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ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM

1.  Project Title: Daisy Road Industrial Storage Project
2. Lead Agency Name: City of Adelanto
Address: 11600 Air Expressway, Adelanto, CA 92301
3. Contact Person: Christian Espinoza
Phone Number: 760-246-2300, ext. 11136
Email: cespinoza@adelantoca.gov
4.  Project Location: The proposed project is located in the City of Adelanto, San

Bernardino County, approximately 330 feet east of Daisy Road
(improved) and 330 feet north of Cassia Road (dirt). The site is
approximately 1.5 miles west of Highway 395. The closest major
intersection near the site is Daisy Road and Rancho Road about
2,000 feet north of the site. The geographic coordinates of the
proposed project are 34.3306, -117.2542 and the proposed project is
located within the Victorville, CA USGS Topo 7.5-minute topographic
map, within Section 5, Township 5 North, Range 5 West. See Figures
1 and 2 for regional and site locations.

5. Project Sponsor: Mike Kale, Director of Sales
Reliable Crane Service
7056 Archibald Ave Ste 102 #418
Corona, CA 92880
Office: 909.222.0202
E-Mail: mike@reliablecraneservice.com

6. General Plan
Designation: Manufacturing/Industrial (MI)

7.  Zoning: Manufacturing/Industrial (MI)
8.  Project Description:
Project Description

The City of Adelanto is located in the High Desert region of San Bernardino County just north of the
San Gabriel Mountains. The developer, Mike Kale with Reliable Crane Service, proposes to develop
an outdoor crane component and jobsite equipment storage yard on a 2.43-acre site in the City of
Adelanto, San Bernardino County, California. The project site is comprised of Assessor Parcel
Number (APN) 3128-101-17. The site is also legally described as parcel map 14618 parcel 3 book
175 page 40 by the San Bernardino County Assessor’s Office. As shown on the site plan (Figure 3),
the applicant proposes an outdoor crane component and equipment storage yard to store materials
while they are not utilized on job sites. Components would come into and out of the storage yard
approximately once a quarter. The cranes coming onto and leaving the property would occur
approximately once every six months as the components for these tower crane and crawler crane
projects generally stay on job sites for multiple years so components are needed only occasionally.
Typical projects that utilize these cranes and equipment are high-rise commercial buildings. It is
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important to note these tower cranes and stored components are electrically powered and tall tower
components are stored horizontally.

The project proposes minimal improvements and only two (non-occupied) buildings onsite for
equipment and parts storage planned near the southwest corner of the site (i.e., just north of the
access gate). The project would install one prefabricated metal building that would be about 4,800
square feet (SF) in size, and a storage trailer that would be about 340 SF in size (refer to the site
plan provided as Figure 3). The only tall (vertical) improvement on the site will be a high-mast light
pole for security (approximately 40 feet). The cranes stored onsite would only be about 12.5-feet in
height. There will be no onsite caretaker unit or management trailer but the site will be remotely
monitored for security purposes. The site will not have any demonstrable grading, although some
blading and leveling may occur initially as part of site preparation for crane storage and then
infrequently as needed. Minor leveling will also be needed to make access, parking, and storage
improvements near the southwest corner of the property. The project would include about 17,400
SF of paved area, with the remaining 93,851 SF area of the site supporting landscaping/native
vegetation. The applicant anticipates the placement of up to 200 cubic yards (CY) of gravel to
facilitate equipment storage and maintain all-weather access.

As part of the project, the applicant will improve the dirt road from Daisy Road east to the southwest
corner of the project site, a distance of 330 feet. The entire property will have six-foot tall chain link
fencing for security purposes. The only point of access will be a locked gate at the southwest corner
of the site. To facilitate all-weather access, asphalt paving will be installed on the dirt access road
from a point just west of the gate to approximately 100 feet to the east, then north a distance of 150
feet to a small asphalt-surfaced parking lot which can hold up to 14 vehicles (see Figure 3). The
project would provide a total of 14 parking spaces, with 11 standard spaces, 2 loading spaces, and
1 handicapped accessible (ADA compliant) stall.

The applicantis requesting a Location and Development Plan (LDP) and Environmental Review from
the City to operate the Daisy Road Industrial Storage Project.

At present, the site is vacant and supports mainly weedy and some scattered native vegetation.
According to the site plan (Figure 3), the project will install a limited amount of asphalt surfacing near
the site entrance at the southwest corner, including a small parking and storage trailer. These
improvements will be made upon approval of the LDP and finalization of Environmental Review to
expedite use of the site for crane storage. The project will install a minimum amount of landscaping
given the lack of planned improvements and no habitable structures will be added. The surrounding
area is either vacant land or industrial uses which similarly have limited landscaping.

Other than improving the dirt access road from Daisy Road to the site, no offsite road or utility
improvements (e.g., water, sewer) are anticipated on Daisy Road or other streets in the surrounding
area. Due to the limited amount of improvement needed for this use (less than a quarter acre), no
drainage or water quality improvements are planned at this time. The only utility connection needed
for the project is electricity for the high-mast lighting and activation of the gate. Once in operation,
the project is not anticipated to support any onsite employees; only drivers and temporary workers
will be required to move cranes and/or equipment on and off the site.

All construction activities will occur at one time and involve mainly scraping and limited asphalt
paving. Operations will only occur onsite as equipment is moved onto or off of the site. Construction
will begin in Quarter 4 of 2024 and is expected to conclude about 2 months later at the beginning of
2024, at which point the Daisy Road Industrial Storage Project will be fully operational.
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9.  Surrounding land uses and setting: (Briefly describe the project’s surroundings)

The project site is located in an area planned for manufacturing/industrial uses, but contains
extensive vacant land as well. It should be noted that west of Daisy Road in the vicinity of the project
site is the Adelanto Power Conversion Station, a large parcel designated as Public Utilities (PU), and
more vacant land. The land uses surrounding the project area are as follows:

¢ North: Contech Engineered Solutions (designated Manufacturing/Industrial)
e West: Amerigas Propane facility (designated Manufacturing/Industrial)

e South: Vacant land (designated Manufacturing/Industrial)

e East: Vacantland and low intensity industrial yard (designated Manufacturing/Industrial)

10. Other agencies whose approval is required (e.g., permits, financing approval, or participation
agreement):

e San Bernardino County Fire Department

11. Have California Native American tribes traditionally and cultural affiliated with the project area
requested consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1? If so, has
consultation begun? Yes. The project site is located within the City of Adelanto which has
been contacted pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1 by the following
California Native American tribes traditionally and cultural affiliated with the City of Adelanto:

AB 52 consultation began in December of 2024. Letters were distributed to the three tribes
that have requested consultation with the City: the Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel Nation, the
Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians and the Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla
Indians. As of publication of the Initial Study, only one response from

Note: Conducting consultation early in the CEQA process allows tribal governments, lead agencies, and
project proponents to discuss the level of environmental review, identify and address potential adverse
impacts to tribal cultural resources, and reduce the potential for delay and conflict in the environmental
review process. (See Public Resources Code section 21083.3.2.) Information may also be available from
the California Native American Heritage Commission’s Sacred Lands File per Public Resources Code
section 5097.96 and the California Historical Resources Information System administered by the
California Office of Historic Preservation. Please also note that Public Resources Code section
21082.3(c) contains provisions specific to confidentiality.

12. Discretionary Actions: A Discretionary Action is an action taken by a government agency
(for this project, the government agency is the City of Adelanto) that calls for an exercise of
judgment in deciding whether to approve a project. The proposed project will require the
following approvals:

o Location and Development Plan (LDP 24-09);
o The Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND); and,
o The Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP).

Tom DODSON & ASSOCIATES Page 3



City of Adelanto

Daisy Road Industrial Storage Project INITIAL STUDY

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving
at least one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the checklist on the
following pages.

Aesthetics
Biological Resources
Geology & Soils

Hydrology & Water Quality
Noise
Recreation

Utilities & Service Systems

Agriculture and Forestry
Resources

Cultural Resources
Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Land Use & Planning
Population / Housing
Transportation

Wildfire

Air Quality

Energy

Hazards & Hazardous
Materials

Mineral Resources
Public Services
Tribal Cultural Resources

Mandatory Findings of
Significance
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DETERMINATION (To be completed by the Lead Agency)

On the basis of this initial evaluation, the following finding is made:

] The proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and
a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

Although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,

X there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have
been made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE
DECLARATION will be prepared.

] The proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

The proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially
significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has
[] been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal
standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier
analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.

Although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an

] earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b)
have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE
DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the
proposed project, nothing further is required.

Tom Dodson & Associates 12/30/24
Prepared by Date

f{‘/ 2.12:25
Lead Ageficy (signature) Date
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact" answers that are
adequately supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses
following each question. A "No Impact" answer is adequately supported if the referenced
information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one
involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A "No Impact" answer should
be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g.,
the project will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific
screening analysis).

All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-
site, cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well
as operational impacts.

Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the
checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than
significant with mitigation, or less than significant. "Potentially Significant Impact" is
appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be significant. If there are one
or more "Potentially Significant Impact" entries when the determination is made, an EIR is
required.

"Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated" applies where
the incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant
Impact" to a "Less Than Significant Impact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation
measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level
(mitigation measures from "Earlier Analyses," as described in (5) below, may be cross-
referenced).

Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA
process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration.
Section 15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the following:

a) Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.

b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were
within the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to
applicable legal standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by mitigation
measures based on the earlier analysis.

c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures
Incorporated,” describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from
the earlier document and the extent to which they address site-specific conditions for
the project.

Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information
sources for potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a
previously prepared or outside document should, where appropriate, include a reference to
the page or pages where the statement is substantiated.

Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used
or individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion.
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8) Thisis only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however,
lead agencies should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to
a project's environmental effects in whatever format is selected.

9) The explanation of each issue should identify:

a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and
b) the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance.

Tom DODSON & ASSOCIATES Page 7
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Less Than
Potentially Significant with Less Than No Impact or
Significant Impact Mitigation Significant Impact Does Not Apply

Incorporated

I. AESTHETICS: Except as provided in Public
Resources Code Section 21099, would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? X

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including,

but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic X

buildings within a state scenic highway?

c¢) In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the
existing visual character or quality of public views of
the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those
that are experienced from publicly accessible vantage X
point). If the project is in an urbanized area, would the
project conflict with applicable zoning or other
regulations governing scenic quality?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare
which would adversely affect day or nighttime views in X
the area?

SUBSTANTIATION: City of Adelanto General Plan, Land Use and Conservation Elements.

a.

Less Than Significant Impact — The City of Adelanto is located in the High Desert of San Bernardino
County, north of the San Bernardino and San Gabriel Mountains and southeast of the Shadow
Mountains. Adverse impacts to scenic vistas can occur in one of two ways. First, an area itself may
contain existing scenic vistas that would be altered by new development. A review of the project area
determined that there are no scenic vistas located on or in the general area surrounding the project
site. The project site is located in an area that contains light industrial development intermixed with
vacant land. The area has general views of the mountains in the distance, and the surrounding vacant
land contains a mixture of native vegetation of the surrounding desert and disturbed non-native
vegetation. The project site itself is relatively flat and contains no topographic relief, rock
outcroppings, or trees. Therefore, the development of the project for equipment storage is not
expected to impact any important scenic vistas within the project area.

A scenic vista impact can also occur when a scenic vista can be viewed from the project area or
immediate vicinity and a proposed development may interfere with the view to a scenic vista. The
proposed development would not limit views in the area immediately surrounding the project site
because the site will only store equipment that is one story or less in height and much of the site
would remain vacant at various times depending on how much equipment was onsite versus being
rented out at a time. The land to the east, north, and west contains relatively low intensity outdoor
storage and light industrial uses with maximum two-story buildings. Because mountain views from
the project area are at some distance, storing equipment on the project site will not limit mountain or
desert views from surrounding roadways or other public areas, and furthermore, could conform to the
existing industrial setting in the general vicinity of the project site. Therefore, development of the
proposed project has a less than significant potential to have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic
vista.

No Impact — The project site is currently vacant and contains sparce mixed weedy and native
vegetation but no Joshua trees, which are protected by Title 8, Division 9 of the San Bernardino
County Code and which is enforced by the City of Adelanto. There are no rock outcroppings, historic
buildings, or other scenic features on the site. According to the San Bernardino Countywide Plan
Scenic Highways Map (Figure 1-1), the proposed project is not located within or in proximity to a state
scenic highway and the City of Adelanto does not identify any locally important scenic roadways in
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the project vicinity. Therefore, the proposed project cannot affect any scenic resources within a state
scenic highway corridor. Based on the site condition and immediate surroundings, the project site
itself does not contain any significant scenic resources that would be significantly impacted by the
proposed project. Therefore, there would be no impacts to scenic resources as a result of the
implementation of the proposed project.

C. Less Than Significant Impact — The proposed project is located in a non-urbanized area in the
southern portion of the City, but the surrounding area supports low intensity light industrial uses to
the west, north and east with vacant land to the south. The underlying land use and zoning
classification for the site and surrounding area are for light industrial/manufacturing-type uses, which
allows for outdoor storage areas for equipment and materials. Therefore, the visual impacts of the
proposed project are consistent with the General Plan and zoning designation and with existing
development in the area. Furthermore, there are no unique scenic resources in the project area
although the entire area has distant views of the mountains to the south and east. Due to the project’s
location outside of major throughways in the City, public views to this site are limited, and as stated
under issue I(a) above, such public views to these distant vistas in the project area are limited.
Therefore, development of the proposed project would have a less than significant potential to
substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of public views of the site and its
surroundings.

d. Less Than Significant Impact — Implementation of the proposed project will create essentially one
new source of light during project operation (i.e., one high-mast light structure near the center of the
site). The proposed (non-occupied) buildings onsite are anticipated to contain interior sources of light,
but this structure is not anticipated to be outfitted with windows such that light or glare would occur.
The only other new source of lighting would be vehicular traffic accessing the site to move equipment
onto and off of the site as needed. There are no residences in the immediate surrounding area, and
as a result the new light pole is not anticipated to create any significant lighting impacts that could
affect nearby residences. Furthermore, the new lighting is required to be consistent with the lighting
standards set forth in the City of Adelanto zoning code by directing all lighting downwards. Through
compliance with the City of Adelanto municipal code, potential light and glare can be controlled to a
less than significant impact level.
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Less Than
Potentially Significant with Less Than No Impact or
Significant Impact Mitigation Significant Impact Does Not Apply

Incorporated

Il. AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES:
In determining whether impacts to agricultural
resources are significant environmental effects, lead
agencies may refer to the California Agricultural Land
Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997)
prepared by the California Dept. of Conservation as an
optional model to use in assessing impacts on
agriculture and farmland. In determining whether
impacts to forest resources, including timberland, are
significant environmental effects, lead agencies may
refer to information compiled by the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding
the state’s inventory of forest land, including the Forest
and Range Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy
Assessment project; and forest carbon measurement
methodology provided in Forest Protocols adopted by
the California Air Resources Board. Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland or
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland X
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California
Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or a X
Williamson Act contract?

c¢) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning
of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code
section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public X
Resources Code section 4526), or timberland zoned
Timberland Production (as defined by Government
Code section 51104(g))?

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of X
forest land to non-forest use?

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment
which, due to their location or nature, could result in X
conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or
conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

SUBSTANTIATION: California Department of Conservation, Important Farmland Finder map, accessed
May 2024, https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/DLRP/CIFF/; and, City of Adelanto General Plan, Land Use
and Conservation Elements.

a. No Impact — The project site is currently vacant, and relatively flat and undisturbed. The project site
is located within the City of Adelanto’s Manufacturing/Industrial (MI) land use designation and zoning
classification. The City of Adelanto does not contain a significant amount of land designated as Prime
Farmland, Unique Farmland or Farmland of Statewide Importance. According to the California
Important Farmland Finder map (Figure lI-1), the project site and the land to the south are designated
as Grazing Land, which is considered suited to the grazing of livestock. In addition, the lands to the
north, east, and west of the project site are designated as “Urban and Built-Up Land” which means
developed with no potential for agriculture. These designations are not related to Prime Farmland,
Unique Farmland or Farmland of Statewide Importance. Furthermore, the proposed project site has
been vacant with no activity for over 60 years. Construction and operation of the proposed project
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will therefore, not convert farmland of any importance to non-agricultural use. No impacts are
anticipated and no mitigation is required.

b. No Impact — As stated under issue ll(a) above, the proposed project site is not designated for
agricultural use by the City’'s General Plan. Furthermore, the site and adjacent properties are not
designated for agricultural uses as shown on the California Important Farmland Finder map provided
as Figure lI-1. The activities associated with the proposed project will be confined to the project site;
therefore, no potential exists for a conflict between the proposed project and agricultural zoning or
Williamson Act contracts within the project area. No mitigation is required.

C. No Impact — According to the General Plan, the project site contains no stands or groves of trees,
and is far removed from the San Gabriel and San Bernardino Mountains to the south, which are
known to support forestry resources. Thus, the proposed project site is not located within forest land,
timberland or timberland zoned for Timberland Production. Therefore, the proposed project will not
conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources
Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section 4526), or
timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code section 51104(g)). No
impacts are anticipated and no mitigation is required.

d. No Impact — The project site is not located within forest land and has no commercial trees on the
property; therefore, the project will not result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to
non-forest production use. No impacts are anticipated and no mitigation is required.

e. No Impact — Implementation of the proposed project will not involve other changes in the existing
environment, which, due to their location or nature, could result in conversion of valuable farmland to
non-agricultural use or forest to non-forest uses. No forest or agricultural resources or uses occur
within the general vicinity of the proposed project site, and therefore no agricultural uses would be
impacted by the development or operation of the proposed project. Therefore, no adverse impacts
to agricultural, forest or timberland resources will result from project implementation and no mitigation
is required.
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Less Than
Potentially Significant with Less Than No Impact or
Significant Impact Mitigation Significant Impact Does Not Apply

Incorporated

lll. AIR QUALITY: Where available, the significance
criteria established by the applicable air quality
management or air pollution control district may be
relied upon to make the following determinations.
Would the project:

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the X
applicable air quality plan?

b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of
any criteria pollutant for which the project region is X
non-attainment under an applicable federal or state
ambient air quality standard?

c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant X
concentrations?

d) Result in other emissions (such as those leading to
odors) adversely affecting a substantial number of X
people?

SUBSTANTIATION: The following information utilized in this section of the Initial Study was obtained from
the Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District (MDAQMD) website, https://www.mdagmd.ca.gov/,
accessed in May 2024; and the California Air Resources Board (CARB) website, www.arb.ca.gov/adam/,
accessed in May 2024. Additionally, a technical study that models project air quality and GHG emissions,
titted “0 Daisy Road Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Assessment” has been prepared by Urban
Crossroads, dated June 13, 2024, and provided as Appendix 1 to this Initial Study.

Background

The project site is located in the portion of the County of San Bernardino, California, that is part of the
Mojave Desert Air Basin (MDAB) and is under the jurisdiction of the MDAQMD. The air quality assessment
for the proposed project includes estimating emissions associated with short-term construction and long-
term operation of the proposed project. A number of air quality modeling tools are available to assess the
air quality impacts of projects. In addition, certain air districts, such as the MDAQMD, have created
guidelines and requirements to conduct air quality analyses. The MDAQMD'’s current guidelines, included
in its California Environmental Quality Act and Federal Conformity Guidelines (August 2011), were adhered
to in the assessment of air quality impacts for the proposed project.

Climate

Air quality in the project area is not only affected by various emissions sources (mobile, industry, etc.) but
is also affected by atmospheric conditions such as wind speed, wind direction, temperature, and rainfall.
The MDAB is an assemblage of mountain ranges interspersed with long broad valleys that often contain
dry lakes. Many of the lower mountains that dot the vast terrain rise from 1,000 to 4,000 ft above the valley
floor. Prevailing winds in the MDAB are out of the west and southwest. These prevailing winds are due to
the proximity of the MDAB to coastal and central regions and the blocking nature of the Sierra Nevada
Mountains to the north; air masses pushed onshore in Southern California by differential heating are
channeled through the MDAB. The MDAB is separated from the Southern California coastal and central
California valley regions by mountains (highest elevation is approximately 10,000 ft), whose passes form
the main channels for these air masses. The Mojave Desert is bordered on the southwest by the San
Bernardino Mountains, separated from the San Gabriel Mountains by the Cajon Pass (4,200 ft). A lesser
pass lies between the San Bernardino Mountains and the Little San Bernardino Mountains in the Morongo
Valley. The Palo Verde Valley portion of the Mojave Desert lies in the low desert, at the eastern end of a
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series of valleys (notably the Coachella Valley), whose primary channel is the San Gorgonio Pass (2,300
ft) between the San Bernardino and San Jacinto Mountains.

During the summer, the MDAB is generally influenced by a Pacific subtropical high cell that sits off the
coast, inhibiting cloud formation and encouraging daytime solar heating. The MDAB is rarely influenced by
cold air masses moving south from Canada and Alaska, as these frontal systems are weak and diffuse by
the time they reach the desert. Most desert moisture arrives from infrequent warm, moist, and unstable air
masses from the south. The MDAB averages between three and seven inches of precipitation per year
(from 16 to 30 days with at least 0.01 inch of precipitation). The MDAB is classified as a dry-hot desert
climate, with portions classified as dry-very hot desert, to indicate that at least three months have maximum
average temperatures over 100.4° F.

Snow is common above 5,000 ft in elevation, resulting in moderate snowpack and limited spring runoff.
Below 5,000 ft, any precipitation normally occurs as rainfall. Pacific storm fronts normally move into the
area from the west, driven by prevailing winds from the west and southwest. During late summer, moist
high-pressure systems from the Pacific collide with rising heated air from desert areas, resulting in brief,
high-intensity thunderstorms that can cause high winds and localized flash flooding.

Criteria Pollutants

Both the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the California Air Resources Board (CARB)
have established ambient air quality standards for common pollutants. These ambient air quality standards
are levels of contaminants representing safe levels that avoid specific adverse health effects associated
with each pollutant. The ambient air quality standards cover what are called “criteria” pollutants because
the health and other effects of each pollutant are described in criteria documents. The six criteria pollutants
are ozone (O3) (precursor emissions include NOx and reactive organic gases (ROG), CO, particulate matter
(PM), nitrogen dioxide (NO2), sulfur dioxide (SOz), and lead. Areas that meet ambient air quality standards
are classified as attainment areas, while areas that do not meet these standards are classified as
nonattainment areas. The San Bernardino County portion of the MDAB is designated as a nonattainment
area for the federal Oz and PM2s standards and is also a nonattainment area for the state standards for O3,
and PMo.

Applicable Regulatory Requirements

MDAQMD Rules that are currently applicable during construction activity for this project include but are not
limited to Rule 403 (Fugitive Dust) and Rule 1113 (Architectural Coatings).

MDAQMD Rule 403
This rule is intended to reduce the amount of particulate matter entrained in the ambient air as a result of
anthropogenic (human-made) fugitive dust sources by requiring actions to prevent and reduce fugitive dust
emissions. Rule 403 applies to any activity or human-made condition capable of generating fugitive dust
and requires best available control measures to be applied to earth moving and grading activities. This rule
is intended to reduce PM1o emissions from any transportation, handling, construction, or storage activity
that has the potential to generate fugitive dust. PM1o suppression techniques are summarized below.
e Portions of a construction site to remain inactive longer than a period of three months will be seeded
and watered until grass cover is grown or otherwise stabilized.
e All on-site roads will be paved as soon as feasible or watered periodically or chemically stabilized.
o All material transported off-site will be either sufficiently watered or securely covered to prevent
excessive amounts of dust.
e The area disturbed by clearing, grading, earthmoving, or excavation operations will be minimized
at all times.
o Where vehicles leave a construction site and enter adjacent public streets, the streets will be swept
daily or washed down at the end of the workday to remove soil tracked onto the paved surface.
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MDAQMD Rule 1113

This rule serves to limit the volatile organic compound (VOC) content of architectural coatings used on
projects in the MDAQMD. Any person who supplies, sells, offers for sale, or manufactures any architectural
coating for use on projects in the MDAQMD must comply with the current VOC standards set in this rule.

Methodology

In August 2023, the California Air Pollution Control Officers Association (CAPCOA) in conjunction with other
California air districts, including MDAQMD, released the latest version of the CalEEMod Version
2022.1.1.23. The purpose of this model is to calculate construction-source and operational-source criteria
pollutant (VOCs, NOx, SOx, CO, PM+o, and PM2:5) and GHG emissions from direct and indirect sources;
and quantify applicable air quality and GHG reductions achieved from mitigation measures. Accordingly,
the latest version of CalEEMod has been used for this project to determine construction and operational air
quality and greenhouse gas emissions.

Air Quality Regional Emissions Thresholds

The MDAQMD has developed regional significance thresholds for criteria pollutants, as summarized at
Table IlI-1. The MDAQMD’s CEQA and Federal Conformity Guidelines (February 2020) indicate that any
projects in the Mojave Desert Air Basin (MDAB) with daily emissions that exceed any of the indicated
thresholds should be considered as having an individually and cumulatively significant air quality impact.

Table 11I-1
MAXIMUM DAILY REGIONAL EMISSIONS THRESHOLDS
Pollutant Construction/ Operations

Cco 548 |bs/day

NOx 137 Ibs/day

VvOC 137 Ibs/day

SOx 137 Ibs/day

PMio 82 Ibs/day
PM2s 65 Ibs/day

Ibs./day — Pounds Per Day

Impact Analysis

a. Less Than Significant Impact — The Federal Particulate Matter Attainment Plan and Ozone
Attainment Plan for the Mojave Desert set forth a comprehensive set of programs that will lead the
MDAB into compliance with federal and state air quality standards. The control measures and related
emission reduction estimates within the Federal Particulate Matter Attainment Plan and Ozone
Attainment Plan are based upon emissions projections for a future development scenario derived
from land use, population, and employment characteristics defined in consultation with local
governments. Accordingly, conformance with these attainment plans for development projects is
determined by demonstrating compliance the indicators discussed below:

Consistency Criterion No. 1

The City of Adelanto General Plan designates the project site for “Manufacturing/Industrial (MI)” uses.
The primary purpose of areas designated “MI” is to minimize exposure to its surroundings from more
employment-intensive developments such as correctional facilities, controlled hazard uses,
renewable energy facilities, manufacturing, distribution and warehousing, and automotive related
businesses. The Manufacturing/Industrial designation allows for a maximum FAR of 0.60.
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The project would develop an outdoor crane component and jobsite equipment storage yard on 2.43
acres, which is consistent with the Adelanto General Plan land use designation. Additionally, it should
be noted that the proposed development would not exceed regional thresholds for operational
emissions and would therefore be considered to have a less than significant impact. As such, the
development proposed by the project is consistent with the growth projections in the General Plan
and is therefore considered to be consistent with the AQMP.

Consistency Criterion No. 2

All MDAQMD Rules and Regulations
The project would be required to comply with all applicable MDAQMD Rules and Regulations,
including, but not limited to Rules 401 (Visible Emissions), 402 (Nuisance), and 403 (Fugitive Dust).

Consistency Criterion No. 3

Demonstrating that the project will not increase the frequency or severity of a violation in the federal
or state ambient air quality standards

Consistency Criterion No. 3 refers to violations of the CAAQS and NAAQS. CAAQS and NAAQS
violations would occur if regional significance thresholds were exceeded. As evaluated, the project’s
regional construction and operational emissions would not exceed applicable regional significance
thresholds. As such, a less than significant impact is expected

AQMP Consistency Conclusion

The project would not have the potential to result in or cause NAAQS or CAAQS violations.
Additionally, project construction and operational-source emissions would not exceed the regional or
localized significance thresholds. Further, the project will not exceed the assumptions in the AQMP
based on the years of project build-out phase. The project is therefore considered to be consistent
with the AQMP and impacts under this issue are considered less than significant.

b. Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated — The MDAQMD relies on the SCAQMD guidance
for determining cumulative impacts. The SCAQMD has recognized that there is typically insufficient
information to quantitatively evaluate the cumulative contributions of multiple projects because each
project applicant has no control over nearby projects.

The SCAQMD has published a report on how to address cumulative impacts from air pollution: White
Paper on Potential Control Strategies to Address Cumulative Impacts from Air Pollution. In this report
the SCAQMD clearly states (Page D-3):

“...the SCAQMD uses the same significance thresholds for project specific and cumulative impacts
for all environmental topics analyzed in an Environmental Assessment or EIR. The only case where
the significance thresholds for project specific and cumulative impacts differ is the Hazard Index (Hl)
significance threshold for TAC emissions. The project specific (project increment) significance
threshold is HI > 1.0 while the cumulative (facility-wide) is HI > 3.0. It should be noted that the Hl is
only one of three TAC emission significance thresholds considered (when applicable) in a CEQA
analysis. The other two are the maximum individual cancer risk (MICR) and the cancer burden, both
of which use the same significance thresholds (MICR of 10 in 1 million and cancer burden of 0.5) for
project specific and cumulative impacts.

Projects that exceed the project-specific significance thresholds are considered by the SCAQMD to
be cumulatively considerable. This is the reason project-specific and cumulative significance
thresholds are the same. Conversely, projects that do not exceed the project-specific thresholds are
generally not considered to be cumulatively significant.”

Therefore, this analysis assumes that individual projects that do not generate operational or
construction emissions that exceed the SCAQMD’s recommended daily thresholds for project-
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specific impacts would also not cause a cumulatively considerable increase in emissions for those
pollutants for which SCAB is in nonattainment, and, therefore, would not be considered to have a
significant, adverse air quality impact. Alternatively, individual project-related construction and
operational emissions that exceed SCAQMD thresholds for project-specific impacts would be
considered cumulatively considerable.

Construction Emissions
In May 2024 the California Air Pollution Control Officers Association (CAPCOA) in conjunction with
other California air districts, including SCAQMD, released the latest version of CalEEMo0d2022.1.1.

Construction Activities

Construction activities associated with the project would result in emissions of VOCs, NOx, SOx, CO,
PM1o, and PM2s. Construction-related emissions are expected from the following activities:

e Site Preparation

e Grading (Import/Export)
e Building Construction

e Paving

e Architectural Coating
Grading Activities

Dust is typically a major concern during grading activities. Because such emissions are not amenable
to collection and discharge through a controlled source, they are called “fugitive emissions”. Fugitive
dust emissions rates vary as a function of many parameters (soil silt, soil moisture, wind speed, area
disturbed, number of vehicles, depth of disturbance or excavation, etc.). CalEEMod was utilized to
calculate fugitive dust emissions resulting from this phase of activity. This analysis assumes that
earthwork activities are expected to balance on site and no import or export of soils would be required.
The CalEEMod default trip length of 20-miles will be used to analyze the emissions associated with
export activities.

Off-Site Utility and Infrastructure Improvements

To support the project development, the project will include improvement to the dirt road from Daisy
Road east to the southwest corner of the project site, a distance of 330 feet. The only utility connection
needed for the project is electricity for the high-mast lighting and activation of the gate. Construction
emissions from this off-site work would, therefore, be relatively short term, not concentrated in one
area. The physical constraints would limit the amount of construction equipment that could be used,
and any off-site and utility infrastructure construction would not use equipment totals that would
exceed the equipment totals. As such, no impacts beyond what has already been identified in this
report are expected to occur.

On-Road Trips

Construction generates on-road vehicle emissions from vehicle usage for workers, vendors, and haul
trucks commuting to and from the site. Worker and hauling trips are based on CalEEMod defaults. It
should be noted that for vendor trips, specifically, CalEEMod only assigns vendor trips to the Building
Construction phase. Vendor trips would likely occur during all phases of construction. As such, the
CalEEMod defaults for vendor trips have been adjusted based on a ratio of the total vendor trips to
the number of days of each subphase of activity.

Construction Duration

For purposes of analysis, construction of the project is expected to commence in October 2024 and
would last through December 2024. The construction schedule utilized in the analysis represents a
“conservative” analysis scenario should construction occur any time after the respective dates since
emission factors for construction decrease as time passes and the analysis year increases due to
emission regulations becoming more stringent'. The duration of construction activity and associated

" As shown in the CalEEMod User’s Guide Version 2022, Appendix G “Table G-11. Statewide Average Annual
Offoad Equipment Emission Factors” as the analysis year increases, emission factors for the same equipment pieces
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equipment represents a reasonable approximation of the expected construction fleet as required per
CEQA Guidelines.

Construction Equipment

CalEEMod default parameters for equipment have been used. Consistent with industry standards
and typical construction practices, each piece of equipment will operate up to a total of eight (8) hours
per day, or more than two-thirds of the period during which construction activities are allowed
pursuant to the code.

Regional Construction Emissions Summary

The estimated maximum daily construction emissions without mitigation are summarized on Table
[lI-2. Detailed construction model outputs are presented in Attachment A. Under the assumed
scenarios, emissions resulting from the project construction will not exceed thresholds established
by the MDAQMD for emissions of any criteria pollutant and no mitigation is required. Detailed
Construction model outputs are presented in Attachment A to Appendix 1.

Table I1I-2
REGIONAL CONSTRUCTION EMISSIONS SUMMARY

Emissions (lbs./day)
Source
voc NOX co | sox | Pwmio | PM25
Winter
2024 30.31 19.53 23.55 0.04 3.33 1.95
Maximum Daily Emissions 30.31 19.53 23.55 0.04 3.33 1.95
MDAQMD Regional Threshold 137 137 548 137 82 65
Threshold Exceeded? NO NO NO NO NO NO

'PM10 and PM2.5 source emissions reflect 3x daily watering per MDAQMD Rule 403 for fugitive dust.

Short-term emissions are primarily related to the construction of the project and are recognized to be
short in duration and without lasting impacts on air quality. With the enhanced dust control mitigation
measures listed below, construction activity air pollution emissions are not expected to exceed
MDAQMD CEQA thresholds for any pollutant. Regardless, the PM-10 non-attainment status of the
Mojave Desert area requires that Best Available Control Measures (BACMs) be used as required by
the Mojave AQMD Rule 403. Recommended construction activity mitigation includes:

AQ-1 Dust Control. The following measures shall be incorporated into project plans
and specifications for implementation:
o Apply soil stabilizers such as hay bales or aggregate cover to inactive
areas.
e Prepare a high wind dust control plan and implement plan elements and
terminate soil disturbance when winds exceed 25 mph.
o Stabilize previously disturbed areas if subsequent construction is delayed.
o Water exposed surfaces and haul roads 3 times/day.
e Cover all stockpiles with tarps.
o Replace ground cover in disturbed areas quickly.
o Reduce speeds on unpaved roads to less than 15 mph.
e Trenches shall be left exposed for as short a time as possible.
AQ-2 The following signage shall be erected no later than the commencement of

construction: A minimum 48 inch high by 96 inch wide sign containing the

decrease due to the natural turnover of older equipment being replaced by newer less polluting equipment and new

regulatory requirements.
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following shall be located within 50 feet of each project site entrance, meeting
the specified minimum height text, black text on white background, on one
inch A/C laminated plywood board, with the lower edge between six and seven
feet above grade, identifying a responsible official for the site and local or toll
free number that is accessible 24 hours per day:

“[Site Name] {four-inch text}

[project Name/project Number] {four-inch text}

IF YOU SEE DUST COMING FROM {four-inch text}

THIS PROJECT CALL: {six-inch text}

[Contact Name], PHONE NUMBER {six-inch text}

If you do not receive a response, Please Call {three-inch text} The

MDAQMD at 1-800-635-4617 {three-inch text}”

AQ-3 During project construction a 4,000-gallon water truck shall be available on-
site at all times for dust control.

AQ-4 Wind breaks and/or fencing shall be developed in areas that are susceptible to
high wind induced dusting.

AQ-5 The Developer shall use a water truck to maintain moist disturbed surfaces
and actively spread water during visible dusting episodes to minimize visible
fugitive dust emissions. If the site contains exposed sand or fines deposits
(and if the project would expose such soils through earthmoving), water
application or chemical stabilization will be required to eliminate visible
dust/sand from sand/fines deposits.

AQ-6 The Developer shall formulate a high wind response plan that addresses
enhanced dust control if winds are forecast to exceed 25-mph in any upcoming
24-hour period.

The project-specific evaluation of emissions presented in the preceding analysis demonstrates that
proposed project construction-source air pollutant emissions would not result in exceedances of
regional thresholds. With the above mitigation measures, any impacts related to construction
emissions are considered less than significant on a project-specific and cumulative basis. No further
mitigation is required.

Regional Operational Emissions

Operational activities associated with the project would result in emissions of VOCs, NOx, SOx, CO,
PM1o, and PM2s. Operational related emissions are expected from the following primary sources:
area source emissions, energy source emissions, and mobile source emissions.

The project related operational air quality impacts derive primarily from vehicle trips generated by the
project. Trip generation statistics published in the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip
Generation Manual (11th Edition, 2021) for the Specialty Trade Contractor (ITE Land Use Code 180)
land use category were utilized in this analysis.

The estimated operation-source emissions from the project are summarized on Table 1lI-3. Detailed
operation model outputs are presented in Attachment A of Appendix 1. As shown on Table 1lI-3,
operational-source emissions would not exceed the applicable MDAQMD regional thresholds for
emissions of any criteria pollutant and no mitigation is required. Therefore, the proposed project
operational-source emissions would be considered less than significant on a project-specific and
cumulative basis.
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Table I1I-3
TOTAL PROJECT REGIONAL OPERATIONAL EMISSIONS
Emissions (Ibs./day)
Source
voc NOX co | sox | Pmio | PMm25
Summer
Mobile Source 0.00 0.20 0.05 0.00 0.05 0.02
Area Source 0.17 0.00 0.22 0.00 0.00 0.00
Energy Source 0.00 0.03 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00
Total Maximum Daily Emissions 0.17 0.23 0.29 0.00 0.05 0.02
MDAQMD Regional Threshold 137 137 548 137 82 65
Threshold Exceeded? NO NO NO NO NO NO
Winter

Mobile Source 0.00 0.21 0.05 0.00 0.05 0.02
Area Source 0.13 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Energy Source 0.00 0.03 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00
Total Maximum Daily Emissions 0.14 0.24 0.07 0.00 0.05 0.02
MDAQMD Regional Threshold 137 137 548 137 82 65
Threshold Exceeded? NO NO NO NO NO NO

Conclusion

With the incorporation of mitigation measures (MMs) AQ-1 through AQ-6, the development of the
project would have a less than significant potential to result in a cumulatively considerable net
increase of any criteria pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment under an applicable
federal or state ambient air quality standard.

Less Than Significant Impact — The potential impact of project-generated air pollutant emissions at
sensitive receptors has also been considered. Sensitive receptors can include uses such as long-
term health care facilities, rehabilitation centers, and retirement homes. Residences, schools,
playgrounds, childcare centers, and athletic facilities can also be considered as sensitive receptors.
The nearest sensitive receptor is the existing residence located at 11051 Cassia Road, approximately
611 feet south of the project site.

As per the MDAQMD Guidelines, the following project types located within a specified distance to an
existing or planned sensitive receptor land use must be evaluated to determine exposure of
substantial pollutant concentrations to sensitive receptors:

e Any industrial project within 1,000 feet;

A distribution center (40 or more trucks per day) within 1,000 feet;

A major transportation project (50,000 or more vehicles per day) within 1,000 feet;

A dry cleaner using perchloroethylene within 500 feet;

A gasoline dispensing facility within 300 feet.

The proposed project consists of outdoor crane components and jobsite equipment storage yard on
a 2.43-acre site. Although the project site would be considered an industrial use and is located within
1,000 feet of existing residential uses, the project as shown in Table 11I-2 would be well below the
applicable thresholds and would not expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
concentrations. Therefore, sensitive receptors would not be subject to a significant air quality impact
during project construction and operational activities.
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CO “Hot Spot” Analysis

As discussed below, the project would not result in potentially adverse CO concentrations or “hot
spots.” An adverse CO concentration, known as a “hot spot”, would occur if an exceedance of the
state one-hour standard of 20 ppm or the eight-hour standard of 9 ppm were to occur.

It has long been recognized that CO hotspots are caused by vehicular emissions, primarily when
idling at congested intersections. In response, vehicle emissions standards have become
increasingly stringent in the last twenty years. Currently, the allowable CO emissions standard in
California is a maximum of 3.4 grams/mile for passenger cars (there are requirements for certain
vehicles that are more stringent). With the turnover of older vehicles, introduction of cleaner fuels,
and implementation of increasingly sophisticated and efficient emissions control technologies, CO
concentration in the SCAB is now designated as attainment.

To establish a more accurate record of baseline CO concentrations affecting the SCAB, a CO “hot
spot” analysis was conducted in 2003 for four busy intersections in Los Angeles at the peak morning
and afternoon time periods . This “hot spot” analysis did not predict any exceedance of the 1-hour
(20.0 ppm) or 8-hour (9.0 ppm) CO standards, as shown on Table IlI-4.

Table Ill-4
LOS ANGELES CO MODEL RESULTS

CO Concentrations (ppm)

Intersection Location

Morning 1-hour Afternoon 1-hour 8-hour
Wilshire Boulevard/Veteran Avenue 4.6 3.5 3.7
Sunset Boulevard/Highland Avenue 4 45 3.5
La Cienega Boulevard/Century Boulevard 3.7 3.1 5.2
Long Beach Boulevard/Imperial Highway 3 3.1 8.4

Notes: Federal 1-hour standard is 35 ppm and the deferral 8-hour standard is 9.0 ppm.

It should be noted that MDAQMD has not established its own guidelines for CO hotspots analysis.
Since the MDAQMD guidelines are based on SCAQMD methodology, it is appropriate to apply the
SCAQMD criteria when analyzing CO hotspots within the MDAQMD. Based on the SCAQMD's 2003
AQMP and the 1992 Federal Attainment Plan for Carbon Monoxide (7992 CO Plan), peak carbon
monoxide concentrations in the SCAB were a result of unusual meteorological and topographical
conditions and not a result of traffic volumes and congestion at a particular intersection. As evidence
of this, for example, of the 8.4 ppm 8-hr CO concentration measured at the Long Beach Blvd. and
Imperial Hwy. intersection (i.e., the highest CO generating intersection within the “hot spot” analysis),
only 0.7 ppm was attributable to the traffic volumes and congestion at this intersection; the remaining
7.7 ppm were due to the ambient air measurements at the time the 2003 AQMP was prepared. In
contrast, an adverse CO concentration, known as a “hot spot”, would occur if an exceedance of the
state one-hour standard of 20 parts per million (ppm) or the eight-hour standard of 9 ppm were to
occur.

Similar considerations are also employed by other Air Districts when evaluating potential CO
concentration impacts. More specifically, the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD)
concludes that under existing and future vehicle emission rates, a given project would have to
increase traffic volumes at a single intersection by more than 44,000 vehicles per hour (vph)—or
24,000 vph where vertical and/or horizontal air does not mix—in order to generate a significant CO
impact (21). Traffic volumes generating the CO concentrations for the “hot spot” analysis is shown
on Table I1I-5. The busiest intersection evaluated was that at Wilshire Boulevard and Veteran Avenue,
which has a daily traffic volume of approximately 100,000 vph and AM/PM traffic volumes of 8,062
vph and 7,719 vph respectively.
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The proposed project considered herein would generate 3 trips and would not produce the volume of
traffic required to generate a CO “hot spot” either in the context of the 2003 Los Angeles hot spot
study or based on representative BAAQMD CO threshold considerations. Therefore, CO “hot spots”
are not an environmental impact of concern for the proposed project. Localized air quality impacts
related to mobile-source emissions would therefore be less than significant.

Table IlI-5

LOS ANGELES TRAFFIC VOLUMES

Peak Traffic Volumes (vph)
Intersection Location Eastbound | Westbound | Southbound | Northbound Total
(AM/PM) (AM/PM) (AM/PM) (AM/PM) (AM/PM)
Wilshire Boulevard/Veteran Avenue 4,954/2,069 1,830/3,317 721/1,400 560/933 8,062/7,719
Sunset Boulevard/Highland Avenue 1,417/1,764 | 1,342/1,540 2,304/1,832 1,551/2,238 6,614/5,374
La Cienega Boulevard/Century 2,540/2,243 | 1,890/2,728 | 1,384/2,029 821/1,674 | 6,634/8,674
Long Beach Boulevard/Imperial Highway | 1,217/2,020 | 1,760/1,400 479/944 756/1,150 4,212/5,514

Less Than Significant Impact — Substantial odor-generating sources include land uses such as
Agricultural uses (livestock and farming), Wastewater treatment plants, Food processing plants,
Chemical plants, Composting operations, Refineries, Landfills, Dairies, and Fiberglass molding
facilities. The project does not contain land uses typically associated with emitting objectionable
odors. Potential odor sources associated with the proposed project may result from construction
equipment exhaust and the application of asphalt and architectural coatings during construction
activities and the temporary storage of typical solid waste (refuse) associated with the proposed
project’s (long-term operational) uses. Standard construction requirements would minimize odor
impacts from construction. The construction odor emissions would be temporary, short-term, and
intermittent in nature and would cease upon completion of the respective phase of construction and
is thus considered less than significant. It is expected that project-generated refuse would be stored
in covered containers and removed at regular intervals in compliance with the solid waste regulations.
The proposed project would also be required to comply with MDAQMD Rule 402 to prevent
occurrences of public nuisances. Therefore, odors associated with the proposed project construction
and operations would be less than significant and no mitigation is required.
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Less Than
Potentially Significant with Less Than No Impact or
Significant Impact Mitigation Significant Impact Does Not Apply

Incorporated

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES: Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or
through habitat modifications, on any species identified
as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in X
local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian
habitat or other sensitive natural community identified
in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the X
California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service?

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or
federally protected wetlands (including, but not limited

to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct X
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other
means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or
with established native resident or migratory wildlife X
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances
protecting biological resources, such as a tree X
preservation policy or ordinance?

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation X
Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat
conservation plan?

SUBSTANTIATION: The following information is provided based on a study titled “Biological Resources
Assessment for the for Proposed Project Located at 0 Daisy Road in the City of Adelanto, San Bernardino
County, California” (BRA) prepared by ELMT Consulting, Inc. dated June 2024, provided as Appendix 2.

General Site Conditions

The project site occurs in an area that is primarily undeveloped with a few adjacent parcels allocated to
commercial development and equipment storage as well as scattered rural residential and institutional
developments throughout the general vicinity. The site is bounded to north, east, and west by commercial
development with Primrose Road, Verbena Road, and Daisy Road beyond respectively, and to the south
by undeveloped, vacant land with Cassia Road beyond. The site itself supports undeveloped, land which
is currently used as an equipment storage yard. The site has been subjected to various anthropogenic
disturbances such as weed abatement, grading, vehicle access, and surrounding development.

According to historic aerials, the site has supported undeveloped, vacant land since at least 2009. The
earliest observable land uses in the vicinity of the site occurred prior to 1994 in association with storage for
adjacent commercial development. The entire project site is disturbed with areas supporting a nonnative
grassland plant community.
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Vegetation
The project site supports one plant community that can be classified as non-native grassland, and one (1)
land cover type that would be classified as disturbed.

The majority of the project site supports a disturbed land cover type that has been impacted by
anthropogenic disturbances associated with onsite equipment storage operations. The site has also been
subjected to historical grading and weed abatement. Portions of the site support a non-native grassland
community. Plant species present within the nonnative grassland include mediterranean mustard
(Hirschfeldia incana), black mustard (Brassica nigra), red-stemmed filaree (Erodium cicutarium), Russian
thistle (Salsola tragus), red brome (Bromus medidentris), London rocket (sisymbrium irio), cottonwood
(Populus fremontii), and desert dandelion (Malacothrix glabrata).

Wildlife

Plant communities provide foraging habitat, nesting/denning sites, and shelter from adverse weather or
predation. This section provides a discussion of those wildlife species that were observed or are expected
to occur within the project site. The discussion is to be used as a general reference and is limited by the
season, time of day, and weather conditions in which the field investigation was conducted. Wildlife
detections were based on calls, songs, scat, tracks, burrows, and direct observation. The project site
provides limited habitat for wildlife species except those adapted to a high degree of anthropogenic
disturbances and development.

Fish: No fish or hydrogeomorphic features (e.g., perennial creeks, ponds, lakes, reservoirs) that would
provide suitable habitat for fish were observed on or within the vicinity of the project site. Therefore, no fish
are expected to occur, and are presumed absent from the project site.

Amphibians: No amphibians or hydrogeomorphic features (e.g., perennial creeks, ponds, lakes,
reservoirs) that would provide suitable habitat for amphibian species were observed on or within the vicinity
of the project site. Therefore, no amphibians are expected to occur on the project site and are presumed
absent.

Reptiles: The project site and surrounding area provide suitable foraging and cover habitat for local reptile
species adapted to a high degree of anthropogenic disturbance. No reptile species were observed onsite
during the field investigation. Common reptilian species that could be expected to occur onsite include
western side-blotched lizard (Uta stansburiana elegans), Great Basin fence lizard (Sceloporus
occidentalis), and southern alligator lizard (Elgaria multicarinata).

Birds: The project site and surrounding area provide suitable foraging and nesting habitat for local bird
species adapted to anthropogenic disturbance. Bird species detected during the field investigation include
common raven (Corvus corax), European starling (Sturnus vulgaris), house sparrow (Passer domesticus),
mourning dove (Zenaida macroura), Eurasian collared dove (Streptopelia decaocto), and northern
mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos).

Mammals: The project site and surrounding area provide suitable foraging and cover habitat for
mammalian species adapted to a high degree of anthropogenic disturbance. No mammalian species were
detected during the field investigation. Mammalian species that could be expected to occur onsite include
California ground squirrel (Otospermophilus beecheyi), and feral cat (Felis catus). Perimeter fencing
surrounding the project site likely precludes the presence of any additional mammalian species.

Impact Analysis

a. Less Than Significant Impact —

Sensitive Biological Resources

A BRA survey was conducted by ELMT Consulting in June 2024 to identify potential habitat for
special status wildlife and habitats within the project area. The habitat assessment evaluated the
conditions of the habitat(s) within the boundaries of the project site to determine if the existing plant
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communities, at the time of the survey, have the potential to provide suitable habitat(s) for special-
status plant and wildlife species.

The literature search identified seven (7) special-status plant species and twelve (12) special-status
wildlife species as having potential to occur within the Adelanto USGS 7.5-minute quadrangle. No
special-status plant communities were identified as having the potential to occur. Special-status plant
and wildlife species were evaluated for their potential to occur within the project site based on habitat
requirements, availability, and quality of suitable habitat, and known distributions. Species
determined to have the potential to occur within the general vicinity of the project site are presented
in Attachment C: Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources of the BRA (Appendix 2)

Special Status Plants

According to the CNDDB and CNPS, seven (7) special-status plant species have been recorded in
the Adelanto quadrangle (refer to Attachment C of the BRA, Appendix 2). Western Joshua tree was
observed adjacent to the project site, but no western Joshua trees were observed within the proposed
project footprint. No western Joshua trees were observed on the project site. However, one (1) live
western Joshua tree and one (1) dead Joshua tree was observed outside the boundaries of the
project, within a 50 foot buffer around the south to the south. Both trees measured greater than 5
meters in height. No direct impacts will occur to western Joshua tree from project implementation and
a Western Joshua Tree Incidental Take Permit will not be required. Additionally, due to the level of
routine disturbance onsite, it was determined that the project site does not have the potential to
support western Joshua tree or any additional special status species known to occur in the area, and
all are presumed to be absent.

Special Status Wildlife

According to the CNDDB, twelve (12) special-status wildlife species have been reported in the
Adelanto (refer to Attachment C of the BRA, Appendix 2). No special-status wildlife species were
observed during the field investigation. Based on habitat requirements for specific species and the
availability and quality of on-site habitats, and proximity to known occurrences, it was determined that
the proposed project site does not have the potential to support any special-status wildlife species,
and all are presumed to be absent.

Due to regional significance and/or listing status, the potential occurrence of burrowing owl, desert
tortoise, and Mohave ground squirrel are discussed in further detail below:

Burrowing Owl: The burrowing owl is currently listed as a California Species of Special Concern. It
is a grassland specialist distributed throughout western North America where it occupies open areas
with short vegetation and bare ground within shrub, desert, and grassland environments. Burrowing
owls use a wide variety of arid and semi-arid environments with well-drained, level to gently-sloping
areas characterized by sparse vegetation and bare ground. Burrowing owls are dependent upon the
presence of burrowing mammals (such as ground squirrels) whose burrows are used for roosting and
nesting. The presence or absence of colonial mammal burrows is often a major factor that limits the
presence or absence of burrowing owls. Where mammal burrows are scarce, burrowing owls have
been found occupying man-made cavities, such as buried and non-functioning drainpipes, stand-
pipes, and dry culverts. Burrowing mammals may burrow beneath rocks and debris or large, heavy
objects such as abandoned cars, concrete blocks, or concrete pads. They also require open
vegetation allowing line-of-sight observation of the surrounding habitat to forage as well as watch for
predators.

No burrowing owls or recent signs (i.e., pellets, feathers, castings, or whitewash) were observed
during the field investigation. The majority of the project site is minimally vegetated with a variety of
invasive/weedy species what provide line-of-sight observation favored by burrowing owls. However,
no suitable burrows (>4 inches) for roosting and nesting were observed within site boundaries.
Further, the site is surrounding by tall equipment, perimeter fencing and utility poles that provide
perching opportunities for raptors that may prey on burrowing owl. Therefore, burrowing owl is
presumed to be absent from the project site and no further surveys are recommended.
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Desert Tortoise: The Mojave population of the desert tortoise inhabits areas north and west of the
Colorado River in the Mojave Desert of California, Nevada, Arizona, and southwestern Utah, and in
the Sonoran Desert in California. Throughout the majority of the Mojave Desert, desert tortoises occur
most commonly on gentle sloping soils characterized by an even mix of sand and gravel and sparsely
vegetated low-growing vegetation where there is abundant inter-shrub space. Typical habitat for the
Mojave desert tortoise has been characterized as Mojavean desert scrub below 5,500 feet in
elevation with a high diversity of perennial and ephemeral plants. The dominant shrub commonly
associated with desert tortoise habitat is creosote bush; however, other shrubs including burrobush
(Ambrosia dumosa), Mojave yucca, cheesebush (Ambrosia salsola), and Mojave prickly pear
(Opuntia mojavensis) also provide suitable habitat. The desert tortoise spends 95 percent of its life
underground and will opportunistically utilize burrows of various lengths, deep caves, rock and
caliche crevices, or overhangs for cover. Therefore, moderately friable soil is required to allow for
burrow construction and ensure that burrows do not collapse.

No live desert tortoises, suitable burrows, or other signs were observed during the field investigation.
Further, the nonnative grassland present within the project site does not constitute suitable habitat
for desert tortoise. Additionally, the project site is isolated from known desert tortoise habitat by
existing development, including roadways which support regular traffic. As such, desert tortoise are
presumed to be absent from the project site and focused surveys are not recommended.

Mohave Ground Squirrel: The Mohave ground squirrel is endemic to the western Mojave Desert,
California. It occupies portions of Inyo, Kern, Los Angeles, and San Bernardino counties in the
western Mojave Desert. In general, the species ranges from near Palmdale on the southwest to
Lucerne Valley on the southeast, Olancha on the northwest and the Avawatz Mountains on the
northeast. The historical range of suitable habitat for this species as decreased by 10 to 16% due to
urbanization and range-wide declines in trapping success over the last few decades suggesting that
their populations are declining. This species was listed as threatened under the California
Endangered Species Act in 1985.

The Mohave ground squirrel is a medium-sized ground squirrel that measures 8.3 to 9.1 inches (in;

21 to 23 centimeters; cm) in total length, 2.2 to 2.8 in (5.7 to 7.2 cm) in tail length, and 1.3 to 1.5 in

(3.2 to 3.8 cm) in hind foot length. The Mohave ground squirrel occupies all major desert scrub

habitats in the western Mojave Desert. It has been observed in the following habitats:

e Mojave creosote scrub, dominated by creosote bush and burrobush,

e Desert saltbush scrub, dominated by various species of saltbush (Atriplex),

e Desert sink scrub, which is similar in composition to saltbush scrub, but is sparser and grows on
poorly drained soils with high alkalinity,

o Desert greasewood scrub, with very sparse vegetation generally located on valley bottoms and
dry lake beds,

e Shadscale scrub, which is dominated by Atriplex confertifolia and/or A. spinescens, and

e Joshua tree woodland, which includes Joshua trees widely scattered over a variety of shrub
species.

Mohave ground squirrel was not observed during the field investigation. Although a focused trapping
survey was not performed, the habitat assessment conducted for this report and review of available
information provided, allowed ELMT, the consulting firm that prepared the BRA, to offer its
professional opinion as to the presence or absence of this species within the proposed project
footprint.

Three criteria are typically used in assessing potential impacts to the Mohave ground squirrel:

Criteria 1: Is the site within the range of the species?

Per the Current Status of the Mohave Ground Squirrel: an update covering the period 2013-2020,
the project site is within the historic range of Mohave ground squirrel. Although the project site is
located within the historic range for Mohave ground squirrel, the site is near the southern boundary
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of the range. Further, the site is not located within any core areas, nor is it located within or
immediately adjacent to any corridors, conservation areas, or other known populations identified by
Leitner.

The project does not support a plant community suitable for Mohave ground squirrel habitat. Based
on the data provided in Current Status of the Mohave Ground Squirrel: an update covering the period
2013-2020 MGS have not been detected in the immediate vicinity of the project site during protocol
grid and regional surveys. The closest documented Mohave ground squirrel was captured on the
western outskirts of Victorville to the southeast of the project site. Several areas in the vicinity of the
project site have been surveyed to protocol level and regionally on several occasions, yet all of the
surveys have been negative for Mohave ground squirrel in the vicinity of the project site. Per the
Current Status of the Mohave Ground Squirrel Report trapping data, which provides more current
data than the CNDDB, no MGS have been trapped in the areas surrounding the project site.

Criteria 2: Is there native habitat with a relatively diverse shrub component?

There is no native habitat within the project site. The majority of the project site is barren and portions
of the site support a nonnative grassland. Additionally, creosote bush, spiny hopsage, hoary saltbush,
and winterfat, species that are favored by Mohave ground squirrel for cover and forage, were not
observed onsite during the field investigation. Dr. Leitner postulated, based on trapping surveys in
the southern portion of the Mohave ground squirrel range, that densities of < 24/ha for spiny hopsage
and < 100/ha of winterfat on a site was considered poor forage and may be related to the absence
of Mohave ground squirrel. Creosote and spiny hopsage occurred in very limited quantities. Further,
no wildlife corridors are expected to exist between the closest core MGS population and the project
site. The maximum documented movement of MGS is 3.9 miles. Therefore, the project site is not
likely to provide the essential habitat necessary to support the occupancy of Mohave ground squirrel.

Criteria 3: Is the site surrounded by development and therefore isolated from potentially occupied
habitat?

Based on the results of the field investigation, the project site occurs adjacent to surrounding
development including roadways and residential structures. Further, the site has been subject to
routine disturbance including grading, weed abatement and ongoing equipment storage.

Based on habitat requirements for Mohave ground squirrel, known distributions, site conditions, and
regional trapping studies, it was determined this species is presumed absent from the project site.
No further focused surveys are recommended.

Impact Conclusion

No special-status wildlife species were observed on-site during the field investigation. Based on
habitat requirements for specific species and the availability and quality of on-site habitats, it was
determined that the proposed project site would not support special status species. It was further
determined that the project site does not provide suitable habitat for any of the other special-status
wildlife species known to occur in the vicinity of the site. Thus, the proposed project would have a
less than significant potential to have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).

b. Less Than Significant Impact — Under the federal Endangered Species Act, “Critical Habitat” is
designated at the time of listing of a species or within one year of listing. Critical Habitat refers to
specific areas within the geographical range of a species at the time it is listed that include the
physical or biological features that are essential to the survival and eventual recovery of that species.
Maintenance of these physical and biological features requires special management considerations
or protection, regardless of whether individuals or the species are present or not. All federal agencies
are required to consult with the USFWS regarding activities they authorize, fund, or permit which may
affect a federally listed species or its designated Critical Habitat. The purpose of the consultation is
to ensure that projects will not jeopardize the continued existence of the listed species or adversely
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modify or destroy its designated Critical Habitat. The designation of Critical Habitat does not affect
private landowners, unless a project they are proposing is on federal lands, uses federal funds, or
requires federal authorization or permits (e.g., funding from the Federal Highways Administration or
a Clean Water Act Permit from the United States Army Corps of Engineers [Corps]). If there is a
federal nexus, then the federal agency that is responsible for providing the funding or permit would
consult with the USFWS.

The project site is not located with federally designated Critical Habitat. The nearest designated
Critical Habitat is located approximately 5.33 miles to the northeast of the stie for southwestern willow
flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus). Therefore, the loss or adverse modification of Critical Habitat
will not occur as a result of the proposed project and consultation with the USFWS will not be required
for impacts to Critical Habitat.. Thus, impacts are less than significant.

c. No Impact — The project site does not support any discernible drainage courses, inundated areas,
wetland features, or hydric soils that would be considered jurisdictional by the Corps, Regional Board,
or CDFW. A query of the National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) database found no potential blueline
streams, riverine, or other aquatic resources within or adjacent to the project site, which was
confirmed by the onsite survey. Therefore, project activities will not result in impacts to Corps,
Regional Board, or CDFW jurisdictional areas and regulatory approvals will not be required and thus,
the proposed project would have no potential to have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally
protected wetlands (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means.

d. Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated — Habitat linkages provide connections between
larger habitat areas that are separated by development. Wildlife corridors are similar to linkages but
provide specific opportunities for animals to disperse or migrate between areas. A corridor can be
defined as a linear landscape feature of sufficient width to allow animal movement between two
comparatively undisturbed habitat fragments. Adequate cover is essential for a corridor to function
as a wildlife movement area. It is possible for a habitat corridor to be adequate for one species yet
still inadequate for others. Wildlife corridors are features that allow for the dispersal, seasonal
migration, breeding, and foraging of a variety of wildlife species. Additionally, open space can provide
a buffer against both anthropogenic disturbance and natural fluctuations in resources.

According to the San Bernardino County General Plan, the project site has not been identified as
occurring within a Wildlife Corridor or Linkage. As designated by the San Bernardino County General
Plan Open Space Element, the nearest major open space area documented in the vicinity of the
project site is the Oro Grande Wash located approximately 5.51 miles northeast of the site. The site
is separated from the Oro Grande Wash by existing development, roadways, and undeveloped land,
and there are no riparian corridors or creeks connecting the project site to the wash.

The undeveloped land in the immediate vicinity of the project site provides local wildlife movement
opportunities for wildlife species moving through the immediate area; however, the project site does
not function as a major wildlife movement corridor or linkage. As such, implementation of the
proposed project is not expected to have a significant impact to wildlife movement opportunities or
prevent local wildlife movement through the area since there is ample habitat adjacent to the project
site to support wildlife movement opportunities.

However, nesting birds are protected pursuant to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and California
Fish and Game Code (Sections 3503, 3503.5, 3511, and 3513 prohibit the take, possession, or
destruction of birds, their nests or eggs). If construction occurs between February 15t and August 315,
a pre-construction clearance survey for nesting birds shall be conducted within three (3) days (72-
hours) of the start of any vegetation removal or ground disturbing activities to ensure that no nesting
birds will be disturbed during construction. A pre-construction nesting bird clearance survey shall be
conducted prior to ground disturbance through the following mitigation measure to minimize impacts
to nesting birds:
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BIO-1 All construction activities shall comply with the federal Migratory Bird Treaty
Act of 1918 (MBTA) and California Fish and Game Code Sections 3503, 3511
and 3513. The MBTA governs the taking and killing of migratory birds, their
eggs, parts, and nests and prohibits the take of any migratory bird, their eggs,
parts, and nests. Compliance with the MBTA shall be accomplished by
completing the following:

Construction activities involving vegetation removal shall be conducted
between September 1 and January 31. If construction occurs inside the peak
nesting season (between February 1 and August 31), a pre-construction
survey by a qualified Biologist shall be conducted within 72 hours prior to
construction activities to identify any active nesting locations. If the Biologist
does not find any active nests, the construction work shall be allowed to
proceed. The biologist conducting the clearance survey shall document a
negative survey with a report indicating that no impacts to active avian nests
shall occur.

If the Biologist finds an active nest within the pre-construction survey area and
determines that the nest may be impacted, the Biologist shall delineate an
appropriate buffer zone around the nest. The size of the buffer shall be
determined by the Biologist and shall be based on the nesting species, its
sensitivity to disturbance, expected types of disturbance, and location in
relation to the construction activities. These buffers are typically 300 feet from
the nests of non-listed species and 500 feet from the nests of raptors and listed
species. Any active nests observed during the survey shall be mapped on an
aerial photograph. Only construction activities (if any) that have been
approved by a Biological Monitor shall take place within the buffer zone until
the nest is vacated. The Biologist shall serve as a Construction Monitor when
construction activities take place near active nest areas to ensure that no
inadvertent impacts on these nests occur. Results of the pre-construction
survey and any subsequent monitoring shall be provided to the Property
Owner/Developer and the City of Adelanto. The monitoring report shall
summarize the results of the nest monitoring, describe construction
restrictions currently in place, and confirm that construction activities can
proceed within the buffer area without jeopardizing the survival of the young
birds.

Thus, with implementation of MM BIO-1, any effects on migratory birds, wildlife movement or the use
of wildlife nursery sites can be reduced to a less than significant impact.

e. Less Than Significant Impact — Certain desert plant species (i.e., smoke trees, cacti, Mojave yuccas
[Yucca schidigera)) are regulated pursuant to Section 88.01.060 of the San Bernardino County
Development Code and Section 80073 of the California Desert Native Plant Act. Therefore, impacts
to these species should be avoided in all instances. In the event that avoidance is not feasible, the
project applicant will be required to obtain a Tree or Plant Removal Permit from the County of San
Bernardino, prior to removal of any regulated tree or plant. However, it is anticipated that, due to the
flexibility of site design, the proposed project will avoid impacting desert plant species that require
permit for removal from the County of San Bernardino. Furthermore, no desert plant species
protected by the San Bernardino County Development Code and Section 80073 of the California
Desert Native Plant Act were identified as part of the biological resource survey of the project site.
Thus, through compliance with the County of San Bernardino Development Code and Desert Plant
removal permitting therein, the proposed project would have a less than significant potential to conflict
with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree preservation
policy or ordinance.
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f. No Impact — The BRA provided as Appendix 2 concluded that the project site is not located in an
area within a Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved
local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan, and implementation of the proposed project would
therefore not result in a significant impact to any such plans. No mitigation is required.
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Less Than
Potentially Significant with Less Than No Impact or
Significant Impact Mitigation Significant Impact Does Not Apply

Incorporated

V. CULTURAL RESOURCES: Would the project:

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the

significance of a historical resource pursuant to X
§15064.5?

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the

significance of an archaeological resource pursuant to X
§15064.5?

c) Disturb any human remains, including those interred X

outside of formal cemeteries?

SUBSTANTIATION: City General Plan, Conservation Element.

Background

The High Desert portion of San Bernardino County has been occupied by Native Americans for thousands
of years and by European settlers and their descendants for several hundred years. The purpose of this
analysis is to determine whether the proposed project would cause substantial adverse changes to any
“historical resources” or “tribal cultural resources,” as defined by CEQA, that may exist in or around the
project area. The purpose of this study is to provide the City with the necessary information and analysis to
determine whether the project would cause a substantial adverse change to any “historical resources,” as
defined by CEQA, that may exist in or around the project area. It should be noted that local Native American
tribal representatives have indicated that it is possible to find tribal artifacts, resources, or even burials
anywhere in the High Desert and that the region in general should be considered sensitive for cultural
resources.

Impact Analysis

a&b. Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated — CEQA establishes that "a project that may cause
a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource is a project that may have a
significant effect on the environment" (PRC §21084.1). "Substantial adverse change," according to
PRC §5020.1(q), "means demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration such that the significance
of a historical resource would be impaired.”

The site is presently vacant, and the project proposes minimal improvements and only one (non-
occupied) building onsite for equipment and parts storage planned near the southwest corner of the
site (i.e., just north of the access gate), with the remainder of the site serving as crane storage. The
project site does not appear to have been disturbed or graded in at least the recent past, and has
been vacant for at least 60 years in similar or the same condition to that which exists at present.
Given that the site is vacant, it is not anticipated that there are any historical resources of significance
that would be encountered or impacted as part of construction of the proposed project. In addition,
project construction will not involve grading or excavation. Only the ground surface would be
impacted by implementation of the proposed project.

Regardless, the Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel Nation (YSMN) have requested in their response to the
City’s AB-52 consultation letter, that the following mitigation measures shall be implemented to
minimize impacts to cultural resources:

CUL-1 In the event that cultural resources are discovered during project activities, all
work in the immediate vicinity of the find (within a 60-foot buffer) shall cease
and a qualified archaeologist meeting Secretary of Interior standards shall be
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hired to assess the find. Work on the other portions of the project outside of
the buffered area may continue during this assessment period. Additionally,
the Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel Nation Cultural Resources Department (YSMN)
shall be contacted, as detailed within TCR-1, regarding any pre-contact finds
and be provided information after the archaeologist makes his/her initial
assessment of the nature of the find, so as to provide Tribal input with regards
to significance and treatment.

CUL-2 If significant pre-contact cultural resources, as defined by CEQA (as amended,
2015), are discovered and avoidance cannot be ensured, the archaeologist
shall develop a Monitoring and Treatment Plan, the drafts of which shall be
provided to YSMN for review and comment, as detailed within TCR-1. The
archaeologist shall monitor the remainder of the project and implement the
Plan accordingly.

With the above mitigation incorporation, as well as the mitigation identified under Tribal Cultural
Resources below, the potential for impacts to cultural resources will be reduced to a less than
significant level. No additional mitigation is required.

C. Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated — As noted in the discussion above, no available
information suggests that human remains may occur within the project site boundaries and the
potential for such an occurrence is considered very low (i.e., but not non-existent). If any human
remains are discovered during project grading, they will need to be treated in accordance with the
provisions of HSC §7050.5 and PRC §5097.98, which is mandatory. State law (Section 7050.5 of the
Health and Safety Code) as well as local laws requires that the Police Department, County Sheriff
and Coroner’s Office receive notification if human remains are encountered. Compliance with these
laws is considered regulatory compliance and not unique mitigation under CEQA. However, the in
their response to the City’s AB-52 consultation letter, the YSMN requested that the following
mitigation measure shall be implemented in relation to discovery and treatment of human remains:

CUL-3 If human remains or funerary objects are encountered during any activities
associated with the project, work in the immediate vicinity (within a 100-foot
buffer of the find) shall cease and the County Coroner shall be contacted
pursuant to State Health and Safety Code §7050.5 and that code enforced for
the duration of the project.

With the incorporation of the above mitigation measures, potential for impact to discovery and
treatment of human remains will be reduced to a less than significant level. No additional mitigation
is required.
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Less Than
Potentially Significant with Less Than No Impact or
Significant Impact Mitigation Significant Impact Does Not Apply

Incorporated

VI. ENERGY: Would the project:

a) Result in a potentially significant environmental
impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary X
consumption of energy resources, during project
construction or operations?

b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for X
renewable energy or energy efficiency?

SUBSTANTIATION: City General Plan, Conservation Element

a.

Less Than Significant Impact — Energy consumption encompasses many different activities. For
example, construction can include the following activities: delivery of equipment and material to a site
from some location (note it also requires energy to manufacture the equipment and material, such as
harvesting, cutting and delivering wood from its source); employee trips to work, possibly offsite for
lunch (or a visit by a catering truck), travel home, and occasionally leaving a site for an appointment
or checking another job; use of equipment onsite (electric or fuel); and sometimes demolition and
disposal of construction waste. However, the proposed project will utilize a minimum number of
construction workers due to the limited level of improvements planned to support the project, and
furthermore, would require only minimal construction, as no grading is proposed, minimal paving and
gravel placement are proposed, and only two (non-occupied) buildings onsite. Thus, based on the
minimal scope of construction, the project would not result in a significant impact during construction
due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy resources, and would also
conform to the CARB regulations regarding energy efficiency.

The project will not generate additional population or permanent onsite employees because the
purpose of the project is to develop an equipment storage yard for cranes and other industrial
equipment. The only workers during operation of the project would be those involved in moving crane
components and equipment onto or off of the site. Cranes would be moved on an off the site on an
as needed basis. Storage of components would come into and out of the yard approximately once a
quarter. The cranes coming into the property and leaving would happen roughly once every 6 months
or so, as the components for these tower crane projects generally stay on site for multiple years as
these projects are on high rise commercial projects typically. It is important to also note that the tower
cranes and stored components are electrically powered, which is considered an efficient use of
energy. Therefore, overall, operation of the site would not require consumption of significant
quantities of diesel or gasoline fuel for vehicles, beyond the trips to and from the sites at which the
equipment is delivered.

Furthermore, SCE is the primary provider for electricity at the site, and will continue to provide service
though no expanded services are anticipated. According to SCE’s website?, SCE is committed to
delivering power reliably and to meet demand; SCE is expanding and upgrading the transmission
and distribution networks to meet the region’s growing demand for electricity, and improve grid
performance, while meeting California’s ambitious renewable-power goals. As such, it is anticipated
that SCE will continue to have ample power supply to serve the proposed project without the need
for additional electrical capacity.

Thus, under the scenarios outlined above, neither construction nor operation of the proposed project
would result in wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary energy consumption. Therefore, impacts will be
less than significant, and no mitigation is required. Please refer to the discussion of construction and

2 SCE, 2024. Reliable, Affordable Power for you. https://www.sce.com/about-us/reliability/meeting-demand (accessed
05/28/24)
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operational impacts under Air Quality, issue Ill(b) which determined construction and operational
emissions will be well below SCAQMD thresholds.

b. Less Than Significant Impact — Based on the analysis in the preceding discussion, the proposed
project will not conflict with current State energy efficiency or electricity supply requirements or any
local plans or programs for renewable energy or energy efficiency requirements. The City of Adelanto
has adopted State energy efficiency standards as part of its Municipal Code. Any impacts will be less
than significant and no mitigation is required.
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Potentially
Significant Impact

Less Than
Significant with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant Impact

No Impact or
Does Not Apply

VIl. GEOLOGY AND SOILS: Would the project:

a) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or
death involving:

(i)  Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as
delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State
Geologist for the area or based on other
substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to
Division of Mines and Geology Special
Publication 42.

(i)  Strong seismic ground shaking?

(i) Seismic-related ground failure, including
liquefaction?

(iv) Landslides?

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of
topsoil?

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable,
or that would become unstable as a result of the
project, and potentially result in onsite or offsite land-
slide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or
collapse?

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table
18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994), creating
substantial direct or indirect risks to life or property?

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the
use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal
systems where sewers are not available for the
disposal of wastewater?

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique
paleontological resource or site or unique geologic
feature?

SUBSTANTIATION: California Department of Conservation, Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zones map;
City General Plan, Safety Element, Geologic Hazard Overlay Map; United States Department of Agriculture

(USDA), Web Soil Survey Map,

https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx; San

Bernardino County Land Use Plan General Plan, Geologic Hazard Overlay Map; and, Adelanto North 2035

Sustainable Plan.

a. i. Ground Rupture

No Impact — According to the regulatory map obtained from the California Department of
Conservation showing Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zones (Figure VII-1) and other seismic
hazards, the proposed project site is not located in an area that has been mapped as containing
geologic hazards, and therefore is not located in an Alquist Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone. The nearest
fault zones are about 18 miles to the north (the Helendale Fault Zone) and approximately 17 miles to
the south at the San Bernardino Mountains (the San Andreas Fault Zone). As such, the project site
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and general area do not contain any known faults, active or inactive. Therefore, no potential exists
for the proposed project to experience any fault rupture along a delineated active fault. There will be
no impact and no mitigation is required.

ii. Strong Seismic Ground Shaking

Less Than Significant Impact — As stated in the discussion above, several faults run through the
region, and as with much of southern California, the only proposed structure that will be installed
onsite will be subject to strong seismic ground shaking impacts should any major earthquakes occur
in the future. According to the California Department of Conservation showing Alquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zones (Figure VII-1), the proposed project is not located in close proximity to any
delineated active faults. However, due to the proximity of the active San Andreas Fault, about 17
miles to the south, and the active Helendale Fault about 18 miles to the northeast, the project site
and area can be exposed to substantial ground shaking during major earthquakes on either of these
regional faults. As a result, and like all other development projects in the City and throughout the
Southern California Region, the proposed project will be required to comply with all applicable seismic
design standards contained in the 2022 California Building Code (CBC), including Section 1613
Earthquake Loads. Compliance with the CBC will ensure that structural integrity will be maintained
in the event of an earthquake. However, it should be noted the project site will not have any habitable
structures or significant ground disturbance added to it as a result of the project. Therefore, impacts
associated with strong ground shaking will be less than significant without mitigation.

iii. Seismic-Related Ground Failure Including Liguefaction

No Impact — According to the Adelanto North 2035 Comprehensive Sustainable Plan, liquefaction
conditions are more likely to exist along the Mojave River, and in other sandy areas with high water
tables. The project is removed from the Mojave River, and furthermore, is located in an area where
the groundwater table is not near the ground surface. Thus, the project site is not anticipated to be
susceptible to liquefaction. Although it contains sandy soils, groundwater levels in the project area
are considered to be at depths of 100 feet or greater, essentially eliminating the potential for
liquefaction. Therefore, it is not anticipated that the proposed project would be susceptible to seismic-
related ground failure, including liquefaction. No impacts are anticipated and no mitigation is required.

iv. Landslides

No Impact — According to the San Bernardino County Land Use Plan General Plan, Geologic Hazard
Overlay map, the project site is not located in an area with any known earthquake induced landslide
hazards. Based on a site reconnaissance and aerial mapping the project site is essentially flat and
there are no steep slopes in the surrounding area. As landslides typically occur in areas where the
land is sloped, and as the project site itself is flat, the project is not anticipated to expose people or
structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving
landslides. No impacts under this issue are anticipated and no mitigation is required.

b. Less Than Significant Impact— The project site is vacant with minimal non-native vegetation coverage
and the site has been vacant and undisturbed for over 60 years. The project includes minimal onsite
improvements and no road or utility extensions to serve the project. No grading is necessary to
implement the proposed project. The topography is generally flat with a + 3-foot elevation change
within the entirety of the site. It is anticipated there will be no soil excavation so there would be no
excess cut or fill that may require removal from or transport to the site. Thus, construction will result
in only minor losses of topsoil or erosion. Furthermore, the City of Adelanto Municipal Code 17.93.050
requires standard erosion control practices (Best Management Practices [BMPs]) to be implemented
for all construction, which would ensure that the project would not result in substantial soil erosion or
the loss of topsoil. During operation, the areas in which movement would occur would be paved or
would be covered with gravel to prevent substantial erosion from occurring. Therefore, any impacts
under this issue are considered less than significant.
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C.

No Impact — Refer to the discussion under VlI(a) above. Potential slope instability and liquefaction
related to the project were determined to be negligible. The potential for shrinkage or subsidence at
the site is also limited given the sandy nature of underlying soils. The risk for subsidence at the site
is considered low because the soils within the project site do not contain substantial nutrients or
organic matter, and are not of a clay type, and as such are not particularly susceptible to subsidence.
Additionally, the groundwater at the site is very deep, thereby minimizing the potential for
groundwater pumping related subsidence. The Project will not include any engineered fill or create
any slopes. The Adelanto North 2035 Comprehensive Sustainable Plan does not identify any
landslide or liquefaction potential within the project area. Given that there will be no grading or
disturbance of onsite soils, and that the project site is not located in an area identified as containing
any geological hazards, soil instability is considered minimal. Therefore, the potential for the project
to be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable or for the project to cause the soils to become
unstable is considered less than significant. No mitigation is required.

No Impact — According to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Web Soil Survey map
prepared for the project site, the entirety of the proposed project site is located on Bryman Loamy
Fine Sand, 0 to 2 Percent Slopes. Expansive soils are generally of a clay type soil, not a sandy soil
such as the Bryman Loamy Fine Sand series soils that underlay the project site. Normally compliance
with the most current 2022 California Building Code (CBC) is sufficient to ensure that any proposed
structures will conform to the underlying soils and thereby be constructed safely as habitable
structures. However, in this case the project proposes two new unoccupied buildings along the
western edge of the property. Based on the absence of clay-type soils on site, the proposed project
would have a less than significant potential to be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-
1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994), creating substantial risks to life or property. There will be
no impact and no mitigation is required.

No Impact — This project requires no connection to the regional wastewater collection system, and
furthermore, will not utilize any subsurface septic tank-leach system. Therefore, determining if the
project site soils are capable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative
wastewater disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of wastewater does not
apply. No impacts are anticipated and no mitigation is required.

No Impact— The potential for discovering paleontological resources during development of the project
is considered low given the overall regional soil and geologic conditions in this portion of the high
desert (i.e., relatively young and very deep alluvial and aeolian sand deposits). No unique fossil-
bearing geologic features are known or suspected to occur on or beneath the site. Because fossils
are typically found beneath the ground surface, they can only be discovered as a result of ground
disturbance activities. However, this project will not involve grading or substantial ground disturbance,
and furthermore does not require any excavation that could unearth such resources. Therefore,
impacts to paleontological resources are not anticipated to occur as a result of project development.
No mitigation is required.
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Less Than
Potentially Significant with Less Than No Impact or
Significant Impact Mitigation Significant Impact Does Not Apply

Incorporated

VIIl. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS: Would the
project:

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly
or indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the X
environment?

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation
adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of X
greenhouse gases?

SUBSTANTIATION: The following information utilized in this section of the Initial Study was obtained from
the Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District (MDAQMD) website, https://www.mdagmd.ca.gov/,
accessed in May 2024; and the California Air Resources Board (CARB) website, www.arb.ca.gov/adam/,
accessed in May 2024. Additionally, a technical study that models project air quality and GHG emissions,
titted “0 Daisy Road Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Assessment” has been prepared by Urban
Crossroads, dated June 13, 2024, and provided as Appendix 1 to this Initial Study.

Climate Change Setting

Global climate change (GCC) is the change in average meteorological conditions on the earth with respect
to temperature, precipitation, and storms. The majority of scientists believe that the climate shift taking
place since the Industrial Revolution is occurring at a quicker rate and magnitude than in the past. Scientific
evidence suggests that GCC is the result of increased concentrations of GHGs in the earth’s atmosphere,
including carbon dioxide (COz), methane (CHa4), nitrous oxide (N20), and fluorinated gases. The majority of
scientists believe that this increased rate of climate change is the result of GHGs resulting from human
activity and industrialization over the past 200 years.

An individual project like the proposed project evaluated in this memo cannot generate enough GHG
emissions to affect a discernible change in global climate. However, the proposed project may participate
in the potential for GCC by its incremental contribution of GHGs combined with the cumulative increase of
all other sources of GHGs, which when taken together constitute potential influences on GCC. Because
these changes may have serious environmental consequences, this memo will evaluate the potential for
the proposed project to have a significant effect upon the environment as a result of its potential contribution
to the greenhouse effect.

GCC refers to the change in average meteorological conditions on the earth with respect to temperature,
wind patterns, precipitation and storms. Global temperatures are regulated by naturally occurring
atmospheric gases such as water vapor, COz2, N20O, CH4, hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), perfluorocarbons
(PFCs), and sulfur hexafluoride (SFe). These particular gases are important due to their residence time
(duration they stay) in the atmosphere, which ranges from 10 years to more than 100 years. These gases
allow solar radiation into the earth’s atmosphere, but prevent radioactive heat from escaping, thus warming
the earth’s atmosphere. GCC can occur naturally as it has in the past with the previous ice ages.

Gases that trap heat in the atmosphere are often referred to as GHGs. GHGs are released into the
atmosphere by both natural and anthropogenic activity. Without the natural GHG effect, the earth’s average
temperature would be approximately 61 degrees Fahrenheit (°F) cooler than it is currently. The cumulative
accumulation of these gases in the earth’s atmosphere is considered to be the cause for the observed
increase in the earth’s temperature.

For the purposes of this analysis, emissions of CO2, CHs, and N20 were evaluated because these gases
are the primary contributors to GCC from development projects. Although there are other substances such
as fluorinated gases that also contribute to GCC, these fluorinated gases were not evaluated as their

Tom DODSON & ASSOCIATES Page 37


https://www.mdaqmd.ca.gov/
http://www.arb.ca.gov/adam/

City of Adelanto
Daisy Road Industrial Storage Project INITIAL STUDY

sources are not well-defined and do not contain accepted emissions factors or methodology to accurately
calculate these gases.

Standards of Significance

The evaluation of an impact under CEQA requires measuring data from a project against both existing
conditions and a “threshold of significance.” For establishing significance thresholds, the Office of Planning
and Research’s amendments to the CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.7(c) state “[w]hen adopting thresholds
of significance, a lead agency may consider thresholds of significance previously adopted or recommended
by other public agencies, or recommended by experts, provided the decision of the lead agency to adopt
such thresholds is supported by substantial evidence.”

CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.4(a) further states, “. . . A lead agency shall have discretion to determine,
in the context of a particular project, whether to: (1) Use a model or methodology to quantify greenhouse
gas emissions resulting from a project, and which model or methodology to use . . .; or (2) Rely on a
qualitative analysis or performance-based standards.”

CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.4 provides that a lead agency should consider the following factors,

among others, in assessing the significance of impacts from greenhouse gas emissions:

e Consideration #1: The extent to which the project may increase or reduce greenhouse gas emissions
as compared to the existing environmental setting.

e Consideration #2: Whether the project emissions exceed a threshold of significance that the lead
agency determines applies to the project.

e Consideration #3: The extent to which the project complies with regulations or requirements adopted
to implement a statewide, regional, or local plan for the reduction or mitigation of greenhouse gas
emissions. Such regulations or requirements must be adopted by the relevant public agency through
a public review process and must reduce or mitigate the project’s incremental contribution of
greenhouse gas emissions. In determining the significance of impacts, the lead agency may consider
a project’s consistency with the State’s long-term climate goals or strategies, provided that substantial
evidence supports the agency’s analysis of how those goals or strategies address the project’s
incremental contribution to climate change and its conclusion that the project’s incremental contribution
is not cumulatively considerable.

Establishment of Significance Thresholds

The Adelanto has not adopted its own numeric threshold of significance for determining impacts with
respect to greenhouse (GHG) emissions, thus the MDAQMD threshold of 90,718.5 MTCO:ze per year will
be utilized. If project-related GHG emissions do not exceed the 90,718.5 MTCO:ze per year threshold, then
project-related GHG emissions would clearly have a less-than-significant impact pursuant to Threshold
GHG-1. On the other hand, if project-related GHG emissions exceed 90,718.5 MTCO:e per year, the project
would be considered a substantial source of GHG emissions.

Impact Analysis

a. Less Than Significant Impact — The estimated GHG emissions for the project land use are
summarized on Table VIII-1. The estimated GHG emission includes emissions from Carbon Dioxide
(CO2), Methane (CHa4), Nitrous Oxide (N20), and Refrigerants (R). As shown on Table VIII-1, the
project would generate a total of approximately 52.01 MTCO-ze/yr. Detailed operation model outputs
for the proposed project are presented in Attachment A of Appendix 1.
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Table VIiI-1
TOTAL PROJECT GHG EMISSIONS
Emission (Ibs./day)
Source
CO: CHa N20 R Total COze
Annugl construction-related emissions 170 6.87E-05 1 69E-05 8.98E-05 171
amortized over 30 years
Mobile 20.62 0.00 0.00 0.02 21.61
Area 0.08 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.08
Energy 22.88 0.00 0.00 0.00 23.00
Water 2.85 0.04 0.00 0.00 411
Waste 0.43 0.04 0.00 0.00 1.51
Total COze (All Sources) 52.01

The Adelanto has not adopted its own numeric threshold of significance for determining impacts with
respect to GHG emissions. The MDAQMD states that in general, for GHG emissions, the significance
emission threshold of 100,000 Tons CO2e (90,718.5 MTCO-ze) per year is sufficient to determine if
additional analysis is required.

As shown in Table VIII-1, the project would result in approximately 52.01 MTCOze/yr; the proposed
project would not exceed the screening threshold of 90,718.5 MTCO-zel/yr. Thus, project-related
emissions would not have a significant direct or indirect impact on GHG, and climate change and no
mitigation or further analysis is required.

Less Than Significant Impact — Pursuant to 15604.4 of the CEQA Guidelines, a lead agency may rely
on qualitative analysis or performance-based standards to determine the significance of impacts from
GHG emissions.

The 2022 Scoping Plan for Achieving Carbon Neutrality (2022 Scoping Plan) lays out a path to
achieve targets for carbon neutrality and reduce anthropogenic greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by
85 percent below 1990 levels no later than 2045, as directed by Assembly Bill 1279. The actions and
outcomes in the plan will achieve significant reductions in fossil fuel combustion by deploying clean
technologies and fuels, further reductions in short-lived climate pollutants, support for sustainable
development, increased action on natural and working lands to reduce emissions and sequester
carbon, and the capture and storage of carbon.

Finally, the project is consistent with the general plan land use designation, density, building intensity,
and applicable policies specified for the project area in SCAG's Sustainable Community
Strategy/Regional Transportation Plan, which pursuant to SB 375 calls for the integration of
transportation, land-use and housing policies to plan for achievement of the GHG-emissions target
for the region. Thus, a less than significant impact related to GHG emissions from project construction
and operation would occur and no mitigation is required.

Conclusion

Results of the assessment indicate that the project is not anticipated to result in a significant impact
during construction or operational activities associated with air quality and greenhouse gases.
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Less Than
Potentially Significant with Less Than No Impact or
Significant Impact Mitigation Significant Impact Does Not Apply

Incorporated

IX. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS:
Would the project:

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through the routine transport, use, or X
disposal of hazardous materials?

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset X
and accident conditions involving the release of
hazardous materials into the environment?

¢) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste X
within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed
school?

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, X
would it create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment?

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan
or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within two
miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the X
project result in a safety hazard or excessive noise for
people residing or working in the project area?

f) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with
an adopted emergency response plan or emergency X
evacuation plan?

g) Expose people or structures, either directly or
indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury or death X
involving wildland fires?

SUBSTANTIATION: California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), EnviroStor website
accessed May 2024, https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/; California State Water Boards, Geotracker
website accessed May 2024, hitps://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/; San Bernardino County Airport Land
Use Commission (ALUC) website accessed May 2024, https://lus.sbcounty.gov/planning-home/airport-
land-use/; Federal  Aviation  Administration  (FAA)  website  accessed May 2024,
https://www.faa.gov/airports/central/engineering/part77; and California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection (CAL FIRE), State Responsibility Area Fire Hazard Severity Zones website accessed May 2024,
https://lwww fire.ca.gov/Search-Results?search=State%20Responsibility%20Area%20maps&type=all.

a&b. No Impact — A project may create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the
routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials (hazmat); or may create a significant hazard
to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions
involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment. Typically, during construction of a
development project, there is a potential for accidental release of petroleum products in sufficient
quantity to pose a significant hazard to people and the environment. This can occur from above-
ground accidents involving hazmat spills, or unanticipated underground hazmat may be found during
grading. However, this project proposes such limited construction (i.e., no grading, a small amount
of new paving, gravel placement, one prefabricated metal building that would be about 4,800 SF in
size, and a storage trailer that would be about 340 SF in size [refer to the site plan provided as Figure
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3]). so the potential for accidental release of hazardous materials is negligible. Due to the size of
ground disturbance anticipated as part of development of the proposed project (i.e., less than one
acre), the proposed project would not be subject to a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWPPP). Thus, in order to reduce accidental release of hazardous materials to a less than significant
level, the following condition will be required by the County to be implemented as a best management
practice (BMP) during construction of the project.

Condition HAZ-1 All accidental spills or discharge of hazardous material during
construction activities shall be reported to the Certified Unified
Program Agency and shall be remediated in compliance with
applicable state and local regulations regarding cleanup and
disposal of the contaminant released. The contaminated waste will
be collected and disposed of at an appropriately a licensed disposal
or treatment facility. This measure shall be incorporated into
construction contract as a BMP to be implemented during
construction the proposed project. Prior to accepting the site as
remediated, the area contaminated shall be tested to verify that any
residual concentrations meet the standard for future residential or
public use of the site.

In addition, operation of the project will be the storage of crane components and related equipment
that does not involve the storage or use of hazardous materials such as vehicular fuels or fluids.
Finally, the EnviroStor website maintained by the California Department of Toxic Substances Control
(DTSC) and the GeoTracker website maintained by the California State Water Resources Control
Board both indicate there are no hazardous materials contamination sites on or within one mile of the
project site. Compliance with all Federal, State, and local regulations governing the storage and use
of hazardous materials is required and will ensure that the project operates in a manner that poses
no substantial hazards to the public or the environment. No impacts are anticipated and no mitigation
is required.

C. No Impact — The project site is located greater than one-quarter mile from any public school. In fact,
the nearest school—Victoria Magathan Elementary School at 11411 Holly Road in Adelanto—is
located one mile southeast of the project site. Based on this information, and that operation of the
proposed site use would not involve the use of a substantial amount of hazardous materials,
implementation of the project will not emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school.
No adverse impacts are anticipated. No additional mitigation is required.

d. No Impact — The project site has been vacant for many years and currently supports non-native
vegetation coverage. The project will not be located on a site that is included on a list of hazardous
materials sites that are currently under remediation (Cortese List). According to the EnviroStor and
GeoTracker websites, consistent with Government Code Section 65962.5, which includes
information regarding Leaking Underground Storage Tanks (LUST) and Department of Toxic
Substance Control (DTSC) cleanup sites, there are no open or closed LUST, DTSC, or other clean-
up sites within 2,500 feet of the project site (Figures IX-1 and IX-2). Therefore, there is no potential
for the project to be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled
pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 thereby creating a significant hazard to the public or
the environment. Project construction and operation of the site will have a less than significant
potential to create a significant hazard to the population or to the environment from their
implementation. No mitigation is required.

e. No Impact — According to the San Bernardino Countywide Plan Airport Safety & Planning Areas map
(Figure IX-3), the proposed project is not located within 2 miles of an airport or located within the
Airport Influence Area (AIA) of any Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan (ALUCP). The closest airport
is the Southern California Logistics Airport (SCLA) which is 3 miles northeast of the site. The site is
also located outside of the Airport Safety Review Area (AR3) of the SCLA, shown on Figure IX-3.
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Additionally, the project proposes no tall buildings that could interfere with operations of any airport
in the region as defined by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), as the maximum height on site
would be a high-mast light pole at 40 feet in height, with the cranes only reaching a height of 12.5
feet and the storage structure reaching 20’ feet in height. Therefore, there are no impacts relative to
this issue and no mitigation is required.

f. No Impact — The proposed project site is located over 1,000 east of Daisy Road which is not a major
roadway within the City. As shown on the Evacuation Route Map prepared for the San Bernardino
Countywide Plan (Figure IX-4), the adopted evacuation route is Highway 395 to the east of the project
site. Development of the project at this location would not interfere with access to emergency
evacuation routes, as the proposed project will be constructed entirely within the boundaries of the
project site. Ingress and egress from the site is provided along Daisy Road. The project will provide
a small amount of new paving at the gated entrance to the site which would incrementally improve
emergency access to the site itself if needed. No aspect of project construction or operation would
affect regional emergency access. There are no critical emergency facilities within or surrounding
project site. Therefore, development of the project would not physically interfere with any adopted
emergency response plans, or evacuation plans. No impacts are anticipated and no mitigation is
required.

g. No Impact — According to the CAL FIRE, there are no fire hazard zones within the City of Adelanto
that are of state responsibility. According to the San Bernardino Countywide Plan Fire Hazard
Severity Zones Map (Figure 1X-5), the proposed project is located in an area with Moderate wildfire
risk. The proposed project is located in in a relatively flat rural area with scattered light industrial uses
north, west, and further east of the project site. The remaining land is vacant which contains native
desert and non-native weedy vegetation within and surrounding the site. As shown on Figure I1X-5,
the area immediately to the east of the project site is considered non/wildland/non-urban, with no fire
risk. This is an area with very little fuel load in the surrounding area that could be susceptible to
wildfires. Therefore, because the proposed project is located outside of the area identified as a high
fire hazard zone by CAL FIRE, the proposed project has no significant potential to expose people or
structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires and no mitigation is
required.
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Less Than
Potentially Significant with Less Than No Impact or
Significant Impact Mitigation Significant Impact Does Not Apply

Incorporated

X. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY: Would the
project:

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste
discharge requirements or otherwise substantially X
degrade surface or groundwater quality?

b) Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or
interfere substantially with groundwater recharge such X
the project may impede sustainable groundwater
management of the basin?

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of
the site or area, including through the alteration of the
course of a stream or river or through the addition of
impervious surfaces, in a manner which would:

0] result in substantial erosion or siltation onsite or X
offsite?

(i) substantially increase the rate or amount of
surface runoff in a manner which would result in X
flooding onsite or offsite?

(i)  create or contribute runoff water which would
exceed the capacity of existing or planned

stormwater drainage systems or provide X

substantial additional sources of polluted

runoff?; or,
(iv)  impede or redirect flood flows? X
d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk X

release of pollutants due to project inundation?

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water
quality control plan or sustainable groundwater X
management plan?

SUBSTANTIATION: Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) website, accessed May
2024, https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/lahontan/; City of Adelanto Water Department (AWD) website,
accessed May 2024, https://ci.adelanto.ca.us/services/water ___sewer/index.php; AWD 2020 Urban Water
Management Plan (UWMP), prepared by AWD 8-25-2021; State Water Resources Control Board
(SWRCB), Division of Drinking Water website, accessed May 2024,
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/programs/; California Department of Public Health
website, accessed May 2024, https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Pages/results.aspx?k=#k=drinking%20water
%?20standards; City General Plan, Safety Element, Flooding Map; San Bernardino Countywide Plan Policy
Maps, Figure HZ-4, Flood Hazards; State of California Department of Water Resources, 2018 Sustainable
Groundwater Management Basin Prioritization: Process and Results, https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-
Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Basin-Prioritization/Files/2018-Sustainable-
Groundwater-Management-Act-Basin-Prioritization.pdf.

a. Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated — The proposed project is located within a
developed area within the Mojave River watershed which is within the Adelanto Planning Area of the
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB). The City of Adelanto Water Department
(AWD) is responsible for the water supply to the City. The City’s water supply comes solely from
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groundwater production from 15 potable wells in three pressure zones, transmission and distribution
pipelines, booster stations and reservoirs. AWD is required to meet potable water quality
requirements of the Division of Drinking Water, State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), as
well as the California Department of Public Health.

Typically, the three main sources of potential violation of water quality standards or waste discharge
requirements are from generation of municipal wastewater, stormwater runoff, and potential
discharges of pollutants, such as accidental spills. Municipal wastewater is delivered to AWD and is
processed at the City’s activated sludge wastewater treatment facility (WTF) through an operations
and maintenance contract with PERC Water Corporation, which meets the waste discharge
requirements imposed by the RWQCB.

The proposed project may result in very minor soil erosion during construction activities because the
proposed project would be developed within some undisturbed areas but would not require
substantial ground disturbance to facilitate the installation of the project. Due to the small size of the
ground disturbance associated with the proposed project (less than one acre), a SWPPP, which
would typically address means by which to control potential sources of water pollution that could
violate any standards or discharge requirements during construction, is not required. The Applicant
shall instead implement Best Management Practices (BMPs) during construction, which will be
enforced through implementation of MM HYD-1.

HYD-1 The Applicant shall require that the construction contractor to implement
specific Best Management Practices (BMPs) that will prevent all construction
pollutants from contacting stormwater and with the intent of keeping all
products of erosion from moving offsite into receiving waters. These practices
shall include a Plan that identifies the methods of containing, cleanup,
transport and proper disposal of hazardous chemicals or materials released
during construction activities that are compatible with applicable laws and
regulations. BMPs to be implemented by the District include the following:

e The use of silt fences or coir rolls;

The use of temporary stormwater desilting or retention basins;

The use of water bars to reduce the velocity of stormwater runoff;

The use of wheel washers on construction equipment leaving the site;

The washing of silt from public roads at the access point to the site to

prevent the tracking of silt and other pollutants from the site onto public

roads;

* The storage of excavated material shall be kept to the minimum necessary
to efficiently perform the construction activities required. Excavated or
stockpiled material shall not be stored in water courses or other areas
subject to the flow of surface water; and

» Where feasible, stockpiled material shall be covered with waterproof
material during rain events to control erosion of soil from the stockpiles.

Implementation of MM HYD-1 in addition to City identified BMPs, would ensure that project-related
after development surface runoff meets discharge requirements over the short- and long-term. The
BMPs will establish requirements for capturing, retaining, and treating onsite stormwater once the
project has been developed.

Once constructed, the proposed project will not include substantial aboveground permanent
structures. The project proposes no grading and only a minimal amount of development (i.e., a small
amount of new paving at the gated entrance, a small parking lot, one prefabricated metal building
that would be about 4,800 SF in size, a storage trailer that would be about 340 SF in size [refer to
the site plan provided as Figure 3] and one high-mast lighting tower). The site contains no identified
drainage channels or conveyances and all site runoff sheet flows toward the northwest. Therefore,
development of the site will not change surface drainage patterns and only incrementally increase
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the amount of runoff from the site by adding a small amount of paving in the southwest portion of the
site.

Additionally, the City will impose standard conditions of approval that would require compliance with
its water quality regulations and standards (e.g., parking lot runoff, paved access runoff, etc.). Onsite
drainage will be managed during operation pursuant to City requirements. Therefore, with only
minimal changes anticipated as a result of operational impacts, implementation of these mandatory
plans and their BMPs, compliance with regulatory requirements identified by the Municipal Code, as
well as MM HYD-1 and Condition HAZ-1 above, will prevent a violation of any water quality
standards or waste discharge.

Less Than Significant Impact — Implementation of the proposed project will not substantially decrease
groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater recharge such the project may
impede sustainable groundwater management of the basin. The project will be supplied water by the
AWD, which utilizes groundwater to supply its customers. The City of Adelanto does not currently
have standard water demand factors for various land uses. However, this project proposes no new
buildings that would be occupied and no activities that require workers for other than temporary
periods of time. Therefore, the project will not generate a need for potable water service either during
construction or operation.

According to the AWD 2020 Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP) indicates that, as of 2020, the
City was less than 20% built out. The proposed project would technically contribute an additional 2.43
acres to the total developed industrial uses in the City, however, the project proposes little permanent
improvements and represents a very low intensity use of the site that would not require a potable
water connection. Furthermore, the 2020 UWMP indicates that AWD’s planned water supply exceeds
demand from through 2045. Therefore, no significant adverse impacts to groundwater resources are
forecast to occur from implementing the proposed project, nor will the project contribute to cumulative
groundwater depletion and no mitigation is required.

c(i-iii).Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated — No substantial impact to drainage patterns or

c(iv).

structures will result from implementing this project. The project proposes no grading and only a
minimal amount of development (i.e., a small amount of new paving at the gated entrance, a small
parking lot, one prefabricated metal building that would be about 4,800 SF in size, a storage trailer
that would be about 340 SF in size [refer to the site plan provided as Figure 3] and one high-mast
lighting tower). Once the proposed improvements are made to the project site, the site itself will
generate essentially the same amount of stormwater as they do at present because no significant
change in drainage patterns is anticipated. The drainage pattern of stormwater within the site is not
anticipated to be significantly altered due to the type of development that is proposed. However, as
discussed above, under issue X(a), above, the proposed project will be required to implement BMPs
throughout the duration of construction through the implementation of MM HYD-1, which would
ensure proper management of stormwater drainage. In addition, the project will be required to adhere
to regulatory requirements identified by the City’s Municipal Code to ensure that stormwater runoff is
controlled. Thus, no substantial change to the existing drainage pattern will result from project
implementation. Adequate drainage facilities exist to accommodate pre- and post-project drainage
flows, and when combined with the drainage management proposed as part of this project, the project
would result in a less than significant impact. Based on the data outlined above, this project will not
substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area; will not substantially alter the
course of a stream or river in such a manner that will result in substantial erosion or siltation either
on or off the project footprint; or contribute runoff water that could exceed the capacity of the existing
drainage facilities. No additional sources of polluted runoff will result and impacts are considered
less than significant. No additional mitigation is required.

Less Than Significant Impact — According to the San Bernardino Countywide Plan Flood Hazard Map
(Figure X-1), the proposed project is located in a 500-year flood hazard area. The project is located
less than a quarter mile from an historical intermittent stream that is within a State Department of
Water Resources 100-year Flood Awareness Zone. Development of this site is not anticipated to
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redirect or impede flood flow at the project site, particularly given the small amount of construction
planned for the project, as the project proposes no grading and only a minimal amount of
development (i.e., a small amount of new paving at the gated entrance, a small parking lot, one
prefabricated metal building that would be about 4,800 SF in size, and a storage trailer that would be
about 340 SF in size [refer to the site plan provided as Figure 3] and one high-mast lighting tower).
Onsite improvements will be required to meet San Bernardino County drainage control requirements
if necessary through standard City conditions of approval. Therefore, the proposed project would
have a less than significant potential to substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or
area, including through the alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a manner that would impede
or redirect flows. No mitigation is required.

d.Less Than Significant Impact — Please refer to response 1X(c) above. The proposed project is not
located within a flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zone. Implementation of the project will not expose
people or structures to a significant risk of inundation by seiche, tsunami, or other flood hazards.
According to the San Bernardino Countywide Plan Dam & Basin Hazards Map (Figure X-2), the
project is not located within the limit of an inundation area delineated as such as a result of a nearby
dam. The project site is located more than 75 miles from the Pacific Ocean and is positioned beyond
the San Gabriel Mountains that separate the ocean from the project site, and thereby eliminates the
potential for a tsunami to impact the project area. Additionally, a seiche would not occur within the
vicinity of the project because there are no lakes or enclosed bodies of water near the site that could
be result in a seiche event. It is anticipated that through compliance with the City’s Municipal Code
and minimal modifications to the existing drainage patterns within the site, inundation hazards within
the project area would be reduced to a level of less than significant. Therefore, the proposed project
would have a less than significant potential to risk release of pollutants due to project inundation.

e. Less Than Significant Impact — Please refer to the discussion under issue X(b) above. In 2014,
Governor Brown signed into law the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, also known as
SGMA. The Act took effect in 2015. It “requires for the first time in state history that groundwater
resources be sustainably managed by local agencies through the formation of Groundwater
Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) in each basin that are deemed high-priority or medium-priority by the
Department of Water Resources. In such basins, GSAs are required to develop and implement
Groundwater Sustainability Plans.”® Under SGMA, these basins should reach sustainability within 20
years of implementing their sustainability plans. For critically over-drafted basins, that will be 2040.
For the remaining high and medium priority basins, 2042 is the deadline.” The San Bernardino
Countywide Plan, Figure X-3, Groundwater Basin Map, indicates that the Mojave River Basin is
under very low priority (Figure X-3). As the Mojave River Basin is under very low priority, it is currently
not required to prepare a sustainable groundwater management plan and the project will not interfere
with the overall water quality of the Mojave Basin Area (MBA) as discussed above. The MBA
Watermaster replaces overdrafts through fees collected from water users that is used to purchase
additional water supplied through the State Water Project. Finally, the proposed Daisy Road Industrial
Storage Project is not expected to make any demands for potable water and will not have any
occupied structures onsite. As such, it is anticipated the proposed project would not have a significant
potential to conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan or sustainable
groundwater management plan.

3 Western Municipal Water District, 2024. Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
https://www.wmwd.com/461/Sustainable-Groundwater-Management-Act (accessed 05/17/24)

4 California Department of Water Resources, 2024. Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA)
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/SGMA-Groundwater-Management (accessed 05/17/24)
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Less Than
Potentially Significant with Less Than No Impact or
Significant Impact Mitigation Significant Impact Does Not Apply

Incorporated

XI. LAND USE AND PLANNING: Would the project:

a) Physically divide an established community? X

b) Cause a significant environmental impact due to a

conflict with any land use plan, policy, or regulation X

adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect?

SUBSTANTIATION: City General Plan, Land Use Element, City Zoning Ordinance, City Land Use/Zoning

Map

a.

No Impact — The project site consists of one parcel of land which is zoned for and designated as
Manufacturing/Industrial (MI). The surrounding uses are similarly designated with developed light
industrial uses and storage yards to the east, north, and further to the east, and with vacant land to
the south. The project site is currently undeveloped and has been vacant for over 60 years. The site
contains scattered native vegetation characteristic of the High Desert area. The addition of the
proposed crane components and equipment storage yard at this location would be consistent with
both the uses surrounding the project and the surrounding land use designations and zoning
classifications. Consequently, the development of the project site with the proposed use will not divide
any established community in any manner. Therefore, no adverse impacts under this issue are
anticipated and no mitigation is necessary.

No Impact — The project site is zoned for Manufacturing/Industrial (Ml) and designated as
Manufacturing/Industrial (MI) use4 within the City of Adelanto. With approval of the Location and
Development Plan (LDP) application on this property, the proposed project will be fully consistent
with both the General Plan designation and Zone classification for the project site. Therefore, the
implementation of this Project at this site will be consistent with surrounding land uses, and current
land use/zoning designation of the site. Based on this information, implementation of the proposed
project would not conflict with any applicable any land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect. No impacts are anticipated under this
issue and no mitigation is required.
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Less Than
Potentially Significant with Less Than No Impact or
Significant Impact Mitigation Significant Impact Does Not Apply

Incorporated

XIl. MINERAL RESOURCES: Would the project:

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral
resource that would be of value to the region and the X
residents of the state?

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally important
mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local X
general plan, specific plan or other land use plan?

SUBSTANTIATION: California Department of Conservation, California Geological Survey website
accessed May 2024, https://www.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/.

a&b. No Impact — The proposed site for the crane component and equipment storage facility is located
within land designated for Manufacturing/Industrial (MI) use which is a designation that does not
include mining operations as a permitted use. According to the City General Plan, the only
designation in which mineral resource mining is permitted are in Open Space uses. Given that the
project is designated MI and is not designated for mineral resource-related land uses, the
development of the project will not cause any loss of mineral resource values to the region or
residents of the state, nor would it result in the loss of any locally important mineral resources
identified in the City’s General Plan. No impacts would occur under this issue. No mitigation is
required.
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Less Than
Potentially Significant with Less Than No Impact or
Significant Impact Mitigation Significant Impact Does Not Apply

Incorporated

XIll. NOISE: Would the project result in:

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent
increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of a
project in excess of standards established in the local X
general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable
standards of other agencies?

b) Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or X
groundborne noise levels?

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private
airstrip or an airport land use plan or, where such a
plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public X
airport or public use airport, would the project expose
people residing or working in the project area to
excessive noise levels?

SUBSTANTIATION: State California Office of Planning and Research, General Plan Guidelines, Appendix
D: Noise Element Guidelines, Land Use Compatibility for Community Noise Exposure, October 5, 2023;
Federal Transit Authority (FTA), Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual, February 27, 2020,
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/docs/FTA_Noise_and_Vibration_Manual.pdf;  Adelanto
Municipal Code, Section 17.90.020, Noise Ordinance, May 28, 2008; and U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, Noise Control Act, 9-6-2023.

Background

Noise is generally described as unwanted sound. The unit of sound pressure ratio to the faintest sound
detectable to a person with normal hearing is called a decibel (dB). Sound or noise can vary in intensity by
over one million times within the range of human hearing. A logarithmic loudness scale, similar to the
Richter scale for earthquake magnitude, is therefore used to keep sound intensity numbers at a convenient
and manageable level. The human ear is not equally sensitive to all sound frequencies within the entire
spectrum. Noise levels at maximum human sensitivity from around 500 to 2,000 cycles per second are
factored more heavily into sound descriptions in a process called “A-weighting,” written as “dBA.” In
addition, Leq is a time-averaged sound level; a single-number value that expresses the time-varying sound
level for the specified period as though it were a constant sound level with the same total sound energy as
the time-varying level. Its unit is the decibel (dB). The most common averaging period for Leq is hourly.

Because community receptors are more sensitive to unwanted noise intrusion during more sensitive
evening and nighttime hours, state law requires that an artificial dBA increment be added to quiet time noise
levels. The State of California has established guidelines for acceptable community noise levels that are
based on the Community Noise Equivalent Level (CNEL) rating scale (a 24-hour integrated noise
measurement scale). The guidelines rank noise land use compatibility in terms of "normally acceptable,"
"conditionally acceptable," and "clearly unacceptable" noise levels for various land use types. The State
Guidelines, Land Use Compatibility for Community Noise Exposure, single-family homes are "normally
acceptable" in exterior noise environments up to 60 dB CNEL and "conditionally acceptable” up to 70 dB
CNEL based on this scale. Multi-family residential uses are "normally acceptable" up to 65 dB CNEL and
"conditionally acceptable” up to 70 CNEL. Schools, libraries and churches are "normally acceptable" up to
70 dB CNEL, as are office buildings and business, commercial and professional uses with some structural
noise attenuation.

Background noise levels in the project area are shown on Figure Xlll-1. Future background noise levels in
the project area are shown on Figure XIlll-2. Both Figures are extracted from the San Bernardino
Countywide Plan.
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Impact Analysis

a. Less Than Significant Impact — The proposed project is located in an area designated for
Manufacturing/Industrial (MI) uses including a variety of light industrial, assembly, storage, and light
manufacturing uses. There are no residences in the surrounding area. Background noise is
anticipated to be within the City of Adelanto Municipal Code noise standard for Industrial uses. The
proposed project site is currently vacant and as such currently does not generate any noise.

Short Term Noise

Short-term noise impacts may occur during construction of the proposed project; however, such
activities will be limited to a small amount of paving installed at the gated entrance at the southwest
corner of the site. In addition, one prefabricated metal building that would be about 4,800 SF in size,
and a storage trailer that would be about 340 SF in size [refer to the site plan provided as Figure 3]
will be constructed in this same area, along with one high-mast lighting tower in the center of the site.
There will be no grading and the noisiest type of equipment typically used for this level of construction
ranges from 82 to 85 dB at 50 feet from the source. Stationary source noise diminishes at a rate of
about 6 dB for each doubling of the distance from the source so temporary construction noise levels
at the nearest receptor would be under 60 dBA. Refer to Table XIllI-4, which shows construction
equipment noise levels at 25, 50 and 100 feet from the noise source.

Table XIlI-4
NOISE LEVELS OF CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT AT 25, 50 AND 100 FEET (in dBA Leq)
FROM THE SOURCE

Equipment Noise Levels at 25 feet Noise Levels at 50 feet ‘ Noise Levels at 100 feet
Earthmoving
Front Loader 85 79 73
Backhoes 86 80 74
Dozers 86 80 74
Tractors 86 80 74
Scrapers 91 85 79
Trucks 91 85 79
Material Handling
Concrete Mixer 91 85 79
Concrete Pump 88 82 76
Crane 89 83 77
Derrick 94 88 82
Stationary Sources
Pumps 82 79 70
Generator 84 78 72
Compressors 87 81 75
Other
Saws 84 78 72
Vibrators 82 76 70

Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency “Noise”
Section 17.90.020 of the Adelanto Municipal Code limits the hours of construction as follows:

To reduce potential noise and air quality nuisances, the following items shall be listed as "General
Notes" on the construction drawings:
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(1) Construction activity and equipment maintenance is limited to the hours between 7:00 a.m.
to dusk on weekdays. Construction may not occur on weekends or State holidays, without prior
consent of the Building Official. Non-noise generating activities (e.q. interior painting) are not
subject to these restrictions. City and State construction projects, such as road re-building or
resurfacing, and any construction activity that is in response to an emergency, shall be exempt
from this requirement.

The Adelanto Municipal Code also limits stationary construction equipment from exceeding 65 dBA
at the nearest residence and enforces that all construction-related truck trips must be limited to the
Adelanto designated truck routes. The proposed project would be constructed in compliance with the
City’s Noise Performance Standards and therefore construction of the project would be less than
significant. In addition, many of the Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District (MDAQMD)
regulations and requirements to control construction equipment air pollutant emissions also help
reduce potential noise impacts as well (e.g., limits on idling, having equipment in turn with functioning
mufflers, etc.). Because there are no sensitive noise receptors within the vicinity of the project (at
greater than 1,000 feet from the project site), potential construction-related noise impacts will be less
than significant with regulatory compliance.

Long-Term Noise

Noise typically generated by light industrial activities would generally attenuate to less than significant
levels at 1,000 feet or greater from an industrial project site. In this case, there are no residences or
sensitive receptors within 1,000 feet of the site and the project proposes relatively low intensity and
infrequent use of the site for storing crane-related components and equipment. Noise would be
generated when equipment was being brought onto or moved off of the site, and during that time
vehicles and 3-5 workers would be present for 1-2 days at a time. This type of activity could occur
once every 2-3 months but the timing is dependent on the needs of specific high-rise construction
projects the timing of which is not known at present. The primary source of noise generated by project
operation will be vehicular traffic entering, exiting and accessing the site for equipment delivery or
removal.

The City of Adelanto does not identify exterior noise standards for industrial land uses and the Land
Use Compatibility Guidelines Table VIII-2 (also provided as Figure XllI-1) indicates that, unless a
sensitive use in proximity to a site would be impacted, industrial uses do not have a CNEL limit within
which to operate. The project is not anticipated to operate at a level greater than 75 CNEL at any
residences because there are none within 1,000 feet or more of the site. It should be noted that noise
attenuates at a rate of approximately 6 decibels per doubling of distance, and much like construction
noise, equipment required to operate the project will generate some noise, anticipated to range from
approximately 70 dBA to 75 dBA at 50 feet from the source. Given the distance from the nearest
residence to the project site is greater than 1,000 feet, the ambient noise environment in the area
surrounding the project site will be well within the levels deemed acceptable by the City under the
proposed project. No sensitive receptors are nearby so the proposed project will not expose of
persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of established standards. Based on the existing
noise environment within this manufacturing/industrial area and the low level of activity anticipated
by the project, neither operation or construction of the proposed project would violate noise standards
outlined in the City of Adelanto Development Code. Impacts under this issue are considered less
than significant and no mitigation is required.

b. Less Than Significant Impact — Vibration is the periodic oscillation of a medium or object. The
rumbling sound caused by vibration of room surfaces is called structure borne noises. Sources of
groundborne vibrations include natural phenomena (e.g. earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, sea waves,
landslides) or human-made causes (e.g. explosions, machinery, traffic, trains, construction
equipment). Vibration sources may be continuous or transient. Vibration is often described in units
of velocity (inches per second) and discussed in decibel (dB) units in order to compress the range of
numbers required to describe vibration. Vibration impacts related to human development are
generally associated with activities such as train operations, construction, and heavy truck
movements.
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The Federal Transit Authority (FTA) Noise and Vibration Assessment Manual states that in contrast
to airborne noise, ground-borne vibration is not a common environmental problem. Although the
motion of the ground may be noticeable to people outside structures, without the effects associated
with the shaking of a structure, the motion does not provoke the same adverse human reaction to
people outside. Within structures, the effects of ground-borne vibration include noticeable movement
of the building floors, rattling of windows, shaking of items on shelves or hanging on walls, and
rumbling sounds. The FTA Manual further states that it is unusual for vibration from sources such as
buses and trucks to be perceptible, even in locations close to major roads. However, some common
sources of vibration are trains, trucks on rough roads, and construction activities, such as blasting,
pile driving, and heavy earth-moving equipment. The FTA guidelines identify a level of 80 VdB for
sensitive land uses. This threshold provides a basis for determining the relative significance of
potential Project related vibration impacts.

Due to the large size of the project site, the minimal construction necessary to facilitate
implementation of the proposed project, and the lack of any sensitive receptors within a reasonable
distance of the project site, the proposed project will not expose people to generation of excessive
groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels. During construction, certain construction activities
have some potential to create vibration, but due to the size of the site and lack of sensitive receptors,
any impacts are considered less than significant. Furthermore, the City of Adelanto Municipal Code
Section 17.90.030 places restrictions on vibration such that no ground vibration shall be allowed which
can be felt without the aid of instruments at or beyond the subject property line. The proposed project
would comply with this restriction because no sensitive receptors exist within the vicinity of the project
that would be impacted by project related vibration, and furthermore, neither construction nor
operation would require use of substantial vibration generating equipment. Additionally, because the
rubber tires and suspension systems of heavy trucks and other on-road vehicles provide vibration
isolation and reduced noise, it is unusual for on-road vehicles to cause noticeable groundborne noise
or vibration impact. Most problems with on-road vehicle-related noise and vibration can be directly
related to a pothole, bump, expansion joint, or other discontinuity in the road surface. Smoothing a
bump or filling a pothole will usually solve the problem. The proposed project would be constructed
with smooth new pavement throughout the project and would not result in significant groundborne
noise or vibration impacts from vehicular traffic. Thus, any impacts under this issue are considered
less than significant and no mitigation is required.

C. No Impact — As previously stated, the proposed project site is located 3 miles southwest of the SCLA
boundaries. The project site is not located within the SCLA Land Use Plan and is located outside of
the airport noise contours (refer to Figure IX-3). No private airstrips are located in the vicinity of the
project. Therefore, given that the project is not located within the airport noise contours, construction
and operation of the project at this location would not expose people residing or working in the project
area to excessive noise levels in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the project area as
a result of proximity to a public airport or private airstrip. No impacts are anticipated and no mitigation
is required.
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Potentially Significant with Less Than No Impact or
Significant Impact Mitigation Significant Impact Does Not Apply

Incorporated

XIV. POPULATION AND HOUSING: Would the
project:

a) Induce substantial population growth in an area,
either directly (for example, by proposing new homes X
and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through
extension of roads or other infrastructure)?

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people or
housing, necessitating the construction of replacement X
housing elsewhere?

SUBSTANTIATION: Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), Connect SoCal website
accessed May 2024, https://scag.ca.gov/connect-socal.

a. No Impact — Implementation of the reservoir project will not induce substantial population growth in
the area, either directly (e.g., by supporting the construction of new homes and businesses) or
indirectly (e.g., through extension of roads or expansion of water-related or other infrastructure). The
proposed project will only employ workers temporarily during construction and operation of the
project; it is not expected to result in any new permanent workers in the City of Adelanto or
surrounding communities. During operation, workers would only be needed temporarily to move
crane-related equipment onto or off of the site, which would occur infrequently for short periods of
time given the typical use of this equipment (i.e., for high-rise construction over long periods of time).
These activities are not expected to result in any changes to the population or workforce of the City
either now or into the future as projected the Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities
Strategy of the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) (a.k.a. Connect SoCal).®
Thus, based on the type of project, and that the proposed project would not contribute to increment
indirect population growth, project implementation will not induce substantial population growth that
exceeds either local or regional projections. There will be no impacts in this regard and no mitigation
required.

b. No Impact — No occupied structures exist within the project site and as such, no residences or
persons are located on the project site. Therefore, implementation of the proposed project will not
displace substantial numbers of existing housing or persons, necessitating the construction of
replacement housing elsewhere. No impacts will occur and no mitigation is required.

5 SCAG, 2024. Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy of the Southern California
Association of Governments. https://scag.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/23-2987-tr-demographics-growth-
forecast-final-040424.pdf?1712261839 (accessed 05/17/24)
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Less Than
Potentially Significant with Less Than No Impact or
Significant Impact Mitigation Significant Impact Does Not Apply

Incorporated

XV. PUBLIC SERVICES: Would the project result in
substantial adverse physical impacts associated with
the provision of new or physically altered governmental
facilities, need for new or physically altered govern-
mental facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times or other
performance objectives for any of the public services:

a) Fire protection?

b) Police protection?

¢) Schools?

d) Parks?

e) Other public facilities?

X | X | X | X | X

SUBSTANTIATION: San Bernardino County Fire Department (SBCFD) website, accessed May 2024,
https://main.sbcounty.gov/category/county-fire/; San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department (SBCSD)
website, accessed May 2024, https://wp.sbcounty.gov/sheriff/; Adelanto Elementary School District
website, accessed May 2024, https://www.aesd.net/; Victor Valley Union High School District website,
accessed May 2024, https://www.vvuhsd.org/; and City General Plan.

a.

Less Than Significant Impact — The City is served by the San Bernardino County Fire Department
(SBCFD) which provides fire protection and emergency medical services. The Adelanto Station #322
is located at 10370 Rancho Road in Adelanto approximately one (driving) mile northwest of the
project site. It would take under two minutes for SBCFD to reach the site from Station #322 assuming
an average speed of 35 miles per hour. The proposed project will incrementally add to the existing
demand for fire protection services. Cumulative impacts on fire protection services are mitigated through
the payment of a Fire Impact Fee, which is intended to provide funds directed towards fire protection.
Additionally, standard conditions will be imposed by the City and the Fire Department to ensure
adequate fire flow is available to the proposed crane component and equipment storage facility. The
project will be required to adhere to the California Fire Code, which ensures that new structures are
designed to minimize fire risks related to human safety (including that of emergency responders),
loss of property, and other impacts to the environment. There is no identified short-term need to expand
facilities in a manner that could have adverse impacts on the environment. As such, these requirements
are considered adequate measures to prevent any significant impacts under this issue, thus no
mitigation is required.

Less Than Significant Impact — The City of Adelanto receives police services through the San
Bernardino County Sheriff Department (SBCSD). The SBCSD enforces local, state, and federal laws;
performs investigations and makes arrests; administers emergency medical treatment; and responds
to County emergencies. The Victor Valley Patrol Station is located at 11613 Bartlett Avenue in
Adelanto, approximately 3 miles northeast of the project site. The Victor Valley Station has one
captain, one lieutenant, eight sergeants, seven detectives, 58 patrol deputies, three sheriff’s service
specialist, seven office specialists, two office assistants, one secretary and one automotive officer.
The proposed project will result in a marginal increase in demand for police services. Access to the
site for police protection services will be provided at the entrance to the project site off of Daisy Road
via a Knox Box that allows emergency access. The proposed project will incrementally add to the
existing demand for police protection services although the site will be monitored via cameras on the
high-mast lighting tower. These incremental impacts are compensated through the contribution to the
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City’s General Fund through property tax revenues generated by the project. This contribution is deemed
sufficient to minimize impacts to police protection to a less than significant level.

C. Less Than Significant Impact — The proposed project is a crane component and equipment storage
facility that will not generate any new direct demand for the area schools. The Adelanto Elementary
School District and the Victor Valley Union High School District require residential and commercial
developments to pay School District Fees. Industrial development such as the proposed project is
not required to pay these fees. Given that the proposed project is not expected to generate any new
short- or long-term employment, the proposed project will not generate a substantial increase in
elementary, middle, or high school population, and therefore, the potential for the proposed project
to create a measurable demand for school services is less than significant.

d. Less Than Significant Impact — The proposed project will not directly add to the existing demand on
local recreational facilities. The City of Adelanto collects a park and recreation impact fee from residential
projects. At present, the City does not require industrial development such as the proposed project to
contribute fees to parks and recreation facilities. The proposed project is not anticipated to generate
any new direct demand for other parks within the City, and therefore, with no existing or planned park
facilities located within the project site, and no required payment of fees, the proposed project would
have a less than significant impact on parks and recreation facilities.

e. Less Than Significant Impact — Other public facilities include library and general municipal services.
Because the project will not directly induce substantial population growth, it is not forecast that the
use of such facilities will substantially increase as a result of the proposed project. The project will
contribute to the City’s General Fund through property tax revenues which may be used in support of
Library services and which are considered sufficient to offset any impacts to other public facilities as
a result of implementing the project. Thus, any impacts under this issue are considered less than
significant, and no mitigation is required.
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XVI. RECREATION:

a) Would the project increase the use of existing

neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational X

facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of
the facility would occur or be accelerated?

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or

require the construction or expansion of recreational X

facilities which might have an adverse physical effect
on the environment?

SUBSTANTIATION: City General Plan, Open Space and Conservation Element, Land Use Element.

a.

No Impact — As addressed in the discussion under Xl and XVI(d) above, the proposed project does
not include a use that would substantially induce population growth. As stated in the discussion under
Population and Housing, the project would not create any new permanent short-term or long-term
employees. However, the proposed project will still contribute to the City’s General Fund through
payment of property taxes. Additionally, the proposed project will be developed on land that is
designated by the City’s General Plan for Manufacturing/Industrial (MI) use, which does not support
recreational facilities, and furthermore, the project site is not listed in any planning documents as
desirable land for future park development. Therefore, the proposed project would have a less than
significant potential to physically deteriorate park or recreational facilities through increased use. No
mitigation is required.

No Impact — The proposed project consists of developing a crane component and equipment storage
facility within the City of Adelanto. The project will need or include any recreational facilities, nor will
it require the construction of new recreational facilities or expansion of new recreational facilities
because the proposed project is not anticipated to substantially induce any population growth. The
site is currently vacant with no existing recreational facilities on or near the project site, and the project
site is in an area of the City that is designated for light industrial and manufacturing uses. As a result,
no recreational facilities—existing or new—are required to serve the project, thus any impacts under
this issue are considered less than significant. No mitigation is required.
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XVII. TRANSPORTATION: Would the project:

a) Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy
addressing the circulation system, including transit, X
roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities?

b) Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines X
section 15064.3, subdivision (b)?

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric
design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous inter- X
sections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)?

d) Result in inadequate emergency access? X

SUBSTANTIATION: City General Plan, Circulation Element, Circulation Map (1-2023); City Circulation
Element, Proposed Mobility Plan, 10-4-2022; Victor Valley Transit Authority (VVTA), Comprehensive
Transit Plan, 2023; VVTA Bus Routes Guide (online); and Google Earth.

a.

Less Than Significant Impact — Implementation of the proposed project will not conflict with an
applicable plan, ordinance, or policy establishing measures of effectiveness for the performance of
the circulation system. The proposed project is located 1,150 feet east of Daisy Road and south of
Rancho Road in the southern portion of the City of Adelanto. The site is west of Highway 395 and
south of Rancho Road. According to the City General Plan Circulation Element, Rancho Road is
intended to be a Major Street (4 lanes, 128 ROW), Cassia Road to the south of the site is planned
to be a Collector (4 lanes, 112" ROW), while Daisy Road to the west of the site is planned as a Local
Street (2 lanes, no set ROW). Due to the nature and low intensity of the project, very little traffic is
expected to be generated by the project during either construction or operation. Construction may
require 5-15 workers for a week which could generate 10-30 trips per day while construction was in
progress. Once completed, operation of the site will only require workers on a very infrequent basis,
possibly up to 20 workers at a time but only for 1-2 days, so a maximum of 40 daily trips for up to 2
days approximately four times per year every 2-3 months). The remainder of the year crane
equipment would be stored onsite with no workers present on a regular basis. The site would be
monitored remotely with cameras mounted on the high-mast lighting tower. Security would be
provided by a private monitoring and patrol service or, if needed, through a response from the County
Sheriff's Department. These traffic levels do not exceed any total or peak hour traffic thresholds for
preparing a more detailed Level of Service (LOS) Analysis because the project would not generate
more than 110 peak hour trips. Based on the planned capacities of the adjacent roadways, and that
the project will contribute a minimal amount of traffic to the surrounding roadways, the proposed
project has a less than significant potential to conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy
addressing the roadway circulation system.

The Victor Valley Transit Authority (VVTA) Comprehensive Transit Plan outlines service
improvements and addresses general changes that can benefit the entire VVTA network. The closest
VVTA bus routes to the project site are Route 33 along Rancho Road 0.4-mile north of the site and
Mojave Road about 1.6 miles south of the site. In addition, Route 31 also runs along Mojave Drive
about 1.6 miles south of the site.

There are no sidewalks along Daisy Road just west of the site, nor are there sidewalks supporting
any of the other local roadways in the surrounding area. Rancho Road 0.4-mile to the north has no
improved sidewalks and no bicycle lanes.
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At present the project area has a lack of available alternative modes of transportation, but the project
is not expected to generate any permanent employees or workers that would need alternative modes
of transportation. Therefore, the project will have a less than significant potential to conflict with a
program, plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation system, including transit, roadway,
bicycle and pedestrian facilities. No mitigation is required.

b. Less Than Significant Impact — In the fall of 2013, SB 743 was passed by the legislature and signed
into law by the governor. SB 743 requires that delay-based metrics such as roadway capacity and
level of service (LOS) will no longer be the performance measures used for the determination of the
transportation impacts of projects in studies conducted under CEQA. Instead, the new performance
measure was Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT).

The proposed project would develop a crane component and equipment storage facility within the
City of Adelanto. The City of Adelanto’s Traffic Impact Analysis Guidelines for Vehicle Miles Traveled
(VMT) and Level of Service Assessment (July 2020) outlines the policies and methods for complying
with the new CEQA expectations for VMT analysis and the applicable Adelanto General Plan
consistency requirements, which requires performing intersection LOS analysis. The City of Adelanto
utilizes the San Bernardino County Travel Demand Model (SBTAM) as its preferred methodology to
measure average trip lengths and the California Emission Estimator Model (CalEEMod) as its
preferred method to calculate greenhouse gas emissions so as to establish the 3,000 MTCO2e as a
threshold for determining new VMT development threshold with a less than significant impact to the
environment. As indicated herein in Section VIII, the greenhouse gas emissions generated by the
proposed project will be below this threshold. For these reasons, the proposed project is not
anticipated to result in significant impact related to vehicle miles travelled, and thus would not conflict
or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b). Impacts under this issue
are considered less than significant and no mitigation is required.

c. Less Than Significant Impact — The proposed project operations will occur entirely within the project
site boundaries. Construction activities will include limited onsite paving, as well as gravel placement,
mainly near the entrance at the southwest corner of the site and paving a small parking lot and
installing one prefabricated metal building that would be about 4,800 SF in size, and a storage trailer
that would be about 340 SF in size [refer to the site plan provided as Figure 3] just north of the
entrance along the western boundary of the site. No improvements to Daisy Road are needed due to
the low level of traffic expected during both construction and operation. Trucks delivering equipment
can enter the site without major conflicts with the flow of traffic on the roadways used to access the
site. Additionally, the proposed project would be required to comply with all applicable fire code and
ordinance requirements for construction and access to the site. Emergency response and evacuation
procedures would be coordinated with the City, as well as the local police and fire departments. All
of the intersections that would serve project traffic have standard two- or four-legged configurations
with no skew angled legs. Operation of the proposed project would generate very little regular traffic
and would be compatible with uses in the surrounding uses, and the design of the project would not
create any hazards to surrounding roadways. As any emergency response and evacuation
procedures would be coordinated with the City and County, the proposed project would have a less
than significant potential to substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature or
incompatible uses. No mitigation is required.

d. Less Than Significant Impact — The proposed project will take access off of Daisy Road 1,150 feet
west of the site along an existing dirt road. Due to the low volume of project traffic anticipated,
adequate emergency access along Daisy Road will be maintained. Due to the low level of anticipated
traffic and the lack of adverse impact on local circulation, the project has little potential for significant
impacts on emergency access either during construction or operation. Impacts will be less than
significant and no mitigation is required.
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Less Than
Significant with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Impact

No Impact or
Does Not Apply

IS:

XVIIl. TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES: Would
the project cause a substantial change in the
significance of tribal cultural resources, defined in
Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a
site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is
geographically defined in terms of the size and scope
of the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural
value to the California Native American tribe, and that

a) Listed or eligible for listing in the California
Register of Historical Resources, or in a local register X
of historical resources as defined in Public Resources
Code section 5020.1(k), or

b) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its
discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to
be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in sub-
division (c) of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1. X
In applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of
Public Resources Code Section 5024.1, the lead
agency shall consider the significance of the resource
to a California Native American tribe.

SUBSTANTIATION: City AB 52 Native American Consultation Process results

A Tribal Resource is defined in the Public Resources Code section 21074 and includes the following:

Sites, features, places, cultural landscapes, sacred places, and objects with cultural value to a
California Native American Tribe that are either of the following: included or determined to be
eligible for inclusion in the California Register of Historical Resources or included in a local
register of historical resources as defined in subdivision (k) of Section 5020.1;

A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by substantial
evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Section 5024.1. In
applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Section 5024.1 for the purpose of this
paragraph, the lead agency shall consider the significance of the resources to a California
American tribe;

A cultural landscape that meets the criteria of subdivision (a) is a tribal cultural resource to the
extent that the landscape is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the
landscape;

A historical resource described in Section 21084.1, a unique archaeological resource as defined
in subdivision (g) of Section 21083.2, or a “non-unique archaeological resource” as defined in
subdivision (h) of Section 21083.2 may also be a tribal resource if it conforms with the criteria of
subdivision (a).

a&b. Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated — The project site is located within the City of
Adelanto, which has been contacted pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1 by the
following California Native American tribes traditionally and cultural affiliated with the City of Adelanto:

e Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians
e San Manuel Band of Mission Indians
¢ Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians.

The City contacted these tribes to initiate the AB-52 process on XX, 2024 to notify the tribes of the
proposed project through mailed letters. As stated under the Cultural Resources section above, the
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project site consists of crane-related component and equipment storage with the remainder of the
property containing scattered native and non-native vegetation. There is no grading proposed so the
City did not require preparation of a Phase | Cultural Resource Assessment. Due to the lack of
grading, there is little or no potential to unearth tribal cultural resources of importance during
construction.

As of January 2025, only the Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel Nation have responded to the initial AB 52
consultation letter that began the 30-day consultation period in December of 2024. As of publication
of this document, no other tribes have responded as part of AB 52 consultation. The Yuhaaviatam
of San Manuel Nation (YSMN) have requested mitigation measures to be included as part of this
project to minimize potential impacts to tribal cultural resources. Given the amount of existing
disturbance within the proposed project footprint, the Tribe (YSMN) has simply requested the
following language be included regarding inadvertent discoveries, in addition to the incorporation of
MMs CUL-2 through CUL-4 intended to further minimize impacts to cultural resources:

TCR-1 The Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel Nation Cultural Resources Management
Department (YSMN) shall be contacted, as detailed in CUL-1, of any pre-
contact cultural resources discovered during project implementation, and be
provided information regarding the nature of the find, so as to provide Tribal
input with regards to significance and treatment. Should the find be deemed
significant, as defined by CEQA (as amended, 2015), a Cultural Resources
Monitoring and Treatment Plan shall be created by the archaeologist, in
coordination with YSMN, and all subsequent finds shall be subject to this Plan.
This Plan shall allow for a monitor to be present that represents YSMN for the
remainder of the project, should YSMN elect to place a monitor on-site.

TCR-2 Any and all archaeological/cultural documents created as a part of the project
(isolate records, site records, survey reports, testing reports, etc.) shall be
supplied to the applicant and Lead Agency for dissemination to YSMN. The
Lead Agency and/or applicant shall, in good faith, consult with YSMN
throughout the life of the project.

Should additional requests be made by the remaining tribes during the public review period for this
Initial Study, the City will take these requests into consideration as additional mitigation in an effort to
ensure that impacts to tribal cultural resources are fully minimized to a level of less than significant.
With these measures, the project is not anticipated to cause a change in the significance of a tribal
cultural resource, defined in Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a site, feature, place,
cultural landscape, or object with cultural landscape that is geographically defined in terms of the size
and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value to a California Native American
Tribe. Impacts will be less than significant with the recommended mitigation.
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XIX. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS: Would the
project:

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of
new or expanded water, wastewater treatment, or
stormwater drainage, electric power, natural gas, or X
telecommunications facilities, the construction or
relocation of which could cause significant
environmental effects?

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the

project and reasonably foreseeable future development X

during normal, dry and multiple dry years?

c) Result in a determination by the wastewater treat-
ment provider which serves or may serve the project

that it has adequate capacity to serve the project's X

projected demand in addition to the provider's existing
commitments?

d) Generate solid waste in excess of State or local

standards, or in excess of the capacity of local X

infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of
solid waste reduction goals?

e) Comply with federal, state, and local management

and reduction statutes and regulations related to solid X

waste?

SUBSTANTIATION: Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) website, accessed May
2024, https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/lahontan/; City of Adelanto Water Department (AWD) website,
accessed May 2024, https://ci.adelanto.ca.us/services/water ___sewer/index.php; AWD 2020 Urban Water
Management Plan (UWMP), prepared by AWD 8-25-2021; AWD wastewater treatment plant (WTP) data,
https://www.ci.adelanto.ca.us/214/Water-Sewer AND https://percwater.com/project/adelanto/

a.

Water

No Impact — The project area is supplied water by the Adelanto Water Department (AWD) which
utilizes groundwater to supply its customers. However, the proposed project will not be supported by
any occupied structures that would require potable water service connection, as the project would
not support any permanent workers on the site. As discussed under issue X(b) of this document, the
water system will not require expansion of existing water facilities to serve the proposed project, as
no potable water connection to the site is necessary. Therefore, development of the project would
not result in a significant environmental effect related to the relocation or construction of new or
expanded water facilities. No impacts are anticipated and no mitigation is required.

Wastewater

No Impact — The proposed project will develop a crane component and equipment storage facility
within the City of Adelanto. The City operates a recently upgraded 4.0 million gallons per day (MGD)
activated sludge wastewater treatment facility through an operations and maintenance contract with
PERC Water Corporation. The proposed project would not require a connection to wastewater
collection systems. The AWD wastewater treatment plant (WTP) has a 4.0 MGD capacity — it treats
approximately 1.5 MGD of wastewater at present which leaves approximately 2.5 MGD of capacity
remaining. At this time and for the foreseeable future, AWD maintains ample capacity to treat the
wastewater delivered to its treatment plant. Because the project will not generate wastewater, AWD
would not need to expand their existing facilities beyond that which is already planned to
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