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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY

At the request of the City of Santa Monica (City), WSP USA (WSP) has conducted a cultural resources
assessment of the proposed redevelopment and expansion of the City’'s Memorial Park (Project), located at 1401
Olympic Boulevard in the city of Santa Monid¢ays Angeles County, California. The proposed Project would
combine the existing 10.8ere Memorial Park with the former 2a@re Fisher Lumber Site to create a 1&cpe
expanded park to better serve the increasing demand for recreational spaces within the City. The Project is
subject to environmental review by the City, in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act

(CEQA).

The purpose of this study was to assess the potential for adverse impact to cultural resources as a result of
Project related ground disturbandéhis assessment included a California Historical Resources Information
System (CHRIS) records searghd literature review, a review of tosical cartographic information, a

California Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) search, a summary of the
City’s Native Amercan stakeholder consultation efforts, a cursory site visit and preparation of this document,
which includes projeespecific management recommendations.

One resource, the Santa Monica Air Line Segment of the Southern Pacific RailrcddKGB808H), was
identified within the former Fisher Lumber Site expansion area of the Project@¥%eaAN-3808H was
recommended gjible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places by EDAW, Inc in 2008, under
Criterion A. Additionally, the Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indiartsizh Nation and Gabrielendongva

Indians of California Tribal Council noted concerns over potential Tribal Cultural Resources. Native American
monitoring of all ground disirbing activities is recommended aiifdany cultural resources are identified, a
Secretary of the Interior qualified archaeologistlshe retained to evaluate the nature of the find. In the event
of the discovery of human remains, all activity within the Project Area shall halt and the Los Angeles County
Coroner shall be notified immediately, in compliance with California State Health and Safety CB8e8IF0

the remains are determined to be of Native American descent, the Coroner shall notify the Native American
Heritage G@mmission, who shall then notify the Most Likely Descendant (MLD) of the discovery.
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1 INTRODUCTION

At the request of the City of Santa Monica, WSP conducted a cultural resources assessment of proposed
improvements to Memorial Park, located at 1401 Olympic Boulevard in the city of Santa Monica, Los Angeles
County, California.The proposed Project would combine the existing &@r&-Memorial Park with the
immediately adjacent 2-8creformer Fidier Lumber site tareatea 13.2acre expanded recreation area. The
proposed Project is intended to fulfill the commuisityrowing needs for public recreation spaces. Proposed
improvements include the development of one natural gmagh fastpitch softball field, two natural grass
youthbaseball fields,wio synthetic turf combo fields, four rooftop tenniskéball courts, a new community
hub building, an ADAcompliant playground, skate park renovaticnaew community recreation center and a
new covered parking lot and passenger loading zone. The Project is subject to environmental review, in
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The City of Santa Monica is the CEQA
lead agency.

1.1 PROJECT LOCATION

TheproposedProject is located in an unsectioned portion of the Rancho San Vicente Y Santa Monica Land
Grant in Township 2 South, Range 15 West, San Bernardino Base and Meridian, as depicted on the USGS
Beverly Hills 7.5minute quadrangle. The Project is bounded by Colorado Avenue to the northWestrebs

to the northeast, Olympic Boulevard to the southeast ah&ttdet to the southwest, in the city of Santa
Monica. The Project area is accessed regionally by Interstate 10.
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2 REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

2.1 CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA)

CEQA requires that a lead agency determine whether a project may have significant impacts on historical
resources@alifornia Public Resources Code [PRC] §21084.1). If it is apparent that a proposed project will
cause adverse impacts tardquehistorical resource, the lead agency may require that a reasonable effort be
made to preserve said resource. The preferemgadservation under CEQA is for a resources to be preserved

in place or left in an undisturbed state. Because of this, CEQA requires detailed studies to evaluate the state of
cultural resources within a Project Area and may require the development of alternative plans and additional
mitigation measures.

California Public Resource Code §21083.2(g) defines a unique archaeological resource as an artifact, object or
site for which it can be clearly demonstrated that without merely adding to the current body of knowledge, there
is a high probability that it meets one of the following criteria:
1) Contains information needed to answer important scientific research questions and that there is a
demonstrable public interest in that information
2) Has a special and particular quality, such as being the oldest of its type or the best available example of
its type; or,
3) Is directly associated with a scientifically recognized, important prehistotitstoric event or person.

Adverse impacts to archaeological resources that do not meet the criteria of a unique aes@ecerally ot
considered to be significant environmental impactsgBR1083.2(a)), but noonique archaeological resources
may be considered tribal cultural resources, a ¢ieagon established in 2014 by Cfalinia State Assmbly

Bill 52 (AB-52). Tribal cultural resources require further consideration for significant impact.
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Figure 1
Project Location
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