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CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
 

1 North San Antonio Road, Los Altos, CA 94022      
www.losaltosca.gov 

 

N O T I C E     O F     E X E M P T I O N 
 
To: Santa Clara County Clerk-Recorder 

First Floor 
110 W Tasman Drive 
San José, CA 95134 
 
Office of Planning and Research 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

From: City of Los Altos 
1 North San Antonio Road  
Los Altos, CA 94022 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Title: Los Altos Library Courtyard Project 
 
Project Applicant/ Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: SSA Landscape Architects 
 
Project Location/City:  13 South San Antonio Road, Los Altos, CA 94022 
  
Public Agency Approving Project: City of Los Altos  
 
Lead Agency Contact Person: Sean Gallegos Phone Number: (650) 947-2641 
  
Description of Project: The approximately 0.2-acre project site is located within the Los Altos Civic Center, 
north of the existing Los Altos Library. The project would remove the existing trellis, patio, and pedestrian 
pathway located directly north of the existing Los Altos Library and construct an approximately 8,265 square-
foot outdoor courtyard. The courtyard would consist of new hardscape and pedestrian pathways, an outdoor 
multi-purpose seating area including an audio-visual system, and landscaping. The proposed pedestrian 
pathway would provide connections to City Hall and the existing parking lot to the east. The purpose of the 
courtyard is to host and support existing events at the Los Altos Library in conjunction with allowing for 
expanded programming opportunities. Three ornamental trees would be removed as a result of the project. No 
apricot trees from the Civic Center Apricot Orchard would be removed.  
 
Exempt Status:  The following Categorical Exemptions are applicable to the project: 
 
Class 1 - Section 15301. Existing Facilities: Operation, repair, maintenance, or minor alterations to a public 
facility involving no or negligible expansion of existing or former use.   
 
Class 3 – Section 15303. New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures:  Construction and location of 
limited numbers of new, small facilities or structures; installation of small new equipment and facilities in 
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small structures; and the conversion of existing small structures from one use to another where only minor 
modifications are made in the exterior of the structure.  
 
Reasons Why Project is Exempt: The project meets the criteria for a Class 1 exemption because it includes 
a minor alteration of an existing public facility consisting of the replacement of an existing patio with a new 
courtyard. The proposed courtyard area would be approximately 8,265 square feet, which is below the 10,000 
square foot criteria identified in the CEQA Guidelines Section 15301(e)(2). The proposed courtyard is also 
consistent with the General Plan land use designation for the site. The project site is also within an urban area 
of Los Altos that is currently served by existing public facilities and services. Additionally, the project would 
result in the removal of small, accessory structures including the existing trellis, patio, and pedestrian pathway 
located directly north of the existing Los Altos Library. The project site is also not environmentally sensitive. 
For these reasons, the project would involve a negligible expansion of the Los Altos Library existing patio. 
 
The project meets the criteria for a Class 3 exemption because it is the construction of an accessory courtyard 
for the existing Los Altos Library. The approximately 8,265-square foot courtyard would replace the existing 
Los Altos Library patio. The proposed courtyard would serve the patrons of the Los Altos Library. For these 
reasons, the project would meet the exemption criteria for a new construction or conversion of small structures. 
 
None of the exceptions to the exemptions set forth in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 apply to the project. 
The project site is not located in a sensitive environment and is not located on a hazardous waste site included 
on list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code. It has been determined that the project 
would not result in significant cumulative impacts, significant effects due to unusual circumstances, damage 
scenic resources within a designated state scenic highway, or significant effects to a historic resource. For 
these reasons, the project is exempt from the provisions of CEQA. 
 
Signature of Lead Agency Representative:   

 
 

Sean Gallegos, Senior Planner 
  
Date: February 7, 2025  
  
 

Sean Gallegos 


