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Note: The permanently disturbed footprint, as shown in Exhibit A, is used to determine if your project is eligible for coverage under the Habitat Plan. 
Please refer to the Fees and Conditions Worksheet Exhibit 1 to determine how to calculate fees, impacts, and conditions if your project is eligible for 
coverage under the Habitat Plan.  
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Santa Clara Valley Habitat Plan 

COVERAGE SCREENING FORM Habitat Plan Application File Number  
(Assigned by jurisdiction) 

Planning Office File Number  
(Assigned by jurisdiction) 

To determine if a project is eligible for coverage under the Santa Clara Valley Habitat Plan 

(“Habitat Plan”), complete and submit this form to the planning or building office of the 

applicable local jurisdiction (County of Santa Clara, City of Gilroy, City of Morgan Hill, or 

City of San José) as soon as possible in the development process.  

This form is used to evaluate if a private development project located within the Habitat 

Plan Permit Area is classified as a “covered project” under the Habitat Plan. Certain 

projects within the Habitat Plan Permit Area may not be covered projects under the 

Habitat Plan due to their location and size. This form is used to determine one of two 

conclusions and courses of action regarding a proposed project: 

(1) A project is not a covered project under the Habitat Plan. Submit this form to the

applicable local jurisdiction. No additional action regarding the Habitat Plan is needed.1

(2) A project is a covered project under the Habitat Plan. Submit this form to the

applicable planning or building office along with the Application for Private Projects when

submitting applications for planning approvals.

1. Project Type (subdivision, conditional use permit, etc.)

2. Project Location (address / Assessor’s Parcel Number)

3. Project Description (including proposed use)

4. Screening Questions

A. Project Location

On the Private Development Areas map2, where is the project located? (check the applicable 
box below) 

Area 1: Private Development Covered  Go to Question C, page 2 

Area 2: Rural Development Equal to or Greater Than 2 Acres Covered  Go to Question B, page 2 

Area 3: Rural Development Not Covered  Go to Conclusion 1, page 3 

Area 4: Urban Development Equal to or Greater Than 2 Acres Covered  Go to Question B, page 2 

1 See disclaimer under Conclusion 1 below regarding Endangered Species Act requirements. 
2 The Private Development Areas map can be viewed on the Habitat Agency Geobrowser at 

www.hcpmaps.com or at each of the planning and building offices (County of Santa Clara, City of 

Gilroy, City of Morgan Hill, or City of San José). 

SANTA CLARA VALLEY 

HABITAT AGENCY 

City of Gilroy 

City of Morgan Hill 

City of San Jose 

County of Santa Clara 

Santa Clara Valley Water District 

Santa Clara Valley 
Transportation Authority 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

http://www.scv-habitatplan.org/
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B. Size of the Permanently Disturbed Footprint 

What is the total size of the permanently disturbed footprint (not parcel size; see box below), in acres? 

  

If the size of the permanently disturbed area is less than 2 acres, go to Conclusion 1, page 3. 

If the size of the permanently disturbed area is 2 acres or greater, go to Conclusion 2, page 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. Additions3  

i. Is the project site currently developed?   YES Go to Question ii below 

      NO Go to Conclusion 2, page 3 

   

ii. Does the project consist of total new impervious 
surface less than 5,000 square feet. 

  YES Provide area below in iii and go to Conclusion 1, page 3 

   NO Go to Conclusion 2, page 3 

   

iii.  What is the total impervious surface (see box 
below) that will be added (in square feet)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3 A developed site means a site has existing permanent improvements, such as buildings and impervious areas, that were legally 

established prior to the Operative Date of the Habitat Plan (October 14, 2013). Review of building permits or aerial photos may be 
required by the planning department for verification. 

Calculating the Size of the Permanently Disturbed Footprint: The permanently disturbed area is not the parcel 
size. It is determined by calculating the total land area that will be permanently affected by the proposed 
development project.  

This area includes all new buildings, new impervious surfaces (parking areas, roads, sidewalks, pools, etc.), and 
other areas that will be permanently affected by the project (lawns or formal landscaping areas, etc.). Refer to 
Exhibit A for calculating the Permanently Disturbed Footprint. 

This area shall be shown on plans submitted with this Coverage Screening Form. 

If necessary, the planning or building office reviewing this Coverage Screening Form may require this area to be 
calculated by a licensed professional (architect, engineer, surveyor) to verify accuracy. 

 

Calculating Impervious Surface: New impervious surfaces include all new buildings and paved areas (asphalt and 
concrete), such as parking areas, driveways, roads, sidewalks and pools. 

This area shall be shown on the plans submitted with this Coverage Screening Form. 

If necessary, the planning department reviewing the Coverage Screening Form may require impervious surface 
area to be calculated by a licensed professional (architect, engineer, surveyor) to verify accuracy. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
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  CONCLUSION 1 Project is not a covered project under the Habitat Plan. 

Submit this Coverage Screening Form to the planning or building office with the applicable planning application 
(such as use permit, subdivision, etc.) for the project. Planning staff will evaluate and confirm the project is not a 
Covered Project. Verification of the absence of sensitive habitats, which may include photos and aerials of the site, 
may be required. 

Sensitive Habitats: If the proposed project affects any wildlife and/or plant species covered by the Habitat 
Plan, or any unmapped burrowing owl occupied nesting habitat, serpentine, riparian, stream, pond, or 
wetland land covers on the property, then coverage under the Habitat Plan is required. Go to Conclusion 2, 
below. 

 

 

 

 

  CONCLUSION 2 Project is a covered project under the Habitat Plan. 

 Submit this Coverage Screening Form to the planning or building office with the planning application (such as 
use permit, subdivision, etc.). Work with planning or building office staff to complete the Application for Private 
Projects, which includes the Fees and Conditions Worksheet—a planning tool that provides guidance for land 
cover mapping requirements, fees, and conditions that may apply to your project. 

Property Owner    

Property Owner Signature   Date   

Applicant    

Applicant Signature    Date   

Planning/Building Office Contact Information 
City of Gilroy 
7351 Rosanna St. 
Gilroy, CA 95020 
Tel: (408) 846-0451 
Fax: (408) 846-0429 
www.ci.gilroy.ca.us/planning 

City of Morgan Hill 
17575 Peak Ave. 
Morgan Hill, CA 95037 
Tel: (408) 778-6480 
Fax: (408) 779-7236 
www.morganhill.ca.gov 

City of San Jose 
200 E. Santa Clara St., T-3 
San Jose, CA 95113 
Tel: (408) 535-3555 
Fax: (408) 292-6055 
www.sanjoseca.gov/planning 

County of Santa Clara 
70 West Hedding St., 7th Floor 
San Jose, CA 95110 
Tel: (408) 299-5770 
Fax: (408) 288-9798 
www.sccplanning.org 

 
If the project is not a covered project under the Habitat Plan and “opt-in” coverage from the Habitat Plan is 
desired, work with the applicable planning or building office to complete the Application for Private Projects 
and submit it to the planning or building office with the planning application. Opt-in coverage is not 
guaranteed and will be authorized by the local jurisdiction in consultation with the Habitat Agency. 

For Staff Verification Use Only 

Project is Covered  Project is Not Covered  No Sensitive Habitats Located on Project Site  Date   

Project Planner   

Phone Number    Email    

Projects that are not covered projects under the Habitat Plan must still comply with Federal and State 

Endangered Species Act requirements. If a project has the potential to take a federally or state-listed plant or 

wildlife species, the applicant must contact the U.S. Department of Fish and Wildlife and/or the California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife to determine whether an endangered species permit should be obtained.  

SOURCES FOR THIS FORM: This form incorporates the policies contained within Chapter 2, Land Use and Covered Activities, of the Santa Clara Valley 

Habitat Plan, specifically subsection Private Development Subject to the Plan, beginning on Page 2-42. 

 

□ 

□ 

□ □ □ 
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Note: The permanently disturbed footprint, as shown in Exhibit A, is used to determine if your project is eligible for coverage under the Habitat Plan. 

Please refer to the Fees and Conditions Worksheet Exhibit 1 to determine how to calculate fees, impacts, and conditions if your project is eligible for 

coverage under the Habitat Plan.  
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1387 Cornwall Rd. 
Oakville, ON L6J 7T5 
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Re: Use of SITELINE digital display at 1404 Mabury Road, San Jose, CA 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Media Resources Inc. has been engaged by Clear Channel Outdoor to review and 
assess the lighting impact of the proposed digital billboard installation at 1404 Mabury 
Road. This document will describe the brightness management features of our digital 
billboards as well as provide details on the VISIONiQ SITELINE principles of operation.  

Background on Media Resources Digital Display Ambient-Aware Brightness Controls 

During dusk, dawn, or cloudy days, the operation of the digital display according to 
ambient light readings is the ideal way to maintain a glare-free, light-trespass free image. 
Media Resources digital billboards are all equipped with factory-mounted dual photocell 
sensors that are redundant and capable of reading ambient brightness even if one unit 
suffers a hardware failure. The ambient brightness to output brightness response curves 
have been carefully developed into a standard to provide good readability on the 
display while keeping in line with the brightness of the overall visual context. 
 

 
Figure 1. Media Resources standard - dual ambient brightness measuring photocells for 

hardware redundancy 
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During night-time, brightness control becomes critical as the digital billboards must be 
operated at a small percentage of its maximum brightness in order to avoid glare or 
light trespass. Media Resources endeavors to have the most comprehensive system of 
safeties and traceability for night-time brightness management. The proposed digital 
billboards are well equipped with modern brightness controls. Besides the redundant 
photocells above, a number of secondary fail-safes are also implemented including a 
communications watchdog (automatic reduction to night-time brightness in the event 
of a communication loss), and failback to a location/season aware time-based 
schedule in the event of catastrophic photocell system failure. With these safety 
features in place, it becomes extremely unlikely for the digital billboard to operate at 
high brightness levels at night. 
 
Additionally, the Media Resources Network Operations Centre can monitor brightness 
and recall brightness history for traceability. See Figure 2 and Figure 3 below on our 
internal control system for configuring brightness and recalling brightness history. 
 

 
Figure 2. Media Resources web portal showing brightness configuration and history of the current 

day 
 

diaresou rces 
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Figure 3. Media Resources web portal showing brightness history of any selected previous date. 

Brightness history data is logged indefinitely on Media Resources servers. 
 

SITELINE and Site Specific Considerations 

Media Resources Inc. invented the SITELINE product specifically to address the issues 
surrounding individual areas where light emission into nearby areas is undesirable.  
 
The SITELINE system employs a patent-pending mechanical baffle system similar to 
luminaire baffles to eliminate all projection of light from the Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs) 
into a “protected region”. As a result, the protection is physical (See Figure 4 and 5) – 
reliable, permanent, and not the outcome of any programming or settings.  
 
As can easily be seen in the figures below, the mechanical baffles/louvers (made of 
matte-finished black polymer) do not have the effect of any optical focusing or re-
direction of light, and thus do no increase the light emission from the LEDs in any direction. 
They serve strictly as carefully configured mechanical baffles which absorb the light from 
the LEDs and prevent its passage in the protected direction. A specified NITS value of the 
display is the maximum output in any direction and is therefore the upper bound on 
luminance. Any statement suggesting that the SITELINE system can increase brightness 
above the NITS value of the display is incorrect. 
 

diaresou rces 
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For a video reference of the effectiveness of the Media Resources SITELINE product, 
please see https://vimeo.com/365082755.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figures 4 and 5. Close up photographs of SITELINE module face viewed from front (left) and from 
side (right). Note the red, green and blue diode lenses are directly visible from front direction but 
are obscured behind baffles viewed from the side. 
 
Media Resources commits to the effectiveness of this light restriction technology when 
deployed 1404 Mabury Road. We have calculated the expected illuminance impact to 
surrounding areas of concern, shown in Figure 6, along with a table showing fc values 
at various distances and angles from the face of the display. Media Resources 
guarantees that the display will operate within 20% of illuminance impact calculated 
below. If approved and constructed, we can provide on-site lighting measurements to 
confirm correct installation and light restriction performance. 

diaresou rces 
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Figure 6. Site satellite photo overlay of distances and angles from proposed digital billboard site, 
corresponding to calculated illuminance figures in fc provided in Table 1. 

Site Calculations - 300NITS Left-Blocking 
Measurement Angle 

Distance (ft) -80° -60° -40° -20° 0° 20° 40° 60° 80° 
200' 0.001fc 0.004fc 0.009fc 0.514fc 0.637fc 0.612fc 0.462fc 0.209fc 0.001fc 
350' 0.000fc 0.001fc 0.003fc 0.187fc 0.222fc 0.211fc 0.157fc 0.070fc 0.000fc 
400' 0.000fc 0.001fc 0.002fc 0.146fc 0.171fc 0.163fc 0.121fc 0.053fc 0.000fc 
600' 0.000fc 0.000fc 0.001fc 0.067fc 0.078fc 0.073fc 0.054fc 0.024fc 0.000fc 
800' 0.000fc 0.000fc 0.001fc 0.038fc 0.044fc 0.041fc 0.030fc 0.013fc 0.000fc 

1000' 0.000fc 0.000fc 0.000fc 0.025fc 0.028fc 0.027fc 0.020fc 0.009fc 0.000fc 
Table 1. Site calculations based on MRI VIQ3 Siteline Left Blocking. 
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We are always committed to the responsible application of LED digital technology and 
are happy to engage with regulatory stakeholders at any time. Please feel free to 
contact us if you have any questions. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Anthony Knight 
Product Implementation Specialist 
Media Resources Inc. 
(289) 681-0035 
aknight@mediaresources.com 
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Re: Use of digital display at 1404 Mabury Road, San Jose, CA 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Media Resources Inc. has been engaged by Clear Channel Outdoor to review and 
assess the lighting impact of the proposed digital billboard installation at 1404 Mabury 
Road. This document will describe the lighting impacts of our VISIONiQ digital billboards 
in this specific application, and further commit a maximum luminance value of the 
display as observed from the nearby light-sensitive areas.  

Background on Media Resources Digital Display Ambient-Aware Brightness Controls 

During dusk, dawn, or cloudy days, the operation of the digital display according to 
ambient light readings is the ideal way to maintain a glare-free, light-trespass free image. 
Media Resources digital billboards are all equipped with factory-mounted dual photocell 
sensors that are redundant and capable of reading ambient brightness even if one unit 
suffers a hardware failure. The ambient brightness to output brightness response curves 
have been carefully developed into a standard to provide good readability on the 
display while keeping in line with the brightness of the overall visual context. 
 

 
Figure 1. Media Resources standard - dual ambient brightness measuring photocells for 

hardware redundancy 
  

diaresou rces 
Solutions for the sign industry. 



 
1-800-667-4554 

1387 Cornwall Rd. 
Oakville, ON L6J 7T5 

mediaresources.com 

2 
 

During night-time, brightness control becomes critical as the digital billboards must be 
operated at a small percentage of its maximum brightness in order to avoid glare or 
light trespass. Media Resources endeavors to have the most comprehensive system of 
safeties and traceability for night-time brightness management. The proposed digital 
billboards are well equipped with modern brightness controls. Besides the redundant 
photocells above, a number of secondary fail-safes are also implemented including a 
communications watchdog (automatic reduction to night-time brightness in the event 
of a communication loss), and failback to a location/season aware time-based 
schedule in the event of catastrophic photocell system failure. With these safety 
features in place, it becomes extremely unlikely for the digital billboard to operate at 
high brightness levels at night. 
 
Additionally, the Media Resources Network Operations Centre can monitor brightness 
and recall brightness history for traceability. See Figure 2 and Figure 3 below on our 
internal control system for configuring brightness and recalling brightness history. 
 

 
Figure 2. Media Resources web portal showing brightness configuration and history of the current 

day 
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Figure 3. Media Resources web portal showing brightness history of any selected previous date. 

Brightness history data is logged indefinitely on Media Resources servers. 
 

Media Resources commits to the effectiveness of this light restriction technology when 
deployed at 1404 Mabury Road. We have calculated the expected illuminance impact 
to surrounding areas of concern, shown in Figure 4, along with a table showing foot 
candle (fc) values at various distances and angles. Media Resources guarantees that 
the display will operate within 20% of illuminance impact calculated below. If approved 
and constructed, we can provide on-site lighting measurements to confirm correct 
installation and light restriction performance.  
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Figure 4. Site satellite photo overlay of distances and angles from proposed digital billboard site, 
corresponding to calculated illuminance figures in fc provided in Table 1. 

Distance 
(ft) -80° -60° -40° -20° 0° 20° 40° 60° 80° 

200' 0.063fc 0.209fc 0.462fc 0.612fc 0.637fc 0.612fc 0.462fc 0.209fc 0.063fc 
350' 0.021fc 0.070fc 0.157fc 0.211fc 0.222fc 0.211fc 0.157fc 0.070fc 0.021fc 
400' 0.016fc 0.053fc 0.121fc 0.163fc 0.171fc 0.163fc 0.121fc 0.053fc 0.016fc 
600' 0.007fc 0.024fc 0.054fc 0.073fc 0.078fc 0.073fc 0.054fc 0.024fc 0.007fc 
800' 0.004fc 0.013fc 0.030fc 0.041fc 0.044fc 0.041fc 0.030fc 0.013fc 0.004fc 

1000' 0.003fc 0.009fc 0.020fc 0.027fc 0.028fc 0.027fc 0.020fc 0.009fc 0.003fc 
Table 1. Site calculations in fc for the RHR Facing East display based on MRI VIQ Standard RGB 

Modules 
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We are always committed to the responsible application of LED digital technology and 
are happy to engage with regulatory stakeholders at any time. Please feel free to 
contact us if you have any questions. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Anthony Knight  
Product Implementation Specialist 
Media Resources Inc. 
(289) 289-0035 
aknight@mediaresources.com 
 
 
 

diaresou rces 
Solutions for the sign industry. 



THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 


	1 App C div page
	2 C.1 app div page
	3 C.1 Species Tables - San Jose Billboards
	4 C.2 app div page
	5 C.2 Database Searches
	CNDDB
	CNPS

	6 C.3 app div page
	7 C.3 SCVHP Coverage Screening Forms
	8 C.4 app div page
	9 C4 - SITELINE Analysis Mabury Road Project Site
	10 C.5 app div page
	11 C5 - Light Analysis Mabury Road Project Site

	Habitat Plan Application File Number: 
	Planning Office File Number: 
	01_Project_Type: Proposed Billboard 
	02a_Project_Location_APN: 1404 Mabury Road 
	02b_Project_Location_Address: San Jose, CA 95133.  APN 254-01-004
	03b_Project_Description: proposing to build a one double-sided electronic billboard on a City owned property
	A_Project_Location_Area_1: Off
	A_Project_Location_Area_2: Off
	A_Project_Location_Area_3: Off
	A_Project_Location_Area_4: On
	03c_Project_Description: 
	03a_Project_Description: Clear Channel Outdoor (Applicant) is 
	B_Size_of_Perm_Disturbed_Footprint: 0.0006 acres
	C_Additions_i_YES: Off
	C_Additions_i_NO: Off
	C_Additions_ii_YES: Off
	NO Go to Conclusion 2 page 3_2: Off
	C_Additions_iii: 
	C_Additions_Conclusion_1: On
	C_Additions_Conclusion_2: On
	Property Owner: 
	Property_Owner_Sig_Date: 
	Applicant: 
	Applicant_Sig_Date: 
	Staff_Verification_Project_Covered: Off
	Staff_Verification_Project_Not_Covered: Off
	Staff_Verification_No_Sensitive_Habitat: Off
	Staff_Verification_Date: 
	Project Planner: 
	Staff_Verification_Phone_Number: 
	Staff_Verification_Email: 


