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Memorandum 
 

Date:  November 13, 2024 

To:  Nick Meisinger, WSP 

From:  Netai Basu, AICP CTP and Sarah Brandenberg, TE 

Subject:  VMT Screening Analysis for the Memorial Park Master Plan Project 

LA24-3562 

This technical memorandum documents the vehicle miles traveled (VMT) screening analysis for 
the Memorial Park Master Plan project. The City of Santa Monica revised its CEQA Transportation 
Guidelines and Thresholds on June 9, 2020 to set forth methods for analyzing the transportation 
impacts of land use and transportation projects in the city. For land use projects such as the 
proposed Memorial Park Master Plan project, the analysis consists of a two-step process which 
includes VMT screening and, if necessary, VMT analysis. This memorandum describes the VMT 
impact screening criteria used by Santa Monica and their application to this project. In addition, 
field observations were conducted to verify existing conditions at the project site.  

Project Setting  

Memorial Park is bounded by 14th Street on the west, Olympic Boulevard on the south, 16th Street 
on the east and the City’s Public Landscaping Division on the north. 16th Street is configured for 
one-way northbound traffic. The Public Landscape Division occupies the northern portion of the 
block occupied by the park. The park includes 79 parking spaces in a parking lot accessed via a 
single driveway on 14th Street. Metered parking spaces are located on the perimeter of the park: 
15 spaces on west side 14th Street, 22 spaces on Olympic Boulevard, 42 spaces on 16th Street and 
16 spaces on Colorado Avenue. The park currently provides playing fields for baseball, softball or 
soccer, courts used for tennis or pickleball, a picnic area, a skateboard area, an off-leash area for 
dogs, buildings housing an indoor court for basketball or volleyball, a public fitness room, 
community meeting rooms and the Police Activities League Youth Center (see Figure1).  

The park is well-served by public transit. Immediately to the east is the 17th Street/SMC station on 
the Metro E light rail transit line. Big Blue Bus operates four bus lines with stops adjacent to the 
park and/or at the nearby LRT station (Route 5, 41, 43 and 44). Bicycle lanes are located on 14th 
Street and a protected bikeway is located on 17th Street. Colorado Avenue is designated as a 
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bicycle route. The Expo Corridor bicycle path begins east of 17th Street and runs parallel to the 
Metro E Line.  

Project Description 

The proposed project would completely renovate and expand the existing 10.3-acre Memorial 
Park, with all existing fields and facilities being replaced except for the skateboard area. The park 
would be expanded to 13.2 acres by expanding the park east into 16th Street and incorporating 
the area now occupied by the City’s Public Landscape Division, which would be relocated one mile 
east to the City Yards at 2500 Michigan Avenue. The proposed project would also integrate 
components of the City’s Pedestrian Action Plan and Bicycle Action Plan. Key components of the 
proposed project include new and improved sports fields/facilities, two new community buildings, 
a new playground, a new covered parking lot with rooftop courts for tennis and pickleball, and 
circulation improvements (see Figure 2). The current staffing level at the park is anticipated to 
increase from 48 employees to approximately 60 following completion of the project. The 
purpose of the project is to better serve the local community’s need for modernized public 
recreation facilities, park amenities, and enhanced community gathering places, and to improve 
accessibility to the park.  
 
Key improvements, which would be implemented in phases, include the following: 

 Two synthetic turf combo fields (two playing fields per combo field), 
 Three natural grass youth fields (one fast-pitch softball and two baseball fields),  
 Four rooftop tennis/pickleball courts, 
 A new community hub building and the replacement of the children’s playground with a 

new universally accessible playground, 
 Renovation and expansion of the skate park,  
 Replacement of the existing community recreation center and Police Activities League (PAL) 

Youth Center Building with a new community recreation center,   
 New covered parking lot with up to 128 spaces and a passenger loading zone, 
 A designated walking loop around and through the park, 
 A new Class I Shared Use path along Colorado Avenue for pedestrians and bicyclists, 
 Streetscape improvements such as street trees, planters and buffer areas along Olympic 

Boulevard and 16th Street, 
 Conversion of the angle parking spaces on 16th Street to parallel parking spaces, and 
 Seven designated pedestrian entrances around the park, with one or two on each side to 

enhance connections to existing transit facilities and the surrounding area. 

Tiered Screening for VMT 

As a first step in the transportation review of projects, the City has adopted screening criteria that 
are used to “screen” out projects from VMT analysis. Projects meeting the VMT screening criteria 
are deemed to have a less than significant impact and no further VMT analysis is necessary. The 
tiered screening criteria for land use projects and review of the proposed project against these 
criteria are described below. 
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Tier 1: Does the project include the development of the following land uses, which are 
screened out from further analysis? 

If yes, no further analysis is required. If no, move to Tier 2.  

For a mixed-use project, the individual components of the project should be evaluated to 
determine if each can be screened out. For example, a mixed-use project with 150 housing units 
and 75,000 square feet of office area cannot be screened out at the Tier 1 level and would be 
required to move to Tier 2.  

Tier 2: Is the project located within 0.5-mile walking distance of an Expo LRT station or 
0.25-mile walking distance of Rapid BRT stop?  

If no, conduct VMT analysis. If yes, move to Tier 3.  

Tier 3: Would the project provide more parking than required by Code (or if located in the 
Downtown, exceed parking maximums)? 

If no, no further analysis is required. If yes, conduct VMT analysis. 

Additionally, for a land use project, a less than significant impact would also result if: 

 A project decreases [total] vehicle miles traveled in the project area compared to existing 
conditions or 

Land Uses Screened from VMT Analysis 

o 200 residenƟal dwelling units or less 

o 100% affordable housing 

o 50,000 sf or less of commercial floor area by land use type1 

o New construcƟon of educaƟonal faciliƟes/insƟtuƟons (such as increased classrooms, 
gym/recreaƟonal space, and other supporƟve areas) provided that there would be no 
student enrollment increase or if student enrollment is increased, 75% of the student 
body comes from within 2.0 miles of the school  

o Expansions of civic/government use (such as fire and police staƟons) and uƟlity faciliƟes 
less than 50,000 sf or replacement of such uses/faciliƟes (in same or another locaƟon) to 
serve the community, or if larger than 50,000 sf, the project would not result in more 
than 50 net new addiƟonal full Ɵme equivalent employees 

o Local serving Parks and RecreaƟonal faciliƟes, as determined by City Staff 

1 Commercial uses covered under this screening criteria include retail, restaurant, movie theater, gym/fitness, grocery 
store/market, hotel, medical office, office, and hospital uses less than 50,000 sf. Excludes museums, amusement parks, and 
other large regional trip attractors as may be determined by City Staff. 
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 A redevelopment project replaces existing VMT generating land uses with new uses that 
result in a net overall decrease in VMT.  

Projects that are screened out based on the criteria above are presumed to have a less than 
significant impact on transportation and as such, no VMT analysis is required. 

Project Review  

The proposed project was reviewed against the City’s tiered VMT screening criteria. The proposed 
project consists of an expansion and renovation of an existing public park and the relocation of 
the City’s Public Landscape Division, a civic/government use. Both of these land uses are among 
those listed in Tier 1 and the proposed project is therefore screened from further analysis. The 
screening criteria in Tier 2 and Tier 3 are not applicable to the proposed project.  

As discussed above, the proposed project is screened out from further VMT analysis based on the 
City’s tiered screening system and therefore, is determined to have a less than significant VMT 
impact. Further VMT analysis and comparison of the proposed project against the significance 
thresholds are not required. 
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Figure 1: Memorial Park Existing Site Plan 
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Figure 2: Memorial Park Proposed Site Plan 
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