mcmorandum

DATE: February 14, 2025
TO: Justin Rappel, Acquisitions Manager, Pacific Industrial
FROM: Sandipan Bhattacharjee, PE, TE, AICP, ENV SP

tra HS!U’CiOHS SUBJECT: Pacific Paimdale Center - VMT Analysis

the tmnspod’zitfo n solutions company. .

Translutions, Inc. (Translutions) is pleased to provide this memorandum discussing the Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) evaluation for
the proposed industrial development to be located at the northwest corner of Rancho Vista Boulevard and Sierra Highway in the City
of Palmdale. This report is intended to satisfy the requirements for a VMT analysis established by the City as well as the requirements
for the disclosure of potential impacts and mitigation measures per the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed project includes 1,000,000 square feet of High-Cube Warehouse. Access to the project will be through Rancho Vista
Boulevard, Division Street and on Avenue O-12.

BACKGROUND AND GUIDANCE

Senate Bill 743 (SB-743), which was codified in Public Resources Code section 21099, was signed by the Governor in 2013 and
directed the Governor’'s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) to identify alternative metrics for evaluating transportation impacts
under CEQA. Pursuant to Section 21099, the criteria for determining the significance of transportation impacts must “promote the
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, the development of multimodal transportation networks, and a diversity of land uses.” Recently
adopted changes to the CEQA Guidelines in response to Section 21099 include a new section (15064.3) that specifies that Vehicle
Miles Traveled (VMT) is the most appropriate measure of transportation impacts. A separate Technical Advisory issued by OPR
provides additional technical details on calculating VMT and assessing transportation impacts for various types of projects.

The City of Palmdale has prepared and adopted the Analyzing Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) for CEQA Compliance - SB 743 VMT
Implementation Guidelines for the City of Palmdale (Guidelines) in May 2024 to address changes to CEQA pursuant to SB-743 to
include VMT analysis methodology, screening tools, and VMT thresholds.

VMT SCREENING

The City has also implemented a screening tool to evaluate if projects screen out of requiring a VMT analysis, with a presumption of
less than significant impacts. The City conducted an evaluation of the proposed project using the City's TREDLite platform and
determined that the project screens out of a VMT analysis since it falls in a low VMT area. The TREDLite output is included in Attachment
A.

DETAILED VMT ANALYSIS

Although the project screens out of a VMT analysis based on the TREDLite platform, Translutions was requested to conduct a detailed
analysis for the proposed project for informational purposes, and to determine if a full analysis would result in significant impacts in
spite of the screening tool showing a less than significant impact.

Analysis Methodology. This analysis was conducted based on the City’s Guidelines. The analysis was conducted using the City’s
General Plan Model which is based on the SCAG Regional Transportation Plan Model. This is also the basis of the TREDLite platform
and the City’s thresholds. The potential employment generated by the project was calculated using rates for Transportation and
Warehousing, and Manufacturing from the SCAG Sustainable Communities Strategy Technical Report (September 3, 2020). The land
use category ‘Transportation and Warehousing' would yield one employee per 1,700 square feet. This results in 588 employees for the
proposed project.
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The City’s Guidelines require the use of “Work VMT per Employee” as the metric to evaluate transportation impacts for industrial
projects. Work VMT specifically applies to commute trips as represented by the home-based work trip attractions in the City’'s General
Plan Travel Demand Model. The City has adopted a threshold of 4% below existing North Los Angeles County average VMT per
employee, which, based on the Guidelines, is 18.2 Work VMT/Employee.

Analysis Findings. The findings of the analysis are shown on Table A.

Table A: Project Generated VMT

Project Generated VMT Threshold
Total Employment 588
Total Homebased Work (HBW) VMT 6,804
VMT per Employee 11.6 15.81/18.21

As seen above, the project generated Work VMT per Employee is less than the threshold. Therefore, the project impacts are considered
to be less than significant.

CONCLUSION

Based on the above analysis, the project’s impacts are considered to be less than significant.

! The TREDLite tool lists a threshold of 15.81 VMT/Employee which is lower than the threshold of 18.2 listed on the Guidelines.
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Model Outputs

Pacific Palmdale Center
TOT_EMP
Internal_Sequence_TAZ
HBW_A_VMT
HB_P_VMT
TOT_P_VMT
TOT_A_VMT

Tot HBP_VMT
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TotOD_VMT
Tot_SerPop

VMT/Cap
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PAVMT/Serpop
ODVMT/Serpop
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0
672.02155
8305.5801

6,804
8,978
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15.3



