
NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF 

A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

FOR THE HALSEY HOUSE PROJECT 

Los Altos, California 

February 2025 

PROJECT APPLICANT: City of Los Altos 

APN: 175-30-021

As the Lead Agency, the City of Los Altos will prepare an Environmental Impact Report for the 
above-referenced project and would like your views regarding the scope and content of the 
environmental information to be addressed in the EIR.  

The project description, location, and a brief summary of the environmental effects that could 
result from the proposed project are attached. 

According to State law, the deadline for your response is 30 days after receipt of this notice; 
however, we would appreciate an earlier response, if possible. Please identify a contact 
person, and send your response to: 

City of Los Altos  
Public Works Department 

Attention: Harun Musaefendic  
One North San Antonio Road 

Los Altos, CA 94022 
HMusaefendic@losaltosca.gov 

Aida Fairman, Public Works Director Date 

2/6/2025

mailto:HMusaefendic@losaltosca.gov
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City of Los Altos – Halsey House Project Notice of Preparation 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF 

A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

FOR THE HALSEY HOUSE PROJECT 

February 2025 

A. INTRODUCTION

The purpose of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is to inform decision-makers and the general 

public of the environmental effects of a proposed project that an agency may implement or 

approve. The EIR process is intended to provide information sufficient to evaluate a project and its 

potential for significant impacts on the environment, to examine methods of reducing adverse 

impacts, and to consider alternatives to the project. 

An EIR is prepared when it is determined by the discretionary authority that changes proposed in an 

approved project will require revisions to the previous EIR because of possible new impacts or an 

increase in severity of previously identified impacts. As the Lead Agency, the City of Los Altos will 

prepare an EIR to address the environmental effects of the Halsey House Project.  

The EIR will be prepared and processed in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) of 1970, as amended, and the requirements of the City of Los Altos. In accordance with the 

requirements of CEQA, the EIR will include the following: 

• A summary of the project;

• A project description, including project objectives;

• A description of the existing environmental setting, probable environmental impacts, and

mitigation measures; and

• Environmental consequences, including (a) any significant environmental effects which

cannot be avoided if the project is implemented; (b) any significant irreversible and

irretrievable commitments of resources; (c) the growth inducing impacts of the proposed

project; and (d) cumulative impacts.

The EIR also will discuss a reasonable range of alternatives to the project that could reasonably 

attain most of the basic objectives of the project and would avoid or substantially lessen any of the 

significant environmental effects of the project (CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6[a]).   

Project Location 

The project site is located at 482 University Avenue in Los Altos (Assessor Parcel Number [APN] 175-

30-021). The site is situated within the six-acre Redwood Grove Nature Preserve, which is

surrounded by single-family residences.
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Refer to Figures 1 and Figure 2 for regional and vicinity maps of the project site. An aerial 

photograph with surrounding land uses is shown on Figure 3. The project disturbance area is shown 

in Figure 4. 

 

Project Description 

 

The Halsey House was built in 1923 and used as a private residence until the property was 

purchased by the City of Los Altos in 1974 to serve as a park. The building was then converted to a 

nature center for educational and recreational programming. In 2008, the building was closed to 

the public. Since 2008, the Halsey House has remained vacant and unused. The Halsey House is a 

local Historic Landmark and is eligible for the California Register of Historic Resources (CRHR). As a 

result, it is considered a historic resource under CEQA. 

 

The project proposes to demolish the Halsey House building. Demolition activities would occur 

within an approximately 15,000 square foot (or 0.3 acre) area of disturbance surrounding the 

building and would last roughly three months. Demolition equipment, such as an excavator, a 

bulldozer, and a track loader, would be utilized throughout the demolition period. Equipment and 

workers would access the site via the Redwood Grove Nature Preserve entrance on University 

Avenue. Equipment staging would occur within the proposed area of disturbance. After demolition 

of the building, the site would be cleared and replanted with native plant landscaping that matches 

the existing vegetation. All building materials would be hauled to an appropriate off-site disposal 

location. 

 

Required Project Approvals 

 

• Historical Alteration Permit  

 

Potential Significant Environmental Impacts of the Project  

 

The EIR will identify the significant environmental effects anticipated to result from development of 

the project as proposed. Mitigation measures will be identified for significant impacts, as 

warranted. The EIR will include a discussion of all impact areas required by the CEQA Guidelines, 

with a particular focus on the following specific environmental categories most relevant to the 

proposed project:   

 

• Biological Resources – The project site is located in the Redwood Grove Nature Preserve, 

which includes mature redwoods and Adobe Creek. The area has the potential to support 

special-status species (bats and the great blue heron) and sensitive habitats (wetlands). The 

EIR will identify the existing biological conditions, including special-status species with the 

potential to occur on the project site and any potentially sensitive/regulated habitats that 

may be present. In addition, the EIR will identify and discuss the project’s biological impacts 

during demolition.  

 



 

3 

City of Los Altos – Halsey House Project Notice of Preparation 

• Cultural Resources – The project, as proposed, would demolish the Halsey House, which is a 
local Historic Landmark and is eligible for the CRHR. This would be a significant impact under 
CEQA that could not be mitigated to a less than significant level. The EIR will disclose the 
significant and unavoidable impact, identify all feasible mitigation (such as recordation and 
salvage), and identify a reasonable range of alternatives to the proposed project.  

 

• Hydrology and Water Quality – The project site is currently mapped in an area designated 

as a Zone AE Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) by the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA). Additionally, the Halsey House structure is partially within a mapped 

floodway associated with Adobe Creek. Floodways are FEMA designated areas where no 

placement of blockages shall occur unless an analysis is conducted that shows the structures 

present no impact. The EIR will analyze the surrounding floodplain and determine whether 

or not the existing structure impedes flood flows. The EIR will also evaluate the impacts of 

demolishing the structure  

 

• Cumulative Impacts – Pursuant to CEQA Guideline Section 15130, the EIR will discuss the 

cumulative impacts of the project in combination with other past, present or reasonably 

foreseeable projects.   

 

• Alternatives to the Project – Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6, the EIR will 

evaluate a reasonable range of alternatives to the project, based on the results of the 

environmental analysis. A No Project Alternative will be evaluated along with its impacts. 

The alternatives discussion will focus on those alternatives that could feasibly accomplish 

most of the basic objectives of the proposed project and could avoid or substantially lessen 

one or more of the significant environmental effects identified in the EIR (CEQA Guidelines 

Section 15126.6). The environmentally superior alternative(s) will be identified based on the 

number and degree of associated environmental impacts.   

 

In addition, the EIR will address the project’s impacts on aesthetics, agricultural/forestry resources, 

air quality, energy, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards and hazardous materials, land use/planning, 

mineral resources, noise, population/housing, public services, recreation, transportation, tribal 

cultural resources, utilities/service systems, and wildfire. The EIR will also include all other sections 

required under the CEQA Guidelines including significant and unavoidable impacts, significant 

irreversible environmental changes, and growth-inducing impacts. 
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Mr. Gabriel Engeland March 14, 2025 

City manager, City of Los Altos 

1 North San Antonio Rd. 

Los Altos, CA 94022 

 

Dear Mr. Engeland: 

 

Friends of Historic Redwood Grove was formed in 2014 by a group of Los Altos residents with the 

goal of ensuring the preservation of Redwood Grove along with its historic elements.  As you may 

be aware, we were instrumental in funding a Historic Resource Evaluation (HRE) of Halsey House 

and have continued to advocate for the preservation and restoration of this important City 

landmark. 

 

It has come to our attention that the City of Los Altos is working to develop an Environmental 

impact Report at the request of the Los Altos City Council to evaluate a range of alternatives for this 

building.  The EIR File, number EVN25467 was filed with the County of Santa Clara on February 

12, 2025.  This email is in response to that action. 

 

The City of Los Altos is required to conduct a PUBLIC scoping meeting prior to initiating an EIR if 

publicly requested or considered of state or regional designation (including historical buildings) 

 

Two draft EIR filings by the City of Los Altos contain statements acknowledging this requirement: 

 

1. CONSISTENT with Section 21083.9 of the CEQA statute, the City will conduct a 

scoping meeting, solicit input and comments from the general public and public agencies as 

to the content and scope of the Draft EIR. 

 

2. Section 21083.9 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) statute mandates that 

an agency must hold scoping meetings for a proposed project if a written requests made, 

particularly for projects that may significantly impact highways or other facilities under the 

Department of Transportation’s jurisdiction, or projects considered to be of statewide, 

regional areawide significance.  

 

Halsey House meets the above criteria and Friends of Historic Redwood Grove is requesting a public 

scoping meeting in which the content and scope of the Draft EIR will be discussed. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

Marie Backs,  

President, Friends of Historic Redwood Grove 



From: Harun Musaefendic
To: Michael Lisenbee
Cc: Aida Fairman
Subject: FW: Halsey House Notice of CEQA Prep
Date: Wednesday, March 26, 2025 4:11:47 PM

Hey Michael,
See comments from Jim Wing below, I’m not sure if I have sent them before.
Let me know if you have any questions.
Thank you,
 
Harun Musaefendic, PE
Associate Civil Engineer
 
From: Jim Wing <jameswing@msn.com> 
Sent: Sunday, March 9, 2025 12:06 PM
To: Harun Musaefendic <HMusaefendic@losaltosca.gov>
Cc: Aida Fairman <AFairman@losaltosca.gov>; Gabriel Engeland <gengeland@losaltosca.gov>
Subject: Halsey House Notice of CEQA Prep
 
Harun Musaefendic,
Thank you for posting notice of CEQA Preparation on Los Altos Web site! I recommend you
reconsider technical feasibility for Project Description – page 2-Equipment Access from
Redwood Grove University Entrance that requires crossing “8 Ton Bridge” and equipment
access through narrow road space between two major Redwood Trees. As you may already
know “8 Ton Bridge” main structural beams have deteriorated and show heavy signs of “stress
dusting” when Los Altos Maintenance trucks cross. This was noted by prior Public Works
Director Jim Sandoval before he retired and CEQA Construction Consultant last March. At my
March 2024 on-site meeting with CEQA Construction Consultant, he was going to recommend
equipment access via Manresa.
 
What is your estimated public release date for complete CEQA report? I am interested in
creekbank soil core sample data from septic tank / drain field and lead contamination from
water pipes.
 
Since you are also working on Adobe Creek Sewer Line replacement project, I would like to
make you aware of major cost / environmental impact reduction by eliminating two creek
crossings that only serve abandoned sewer line that may have never been hooked up to
Halsey House.
 
Thank you for your consideration.      

mailto:HMusaefendic@losaltosca.gov
mailto:mlisenbee@davidjpowers.com
mailto:AFairman@losaltosca.gov
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA Gavin Newsom Governor 

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION 

February 11 , 2025 

Harun Musaefendic 
City of Los Altos 
1 N. San Antonio Road 
Los Altos CA 94022 

Re: 2025020308.Halsey House Project, Santa Clara County 

Dear Mr. Musaefendic: 

The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) has received the Notice of Preparation 
(NOP), Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) or Early Consultation for the project 
referenced above. The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Pub. Resources Code 
§ 21000 et seq.), specifically Public Resources Code § 21084. 1, states that a project that may 
cause a substantial adve.rse change in the significance of a historical resource, is a project that 
may hove a significant effect on the environment. (Pub. Resources Code § 21084.1; Col. Code 
Regs., tit, 14, § 15064.5 (b) (CEQA Guidelines§ 15064.5 (b)). If there is substantial evidence, in 
light of the whole record before a lead agency, that a project may have a significant effect on 
the environment, an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) shall be prepared. (Pub. Resources 
Code §21080 (d); Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 5064 subd.(a)(l) (CEQA Guidelines§ 15064 (a) (1 )). 
In order to determine whether a project will cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a historical resource, a lead agency will need to determine whether there are 
historical resources within the area of potential effect (APE). 

CEQA was amended significantly in 2014. Assembly Bill 52 (Gatto, Chapter 532, Statutes of 
2014) (AB 52) amended CEQA to create a separate category of cultural resources, "tribal 
cultural resources" (Pub. Resources Code §2107 4) and provides that a project with an effect 
that may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource is 
a project that may have a significant effect on the environment. (Pub. Resources Code , 
§21084.2) . Public agencies shall, when feasible, avoid damaging effects to any tribal cultural 
resource. (Pub. Resources Code §21084.3 (a)) . AB 52 applies to any project for which a notice 
of preparation, a notice of negative declaration, or a mitigated negative declaration is flied on 
or after July 1, 2015. If your project involves the adoption of or amendment to a general plan or 
a specific plan, or the designation or proposed designation of open space, on or after March 1, 
2005, it may also be subject to Senate Bill 18 (Burton, Chapter 905, Statutes of 2004) (SB 18) . 
Both SB 18 and AB 52 have tribal consultation requirements. If your project is also subject to the 
federal National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. § 4321 et seq.) (NEPA) , the tribal 
consultation requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 ( 154 
U.S.C. 300101, 36 C.F.R. §800 et seq.) may also apply. 

The NAHC recommends consultation with California Native American tribes that are 
traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of your proposed project as early 
as possible in order to avoid inadvertent discoveries of Native American human remains and 
best protect tribal cultural resources. Below is a brief summary of portions of AB 52 and SB 18 as 
well as the NAHC's recommendations for conducting cultural resources assessments. 

Consult your legal counsel about compliance with AB 52 and SB 18 as well as compliance with 
any other applicable laws. 
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AB 52 has added to CEQA the additional requirements listed below, along with many other requirements: 

1. Fourteen Day Period to Provide Notice of Completion of on Application/Decision to Undertake a Project: 
Within fourteen ( 14) days of determining that an application for a project is complete or of a decision by a public 
agency to undertake a project, a lead agency shall provide formal notification to a designated contact of, or 
tribal representative of, traditionally and culturally affiliated California Native American tribes that have 
requested notice, to be accomplished by at least one written notice that includes: 

a. A brief description of the project. 
b. The lead agency contact information. 
c. Notification that the California Native American tribe has 30 days to request consultation. (Pub. 
Resources Code §21080.3. l (d)) . 
d. A "California Native American tribe" is defined as a Native American tribe located in California that is 
on the contact list maintained by the NA HC for the purposes of Chapter 905 of Statutes of 2004 (SB 18). 
(Pub. Resources Code §21073) . 

2. Begin Consultatlon Within 30 Days of Receiving a Tribe 's Request for Consultation and Before Releasing o 
Negative Declaration. Mitigated Negative Dec laration, or Environmenta l Impact Report: A lead agency shall 
begin the consultation process within 30 days of receiving a request for consultation from a California Native 
American tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the proposed project. 
(Pub. Resources Code § 21080.3. l, subds. ( d) and ( e)) and prior to the release of o negative declaration, 
mitigated negative declaration or Environmental Impact Report. (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3. l (b)). 

a. For purposes of AB 52, "consultation shall hove the some meaning as provided in Gov. Code §65352.4 
(SB 18). (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.l (b)). 

3. Mandatory Topics o f Consultation If Requested by a Tribe: The following topics of consultation, if a tribe 
requests to discuss them, ore mandatory topics of consultation: 

a. Alternatives to the project. 
b. Recommended mitigation measures. 
c. Significant effects. (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.2 (o)). 

4. Discretionary Topics of Consultotlon : The following topics are discretionary topics of consultation: 
a. Type of environmental review necessary. 
b. Significance of the tribal cultural resources. 
c. Significance of the project's impacts on tribal cultural resources. 
d. If necessary, project alternatives or appropriate measures for preservation or mitigation that the tribe 
may recommend to the lead agency. (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.2 (o)). 

5. Confidentiality of Information Submitted by a Tribe During the Environmental Review Process: With some 
exceptions, any information, including but not limited to, the location, description, and use of tribal cultural 
resources submitted by a California Native American tribe during the environmental review process shall not be 
included in the environmental document or otherwise disclosed by the lead agency or any other public agency 
to the public, consistent with Government Code §6254 (r) and §6254. l 0. Any information submitted by a 
California Native American tribe during the consultation or environmental review process shall be published in a 
confidential appendix to the environmental document unless the tribe that provided the information consents, in 
writing, to the disclosure of some or all of the information to the public. (Pub. Resources Code §21082.3 (c) (l )). 

6. Discussion of Impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources in the Environmental Document: If a project may hove a 
significant impact on a tribal cultural resource, the lead agency's environmental document shall discuss both of 
the following: 

a. Whether the proposed project hos a significant impact on an identified tribal cultural resource. 
b. Whether feasible alternatives or mitigation measures, including those measures that may be agreed 
to pursuant to Public Resources Code §21082.3, subdivision (a), ovoid or substantially lessen the impact on 
the identified tribal cultural resource. (Pub. Resources Code §21082.3 (b)). 
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7. Conclusion of Consulta tion: Consultation with a tribe shall be considered concluded when either of the 
following occurs: 

a. The parties agree to measures to mitigate or avoid a significant effect, if a significant effect exists, on 
a tribal cultural resource; or 
b. A party, acting in good faith and after reasonable effort, concludes that mutual agreement cannot 
be reached. (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.2 (b)). 

8. Recommending Mitigation Measures Agreed Upon in Consultation in the Environmental Document: Any 
mitigation measures agreed upon in the consultation conducted pursuant to Public Resources Code §21080.3.2 
shall be recommended for inclusion in the environmental document and in an adopted mitigation monitoring 
and reporting program, if determined to avoid or lessen the impact pursuant to Public Resources Code §21082.3, 
subdivision (b) , paragraph 2, and shall be fully enforceable. (Pub. Resources Code §21082.3 (a)). 

9. Required Consideration of Feasible Mitigation: If mitigation measures recommended by the staff of the lead 
agency as a result of the consultation process are not included in the environmental document or if there are no 
agreed upon mitigation measures at the conclusion of consultation, or if consultation does not occur, and if 
substantial evidence demonstrates that a project will cause a significant effect to a tribal cultural resource, the 
lead agency shall consider feasible mitigation pursuant to Public Resources Code §21084.3 (b). (Pub. Resources 
Code §21082.3 (e)) . 

10. Examples of Mitigation Measures That, If Feasible, Moy Be Considered to Avoid or Minimize Significant Adverse 
Impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources: 

a. Avoidance and preservation of the resources in place, including, but not limited to: 
i. Planning and construction to avoid the resources and protect the cultural and natural 
context. 
ii. Planning greenspace, parks, or other open space, to incorporate the resources with culturally 
appropriate protection and management criteria. 

b. Treating the resource with culturally appropriate dignity, taking into account the tribal cultural values 
and meaning of the resource, including, but not limited to, the following: 

i. Protecting the cultural character and integrity of the resource. 
ii. Protecting the traditional use of the resource. 
iii. Protecting the confidentiality of the resource. 

c. Permanent conservation easements or other interests in real property, with culturally appropriate 
management criteria for the purposes of preserving or utilizing the resources or places. 
d. Protecting the resource. (Pub. Resource Code §21084.3 (b)). 
e. Please note that a federally recognized California Native American tribe or a non-federally 
recognized California Native American tribe that is on the contact list maintained by the NAHC to protect 
a California prehistoric, archaeological, cultural , spiritual, or ceremonial place may acquire and hold 
conservation easements if the conservation easement is voluntarily conveyed. (Civ. Code §815.3 (c)) . 
f. Please note that it is the policy of the state that Native American remains and associated grave 
artifacts shall be repatriated. (Pub. Resources Code §5097.991). 

11. Prerequisites for Certifying on Environmental Impact Report or Adopting a Mitigated Negative Declaration or 
Negative Declaration with a Significant Impact on an Identified Tribal Cultural Resource: An Environmental 
Impact Report may not be certified, nor may a mitigated negative declaration or a negative declaration be 
adopted unless one of the following occurs: 

a. The consultation process between the tribes and the lead agency has occurred as provided in Public 
Resources Code §21080.3.1 and §21080.3.2 and concluded pursuant to Public Resources Code 
§21080.3.2. 
b. The tribe that requested consultation failed to provide comments to the lead agency or otherwise 
failed to engage in the consultation process. 
c. The lead agency provided notice of the project to the tribe in compliance with Public Resources 
Code §21080.3. l (d) and the tribe failed to request consultation within 30 days. (Pub. Resources Code 
§21082.3 (d)). 

The NAHC's PowerPoint presentation titled, "Tribal Consultation Under AB 52: Requirements and Best Practices" may 
be found online at: http://nahc.ca .gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/AB52Triba1Consultation CalEPAPDF.pdf 
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SB 18 

SB 18 applies to local governments and requires local governments to contact, provide notice to, refer plans to, and 
consult with tribes prior to the adoption or amendment of a general plan or a specific plan, or the designation of 
open space. (Gov. Code §65352.3) . Local governments should consult the Governor's Office of Planning and 
Research's "Tribal Consultation Guidelines," which can be found online at: 
https://www.opr.ca.gov/docs/09 14 05 Updated Guidelines 922.pdf. 

Some of SB 18' s provisions include: 

1. Tribal Consultation: If a local government considers a proposal to adopt or amend a general plan or a 
specific plan, or to designate open space it is required to contact the appropriate tribes identified by the NAHC 
by requesting a "Tribal Consultation List." If a tribe, once contacted, requests consultation the local government 
must consult with the tribe on the plan proposal. A tribe has 90 days from the date of receipt of notification to 
request consultation unless a shorter timeframe has been agreed to by the tribe. (Gov. Code §65352.3 
(a)(2)). 
2. No Statutory Time Limit on SB 18 Tribal Consultation . There is no statutory time limit on SB 18 tribal consultation. 
3. Confidentiality: Consistent with the guidelines developed and adopted by the Office of Planning and 
Research pursuant to Gov. Code §65040.2, the city or county shall protect the confidentiality of the information 
concerning the specific identity, location, character, and use of places, features and objects described in Public 
Resources Code §5097.9 and §5097.993 that are within the city's or county's jurisdiction. (Gov. Code §65352.3 
(b)). 
4. Conclusion of SB 18 Triba l Consultati0n: Consultation should be concluded at the point in which: 

a. The parties to the consultation come to a mutual agreement concerning the appropriate measures 
for preservation or mitigation; or 
b. Either the local government or the tribe, acting in good faith and after reasonable effort, concludes 
that mutual agreement cannot be reached concerning the appropriate measures of preservation or 
mitigation. (Tribal Consultation Guidelines, Governor's Office of Planning and Research (2005) at p. 18). 

Agencies should be aware that neither AB 52 nor SB 18 precludes agencies from initiating tribal consultation with 
tribes that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with their jurisdictions before the timeframes provided in AB 52 and 
SB 18. For that reason, we urge you to continue to request Native American Tribal Contact Lists and "Sacred Lands 
File" searches from the NAHC. The request forms can be found online at: http://nahc.ca.gov/resources/forms/. 

NAHC Recommendations for Cultural Resources Assessments 

To adequately assess the existence and significance of tribal cultural resources and plan for avoidance, preservation 
in place, or barring both, mitigation of project-related impacts to tribal cultural resources, the NAHC recommends 
the following actions: 

1. Contact the appropriate regional California Historical Research Information System (CHRIS) Center 
(https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=30331) for an archaeological records search. The records search will 
determine: 

a. If part or all of the APE has been previously surveyed for cultural resources. 
b. If any known cultural resources have already been recorded on or adjacent to the APE. 
c. If the probability is low, moderate, or high that cultural resources are located in the APE. 
d. If a survey is required to determine whether previously unrecorded cultural resources are present. 

2. If an archaeological inventory survey is required, the final stage is the preparation of a professional report 
detailing the findings and recommendations of the records search and field survey. 

a. The final report containing site forms, site significance, and mitigation measures should be submitted 
immediately to the planning department. All information regarding site locations, Native American 
human remains, and associated funerary objects should be in a separate confidential addendum and 
not be made available for public disclosure. 
b. The final written report should be submitted within 3 months after work has been completed to the 
appropriate regional CHRIS center. 
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3. Contact the NAHC for: 
a. A Sacred Lands File search. Remember that tribes do not always record their sacred sites in the 
Sacred Lands File, nor are they required to do so. A Sacred Lands File search is not a substitute for 
consultation with tribes that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the 
project's APE. 
b. A Native American Tribal Consultation List of appropriate tribes for consultation concerning the 
project site and to assist in planning for avoidance, preservation in place, or, failing both, mitigation 
measures. 

4. Remember that the lack of surface evidence of archaeological resources (including tribal cultural resources) 
does not preclude their subsurface existence. 

a. Lead agencies should include in their mitigation and monitoring reporting program plan provisions for 
the identification and evaluation of inadvertently discovered archaeological resources per Cal. Code 
Regs., tit . 14, § 15064.5(f) (CEQA Guidelines § 15064.5(f)). In areas of identified archaeological sensitivity, a 
certified archaeologist and a culturally affiliated Native American with knowledge of cultural resources 
should monitor all ground-disturbing activities. 
b. Lead agencies should include in their mitigation and monitoring reporting program plans provisions 
for the disposition of recovered cultural items that are not burial associated in consultation with culturally 
affiliated Native Americans. 
c. Lead agencies should include in their mitigation and monitoring reporting program plans provisions 
for the treatment and disposition of inadvertently discovered Native American human remains. Health 
and Safety Code §7050.5, Public Resources Code §5097.98, and Cal. Code Regs., tit . 14, § 15064.5, 
subdivisions (d) and (e) (CEQA Guidelines§ 15064.5, subds. (d) and (e)) address the processes to be 
followed in the event of an inadvertent discovery of any Native American human remains and 
associated grave goods in a location other than a dedicated cemetery. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at my email address: 
Mothew.Lin@NAHC.ca .gov. 

Sincerely, 

Mathew Lin 
Cultural Resources Analyst 

cc: State Clearinghouse 
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From: Harun Musaefendic
To: Michael Lisenbee
Cc: Aida Fairman
Subject: FW: Valley Water Comments on Notice of Preparation
Date: Thursday, March 20, 2025 4:11:44 PM

Hey Mike,
 
Received the following comments from Shree at Valley Water. I’ll save them in our project folder but
want to make sure you are aware of these comments as well.
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Harun Musaefendic, PE
Associate Civil Engineer
 
From: Shree Dharasker <sdharasker@valleywater.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2025 10:12 AM
To: Harun Musaefendic <HMusaefendic@losaltosca.gov>
Cc: Josh Weinik <Jweinik@valleywater.org>
Subject: Valley Water Comments on Notice of Preparation

 
Dear Mr. Musaefendic:
 
The Santa Clara Valley Water District (Valley Water) has reviewed the February 6, 2025
Notice of Preparation for a draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Halsey House
project in Los Altos, and has the following comments:
 

1. Please clarify if the "Native plant landscaping" described in the Project Description,
aims to meet aesthetic needs or if an ecological restoration is planned

2. Biological resource consideration scope needs to include nearby Valley Water native
plant mitigation site on Abode Creek at the Jesuit Retreat. This project should not
impact Valley Water’s mitigation site.

3. There are more sensitive habitats in addition to wetlands. Flagging for sensitive
habitats such as redwood forest and riparian woodlands should be considered

 
The above comments should be addressed in the EIR. Valley Water has no right of way or
ground water wells at this location. No encroachment permit will therefore be required. The
site is in FEMA Flood Zone X ( area determined to be outside the 500‐year flood and
protected by levee from 100‐ year flood),
 
Please contact me if there are any questions. Valley Water would like to review future
environmental documents on this project,
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Shree Dharasker
Associate Engineer Civil
Community Projects Review Unit
(408)630-3037
 
 
 




