
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TRUST LANDS USE PLAN 
Glossary 

TERM DEFINITION 

Platform 

Policy 

Port Master Plan 

Port Master Plan Amendment 

Port Master Plan Update 

Portside Community 

Preserve 

Primary Use 

Prioritize 
Prohibit 

Project 

Promote 

Protect 
Provide 

Public Facility 

Public Open Space 

A fixed structure that extends over the water and functions as an extension of 
land over the water and is used exclusively for non-landing activities such as, 
but not limited to, recreation and commercial uses. Some platforms have built 
structures or may be leased. Like a deck, but a platform is always over water 
or riprap. 

A policy is a rule or guidance for a course of action that indicates how a 
District objective will be achieved. 

Carries out the provisions Chapter 8 of the Coastal Act. Contains the proposed 
uses of land and water areas, where known; the projected design and location 
of port land areas, water areas, berthing, and navigation ways and systems 
intended to serve commercial traffic within the area of jurisdiction of the port 
governing body; and proposed projects listed as appealable. 

Formal approved change to the certified Port Master Plan, such an 
Amendment itself requires certification by the CCC. 

A Port Master Plan Amendment approved by the Board of Port 
Commissioners on (XXX), certified by the CCC on (XXX) and effective as of 
(XXXX) (see 14 California Code of Regulations Section 13632). 

Communities downwind from industrialized, waterfront uses and activities and 
tend to have poor air quality. As of certification of this TLUP (dated XXXX), 
Portside Communities included Barrio Logan, Logan Heights, Sherman 
Heights in the City of San Diego, and West National City. 

To maintain and protect. 

The preferred and dominant use within a water or land use designation. The 
primary use(s) for which land or a building is or may be intended, occupied, 
maintained, arranged, or designed. 

To designate or treat (something) as more important than other things. 

To refuse to allow. 

The whole of an action, which has a potential for resulting in either a direct 
physical change in the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable indirect 
physical change in the environment, and that is any of the following: (1) an 
activity directly undertaken by any public agency including but not limited to 
public works construction and related activities clearing or grading of land, 
improvements to existing public structures, enactment and amendment of 
zoning ordinances, and the adoption and amendment of local General Plans or 
elements thereof pursuant to Government Code Sections 65100-65700; (2) 
an activity undertaken by a person or entity which is supported in whole or in 
part through public agency contacts, grants, subsidies, loans, or other forms 
of assistance from one or more public agencies; or (3) an activity involving the 
issuance to a person of a lease, permit, license, certificate, or other entitlement 
for use by one or more public agencies (CEQA Guidelines Section 15378). 
A Project is separate from the 'Appealable Project List' as defined by this 
document; see definition of 'Appealable'. 

To help bring about or further the growth or establishment of; or to further the 
popularity of by publicizing and advertising. 

To defend from trouble, harm, or loss. 

To make available. 

Any area that is owned, leased, or otherwise operated, or funded by a 
governmental body or public entity, which may, include, but is not limited to, 
buildings, property, recreation areas, and roads. 

Unobstructed, usable outdoor spaces accessible to the public. 
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TRUST LANDS USE PLAN 
Glossary 

TERM DEFINITION 

Public Realm 

Public Trust Doctrine 

Public-Private Partnership 

Pursue 

Recognize 

Reconfiguration 

Recreation 

Recreational Vessel 

Redevelopment 
Regulate 

Remediation (Environmental 
Remediation) 

Remove 
Replace 
Replacement (as used in 
the definition of Major 
Development) 
Replace in-kind 
Require 

Research 

Resilience 

Retain 

Retrofit 

Roadways 

Salt Pond 

Scenic Vista Area 

Revised Draft I TLUP 

Public realm is defined as the exterior space around and between structures 
and facilities that are publicly accessible. These areas support or facilitate 
social interaction and include active and passive uses. 

While public realm areas may include designated Recreation Open Space 
areas, they may also include areas within a developed site or leasehold 
assigned with other use designations, such as Commercial Recreation. Public 
realm also includes streets, sidewalks, and other accessways that facilitate 
public access. 

Refers to a common law doctrine creating the legal right of the public to use 
certain lands and water. 

A partnership between a government agency and private entity that share the 
responsibility for a project or service delivery. 

To proceed along, follow, or continue with to try to find or strive for an item or 
objective. 

To acknowledge or to be aware of the existence of or significance of. 

The arrangement or rearrangement of parts into a different form or 
combination. 

Activities of leisure. 

Vessels used for recreational use. Recreational vessels can be motorized or 
non-motorized. Motorized vessels include but are not limited to jet skis; fly 
boards; boats; or similar motorized vessels for recreational use. Non-motorized 
vessels include but are not limited to: kayaks; paddle boats; boards (paddle, 
stand-up, surf, or similar); or similar non-motorized vessels for recreational use. 

Development on an existing development site. 

To control, direct, or govern according to a rule, principle, or system. 

The removal of pollution or contaminants from environmental media such as 
soil, groundwater, sediment, or surface water. 

To move something from place or position occupied. 

To provide a substitute or equivalent for what is existing. 

Renovation, reinforcement, or alternations that shall be calculated by linear 
feet, surface area or volume (in the case of shoreline protection). 

To provide a substitute or equivalent. 

To ask or insist upon, as by right or authority. 

To conduct careful, systematic, patient study and investigation in some field of 
knowledge, undertaken to discover or establish facts or principles. 

The capacity of any entity - an individual, a community, an organization, or 
a natural system - to prepare for disruptions, to recover from shocks and 
stresses, and to adapt and grow from a disruptive experience. 

To keep in a fixed state or condition. 

To change in design, construction, or equipment of an existing facility in order 
to incorporate later improvements or to bring it into compliance (or where that 
is not feasible, more nearly into compliance) with modern standards for such 
facilities. 

An accessway which allows and is intended to serve vehicular traffic. 
Examples of roadways include, but are not limited to, general lanes and 
dedicated lanes for transit or other mobility modes. 

A human-made feature along the coastline that allows for the drying and 
collection of salt. 

An area of visual public access providing scenic views from publicly accessible 
points on Tidelands, as depicted on the Planning District Coastal Access: 
Views and Pathways figures. 



TRUST LANDS USE PLAN 
Glossary 

TERM DEFINITION 

Sea Level Rise 

Secondary Use 

Sensitive Coastal Habitats 

Sensitive Habitat 

Sensitive Receptor 

Shade Structure 

Ship 

Shoreline 

Shoreline Protective Devices 

Site 

Special Allowances 

Spill Response Services 

Sportfishing 

Standards 

Sea level change, both globally and locally (relative sea level change) due to 
(1) a change in ocean volume as a result of a change in the mass of water in 
the ocean, (2) changes in ocean volume as a result of changes in ocean water 
density, (3) changes in the shape of the ocean basins and changes in the 
Earth's gravitational and rotational fields, and (4) local subsidence or uplift of 
the land. 

Complement primary use(s) identified within a water and land use designation 
but are not the preferred use and should not dominate any development site, 
or impede, interfere or create conflicts with the functionality of the higher 
priority primary use. 

Areas that have: "sensitive resource values," meaning those fragile or unique 
natural resources, including flora and fauna, which are particularly susceptible 
to degradation resulting from surrounding development, the adverse effects 
of which have not been carefully evaluated, mitigated, or avoided. Examples 
include, but are not limited to, environmentally sensitive areas, as defined 
in CCA Section 30107.5, areas uniquely suited for scientific or educational 
purposes, and specific public recreation areas where the quality of the 
recreational experience is dependent on the character of the surrounding area. 
(California Coastal Act Section 30525) 

Land, water, and vegetation needed to maintain one or more sensitive species. 

Areas where the occupants are more susceptible to the adverse effects 
of exposure to toxic chemicals, pesticides, noise, and other pollutants. A 
sensitive receptor includes, but is not limited to, hospitals, schools, daycare 
facilities, elderly housing, and convalescent facilities, but excludes overnight 
accommodations. 

A built or natural structure, either permanent or transient, where the intended 
use is to provide relief from the sun. 

A large vessel used for military, cargo, or passenger needs. 

Where the land and a body of water meet. 

Revetments, breakwaters, groins, harbor channels, seawalls, cliff retaining 
walls, and other such construction that alters natural shoreline processes shall 
be permitted when required to serve coastal dependent uses or to protect 
existing structures or public beaches in danger from erosion, and when 
designed to eliminate or mitigate adverse impacts on local shoreline sand 
supply." Upland adaptation strategies and "soft" or natural shoreline solutions, 
such as living shorelines, do not constitute shoreline protective devices. 
(California Coastal Act, Section 30235) 

To locate or position (verb). The place where a structure or development was, 
is, or will be located (noun). 

Provide specific detail on allowable uses, conditions. or operations in specific 
locations on Tidelands. Special allowances are intended to address unique 
situations in either a planning district or subdistrict. 

An establishment that provides the necessary services required to effectively 
respond to, contain, and clean up releases of hazardous chemicals and/or 
wastes. 

Fishing duly authorized under applicable state and federal laws or regulations 
in which passengers pay to fish on a licensed sportfishing vessel. 

Establish requirements for the physical development of property. 
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TRUST LANDS USE PLAN 
Glossary 

TERM DEFINITION 

State Tidelands and Submerged 
Lands (or tidelands and 
submerged lands) 

Stewardship 

Storage 

Strategic Highway Network 
(STRAHNET) 

Strive 

Structure 

Subdistrict 

Support 

Sustainable 

Technology Cluster 

Terminal 

Tidelands Border Community 

TLUPArea 

Toxic Air Contaminants 

Transition Zone 

Revised Draft I TLUP 

Pursuant to the Submerged Lands Act of 1953, these lands include: (1) all lands 
within the boundaries of each of the respective States which are covered by 
nontidal waters that were navigable under the laws of the United States at 
the time such State became a member of the Union, or acquired sovereignty 
over such lands and waters thereafter, up to the ordinary high water mark as 
heretofore or hereafter modified by accretion, erosion, and reliction; (2) all 
lands permanently or periodically covered by tidal waters up to but not above 
the line of mean high tide and seaward to a line three geographical miles 
distant from the coast line of each such State and to the boundary line of each 
such State where in any case such boundary as it existed at the time such 
State became a member of the Union, or as heretofore approved by Congress, 
extends seaward (or into the Gulf of Mexico) beyond three geographical 
miles, and (3) all filled in, made, or reclaimed lands which formerly were lands 
beneath navigable waters. These lands are managed by the California State 
Lands Commission or its grantees. 

An ethic that embodies the responsible planning and sustainable management 
of resources. 

Dedicated structures or areas where materials or goods are kept until needed. 

The STRAHNET is a 62,791-mile system of roads deemed necessary for 
emergency mobilization and the peacetime movement of heavy armor, fuel , 
ammunition, repair parts, food, and other commodities to support U.S. military 
operations. Even though the U.S. Department of Defense deploys heavy 
equipment primarily by rail, highways still play a critical role in times of need. 
STRAHNET Connectors (about 1,700 miles) are additional highway routes 
linking more than 200 important military installations and ports to STRAHNET. 
These routes typically are used when personnel and equipment are moved 
during a mobilization or deployment. Generally, these routes end at the port 
boundary or installation gate. Although installations may have multiple access/ 
egress routes, the STRAHNET Connector is generally the most direct and 
highest functional class roadway. 

To make a concerted effort. 

Includes, but is not limited to, any building, road, pipe, electrical power 
transmission and distribution line, communication facilities, renewable energy 
facilities, in-water improvements, or placement or erection of any solid 
material on land or in the water, including without limitation building materials 
or landscaping. 

A division of a planning district. 

To carry or bear the weight of; To promote the interests or cause of. 

Practices that meet the needs of present users without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet their own needs, particularly with regard 
to use and waste of natural resources. 

Broad and inclusive networks made up of public and private entities focused 
on industrial research, training, and technology transfer. 

A connection point for Industrial marine or cruise terminal operations. 

Communities in the City of Imperial Beach, which tend to have poor water 
quality and suffer from transboundary environmental pollution in and around 
the Tijuana River Valley. 

Submerged lands and tidelands granted to the District through SB 507 that 
are included as part of this trust lands use plan. 

An air pollutant which may cause or contribute to an increase in mortality or 
an increase in serious illness, or which may pose a present or potential hazard 
to human health. (39655 California Health and Safety Code) 

A sequence of graduated land uses. 



TRUST LANDS USE PLAN 
Glossary 

TERM DEFINITION 

Trust-consistent 

Update 

Use 

Use Type 

Vessels 

Viability 

Visual Access 

Walkways 

Water Feature 

Water Use Type 

Water-Based Transfer Point 

Water-Based Transit 

Watercraft 
Waterways 

Wave run-up 

Wayfinding 

Wetlands 

Yacht Club 

Activities or uses that are compatible with the District's mandate and 
responsibilities to administer the Tidelands in trust. Includes administration 
activities undertaken by the District and associated facilities (offices) 
principally to conduct such administration as well as the beneficial uses 
of tidelands (commerce, environmental stewardship, fisheries, navigation, 
recreation,) and support thereof. 

To bring into conformance or to improve with the current facts, methods, or 
ideas 

Development or activity that occurs on a site or in a building or facility. 

Any purpose for which a lot, building, or other structure or tract of land may 
be designated, arranged, intended, maintained, or occupied; or any activity, 
occupation, business, or operation carried on or intended to be carried on in a 
building or structure or on a tract of land. 

All types of ocean-going watercraft (personal and recreational), ships (military, 
cargo, and cruise), commercially operated passenger boats, and commercial 
fishing and sportfishing boats. 

Ability to work as intended or to succeed. 

The unhindered ability to have continuous views of scenic resources. 

A non-waterside recreational pathway that provides access from the nearest 
public road to the waterfront, also known as vertical access. Walkways are 
primarily for pedestrians and may also function as a multi-use pathway and/ 
or include a designated multi-use pathway and may include a view corridor 
extension. 

A point of interest with water as the defining focus. 

A type of development or activity occurring in or on the water within a 
specified water use designation. 

A place for loading and offloading passengers and/or cargo. This may include 
piers, docks, and slips. 

Transportation services available to the public (operated publicly or privately) 
picking up and offloading passengers at water-based transfer points. 

Vessels used for personal and recreational use. 

A navigable body of water. 

The maximum vertical extent of wave action on a beach or structure, above 
the still water line. 

Signage, graphic representations, or other digital or technological tools that 
provide orientation to one's surroundings and help one navigate from place to 
place. 

Lands which may be covered periodically or permanently with shallow water 
and include saltwater marshes, freshwater marshes, open or closed brackish 
water marshes, swamps, mudflats, and fens. 

A sport club specifically related to yachting. 
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Ascent Appendix B

San Diego Unified Port District 
Trust Lands Use Plan B-1 

Special-Status Plants Known to Occur in the Project Region and their Potential to Occur in the Survey Area 

Name
Federal
Status1

State
Status1 CRPR1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the
Survey Area2

San Diego thorn-mint 
Acanthomintha ilicifolia 

FT SE 1B.1

Wetland. Chaparral, coastal scrub, 
valley and foothill grassland, vernal 
pools. Endemic to active vertisol clay 
soils of mesas and valleys. Usually on 
clay lenses within grassland or 
chaparral communities. 80–3100 feet 
in elevation. Blooms April–June. 
Annual. 

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations.  

Nuttall's acmispon 
(Nuttal’s lotus) 
Acmispon prostratus 

— — 

1B.1 
Coastal dunes, coastal scrub. On sand 
dunes. 0–60 feet in elevation. Blooms 
March–June (July). Annual. 

May occur – Moderate potential to occur.
Limited areas of coastal dunes and coastal 
scrub in the southern end of the TLUP area 
provide habitat suitable for this species, and 
occurrence are documented nearby (CNDDB 
2024).

California adolphia  
Adolphia californica 

— —

2B.1 

Chaparral, coastal sage scrub, valley 
and foothill grassland. From 
sandy/gravelly to clay soils within 
grassland, coastal sage scrub, or 
chaparral; various exposures. 150–
2430 feet in elevation. Blooms 
December–May. Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Shaw's agave  
Agave shawii var. shawii 

— — 

2B.1 

Coastal bluff scrub, coastal scrub. 
Coastal bluffs and slopes within 
coastal sage scrub. 35–395 feet in 
elevation. Blooms September–May. 
Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

San Diego bur-sage  
Ambrosia chenopodiifolia 

— — 

2B.1 

Coastal scrub, mostly associated with 
maritime succulent scrub. Slopes of 
canyons in open succulent scrub 
usually with little herbaceous cover. 
65–820 feet in elevation. Blooms 
April–June. Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Singlewhorl burrobrush  
Ambrosia monogyra 

— — 
2B.2 

Chaparral, Sonoran desert scrub. 
Sandy soils. 15–1560 feet in elevation. 
Blooms August–November. Perennial.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species (chaparral or Sonoran desert 
scrub) is not present in the TLUP area.  

San Diego ambrosia  
Ambrosia pumila 

FE  — 1B.1 

Chaparral, coastal scrub, valley and 
foothill grassland. Sandy loam or clay 
soil; sometimes alkaline. In valleys; 
persists where disturbance has been 
superficial. Sometimes on margins or 
near vernal pools. 10–1905 feet in 
elevation. Blooms April–October. 
Geophyte.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species clay soils in valleys) is not present 
in the TLUP area.

Aphanisma  
Aphanisma blitoides 

— — 

1B.2 

Coastal bluff scrub, coastal dunes, 
coastal scrub. On bluffs and slopes 
near the ocean in sandy or clay soils. 
10–1000 feet in elevation. Blooms 
February–June. Annual. 

May occur – Low potential to occur. 
Amphanisma has not been detected in the 
vicinity of the TLUP area, however, the limited 
coastal scrub and dune habitat in the 
southern end of the TLUP area provides 
habitat that is potentially suitable for this 
species. 

I Name 
Federal State 

CRPR1 Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

I Status1 Status1 Survey Area2 

May occur - Moderate potential to occur. 

May occur - Low potential to occur. 
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 San Diego Unified Port District  
B-2 Trust Lands Use Plan 

Name
Federal
Status1

State
Status1 CRPR1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the
Survey Area2

Del Mar manzanita  
Arctostaphylos glandulosa 
ssp. crassifolia 

FE —  1B.1 

Chaparral. Sandy coastal mesas and 
ocean bluffs; in chaparral or Torrey 
pine forest. 100–1200 feet in elevation. 
Blooms December–June. Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Otay manzanita  
Arctostaphylos otayensis 

— — 1B.2 

Chaparral, cismontane woodland. 
Metavolcanic soils with other 
chaparral associates. 395–5005 feet in 
elevation. Blooms January–April. 
Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Dean's milk-vetch
Astragalus deanei

— — 1B.1

Chaparral, cismontane woodland, 
coastal scrub, riparian forest. Open, 
brushy south-facing slopes in Diegan 
coastal sage, sometimes on recently 
burned-over hillsides. 230–2610 feet 
in elevation. Blooms February–May. 
Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations.

Coastal dunes milk-vetch  
Astragalus tener var. titi

FE SE 1B.1 

Coastal bluff scrub, coastal dunes, 
coastal prairie. Moist, sandy 
depressions of bluffs or dunes along 
and near the Pacific Ocean; one site 
on a clay terrace. 5–150 feet in 
elevation. Blooms March–May. 
Annual. 

May occur – Low potential to occur. Coastal 
dunes milk-vetch has not been detected in 
the vicinity of the TLUP area, however, the 
limited coastal scrub and dune habitat in the 
southern end of the TLUP area provides 
habitat that is potentially suitable for this 
species

Coulter's saltbush  
Atriplex coulteri 

— — 1B.2 

Coastal bluff scrub, coastal dunes, 
coastal scrub, valley and foothill 
grassland. Ocean bluffs, ridgetops, as 
well as alkaline low places. Alkaline or 
clay soils. 5–1510 feet in elevation. 
Blooms March–October. Perennial. 

May occur – Low potential to occur. Coulter’s 
saltbush has not been detected in the vicinity 
of the TLUP area, however, the limited coastal 
scrub, grassland, and dune habitat in the 
southern end of the TLUP area provides 
habitat that is potentially suitable for this 
species

South coast saltscale 
Atriplex pacifica 

— — 1B.2 

Alkali playa. Coastal scrub, coastal 
bluff scrub, playas, coastal dunes. 
Alkali soils. 5–1310 feet in elevation. 
Blooms March–October. Annual. 

May occur – Low potential to occur. South 
coast saltscale has not been detected in the 
vicinity of the TLUP area, however, the limited 
coastal scrub and dune habitat in the 
southern end of the TLUP area provides 
habitat that is potentially suitable for this 
species

Golden-spined cereus  
Bergerocactus emoryi 

— — 2B.2 

Coastal scrub, chaparral, closed-cone 
coniferous forest. Limited to the 
coastal belt. 10–1295 feet in elevation. 
Blooms May–June. Perennial. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species (coastal scrub, chaparral, and 
closed-cone coniferous forest) is not present 
in the TLUP area.

San Diego goldenstar  
Bloomeria clevelandii 

— — 1B.1 

Wetland. Chaparral, coastal scrub, 
valley and foothill grassland, vernal 
pools. Mesa grasslands, scrub edges; 
clay soils. Often on mounds between 
vernal pools in fine, sandy loam. 165–
1525 feet in elevation. Blooms April–
May. Geophyte. 

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

I Name 
Federal State 

CRPR1 Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

I Status1 Status1 Survey Area2 

May occur - Low potential to occur. 

May occur - Low potential to occur. 

May occur - Low potential to occur. 
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San Diego Unified Port District 
Trust Lands Use Plan B-3 

Name
Federal
Status1

State
Status1 CRPR1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the
Survey Area2

Orcutt's brodiaea  
Brodiaea orcuttii 

— — 1B.1 

Ultramafic. Vernal pools, valley and 
foothill grassland, closed-cone 
coniferous forest, cismontane 
woodland, chaparral, meadows and 
seeps. Mesic, clay habitats; sometimes 
serpentine; usually in vernal pools 
and small drainages. 100–5300 feet in 
elevation. Blooms May–July. 
Geophyte.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Dunn's mariposa-lily  
Calochortus dunnii 

— — 1B.2 

Ultramafic. Closed-cone coniferous 
forest, chaparral, valley and foothill 
grassland. On gabbro or 
metavolcanic soils; also known from 
sandstone; often associated with 
chaparral. 835–5300 feet in elevation. 
Blooms (February), April–June. 
Geophyte.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Lakeside ceanothus  
Ceanothus cyaneus 

— — 1B.2 
Closed-cone coniferous forest, 
chaparral. 655–3410 feet in elevation. 
Blooms April–June. Perennial. 

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Otay Mountain ceanothus  
Ceanothus otayensis

— — 1B.2 

Ultramafic. Chaparral. Metavolcanic 
or gabbroic soils. 245–3805 feet in 
elevation. Blooms January–April. 
Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Wart-stemmed ceanothus 
Ceanothus verrucosus

— — 2B.2 
Chaparral. 5–1245 feet in elevation. 
Blooms December–May. Perennial. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species (chaparral) is not present in the 
TLUP area.

Smooth tarplant  
Centromadia pungens ssp. 
laevis

— — 1B.1 

Riparian meadows and playas, 
typically outside of wetlands along 
the coastline. 15–3840 feet in 
elevation. Blooms April–September. 
Annual. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species (riparian meadow) is not present 
in the TLUP area. 

Orcutt's pincushion  
Chaenactis glabriuscula
var. orcuttiana 

— — 1B.1 
Coastal bluff scrub, coastal dunes. 
Sandy sites. 10–260 feet in elevation. 
Blooms January–August. Annual. 

May occur – Low potential to occur. Orcutt’s 
pincushion was observed during the 2017 
reconnaissance survey of the Port Master Plan 
Update area, adjacent to the TLUP area (Port 
of San Diego 2023). The coastal scrub and 
dune habitat in the southern end of the TLUP 
area provides habitat that is potentially 
suitable for this species.

Salt marsh bird's-beak  
Chloropyron maritimum 
ssp. maritimum 

FE SE 1B.2 

Marshes and swamps, coastal dunes, 
salt marsh, wetland. Limited to the 
higher zones of salt marsh habitat. 0–
35 feet in elevation. Blooms May–
October. Annual. 

May occur – Moderate potential to occur. 
Habitat suitable for this species (salt marsh 
and coastal dunes) is present in the area, and 
this species has been documented in the 
north and south sides of the San Diego Bay 
(CNDDB 2024). This species was not observed 
during the 2017 reconnaissance surveys of the 
Port Master Plan Update area, adjacent to the 
TLUP area (Port of San Diego 2023); however, 
it was noted that marsh habitat in the TLUP 
area provides high-quality habitat for this 
species.  

I Name 
Federal State 

CRPR1 Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

I Status1 Status1 Survey Area2 

May occur - Low potential to occur. 

May occur - Moderate potential to occur. 
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 San Diego Unified Port District  
B-4 Trust Lands Use Plan 

Name
Federal
Status1

State
Status1 CRPR1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the
Survey Area2

Orcutt's spineflower  
Chorizanthe orcuttiana 

FE SE 1B.1 

Coastal scrub, chaparral, closed-cone 
coniferous forest. Sandy sites and 
openings; sometimes in transition 
zones. 10–410 feet in elevation. 
Blooms March–May. Annual. 

May occur – Low potential to occur. Orcutt’s 
spineflower has been recorded near the TLUP 
area in the Cabrillo National Monument and 
along the Point Loma peninsula area (CNPS 
2024). Although this species is typically found 
in upland sites, the sandy areas near coastal 
scrub in the southern end of the TLUP area 
provide habitat suitable for this species.  

Long-spined spineflower 
Chorizanthe polygonoides
var. longispina 

— — 1B.2 

Ultramafic. Chaparral, coastal scrub, 
meadows and seeps, valley and 
foothill grassland, vernal pools. 
Gabbroic clay. 100–5050 feet in 
elevation. Blooms April–July. Annual. 

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Delicate clarkia 
Clarkia delicata

— — 1B.2

Ultramafic. Cismontane woodland, 
chaparral. Often on gabbro soils. 165–
4460 feet in elevation. Blooms April–
June. Annual.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

San Miguel savory  
Clinopodium chandleri 

— — 1B.2 

Ultramafic. Chaparral, cismontane 
woodland, coastal scrub, riparian 
woodland, valley and foothill 
grassland. Rocky, gabbroic or 
metavolcanic substrate. 395–3525 
feet in elevation. Blooms March–July. 
Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Summer holly  
Comarostaphylis 
diversifolia ssp. diversifolia 

— — 1B.2 

Chaparral, cismontane woodland. 
Often in mixed chaparral in California, 
sometimes post-burn. 100–3100 feet 
in elevation. Blooms April–June. 
Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

San Diego sand aster  
Corethrogyne filaginifolia
var. incana

— — 1B.1 

Coastal scrub, coastal bluff scrub, 
chaparral. Most sites are disturbed, so 
hard to tell. Possibly in disturbed sites 
and ecotones. 10–375 feet in 
elevation. Blooms June–September. 
Perennial. 

May occur – Moderate potential to occur. San 
Diego sand aster has been recorded near the 
TLUP area in the Cabrillo National Monument, 
at Point Loma, and in the Naval Air Station in 
the northern San Diego Bay (CNPS 2024). The 
limited area of coastal scrub and disturbed 
upland sites in the southern end of the TLUP 
area provides habitat suitable for this species. 

Snake cholla  
Cylindropuntia californica 
var. californica

— — 1B.1 
Chaparral, coastal scrub. 50–950 feet 
in elevation. Blooms April–May. 
Perennial. 

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. Additionally, habitat suitable for 
this species (chaparral and coastal scrub) is 
absent in the TLUP area. 

Otay tarplant  
Deinandra conjugens 

FT SE 1B.1 

Coastal scrub, valley and foothill 
grassland. Coastal plains, mesas, and 
river bottoms; often in open, 
disturbed areas; clay soils. 195–900 
feet in elevation. Blooms (April), May–
June. Annual.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

I Name 
Federal State 

CRPR1 Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

I Status1 Status1 Survey Area2 
May occur - Low potential to occur. 

May occur - Moderate potential to occur. 
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Name
Federal
Status1

State
Status1 CRPR1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the
Survey Area2

Orcutt's bird's-beak  
Dicranostegia orcuttiana

— — 2B.1 

Coastal scrub. Found in coastal scrub 
associations on slopes and open 
areas; also reported from 
intermittently moist swales, and in 
washes. 0–655 feet in elevation. 
Blooms (March), April–July 
(September). Annual.

May occur – Low potential to occur. This 
species has been documented inland from the 
San Diego bay in open coastal scrub stands 
surrounded by grassland (CNPS 2024). The 
coastal scrub in the south end of the TLUP 
area may provide habitat that is marginally 
suitable for Orcutt’s bird’s-beak.  

Orcutt's dudleya  
Dudleya attenuata ssp. 
attenuata 

— — 2B.1 

Coastal scrub, coastal bluff scrub, 
chaparral. Rocky mesas, canyons, and 
ridges. 10–165 feet in elevation. 
Blooms May–July. Perennial. 

May occur – Low potential to occur. Although 
Orcutt’s dudleya has not been recorded near 
the TLUP area (CNPS 2024), the coastal scrub 
in the southern end of the TLUP area provides 
habitat suitable for this species.

Blochman's dudleya
Dudleya blochmaniae ssp. 
blochmaniae

— — 1B.1 

Coastal scrub, coastal bluff scrub, 
chaparral, valley and foothill 
grassland. Open, rocky slopes; often 
in shallow clays over serpentine or in 
rocky areas with little soil. 15–1475 
feet in elevation. Blooms April–June. 
Perennial.

May occur – Low potential to occur.
Blochman’s dudleya has been recorded in the 
Tijuana Slough National Wildlife Refuge 
approximately 2 miles south of the TLUP area 
(CNPS 2024). The limited area of coastal scrub 
in the southern end of the TLUP area provides 
habitat suitable for this species.

Short-leaved dudleya  
Dudleya brevifolia 

— SE 1B.1 

Chaparral, coastal scrub. On Torrey 
sandstone soils; in pebbly openings. 
100–410 feet in elevation. Blooms 
April–May. Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Variegated dudleya  
Dudleya variegata 

— — 1B.2 

Chaparral, coastal scrub, cismontane 
woodland, valley and foothill 
grassland. In rocky or clay soils; 
sometimes associated with vernal 
pool margins. 10–1905 feet in 
elevation. Blooms April–June. 
Perennial.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species (rocky or clay soils) is not present 
in the TLUP area.

Sticky dudleya  
Dudleya viscida 

— — 1B.2 

Coastal scrub, coastal bluff scrub, 
chaparral, cismontane woodland. On 
north and south-facing cliffs and 
banks. 35–1805 feet in elevation. 
Blooms May–June. Perennial. 

May occur – low potential to occur. Although 
there are no records of sticky dudleya 
occurring in or near the TLUP area (CNPS 
2024), the limited area of coastal scrub in the 
southern end of the TLUP area provides 
habitat suitable for this species.

Palmer's goldenbush  
Ericameria palmeri var. 
palmeri 

— — 1B.1 

Coastal scrub, chaparral. On granitic 
soils, on steep hillsides. Mesic sites. 
15–2050 feet in elevation. Blooms 
(July), September–November. 
Perennial.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species (granitic soils and steep hillsides) 
is not present in the TLUP area.

San Diego button-celery  
Eryngium aristulatum var. 
parishii

FE SE 1B.1 

Vernal pools, coastal scrub, valley and 
foothill grassland, wetland. San Diego 
mesa hardpan and claypan vernal 
pools and southern interior basalt 
flow vernal pools; usually surrounded 
by scrub. 50–2885 feet in elevation. 
Blooms April–June. Annual/Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

I Name 
Federal State 

CRPR1 Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

I Status1 Status1 Survey Area2 
May occur - Low potential to occur 

May occur - Low potential to occur. 

May occur - Low potential to occur. 

May occur - low potential to occur. 
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Name
Federal
Status1

State
Status1 CRPR1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the
Survey Area2

Sand-loving wallflower  
Erysimum ammophilum 

— — 1B.2 

Chaparral (maritime), coastal dunes, 
coastal scrub. Sandy openings. 0–195 
feet in elevation. Blooms February–
June. Perennial. 

May occur – Low potential to occur. Sand-
loving wallflower has been recorded in the 
Cabrillo National Monument within 1 mile of 
the TLUP area (CNPS 2024). The limited area 
of coastal scrub in the southern end of the 
TLUP area and sandy berms in the margins of 
the salt flats may provide habitat suitable for 
this species. 

Cliff spurge  
Euphorbia misera 

— — 2B.2 

Coastal bluff scrub, coastal scrub, 
Mojavean desert scrub. Rocky sites. 
10–1410 feet in elevation. Blooms 
December–August (October). 
Perennial.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species (rocky sites, especially Mojavean 
desert scrub) is not present in the TLUP area.

San Diego barrel cactus 
Ferocactus viridescens 

— — 2B.1

Vernal pools, freshwater wetlands. 
Often on exposed, level or south-
sloping areas; often in coastal scrub 
near crest of slopes. 10–1610 feet in 
elevation. Blooms May–June. 
Perennial.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species (vernal pools or rocky areas 
associated with freshwater wetland) is not 
present in the TLUP area. 

Palmer's frankenia  
Frankenia palmeri 

— — 2B.1 

Wetland. Coastal dunes, marshes 
(coastal salt), playas. 0–35 feet in 
elevation. Blooms May–July. 
Perennial. 

May occur – Moderate potential to occur. 
Palmer’s Frankenia has been documented in 
sandy banks, lagoons, and salt marshes 
surrounding the TLUP area including one 
occurrence within 500 feet of the TLUP area 
(CNPS 2024). The salt marshes, dunes, and 
marshes throughout the TLUP area provide 
high-quality habitat suitable for this species.  

Mexican flannelbush  
Fremontodendron 
mexicanum

FE — 1B.1 

Ultramafic. Closed-cone coniferous 
forest, chaparral, cismontane 
woodland. Usually scattered along 
the borders of creeks or in dry 
canyons; found on gabbro, 
serpentine, or metavolcanics. 985–
1610 feet in elevation. Blooms March–
June. Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Desert bedstraw  
Galium proliferum 

— — 2B.2 

Joshua tree woodland, Mojavean 
desert scrub, pinyon and juniper 
woodland. Rocky, limestone 
substrate. 3905–5350 feet in 
elevation. Blooms March–June. 
Annual. 

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Campbell's liverwort  
Geothallus tuberosus 

— — 1B.1 

Vernally moist grassland, vernal 
pools, upland coastal scrub. Liverwort 
known from mesic soil. 35–1970 feet 
in elevation. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for
this species (vernal pools) is not present in the 
TLUP area.

San Diego gumplant  
Grindelia hallii 

— — 1B.2 

Meadows, valley and foothill 
grassland, chaparral, lower montane 
coniferous forest. Frequently occurs in 
low moist areas in meadows; 
associated species commonly include 
Wyethia, Ranunculus, Sidalcea. 605–
5725 feet in elevation. Blooms May–
October. Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

I Name 
Federal State 

CRPR1 Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

I Status1 Status1 Survey Area2 
May occur - Low potential to occur. 

May occur - Moderate potential to occur. 
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Name
Federal
Status1

State
Status1 CRPR1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the
Survey Area2

Tecate cypress  
Hesperocyparis forbesii 

— — 1B.1 

Closed-cone coniferous forest, 
chaparral. Primarily on north-facing 
slopes; groves often associated with 
chaparral. On clay or gabbro. 195–
5395 feet in elevation. Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Beach goldenaster  
Heterotheca sessiliflora 
ssp. sessiliflora 

— — 1B.1 

Mud flats, coastal dunes, coastal 
scrub, chaparral (coastal). Sandy sites. 
0–15 feet in elevation. Blooms March–
December. Perennial. 

Known to occur. There is one documented 
occurrence of this species in the southern 
TLUP area along the margins of the Chula 
Vista Wildlife Reserve (CNPS 2024). The sandy 
beaches and mud flats along the margins of 
the TLUP area provide habitat suitable for this 
species.  

Otay Mountain lotus 
Hosackia crassifolia var. 
otayensis

— — 1B.1 

Chaparral. Metavolcanic, often in 
disturbed areas. 1245–3295 feet in 
elevation. Blooms May–August. 
Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations.

San Diego sunflower  
Hulsea californica 

— — 1B.3 

Chaparral, lower montane coniferous 
forest, upper montane coniferous 
forest. Burns, clearings, or openings in 
chaparral and pine-oak woodland. 
1200–6100 feet in elevation. Blooms 
April–June. Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Decumbent goldenbush  
Isocoma menziesii var. 
decumbens

— — 1B.2 

Coastal scrub, chaparral. Sandy soils; 
often in disturbed sites. 5–3000 feet 
in elevation. Blooms April–November. 
Perennial. 

May occur – Moderate potential to occur. 
Although no occurrences are documented in 
the vicinity of the TLUP area, the coastal scrub 
and sandy dune margins in the southern end 
of the TLUP area provide habitat for this 
species.  

San Diego marsh-elder  
Iva hayesiana 

— — 2B.2 

Alkali playa, wetland. Marshes and 
swamps, playas. Riverwashes. 5–1410 
feet in elevation. Blooms April–
October. Perennial.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species (freshwater wetland or river 
washes) is not present in the TLUP area.

Coulter's goldfields  
Lasthenia glabrata ssp. 
coulteri

— — 1B.1 

Alkali playa, wetland. Coastal salt 
marshes, playas, vernal pools. Usually 
found on alkaline soils in playas, sinks, 
and grasslands. 5–4510 feet in 
elevation. Blooms February–June. 
Annual. 

May occur – High potential to occur. This 
species has been documented in salt pans in 
the Sweetwater Marsh National Wildlife 
Refuge (CNPS 2024), approximately 2.5 miles 
north of the coastal salt marsh habitat suitable 
for Coulter’s goldfields in the TLUP area. 

Heart-leaved pitcher sage 
Lepechinia cardiophylla 

— — 1B.2 

Closed-cone coniferous forest, 
chaparral, cismontane woodland. 
1705–4495 feet in elevation. Blooms 
April–July. Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Gander's pitcher sage  
Lepechinia ganderi 

— — 1B.3 

Ultramafic. Closed-cone coniferous 
forest, chaparral, coastal scrub, valley 
and foothill grassland. Usually found 
in chaparral or coastal scrub; 
sometimes in tecate cypress 
woodland. Gabbro or metavolcanic 
substrate. 1000–3295 feet in 
elevation. Blooms June–July. 
Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

I Name 
Federal State 

CRPR1 Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

I Status1 Status1 Survey Area2 

Known to occur. 

May occur - Moderate potential to occur. 

May occur - High potential to occur. 
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Name
Federal
Status1

State
Status1 CRPR1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the
Survey Area2

Sea dahlia  
Leptosyne maritima 

— — 2B.2 

Coastal scrub, coastal bluff scrub. 
Occurs on a variety of soil types, 
including sandstone. 15–605 feet in 
elevation. Blooms March–May. 
Perennial. 

May occur – Moderate potential to occur. This 
species was documented in TLUP area in 1938, 
and several records from the past decade are 
recorded in Cabrillo National Monument 
within one mile of the TLUP area (CNPS 2024). 
The coastal scrub habitat in the south end of 
the TLUP area provides habitat suitable for 
sea dahlia. 

Felt-leaved monardella  
Monardella hypoleuca ssp. 
lanata 

— — 1B.2 

Chaparral, cismontane woodland. 
Occurs in understory in mixed 
chaparral, chamise chaparral, and 
southern oak woodland; sandy soil. 
985–5165 feet in elevation. Blooms 
June–August. Geophyte. 

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Jennifer's monardella  
Monardella stoneana 

— — 1B.2 

Coastal scrub, chaparral, closed cone 
coniferous forest, riparian scrub. 
Usually found in rocky, intermittent 
streambeds. 35–2590 feet in 
elevation. Blooms June–September. 
Perennial.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species (rocky streambeds) is not present 
in the TLUP area.

Willowy monardella  
Monardella viminea 

FE SE 1B.1 

Coastal scrub, chaparral, riparian 
forest, riparian scrub, riparian 
woodland. In canyons, in rocky and 
sandy places, sometimes in washes or 
floodplains; with Baccharis, Iva, etc. 
Alluvial, ephemeral washes with 
adjacent coastal scrub. 150–755 feet 
in elevation. Blooms June–August. 
Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Wooton's lace fern  
Myriopteris wootonii 

— — 2B.3 

Joshua tree woodland, pinyon-juniper 
woodland. In crevices and rocky sites. 
5250–6235 feet in elevation. Blooms 
May–October. Geophyte. 

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Mud nama  
Nama stenocarpa 

— — 2B.2 

Freshwater wetland. Marshes and 
swamps. Lake shores, river banks, 
intermittently wet areas. 15–1640 feet 
in elevation. Blooms January–July. 
Annual/Perennial.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species (freshwater wetland) is not 
present in the TLUP area. 

Spreading navarretia  
Navarretia fossalis 

FT — 1B.1 

Vernal pools, chenopod scrub, 
marshes and swamps, playas. San 
Diego hardpan and San Diego 
claypan vernal pools; in swales and 
vernal pools, often surrounded by 
other habitat types. 50–2790 feet in 
elevation. Blooms April–June. Annual. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species (freshwater wetland) is not 
present in the TLUP area. 

Prostrate vernal pool 
navarretia  
Navarretia prostrata 

— — 1B.2 

Wetland. Coastal scrub, valley and 
foothill grassland, vernal pools, 
meadows and seeps. Alkaline soils in 
grassland, or in vernal pools. Mesic, 
alkaline sites. 10–4050 feet in 
elevation. Blooms April–July. Annual. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species (freshwater wetland or vernal 
pool) is not present in the TLUP area.

I Name 
Federal State 

CRPR1 Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

I Status1 Status1 Survey Area2 

May occur - Moderate potential to occur. 
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Name
Federal
Status1

State
Status1 CRPR1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the
Survey Area2

Coast woolly-heads  
Nemacaulis denudata var. 
denudata 

— — 1B.2 
Coastal dunes. 0–330 feet in 
elevation. Blooms April–September. 
Annual. 

Known to occur. This species was observed 
during the 2017 reconnaissance level survey of 
the Port Master Plan Update area, adjacent to 
the TLUP area (Port of San Diego, 2023) and is 
documented in the TLUP area in the CNDDB 
(CNDDB 2024). 

Slender cottonheads  
Nemacaulis denudata var. 
gracilis

— — 2B.2 

Coastal dunes, desert dunes, Sonoran 
desert scrub. In dunes or sand. 165–
1310 feet in elevation. Blooms 
(March), April–May. Annual. 

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

California Orcutt grass 
Orcuttia californica

FE SE 1B.1
Vernal pools, wetland. 35–2165 feet in 
elevation. Blooms April–August. 
Annual.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species (freshwater wetland or vernal 
pool) is not present in the TLUP area.

Baja California birdbush  
Ornithostaphylos 
oppositifolia 

— SE 2B.1 

Chaparral. Associated with Ceanothus 
verrucosus and Salvia mellifera in 
California. 180–2625 feet in elevation. 
Blooms January–April. Perennial. 

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Brand's star phacelia  
Phacelia stellaris 

— — 1B.1 
Coastal scrub, coastal dunes. Open 
areas. 5–1310 feet in elevation. 
Blooms March–June. Annual.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species (open areas in chaparral or 
coastal scrub) is not present in the TLUP area.  

Torrey pine  
Pinus torreyana ssp. 
torreyana

— — 1B.2 
Closed-cone coniferous forest, 
chaparral. On dry, sandstone slopes. 
230–525 feet in elevation. Perennial. 

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

San Diego mesa mint  
Pogogyne abramsii 

FE SE 1B.1 

Vernal pools, wetland. Vernal pools 
within grasslands, chamise chaparral, 
or coastal sage scrub communities. 
230–640 feet in elevation. Blooms 
March–July. Annual. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species (vernal pools and freshwater 
wetlands) is not present in the TLUP area.

Otay Mesa mint  
Pogogyne nudiuscula 

FE SE 1B.1 

Vernal pools, wetland. Dry beds of 
vernal pools and moist swales with 
Eryngium aristulatum var. parishii and 
Orcuttia californica. 445–540 feet in 
elevation. Blooms May–July. Annual.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species (vernal pools and freshwater 
wetlands) is not present in the TLUP area.  

White rabbit-tobacco  
Pseudognaphalium 
leucocephalum

— — 2B.2 

Riparian woodland, cismontane 
woodland, coastal scrub, chaparral. 
Sandy, gravelly sites. 115–1690 feet in 
elevation. Blooms (July), August–
November (December). Perennial. 

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Nuttall's scrub oak  
Quercus dumosa 

— — 1B.1 

Closed-cone coniferous forest, 
chaparral, coastal scrub. Generally on 
sandy soils near the coast; sometimes 
on clay loam. 50–1310 feet in 
elevation. Blooms February–April 
(May),(August). Perennial. 

Not expected to occur. No occurrences are 
documented in the vicinity of the TLUP area, 
and while coastal scrub in the southern end of 
the TLUP area could provide marginal habitat 
for this species, this perennial species would 
be observable and conspicuous in the low-
lying coastal scrub habitat present and no 
detections have been made.

Santa Catalina Island 
currant  
Ribes viburnifolium 

— — 1B.2 

Chaparral, cismontane woodland. 
Among shrubs in canyons. 100–1000 
feet in elevation. Blooms February–
April. Perennial. 

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

I Name 
Federal State 

CRPR1 Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

I Status1 Status1 Survey Area2 
Known to occur. 
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Name
Federal
Status1

State
Status1 CRPR1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the
Survey Area2

Small-leaved rose  
Rosa minutifolia

— SE 2B.1 

Coastal scrub, chaparral. In the United 
States, on cobbly soil at the head of a 
small, dry canyon on Otay Mesa. 490–
525 feet in elevation. Blooms 
January–June. Perennial. 

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Munz's sage  
Salvia munzii 

— — 2B.2 

Coastal scrub, chaparral. Rolling hills 
and slopes, in rocky soil. 115–1885 feet 
in elevation. Blooms February–April. 
Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Chaparral ragwort 
Senecio aphanactis

— — 2B.2
Drying alkaline flats. 65–2805 feet in 
elevation. Blooms January–April 
(May). Annual. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species (dry, rocky, open areas in alkaline 
soils generally above 30 feet in elevation) is 
not present in the TLUP area. 

Salt Spring checkerbloom  
Sidalcea neomexicana 

— — 2B.2 

Freshwater wetlands. Playas, 
chaparral, coastal scrub, lower 
montane coniferous forest, Mojavean 
desert scrub. Alkali springs and 
marshes. 0–5020 feet in elevation. 
Blooms March–June. Perennial.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species (freshwater wetlands or playas) is 
not present in the TLUP area.

Bottle liverwort  
Sphaerocarpos drewiae 

— — 1B.1 
Chaparral, Coastal scrub Chaparral, 
coastal scrub. Liverwort in openings; 
on soil. 195–1920 feet in elevation. 

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Purple stemodia  
Stemodia durantifolia 

— — 2B.1 
Sonoran desert scrub. Sandy soils; 
mesic sites. 115–1265 feet in elevation. 
Blooms January–December. Perennial. 

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Oil neststraw  
Stylocline citroleum 

— — 1B.1 

Chenopod scrub, coastal scrub, valley 
and foothill grassland. Flats, clay soils 
in oil-producing areas. 165–1310 feet 
in elevation. Blooms March–April. 
Annual. 

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

Estuary seablite 
Suaeda esteroa

— — 1B.2

Salt marsh, Wetland. Marshes and 
swamps. Coastal salt marshes in clay, 
silt, and sand substrates. 0–15 feet in 
elevation. Blooms May–October 
(January). Perennial. 

Known to occur. There are several 
occurrences of estuary seablite documented 
within the salt marshes and sandy areas within 
and immediately adjacent to the TLUP area 
(CNPS 2024), and the salt marsh habitat in the 
TLUP area provides high-quality habitat for 
this species.  

Parry's tetracoccus  
Tetracoccus dioicus 

— — 1B.2 

Ultramafic. Chaparral, coastal scrub. 
Stony, decomposed gabbro soil. 540–
3280 feet in elevation. Blooms April–
May. Perennial.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area is 
located from zero to twenty feet in elevation, 
and this species is only found at higher 
elevations. 

California screw moss  
Tortula californica 

— — 1B.2 

Arid areas with rocky soils in valley 
and foothill grassland. Moss growing 
on sandy soil. 35–4790 feet in 
elevation. Perennial.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable for 
this species (arid areas with rocky soils) is not 
present in the TLUP area. 

I Name 
Federal State 

CRPR1 Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

I Status1 Status1 Survey Area2 

Known to occur. 
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Name
Federal
Status1

State
Status1 CRPR1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the
Survey Area2

Pacific eelgrass 
Zostera pacifica 

— — NA 

Eastern and western pacific growing 
in shallow soft-bottom habitats. 
Tends to occur in more coastal waters 
relative to Z. marina. 

Pacific eelgrass is considered a Habitat Area 
of Particular Concern (HAPC) by NOAA 
Fisheries. Can be found in the North Bay 
Planning District near the entrance to San 
Diego Bay. It is also known to hybridize with 
Z. marina. 

Eelgrass 
Zostera marina 

— — NA 

Shallow soft-bottom embayments 
and some quiescent coastal waters in 
multiple oceans throughout northern 
hemisphere.  

Eelgrass is considered a Habitat Area of 
Particular Concern (HAPC) by NOAA Fisheries. 
Can be found throughout San Diego Bay. In 
the North Bay Planning District can grow to a 
depth of approximately -17-feet mean lower 
low water (MLLW). Depth becomes more 
limiting with increased turbidity with eelgrass 
growing to approximately -6-feet MLLW in 
the South Bay Planning District. 

 
Notes: CRPR = California Rare Plant Rank; CNDDB = California Natural Diversity Database  

1 & 2 Legal Status Definitions

Federal: 
FE Endangered (legally protected) 
FT Threatened (legally protected) 
State:  
SE Endangered (legally protected)  
ST  Threatened (legally protected) 
 
California Rare Plant Ranks:  
1B  Plant species considered rare or endangered in California and elsewhere (protected under CEQA, but not legally protected under ESA or 

CESA)  
2B  Plant species considered rare or endangered in California but more common elsewhere (protected under CEQA, but not legally protected 

under ESA or CESA)  

Threat Ranks:  
0.1  Seriously threatened in California (over 80% of occurrences threatened; high degree and immediacy of threat)  
0.2  Moderately threatened in California (20-80% occurrences threatened; moderate degree and immediacy of threat)  
0.3 Not very threatened in California (less than 20% of occurrences threatened / low degree and immediacy of threat or no current threats 

known) 
2 Potential for Occurrence Definitions  

Not expected to occur: Species is unlikely to be present within the survey area due to poor habitat quality, lack of suitable habitat features, or 
restricted current distribution of the species.  

May occur: Suitable habitat is available within the survey area; however, there are little to no other indicators that the species might be present.  

Likely to occur: All of the species life history requirements can be met by habitat present in the survey area, and populations/occurrences are 
known to occur in the immediate vicinity. 

Sources: CCH 2024, CNDDB 2024; CNPS 2024, Port of San Diego 2023, USFWS 2024. 

I Name 
Federal State 

CRPR1 Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

I Status1 Status1 Survey Area2 

1 & 2 Legal Status Definitions 

2 Potential for Occurrence Definitions 
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Special-Status Wildlife Known to Occur in the Project Region and their Potential to Occur on the Survey Area 

Name
Federal 
Status1

State  
Status1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the 
Survey Area

Invertebrates 

Crotch bumble bee  
Bombus crotchii 

 — SC 

Found primarily in California: mediterranean, Pacific 
coast, western desert, Great Valley, and adjacent 
foothills through most of southwestern California. 
Habitat includes open grassland and scrub. Nests 
underground.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for Crotch bumble bee is not present 
in the TLUP area. 

White abalone 
Haliotis sorenseni 

FE — 

Rocky subtidal from 50 to 180 feet 
ranging from Point Conception, 
California to Punta Abrreojos, Baja 
California. Critical habitat is not designated for this 
species. 

May occur - Low potential to occur.
Subtidal portions of the TLUP area 
have rocky substrate that could
support white abalone. Despite their 
recently declining population, white 
abalone are known to occur in low 
numbers in southern California coastal 
waters including the area around San 
Diego Bay (NOAA 2024).  

Hermes copper butterfly  
Lycaena hermes 

FT   — 

Chaparral, coastal scrub. Found in southern mixed 
chaparral and coastal sage scrub at western edge of 
Laguna Mountains. Host plant is Rhamnus crocea. 
Although R. crocea is widespread throughout the 
coast range, Lycaena hermes is not. 

Not expected to occur. Terrestrial 
habitat suitable for Hermes copper 
butterfly is not present in the TLUP 
area. 

Monarch  
Danaus plexippus 

FC  — 

Habitat requirements include host plants for larvae 
(primarily milkweeds [Asclepias spp.]); adult nectar 
sources (i.e., flowering plants); and sites for roosting, 
thermoregulation, mating, hibernation, and predator 
escape. Additionally, monarch butterfly requires 
conditions and resources for initiating and 
completing migration both to and from winter 
roosting areas. Winter roost sites extend along the 
coast from northern Mendocino to Baja California, 
Mexico. Roosts located in wind-protected tree 
groves (eucalyptus, Monterey pine, cypress), with 
nectar and water sources nearby.

May occur - Low potential to occur. 
Terrestrial habitat suitable for Monarch 
butterfly (grassland and habitats with 
flowering plants including milkweed, or 
large trees for roosting) is limited in 
the TLUP area. 

Quino checkerspot butterfly 
Euphydryas editha quino 

FE —  

Chaparral, coastal scrub. Sunny openings within 
chaparral and coastal sage shrublands in parts of 
Riverside and San Diego counties. Hills and mesas 
near the coast. need high densities of food plants 
Plantago erecta, P. insularis, Orthocarpus 
purpurescens

Not expected to occur. Terrestrial 
habitat suitable for Quino checkerspot 
butterfly (sunny openings in chaparral 
and sage shrublands in hills and mesas 
with high density of host plant species) 
is not present in the TLUP area.

Riverside fairy shrimp  
Streptocephalus woottoni 

FE —  

Coastal scrub, valley and foothill grassland, vernal 
pool, wetland. Endemic to W RIV, ORA and SDG 
counties in areas of tectonic swales/earth slump 
basins in grassland and coastal sage scrub. Inhabit 
seasonally astatic pools filled by winter/spring rains. 
Hatch in warm water later in the season. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for Riverside fairy shrimp (freshwater 
slump habitat in grassland or coastal 
sage scrub) is not present in the TLUP 
area

San Diego fairy shrimp 
Branchinecta sandiegonensis 

FE —  
Chaparral, coastal scrub, vernal pool, wetland. 
Endemic to San Diego and Orange County mesas. 
Vernal pools. 

Not expected to occur. Freshwater 
slump habitat in grassland or coastal 
sage scrub is not present in the TLUP 
area

Name 
Federal State 
Status 1 Status 1 

Invertebrates 

Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

Survey Area 

May occur - Low potential to occur. 

May occur - Low potential to occur. 
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Name
Federal 
Status1

State  
Status1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the 
Survey Area

Fish

Steelhead - southern 
California DPS  
Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus
pop. 10 

FE SC 

South coast flowing waters. Federal listing refers to 
populations from Santa Maria River south to 
southern extent of range (San Mateo Creek in San 
Diego County). Southern steelhead likely have 
greater physiological tolerances to warmer water 
and more variable conditions. 

May occur – Moderate potential to 
occur. The TLUP area falls entirely 
within the boundary for Steelhead – 
southern California DPS (CNDDB 
2024). Sweetwater river drains into the 
TLUP area, and this river is within the 
Southern California DPS critical habitat. 
Steelhead could be present in the 
entire aquatic portion of the TLUP 
area.  

Yelloweye rockfish 
Sebastes ruberrimus  

FT —  

Juveniles are found in high-relief, algae-ridden 
nearshore areas, especially in Monterey to Alaska. 
Adults are solitary and shelter in crevices near the 
seafloor. This species ranges from Alaska to northern 
Baja California. Adults are extremely slow growing 
and long-lived, with some individuals surviving to 
147 years of age. Historically, yelloweye rockfish were 
important and abundant in San Diego coastal waters, 
although they are now rare in Southern California 
due to overfishing (Love 2011). 

May occur – Moderate potential to
occur. Aquatic portions of the TLUP 
area provide habitat suitable for 
yelloweye rockfish. The species has 
only a moderate potential to occur 
because they are considered rare in 
the San Diego region, although they 
were historically abundant in the San 
Diego Bay (Love 2011). 

Reptiles and Amphibians 

Arroyo toad  
Anaxyrus californicus 

FE SSC 

Semi-arid regions near washes or intermittent 
streams, including valley-foothill and desert riparian, 
and desert wash. Rivers with sandy banks, willows, 
cottonwoods, and sycamores; loose, gravelly areas of 
streams in drier parts of range.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for arroyo toad (desert washes and 
riparian scrub) is not present in the 
TLUP area.  

Baja California coachwhip  
Masticophis fuliginosus

 — SSC 

In California restricted to southern San Diego 
County, where it is known from grassland and 
coastal sage scrub. Open areas in grassland and 
coastal sage scrub. 

May occur – low potential to occur. 
Coastal scrub and sandy dunes in the 
southern TLUP area provide habitat 
suitable for Baja California coachwhip, 
and research-grade occurrences of this 
species have been documented in the 
scrub area associated with the Otay 
River approximately one mile south of 
the TLUP area (iNaturalist 2024).

California glossy snake  
Arizona elegans occidentalis 

—  SSC 
Generalist reported from a range of scrub and 
grassland habitats, often with loose or sandy soils. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat 
marginally suitable for California glossy 
snake is present in the southern TLUP 
area, where small patches of open area 
or sandy substrate in berms is present, 
however the tidally influenced nature 
of these habitats make it unlikely for 
this species, which is often below-
ground, to occur. 

Name 
Federal State 
Status 1 Status 1 

Fish 

Reptiles and Amphibians 

Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

Survey Area 

May occur - Moderate potential to 
occur. 

May occur - Moderate potential to 
occur. 

May occur - low potential to occur. 
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Name
Federal 
Status1

State  
Status1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the 
Survey Area

Coast horned lizard  
Phrynosoma blainvillii 

 — SSC 

Frequents a wide variety of habitats, most common 
in lowlands along sandy washes with scattered low 
bushes. Open areas for sunning, bushes for cover, 
patches of loose soil for burial, and abundant supply 
of ants and other insects. 

May occur – low potential to occur. 
Coastal scrub and sandy dunes in the 
southern TLUP area provide habitat 
suitable for coast horned lizard, and 
research-grade occurrences of this 
species have been documented in the 
scrub area associated with the Otay 
River approximately one mile south of 
the TLUP area (iNaturalist 2024).

Coast patch-nosed snake 
Salvadora hexalepis 
virgultea 

— SSC
Coastal scrub. Brushy or shrubby vegetation in 
coastal southern California. Require small mammal 
burrows for refuge and overwintering sites. 

May occur – low potential to occur.
Coastal scrub in the southern TLUP 
area provide habitat suitable for coast 
patch-nosed snake. 

Coastal whiptail 
Aspidoscelis tigris stejnegeri

— SSC

Found in deserts and semiarid areas with sparse 
vegetation and open areas. Also found in woodland 
and riparian areas. Ground may be firm soil, sandy, 
or rocky.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for coastal whiptail (desert or 
woodland) is not present in the TLUP 
area. 

Green sea turtle [East Pacific 
DPS] 
Chelonia mydas 

FT — 

Typically occurs within southern San Diego Bay 
within or adjacent to shallow eelgrass beds, 
Individuals may enter or leave the bay and can be 
found between San Diego and Mexico.  

Known to occur. Green sea turtles may 
periodically occur throughout aquatic 
areas in the San Diego Bay including 
eelgrass beds and open areas, 
although they spend most of the time 
within south San Diego Bay. The 
aquatic portions of the TLUP area are 
within mapped critical habitat for 
green sea turtle. 

Red-diamond rattlesnake  
Crotalus ruber 

— SSC 

Chaparral, Mojavean desert scrub, Sonoran desert 
scrub. Chaparral, woodland, grassland, and desert 
areas from coastal San Diego County to the eastern 
slopes of the mountains. Occurs in rocky areas and 
dense vegetation. Needs rodent burrows, cracks in 
rocks or surface cover objects.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for red-diamond rattlesnake (rocky 
areas with dense vegetation and 
rodent burrows) is not present in the 
TLUP area. 

San Diego banded gecko 
Coleonyx variegatus abbotti 

— SSC
Found in granite or rocky outcrops in coastal scrub 
and chaparral habitats. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for San Diego banded gecko (granite 
or rocky outcrops_ is not present in the 
TLUP area, and this species’ range 
does not extend into the coastal area 
of San Diego.  

Southern California legless 
lizard (formerly Silvery 
legless lizard) 
Anniella stebbinsi 
(formerly Aniella pulchra 
pulchra)

— SSC 

Occurs in sandy or loose loamy soils under sparse 
vegetation. Disjunct populations in the Tehachapi 
and Piute Mountains in Kern County. Variety of 
habitats; generally in moist, loose soil. Prefers soils 
with a high moisture content.  

May occur – Moderate potential to 
occur. Coastal scrub and sandy dunes 
in the southern TLUP area provide 
habitat suitable for legless lizard.

Two-striped gartersnake  
Thamnophis hammondii 

— SSC 

Marsh and swamp, riparian scrub, riparian woodland, 
wetland. Typically associated with freshwater but 
occasionally utilizes brackish water. From sea to 
about 7,000 feet elevation. Highly aquatic snake, 
found in or near permanent water. Often along 
streams with rocky beds and riparian growth. 

May occur – low potential to occur. 
Marsh and wetland habitat in the 
southern TLUP area may provide 
habitat suitable for legless lizard; 
however, it is primarily tidally-
influenced habitat with salt water 
present.

I Name 
Federal State 

Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

I 
Status1 Status1 Survey Area 

May occur - low potential to occur. 

May occur - low potential to occur. 

Known to occur. 

May occur - Moderate potential to 
occur. 

May occur - low potential to occur. 
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Name
Federal 
Status1

State  
Status1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the 
Survey Area

Southwestern pond turtle 
(formerly western pond 
turtle) 
Actinemys marmorata 
pallida 
(formerly Emys marmorata)

FP SSC 

Ponds, marshes, rivers, streams and irrigation 
ditches, usually with aquatic vegetation, below 6000 
ft elevation. Needs basking sites and suitable (sandy 
banks or grassy open fields) upland habitat up to 0.5 
km from water for egg-laying. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for southwestern pond turtle 
(freshwater and nearby uplands) is not 
present in the TLUP area.  

Western spadefoot 
Spea hammondii

FP SSC

Cismontane woodland, coastal scrub, valley and 
foothill grassland, vernal pool, and wetlands. Occurs 
primarily in grassland habitats, but can be found in 
valley-foothill hardwood woodlands. Vernal pools 
are essential for breeding and egg-laying.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for western spadefoot (freshwater 
ponds or freshwater vernal pools in 
grasslands) is not present in the TLUP 
area.

Birds

American white pelican  
(Pelecanus erythorhynchos)  

— SSC 

Historically nested in large lakes throughout 
California; the only breeding colonies in the state 
today occur at lower Klamath National Wildlife 
Refuge, Siskiyou County, and at Clear Lake, Modoc 
County. Frequents freshwater lakes with islands for 
breeding; inhabits river sloughs, freshwater marshes, 
salt ponds, and the coastal bays during the rest of 
the year for foraging.  

May occur – Low potential to occur. 
This species may forage in the TLUP 
area, however, there is no habitat 
suitable for American white pelican 
breeding (nesting) in the TLUP area. 
American white pelican has been 
documented foraging in the San Diego 
Bay including portions of the TLUP 
area during the non-breeding season 
(August through April) (eBird 2024).

Belding's savannah sparrow 
Passerculus sandwichensis 
beldingi 

—  SE 

Marsh and swamp, wetlands. Inhabits coastal salt 
marshes, from Santa Barbara south through San 
Diego County. Nests in pickleweed (Salicornia spp.) 
on and about margins of tidal flats. 

Known to occur. Habitat suitable for 
Belding’s savannah sparrow breeding 
and foraging is present in the 
saltmarsh areas within the southern 
TLUP area. This species was 
documented in the TLUP area in the 
CNDDB (CNDDB 2024). 

Black skimmer
Rhynchops niger

— SCC

Colony of permanent residents on  
the south end of San Diego Bay. Nests  
on gravel bars and sandy beaches;  
forages in shallow, calm waters. 

Known to occur. Habitat suitable for 
black skimmer breeding and foraging 
is present in the gravel bars and sandy 
beaches along the southern TLUP area. 
This species has been documented 
nesting on sandy beaches in southern 
San Diego Bay (Port of San Diego 
2023)

Burrowing owl  
Athene cunicularia 

—  SSC 

Open, dry annual or perennial grasslands, deserts 
and scrublands characterized by low-growing 
vegetation. Subterranean nester, dependent upon 
burrowing mammals, most notably, the California 
ground squirrel.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for burrowing owl breeding and 
overwintering (open grasslands with 
burrows) is not present in the TLUP 
area. 

California black rail  
Laterallus jamaicensis 
coturniculus 

— ST, FP 

Brackish marsh, freshwater marsh, marsh and 
swamp, salt marsh, wetland. Inhabits freshwater 
marshes, wet meadows and shallow margins of 
saltwater marshes bordering larger bays. Needs 
water depths of about 1 inch that do not fluctuate 
during the year and dense vegetation for nesting 
habitat. 

Known to occur. Habitat suitable for 
California black rail is present in the 
salt marshes and salt ponds in the 
TLUP area, and this species has been 
documented in the area (CNDDB 
2024). 

I Name 
Federal State 

Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

I 
Status1 Status1 Survey Area 

Birds 

May occur - Low potential to occur. 

Known to occur. 

Known to occur. 

Known to occur. 
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Name
Federal 
Status1

State  
Status1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the 
Survey Area

California brown pelican  
Pelecanus occidentalis 
californicus 

FD  SD 

Colonial nester on coastal islands just outside the 
surf line. Nests on coastal islands of small to 
moderate size which afford immunity from attack by 
ground-dwelling predators. Roosts communally. 

Known to occur. Habitat suitable for 
California brown pelican foraging is 
present in the TLUP area. Coastal 
islands in and adjacent to the TLUP 
area may serve as nesting habitat. This 
species was observed during the 2017 
reconnaissance level survey of the Port 
Master Plan Update area, adjacent to 
the TLUP area (Port of San Diego, 
2023), and has been documented 
within the TLUP area (CNDDB 2024).

Clark’s marsh wren 
Cistothorus palustris clarkae 

— SSD
Restricted to freshwater and brackish marshes 
dominated by cattails and bullrushes.  

Known to occur. Habitat suitable for 
Clark’s marsh wren breeding and 
foraging is present in the salt marshes 
in the TLUP area, and this species has 
been documented in the southern 
TLUP area and throughout the San 
Diego Bay (eBird 2024). 

California least tern  
Sternula antillarum browni 

FE SE, FP 

Alkali playa, wetland. Nests along the coast from San 
Francisco Bay south to northern Baja California. 
Colonial breeder on bare or sparsely vegetated, flat 
substrates: sand beaches, alkali flats, landfills, or 
paved areas. 

May occur – high potential to occur. 
Habitat suitable for California least tern 
foraging is present throughout the 
TLUP area, and suitable nesting habitat 
for this species is present within 500 
feet of the TLUP area. This species has 
been documented within 500 feet of 
the TLUP area (CNDDB 2024). 

Cassin’s auklet 
Ptychoramphs aleuticus  

— SSC 

Nests on islands off the California coast. Nests are 
earthen burrows excavated by adults, rocky crevices, 
cracks under buildings, or larger caves. Forages in 
open waters for small fish and crustaceans. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for Cassin’s auklet nesting and 
foraging is not present in the TLUP 
area.  

Coastal cactus wren  
Campylorhynchus 
brunneicapillus sandiegensis 

— SSC 
Coastal scrub. Southern California coastal sage scrub. 
Wrens require tall opuntia cactus for nesting and 
roosting. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for this species nesting (opuntia cactus 
stands) are not present in the San 
Diego Bay, and this species has not 
been documented in the San Diego 
Bay (eBird 2024). 

Coastal California 
gnatcatcher  
Polioptila californica 
californica 

FT SSC 

Coastal bluff scrub, coastal scrub. Obligate, 
permanent resident of coastal sage scrub below 
2,500 feet in southern California. Low, coastal sage 
scrub in arid washes, on mesas and slopes. Not all 
areas classified as coastal sage scrub are occupied. 

May occur – Low potential to occur. 
Some habitat suitable for Coastal 
California gnatcatcher is present in the 
southern TLUP area in coastal scrub 
vegetation. This species has been 
documented in berms in the TLUP area 
(eBird 2024). The coastal scrub in the 
TLUP area provides low-quality habitat 
for gnatcatcher breeding. This species 
prefers coastal sage scrub on slopes, 
and is therefore unlikely to use the 
TLUP area for nesting, but may 
occasionally forage in the area. 

I Name 
Federal State 

Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

I 
Status1 Status1 Survey Area 

Known to occur. 

Known to occur. 

May occur - high potential to occur. 

May occur - Low potential to occur. 
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Name
Federal 
Status1

State  
Status1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the 
Survey Area

Grasshopper sparrow  
Ammodramus savannarum 

—  SSC 

Valley and foothill grassland. Dense grasslands on 
rolling hills, lowland plains, in valleys and on hillsides 
on lower mountain slopes. Favors native grasslands 
with a mix of grasses, forbs and scattered shrubs. 
Loosely colonial when nesting.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for grasshopper sparrow (grassland) is 
not present in the TLUP area.  

Gull-billed tern 
Gelochelidon nilotica

— SSC Nests on bare islets of fine clay soils. 

May occur – High potential to occur.
Habitat suitable for gull-billed tern 
foraging is present throughout the 
TLUP area, and suitable breeding 
habitat for this species is present within 
500 feet of the TLUP area. This species 
has been documented within 500 feet 
of the TLUP area (CNDDB 2024).

Hawaiian petrel
Pterodroma sandwichensis

FE — 

This species is endemic to the islands of Hawaii, 
where it breeds in burrows or rock crevices. 
Individuals occasionally are found along the coasts 
of California and Washington from December 
through March, or during the non-breeding season.  

Not expected to occur. This species is 
endemic to Hawaii and is only rarely 
found in California. 

Least Bell's vireo  
Vireo bellii pusillus 

FE SE 

Riparian forest, riparian scrub, riparian woodland. 
Summer resident of southern California in low 
riparian in vicinity of water or in dry river bottoms; 
below 2,000 feet. Nests placed along margins of 
bushes or on twigs projecting into pathways, usually 
willow, coyote brush, mesquite. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for the Least Bell’s vireo (riparian 
vegetation) is not present in the TLUP 
area.  

Least bittern  
Ixobrychus exilis 

— SSC 

Marsh and swamp, wetlands. Colonial nester in 
marshlands and borders of ponds and reservoirs 
which provide ample cover. Nests usually placed low 
in tules, over water. 

May occur - Moderate potential to 
occur – Suitable breeding and foraging 
habitat is present in marshes with 
emergent vegetation within the TLUP 
area. This species has not been 
documented previously in the TLUP 
area (eBird 2024, CNDDB 2024); 
however, it may be underrepresented 
in databases because it is difficult to 
detect. Least bittern prefers marshes 
with dense stands of vegetation, which 
are uncommon in the TLUP area.

Light-footed Ridgway's rail 
(previously Ridgway’s rail) 
Rallus obsoletus levipes 

FE SE, FP 

Marsh and swamp, salt marsh, wetland. Found in salt 
marshes traversed by tidal sloughs, where cordgrass 
and pickleweed are the dominant vegetation. 
Requires dense growth of either pickleweed or 
cordgrass for nesting or escape cover; feeds on 
molluscs and crustaceans. 

Known to occur. Habitat suitable for 
light-footed Ridgway’s rail breeding 
and foraging is present in the southern 
TLUP area. This species was 
documented in the southern end of 
the TLUP area in the CNDDB (CNDDB 
2024). 

I Name 
Federal State 

Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

I 
Status1 Status1 Survey Area 

May occur - High potential to occur. 

May occur - Moderate potential to 
occur -

Known to occur. 



Appendix B Ascent 

 San Diego Unified Port District  
B-18 Trust Lands Use Plan 

Name
Federal 
Status1

State  
Status1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the 
Survey Area

Loggerhead shrike  
Lanius ludovicianus 

— SSC 
Breeds and forages in open habitats intersperced 
with shrubs and small trees, including disturbed 
habitat.  

Known to occur. Habitat suitable for 
loggerhead shrike is present in the 
southern TLUP area. Loggerhead 
shrikes have been documented 
foraging in the salt ponds in the 
southern TLUP area (eBird 2024). The 
small patch of coastal scrub in the 
southwest corner of the TLUP area 
provides suitable breeding habitat and 
the surrounding terrestrial areas 
provide suitable foraging habitat for 
this species. 

Short-tailed albatross 
Phoebastria albatrus 

FE SSC

Rare marine and pelagic seabird of the northern 
Pacific Ocean that spends most of its time in the 
open ocean in areas of ocean upwelling. Breeds on 
steep volcanic slopes islands off of Japan and in the 
Midway Atoll. Extremely rare throughout range and 
only known from a few occurrences south of 
Monterey Bay in California.  

Not expected to occur. Short-tailed 
albatross is typically only found in the 
open ocean, and sightings near the 
San Diego Bay are extremely rare. 
There is no breeding or foraging 
habitat for this species in the TLUP 
area.  

Southwestern willow 
flycatcher Empidonax traillii 
extimus

FE SE Riparian woodlands in southern California. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for the southwestern willow flycatcher 
(riparian woodland) is not present in 
the TLUP area. 

Swainson's hawk  
Buteo swainsoni 

— ST 

Great Basin grassland, riparian forest, riparian 
woodland, valley and foothill grassland. Breeds in 
grasslands with scattered trees, juniper-sage flats, 
riparian areas, savannahs, and agricultural or ranch 
lands with groves or lines of trees. Requires adjacent 
suitable foraging areas such as grasslands, or alfalfa 
or grain fields supporting rodent populations.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for the Swainson’s hawk breeding and 
foraging (grassland with scattered 
trees or agricultural areas with trees) is 
not present in the TLUP area.  

Tricolored blackbird  
Agelaius tricolor 

— ST, SSC 

Freshwater marsh, marsh and swamp, swamp, 
wetland. Highly colonial species, most numerous in 
Central Valley and vicinity. Largely endemic to 
California. Requires open water, protected nesting 
substrate, and foraging area with insect prey within a 
few kilometers of the colony. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for the tricolored blackbird breeding 
and foraging (freshwater marsh) is not 
present in the TLUP area.

Western snowy plover  
Charadrius nivosus nivosus 

FT SSC 
Sandy beaches, salt pond levees and shores of large 
alkali lakes. Needs sandy, gravelly or friable soils for 
nesting. 

Known to occur. Habitat suitable for 
western snowy plover breeding and 
foraging is present in the salt ponds, 
levees, wetlands, and mudflats in the 
southern TLUP area. This species was 
documented in the TLUP area in the 
CNDDB (CNDDB 2024), and USFWS-
designated critical habitat for this 
species is located within 100 feet of the 
TLUP area. 

Western yellow-billed 
cuckoo  
Coccyzus americanus 
occidentalis 

FT  SE 

Riparian forest. Riparian forest nester, along the 
broad, lower flood-bottoms of larger river systems. 
Nests in riparian jungles of willow, often mixed with 
cottonwoods, with lower story of blackberry, nettles, 
or wild grape.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for the western yellow-billed cuckoo 
(riparian forest) is not present in the 
TLUP area. 

I Name 
Federal State 

Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

I 
Status1 Status1 Survey Area 

Known to occur. 

Known to occur. 



Ascent Appendix B

San Diego Unified Port District 
Trust Lands Use Plan B-19 

Name
Federal 
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State  
Status1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the 
Survey Area

Yellow rail  
Coturnicops noveboracensis 

— SSC 
Freshwater marsh, meadow and seep. Summer 
resident in eastern Sierra Nevada in Mono County. 
Fresh-water marshlands.

Not expected to occur. The TLUP area 
is outside of this species’ range.

Yellow warbler 
Setophaga petechia

— SSC

Riparian forest, riparian scrub, riparian woodland. 
Riparian plant associations in close proximity to 
water. Also nests in montane shrubbery in open 
conifer forests in Cascades and Sierra Nevada. 
Frequently found nesting and foraging in willow 
shrubs and thickets, and in other riparian plants 
including cottonwoods, sycamores, ash, and alders.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for the yellow warbler (riparian forest) 
is not present in the TLUP area.

Yellow-breasted chat 
Icteria virens

 — SSC 

Riparian forest, riparian scrub, riparian woodland. 
Summer resident; inhabits riparian thickets of willow 
and other brushy tangles near watercourses. Nests in 
low, dense riparian, consisting of willow, blackberry, 
wild grape; forages and nests within 10 feet of 
ground.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for the yellow-breasted chat (riparian 
forest) is not present in the TLUP area.

Terrestrial Mammals  

American badger  
Taxidea taxus 

— SSC 

American badgers are most commonly found in 
treeless areas including tallgrass 
and shortgrass prairies, grass-dominated meadows 
and fields within 
forested habitats, and shrub-steppe communities. 
Most abundant in drier open stages of most shrub, 
forest, and herbaceous habitats, with friable soils. 
Needs sufficient food, friable soils and open, 
uncultivated ground. Preys on burrowing rodents. 
Digs burrows. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for American badger (relatively 
undisturbed grasslands with friable 
soils and uncultivated ground) is not 
present in the TLUP area.

Big free-tailed bat  
Nyctinomops macrotis 

— SSC 
Low-lying arid areas, deserts, or open grasslands in 
southern California with high cliffs or rocky outcrops 
for roosting sites. Feeds principally on large moths. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for big free-tailed bat (desert or open 
grassland area with rocky outcrops and 
cliffs) is not present in the TLUP area.  

Mexican long-tongued bat 
Choeronycteris mexicana 

— SSC 

Pinyon and juniper woodlands, riparian scrub, 
Sonoran thorn woodland. Occasionally found in San 
Diego County, which is on the periphery of their 
range. Feeds on nectar and pollen of night-blooming 
succulents. Roosts in relatively well-lit caves, and in 
and around buildings. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for Mexican long-tongued bat 
(woodlands or riparian scrub) is not 
present in the TLUP area.

Pacific pocket mouse 
Perognathus longimembris 
pacificus 

FE SSC 

Coastal scrub. Inhabits the narrow coastal plains 
from the Mexican border north to El Segundo, Los 
Angeles County. Seems to prefer soils of fine alluvial 
sands near the ocean, but much remains to be 
learned. 

May to occur – Moderate potential to 
occur. Habitat suitable for the Pacific 
pocket mouse is present in the coastal 
scrub in the southern TLUP area. This 
species was documented within 500 
feet of the TLUP area in the CNDDB 
(CNDDB 2024). 

I Name 
Federal 
Status1 

Terrestrial Mammals 

State 
Habitat 

Status1 

Potential to Occur in the 
Survey Area 

May to occur - Moderate potential to 
occur. 

I 
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Name
Federal 
Status1

State  
Status1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the 
Survey Area

Pallid bat 
Antrozous pallidus 

— SSC 

Deserts, grasslands, shrublands, woodlands and 
forests. Most common in open, dry habitats with 
rocky areas for roosting. Tree roosting has also been 
documented in large conifer snags, inside basal 
hollows of redwoods and giant sequoias, and bole 
cavities in oaks. Roosts must protect bats from high 
temperatures. Very sensitive to disturbance of 
roosting sites.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for pallid bat (open, dry habitats with 
rocky areas or conifers for roosting and 
low levels of noise disturbance) is not 
present in the TLUP area.

Pocketed free-tailed bat 
Nyctinomops femorosaccus

— SSC

Joshua tree woodland, pinyon and juniper 
woodlands, riparian scrub, Sonoran desert scrub. 
Variety of arid areas in southern California; pine-
juniper woodlands, desert scrub, palm oasis, desert 
wash, and desert riparian. Rocky areas with high 
cliffs.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for pocketed free-tailed bat (woodland, 
riparian scrub, or desert scrub) is not 
present in the TLUP area.

San Diego desert woodrat 
Neotoma lepida intermedia 

— SSC

Coastal scrub. Coastal scrub of southern California 
from San Diego County to San Luis Obispo County. 
Moderate to dense canopies preferred. They are 
particularly abundant in rock outcrops and rocky 
cliffs and slopes. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
San Diego desert woodrat (densely 
vegetated desert scrub with rocky 
outcrops) is not present in the TLUP 
area. 

Spotted bat  
Euderma maculatum 

— SSC 

Occupies a wide variety of habitats from arid deserts 
and grasslands through mixed conifer forests. Feeds 
over water and along washes. Feeds almost entirely 
on moths. Needs rock crevices in cliffs or caves for 
roosting.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for pallid bat (areas with rock outcrops 
for roosting) is not present in the TLUP 
area. 

Townsend's big-eared bat  
Corynorhinus townsendii 

— SSC 

Throughout California in a wide variety of habitats. 
Most common in mesic sites. Requires large cavities 
for roosting, which may include abandoned 
buildings and mines, caves, and basal cavities of 
trees. Roosts in the open, hanging from walls and 
ceilings. Roosting sites limiting. Extremely sensitive to 
human disturbance.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for pallid bat (abandoned mines, caves, 
or basal cavities of large trees with low 
levels of noise disturbance) is not 
present in the TLUP area.

Western mastiff bat 
Eumops perotis californicus

— SSC

Found in a variety of habitats, from desert scrub to 
chaparral to oak woodland and into the ponderosa 
pine belt and high elevation meadows of mixed 
conifer forests. The distribution of this species is 
likely geomorphically determined, with the species 
being present only where there are significant rock 
features offering roosting habitat. 

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for western mastiff bat (areas with rock 
outcrops for roosting) is not present in 
the TLUP area.

Western red bat  
Lasiurus frantzii 

— SSC 

Cismontane woodland, lower montane coniferous 
forest, riparian forest, riparian woodland. Roosts 
primarily in trees, 2–40 feet above ground, from sea 
level up through mixed conifer forests. Prefers 
habitat edges and mosaics with trees that are 
protected from above and open below with open 
areas for foraging.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for western red bat (forest or forest 
edges) is not present in the TLUP area.

Western yellow bat  
Lasiurus xanthinus 

— SSC 

Desert wash. Found in valley foothill riparian, desert 
riparian, desert wash, and palm oasis habitats. Roosts 
in trees, particularly palms. Forages over water and 
among trees.

Not expected to occur. Habitat suitable 
for western yellow bat (desert wash 
and oasis) is not present in the TLUP 
area. 

I Name 
Federal State 

Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

I 
Status1 Status1 Survey Area 
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Name
Federal 
Status1

State  
Status1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the 
Survey Area

Marine Mammals 

Blue whale 
Belaenoptera musculus 

FE — 

Blue whales are the largest animal on Earth and are 
most commonly found off the Southern California 
coast in summer months. They utilize baleen to filter 
krill, fish, squid, and other small organisms for food. 

May occur – very low potential to 
occur. Blue whales have been observed 
in nearshore coastal waters west of the 
TLUP area. Although it is highly 
unlikely that they would enter San 
Diego Bay due to disturbance related 
to boat traffic, blue whales could 
potentially enter the TLUP area. 

Fin whale
Balaenoptera phyalus

FE —
Fin whales utilize baleen to filter krill, fish, squid, and 
other marine life for foraging. The Fin whale is the 
second largest mammal on Earth. 

May occur – Very low potential to
occur. Fin whales have been observed 
in nearshore coastal waters west of the 
TLUP area. Although it is highly 
unlikely that they would enter San 
Diego Bay due to human disturbance, 
fin whales could potentially enter the 
TLUP area. 

Humpback whale (Mexico 
DPS)  
Megaptera novaengliae  

FT — 

The humpback whale is a large baleen whale that is 
well known for its breaching behavior. There are two 
distinct population segments (DPS), the Mexico DPS, 
and Central American DPS, both of which utilize the 
waters off of Southern California for foraging. 

May occur –Moderate potential to 
occur. Humpback whales have been 
observed in nearshore coastal waters 
west of the TLUP area, and a young 
humpback whale was observed in 
Mission Bay in 2023. Although it is 
unlikely that humpback whales would 
enter San Diego Bay due to human 
disturbance, humpback whales could 
potentially enter the TLUP area. 

Humpback whale (Central 
American DPS) 
Megaptera novaengliae 

FE — 

The humpback whale is a large baleen whale that is 
well known for its breaching behavior. There are two 
distinct population segments (DPS), the Mexico DPS, 
and Central American DPS, both of which utilize the 
waters off of Southern California for foraging. 

May occur – Moderate potential to 
occur. Humpback whales have been 
observed in nearshore coastal waters 
west of the TLUP area, and a young 
humpback whale was observed in 
Mission Bay in 2023. Although it is 
unlikely that humpback whales would 
enter San Diego Bay due to human 
disturbance, humpback whales could 
potentially enter the TLUP area. 

Orca 
Orcinus orca 

FE — 

Orca is a large toothed whale in the dolphin family 
(Delphinidae). They commonly prey on fish and 
mammals, and studies suggest that certain 
populations specialize in hunting certain prey over 
other species. The Southern Resident DPS occurs off 
the coast of California, and targets chinook salmon 
as one of its primary food sources. 

May occur – very low potential to 
occur. Orcas have been observed in 
nearshore coastal waters west of the 
TLUP area. Although it is highly 
unlikely that they would enter San 
Diego Bay due to human disturbance, 
orcas could potentially enter the TLUP 
area. 

Name 
Federal State 
Status 1 Status 1 

Marine Mammals 

Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

Survey Area 

May occur - very low potential to 
occur 

May occur - Very low potential to 
occur 

May occur - Moderate potential to 
occur 

May occur - Moderate potential to 
occur 

May occur - very low potential to 
occur 
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Federal 
Status1

State  
Status1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the 
Survey Area

Sperm whale 
Physeter microcephalus  

FE — 
Sperm whales are the largest toothed whale species 
and are known to dive to great depths in order to 
forage on prey, most notably giant squid.  

May occur – very low potential to 
occur. Sperm whales have been 
observed in nearshore coastal waters 
west of the TLUP area. Although it is 
highly unlikely that they would enter 
San Diego Bay due to human 
disturbance, sperm whales could 
potentially enter the TLUP area. 

California gray whale 
Eschrichtius robustus

MMPA —

California gray whales migrate in fall from cooler 
northern Pacific feeding areas to Baja California, 
Mexico, for mating and calving. They return north in 
late 
winter/early spring. 

May occur – Low potential to occur. 
California gray whales have been 
observed in migrating close to the 
shore of the San Diego Bay. Although 
it is moderately unlikely that they 
would enter San Diego Bay due to 
human disturbance, California gray 
whales could potentially enter the 
TLUP area while migrating

California sea lion  
Zalophus californianus 

MMPA — 

California sea lions haul out on natural (e.g., 
beaches) and humanmade structures, bait barge, 
forage, raft, and mill throughout the entirety of the 
Bay. They typically forage offshore and have 
breeding rookeries on the Channel Islands.

Known to occur. The entire TLUP area 
provides habitat suitable for California 
sea lion. California sea lions are known 
to occupy aquatic and upland 
shoreline areas of the TLUP area. 

Harbor seal  
Phoca vitulina

MMPA — 

Common haul out areas include the exposed ocean 
side of the Point Loma Peninsula, along shore south 
of Ballast Point, and a portion of the docks at Naval 
Base Point Loma. The exposed coast of the Point 
Loma Peninsula represents one of two mainland 
rookery sites in San Diego County. Pacific harbor 
seals and their pups have been documented in San 
Diego Bay, typically at the northern end of the Bay 
nearest Ballast Point.

Known to occur. The entire TLUP area 
provides habitat suitable for harbor 
seal. Harbor seal are known to occupy 
the TLUP area.  

Common dolphin 
Delphinus spp. 

MMPA — 
Common dolphins have a widespread distribution 
and are often observed in Southern California 
nearshore environments. 

May occur – Moderate potential to 
occur. Common dolphins have been 
observed in nearshore coastal waters 
west of the TLUP area. Common 
dolphins can often be spotted in the 
North Bay and North Central Bay 
Planning Districts. They are most 
common between Harbor Island and 
the entrance and likely transit into and 
out of the bay without spending 
appreciable time within the bay. 

I Name 
Federal State 

Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

I 
Status1 Status1 Survey Area 

May occur - very low potential to 
occur 

May occur - Low potential to occur 

Known to occur. 

Known to occur. 

May occur - Moderate potential to 
occur 
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State  
Status1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the 
Survey Area

Bottlenose dolphin  
Tursiops truncatus 

MMPA — 
Bottlenose dolphins have a widespread distribution 
and are often observed in Southern California 
nearshore environments. 

May occur – Moderate potential to 
occur. Bottlenose dolphins have been 
observed in nearshore coastal waters 
west of the TLUP area. Bottlenose 
dolphins can often be spotted in the 
North Bay and North Central Bay 
Planning Districts. They are most 
common between Harbor Island and 
the entrance and likely transit into and 
out of the bay without spending 
appreciable time within the bay. 

Pacific white-sided dolphin
Lagenorhync hus obliquidens 

MMPA —
Pacific white-sided dolphin occur in the north Pacific 
and travel in groups of variable size. 

May occur – Low potential to occur. 
Pacific white-sided dolphins have been 
observed in the entrance to the San 
Diego Bay in nearshore coastal waters 
west of the TLUP area. Although it is 
unlikely that they would enter San 
Diego Bay due to human disturbance, 
Pacific white-sided dolphin could 
potentially enter the TLUP area. 

Risso’s dolphin  
Grampus griseus

MMPA — 
Risso’s dolphin is a large dolphin species found in 
tropical and temperate oceans worldwide. 

May occur – Very low potential to 
occur. Risso’s dolphin have been 
observed in nearshore coastal waters 
west of the TLUP area. Although it is 
highly unlikely that they would enter 
San Diego Bay due to human 
disturbance, Risso’s dolphin could 
potentially enter the TLUP area. 

Bryde’s whale  
Balaenoptera brydei 

MMPA — 
Risso’s dolphin is a large dolphin species found in 
tropical and temperate oceans worldwide. 

May occur – Very low potential to 
occur. Bryde’s whales have been 
observed in nearshore coastal waters 
west of the TLUP area. Although it is 
highly unlikely that they would enter 
San Diego Bay due to human 
disturbance, Bryde’s whales could 
potentially enter the TLUP area. 

Minke whale 
Balaenoptera acutorostrata

MMPA — 

Minke whale are the smallest of the rorquals, which 
include blue, Bryde’s, sei, and fin whales. They are 
widespread and generally found around the globe in 
the northern hemisphere. They occur in tropical to 
polar waters. 

May occur – Very low potential to 
occur. Minke whales have been 
observed in nearshore coastal waters 
west of the TLUP area. Although it is 
highly unlikely that they would enter 
San Diego Bay due to human 
disturbance, minke whales could 
potentially enter the TLUP area. 

Cuvier’s beaked whale  
Ziphius cavirostris 

MMPA — 
Cuvier’s beaked whale occur worldwide with the 
exception of the polar regions. They dive deep for 
food and generally occur in offshore waters. 

May occur – Very low potential to 
occur. Curvier’s beaked whales have 
been observed in nearshore coastal 
waters west of the TLUP area. Although 
it is highly unlikely that they would 
enter San Diego Bay due to human 
disturbance, Curvier’s beaked whales 
could potentially enter the TLUP area. 

I Name 
Federal State 

Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

I 
Status1 Status1 Survey Area 

May occur - Moderate potential to 
occur 

May occur - Low potential to occur 

May occur - Very low potential to 
occur 

May occur - Very low potential to 
occur 

May occur - Very low potential to 
occur 

May occur - Very low potential to 
occur 
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Federal 
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State  
Status1 Habitat

Potential to Occur in the 
Survey Area

Northern right whale  
Lissodelphis borealis 

MMPA — 
Northern right whale dolphins lack a dorsal fin and 
occur in large numbers in the north Pacific. They 
generally occur in deep offshore waters. 

May occur – Very low potential to 
occur. Northern right whales have 
been observed in nearshore coastal 
waters west of the TLUP area. Although 
it is highly unlikely that they would 
enter San Diego Bay due to their 
preference for deep offshore waters, 
their relative low abundance and 
human disturbance, northern right 
whale whales could potentially enter 
the TLUP area. 

Dall’s porpoise 
Phocoenoides dalli

MMPA — 

Dall’s porpoise is a common north Pacific dolphin 
species and is likely the fastest swimming dolphin
species. Their black and white color is often confused 
with that of orcas. 

May occur – Low potential to occur. 
Dall’s porpoises have been observed in 
nearshore coastal waters west of the 
TLUP area. Although it is highly 
unlikely that they would enter San 
Diego Bay due to human disturbance, 
Dall’s porpoise could potentially enter 
the TLUP area. 

General references: Unless otherwise noted all habitat and distribution data provided by CNDDB. 

Note: CNDDB = California Natural Diversity Database  

1 Legal Status Definitions 

Federal:  
FE   Endangered (legally protected)  
FT   Threatened (legally protected) 

MMPA  Fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act 

FPL  Federally proposed for listing 

State:  
SE   Endangered (legally protected)  
ST   Threatened (legally protected)  
FP   Fully protected (legally protected)  
SSC   Species of special concern (no formal protection other than CEQA consideration)  
 
2 Potential for Occurrence Definitions  

Not expected to occur: Species is unlikely to be present in the plan area due to poor habitat quality, lack of suitable habitat features, or restricted 
current distribution of the species.  

May occur: Suitable habitat is available in the plan area; however, there are little to no other indicators that the species might be present.  

Likely to occur: All of the species life history requirements can be met by habitat present on the site, and populations/occurrences are known to 
occur in the immediate vicinity. 

Present. Species observed within the study area. 

Source: CNDDB 2024; eBird 2024, iNaturalist 2024, Love 2011, NOAA 2024, Port of San Diego 2023, USFWS 2024. 

I Name 
Federal State 

Habitat 
Potential to Occur in the 

I 
Status1 Status1 Survey Area 

May occur - Very low potential to 
occur 

May occur - Low potential to occur 

1 Legal Status Definitions 

2 Potential for Occurrence Definitions 
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