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would provide grant funding to pay for a portion of its design and construction. This constitutes the 
Proposed Action for the purposes of NEPA. The Accelerated Drought Response Project (ADRoP) is 
the first phase of a larger ASR project addressing water supply deficits in the San Benito Urban Area 
(SBUA). The ASR project, including ADRoP, is designed to capture excess surface water in wet 
years and store it in the aquifer for later use during drought years. Under a contract with USBR, the 
SBCWD imports surf ace water via the Central Valley Project (CVP), which consists of reservoirs, 
canals, and pumping stations, to meet agricultural (Ag) and M&I water demand in its service area. 
Once imported, the M&I water is treated at local water treatment plants and is distributed to the City 
of Hollister and Sunnyslope County Water District (Sunnyslope). 

The 2022 Master Plan (SBCWD 2023), an updated San Benito Urban Area Water Supply and 
Treatment Plan, explored the dependability of the existing CVP supply and concluded that a supply 
deficit exists during dry years. The plan evaluated various alternatives that would enhance water 
supply resilience, with options focused on storing surplus water from wet years for later utilization 
during drought years. ASR was selected as the best alternative. 

Other than reduced imported supply during dry years when CVP allocations are limited, local 
groundwater is extracted and used from municipal wells owned by Hollister, Sunnyslope, and San 
Juan Bautista. This local groundwater has higher levels of hardness, salts, hexavalent chromium, 
and, in some cases, nitrate. This affects the quality of treated water during dry years when a larger 
proportion of the demand is met with groundwater. Additionally, in dry years, SBCWD is forced to 
buy water from the spot market at a higher price, exceeding 4,000% of normal water expenses. 
These expenses are passed on to water users, resulting in concerns about water affordability in the 
communities. The ADRoP Project, which is the Proposed Project under CEQA, aims to address this 
issue by delivering water with consistent quality. The ADRoP Project is specifically designed to meet 
the needs of the Basin and directly aligns with specific sustainability goals of the District. 

1.3 Purpose and Organization of this Report 
The proposed Project is a discretionary action under the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) Guidelines Section 15357. It would be partially funded by federal grants (under Title XIV). 
As such, this funding is a proposed Action subject to the requirements of NEPA. Therefore, a joint 
environmental document has been prepared in accordance with both CEQA and NEPA 
requirements. SBCWD is \the lead agency for CEQA compliance in the preparation of the expanded 
Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND), and USBR is the lead agency for NEPA 
compliance in the preparation of the current Supplemental Environmental Assessment (SEA). This 
joint environmental document publicly discloses the environmental consequences and potential 
impacts/effects of the proposed Project, alternatives to the proposed Action as required by NEPA, 
and ways to minimize identified adverse effects. 

Chapter 2 describes the No Action Alternative (i.e., no funding by Reclamation) and the proposed 
Project (made up of the proposed Project, SBCWD-sponsored facilities and improvements, and the 
proposed Action [Reclamation-sponsored funding]). Chapter 3 describes the environmental 
setting/affected environment and the environmental impacts/environmental consequences (effects) 
associated with implementation of the proposed Project/Action. Chapter 4 provides a summary of 
the consultation and coordination that occurred during preparation of this IS/SEA. Chapter 5 includes 
the references that are cited in this document. Chapter 6 provides appendices to this report. In order 
to keep this report as concise as possible, all Environmental and Regulatory Settings can be found 
in Appendices C and D, respectively. 
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2.5.2 ASR Wells and Outfalls 
Five ASR wells would be constructed as part of the proposed Project. Figure 2-5 shows the location 
of the proposed ASR wells. ASR is the recharge of aquifers through direct injection of water into the 
aquifer. A typical ASR cycle consists of recharge, shut-in, and recovery, with each phase lasting 
from months to years depending on the conditions of local aquifers and demands. The long-term full 
cycle of ASR operation would be a 10-month recharge period, followed by one to five years of 
storage with the well shut-in, followed by a minimum of 12-month recovery period that could be 
spread over multiple dry years. 

Each ASR well site would consist of a well, a vertical turbine, line shaft pump, hollow shaft motor, 
piping, and appurtenances set up on a concrete pad. The discharge head assembly and wellhead 
piping would sit on a concrete pad and the remaining site would be paved with vehicular gravel 
allowing driving access surrounding all above-grade site features. Figure 2-6 shows the basic site 
plan for each ASR well site. Electricity to the well sites would be provided via underground medium 
voltage lines. No overhead utility lines are proposed. The well sites would be spaced at least 1,500 
feet apart from one another, as well as 1,500 feet from any existing groundwater wells. Each ASR 
well site would occupy 0.3 acres surrounded by an 8-foot-high intruder resistant fence for security 
purposes. Each well site will be placed on fill at least 1 foot above the FEMA 100-year floodplain 
elevation. As shown in Figure 2-5, all five ASR well sites have been sited within the farmlands 
surrounding the Fallon Road area north of the City of Hollister. 

Four of the ASR well sites would be located north of Fallon Road, while the fifth site would be 
located to the south of Fallon Road. Each well site would be located within existing agricultural fields 
along unincorporated County roads. The wells were sited in consultation with landowners to 
minimize impacts to ongoing agricultural activities. 

As shown on Figure 2-5, each ASR well will be connected via buried pipe to an outfall that 
discharges into the agricultural drainage ditch running northward from ASR 5- ASR 1. Each outfall 
will include a 10'x20' splash apron made of uncemented 6" riprap. Table 2-1 shows discharge 
scenarios for the ASR well and pipeline backflush operations. 

Table 2-1: ASR Well Operation Discharges 
ASR Water Duration Flowrate Volume Frequency 

Operation Source (min) (gpm) (gal) 

ASR Well Ground water 10 1,000 10,000 If a well is not used for 
Startup more than a few days 

If recharge pressure and 
ASR Well Groundwater 15 1,000 15,000 rate d raps to a 
Backflush predetermined level (-2-3 

weeks) 

Purged Water Purged Once or twice per year 
(18-inch - - 200,000 depending on the 
Transmission) pipeline water operation 

Purged Water Purged Few times per year 
- - 100,000 depending on the (Laterals) pipeline water operation 
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2.5.4 Water Transmission Pipeline 
Figure 2-7 and Figure 2-8 show the proposed water transmission pipeline alignment. The new water 
transmission pipeline would convey recharge and recovery water to the ASR wells, WHWTP, and 
the Hollister Distribution System to increase the capacity of the existing distribution system. The 
pipelines would be installed within a 20- to 30-foot-wide right-of-way at a minimum of 36 inches of 
cover below finished grade. The pipelines would travel mostly along the roadway edge or median to 
minimize lane closures during construction, when feasible. As shown in Figure 2-9, the pipeline 
would cross underneath Santa Ana Creek using bore and jack pipeline installation techniques. 
Electricity for the well sites would be provided by cables installed within the same alignment as the 
proposed pipelines and would connect to ground mount transformers at each well site. As shown in 
Table 2-2, the alignment includes the following pipelines. 

Table 2-2: Pipeline Details 

Length Diameter 
Pipeline Location (feet) (inches) 
Underneath San Felipe Road. Begins near intersection of N Chappell Road. Ends 

8,811 18 near intersection of Fallon Road. 

Underneath Fallon Road travelling east 5,632 18 
Underneath Scagliotti Road from Fallon Road south to ASR 5 3,600 12 

Underneath unnamed farm road from Fallon Road north to ASR 4 1,120 18 
Underneath unnamed farm road north from ASR 4 to ASR 2 2,220 18 

Underneath unnamed farm road north from ASR 2 to ASR 1 2,310 12 

Underneath Fallon Road east from unnamed farm road to ASR 3 2,370 12 

2.5.5 Construction Methods 

2.5.5 .1 WHWTP Construction 

The WHWTP expansion would occur within the developed footprint of the existing WTP. Typical 
construction equipment will be similar to that discussed in the 2017 EIR for the WHWTP. These 
include earth movers, graders, compactors, and excavators for preliminary site earthwork and other 
activities, and backhoes, dump trucks, cranes, front-end loaders, concrete trucks, and forklifts for 
subsequent construction work. 
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2.5.5 .2 ASR Well Construction 

Construction of the ASR well sites will include the wells, pumps, disinfection building, electrical 
cabinets, transformers, appurtenant structures, and security fences. Temporary Construction 
Easements of 1 acre each are also being acquired at each of the ASR well sites to facilitate drilling 
and construction of the ASR wells. SBCWD will install gravel roadway surfaces to each well site to 
facilitate all-weather access. 

2.5.5.3 Water Transmission Pipeline Construction 

Pipeline installation will predominantly utilize open-cut construction. This includes pavement removal 
and replacement, excavation, shoring, pipe bedding, new pipe installation, backfilling, compaction, 
and resurfacing. Trenching would comply with all applicable standards of SBCWD, San Benito 
County, and the City of Hollister. All open-cut installation will be bedded with clean sand per 
ANSI/ASTM C 33 requirements and backfilled with suitable engineered material or acceptable native 
material. In County rig ht-of-way along Fallon Road, post-construction road repair including patching 
and chip sealing may be required for pavement rehabilitation. 

The proposed 18-inch diameter pipeline will cross underneath Santa Ana Creek. Trenchless 
crossing entry and exit pits will be located on the east and west sides of Santa Ana Creek. The entry 
pit will be 35 feet by 15 feet and approximately 20 feet deep. The exit pit will be 15 feet by 10 feet 
and approximately 20 feet deep. The water transmission pipe will be installed inside a 30-inch 
diameter steel casing pipe. The launching and receiving pits will begin at 100 feet from the edges of 
the Santa Ana Creek. The trenchless crossing will likely be constructed by jack and bore method 
depending on the results of a geotechnical investigation and suitability of subsurface material 
characteristics. 

Construction staging areas have been sited along San Felipe Road and Fallon Road. The proposed 
Project would follow the 2022 Caltrans Standard Specifications for general construction traffic 
control. Although the pipelines mostly run along roadway margins, traffic control will periodically be 
required on San Felipe and Fallon Roads. The contractor will be required to prepare a traffic control 
plan to be stamped and signed by a registered California engineer. 

Significant amounts of solid waste are not anticipated. However, any surplus concrete, removed pipe 
material, rubble, asphalt, or other waste from construction would be taken to an appropriate disposal 
site or landfill and would not be deposited into local waterbodies. 

2.5.6 Equipment I Staging I Workers 
The proposed Project would be constructed by up to five construction crews composed of up to 20 
workers. Construction equipment needed for project construction is presented in Table 2-3. 

Table 2-3: Construction Equipment 
Equipment Quantity 
Dozer for Surface Preparation 1 
Loader for Surface Preparation 2 
Excavator 2 
Pile Driver - 
Concrete mixer 1 
Pickup truck 5-7 
Water truck 2 
Electric hand tools 5-7 sets 
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3 Environmental Checklist 
1. Project Title: Accelerated Drought Response Project 

2. Lead Agency name and address: San Benito County Water District 

3. Contact person and phone number: Jeff Cattaneo, SBCWD 831.637.8218 

4. Project location: City of Hollister and unincorporated San Benito County 

5. Project sponsor's name and address: 

6. General Plan designation: Various 

7. Zoning: Various 

8. Project Description: SBCWD proposes to expand groundwater storage capacity for later use 
during drought conditions. Specifically, SBCWD proposes to expand the WHWTP, construct five 
ASR wells, and install new pipelines for water transmission. The WHWTP expansion aims to 
treat available CVP water for recharge of the ASR wells. The wells are spaced for efficient 
groundwater recharge. Pipelines are sized to accommodate conveyance of injected and 
recovered water and to eliminate hydraulic bottlenecks in the current Hollister distribution 
system. 

9. Surrounding land uses and setting: San Benito County is a primarily rural area, with the City 
of Hollister as its County seat and largest incorporated jurisdiction. Land uses surrounding the 
proposed Project area include Agricultural, Industrial, Residential, and Commercial properties. 
The Hollister Municipal Airport is located to the northwest of the proposed Project area. 

10. Other public agencies whose approval is required (e.g., permits, financing approval, or 
participation agreement.): U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, California Department of Water 
Resources, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Regional 
Water Quality Control Board. 

11. Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the 
project area requested consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
21080.3.1? If so, is there a plan for consultation that includes, for example, the 
determination of significance of impacts to tribal cultural resources, procedures 
regarding confidentiality, etc.? Yes, tribal consultation has been conducted, with no responses 
received. 
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3.3 Evaluation of Environmental Impacts 
A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact" answers that are adequately 
supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each 
question. A "No Impact" answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources show 
that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one involved (e.g., the project falls outside 
a fault rupture zone). A "No Impact" answer should be explained where it is based on project-specific 
factors, as well as general standards (e.g., the project will not expose sensitive receptors to 
pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis). 
1. All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site, 

cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as 
operational impacts. 

2. Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the 
checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than 
significant with mitigation, or less than significant. "Potentially Significant Impact" is appropriate 
if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be significant. If there are one or more 
"Potentially Significant Impact" entries when the determination is made, an EIR is required. 

3. "Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated" applies where the 
incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant Impact" 
to a "Less Than Significant Impact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, 
and briefly explain how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level (mitigation 
measures from "Earlier Analyses," as described in (5) below, may be cross-referenced). 

4. Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA 
process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration. 
Section 15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the following: 

a. Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review. 
b. Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were within 

the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal 
standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on 
the earlier analysis. 

c. Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures 
Incorporated," describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from the 
earlier document and the extent to which they address site-specific cond �ions for the project. 

12. Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information 
sources for potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously 
prepared or outside document should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or 
pages where the statement is substantiated. 

13. Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or 
individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion. 

14. This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead 
agencies should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a 
project's environmental effects in whatever format is selected. 

15. The explanation of each issue should identify: 
a. The significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and 
b. The mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance. 

20 I February 2025 





Draft Initial Study/Supplemental Environmental Assessment with Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration 
Accelerated Drought Response Project 

highway because the ASR well sites would be located at least 1,500 feet from existing roads. 
Therefore, impacts would be less than significant. 

c) In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of 
public views of the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those that are 
experienced from publicly accessible vantage points). If the project is in an urbanized 
area, would the project conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations governing 
scenic quality? 

Construction activities from the proposed Project would be visible from various streets, businesses, 
and residences along the alignment. In general, construction activities would include vegetation 
removal, grading and excavation, concrete formwork, construction of facilities, pipeline installation, 
and backfilling. While project construction may obstruct or otherwise affect views of the surrounding 
landscape, impacts would be temporary and would cease with the end of construction work. Where 
pipeline installation would occur, the construction area would be restored to its pre-construction 
condition. 

During operation of the proposed Project, the majority of project features would not cause a 
significant change to existing visual conditions. Water transmission pipelines would be below-grade. 
ASR well sites would include relatively small equipment installations surrounded by an eight-foot 
security fence. These sites would be located on existing agricultural land. The well sites would be 
visible along Fallon Road; however, they would result in a relatively minor change to the existing 
agricultural landscape. Additionally, most of the proposed Project is located within a generally 
urbanized landscape. The proposed Project would not substantially degrade the existing visual 
character of the area. Impacts would be less than significant. 

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or 
nighttime views in the area? 

Lighting in the proposed Project area is limited to exterior lighting from residential and commercial 
development. The ASR well sites and disinfection building would have minimal nighttime security 
lighting. No occupied structures are proposed. Any lighting structures included in the proposed 
Project would be shielded according to local standards. The disinfection building will have lights 
inside and outside above the main entrance. The ASR well sites will have a light post near the 
electrical equipment that can be turned on via a switch located in the electrical enclosure. Impacts 
would be less than significant. 
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Importance. The proposed Project would convert small areas of agricultural land for the construction 
of ASR well sites. Each well site would be no larger than 0.25-acre, for a maximum total of 1.25 
acres, and would be placed in areas determined, in consultation with landowners, to cause the least 
amount of disturbance to agricultural operations. The well sites would be located in the vicinity of 
Fallon Road and would be connected via laterals to the proposed Fallon Road water transmission 
pipeline. Given the minimal amount of land involved and lack of effect on agricultural operations, 
impacts related to Farmland conversion would not be significant. 

While Project construction may temporarily inhibit the use of some agricultural land, once 
construction is completed, the affected area would continue to be used for agricultural uses with 
minimal loss of land. The temporary area of disturbance around the well sites would be slightly larger 
than the permanent area of disturbance. To lessen the impact of the temporary disturbance area, the 
proposed Project would incorporate Mitigation Measure (MM) AG-1 to restore the area to 
preconstruction conditions. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant after mitigation is 
incorporated. 

Mitigation Measures: 

MM AG-1: All designated Important Farmland, as defined by the California Department of 
Conservation's Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program, in areas currently, or with the potential 
for future use as, agricultural operations that are impacted by Project construction will be restored to 
their preconstruction conditions. This would include, but not necessarily be limited to, replacement of 
crops, recontouring of soils, and/or replacement of infrastructure such as irrigation works. In lieu of 
SBCWD performing required restoration of affected areas, the District may instead compensate 
property owners for the restoration, replacement, or re-establishment of agricultural operations within 
the temporary construction easement areas. Agreements with applicable landowners shall be in 
place prior to the start of construction. 

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract? 

The ASR well sites are on land zoned by San Benito County as Agricultural Productive. However, 
wells are allowable uses on agricultural land, provided they comply with applicable County 
ordinances and regulations. Other features of the proposed Project are located on lands that are not 
agriculturally zoned or are within road rights-of-way. 

Portions of the proposed Project are located on land under Williamson Act contracts. Construction of 
the proposed Project may temporarily inhibit the use of some Williamson Act land. However, once 
construction is completed, the affected land would continue to be used for agricultural purposes. The 
replacement of the ASR wells would not require the cancellation of any Williamson Act contracts. 
Impacts would be less than significant. 

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public 
Resources Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code 
section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government 
Code section 51104(g))? 

The proposed Project would not take place in the vicinity of any land zoned as forest land or 
timberland. There would be no impact. 

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use? 

No forest land would be lost due to the proposed Project. There would be no impact. 

24 I February 2025 





Draft Initial Study/Supplemental Environmental Assessment with Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration 
Accelerated Drought Response Project 

3.6 Air Quality 
Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management 
district or air pollution control district may be relied upon to make the following determinations, would 
the project: 

Environmental Issue Area: Potentially Potentially Less Than No Impact 
Significant Significant Significant 

Impact Unless Impact 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 
a) Conflict with or obstruct D D � D 

implementation of the applicable air 
quality plan? 

b) Violate any air quality standard or D D � D 
contribute substantially to an existing 
or projected air quality violation? 

c) Result in a cumulatively considerable D D � D 
net increase of any criteria pollutant 
for which the project region is non- 
attainment under an applicable 
federal or state ambient air quality 
standard? 

d) Expose sensitive receptors to D D � D 
substantial pollutant concentrations? 

e) Result in other emissions (such as D D � D 
those leading to odors adversely 
affecting a substantial number of 
people? 

3.6.1 Impact Analysis 
a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan? 

The proposed Project would not conflict with or obstruct the implementation of any applicable air 
quality management plans (AQMP), such as the 2017 MBARD AQMP. The proposed Project would 
generate criteria air pollutant emissions during construction from the operation of heavy-duty 
construction equipment, truck trips associated with hauling construction materials, and vehicle trips 
associated with construction worker commutes. With the implementation of standard BMPs, as 
included in the MBARD CEQA Air Quality Guidelines (MBARD 2008), the proposed Project would 
not exceed the MBARD construction thresholds for criteria air pollutant emissions. Moreover, the 
proposed Project would implement MBARD dust-related best practices to reduce PM10 emissions 
during construction. In addition, emissions generated from construction activities resulting from the 
Proposed Project would be short term, intermittent, and temporary in nature. 

Operational emissions would be minimal and limited to vehicles on occasional maintenance trips. 
Therefore, proposed Project operational emissions would likewise not conflict with nor obstruct the 
implementation of applicable AQMPs. Impacts would be less than significant. 

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or projected air 
quality violation? 

Construction of the proposed Project would generate fugitive dust and other criteria pollutant, 
primarily through excavation activities, construction equipment exhaust and haul truck trips, and 
related construction worker commute trips. This impact would be temporary and limited to a local 
level. Because residential uses occur along the proposed pipeline alignment, standard BMPs would 
be implemented to reduce potential impacts. Implementation of these BMPs would ensure that 
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3.7 Biological Resources 
Would the project: 

Environmental Issue Area: Potentially Potentially Less Than No Impact 
Significant Significant Significant 

Impact Unless Impact 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 
a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either D � D D 

directly orthrough habitat modifications, 
on any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in 
local or regional plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the California 
Department of Fish and Game or 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any D � D D 
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural 
community identified in local or regional 
plans, policies, and regulations or by the 
California Department of Fish and Game 
or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on D D � D 
state or federally protected wetlands 
(including, but not limited to, marsh, 
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct 
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, 
or other means? 

d) Interfere substantially with the D D � D 
movement of any native resident or 
migratory fish or wildlife species or with 
established native resident or migratory 
wildlife corridors, or impede the use of 
wildlife nursery sites? 

e) Conflict with any local policies or D D D � 
ordinances protecting biological 
resources, such as a tree preservation 
policy or ordinance? 

f) Conflict with the provisions of an D D D � 
adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, 
Natural Community Conservation Plan, 
or other approved local, regional, or 
state habitat conservation plan? 

3.7.1 Impact Analysis 
a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any 

species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional 
plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Game or 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

Construction and operation of the proposed project could result in permanent and/or temporary 
impacts to seven special-status wildlife species with the potential to occur in the Proposed Action 
area including CTS, CRLF, NWPT, Swainson's hawk, burrowing owl, San Joaquin kit fox, and 
western red bat. Table 3-1 shows the breakdown of habitat types that will be impacted by the 
Proposed Project. 
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potential for inadvertent release of sediment into the riparian corridor. Construction of new features 
at the WHWTP would occur within the existing disturbed footprint and are unlikely to disturb CRLF. 

Impact BI0-1c: Swainson's hawk 

The trees within the corridor of Santa Ana Creek or scattered trees throughout the agricultural areas 
near the ASRs would be suitable nesting habitat within the Project Area. There will be no impacts to 
the corridor of Santa Ana Creek as a result of the Proposed Project. All pipeline installation work is 
proposed outside of the corridor of Santa Ana Creek. However, if there are trees within the semi 
natural herbaceous stand or agricultural areas that limit access for construction equipment some 
limbing or tree removal may be required. If construction occurs during the nesting season, removal 
of nesting substrate in the marshes could destroy nests and cause failure. Removal of nesting 
substrate could cause adverse effects to the species. Construction noise in the vicinity of nests could 
also lead to nest abandonment. Pre-construction nesting bird surveys would be required as 
avoidance and minimization. By adhering to MM BI0-1c, loss of nests could be avoided. Impacts 
would be less than significant with mitigation incorporated. 

Impact BI0-1d: Burrowing Owl 

Burrowing owl may utilize small mammal burrows in semi-natural herbaceous stands or agricultural 
areas for overwintering habitat. Additionally, agricultural areas may provide foraging habitat for the 
species within the Project Area. If occupied burrowing owl dens are within the construction footprint 
for the ASR wells, construction could have the potential to directly and indirectly impact the species. 
Collapse of occupied burrows could trap individual owls within burrows, leading to injury or death. 
Pre-construction burrow surveys as outlined in MM BI0-1g would decrease the decrease the level of 
impact to less than significant with mitigation incorporated. Construction at the WHWTP is unlikely to 
impact burrowing owl as all construction will take place within the developed footprint of the existing 
facility. 

Impact Bio-1e: Western Red Bat 

The range of the western red bat overlaps with the Project Area and Santa Ana Creek provides 
suitable roosting habitat for the species. However, there will be no direct disturbance to the Santa 
Ana Creek corridor and no direct impacts to suitable roosting habitat. In addition, work areas would 
be sited over 100 feet away from the riparian corridor along Santa Ana Creek. Therefore, indirect 
impacts to the species would also be avoided. The impact to western red bat will be less than 
significant. 

Impact Bio-1f: Northwestern Pond Turtle 

Northwestern pond turtle has been documented upstream of the Project Area in Santa Ana Creek. 
As there are no barriers to dispersal, the species could be found within the project area if there is 
water in the creek during the time of project activities. Exclusion fencing, as required by MM BI0-1b 
will help minimize the risk of NWPT entering the work area. As there will be no direct disturbance to 
the Santa Ana Creek corridor, the species should not be directly impacted. Increased noise levels 
from construction does have the potential to alter behavior patterns of the species. Implementation 
of MM-BI01f will minimize impacts to a less than significant level. 

Impact Bio-1g: San Joaquin Kit Fox 

San Joaquin kit fox habitat is present in the area surrounding the WHWTP facility. The ASR well and 
pipeline area is not suitable for the species as they are unlikely to establish dens within active 
agricultural areas. There will be no expansion of the existing WHWTP footprint, so there will be no 
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be ramped at the end of the workday to allow trapped animals an escape method. Prior to the 
filling of such holes, these areas shall be thoroughly inspected for listed species by a qualified 
biologist. In the event of a trapped animal, construction shall cease until the individual has been 
relocated to an appropriate location 

MM Bio-1f: Preconstruction Nesting Bird Surveys 

• If clearing and/or construction activities would occur during the nesting season (March 1 to 
August 31), then preconstruction surveys to identify active migratory bird and/or raptor nests 
shall be conducted by a qualified biologist no more than 7 days prior to construction initiation. 
Focused surveys shall be performed by a qualified biologist for the purpose of determining the 
presence or absence of active nest sites within the following distances form the disturbance 
footprint: 

o Passerines: Disturbance footprint only, or at the biologist's discretion 

o Raptors: 500 feet, or within sight of the disturbance footprint, whichever is smaller 

o Special-status Raptors: � mile, or within sight of the disturbance footprint, whichever is 
smaller. 

• If a lapse in project activities of 7 days or greater occurs for any reason during the nesting 
season, a qualified biologist shall perform another survey for nesting birds and raptors prior to 
resuming project activities. If feasible, tree and vegetation clearing will be conducted outside the 
nesting season. 

• If active nest sites are identified within the survey distances defined in the Nesting Bird and 
Raptor Surveys measure, a no-disturbance buffer shall be established for all active nest sites 
prior to commencement of any project-related activities to avoid disturbances to nesting 
activities. A no-disturbance buffer constitutes a zone in which project-related activities such as 
vegetation removal, earth moving, and construction cannot occur. The size of no-disturbance 
buffers would be determined by a qualified biologist based on the species, activities in the 
vicinity of the nest, and topographic and other visual barriers. 

• A qualified biologist shall monitor all active nests during construction activities until the nest(s) is 
deemed inactive. The amount and duration of monitoring would be determined by the qualified 
biologist and would depend on the same factors mentioned above when determining the size of 
the no disturbance buffer. If active special-status raptor nests are detected and an appropriately 
sized no-disturbance buffer (per current national or CDFW guidelines) is not feasible, the 
biologist may monitor the nest full time depending on the nest location, or only when noise are 
above background levels tolerated by raptors. Monitoring shall occur until the nestlings have 
fledged, or the nest is deemed inactive. If disturbance resulting from project activities is 
observed, construction may be delayed until the nest is no longer active, as determined by a 
qualified biologist, or the appropriate agency can be consulted. 

MM Bio-1g: Preconstruction Burrowing Owl Surveys 

• No more than 30 days prior to ground disturbance, a qualified biologist will survey the proposed 
construction area for occupied burrowing owl burrows. If owls are detected and work is 
scheduled to occur within nesting season (February 1 through August 31), burrows will be 
avoided. No-work buffers of at least 200 meters will be placed around occupied burrows during 
the breeding season, and 100 meters during the non-breeding season. 
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feature will be permitted under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. Any necessary mitigation will be 
compliant with the stipulations of the Clean Water Act permit. Temporary impacts will be restored 
onsite to pre-project conditions. Mitigation through the use of permits will keep impacts to a less than 
significant level. No additional mitigation is required. 

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or 
wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or 
impede the use of wildlife nursery sites? 

Santa Ana Creek is the main migratory route that runs through the Project Area. CTS and CRLF 
may utilize the creek as a migration corridor. The special-status birds discussed above that have the 
potential to nest within the Project Area do migrate throughout the region but are not solely reliant on 
the Santa Ana Creek corridor. No work is proposed within Santa Ana Creek, and nothing will impede 
migration of species throughout the Project Area during construction. Construction of the discharge 
outfalls in the drainage channel would occur outside of the CTS migratory season and would not 
impact migration. Work around the WHWTP will be limited to the disturbed footprint and would not 
alter current conditions. During the operational phase impacts to migration would be less than 
significant and no mitigation measures are proposed. 

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a 
tree preservation policy or ordinance? 

The policies cited from the City of Hollister General Plan and the San Benito County General Plan 
mainly pertain to preserving open space, endangered species habitats, and minimizing impacts to 
sensitive environments. Impact areas for the proposed project are limited to previously disturbed 
areas and active agricultural fields, neither of which provide optimal endangered species habitat or 
qualify as sensitive environments. Tree removal is not anticipated to complete project work. As a 
result, the project will not conflict with any local policies or ordinances. There will be no impact. 

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community 
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan? 

San Benito County is in the process of developing the San Benito County Conservation Plan which 
will be a joint Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) and Natural Community Conservation Plan (NCCP). 
The Project Area will be included in the plan area, but the HCP/NCCP has not yet been developed. 
As a result, the project does not conflict with any HCP/NCCP and there will be no impact. 
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c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic 
feature? 

There are no records of any paleontological resources within the proposed Project area. Due to past 
ground disturbance by development and agricultural activities, it is unlikely that any intact 
paleontological resources would be encountered within the Project area. However, paleontological 
resources have been encountered in the County, and the possibility exists that such resources could 
be encountered during construction activities. MM GE0-1 would set forth procedures to address any 
paleontological discoveries. No unique geological features are known to exist within the vicinity of 
the proposed Project area. Impacts would be less than significant with mitigation. 

Mitigation Measures: 

MM GE0-1: If any paleontological resources are encountered during construction activities, all 
construction work within 50 feet of the encounter shall be halted until a qualified paleontologist can 
examine the find. If the find is determined to be significant, then the paleontologist shall recommend 
measures that may include, but are not limited to, preservation in place or excavation and curation. 
Work shall not resume around the find until the recommendations of the paleontologist are 
implemented. 

d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of dedicated cemeteries? 

No evidenceforprecontact or early historic interments has been found in the Project area to the extent 
documented. However, this does not preclude the existence of buried human remains. California law 
recognizes the need to protect historic-era and Native American human burials, skeletal remains, and 
items associated with Native American interments from vandalism and inadvertent destruction. 
Damage to or destruction of human remains during Project construction or other Project-related 
activities would be considered a significant impact. 

In accordance with the California Health and Safety Code Sections 7050.5 and 7052, and Public 
Resources Code Section 5097.98, if human remains are uncovered during ground-disturbing 
activities, all such activities in the vicinity of the find would be halted immediately, and the San Benito 
County coroner is to be notified to arrange the propertreatment and disposition of the human remains. 
If the remains are identified-on the basis of archaeological context, age, cultural associations, or 
biological traits-as those of a Native American, California Health and Safety Code 7050.5 and Public 
Resource Code 5097.98 require that the coroner notify the Native American Heritage Commission 
(NAHC) within 24 hours of discovery. The NAHC will then identify the Most Likely Descendent who 
will, in coordination with the landowner, determine the manner in which the remains are treated. 
Compliance with the applicable codes would reduce impacts on any encountered human remains to 
a level that would be less than significant. 
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3.10 

3.10.1 

Geology and Soils 

Impact Analysis 

Would the project: 
Environmental Issue Area: Potentially Potentially Less Than No Impact 

Significant Significant Significant 
Impact Unless Impact 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

a) Directly or indirectly cause potential 
substantial adverse effects, including the 
risk of loss, injury or death involvinq: 

i. Rupture of a known earthquake fault, D D D � 
as delineated on the most recent 
Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning 
Map issued by the State Geologist for 
the area or based on other substantial 
evidence of a known fault? Refer to 
Division of Mines and Geology Special 
Publication 42? 

ii. Strong seismic ground shaking? D D � D 
iii. Seismic-related ground failure, D D D � 

includinq liquefaction? 
iv. Landslides? D D � D 

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the D D � D 
loss of topsoil? 

c) Be located on a geologicunit or soil that D D � D 
is unstable, or that would become 
unstable as a result of the project and 
potentially result in on- or off-site 
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction, or collapse? 

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined D D � D 
in Table 18-18 of the Uniform Building 
Code (1994), creating substantial direct 
or indirect risk to life or property? 

e) Have soils incapable of adequately D D � D 
supporting the use of septic tanks or 
alternative wastewater disposal systems 
where sewers are not available for the 
disposal of wastewater? 

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique D � D D 
paleontological resource or site or 
unique geologic feature? 

a-i) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of 
loss, injury or death involving: Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on 
the most recent Alquist -Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State 
Geologist for the area or based on other substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to 
Division of Mines and Geology Special Publication 42? 

No faults identified under the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act, or any other active faults, 
pass through the proposed Project area. The only mapped fault within the proposed Project area is 
the concealed Carnadero Fault near the raw water pump station. The fault is buried beneath recent 
creek deposits and is not considered capable of rupture because there is no evidence of Holocene 
or late Quaternary activity on the fault. Thus, there would be no impact with respect to fault rupture 
on the site. 
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the agricultural fields surrounding the proposed ASR wells, construction and operation of these wells 
and appurtenant structures would not be negatively impacted by these soils. Impacts would be less 
than significant. 

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative 
wastewater disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of 
wastewater? 

No new wastewater disposal systems are proposed as part of the Project. No impact would occur. 

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic 
feature? 

There are no records of any paleontological resources within the proposed Project area. Due to past 
ground disturbance by development and agricultural activities, it is unlikely that any intact 
paleontological resources would be encountered within the Project area. However, paleontological 
resources have been encountered in the County, and the possibility exists that such resources could 
be encountered during construction activities. MM GE0-1 would set forth procedures to address any 
paleontological discoveries. No unique geological features are known to exist within the vicinity of 
the proposed Project area. Impacts would be less than significant with mitigation. 

Mitigation Measures: 

MM GE0-1: If any paleontological resources are encountered during construction activities, all 
construction work within 50 feet of the encounter shall be halted until a qualified paleontologist can 
examine the find. If the find is determined to be significant, then the paleontologist shall recommend 
measures that may include, but are not limited to, preservation in place or excavation and curation. 
Work shall not resume around the find until the recommendations of the paleontologist are 
implemented. 
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3.12 

3.12.1 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

Impact Analysis 

Would the project: 
Environmental Issue Area: Potentially Potentially Less Than No Impact 

Significant Significant Significant 
Impact Unless Impact 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

a) Create a significant hazard to the public D D � D 
or the environment through the routine 
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous 
materials? 

b) Create a significant hazard to the public D D � D 
or the environment through reasonably 
foreseeable upset and accident 
conditions involving the likely release of 
hazardous materials into the 
environment? 

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle D D D � 
hazardous or acutely hazardous 
materials, substances, or waste within 
one-quarter mile of an existing or 
proposed school? 

d) Be located on a site which is included on D D � D 
a list of hazardous materials sites 
compiled pursuantto Government Code 
Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would 
it create a significant hazard to the public 
or the environment? 

e) For a project located within an airport D D � D 
land use plan or, where such a plan has 
not been adopted, within two miles of a 
public airport or public use airport, would 
the project result in a safety hazard or 
excessive noise for people residing or 
working in the project area? 

f) For a project within the vicinity of a D D D � 
private airstrip, would the project result 
in a safety hazard for people residing or 
workinq in the Proiect area? 

g) Impair implementation of or physically D D � D 
interfere with an adopted emergency 
response p Ian or emergency evacuation 
plan? 

h) Expose people or structures, either D D � D 
directly or indirectly, to a significant risk 
of loss, injury, or death involvingwildland 
fires? 

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine transport, 
use, or disposal of hazardous materials? 

Construction activities would involve the use of Sodium hypochlorite (i.e., bleach), fuels, lubricants, 
paints, and solvents. Storage and use of hazardous materials at the construction site and staging 
areas could result in the accidental release of small quantities of hazardous materials, which could 
result in exposures to construction workers and/or degrade soil and groundwater quality at the 
project site, and surface water quality in downstream water bodies. 
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these materials would be in compliance with federal, state, and local regulations, as described 
above. No impact would occur. 

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled 
pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a 
significant hazard to the public or the environment? 

According to the EnviroStor database maintained by the DTSC, the proposed Project is not located 
on any active hazardous material cleanup sites (DOTC 2024). While the proposed pipeline along 
San Felipe Road and Fallon Road is in the vicinity of two cleanup sites listed in the database, none 
of these sites are considered active and all violations have been resolved. Impacts would be less 
than significant. 

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project result 
in a safety hazard or excessive noise for people residing or working in the project area? 

Portions of the proposed Project are located within a two-mile radius of the Hollister Municipal 
Airport. The proposed water transmission pipeline along San Felipe Road and Fallon Road would be 
installed within the existing right-of-way that runs adjacent to the southeastern boundary of the 
airport's footprint. According to the Hollister Municipal ALUCP, land uses associated with the 
proposed Project such as Transportation Routes and non-livestock Agriculture would not pose a 
significant noise or safety risk (San Benito County ALUC 2012). In addition to land uses associated 
with sensitive receptors, safety hazards associated with airports are generally related to construction 
of tall structures and the creation of wildlife attractants (e.g., wetlands, golf courses, and waste 
disposal operations) that could interfere with airplane flight paths. 

No tall structures or features that would attract people or animals to the area would be constructed. 
The water transmission pipeline would be installed underground, and the ASR well sites located 
along Fallon Road would not be tall enough to interfere with airplane flight paths. In addition, the 
ASR well sites would not be occupied structures and would only require maintenance workers on 
site on an as needed basis. Impacts would be less than significant. 

f) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project result 
in a safety hazard or excessive noise for people residing or working in the project area? 

There are no private airstrips in the vicinity of the proposed Project. There would be no impact. 

g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response 
plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

San Benito County has prepared the San Benito County Operational Area Emergency Operations 
Plan (Emergency Plan) in coordination with the cities of Hollister and San Juan Bautista and two 
water agencies. The Emergency Plan designates certain roadways in the County for primary 
evacuation routes. Panoche Road is the primary evacuation roadway for the County. Portions of the 
proposed Project, located on San Felipe Road, could physically interfere with designated evacuation 
routes or otherwise conflict with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation 
plan. However, the proposed Project would be required to follow the 2022 Caltrans Standard 
Specifications for general construction traffic control. Traffic control would be required on the east 
side of San Felipe Road, which would have reduced access for trenching of the new pipeline. The 
implementation of a traffic control plan would reduce potential conflicts with emergency response 
and evacuation plans. Impacts would be less than significant. 

44 I February 2025 





Draft Initial Study/Supplemental Environmental Assessment with Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration 
Accelerated Drought Response Project 

3.13 

3.13.1 

Hydrology and Water Quality 

Impact Analysis 

Would the project: 
Environmental Issue Area: Potentially Potentially Less Than No Impact 

Significant Significant Significant 
Impact Unless Impact 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

a) Violate any water quality standards or D D � D 
waste discharge requirements or 
otherwise substantially degrade surface 
or qround water quality? 

b) Substantially decrease groundwater D D � D 
supplies or interfere substantially with 
groundwater recharge such that the 
project may impede sustainable 
groundwater management of the basin? 

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage D D � D 
pattern of the site or area, including 
through the alteration of the course of a 
stream orriverorthrough the addition of 
impervious surfaces, in a manner which 
would: 

i. result in substantial erosion or siltation D D � D 
on- or off-site; 

ii. substantially increase the rate or D D � D 
amount of surface runoff in a manner 
which would result in flooding on- or 
offsite; 

iii. create or contribute runoff water which D D � D 
would exceed the capacity of existing 
or planned stormwater drainage 
systems or provide substantial 
additional sources of polluted runoff; 
or 

iv. impede or redirect flood flows? D D � D 
d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche D D � D 

zones, risk release of pollutants due to 
project inundation? 

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation D D � D 
of a water quality control plan or 
sustainable groundwater management 
olan? 

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or otherwise 
substantially degrade surface or ground water quality? 

Construction of the proposed Project would take place within previously disturbed environments 
such as the WHWTP footprint and the existing rights-of-way of San Felipe Road and Fallon Road. 
Portions of the proposed Project would be constructed within active agricultural fields, which, while 
containing pervious surfaces, are still considered previously disturbed land. However, construction of 
the proposed Project may have the potential to result in degradation of surface water and 
groundwater quality. Construction activities associated with the proposed Project, including grading, 
staging, trenching, and excavation, could make soils more susceptible to erosive forces. Eroded 
material could be transported to a receiving stream or other type of waterway. Clearing, grading and 
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Project would not violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or otherwise 
substantially degrade surface or ground water quality. Impacts would be less than significant. 

b) Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater 
recharge such that the project may impede sustainable groundwater management of the 
basin? 

The proposed Project would improve groundwater supply and recharge by injecting additional water 
into existing ambient groundwater. The proposed Project would have the capacity to inject, store, 
and extract up to 2,700 AF of water between the five ASR wells. 

Simulated operations were conducted for the proposed five ASR wells near Fallon Road. The 
operations assumed that each well would receive up to a maximum of 500 acre-feet of CVP water - 
the amount a well injecting at 500 gallons per minute could inject over a nine-month injection season 
(June through February). Movement of water to and from the ASR wells was simulated using the 
particle tracking method. The results of the simulation indicate that most of the traces of the particles 
leave a well and later return to it because the injected water is extracted after a few years. Particles 
at the ASR wells traveled only 500 to 2,000 feet over the course of the simulation, and 76 percent of 
them were recaptured by the ASR well where they were injected. By contrast, simulations for ASR 
wells in southwestern Hollister indicated particles would travel up to 5,600 feet from the well of 
injection and in most cases traveled beyond the recapture zone of the well. As a result of the shorter 
distance traveled underground by water injected in the Fallon Road ASR wells, there would likely be 
less mixing of injected and ambient groundwater prior to extraction, which should generally result in 
better quality of recovered water than in southwestern Hollister. 

The proposed Project would not substantially increase the number of impervious surfaces within the 
Project area. Expansion of the WHWTP would take place within the existing facility footprint, while 
the proposed water transmission pipeline would be primarily constructed within the existing rights-of 
way of San Felipe Road and Fallon Road. While the ASR wells would be constructed within active 
agricultural fields, each site would be no larger than 0.25-acre. Implementation of the proposed 
Project would not interfere with groundwater supplies or recharge. Impacts would be less than 
significant. 

c-i) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through 
the alteration of the course of a stream or river or through the addition of impervious 
surfaces, in a manner which would: result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off 
site? 

The proposed Project would generally be located within previously disturbed areas such as existing 
road rights-of-way and would not greatly expand the number of impervious surfaces in the area. 
Construction of the water transmission pipeline, WHWTP expansion, and ASR wells would take 
place on previously disturbed lands. Expansion of the WHWTP would take place within the existing 
footprint of the facility. The new water transmission pipeline would be constructed underneath San 
Felipe Road and Fallon Road and would be rehabilitated to previous conditions upon the completion 
of construction. A portion of the pipeline would be installed beneath Santa Ana Creek. This would be 
accomplished by boring underneath the creek to avoid any potential alterations to the stream bed. 
ASR wells would be constructed on active agricultural land, but each well would be no larger than 
0.25-acre in size. 

The proposed Project would be required to prepare a SWPPP, which would include relevant BMPs 
to reduce or eliminate the impacts of construction activities on stormwater and receiving water 
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would reduce the risk of uncontrolled stormwater releases. The section of the new water 
transmission pipeline crossing Santa Ana Creek would be accomplished by boring underneath the 
streambed. Therefore, no alteration of the streambed would be necessary. Impacts would be less 
than significant. 

d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of pollutants due to project 
inundation? 

The proposed Project is not located in a tsunami or seiche zone. There would be no impact. 

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan or sustainable 
groundwater management plan? 

Implementation of the proposed Project would require the preparation of a SWPPP under the 
General Construction Permit. Additionally, the Hollister Municipal Code requires all development 
projects in the City to be designed to detain stormwater runoff on-site, consistent with the most 
current requirements, in order to prevent stormwater from entering the storm drain system. 

Ultimately, the project would result in a net benefit for current groundwater storage. Due to the 
minimal increase in impervious surfaces, the proposed Project would not significantly inhibit 
groundwater recharge. The project would not substantially contribute to the depletion of groundwater 
supplies and would not substantially interfere with groundwater recharge. Therefore, the Project 
would not conflict with water quality control plans or groundwater management efforts. Impacts 
would be less than significant. 
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3.15 

3.15.1 

Mineral Resources 

Impact Analysis 

Would the project: 
Environmental Issue Area: Potentially Potentially Less Than No Impact 

Significant Significant Significant 
Impact Unless Impact 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

a) Result in the loss of availability of a D D D � 
known mineral resource that would be of 
value to the region and the residents of 
the state? 

b) Result in the loss of availability of a D D D � 
locally-important mineral resource 
recovery site delineated on a local 
general plan, specific plan, or other land 
use plan? 

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the 
region and the residents of the state? 

San Benito County identifies areas surrounding Hollister that are considered mineral resource areas 
with a Mineral Resource (MR) zoning designation. The proposed Project site is not located in an 
area known to contain mineral resources or with a MR designation. There would be no impact. 

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral resource recovery site 
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan, or other land use plan? 

The proposed Project site is not located in an area that has an MR designation. Therefore, it is not in 
an area that has been identified as a locally important mineral resource recovery site. There would 
be no impact. 
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• Equip all internal combustion engine-driven equipment with mufflers, which are in good condition 
and appropriate for the equipment; 

• Locate all stationary noise-generating equipment, such as air compressors and portable power 
generators, as far away as possible from adjacent land uses; 

• Locate staging areas and construction material areas as far away as possible from adjacent land 
uses; 

• Prohibit all unnecessary idling of internal combustion engines; 

• Notify all abutting land uses of the construction schedule in writing; and 

• Designate a "disturbance coordinator" (contractor foreman or authorized representative) who 
would be responsible for responding to any local complaints about construction noise. The 
disturbance coordinator would determine the cause of the noise complaint (e.g., starting too 
early, bad muffler) and would require that reasonable measures warranted to correct the problem 
be implemented. Notices would be posted at the construction site and sent to neighbors 
regarding the construction schedule. 

Project construction noise would be less than significant with mitigation. 

Operation of the proposed Project involves the acquisition and storage of groundwater. The new 
pipeline, once installed underground, would not be a significant source of noise. The ASR well sites 
would be located on farm land in the vicinity of Fallon Road and would not be located near any 
sensitive receptors. The proposed Project would be in operation 24 hours per day and 7 days per 
week but would not result in a significant new source of noise. Impacts would be less than 
significant. 

Mitigation Measures: 

MM NOl-1: In accordance with Policy 8-12 of the Health and Safety Element of the San Benito 
County General Plan, the Project shall prepare a Construction Noise Control Plan to be reviewed 
and approved by San Benito County prior to final Project approval. The Project shall implement the 
approved Construction Noise Control Plan. 

b) Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels? 

Increases in ground borne vibration levels attributed to the proposed Project would be primarily 
associated with construction-related activities. Construction on the proposed Project site would have 
the potential to result in varying degrees of groundborne vibration, depending on the specific 
construction equipment used and the operations involved. Ground vibration generated by 
construction equipment spreads through the ground and diminishes in magnitude with increases in 
distance. The effect on buildings located in the vicinity of the construction site often varies depending 
on soil type, ground strata, and construction characteristics of the receiver. Vibrations would be 
temporary and would cease with the completion of construction work. In particular, work along the 
pipeline would last no longer than a few days at any specific location. 

The proposed Project would not generate significant ground borne vibration that could be felt at 
surrounding receptors. Proposed Project operations would not involve typical sources of operational 
vibration such as railroads or substantial heavy truck operations, and therefore would not result in 
vibration impacts at surrounding uses. Impacts would be less than significant. 

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport land use plan or, 
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use 
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3.17 

3.17.1 

Population and Housing 

Impact Analysis 

Would the project: 
Environmental Issue Area: Potentially Potentially Less Than No Impact 

Significant Significant Significant 
Impact Unless Impact 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

a) Induce substantial unplanned population D D D � 
growth in an area, either directly (e.g., by 
proposing new homes and businesses) 
or indirectly (e.g., through extension of 
roads or other infrastructure)? 

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing D D D � 
people or housing, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing 
elsewhere? 

a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, either directly (e.g., by 
proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (e.g., through extension of roads or 
other infrastructure)? 

The proposed Project does not include the construction of new housing, nor would it cause an 
increase in the housing supply indirectly through the increased demand for housing or extension of 
roads or other infrastructure. The intent of the proposed Project is to provide a supply of water that 
can be used in times of drought; it is not intended to support future development. Therefore, it would 
not induce any unplanned population growth in the area. There would be no impact. 

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing elsewhere? 

The proposed Project would not displace existing housing or people because elements of the 
proposed Project are located within the public road right-of-way and agricultural fields. None of these 
areas have existing housing or residents. There would be no impact. 
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significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, 
response times or other performance objectives for any of the public services: 
Schools? 

The proposed Project would construct water infrastructure facilities that would not be occupied. As it 
would not construct any residences, it would not generate an increase in the student population that 
would require new or expanded school facilities. No impact would occur. 

a-iv) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the 
provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, 
response times or other performance objectives for any of the public services: Parks? 

The proposed Project would construct water infrastructure facilities that would not be occupied. As it 
would not construct any residences, it would not generate an increase in the population that would 
require new or expanded park facilities. No impact would occur. 

a-v) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the 
provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, 
response times or other performance objectives for any of the public services: Other 
public facilities? 

Other public facilities in the area include various City of Hollister offices and the San Benito County 
Free Library. The proposed Project would construct water infrastructure facilities that would not be 
occupied. As it would not construct any residences, it would not generate an increase in the 
population that would require new or expanded City or library facilities. No impact would occur. 
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3.20 

3.20.1 

Transportation 

Impact Analysis 

Would the project: 
Environmental Issue Area: Potentially Potentially Less Than No Impact 

Significant Significant Significant 
Impact Unless Impact 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

a) Conflict with a program plan, ordinance D D � D 
or policy addressing the circulation 
system, including transit, roadway, 
bicycle and pedestrian facilities? 

b) Conflict with or be inconsistent with D D � D 
CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, 
subdivision (b)? 

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a D D D � 
geometric design feature (e.g., sharp 
curves or dangerous intersections) or 
incompatible uses (e.g., farm 
equipment)? 

d) Result in inadequate emergency D D � D 
access? 

e) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, D D D � 
including either an increase in traffic 
levels or a change in location that results 
in substantial safety risks? 

f) Result in inadequate parking capacity? D D � D 

a) Conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation system, 
including transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities? 

The proposed Project is not considered a trip-generating project. The ASR wells will be situated on 
private lands in a rural/agricultural area. Pipelines would be undergrounded within existing rights-of 
way. Operation of the proposed Project is not anticipated to increase traffic. While periodic 
maintenance of pipelines and the ASR wells would be required, maintenance activities would result 
in a negligible increase in additional traffic. 

Construction would result in a short-term increase in traffic levels on roadways in the proposed 
Project area. Construction vehicles and equipment expected to be used include, but are not limited 
to, haul trucks, delivery and service trucks, and construction worker vehicles. At estimated peak day 
levels, up to approximately 30 one-way construction worker vehicle trips could occur. Therefore, 
construction-related traffic would result in a negligible increase in traffic volumes throughout the 
proposed Project area. Construction of the proposed Project could result in temporary detours to 
roadways and pedestrian and bicycle routes; all facilities, including sidewalks and pavement, would 
be returned to pre-existing conditions after construction. Therefore, no long-term impacts to transit, 
bicycle, or pedestrian facilities would occur. 

Construction of the Proposed Project could result in temporary lane closures. Lane closures, if not 
properly regulated, could potentially conflict with a program, plan, ordinance, or policy addressing 
the circulation system. However, a traffic control plan would be prepared in accordance with local 
requirements. Accordingly, the proposed Project would not conflict with an applicable plan, 
ordinance, or policy addressing the circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle, and 
pedestrian facilities, and a less than significant impact would occur. 
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3.21 

3.21.1 

Tribal Cultural Resources 

Impact Analysis 

Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource 
defined in Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape 
that is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or 
object with cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and that is: 

Environmental Issue Area: Potentially Potentially Less Than No Impact 
Significant Significant Significant 

Impact Unless Impact 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 
a) Listed or eligible for listing in the D D D � 

California Register of Historical 
Resources, or in a local register of 
historical resources as defined in Public 
Resources Code section 5020.1 (k)? 

b) A resource determined by the lead D D � D 
agency, in its discretion and supported 
by substantial evidence, to be significant 
pursuant to criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public Resources 
Code Section 5024.1. In applying the 
criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of 
Public Resources Code Section 5024.1, 
the lead agency shall consider the 
significance of the resource to a 
California Native American tribe? 

If a lead agency determines that a project may cause a substantial adverse change to a TCR, the lead 
agency must consider measures to mitigate that impact. Consultation concludes when either: 1) the 
parties agree to measures to mitigate or avoid a significant effect, if a significant effect exists, on a 
TCR, or 2) a party, acting in good faith and after reasonable effort, concludes that mutual agreement 
cannot be reached (PRC § 21080.3.2). Under existing law, environmental documents must not include 
information about the locations of an archaeological site or sacred lands or any other information that 
is exempt from public disclosure pursuant to the Public Records act.] 

a) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or in a local 
register of historical resources as defined in Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k)? 

The proposed Project would not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical 
resource as defined in Public Resources Code section 5020.1 (k) because no cultural and/or tribal 
resources located in or near the project area that qualify as CEQA historical resources would be 
affected by the proposed Project. There would be no impact. 

b) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by substantial 
evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public 
Resources Code Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public 
Resources Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the significance of the 
resource to a California Native American tribe? 

Although no specific tribal cultural resources were identified during consultation, any previously 
unrecorded archaeological resource discovered during construction, or any other phase of the Project 
may also be determined to be a tribal cultural resource per the CEQA criteria noted above. Protocols 
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3.22 

3.22.1 

Utilities and Service Systems 

Impact Analysis 

Would the project: 
Environmental Issue Area: Potentially Potentially Less Than No Impact 

Significant Significant Significant 
Impact Unless Impact 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

a) Require or result in the relocation or D D � D 
construction of new or expanded water, 
wastewater treatment or storm water 
drainage, electric power, natural gas, or 
telecommunications facilities, the 
construction or relocation of which could 
cause siqnificant environmental effects? 

b) Have sufficient water supplies available D D D � 
to serve the project and reasonably 
foreseeable future development during 
normal, dry and multiple dry years? 

c) Result in a determination by the D D D � 
wastewater treatment provider, which 
serves or may serve the project that it 
has adequate capacity to serve the 
project's projected demand in addition to 
the provider's existing commitments? 

d) Generate solid waste in excess of State D D � D 
or local standards, or in excess of the 
capacity of local infrastructure, or 
otherwise impair the attainment of solid 
waste reduction qoals? 

e) Comply with federal, state, and local D D D � 
management and reduction statutes and 
requlations related to solid waste? 

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water, wastewater 
treatment or storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications 
facilities, the construction or relocation of which could cause significant environmental 
effects? 

The proposed Project would not require or result in the construction of new or expanded water or 
wastewater treatment facilities, or expansion of existing facilities beyond those evaluated in this joint 
environmental document. As described in Chapter 2.0, Project Description, the proposed Project 
contractor(s) will implement a USA to identify existing underground utilities and service connections 
prior to commencing any excavation work. Existing utilities would be avoided to the maximum extent 
practical and protected in place. Impacts would be less than significant. 

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and reasonably foreseeable 
future development during normal, dry and multiple dry years? 

Proposed Project operations would not consume water. No potable water supplies would be 
delivered to customers as part of the proposed Project. As such, the proposed Project would not 
require new or expanded entitlements. There would be no impact. 
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3.23 

3.23.1 

Wildfire 

Impact Analysis 

If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity 
zones, would the project: 

Environmental Issue Area: Potentially Potentially Less Than No Impact 
Significant Significant Significant 

Impact Unless Impact 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 
a) Substantially impair an adopted D D � D 

emergency response plan or emergency 
evacuation plan? 

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other D D � D 
factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and 
thereby expose project occupants to, 
pollutant concentrations from a wildfire 
or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire? 

c) Require the installation or maintenance D D � D 
of associated infrastructure (such as 
roads, fuel breaks, emergency water 
sources, power lines or other utilities) 
that may exacerbate fire risk or that may 
result in temporary or ongoing impacts to 
the environment? 

d) Expose people or structures to D D � D 
significant risks, including downslope or 
downstream flooding or landslides, as a 
result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, 
or d rainaqe chances? 

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation 
plan? 

Construction of the proposed Project could temporarily impact emergency response times and 
evacuation routes. Portions of the proposed Project, located on Highway 156, could physically 
interfere with designated evacuation routes or otherwise conflict with an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan. However, the proposed Project would be required to 
follow the 2022 Caltrans Standard Specifications for general construction traffic control. Traffic 
control would be required on the east side of San Felipe Road, which would have reduced access 
for trenching of the new pipeline. The implementation of a traffic control plan would reduce potential 
conflicts with emergency response and evacuation plans. Impacts would be less than significant. 

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby 
expose project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled 
spread of a wildfire? 

The proposed Project would not exacerbate wildfire risks due to slope, prevailing winds, or other 
factors due to the proposed Project's location away from areas susceptible to wildfire. The proposed 
Project site is not located within an area of moderate, high, or very high fire hazard severity for the 
LRA. The proposed Project is located in a semi-rural area predominantly surrounded by agricultural 
fields and developed urban land uses. Impacts would be less than significant. 
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3.24 

3.24.1 

Environmental Justice 

Impact Analysis 

If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity 
zones, would the project: 

Environmental Issue Area: Potentially Potentially Less Than No Impact 
Significant Significant Significant 

Impact Unless Impact 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 
a) Cause impacts to minority or low- D D � D 

income populations that are 
disproportionately high and adverse, 
either directly, indirectly, or 
cumulatively? 

a) Would the project cause impacts to minority or /ow-income populations that are 
disproportionately high and adverse, either directly, indirectly, or cumulatively? 

According to the U.S. Census, the city of Hollister has a median income, in 2023 dollars, of 
approximately $101,000 and has a poverty rate of approximately 10% (USCB 2023). The proposed 
Project would not be located in areas inhabited by low-income or minority populations. Although 
construction would generate impacts such as dust, traffic, and noise, these activities would be 
intermittent and temporary and would cease upon completion of work activities. Where potential 
impacts could occur, mitigation measures have been identified to reduce such effects to less than 
significant. In addition, construction-related effects would be similar regardless of their locations 
within or outside census tracts that contain minority/low-income communities. While construction of 
the proposed Project has the potential for short-term adverse environmental effects, Project 
operations would benefit the Hollister community, including low-income and minority households, by 
providing for the storage of water that can be used during dry years, thereby minimizing the need for 
substantial reductions in water use. Impacts would be less than significant. 
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3.26 

3.26.1 

CEQA Mandatory Findings of Significance 

Impact Analysis 

Would the project: 
Environmental Issue Area: Potentially Potentially Less Than No Impact 

Significant Significant Significant 
Impact Unless Impact 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

a) Does the project have the potential to D � D D 
substantially degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the 
habitat of a fish or wild life species, cause 
a fish or wildlife population to drop below 
self-sustaining levels, threaten to 
eliminate a plant or animal community, 
substantially reduce the number or 
restrict the range of a rare or 
endangered plant or animal or eliminate 
important examples of the major periods 
of California history or prehistory? 

b) Does the project have impacts that are D D � D 
individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable ("Cumulatively 
considerable" means that the 
incremental effects of a project are 
considerable when viewed in connection 
with the effects of past projects, the 
effects of other current projects, and the 
effects of probable future projects)? 

c) Does the project have environmental D D � D 
effects, which will cause substantial 
adverse effects on human beings, either 
directly or indirectly? 

a) Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or 
wildlife population to drop below self--sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or 
animal community, substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or 
endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of 
California history or prehistory? 

CEQA Determination: The proposed Project is located in a highly disturbed environment where 
special-status plant and animal species, and habitat to support such species are absent. The 
proposed Project does not have the potential to substantially degrade habitat for fish or wildlife 
species or cause a drop in population levels. While the Project would not threaten to eliminate a 
plant or animal community, it could potentially reduce the number of some special-status species. 
However, mitigation measures described in Section 5.7 would reduce these impacts to a level that 
would be less than significant. No known historic or prehistoric resources would be affected by the 
Project, and mitigation described in Section 5.8 would reduce impacts on encountered resources to 
a level that would be less than significant. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant with 
mitigation. 

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable 
("Cumulatively considerable" means that the incremental effects of a project are 
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4 Consultation and Coordination 
4.1 Summary of Public Involvement 
This document is a joint CEQA Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) and NEPA 
Supplemental Environmental Assessment (SEA). SBCWD will conduct public outreach during the 
environmental review process, as required by CEQA. Notices of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (MND) will be published, and a public meeting will be held by the SBCWD Board of 
directors to consider adoption of the IS/MND. The combined Initial Study/Supplemental 
Environmental Assessment (IS/SEA) will be posted on Reclamation's website and will be available 
for review for 30 days. 

4.2 IS/SEA Document Distribution 
The CEQA public review period will start with publication of this document and will end after 30 days. 
The NEPA public review period is expected to coincide with the CEQA public review period. SBCWD 
will publish notices and will submit the IS/MND to the State Clearinghouse. 

4.3 Final MND/NOD 
SBCWD will consider adoption of the MND at a regular meeting of the Board of Directors. Meetings 
occur monthly, on the second Wednesday of the month. The date for consideration of adoption of 
the IS/MND has not yet been determined. 

4.4 Public Meetings 
As noted above, SBCWD will consider adoption of the IS/MND at a regular Board meeting. The 
public will have the opportunity to provide comments at that meeting. 

4.5 Compliance with Federal Statutes and Regulations 
This section describes the status of compliance with relevant federal laws, executive orders, and 
policies, and the consultation that has occurred to date or will occur in the near future. Most of these 
regulations involve ongoing compliance, which would occur in coordination with preparation of the 
IS/SEA. 

Federal Endangered Species Act 

Section 7 of the FESA requires federal agencies, in consultation with the Secretary of the Interior, to 
ensure that their actions do not jeopardize the continued existence of endangered or threatened 
species, or result in the destruction or adverse modification of the critical habitat of these species. 
Under Section 7, a project that could result in incidental take of a listed threatened or endangered 
species must consult with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to obtain a 
Biological Opinion (BO). If the BO finds that the project could jeopardize the existence of a listed 
species ("jeopardy opinion"), the agency cannot authorize the project until it is modified to obtain a 
"non-jeopardy" opinion. 

Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act, Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, and Executive Order 
13168 
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U.S. Congress adopted general conformity requirements as part of the Clean Air Act (CAA) 
Amendments in 1990 and the USEPA implemented those requirements in 1993 (Sec. 176 of the 
CAA (42 U.S.C. § 7506) and 40 CFR Part 93, Subpart B). General conformity requires that all 
federal actions "conform" with the SIP as approved or promulgated by USEPA. The purpose of the 
general conformity program is to ensure that actions taken by the federal government do not 
undermine state or local efforts to achieve and maintain the national ambient air quality standards. 
Before a federal action is taken, it must be evaluated for conformity with the SIP. All "reasonably 
foreseeable" emissions predicted to result from the action are taken into consideration. These 
include direct and indirect emissions, and must be identified as to location and quantity. If it is found 
that the action would create emissions above de minimis threshold levels specified in USEPA 
regulations (40 CFR § 93.153(b)), or if the activity is considered "regionally significant" because its 
emissions exceed 10 percent of an area's total emissions, the action cannot proceed unless 
mitigation measures are specified that would bring the proposed Project/Action into conformance. 

As described in Section 3.6, Air Quality, the proposed Project/Action's potential emissions are below 
minimum thresholds and are well below 10 percent of the area's inventory specified for each criteria 
pollutant designated non-attainment or maintenance for the Bay Area. As such, the lead agency is in 
compliance with this Act. 

Executive Order 13007 - Indian Sacred Sites 

Sacred sites are defined in Executive Order 13007 (May 24, 1996) as "any specific, discrete, 
narrowly delineated location on Federal land that is identified by an Indian tribe, or Indian individual 
determined to be an appropriately authoritative representative of an Indian religion, as sacred by 
virtue of its established religious significance to, or ceremonial use by, an Indian religion; provided 
that the tribe or appropriately authoritative representative of an Indian religion has informed the 
agency of the existence of such a site." The proposed Project/Action would not be located on or 
impact any Federal lands and therefore would not affect any Indian sacred sites. 
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No forestry resources are located in the Proposed Project area (San Benito County 2015a). 

Air Quality 
The Proposed Project area is located within the boundaries of the North Central Coast Air Basin 
(NCCAB). The NCCAB comprises all of Santa Cruz, San Benito and Monterey Counties. The 
Monterey Bay Air Resources District (MBARD), formerly the Monterey Bay Unified Air Pollution 
Control District (MBUAPCD), is the regional air quality agency for the NCCAB. 

Regional Climate, Topography, and Meteorology 
The NCCAB lies along the central coast of California and covers an area of 5, 159 square miles that 
contains alternating mountain ranges and valleys. The San Benito Valley, which runs northwest 
southeast and is bounded on the east by the Diablo Range and on the west by the Gabilan Range 
(MBUAPCD 2008). 

The semi-permanent high pressure cell in the eastern Pacific is the basic controlling factor in the 
climate of the NCCAB. In the summer, the high pressure cell is dominant and causes persistent west 
and northwest winds over the entire California coast. Air descends in the Pacific High, forming a 
stable temperature inversion of hot air over a cool coastal layer of air. The onshore air currents pass 
over cool ocean waters to bring fog and relatively cool air into the coastal valleys. The warmer air 
aloft acts as a lid to inhibit vertical air movement. The generally northwest-southeast orientation of 
mountainous ridges tends to restrict and channel the summer onshore air currents. Surf ace heating 
in the interior portion of the Salinas and San Benito Valleys creates a weak low pressure which 
intensifies the onshore air flow during the afternoon and evening (MBUAPCD 2008). 

In the fall, the surface winds become weak, and the marine layer grows shallow, dissipating 
altogether on some days. The air flow is occasionally reversed in a weak offshore movement, and 
the relatively stationary air mass is held in place by the Pacific High pressure cell, which allows 
pollutants to build up over a period of a few days. It is most often during this season that the north or 
east winds develop to transport pollutants from either the San Francisco Bay area or the Central 
Valley into the NCCAB. During the winter, the Pacific High migrates southward and has less 
influence on the air basin. Air frequently flows in a southeasterly direction out of the Salinas and San 
Benito Valleys, especially during night and morning hours. Northwest winds are nevertheless still 
dominant in winter, but easterly flow is more frequent. The general absence of deep, persistent 
inversions and the occasional storm systems usually result in good air quality for the basin as a 
whole in winter and early spring (MBUAPCD 2008). 

Hollister, at the northern end of the San Benito Valley, experiences west winds nearly one-third of 
the time. The prevailing air flow during the summer months probably originates in the Monterey Bay 
area and enters the northern end of the San Benito Valley through the air gap through the Gabilan 
Range occupied by the Pajaro River. In addition, a northwesterly air flow frequently transports 
pollutants into the San Benito Valley from the Santa Clara Valley (MBUAPCD 2008). 

Pollutants of Concern 

Criteria Air Pollutants 
Criteria air pollutants are defined as pollutants for which the federal and state governments have 
established ambient air quality standards to protect public health and welfare. There are six criteria 
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air pollutants: ozone (03); particulate matter, which consists of particulate matter 10 micrometers and 
smaller (PM10) and particulate matter 2.5 micrometers and smaller (PM2.s); carbon monoxide (CO); 
nitrogen dioxide (N02); sulfur dioxide (S02); and lead (Pb). Q3 is considered a regional pollutant 
because its precursors - nitrogen oxides (NOx) and reactive organic gases (ROG) - affect air quality 
on a regional scale. Pollutants such as CO are considered local pollutants that tend to accumulate in 
the air locally. Particulate matter is both a regional and local pollutant. The primary criteria pollutants 
generated by the Proposed Project are Q3 precursors (NOx and ROG), CO, and PM10. Principal 
characteristics and possible health and environmental effects of these criteria air pollutants are 
described below. 

Ozone: 03, also known as smog, is not emitted directly into the atmosphere. Instead, it is a 
secondary pollutant that is formed when ROG and NOx (both by-products of the internal 
combustion engine exhaust) undergo chemical reactions in the presence of sunlight. ROG 
and NOx are known as Q3 precursors. Ozone poses a health threat to those who already 
suffer from respiratory diseases (e.g., asthma) as well as to healthy people. Exposure to Q3 
can cause coughing, sore or scratchy throat, inflamed airways, chest pain, lung infection, 
and aggravation of lung diseases such as asthma, emphysema, and chronic bronchitis 
(United Stated Environmental Protection Agency [USEPA] 2024a). Exposure to elevated 
concentrations of Q3 can result in deaths from respiratory causes. Additionally, ozone has 
been tied to crop damage, typically in the form of stunted growth, reduced photosynthesis, 
increased risk of diseases, and leaf discoloration (USEPA 2023). 

2 Carbon Monoxide: CO is a colorless, odorless gas produced by incomplete combustion of 
carbon substances, such as gasoline or diesel fuel. CO concentrations tend to be the highest 
during winter mornings with little to no wind, when surface-based inversions trap the pollutant 
at ground levels. The highest ambient CO concentrations are generally found near traffic 
congested corridors and intersections. The primary adverse health effect associated with CO 
is interference with normal oxygen transfer to the blood, which may result in tissue oxygen 
deprivation. Exposure to very high levels of CO, which are possible indoors or in other 
enclosed environments, can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness, and death 
(USE PA 2024b ). 

3 Particulate matter: Particulate matter consists of finely divided solids or liquids such as 
soot, dust, aerosols, fumes, and mists. Particulate matter includes PM10, which are inhalable 
coarse particles with a diameter of 10 micrometers or less, and PM2.s, which are inhalable 
fine particles with a diameter of 2.5 micrometers or less. Particulate discharge into the 
atmosphere results primarily from industrial, agricultural, construction, and transportation 
activities. Particles less than 10 micrometers in diameter pose the greatest risk to health 
because these particles can get deep into the lungs and may even enter the bloodstream. 
Health effects of exposure to particulate matter include premature death in people with heart 
or lung disease, nonfatal heart attacks, irregular heartbeat, aggravated asthma, decreased 
lung function, and increased respiratory symptoms (e.g., irritation of the airways, coughing or 
difficulty breathing). Particulate matter can also cause environmental effects such as reduced 
visibility (haze), environmental damage (e.g., making lakes and streams acidic, depleting 
nutrients in soils, damaging sensitive forests and farm crops, affecting diversity of 
ecosystems, and contributing to acid rain effects), and aesthetic damage by staining stone 
and other materials (USEPA 2024c). 
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Toxic Air Contaminants 
According to the California Health and Safety Code, a toxic air contaminant (TAC) is "an air pollutant 
which may cause or contribute to an increase in mortality or an increase in serious illness, or which 
may pose a present or potential hazard to human health" (California Air Resources Board [CARB] 
2024a). CARB has formally identified over 200 substances and groups of substances as TACs. 
Examples of TACs include benzene; asbestos; formaldehyde; dioxin; toluene; and metals such as 
cadmium, mercury, chromium, and lead compounds, among many others (CARB 2024a). 

Diesel engines emit a complex mixture of pollutants, including very small carbon particles, or "soot" 
coated with numerous organic compounds, known as diesel particulate matter (DPM). DPM contains 
more than 40 cancer-causing substances, most of which are readily adsorbed onto the soot 
particles. In 1998, the CARB identified DPM as a TAC based on its potential to cause cancer. 

Most major sources of diesel engine emissions, such as ships, trains, and trucks, operate in and 
around urban areas. As a result, people living and working in cities and industrial areas and near 
heavy truck or train traffic are most likely to be exposed to DPM. Exposure to DPM can contribute to 
a range of health problems, including cancer. Diesel engine emissions are believed to be 
responsible for about 70 percent of California's estimated known cancer risk attributable to TACs 
(CARB 2024b ). DPM comprises about 8 percent of PM2.5 in outdoor air, which is a known health 
hazard. As a significant fraction of PM2.5, DPM contributes to numerous health impacts that have 
been attributed to particulate matter exposure, including increased hospital admissions, particularly 
for heart disease, but also for respiratory illnesses, and even premature death. Additionally, 
exposure to DPM may contribute to the onset of new allergies. DPM also affects the environment by 
reducing visibility and contributing to global warming (CARB 2024b ). 

Odor 
Other air quality issues of concern in the NCCAB include nuisance from odors. Odors represent 
emissions of one or more pollutants that are a nuisance to healthy persons and may trigger asthma 
episodes in people with sensitive airways. Pollutants associated with objectionable odors include 
sulfur compounds and methane. Typical sources of odors include landfills, rendering plants, 
chemical plants, agricultural uses, wastewater treatment plants, and refineries. Odors are a complex 
problem that can be caused by minute quantities of substances. Because people have differing 
reactions to odors, the nuisance level of an odor varies. (MBUAPCD 2008). 

Existing Air Quality 

Ambient Air Quality 
Ambient air quality is monitored at seven MBARD-operated monitoring stations located in Salinas, 
Hollister, Carmel Valley, Santa Cruz, Scotts Valley, Davenport, and Watsonville. In addition, the 
National Park Service operates a station at Pinnacles National Park and an industry consortium 
operates a station in King City. These stations measure concentrations of pollutants for which 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) and California Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(CAAQS) have been set by the USEPA and the CARB, respectively. 

The closest monitoring station to the proposed Project area is the Hollister-Fairview Road monitoring 
station, located approximately 3.4 miles south of the proposed Project area. The Hollister-Fairview 
Road station monitors 03, PM10, PM2.s, Outdoor Temperature, Relative Humidity, Wind Direction 
Scalar, and Wind Speed-Scalar (Table 1 ). 

January 2025 I C-5 



Table 1: Ambient Air Quality Data at the Hollister-Fairview Road Monitoring Station from 2021 
to 2023. 

Pollutant Standards 1 Year 

2021 2022 I 2023 
03 

Maximum 1-hour concentration (ppm) 0.077 0.073 0.065 

Maximum 8-hour concentration (ppm) 0.068 0.058 0.056 

Number of days standard exceeded 

CAAQS 1-hour (>0.09 ppm) 0 0 0 

NAAQS 8-hour (>0.07 ppm) 0 0 0 

CAAQS 8-hour (>0.07 ppm) 0 0 0 

PM10 

National maximum 24-hour concentration (µg/m3) 128.8 77.4 56.4 

State maximum 24-hour concentration (µg/m3) 130.0 75.3 56.8 

National annual average concentration (µg/m3) 19.4 18.2 12.6 

State annual average concentration (µg/m3) 19.3 18.5 12.3 

Number of days standard exceeded 

NAAQS 24-hour (>150 µg/m3) 0 0 0 

CAAQS 24-hour (>50 µg/m3) 5 4 2 

PM2.s 

National maximum 24-hour concentration (µg/m3) 27.2 19.5 39.4 

State maximum 24-hour concentration (µg/m3) 27.2 19.5 39.4 

National annual average concentration (µg/m3) 5.6 5.0 4 

State annual average concentration (µg/m3) 5.6 5.0 4 

Number of days standard exceeded 

NAAQS 24-hour (>35 µg/m3) 0 0 

Source: CARB 2023 
Notes: 03 = ozone; PM10 = particles of 10 micrometers and smaller; PM2.s= particles of 2.5 micrometers and smaller; 
ppm= parts per million; µg/m3 = micrograms per cubic meter; ppb = parts per billion; NAAQS = National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards; CAAQS = California Ambient Air Quality Standards;*= insufficient data available to determine the 
value 
1. Outdoor Temperature, Relative Humidity, Wind Direction-Scalar, and Wind Speed-Scalar.data are not available on 
CARB's website 
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Attainment Status 
The Federal Clean Air Act (FCAA) requires the USEPA to designate areas within the country as 
either "attainment" or "nonattainment" for each criteria pollutant based on whether the NAAQS have 
been achieved. Similarly, the California Clean Air Act (CCAA) requires the CARB to designate areas 
within California as either "attainment" or "nonattainment" for each criteria pollutant based on 
whether the CAAQS have been achieved. If a pollutant concentration is lower than the NAAQS or 
CAAQS, the area is classified as "attainment" for that pollutant. If a pollutant exceeds the NAAQS or 
CAAQS, the area is classified as "nonattainment" for that pollutant. If there is not enough data 
available to determine whether the NAAQS or CAAQS is exceeded in an area, the area is 
designated as "unclassified". The designation of "unclassified/attainment" means that the area meets 
the standard or is expected to be meet the standard despite a lack of monitoring data. Areas that 
achieve the NAAQS or CAAQS after a nonattainment designation are redesignated as 
"maintenance" areas and must have approved maintenance plans to ensure continued attainment of 
the standards. Table 2 presents the attainment status for each criteria air pollutant in San Benito 
County. 

Table 2: Attainment Status for San Benito County 

Pollutant Federal Standard California Standard 

03 Unclassified/Attainment Attainment 

PM10 Unclassified Nonattainment 

PM2.s Unclassified/Attainment Attainment 

co Unclassified/Attainment Unclassified 

N02 Unclassified/Attainment Attainment 

S02 Unclassified/Attainment Attainment 

Pb Unclassified/Attainment Attainment 

Source: GARB 2024c 
Notes: 03 = ozone; PM10 = particles of 10 micrometers and smaller; PM2.s= particles of 2.5 micrometers and smaller; 
CO= carbon monoxide; N02 = nitrogen dioxide; S02 = sulfur dioxide; Pb= lead 

As shown in Table 2, San Benito County is in nonattainment for the state standards for PM10. The 
County is in attainment of, or unclassified for, all other state and all federal standards. 

Energy 
Pacific Gas & Electric Company (PG&E) provides electric and natural gas services in San Benito 
County, including the proposed Project area. In 2022, San Benito County consumed approximately 
398.8 million kilowatt-hours of electricity and 15.1 million therms of natural gas (CEC 2022). There 
are no existing electric transmission lines near the proposed ASR well sites; the closest existing 
transmission line is one 60-kilovolt line approximately two miles away on Mccloskey Road (CEC 
2024). 
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Geology and Soils 
The Hollister Valley, an alluvial plain bordered by the Gabilan Range to the south and west and by 
the Diab lo Range to the east, is located in the Coast Range geomorphic province. The Coast 
Ranges are composed of thick Mesozoic and Cenozoic sedimentary strata (CGS 2002). The 
proposed Project area is underlain by Pleistocene-Holocene alluvium deposits and Pleistocene older 
alluvium deposits (DOC 2015a). 

The City of Hollister is located in a seismically active area. Four fault zones traverse the county in 
the vicinity of the planning area: the San Andreas Fault, the Quien Sabe Fault, the Tres Pinos and 
the Calaveras Faults. The San Andreas Fault system, probably the largest in the United States, 
crosses San Benito County in a southeasterly direction along the Gabilan Range two and a half 
miles west of the City. The Hayward/Calaveras Fault runs south and north and bisects the City 
through downtown. The Quien Sabe Fault is three miles to the east of the Proposed Project area 
and trends southeast. All but the Tres Pines Fault are considered active faults (City of Hollister 
2005). 

Hazards associated with earthquake faults include ground rupture, ground shaking, and liquefaction. 
The Hollister area has been historically susceptible to all three earthquake hazards. Ground rupture 
is the primary hazard and is regarded as more likely to occur in the zone immediately around the 
fault, while ground shaking, or vibrations caused by an earthquake, is a secondary seismic hazard 
that can occur many miles from the fault. The more lightly compacted and/or water-saturated the soil 
conditions, the more capable the ground is of transmitting seismic waves. Consequently, the 
intensity of ground shaking or liquefaction is related more to soil conditions than to the distance from 
a given fault. Liquefaction is generated by the sudden rise of the water table through loose soils. 
That is, it generally occurs during prolonged periods of ground shaking to alluvial (flood plain), or 
granular soils, if the water table is within 30 feet of the surface. The Hollister area has alluvial soils 
and a perched water table, particularly within the flood plain around the San Benito River. 

Soils in the proposed Project area all have similar characteristics, being primarily coarse sandy and 
gravelly soils, or sandy loams, that are well drained with low-to-moderate runoff potential, low-to 
moderate shrink/swell potential, and variable rates of corrosion. Depth to weathered bedrock in San 
Benito clay loam is 40-60 inches. Soil types throughout the proposed Project area can be seen in 
Figure 2. 
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From the Upper Cretaceous geological period through the Miocene epoch, much of the Hollister 
area was covered by shallow, warm seas. Sediment washed from adjacent mountains accumulated 
in the valleys producing extensive terrestrial sediment deposits, within which paleontological remains 
are preserved. The first major paleontological discovery in the County occurred in 1937, when the 
most complete Plesiosaur skeleton ever found was excavated from the Moreno Formation in the 
Panache Hills. Subsequently, both the Moreno and Temblor Formations have yielded fossils, and 
fossil sites have been found at many locations in the County (San Benito County 2015a). 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Climate change refers to long-term changes in temperature, precipitation, wind patterns, and other 
elements of the earth's climate system. An ever-increasing body of scientific research attributes 
these climatological changes to greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. GHG emissions are emitted by 
natural processes and human activities. Human-produced GHG emissions are created primarily by 
the burning of fossil fuels for energy. The human-produced GHG emissions most responsible for 
global warming and their relative contribution to it are carbon dioxide (C02), methane (CH4), nitrous 
oxide (N20), and chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). 

Each type of GHG has a different capacity to trap heat in the atmosphere and each type remains in 
the atmosphere for a particular length of time. The ability of a GHG to trap heat is measured by an 
index called the global warming potential expressed as carbon dioxide equivalent (C02e). C02 is 
considered the baseline GHG in this index and has a global warming potential of one. CH4 has a 
global warming potential of 21 times that of C02, and N20 has a global warming potential of 310 
times that of C02. The families of CFCs, hydrofluorocarbons, and perfluorocarbons have a 
substantially greater global warming potential than other GHGs, generally ranging from 
approximately 1,300 to over 10,000 times that of C02. While C02 represents the vast majority of the 
total volume of GHGs released into the atmosphere, the release of even small quantities of other 
types of GHGs can be significant for their contribution to climate change. 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
According to the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) EnviroStor Database (DTSC 
2024), hazardous material database listings included records of two sites near the Proposed Project 
area: 

• Royal Circuit Solutions, INC. (21 Hamilton Ct): This listing is a "tiered permit" located 
approximately 1.25 miles west of ASR 5. The site is currently inactive and in need of 
evaluation. 

• Naval Auxiliary Air Station, Hollister (90 Skylane Drive, #101 ): This listing is "military 
evaluation" site type located approximately 2 miles west of ASR 1. The Hollister Naval 
Auxiliary Air Station (NAAS) is a 300-acre site located approximately 2 miles north of 
Hollister. In 1949, the War Assets Administration issued a quitclaim deed granting the 300- 
acre Hollister NAAS to the City of Hollister. The site subsequently has been used to store 
crop dusting equipment and is currently used as a local airport. In 1960, the city of Hollister 
removed and disposed of nine USTs (heating oil storage). Three USTs (fuel) were drained, 
filled with water, and abandoned in place. Two USTs were located by the Hollister Fire 
Department and were removed and replaced with triple-wall tanks. A third tank and related 
pipelines and a pump island were also removed by the City of Hollister. 
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There are no schools located within one-quarter mile of the proposed Project area. The nearest 
school is Hollister SDA Christian School, which is located approximately 2.8 miles from ASR 5. 

The nearest airport is the Hollister Municipal Airport, located adjacent to a portion of the proposed 
water transmission pipeline to the northwest of the intersection of San Felipe Road and Fallon Road. 
Portions of the proposed Project are located within ALUC Review Area 1, which encompasses 
locations where all four factors (noise, safety, airspace protections, and overflight) represent 
compatibility concerns (San Benito County ALUC 2012). 

The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) has prepared fire hazard 
severity zone maps indicating the potential severity of wildfires in an area. Maps have been prepared 
for State Responsibility Areas, where CAL FIRE has responsibility for fire protection, and Local 
Responsibility Areas (LRAs), where fire protection is the responsibility of local fire districts and 
departments. CAL FIRE has determined that San Benito County has no Very High Fire Hazard 
Severity Zones in its LRAs (CAL FIRE 2008). The proposed Project area is within an LRA. 

Hydrology and Water Quality 
Hydrology and Drainage 
The proposed Project is located within the Pajaro River watershed. The Pajaro River watershed 
ranges in elevation from sea level to approximately 4,900 feet amsl. The mouth of the Pajaro River is 
near Watsonville, where it empties into Monterey Bay just north of Elkhorn Slough. The San Benito 
River joins the Pajaro River approximately 2.5 miles north of Anzar Junction near Highway 101 and 
comprises over half of the Pajaro River watershed area. 

The San Benito River and Santa Ana Creek are the two main streams that pass through the 
proposed Project area. The San Benito River flows from southeast to northwest in the southern 
portion of the proposed Project area and has a drainage area of approximately 661 miles. Santa Ana 
Creek, an intermittent creek, flows southeast to northwest across the northern portion of the 
proposed Project area and eventually flows into Tequisquita Slough before joining Pacheco Creek 
above San Felipe Lake, approximately seven miles north of the Hollister Municipal Airport (City of 
Hollister, 2005). 

Hernandez Reservoir and Paicines Reservoir, located 45 miles and 10 miles southeast of the 
proposed Project area, respectively, serve as the primary sources of local surface water supply in 
the area. Hernandez Reservoir is designed and operated to supplement the groundwater supply in 
northern San Benito County. Paicines Reservoir receives water from the San Benito River via a 
combination of natural runoff and releases form Hernandez Reservoir. Water is released for 
percolation to Tres Pines Creek and the San Benito River to provide additional groundwater 
recharge during the dry season (HOR, 2008). 

The proposed Project area is mostly developed, being located within the WHWTP and the rights-of 
way of San Felipe and Fallon Road. When adequate rainfall occurs, runoff drains to existing 
stormwater infrastructure, or percolates directly into the ground if located in the agricultural areas 
near Fallon Road. 

Groundwater 
The proposed Project is located within the Gilroy-Hollister Valley Groundwater Basin. The basin 
underlies the broad valley, which is bounded by the Diablo Range on the east, the Gabilan Range 
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and the Santa Cruz Mountains to the west, and the San Andreas Rift Zone to the southwest. 
Groundwater levels in the basin showed significant declines from the early 1900s to the early 1970's. 
However, groundwater levels have risen over 100 feet in the past 35 years due to delivery of 
imported surf ace water and the construction of the Hernandez Reservoir. The City of Hollister 
utilizes groundwater wells for municipal and industrial water supply (HOR 2008). 

Flood Hazard 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) administers the National Flood Insurance 
Program to provide subsidized flood insurance for those communities that comply with FEMA 
regulations. FEMA has mapped the 100-year flood zone (also known as a 1 percent annual chance 
flood) for Santa Ana Creek near the ASR wells. Portions of the proposed Project, including the water 
transmission pipeline Near Fallon Road and some ASR wells, are located in Flood Zone AO or AE. 
ASR well sites 1,2, 4, and 5 will be located on raised pads in order to keep the wellhead, electrical 
equipment, and appurtenant equipment at least 1' above the FEMA-desig nated 100-year flood water 
surf ace elevation. 

Water Quality 
The watersheds described previously are broadly impacted by pollutants originating from non-point 
sources such as regional agricultural activities, grazing practices, urbanization and 
hydro modification, as well as from certain point sources such as mining, agricultural and wastewater 
treatment operations. Common pollutants include excess sediment, nutrients, and fecal coliform. 

Generally, groundwater within the Gilroy-Hollister Valley Groundwater Basin is marginally acceptable 
for potable and irrigation use but has a high mineral content that occasionally exceeds drinking water 
standards. Total dissolved solids (TDS) concentrations range from below 500 mg/L to over 1,500 
mg/L, which greatly exceeds the California recommended secondary drinking water standard of 500 
mg/L TDS (SBCWD, 2011; HOR, 2008). Most of the minerals in the local groundwater derive from 
dissolution of aquifer materials, but some portion is due to human activities such as agriculture and 
the disposal of treated wastewater (SBCWD, 2011 ). 

Land Use and Planning 
The City of Hollister is in northern San Benito County. It has jurisdiction over land within its city limits. 
San Benito County has land use regulatory authority over all unincorporated land in the county, 
excluding land owned/managed by either the State or Federal governments (e.g., State Parks, 
National Parks, Bureau of Land Management areas) and tribal lands) (San Benito County 2015a). 

Mineral Resources 
Portions of the Hollister Planning Area include areas mapped as significant sources of construction 
aggregate deposits (sand, gravel and crushed rock) by the State Mining and Geology Board under 
the Surf ace Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) (City of Hollister 2005). The purpose of the 
mapping program under SMARA is to ensure the regulation of surface mining operations to assure 
that adverse environmental impacts are minimized and mined lands are reclaimed to a usable 
condition. The State Department of Conservation, Office of Mine Reclamation has specified Plant 25 
91-35-0004 as an active open pit. Plant 25 91-35-0004 is located approximately 3.8 miles away from 
the proposed Project area, and its primary products are sand and gravel (DOC 2016). 
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Noise 
Existing Noise Environment 
Noise sources that affect the baseline noise levels throughout San Benito County include traffic on 
State highways and local roads, aircraft operations, commercial and industrial uses, agricultural 
operations, active recreation areas, and mining operations (San Benito County 2015a). Existing 
sources of noise in the proposed Project area include vehicular traffic on surrounding streets, 
residential uses and agricultural operations. Existing ambient noise levels in the proposed Project 
area are expected to be relatively low due to its rural location. However, the Hollister Municipal 
Airport is located adjacent to a portion of the proposed water transmission pipeline to the northwest 
of the intersection of San Felipe Road and Fallon Road. According to the Hollister Municipal ALUCP, 
portions of the proposed Project are located within the 55-60 dB CNEL and 60-65 dB CNEL Noise 
Impact Zones (San Benito County ALUC 2015). 

Noise Sensitive Receptors 
Certain land uses are considered more sensitive to noise than others. Examples of these types of 
land uses include residential areas, educational facilities, hospitals, childcare facilities, and senior 
housing. As noted in Section 3.3, Air Quality, there are residences in the vicinity of the Project area. 

Population and Housing 
The proposed Project area is in San Benito County, in the City of Hollister. San Benito County has a 
total population of 64,753 and the City of Hollister has a total population of 42,093 (U.S. Census 
ACS 2022). The Proposed Project area falls within San Benito County's Census Tract 7.02 Block 
Group 2. This census tract has a total population of 6, 199 (U.S. Census ACS 2022). 

San Benito County has a total of 20,365 housing units, with 19,484 units occupied (U.S. Census 
ACS 2020). The City of Hollister has a total of 12,182 housing units, with 11,904 units occupied. 
Census Tract 7.02 BG 2 has a total of 471 housing units, 422 of which are occupied. (U.S. Census 
ACS 2020). 

Public Services 
Fire protection services for the City of Hollister are provided by three Fire Departments. The Hollister 
City Fire Department is responsible for areas within the City limits, while the San Benito County Fire 
Department provides protection for unincorporated County land and CAL FIRE serves the 
unincorporated wild land areas. Under a mutual aid agreement; the City Fire Department provides 
initial response to areas within the County, and the County Fire department provides initial response 
to areas within the City (City of Hollister). CAL FIRE has determined that San Benito County has no 
Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones in LRA. Therefore, San Benito County does not have a map 
of recommended VHFHSZ in LRA (CAL FIRE 2008).Law enforcement for the project site is the 
responsibility of the Hollister Police Department within City limits, and the San Benito County 
Sheriff's Department in unincorporated areas (City of Hollister 2005). 

The Hollister School District operates the public elementary and middle schools in the project area, 
while the San Benito High School District operates schools for grades 9 through 12. The Hollister 
School District serves a student population of about 5,670 students with a TK-5 school, five 
elementary schools {TK-8), two middle schools (6-8), a Dual Language Immersion Academy (K-6, 
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Spanish/English), and an Accelerated Achievement Academy (5-8) (Hollister School District n.d.). 
The San Benito High School District (SBHSD) serves nearly 3,000 students in Hollister, California, 
40 miles south of the Silicon Valley. The only high school in the district is Hollister High School (San 
Benito High School District 2024). There are no schools located near the proposed Project area. 

Approximately 16 parks are located within the City of Hollister, none of which are near the Proposed 
Project area (City of Hollister 2024). Refer to Section 3.19, Recreation, for more information. 

Recreation 
Approximately 16 parks are located within the City of Hollister, none of which are near the Proposed 
Project area (City of Hollister 2024). The Park Facility Master Plan for the City of Hollister requires 
an average of 4 acres of parks and recreational facilities for every 1,000 citizens. The Master Plan 
indicates that currently the city provides approximately 4.1 acres of parkland for every 1,000 people. 
This is over the required acreage and considered consistent with the City's policy. However, bicycle 
and pedestrian trail are limited. San Benito County has adopted a bikeway plan, which would provide 
a connection between the existing parks and other pedestrian oriented centers (City of Hollister 
2018). 

Transportation 
The City of Hollister and San Benito County together maintain approximately 900 centerline miles of 
major streets and highways, 11.7 miles of heavy rail track, two airports, and a few bicycle facilities 
within the City of Hollister. The majority of the roadways within the City of Hollister are two-lane 
roadways, with a few three-lane and four-lane segments. 

Tribal Cultural Resources 
The proposed Project area falls within the traditional territory of the Ohlone (Costanoan). According 
to linguistic reconstruction, the Costanoan language belongs to the Penutian Stock along with 
Miwokan (Moratto 1984). Eshleman and Glenn (2007), argue for a genetic relationship between 
speakers of the Penutian Stock, which includes the Ohlone and many neighboring peoples. 

The Utian (Costanoan and Miwokan) language family is argued to have emerged around 5,000 to 
4,000 Cal B.P., corresponding with the archaeological Wind miller Pattern of the Delta and Central 
Valley (Eshleman and Glenn 2007). Bennyhoff and Fredrickson (1994) provide a synthesis of this 
archaeological pattern based on a traits-list approach. Technological components include grinding 
and plant processing tools, evidence for darts and atlatls, an evolved polished stone tool industry 
with an expedient bone tool industry and stemmed points with little to no obsidian raw material 
utilization. The subsistence patterns are assumed to be more hunting reliant, and trade is argued to 
have centered on ceremonial and ornamental material culture. Mortuary practices are substantiated 
by burials within villages/settlements as well as specialized large grave complexes. Burials are often 
oriented to the west. 

The Wind miller Pattern is followed by the Berkeley Pattern, which coincides with the final phase of 
the Windmiller Pattern. The Berkeley Pattern appears to emerge around 1,000 Cal B.P. with an 
initial occurrence within the East San Francisco Bay and Delta regions (Moratto 1984). Jones and 
Klar (2007) note that the Berkeley Pattern is commonly interpreted as representing the linguistic and 
cultural divergence of the Costanoan and Miwokan peoples. Within the central coast region, the 
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archaeological occurrence of rectangular shell beads, abalone pendants and serrated arrow 
armatures may be representative of Costanoan ancestors (Jones et al. 2007). 

Members of the Amah Mutsun Tribal Band are the descendants of the Native American community 
that resided within the Project area and surrounding landscape. The Amah Mutsun Tribal Band 
webpage (Amah Mutsun Tribal Band 2024) offers the community's description of their ancestry, 
history, and struggle to maintain a cultural identity through European contact. According to their 
web page, the Amah Mutsun ancestors are "collectively referred to by many as 'Ohlone' ... the 
indigenous peoples of south-San Francisco and north-Monterey Bay area." They describe how they 
were held in Mission San Juan Bautista and Mission Santa Cruz by the Spanish, which disrupted 
their cultural practices and traditions. They describe themselves today as a people who "stand 
united" in celebration of their heritage and sovereignty. 

Pursuant to PRC § 21080.3.1 and in support of AB 52, consultation efforts with Native American 
tribal contacts have been incorporated in the cultural resource investigation of the Project area, as 
"California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with a geographic area may 
have expertise concerning their tribal cultural resources" (PRC§ 21080.3.1 [a]). Pursuant to PRC§ 
21080.3.1 (b ), lead agencies are required to send notifications of proposed projects to California 
Native American tribes that have requested in writing to be informed of proposed projects for 
consultation. Accordingly, the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) was contacted on 
March 9, 2023, to request a list of California Native American tribes and organizations that may have 
an interest in the Proposed Project pursuant to PRC 21080.3.1(c), as well as to request a search of 
the Sacred Lands File (SLF). The NAHC responded on March 17, 2023, providing a list of tribes that 
have cultural and traditional affiliation to the proposed project area. The NAHC response letter stated 
that the SLF search result was positive and recommended to contact the Amah Mutsun Tribal Band 
regarding the positive result 

Contact information for the following Native American tribes and tribal representatives were provided 
with the NAHC letter dated March 17, 2023: 

• Chairperson Valentin Lopez, Amah Mutsun Tribal Band 

• Chairperson Irene Zwierlein, Amah Mutsun Tribal Band of Mission San Juan Bautista 

• Most Likely Descendant (MLD) Kanyon Sayers-Roods, Indian Canyon Mutsun Band of 
Costanoan 

• Chairperson Ann Marie Sayers, Indian Canyon Mutsun Band of Costanoan 

• Chairperson Kenneth Woodrow, Wuksache Indian Tribe/Eshom Valley Band 

On August 21, 2024, SBCWD mailed letters to the above listed tribal representatives to initiate the 
AB 52 consultation process. On September 10, 2024, the letter sent by SBCWD to Kanyon Sayers 
Roods was returned with a note stating that Ms. Sayers-Roods was no longer located at the address 
provided in the NAHC consultation list. No additional contact information for Ms. Sayers-Roods was 
provided. To date, SBCWD has received no further responses and, as such, no TCRs have been 
identified. Should additional information be forthcoming from the Native American community, 
SBCWD will continue to conduct outreach as needed. 

Utilities and Service Systems 
The City of Hollister and Sunnyslope County Water District (SCWD) provide water supply to their 
individual service areas. In general, the City water service area includes the west side of Hollister, 
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north Hollister, and a portion of the Cienega Valley. The SCWD provides water to portions of the City 
of Hollister and adjacent unincorporated portions of the County generally east and southeast of 
Hollister. SCWD has the responsibility and authority to manage groundwater in San Benito County, 
which includes managing groundwater and surface water supplies. In addition, the District holds the 
contract for water through the CVP and is the imported water wholesaler from the CVP to Zone 6. 

Five wastewater treatment plants treat the domestic, commercial, and industrial wastewater flows 
generated within the City of Hollister. Cielo Vista Estates is a residential development within 
Sunnyslope's service area and includes approximately 75 single-family homes located at the 
intersection of Airline Highway and Fairview Road. The County operates the Cielo Vista Estates 
Wastewater Treatment Plant. Hollister owns and operates two wastewater treatment plants 
(WWTPs); the domestic wastewater treatment plant/water reclamation facility (DWWTP/WRF) and 
the industrial wastewater treatment plant (IWWTP). The WRF treats the City's domestic wastewater, 
consisting predominantly of residential, commercial, and industrial customers. The IWTP treats 
seasonal industrial wastewater from a single cannery and storm water. The Sunnyslope County 
Water District operates the domestic wastewater treatment plant serving the Ridgemark Estates 
community, consisting of two wastewater treatment plants that serve residential needs and a few 
commercial businesses located near the Ridgemark Golf Course (SBCWD et al. 2015). 

Solid waste disposal within the Hollister Planning Area is currently provided under contract via the 
Hollister Disposal Company. Solid waste is disposed of at the John Smith landfill that is the only 
permitted landfill (a Class Ill non-hazardous solid waste disposal facility) serving the Hollister area. 
The landfill is located on John Smith Road, east of Fairview Road. The landfill is owned by the 
County of San Benito and is operated by Hollister Disposal Company, under contract with the 
County. Currently, only 28 acres of the 57-acre landfill are being utilized, which provides sufficient 
capacity to dispose of waste at a level of 250 tons per day for an estimated 15 to 18 years. The 
landfill currently handles an average of approximately 75 tons per day. The Hollister Disposal 
Company is currently updating its permit to allow full utilization of all 57 acres of the landfill site. 
Although it is uncertain how technology will alter current packaging and disposal methods and affect 
long-term success of recycling efforts, it is estimated that the full utilization of the full site would 
provide a life span of between 40 and 45 years, based upon projected population growth in the 
service area. (City of Hollister 2005). 

Wildfire 
Wild land fire hazards in San Benito County create the potential for injury, loss of life, and property 
damage. The majority of the county is within areas that have a high to very high fire potential, which 
includes the central and southern portion of the county. The areas north of Pinnacles National Park 
and along the western boundary with Monterey County area also within very high fire hazard areas 
(San Benito County 2015b ). 

As noted in Section 3.12, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, CAL FIRE has determined that San 
Benito County has no Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones within an LRA. Therefore, San Benito 
County does not have a map of recommended VHFHSZ in LRA (CAL FIRE 2008). 

Environmental Justice 
USEPA defines environmental justice as: "The fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all 
people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income with respect to the development, 
implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies. Fair treatment 
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means no group of people, including racial, ethnic, or economic groups should bear a 
disproportionate share of the negative environmental consequences resulting from industrial, 
municipal, and commercial operations or the execution of Federal, state, local, and tribal programs 
and policies." 

According to U.S. Census data, San Benito County has a population of approximately 68,000. The 
median household income for San Benito County residents is approximately $96,000 per year. The 
county has a poverty rate of approximately 9.4%. The two major ethnic groups within the City include 
Hispanic or Latino (69%) and White (36%). 

According to US Census data, the City of Hollister has a population of approximately 45,000. The 
median household income for Hollister residents is approximately $105,000 per year. The City has a 
poverty rate of approximately 7.2%. The two major ethnic groups within the county include Hispanic 
or Latino (61 % ) and White (31 % ). 

According to USEPA guidelines, a minority population is present in the proposed Project/Action area 
if the minority population of the affected area exceeds 50 percent, or if the minority population 
percentage of the affected area is meaningfully greater than the minority population percentage in 
the general population or other appropriate unit of geographic analysis. Under the same guidelines, 
a low-income population exists if the Project area is composed of 50 percent or more people living 
below the poverty threshold, as defined by the U.S. Census Bureau, or if the percentage of people 
living below the poverty threshold in the proposed Project/Action area is substantially greater than 
the poverty percentage of the general population or other appropriate unit of geographic analysis. 

CEQA does not explicitly require a discussion of project impacts related to environmental justice, as 
CEQA addresses only impacts on the physical environment. However, the State of California has 
recently taken greater interest in environmental justice issues and has raised environmental justice 
concerns in comments on CEQA documents. In addition, it is acknowledged that the environmental 
impacts of some projects may disproportionately affect environmental justice communities. 

Indian Trust Assets 
Indian trust assets (ITAs) are legal interests in assets that are held in trust by the U.S. Government 
for federally recognized Indian tribes or individuals. The trust relationship usually stems from a 
treaty, EO, or act of Congress. The Secretary of the Interior is the trustee for the United States on 
behalf of federally recognized Indian tribes. "Assets" are anything owned that holds monetary value. 
"Legal interests" are defined as a property interest for which there is a legal remedy, such as 
compensation or injunction, if there is improper interference. Assets can be real property, physical 
assets, or intangible property rights, such as a lease, or right to use something. Indian trust assets 
cannot be sold, leased or otherwise alienated without United States' approval. Trust assets may 
include lands, minerals, and natural resources, as well as hunting, fishing, and water rights. Indian 
reservations, rancherias, and public domain allotments are examples of lands that are often 
considered trust assets. In some cases, Indian trust assets may be located off trust land. 

Reclamation shares Indian trust responsibility with all other agencies of the Executive Branch to 
protect and maintain Indian Trust assets reserved by or granted to Indian tribes, or Indian individuals 
by treaty, statute, or Executive Order. 
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