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February 26, 2025

Brenda Magana

City of Palmdale

38250 Sierra Highway
Palmdale, CA 93550
bmagana@cityofpalmdale.org

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT FOR THE PACIFIC PALMDALE PROJECT, SCH NO. 2025020362,
LOS ANGELES COUNTY, CA

Dear Brenda Magana:

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) reviewed the Notice of
Preparation (NOP) of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) from the City of
Palmdale (City; Lead Agency) for the Pacific Palmdale Project (Project) pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines’.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding
those activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish and wildlife.
Likewise, CDFW appreciates the opportunity to provide comments regarding those
aspects of the Project that CDFW, by law, may be required to carry out or approve
through the exercise of its own regulatory authority under the Fish and Game Code.

CDFW ROLE

CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those
resources in trust by statute for all the people of the State (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7,
subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd.
(a)). CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection,
and management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically
sustainable populations of those species (Fish & G. Code, § 1802). Similarly, for
purposes of CEQA, CDFW is charged by law to provide, as available, biological
expertise during public agency environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on
projects and related activities that have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife
resources.

CDFW may also act as a Responsible Agency under CEQA. (Pub. Resources Code, §
21069; CEQA Guidelines, § 15381). CDFW expects that it may need to exercise

' CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The “CEQA
Guidelines” are found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000.
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regulatory authority as provided by the Fish and Game Code. As proposed, for
example, the Project may be subject to CDFW'’s lake and streambed alteration
regulatory authority (Fish & G. Code, § 1600 et seq.). Likewise, to the extent
implementation of the Project as proposed may result in “take” as defined by State law?
of any species protected under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA; Fish &
G. Code, § 2050 et seq.) or the Native Plant Protection Act (NPPA; Fish & G. Code,
§1900 et seq.), the Project proponent may seek related take authorization as provided
by the Fish and Game Code.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY
Proponent: Pl Palmdale Owner, LLC

Objective: The objective of the Project is to construct and operate an industrial building.
The industrial building footprint would cover approximately 1,000,000 square feet with
dock doors along the north and south. In addition to an industrial building, the Project
would install parking areas, drive aisles, landscaping, lighting, and signage. A detention
basin would also be constructed in the southeast portion of the Project site.

Location: The Project site encompasses 67 acres in the northeast corner of West
Rancho Vista Boulevard and Division Street in the City, Los Angeles County. The
Project site is bound by vacant land to the north, Sierra Highway to the east, West
Rancho Vista Boulevard to the south, and Division Street to the west. The Assessor’s
Parcel Numbers associated with the Project include 3006-027-001, -002, -003, -004,
and -005.

Timeframe: No construction or operation timeframe has been proposed in the NOP.

Biological Setting: The Project site is currently vacant and undeveloped, with unpaved
dirt roads throughout the site. No Initial Study or biological surveys were provided in the
NOP. Based on aerial imagery, vegetation throughout the site is characteristic of a
western Joshua tree woodland (Yucca brevifolia, CESA candidate species) with desert
scrub. CDFW is concerned that the Project has the potential to impact the following
special-status wildlife species: Crotch’s bumble bee (Bombus crotchii; CESA candidate
species), coast horned lizard (Phrynosoma blainvillii; California Species of Special
Concern (SSC)), northern California legless lizard (Anniella pulchra; SSC), and raptors
and migratory birds. No mitigation is proposed in the NOP for this Project.

2“Take” is defined in Section 86 of the Fish and Game Code as “hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill, or
attempt to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or Kill.”
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accessible to the public for the use and enjoyment of fish and wildlife. CDFW
recommends avoidance of water practices and structures that use excessive
amounts of water, and minimization of impacts that negatively affect water
quality, to the extent feasible (Fish & G. Code, § 5650).

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA

CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and
negative declarations be incorporated into a database which may be used to make
subsequent or supplemental environmental determinations. (Pub. Resources Code, §
21003, subd. (e).) Accordingly, please report any special status species and natural
communities detected during Project surveys to the CNDDB. The CNDDB website
provides direction regarding the types of information that should be reported and allows
on-line submittal of field survey forms.

In addition, information on special status native plant populations and sensitive natural
communities, should be submitted to CDFW’s Vegetation Classification and Mapping
Program using the Combined Rapid Assessment and Relevé Form'3,

The City should ensure data collected for the preparation of the DEIR is properly
submitted.

FILING FEES

The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, and assessment
of filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice of Determination
by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of environmental review by
CDFW. Payment of the fee is required in order for the underlying project approval to be
operative, vested, and final. (Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish & G. Code, § 711.4;
Pub. Resources Code, § 21089.)

CONCLUSION

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the NOP to assist the City in
identifying and mitigating Project impacts on biological resources.

13 hitps://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/VegCAMP/Natural-Communities/Submit
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Questions regarding this letter or further coordination should be directed to Julisa
Portugal, Environmental Scientist, at (5662)330-7563 or Julisa.Portugal@wildlife.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

DocuSigned by:

Vi /7J4,<\

5991E19EF8094C3...
Victoria Tang
Environmental Program Manager
South Coast Region

EC: California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Jennifer Turner
Cindy Hailey
Steve Gibson
Cooper Wall

Office of Planning and Research
State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov
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ROB BONTA State of California
Attorney General DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
1300 I STREET, SUITE 125

P.O. BOX 944255
SACRAMENTO, CA 94244-2550

E-Mail: EJ@doj.ca.gov
February 21, 2025

Brenda Magana, Planning Manager
City of Palmdale

38250 Sierra Highway

Palmdale, CA 93550

RE: Pacific Palmdale, SCH #2025020362
Dear Ms. Magana:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Notice of Preparation for the
Pacific Palmdale project. While the logistics industry is an important component of our modern
economy, warehouses can bring various environmental impacts to the communities where they
are located. For example, diesel trucks visiting warehouses emit nitrogen oxide (NOx)—a
primary precursor to smog formation and a significant factor in the development of respiratory
problems like asthma, bronchitis, and lung irritation—and diesel particulate matter (a subset of
fine particular matter that is smaller than 2.5 micrometers)—a contributor to cancer, heart
disease, respiratory illnesses, and premature death.! Trucks and on-site loading activities can
also be loud, bringing disruptive noise levels during 24/7 operation that can cause hearing
damage after prolonged exposure.? The hundreds, and sometimes thousands, of daily truck and
passenger car trips that warehouses generate can contribute to traffic jams, deterioration of road
surfaces, traffic accidents, and unsafe conditions for pedestrians and bicyclists. Depending on
the circumstances of an individual project, warehouses may also have other environmental
impacts.

To help lead agencies avoid, analyze, and mitigate warehouses’ environmental impacts,
the Attorney General Office’s Bureau of Environmental Justice has published a document
containing best practices and mitigation measures for warehouse projects. We have attached a

! California Air Resources Board, Nitrogen Dioxide & Health,
https://ww?2.arb.ca.gov/resources/nitrogen-dioxide-and-health (NOx); California Air Resources
Board, Summary: Diesel Particular Matter Health Impacts,
https://ww?2.arb.ca.gov/resources/summary-diesel-particulate-matter-health-impacts; Office of
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment and American Lung Association of California, Health
Effects of Diesel Exhaust,
https://oehha.ca.gov/media/downloads/calenviroscreen/indicators/diesel4-02.pdf (DPM).

2 Noise Sources and Their Effects,

https://www.chem.purdue.edu/chemsafety/Training/PPETrain/dblevels.htm (a diesel truck
moving 40 miles per hour, 50 feet away, produces 84 decibels of sound).
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Updated September 2022

pressure than the last. For example, 70 dBA is ten times more sound pressure
than 60 dBA.

Disclosing and considering the significance of short-term noise levels associated
with all aspects of project operation (i.e. both on-site noise generation and off-site
truck noise). Considering only average noise levels may mask noise impacts
sensitive receptors would consider significant—for example, the repeated but
short-lived passing of individual trucks or loading activities at night.

Examples of measures to mitigate noise impacts include:

Constructing physical, structural, or vegetative noise barriers on and/or off the
project site.

Planning and enforcing truck routes that avoid passing sensitive receptors.
Locating or parking all stationary construction equipment as far from sensitive
receptors as possible, and directing emitted noise away from sensitive receptors.
Verifying that construction equipment has properly operating and maintained
mufflers.

Requiring all combustion-powered construction equipment to be surrounded by a
noise protection barrier

Limiting operation hours to daytime hours on weekdays.

Paving roads where truck traffic is anticipated with low noise asphalt.

Orienting any public address systems onsite away from sensitive receptors and
setting system volume at a level not readily audible past the property line.

VII. Traffic Impacts Analysis and Mitigation

Warehouse facilities inevitably bring truck and passenger car traffic. Truck traffic can
present substantial safety issues. Collisions with heavy-duty trucks are especially dangerous for
passenger cars, motorcycles, bicycles, and pedestrians. These concerns can be even greater if
truck traffic passes through residential areas, school zones, or other places where pedestrians are
common and extra caution is warranted.

Examples of measures to mitigate traffic impacts include:

Designing, clearly marking, and enforcing truck routes that keep trucks out of
residential neighborhoods and away from other sensitive receptors.

Installing signs in residential areas noting that truck and employee parking is
prohibited.

Requiring preparation and approval of a truck routing plan describing the
facility’s hours of operation, types of items to be stored, and truck routing to and
from the facility to designated truck routes that avoids passing sensitive receptors.
The plan should include measures for preventing truck queuing, circling,
stopping, and parking on public streets, such as signage, pavement markings, and
queuing analysis and enforcement. The plan should hold facility operators
responsible for violations of the truck routing plan, and a revised plan should be
required from any new tenant that occupies the property before a business license

11
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is issued. The approving agency should retain discretion to determine if changes
to the plan are necessary, including any additional measures to alleviate truck
routing and parking issues that may arise during the life of the facility.
Constructing new or improved transit stops, sidewalks, bicycle lanes, and
crosswalks, with special attention to ensuring safe routes to schools.

Consulting with the local public transit agency and securing increased public
transit service to the project area.

Designating areas for employee pickup and drop-off.

Implementing traffic control and safety measures, such as speed bumps, speed
limits, or new traffic signs or signals.

Placing facility entry and exit points on major streets that do not have adjacent
sensitive receptors.

Restricting the turns trucks can make entering and exiting the facility to route
trucks away from sensitive receptors.

Constructing roadway improvements to improve traffic flow.

Preparing a construction traffic control plan prior to grading, detailing the
locations of equipment staging areas, material stockpiles, proposed road closures,
and hours of construction operations, and designing the plan to minimize impacts
to roads frequented by passenger cars, pedestrians, bicyclists, and other non-truck
traffic.

VIII.  Other Significant Environmental Impacts Analysis and Mitigation

Warehouse projects may result in significant environmental impacts to other resources,
such as to aesthetics, cultural resources, energy, geology, or hazardous materials. All significant
adverse environmental impacts must be evaluated, disclosed and mitigated to the extent feasible
under CEQA. Examples of best practices and mitigation measures to reduce environmental
impacts that do not fall under any of the above categories include:

Appointing a compliance officer who is responsible for implementing all
mitigation measures, and providing contact information for the compliance officer
to the lead agency, to be updated annually.

Creating a fund to mitigate impacts on affected residents, schools, places of
worship, and other community institutions by retrofitting their property. For
example, retaining a contractor to retrofit/install HVAC and/or air filtration
systems, doors, dual-paned windows, and sound- and vibration-deadening
insulation and curtains.

Sweeping surrounding streets on a daily basis during construction to remove any
construction-related debris and dirt.

Directing all lighting at the facility into the interior of the site.

Using full cut-off light shields and/or anti-glare lighting.

Requiring submission of a property maintenance program for agency review and
approval providing for the regular maintenance of all building structures,
landscaping, and paved surfaces.

Using cool pavement to reduce heat island effects.

12
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e Planting trees in parking areas to provide at least 35% shade cover of parking
areas within fifteen years to reduce heat island impacts.
Using light colored roofing materials with a solar reflective index of 78 or greater.
Including on-site amenities, such as a truck operator lounge with restrooms,
vending machines, and air conditioning, to reduce the need for truck operators to
idle or travel offsite.

e Designing skylights to provide natural light to interior worker areas.
Installing climate control and air filtration in the warehouse facility to promote
worker well-being.

IX. Conclusion

California’s world-class economy, ports, and transportation network position it at the
center of the e-commerce and logistics industry boom. At the same time, California is a global
leader in environmental protection and environmentally just development. The guidance in this
document furthers these dual strengths, ensuring that all can access the benefits of economic
development. The Bureau will continue to monitor proposed projects for compliance with
CEQA and other laws. Lead agencies, developers, community advocates, and other interested
parties should feel free to reach out to us as they consider how to guide warehouse development
in their area.

Please do not hesitate to contact the Environmental Justice Bureau at ej@doj.ca.gov if
you have any questions.
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From: Evelyn Ballesteros <eballesteros@dpw.lacounty.gov>

Sent: Monday, March 3, 2025 4:57 PM

To: Brenda Magana <bmagana@cityofpalmdaleca.gov>; Kathy Inman <kinman@cityofpalmdaleca.gov>

Cc: Aracely Jaramillo <AlJaramillo@dpw.lacounty.gov>; Rasta Naderi <rnaderi@dpw.lacounty.gov>; Justin Duong
<JDuong@dpw.lacounty.gov>; Yesenia Cardenas <YCardenas@dpw.lacounty.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: Notice of Preparation - TPM 84510 and SPR 24-0021 (Pacific Palmdale) 34-424

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization.

Good afternoon Brenda,

The Los Angeles County Waterworks Districts received a Notice of Preparation (NOP) of a Draft
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Pacific Palmdale, Tentative Parcel Map No. 84510. The
following comments are provided for your consideration:

Water Supply

Considering the unpredictable nature of water supply and potential challenges during periods of
drought, the DEIR should include discussion of water supply sources and availability. Project demand
and impacts to water supply shall be evaluated.

Water Infrastructure and Service Delivery

The District anticipates needing significant improvements such as the construction of a water storage
tank, pump station, transmission mains, groundwater well, distribution water mains, and water pressure
regulating stations at the developer's expense, to supply domestic demand and meet the Fire
Department’s fire flow requirements. The project owner should coordinate with Los Angeles County
Waterworks District 40, Antelope Valley, and address impacts of new water infrastructure to be
constructed as a condition of water service as part of the DEIR.

We look forward to receipt of the DEIR for review and comment. If you have any questions, please let
us know.

Thank you,

Evelyn Ballesteros, PE

Civil Engineer

Los Angeles County Public Works
(626)300-4681



From: Godfrey Wachira <godfrey@creedla.com>

Sent: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 12:56 PM

To: Brenda Magana <bmagana@cityofpalmdaleca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NOP Comments- Pacific Palmdale Project

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization.

Ms. Magana,

My apologies for the late submittal as | did not get this out to you yesterday as intended.

On behalf of CREED LA, attached please find our comments on the proposed Pacific Palmdale project.
Again, | apology for the late submittal.

Wishing you a nice day,

Sincerely
Godfrey
CREED LA



CREEDL ATy

3/4/2025

Brenda Magana, Planning Manager
City of Palmdale
38250 Sierra Highway

Palmdale, CA 93550
Email: bmagana@cityofpalmdale.org

RE: NOP Comments for Pacific Palmdale Project
Dear Ms. Magana,

On behalf of The Coalition for Responsible Equitable Economic Development ("CREED LA")
thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for
environmental review of the Pacific Palmdale Project (the “Project”). The Project includes the
construction and operation of one approximately 1million square foot industrial building and
associated site improvements.

The goal of an EIR is to provide decisionmakers and the public with detailed information
about the effects of a proposed project on the environment, how significant impacts will be
minimized and alternatives to the project. We, therefore, respectfully request a complete
analysis of all identified impacts, imposition of all feasible mitigation and study of a
reasonable range of alternatives.

In addition, we wish to provide the following comments:

Since the informational sufficiency of an EIR should be at the heart of its preparation, we ask
the City to consider the following requests:

Industrial Uses: The City, as lead agency, must make certain assumptions regarding the type
and mix of light industrial uses that would likely occupy the proposed building. The DEIR
should reflect a good faith effort at full disclosure by including as much information on the
nature of operations as can be reasonably obtained. If such information is unavailable, the
City should study a reasonable worst-case scenario (i.e., most impactful) so that a broad and
diverse range of environmental impacts are included in the analysis.

Public Health: The DEIR should also make all efforts to minimize air quality effects and likely
health consequences to the greatest extent possible. In addition, we urge the City to adopt
quantitative thresholds that embody climate change's existential threat to humankind to
determine the significance of the Project’'s GHG emissions.



Mitigation Measures: Finally, we encourage the City to incorporate modern technology in the
mitigation measures and ensure that the measures are effective and enforceable. A
Statement of Overriding Considerations should be considered only after ALL feasible
mitigation measures are included in the MMRP.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit NOP comments. Again, CARE CA respectfully
requests full analysis of the environmental impacts, feasible mitigation, and reasonable
alternatives to the Project.

Sincerely,

W

Jeff Modrzejewski
Executive Director



