DRAFT
INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Ponto Sewer Manhole
Rehabilitation Project

PROJECT NO. SDP2024-0014, CDP2024-0019, HMP2024-0007 (PUB2022-0007)

(city of
Carlsbad

LEAD AGENCY:

City of Carlsbad
1635 Faraday Avenue
Carlsbad, California 92008
Contact: Eric Lardy
442.339.2712

January 2025



TABLE OF CONTENTS

1. PROJECT NAME: ...t s 1
2. 0|0 I 1
3. LEAD AGENCY: ...t s 1
4. PROJECT APPLICANT : ...ttt e 1
5. LEAD AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:.......coooiiiiiirii s 1
6. PROJECT LOCATION:......ootiiii ettt s s 1
7. GENERAL PLAN LAND USE DESIGNATION: ......cciiiiiiitriicie s 1
8. 70 ]\ 111 OO 1
9. PROJECT DESCRIPTION: ...ttt 1
10 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING/SURROUNDING LAND USES...........cocoonirtirire e 3
11. OTHER REQUIRED AGENCY APPROVALS ........oo o 4
12. CALIFORNIA NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES CONSULTATION: .......coioiiiiiiriree s 4
13. PREVIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION: ..ot 5
14, SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: .......cccconiriiieneneneeneseees 5
15 PREPARATION: ...ttt a e n s 5
16 DETERMINATION: ...t s s s 6
17 ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION- ..o 6
18. APPLICANT CONCURRENCE WITH MITIGATION MEASURES.:............ccooiiieeces 6
19. EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: ..ot 7
l. AESTHETICS ... s 17
1. AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTRY RESOURCES™ .......ccioiieiririeeese s 22
. AIR QUALITY ™ 1 b 23
V. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES........oooicii s 32
V. CULTURAL RESOURCES ...t 68
VI ENERGY . s 78
VIL. GEOLOGY AND SOILS ...t s 80
VIIL GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS. ... 85
IX. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS ... s 87
X. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY ... 91
Xl. LAND USE AND PLANNING ...ttt 98
XIL. MINERAL RESOURCES ...t s 103
XIIl. NOISE . 104

January 2025

-i- Initial Study



Project Name: Ponto Sewer Manhole Rehabilitation Project
Project No: SDP2024-0014, CDP2024-0019, HMP2024-0007

XIV. POPULATION AND HOUSING ..coeiceeeeeeceieeeeceeesecseeeseeseeeessneeesessneeesesnseesssssseessanssessasnssessanns 109
XV. PUBLIC SERVICES ... e ceceie e ecctee s ete s s eee e s st e e s e e e e s e s sne e e s e s na e e senseessenneeasannseessnnsneesanns 110
XVI. 0 o AN I 111
XVII.  TRANSPORTATION ..ot iiee e ie e et e s e ctee s et e e se et e s e e e s e s aaeeseenseeesenseeseennseesannnneesnnnsnnenanns 112
XVIIl.  TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURGCES......cccoeieeuirerrtrnieseeseeseessessesesseessessesssessessessesssessessssnssssenses 114
XIX. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS ....uticireeteriesie e sesseesse s seeseesse e s seesse e sseessessessesssnnsas 117
XX. WILDFIRE....ccteetete st etete st st st e ste s st e e s a s e s e e e e s se e e e e e e s sesae e e e e e saesaeaneesensesneaneanes 120
XXI. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE ......ooieeeeeereeriercestesee e sesee e essae e ssee e 122
20. LIST OF MITIGATION MEASURES. .......cccicerieiriteniesesscesee e see s e see e seesse s e assessesseesaessessesneansens 123
21 EARLIER ANALYSIS USED AND SUPPORTING INFORMATION SOURCES.........cccccoevervirnerercriennens 128
APPENDICES
A Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions Analysis from Nicholas Lorenzen, Air Resource
Specialist, Dudek, dated March 11, 2024
B Memorandum Regarding Biological Resources Report for the Ponto Sewer Manhole Rehabilitation
Project from Rosanne Humphrey, Senior Program Manager, Habitat Management Division, City of
Carlsbad, dated September 18, 2024
C Cultural Resources Survey Report from Makayla Murillo, Keshia Montifolca, Brad Comeau, and
Micah Hale, Archeologist, Dudek, dated November 21, 2023
D Construction Noise and Vibration Assessment from Connor Burke, Environmental Acoustician,
Dudek, dated July 10, 2023
FIGURES
1 (o FoT1=To1 f Mo Tor=1 i (o] o IR PP PP PP PTUPUPPPN 9
2a Project Site Jurisdictional BOUNAArI@S.....cccuuviiiiiiieeiiiiee ettt et e s sre e e snre e e e e 10
2b [ o [=Tot A R UP PSRNt 11
3 Manhole Rehabilitation — Typical Section and Detail ...........cceeeciieeieciiie e 12
4 Manhole Frame and Cover Typical SECLIONS .........viiiiiiieeeccieee et ere e et eectre e e e eare e e e eanes 13
5 Ty AT oY= == T =] 0 1= o PPN 14
6 Poinsettia Station Vernal POOI PreServe ...ttt sttt s 15
7 California Coastal Commission Appeal and Permit Jurisdiction ........ccccccveeiiciieeicciiee e, 16
8a Vegetation COMMUNITIES ..cccvii i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eseeaeaeasanas 35
8b Vegetation COMMUNITIES ...ccoc e e 36
9a Vernal POol SPECIES 2023 ... ... iiiiiee ettt e e e e eetrre e e e e e s e et e e e e e e e e essasteeeeeeeeeeanrrtaeeeaeeeeeannrrnes 38
9b Vernal POol SPECIES 2023 ..... ... iiiiiee ettt e e e e e et ree e e e e s e et e e e e e e s eseaanteeeeeaeeeeanbataaaeaeaeeeannnrnes 39
10a IMPACES 1O AQUATIC RESOUICES...cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeee e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeseseseseseseeeseseeeseeseeene 41
10b IMPACES TO AQUATIC RESOUICES...cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e reeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseseseseseseseseseseeeeeeeeeene 42
10c IMPACES TO AQUATIC RESOUICES...cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e reeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseseseseseseseseseseeeeeeeeeene 43

January 2025 -ii- Initial Study



Project Name: Ponto Sewer Manhole Rehabilitation Project
Project No: SDP2024-0014, CDP2024-0019, HMP2024-0007

11a Biological RESOUICES IMPACES...ictiiiiieiiiee ittt see e e s s bae e e s sbte e e s sbaeeessbaeeeesanes 54
11b Biological RESOUICES IMPACES...icviiiiiiiiiie ittt et e e s sbae e e s sbae e e s sbeeeessbaeeeesanes 55
11c Biological RESOUICES IMPACES..ciitiiiiieiiiie ittt ettt e e st e e s sbee e e s sbae e e s sbeeeessraeaeesanes 56
11d Biological RESOUICES IMPACES...cuviiiiiiiiiieiiee ettt ettt e et s e e s rbe e e sate e sbee e saaeesateesaneesnbeeenns 57
1le Biological RESOUICES IMPACES...cuviiiiiiiiiieiiee ettt ettt e et se e s rbe e e sate e sbae e saaeesabeesnbeeesabeeenes 58
11f Biological RESOUICES IMPACES...cuviiiiiieiiie ettt ettt et e sbe e s ste e e saee e sbaeesaaeesateesaeeesabeeenn 59
11g Biological RESOUICES IMPACES...ictiiiiieiiiee ittt ettt e e sree e e s s bae e e s sbte e e s sbeeeessseeeessanes 60
11h Biological RESOUICES IMPACES ...icviiiiieiiiie ittt sttt e e sbee e e s s bae e e s sbte e e s sabeeeesssaaaeesanes 61
TABLES
1 Construction SCENATIO ASSUMIPEIONS ... e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeens 27
2 Estimated Maximum Daily Construction Criteria Air Pollutant Emissions ........ccccccceeeevivvveeeeeeenn. 27
3 Vegetation Communities within the Project Sit€ (ACres) ......cccvueeeceeeiieeciee e 34
4 Special Status Species Identified within the Project Site......ccccccveeeeeecciiiieeee e, 37
5 Summary of Potentially Jurisdictional Aquatic Resources Occurring within the

21T o] fo Y= Tor | Iy U Lo LY Y- ISR UUPRN 40
6 Special Status Plant Species within the Project Sit€ ........ooocviiveeii e 49
7 Special-Status Wildlife Species within the Project Site.......ccccueeeeeiiiee e 50
8 Temporary Impacts to Sensitive Vegetation CommuUNItIes ......ccevvviiiiiiiiiieiiieieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeens 53
9 Estimated Annual Construction Greenhouse Gas EMISSIONS........cevceerrieiiieriiien e e erieesiee e 86
10 Measured Baseline Outdoor Ambient NOiSe LEVEIS ......cc.eevveiriiieniieiiiiieieceiee et 105
11 Typical Construction Equipment Maximum Noise LeVels........ccccveeeeiiieeiniiieeeciiee e 107
12 Estimated Distances between Construction Activities and the Nearest Noise-

SENSITIVE RECEPEIOIS . iitiiiiiiiiiiititee ettt ettt et e s e s st e e e e e e s s sssbabeeeeeesssssssrseaaeeessssnnssnns 107
13 Predicted Construction Noise Levels per Activity Phase .......ccceccuveeieiiieeiiiiieeccree e 108

January 2025 -iii- Initial Study



( City of
Initial Study Carlsbad

1. PROJECT NAME: Ponto Sewer Manhole Rehabilitation Project

2. PROJECT NO: SDP2024-0014, CDP2024-0019, HMP2024-0007 (PUB2022-0007)

3. LEAD AGENCY: 4. PROIJECT APPLICANT:
City of Carlsbad City of Carlsbad, Public Works
1635 Faraday Avenue Utilities Department
Carlsbad, California 92008 5950 El Camino Real

Carlsbad, California 92008

5. LEAD AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Eric Lardy, City Planner, 442.339.2600,
eric.lardy@carlsbadca.gov

6. PROJECT LOCATION: The (Project) site is located within the North County Transit District
(NCTD) right-of-way and Waters End Homeowners Association (HOA) conservation easement
located between Avenida Encinas and Poinsettia Lane in the City of Carlsbad (city) (Assessor’s
Parcel Numbers [APNs] 214-150-08, 214-150-11, 214-150-12, and 214-610-58) (Figure 1,
Project Location, and Figure 2a, Project Site Jurisdictional Boundaries). The Project site, defined
by the Project boundary shown in Figure 2b, encompasses a total area of 11.71 acres. Within
the Project site, the area of direct impact, consisting of nine manholes and access areas, covers
a total area of 0.13 acres, while the review area, which includes the area of direct impact plus
a 50-foot surrounding buffer, covers a 3.29-acre area (Figure 2b, Project Site).

7. GENERAL PLAN LAND USE DESIGNATION: Residential, 15-23 units/acre (R-23), Public (P),
Transportation Corridor (TC), Open Space (OS)

8. ZONING: Residential Density-Multiple, Qualified Development Overlay Zone (RD-M-Q),
Transportation Corridor (T-C), Transportation Corridor/Open Space (T-C/0S), Open Space (0OS)

9. PROIJECT DESCRIPTION: The Project consists of cleaning and rehabilitating nine sewer
manholes. These below-grade manholes, which are approximately 50 years old and are
experiencing significant corrosion, are spaced at approximately 400-foot intervals along the
North Ponto Sewer, a 27-inch-diameter vitrified clay pipe (VCP) gravity sewer pipeline. To
address potential leaks and structural failure, the proposed rehabilitation involves pressure
washing the interior of the manholes, repairing internal cracks and wall surfaces, and
installing liners inside the manholes per city sewer rehabilitation standards (Figure 3,
Manhole Rehabilitation — Typical Section and Detail). Additionally, the Project includes
minimal external work, including the replacement of all manhole frames and covers,
replacement of 5-foot-square concrete pads at four of the manhole locations, and new
installation of the concrete pads at the other five manhole locations that currently do not
have pads (Figure 4, Manhole Frame and Cover Typical Sections).

Maintenance and rehabilitation activities are scheduled during the dry season (August 15 to
October 15) to minimize ecological disruption. Maintenance and rehabilitation activities would
require the use of pressure-washing equipment, portable generator(s), and spray lining
equipment; the use of heavy machinery would be prohibited. Any minor excavation will be
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completed using hand tools or small equipment including a portable concrete mixer,
wheelbarrows for hauling materials, and/or a jackhammer for removing concrete pads. During
the work, impacts to the vernal pool habitat will be avoided as much as feasible. Rather than
access the manholes one by one, moving from north to south within the vernal pools, each
manhole will be accessed individually by creating a temporary access pathway perpendicular
to the adjacent sidewalk on the north end and the public trail on the south end. This will
require trimming back the vegetation in a direct path to the manholes (41C-55, 41C-5, 41C-4,
41C-3, and 41A-7); however, this alternative would temporarily impact coastal sage scrub for
the most part, rather than vernal pools. Coastal sage scrub grows back quickly and impacts to
sensitive species could be avoided (see Section IV for more details).

Vegetation within the temporary access routes would require trimming of the entire
aboveground portion, leaving only the stumps and the belowground roots. To minimize
impacts to sensitive habitat, the width of the access pathways will be restricted to no more
than 8 feet wide, for equipment and personnel access. Clean plywood would be placed along
access routes to protect the trimmed vegetation and soil from trampling. After this work is
completed, the contractor would remove the plywood from each manhole worker/vehicle
access area, and all temporarily affected areas would be restored in place to pre-construction
conditions by allowing the trimmed vegetation and cut stumps to resprout. To facilitate this
recovery, the temporary access routes would be seeded with a coastal sage scrub seed mix to
help those areas recover faster, along with a weed control program to control weed invasion
while the vegetation recovers.

After of the rehabilitation Project is complete, as part of the city’s ongoing systemwide sewer
maintenance program, minimal routine maintenance, including inspections and cleanings as
needed, would continue throughout the lifetime of the sewer improvements annually or once
every 2 years, depending on condition of the manholes. Condition assessment includes
evaluating the age of the manhole, its internal condition, and the amount and type of
wastewater flowing through the sewer system. City staff would utilize existing easements to
conduct routine maintenance; the use of heavy equipment would be prohibited. The
temporary access routes established during the construction of the Project would not be
needed or used for routine maintenance.

CONSTRUCTION PHASING AND METHODS

The Project would occur over multiple phases, beginning with an initial inspection and CCTV
video of the existing sewer manholes’ conditions. Subsequent phases would involve the
systematic cleaning and rehabilitation of the manholes, including pressure washing; concrete
grouting; repair of internal cracks, wall surfaces, and bottom (“bench”) of the manholes; and
spray liner installations. External work would include removal and replacement of 3-foot-
diameter frames and covers on top of the underground manholes, removal of aging concrete
pads, and subsequent installation of a 1-foot concrete pad surrounding the manhole frame (5-
foot square). The construction timeline is structured to be completed within 6 to 8 weeks.
Construction activities would occur during the dry season (August 15 through October 15). All
activities would be monitored and inspected daily by the city and vernal pool biologist to
ensure compliance with the city’s regulations and standards protecting the health and safety
of workers, the community, Poinsettia Station Vernal Pool Preserve, and the environment.
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Temporary access to the manholes would be provided via existing sewer easements within
NCTD property and the adjacent pedestrian trail. The city is coordinating with NCTD Real Estate
Administration and has received preliminary approval for direct manhole access and
temporary staging area via a formal submitted project workplan to NCTD through their right-
of-way. NCTD requires city and contractor to obtain NCTD’s Right of Entry permit once a
contractor has been awarded and detailed construction calendar provided to NCTD
approximately 2 months prior to work activity.

The existing 8-ft wide, unpaved pedestrian trail along the eastern side of the Project would be
utilized to access 5 southern manholes. This trail is located on the east side of the railroad
tracks trail and does not lead to beach access. The city is coordinating with the Water End
Homeowners Association property management company for access and use of the trail. The
HOA has presented this request to their Board of Directors and similarly provided approval
upon contractor selection and construction calendar being provided. The city and HOA signed
a formal authorization through a Right of Entry Authorization letter agreement.

Construction activity and temporary trail closure notification will be provided by the city to
trail users via the city’s website and onsite signage posted two weeks in advance of work
activity. The existing trail along the eastern boundary of the Project will be temporarily closed
during construction hours on weekdays. However, construction equipment will be removed
from the site daily. This closure is necessary because construction worker, equipment and
vehicles will need to access manholes directly from the trail, potentially leaving insufficient
space for pedestrian passage. The trail will remain open during regularly scheduled
maintenance inspections that occur after the rehabilitation project.

Contractor parking and daily/temporary equipment staging is proposed in a small area
(approximately two parking stalls) in the NCTD parking lot at the north end of the project area.
Daily/Temporary parking and staging may also occur at the City of Carlsbad Sand Shell sewer
lift station located at the southern end of the project at 613 Sand Shell Ave (APN No. 214-611-
530-00). Staging is expected to consist of daily material and equipment to be removed at the
end of the construction day. Should overnight storage of and material or equipment be
necessary, the city’s Sand Shell Lift Station with fencing and locked gate could be provided to
the contractor. Further specifics of staging and storage would be included in the project
contract documents, including requirement for removal of all materials and cleanup of the
area upon project completion.

10. ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING/SURROUNDING LAND USES: The 11.71-acre Project site, which
includes the entire area within the Project boundary, is located within the NCTD’s railroad
right-of-way and Waters End HOA conservation easement located between Avenida Encinas
and Poinsettia Lane in the City of Carlsbad (APNs 214-150-08, 214-150-11, 214-150-12, and
214-610-58) (Figures 1 and 2a). The Project site is bounded to the north by Avenida Encinas,
to the south by Poinsettia Lane, to the west by the NCTD railway and Carlsbad Poinsettia
Transit Station platforms, and to the east by residential development, a walking trail, and
transit station restrooms and parking. The Project is located within and adjacent to the
Poinsettia Station Vernal Pool Preserve (Poinsettia Preserve).

The North Ponto Sewer Interceptor and manholes are within a 15-foot-wide sewer easement
(No. 63802) established in 1973 within the NCTD right-of-way (Recorded Doc. 73-240995). An
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additional 20-foot-wide sewer and 8-foot-wide access easements (No. 40146 and No. 40145)
are located at the southern end of the Project site for access to the facilities. In addition to
these utility easements, San Diego Gas & Electric Company also has an underground high-
pressure gas line located within an easement in this NCTD right-of-way (Figure 5, Existing
Easements). The pipeline is located approximately 80 to 100 feet east of the railroad tracks
and generally parallels the tracks for approximately 2,825 linear feet from Poinsettia Lane to
Avenida Encinas. The Project manholes are spaced along the sewer pipeline at approximate
400-foot intervals (Figure 2b). The facilities are located at depths ranging from 7 to 15 feet
below grade.

A conservation easement to protect vegetation and wildlife species in this area was
established in 1994 over 2.8 acres of habitat within the NCTD-owned land known as the
Poinsettia Preserve (Figure 6, Poinsettia Station Vernal Pool Preserve). Poinsettia Preserve was
resurveyed in 2017 and the boundary adjusted to include 4.6 acres. In 2004, the developer for
the Waters End residential development located adjacent to Poinsettia Station, was required
to restore a 3.3-acre area adjacent to the NCTD-owned vernal pool area to protect a portion
of the vernal pool watershed. The combined 7.9 acres is protected under the city’s Habitat
Management Plan (HMP) specifically to preserve and protect the vegetative and wildlife
species identified in the Poinsettia Preserve. A thin strip of land vegetated with coastal sage
scrub along an adjacent HOA-maintained public trail was not included in this conservation
easement to allow for trail maintenance and access to the existing sewer line manholes.

Additionally, APN 214-610-58 (see Figure 2a) is located within the Poinsettia Properties
Specific Plan, SP 210(A). The Project site contains existing sewer easements; the sewer line is
located within a designated Existing Hardline, and subject to the city’s HMP (please refer to
Section IV under Evaluation of Environmental Impacts). All projects within the Coastal Zone
are required to comply with HMP Coastal Zone Standards 7-1 through 7-14 (HMP Section D).
Further, the Project site is located within the Coastal Zone, approximately 1 mile north of the
Batiquitos Lagoon and approximately 0.25 miles east of the Pacific Ocean, and is subject to the
Mello Il Segment of the city’s Local Coastal Program (LCP). The city’s LCP outlines regulations
to address resources such as public access to the coast, environmentally sensitive habitat,
water quality, and coastal hazards (City of Carlsbad 2019). Portions of the Project site are
located within the appeal jurisdiction of the California Coastal Commission (CCC) (Figure 7,
California Coastal Commission Appeal and Permit Jurisdiction); therefore, the city’s decision
on the Project’s Coastal Development Permit (CDP) can be appealed to the CCC.

11. OTHER REQUIRED AGENCY APPROVALS (e.g., permits, financing approval or participation
agreements): The Project would require a CDP, a Site Development Permit (SDP), and an HMP
Permit from the city.

12. CALIFORNIA NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES CONSULTATION:

a. Have California Native American Tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the project
area requested consultation pursuant to public resources code section 21080.3.1?

Yes 1 No
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b. If so, is there a plan for consultation that includes, for example, the determination of
significance of impacts to tribal cultural resources, procedures regarding confidentiality, etc.?

Yes ] No

13. PREVIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION: N/A

14. SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: The summary of
environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving
at least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact,” or “Less Than Significant with
Mitigation Incorporated” as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.

[J Aesthetics [J Greenhouse Gas
Emissions

[J Agriculture & Forestry O Hazards/Hazardous

Resources Materials

] Air Quality [0 Hydrology/Water Quality

Biological Resources 1 Land Use & Planning

Cultural Resources [0 Mineral Resources

[J Energy O Noise

[J Geology/Soils [0 Population & Housing

a

O

X 0 0 x O

Public Services

Recreation

Transportation

Tribal Cultural Resources
Utilities/Service Systems
Wildfire

Mandatory Findings of

Significance

15. PREPARATION: The Initial Study for the subject project was prepared by:

Vanessa Scheidel, Project Manager, Dudek

Date

January 2025

Initial Study



16.

17.

Project Name: Ponto Sewer Manhole Rehabilitation Project
Project No: SDP2024-0014, CDP2024-0019, HMP2024-0007

DETERMINATION: (to be completed by Lead Agency)
On the basis of this initial evaluation:

| find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and
a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
there will not be a significant effect in this case because the mitigation measures described
herein have been added to the project. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will
be prepared.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact(s)” on the
environment, but at least one potentially significant impact 1) has been adequately analyzed
in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by
mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described herein. An ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
there WILL NOT be a significant effect in this case because all potentially significant effects (a)
have been analyzed adequately in an earlier ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT or NEGATIVE
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards and (b) have been avoided or mitigated
pursuant to that earlier ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT or NEGATIVE DECLARATION,
including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project.
Therefore, nothing further is required.

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: The initial study for this project has been reviewed
and the environmental determination, indicated above, is hereby approved.

Eric Lardy, City Planner Date

18.

APPLICANT CONCURRENCE WITH MITIGATION MEASURES: This is to certify that | have
reviewed the mitigation measures in the Initial Study and concur with the addition of these
measures to the project.

Signature Date

Print Name
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19. EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

1. A brief explanation is required for all answers except “No Impact” answers that are adequately
supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each
qguestion. A “No Impact” answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources
show that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one involved (e.g., the project falls
outside a fault rupture zone). A “No Impact” answer should be explained where it is based on
project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g., the project will not expose sensitive
receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis).

2. All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site,
cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as
operational impacts.

3. Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the
checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant
with mitigation, or less than significant. “Potentially Significant Impact” is appropriate if there is
substantial evidence that an effect may be significant. If there are one or more “Potentially
Significant Impact” entries when the determination is made, an EIR is required.

4. “Lessthan Significant with Mitigation Incorporated” applies where the incorporation of mitigation
measures has reduced an effect from “Potentially Significant Impact” to a “Less Than Significant
Impact.” The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how they
reduce the effect to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from “Earlier Analyses,” as
described in (5) below, may be cross-referenced).

5. Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process,
an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration. Section
15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the following:

a. Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.

b. Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were
within the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to
applicable legal standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by mitigation
measures based on the earlier analysis.

c. Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures
Incorporated," describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined
from the earlier document and the extent to which they address site-specific conditions
for the project.

6. Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources
for potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared
or outside document should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where
the statement is substantiated.

7. Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or
individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion.

January 2025 -7- Initial Study



Project Name: Ponto Sewer Manhole Rehabilitation Project
Project No: SDP2024-0014, CDP2024-0019, HMP2024-0007

8. The explanation of each issue should identify:
a. The significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and
b. The mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significant.

9. Tribal consultation, if requested as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1, must
begin prior to release of a negative declaration, mitigated negative declaration, or environmental
impact report for a project. Information provided through tribal consultation may inform the lead
agency’s assessment as to whether tribal cultural resources are present, and the significance of
any potential impacts to such resources. Prior to beginning consultation, lead agencies may
request information from the Native American Heritage Commission regarding its Sacred Lands
File, per Public Resources Code sections 5097.9 and 5097.94, as well as the California Historical
Resources Information System administered by the California Office of Historic Preservation.

January 2025 -8- Initial Study



== } Palm Sprinﬁs La Quinta
P Menifee 1 m,/J
Riverside

Temecula Count y

Imperial r
Beach y "
L L
!
\
, NI
\ \ AN
\ A
\ \\ \\ \_\‘\
e
N\ ! \‘ \ 1\
\ \I 'l
a. \ N
\ LT |
N\ \, \\ \
i i
\ f
= |
\ 5
\ )
|\ :
p \
\ \
, \
‘I. (
\ \
\ .'\
\ \
\ A\
\‘.‘ "
\ \
- ‘\
3 :
L 4 \
Q
\ c
\ ‘.‘
: e
.IH ﬁ
I“.
3 Project Boundary \
SOURCE: USGS 7.5-Minute Series Encinitias Quadrangles FIGURE 1

Project Location

D U D E K 6 . - 2 et Poinsettia Manhole Repair Project




NTCD
214-150-08-00

' gk .

A ]
\ \ |

L .
e 3 r ‘(-\ ~ \ WATERS END HOA
A WY 214-610-58-00
A W

[ City of Carlsbad Sewer
Easement

[ NTCD 214-150-11-00
== NTCD 214-150-12-00

WATERS END HOA
=

214-610-58-00 e AR : W , s _ el | g |
(=) NTCD 214-150-08-00 [+ } o\ i \ ‘1 5 _— T Y\ (
- " 1\ \ . [ . . L 3 -
Temporary Access 3 } 1 \ : ; e : ""ﬁ—" e A
- Pathways to Manholes | Sl | (LD S 2 " f/ \
i <& 5 ) 5 - i 4 ‘r\ ) ¥
Pl A s § A 2 LSRR s Al WNTT e T

0 50 100

ENTISMND

ask2\MAPDOCIDC

cts\j1387800\

Proj

SOURCE: City of Carlshad FIGURE 2a

Project Site Jurisdictional Boundaries

D U D E I( Poinsettia Manhole Repair Project




233 Project Boundary
{_7} Review Area (50-FT) |
[ Area of Direct Impact

© Existing Gates

SOURCE: SANGIS 2023, 2024 FIGURE 2b

Project Site

D U D E K 6 \ = et Poinsettia Manhole Repair Project




EX STANDARD CAST IRON

EX PAVEMENT OR

MANHOLE
FRAME & COVER — SEE DWG.
NO. S4.

FINISH GRADE.
12

]

12" WIDE X 6" THICK

CONCRETE COLLAR,
CLASS 560-C-3250

DIA.

WITH 3" ASPHALT
CONCRETE OVERLAY
(TYPICAL).

PER PLAN

INSTALL MANHOLE

2 g — 3
Ly« 4 | 6 T

EX MANHOLE TO REMAIN

INJECTION GROU

T AT JOINT (TYP)

LINER (TYP)

VARIABLE

RSO R, Pabare
DIA. PER PLAN \
l _>A~l CONNECTION
DETAIL
SEE BELOW &
SEE NOTE 8

MANHOLE
PROFILE

MIN. SLOPE

BYPASS SEWER FLOWS AS
NEEDED TO REBUILD AND LINE
BENCH AND CHANNEL

WIDTH SHALL EQUAL
INSIDE DIA. OF PIPE.

..

INVERT
GRADE
MIN. DEPTH
EX PIPE = PIPE DIA.
TO REMAIN

SECTION A-A

CEMENTITOUS REPAIR
RESURFACING MATERIAL TO
REBUILD/REPAIR BENCH AS
NEEDED (TYPICAL).

NOTES:

1. MANHOLE REHABILITATION SHALL BE IN ACCORDANCE
WITH STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS FOR PUBLIC WORKS

CONSTRUCTION (GREENBOOK) SECTION 502.

CLEAN, INSPECT, PRESSURE WASH ALL INTERIOR
SURFACES OF MANHOLE.

STOP ACTIVE INFILTRATION INTO MANHOLE BY INJECTION
GROUTING.

REPAIR AND RESURFACE INTERIOR WITH CEMENTITIOUS
MATERIAL TO REBUILD TO WITHIN ONE—HALF INCH OF
THE NOMINAL INSIDE DIAMETER OF MANHOLE.

INSTALL EPOXY LINING SYSTEM, RAVEN 405 OR
APPROVED EQUAL, ON ALL INTERIOR SURFACE WALLS,
BENCH AND CHANNEL IN ACCORDANCE WITH
GREENBOOK SECTION 502—5.4. LINING SYSTEM SHALL
BE APPROVED BY THE CITY ENGINEER AND SUBJECT TO
SPECIAL INSPECTION.

INSTALL TERMINATION POINTS PER SPECIFICATIONS AT
THE MANHOLE FRAME AND CHIMNEY JOINT, 17 BELOW
NORMAL FLOW LEVELS AT THE BENCH, AND A MIN. 1"
INTERFACING WITHIN EACH PIPE PENETRATION.

FIELD VERIFY EXISTING MANHOLE CONFIGURATION,
MATERIAL, DIMENSIONS AND ELEVATIONS PRIOR TO
ORDERING SUPPLIES FOR LINING OPERATION, AS
APPROVED BY THE CITY ENGINEER.

DETAIL SHOWN IS FOR FUTURE BREAK—IN CONNECTION
— APPROVAL REQ'D.

RUBBER
GASKET

r

12

CAST IN PIPE TO MANHOLE
CONNECTOR

POLYMER CONCRETE
GROUT

3
-

..

— PVC PIPE

PIPE TO MANHOLE
CONNECTION DETAIL

NOT TO SCALE

MANHOLE
BASE

SOURCE: City of Carlsbad, 04-29-2022

DUDEK

FIGURE 3

Manhole Rehabilitation - Typical Section and Detail
Poinsettia Manhole Repair Project




HALF PLAN
FRAME & COVER

INNER COVER

T\ SEE DETAL

| 5/8" 38 1/8"D
39 3/4°D | 24D |58
[—————————————

38 5/8'D [24D /%
e s/em 22D 3¢
1|38 3/8°

=
I il 1Y V

1 3/8"MIN.
1 5/8"MIN.

y 1/8"=

INNER COVER
TOP SIDE

3/4"

1/4"
7/16' 1/2" 1/8"

]

DETAIL *

6"y | ] @Au Y
" 4| 36"D o ,4,1 11/1842
1/4” CHAMFER -
26"D
26 1/2D '

HALF SECTION
FRAME & COVER

NOTES:

1. WEIGHTS:
INNER COVER =155 LBS.
OUTER COVER =300 LBS.
FRAME =330 LBS.
2. MATERIAL: CAST IRON.
3. MACHINE SEATS TO PREVENT NOISE.
4. FILLET RADII TO BE 12"
5. IMPORTED COVERS AND FRAMES SHALL HAVE COUNTRY OF

ORIGIN MARKING IN COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL REGULATIONS.

COVERS AND FRAMES SHALL BE PROVIDED FROM THE SAME
6. MANUFACTURER TO ENSURE ACCURATE FIT.

CITY SHALL REJECT AND REQUIRE REMOVAL AND
7. REPLACEMENT OF ALL FRAMES AND COVERS NOT MEETING
MACHINING TOLERANCES AND THAT DO NOT PROPERLY SEAT.

BOTTOM SIDE

FINISHED
SURFACE

11/2"

L"i 24D —— =] {
1"T L3/4"1 1

31/2"] L1/4”

L | 23 1/2"D

SECTION A-A

* | FOR MARK
SEWER PROJECTS SEWER
STORM DRAIN PROJECTS STORM DRAIN

3/4"

SOURCE: City of Carlsbad, 04-29-2022

DUDEK

FIGURE 4

Manhole Frame and Cover Typical Sections
Poinsettia Manhole Repair Project




E== Railroad ROW

(224 Public Utilities (2002)

[T1]11]] Public Utilities (Drainage)

Public Utilities (Sewer)

[ Public Utilities, Ingress & Egress (1954)

[ Public Utilities, Ingress & Egress (1941)
Waters End Open Space Parcel

o= 8' Wide Public Pedestrian Trail

8' Wide Vehicular Access

®

) Feet

0

150

SOURCE: City of Carlsbad, 12-31-2028

DUDEK

FIGURE 5
Existing Easements

Painsettia Manhole Repair Project




Breakwater Rd

“"¥lg

b ?—-:-‘ ® L) S 0t n?:':
PACIFIC = 3
OCEAN 2
2ed | AVE
e § el ANE
m Old NCTD Conservation Easement | | Preserve Boundary
Waters End Conservation Easement
- Preserve Portion Owned by Waters End
|:| Revised NCTD Conservation Easement Boundary (not Q Foot
finalized) 0 400
SOURCE: City of Carlsbad, 12-31-2028 FIGURE 6
Poinsettia Station Vernal Pool Preserve
D U D E I( Poinsettia Manhole Repair Project




N ~ -~
\~~ 4 ', ~~
LA ~\
LA .
i \\__-:‘
Caliomia z
Reson ._r_.
< @ A&v ~~s genona &
A o = )’s THON B
0’6’6‘@ XK ~ 0{:;‘ )
TSSO SPKA TSR IR R~ STSTSTSSISRA
R ST RN
RRRRRRRRLKE S RSOt
(/’"”"”’ ’;‘ . 0 ‘4 \“”‘" o
"0"‘0“»‘ Mello 1€ # "0’§‘ ~¥om,,
”0.000’« 3 - 0.0 \ LU TN Y —
K \Q“‘ ) X% Balor
‘»’:ﬂ AN 2 % '
b Q’Q‘ LIV 5 \‘
g WX\ (N
Po% >
N ne Rd B LN
NS 2
"“ Fomsetha = Z = e
%, \”‘ Park & B 34
’ 0’0‘ E 'S M rtime D
P S 3
g : . Foeifie Rim K .;Lf' 7 @
Camion delas Ojpe ERTETAY 0 Orchidia
AN y < - - -
Ot : 2
“ 5 i &
W G 5 G
WA A A x -
A XX 3
5 Gy Mello | 2 b T
o i 0\ :‘z\ 2__’
“9 S 2N "" \ ,, @
; \/ > AT oo 0%, et A5
e |
8 %90.0:0.0:9:9, 09994 =
SRR Mello |
‘\A’A‘A‘OA’AAI‘\’X’Z’A XXX I,‘. & 2 &
; 5 -_.-’ .,._’; it :
'l, : ~ Begonia C L
2 Project Boundary 7 ot N
"1 Cities (. }
T
=== Coastal Zone \ LG -
\ > 2
California Coastal Commission \ § Snah L ‘ £
Appeal and Permit Jurisdiction \ HM@“
A} S = hose o i . -
Appeal Jurisdiction \ 2 5 East Batiquitos
o \ ' West Batiquitos: Lagoon/Hunt Properties
Area of Deferred Certification \ Lagoon/Sammis Properties
AY
1 atgquitos
(X3 Permit Jurisdiction \ e
AY
[ Poinsetia Properties Specific 3;: e — -
< g
A -
Former Local Coastal Program i 5 Bareiman
Segments \ P Y
1 b
East Batiquitos Lagoon/Hunt i < T
Properties | SN g : 2\ i
\ = E o
Mello | ‘|‘ hedied EiNE 3}
1 |
Mello I = “3 B i
| < E
West Batiquitos Lagoon/Sammis \ 1 \\ b
. 1 A psne o =%
Properties \ ) \‘ |
SOURCE: Michael Baker International, 2016; City of Carlshad, 2019; SANGIS 2023, 2024
- Miles
DUDEK & : 5

FIGURE 7
California Coastal Commission Appeal and Permit Jurisdiction

Poinsettia Manhole Repair Project




Project Name: Ponto Sewer Manhole Rehabilitation Project
Project No: SDP2024-0014, CDP2024-0019, HMP2024-0007

l. AESTHETICS

Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21099, would the
project:

Mitigation Incorporated
Less than Significant Impact

No Impact

[ |Potentially Significant Impact
Less than Significant with

O
O
X

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including but not limited
to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state
scenic highway?

O
O
O
X

c) Innon-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual
character or quality of public views of the site and its
surroundings? (Public views are those that are experienced from
publicly accessible vantage point). If the project is in an urbanized
area, would the project conflict with applicable zoning and other
regulations governing scenic quality?

d) Create a new source of substantial light and glare, which would
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

REGULATORY SETTING

California Public Resources Code Section 20199

California Public Resources Code Section 20199 (d)(1) stipulates that “aesthetic and parking impacts of a
residential, mixed-use residential, or employment center project on an infill site within a transit priority
area shall not be considered significant impacts on the environment.” The project does not propose a
residential use, mixed-use residential, or an employment center on an infill site.

California Scenic Highway Program

The California State Legislature created the California Scenic Highway Program in 1963 with the intent “to
protect and enhance the natural scenic beauty of California highways and adjacent corridors, through
special conservation treatment.” The state laws that govern the Scenic Highway Program are Sections 260
through 263 of the Streets and Highways Code. A highway may be designated scenic based on the natural
landscape visible by travelers, the scenic quality of the landscape, and the extent to which development
intrudes upon the views of the highway. The Scenic Highway Program includes both officially designated
scenic highways and highways that are eligible for designation. A highway may be designated as scenic
based on aesthetic quality of viewable landscape, extent of views upon the natural landscape, and the
degree to which development impedes these views.

California Coastal Act/Coastal Zone

The proposed Project site is within the Coastal Zone as designated by the California Coastal Commission
(CCC), with the state lands subject to the California Coastal Act (CCA) of 1976. The CCA of 1976 tasked the
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Project Name: Ponto Sewer Manhole Rehabilitation Project
Project No: SDP2024-0014, CDP2024-0019, HMP2024-0007

agency with protection of coastal resources through the issuance of Coastal Development Permits (CDPs).
Under the CCA, local governments are encouraged to adopt LCPs, which consist of a land use plan with
goals and regulatory policies as well as a set of implementing ordinances. Development in the Coastal
Zone may not commence until a CDP has been issued by the CCC or a local government that has a CCC-
certified LCP. The City of Carlsbad has an adopted LCP, as described further below (City of Carlsbad 2019),
and proposed Project activities would be located in the approved City of Carlsbad LCP jurisdiction (Mello
Il segment) with a large portion of the Project within the appeal jurisdiction of the CCC. Actions proposed
within the Coastal Zone must be consistent with Chapter 3 of the CCA. The CCA (California Public
Resources Code Section 30000 et seq.) authorizes the State of California to regulate development within
the Coastal Zone. Although scenic resources are not specifically mentioned, California Public Resources
Code Section 30001.5 calls to “protect, maintain, and, where feasible, enhance and restore the overall
quality of the coastal zone environment and its natural and artificial resources.”

City of Carlsbad General Plan
Mobility Element

The Mobility Element of the city’s General Plan includes goals and policies applicable to the Project and,
specifically, related to scenic transportation corridors, as follows (City of Carlsbad 2015a):

= Goal 3-G.6: Protect and enhance the visual, environmental and historical characteristics of
Carlsbad through sensitive planning and design of scenic transportation corridors.

- Policy 3-P.23: Maintain the city’s scenic transportation corridors as identified in the Carlsbad
Scenic Corridor Guidelines.

Open Space, Conservation, and Recreation Element

The Open Space, Conservation, and Recreation Element of the city’s General Plan classifies open space
into four categories as listed below (City of Carlsbad 2015b). Only Category 1 is applicable to the
Project site.

= Category 1: Open Space for Preservation of Natural Resources (plant and animal habitat; nature
preserves; beaches and bluffs; wetland and riparian areas; canyons and hillsides; water features
such as lagoons and streams).

= Category 2: Open Space for Managed Production of Resources (forestry; agriculture; aquaculture;
water management; commercial fisheries; and major mineral resources).

= Category 3: Open Space for Outdoor Recreation (school recreation areas; public parks and
recreation areas; greenways; trails; campgrounds; golf courses; and equestrian facilities).

= Category 4: Open Space for Aesthetic, Cultural, and Educational Purposes (lands with scenic,
historical, and cultural value; land use buffers; open space that marks entries to the city from
surrounding communities and to major developments and neighborhoods within the city;
greenbelts providing separation from surrounding communities; and museums, arboreta, zoos,
and botanical gardens)
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City of Carlsbad Local Coastal Program

Developed in conformance with the Coastal Act, the city’s LCP outlines policies to “Protect, maintain, and
where feasible, enhance and restore the overall quality of the Coastal Zone environment and its natural
and man-made resources.” The specific policy related to Visual/Land Resources includes the
implementation of the Scenic Preservation Overlay Zone (see below), and the preservation of natural
vegetation on steep slopes. Within the Mello Il Segment of the LCP, Land Use Policy 7-13, Visual Access
states, “Visual access over more than 80% of the Carlsbad coastline is unobstructed because of public
ownership. No future public improvements which would obstruct this visual access shall be permitted”
(City of Carlsbad 2019).

The city’s LCP regulates development in the state-designated Coastal Zone within portions of the city. The
city’s LCP consists of six geographic segments: the Agua Hedionda Lagoon LCP segment, composed of
approximately 1,100 acres; the Carlsbad Mello | segment, with approximately 2,000 acres; the Carlsbad
Mello Il segment, with approximately 5,250 acres; the West Batiquitos Lagoon/Sammis Properties
segment, with approximately 200 acres; the East Batiquitos Lagoon/Hunt Properties segment, with
approximately 1,000 acres; and the Village—Barrio segment, with approximately 150 acres. The city’s LCP
implements the CCA at a local level by addressing land use, zoning ordinances, and zoning district maps
in sensitive coastal resource areas by providing implementing actions, provisions, and policies required
within the Coastal Zone. The Project site is located within the Mello Il Segment of the LCP.

City of Carlsbad Municipal Code

The City Carlsbad Municipal Code (CMC) is a collection of city laws that have been adopted by the City
Council. The CMC Chapter 21, Zoning, includes an official Zoning Map that establishes the appropriate
zone boundaries and regulations for each zone within the Zoning Map, as applicable. According to the
CMC, Project site is zoned Residential Density-Multiple, Qualified Development Overlay Zone (RD-M-Q),
Transportation Corridor (T-C), Transportation Corridor/Open Space (T-C/0S), Open Space (OS).

City of Carlsbad Scenic Corridor Guidelines

The city’s Scenic Corridor Guidelines, adopted by City Council on March 7, 1989, identify scenic corridors
in Carlsbad and suggest ways to preserve and enhance their character. The scenic corridors are primarily
major streets, such as El Camino Real and Carlsbad Boulevard, but they also include the railroad corridor.
The guidelines identify the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad as a “special condition” corridor to be
addressed separately from other corridors. Guidelines are included for development primarily adjacent
to but also within the NCTD railroad right-of-way. The city’s Scenic Corridor Guidelines require any
development within the NCTD railroad right-of-way to comply with setback requirements and
development standards of the Transportation Corridor (T-C) zone. The Project site is located within the
NCTD railroad right-of-way and the Transportation Corridor (T-C) zone

PROJECT IMPACTS

a) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

No Impact: Scenic vistas are typically associated with natural landforms such as mountains, foothills,
ridgelines, and coastlines. Scenic vistas in the city consist of the scenic corridors and views to and from
the coastline, open spaces, and hillsides (City of Carlsbad 2015c). A substantial adverse effect to a scenic
vista is one that degrades the view from a designated viewing location. A substantial adverse effect to
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scenic vistas could occur if the proposed Project were to introduce physical features that obstruct an
identified public scenic vista, impair scenic views from other properties, or has a substantial change to the
natural landscape. The Project site is located within the Coastal Zone (Carlsbad Mello Il segment),
approximately 1 mile north of Batiquitos Lagoon and approximately 0.25 miles east of the Pacific Ocean.
There is no direct access to the ocean or lagoon from the Project area. The city’s LCP states that the
viewshed to lagoon shorelines are important resources, and scenic and visual qualities of the lagoon
should be retained through established LCP requirements related to setbacks, preservation of slope areas,
preservation of lagoon and riparian habitats, enhancement of the lagoon environments, and controlled
grading. According to the LCP there are no designated vista points of the lagoon within the Project site;
therefore, vista points would not be impacted by the Project.

The Project vicinity is composed of a mix of residential, commercial, transit, open space, and recreational
development. The viewshed from the Project site is primarily characterized by two- to three-story
residential buildings and their associated landscaping, as well as views of the adjacent rail line.

Construction of the Project would take place within the city’s easement in the NCTD railroad right-of-way
and the Waters End HOA conservation easement. Temporary access to the manholes would occur through
the NCTD ROW and Waters End HOA easement. Contractor parking and daily/temporary equipment
staging is proposed in a small area (approximately two parking stalls) in the NCTD parking lot at the north
end of the project area and/or at the City of Carlsbad Sand Shell sewer lift station located at 613 Sand
Shell Ave (APN 214-611-530-00) at the southern end of the project. Upon completion of the project all
contractor equipment and materials will be removed from both locations. Due to existing surrounding
vegetation, views from the Project site to the Pacific Ocean and Batiquitos Lagoon are obscured. As such,
during construction of the Project, the temporary use and staging of materials and small equipment for
maintenance and rehabilitation activities, including pressure-washing equipment, portable generator(s),
and truck-mounted spray liner equipment; hand tools; a portable concrete mixer; wheelbarrows; and/or
jackhammers, would not obscure or substantially interrupt any scenic vista. Upon completion of the
Project, the proposed rehabilitation of nine sewer manholes would not involve erecting structures that
would permanently impact any scenic vista. The Project does not involve the construction of built vertical
components; all Project construction would be at or below grade. Considering the nature and location of
the Project, the Project would not have a substantial adverse effect on scenic vistas. As such, no impact
would occur.

b) Would the project substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

No Impact: The Project site is located within a predominantly urbanized area. The closest designated
highway is a portion of Interstate 5, located approximately 0.30 miles east of the Project site, which is an
eligible State Scenic Highway (Caltrans 2022). However, no highways in the city are included on the
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) list of officially designated or eligible scenic highways
(Caltrans 2022). Therefore, no impacts would occur.

¢) In non-urbanized areas, would the project substantially degrade the existing visual character or
quality of public views of the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those that are experienced
from publicly accessible vantage point). If the project is in an urbanized area, would the project conflict
with applicable zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality?
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Less than Significant Impact: The Project site is located within a predominantly urbanized area of the city.
The Project would rehabilitate nine sewer manholes within the NCTD right-of-way, spaced at
approximately 400-foot intervals, located between Avenida Encinas and Poinsettia Lane. As analyzed in
Sections lll(a) and Ill(b), the proposed sewer manhole improvements would not degrade the existing visual
character or quality of the Project site or permanently impair existing views for surrounding residents or
other viewer groups. The city’s General Plan Open Space classification Category 1 would apply to the
Project site as it is located within and adjacent to the Poinsettia Preserve. The Project’s potential impacts
have been evaluated throughout this Initial Study and would not significantly impact any such resources
and mitigation measures would be implemented to avoid impacts to open spaces for natural resources.
Moreover, once Project construction is complete, the Project site would be returned to existing
conditions. As such, none of the Project’s proposed changes would degrade the existing visual character
or quality of the site and its surroundings.

The Project would comply with the applicable development regulations in the City of Carlsbad Zoning
Ordinance specifically the height requirements of the Project site’s zoning designations: Residential
Density-Multiple, Qualified Development Overlay Zone (RD-M-Q), Transportation Corridor (T-C),
Transportation Corridor/Open Space (T-C/OS) and Open Space (0OS). The Project involves the
rehabilitation of nine existing manholes, including minimal external work for the replacement and new
installation of concrete pads above grade that would not include buildings or structures exceeding 25 feet
in height, which is the height standard of the OS Zone, the most restrictive of the site’s zoning
designations. The existing manholes will not be extended or relocated and the proposed Project does not
include any activities that would impact NCTD operations.

The Project does not conflict with the city’s Scenic Corridor Guidelines as it complies with regulations of
the Transportation Corridor (T-C) zone (City of Carlsbad Zoning Ordinance Chapter 21.100). Given the
Project is not a development project but rather a maintenance project that proposes minimal external
work for the rehabilitation of the existing manholes within the NCTD right-of-way, most of the railroad
corridor policies in the city’s Scenic Corridor Guidelines, such as those regarding landscaping and buildings,
would not apply. The only applicable Scenic Corridor Guidelines policy is that the proposed project would
conform to is the development standards of the T-C Zone. As discussed above, the project meets the
development standards of the T-C zone. Overall, the Project would be required to comply with applicable
regulations required by the CCA, City of Carlsbad Zoning Ordinance, and the city’s LCP. Because
implementation of the proposed Project would not conflict with applicable zoning or other regulations
governing scenic quality, impacts would be less than significant.

d) Would the project create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect
day or nighttime views in the area?

No Impact: The proposed Project would not require nighttime lighting usage because construction would
occur during daytime construction hours as permitted by the city. According to the City of Carlsbad
Municipal Code, Title 8, Chapter 8.48.010, Construction Hours Limitations, construction is not allowed
after 6:00 p.m. on any day, or before 7:00 a.m., Monday through Friday, or before 8:00 a.m. on Saturday.
Construction is prohibited on Sunday. There would be no new sources of light or glare associated with the
Project once construction is complete. Therefore, no impact associated with light and glare would occur.
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a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared
pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

O
O
O
X

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson
Act contract?

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land
(as defined in Public Resources Code section 12220(g)), or
timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section 4526), or O O |
timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by
Government Code section 51104(g))?

d) Resultin the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-
forest use?

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment, which, due to
their location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland to O O O
non-agricultural use?

*  Indetermining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the
California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model-1997 (LESA) prepared by the California Department of
Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. There are no lands present in
Carlsbad that meet the state’s definition of forest land (Public Resources Code Section 12220(g)), timberland (Public Resources
Code Section 4526), or production (Government Code 51104(g)). Therefore, questions related to forestry resources will have
no impacts.

a) Would the project convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance
(Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring
Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

No Impact: The Project site and surrounding area are designated as urban and built-up land, pursuant to
the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program developed by the California Department of Conservation
(DOC 2022). “Urban and built-up land” generally includes land uses such as residential, commercial,
industrial, institutional facilities, and other urban land uses. The Project site is not mapped as, nor does it
meet the criteria for, Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance, and the
Project site has not previously been used for agricultural purposes. Therefore, the proposed Project would
not convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance to non-agricultural
use, and no impact would occur.

b) Would the project conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract?

No Impact: There are currently no properties or areas within the city subject to Williamson Act contracts.
According to the City of Carlsbad Zoning Map, the Project site is not zoned for agriculture uses (City of
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Carlsbad 2021). Therefore, the proposed Project would not conflict with existing zoning for agricultural
use or a Williamson Act contract, and no impact would occur.

c¢) Would the proj