Notice of Determination Appendix D

To: From: Lead Agency and Applicant

[J Office of Planning and Research Public Agency: East Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Agency
0. ; : Address: 240 West Lindmore Street
U.S. Mail. Street Address. Lindsay, CA 93247

P.O. Box 3044 1400 Tenth.St,, Rm 113 :
s o, GA 95812-3044 Sacramento, CA g5g14  Contact:Michae! Hagman
acramerto. ' actamente. Phone: (559) 303-4150

[=] County Clerk o
County of: Tulare Lead Agency (if different from above):

Address: 221 S Mooney Bivd, Rm 105 East Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Visalia, CA 93291 Address: 240 West Lindmore Street
Lindsay, CA 93247
Contact: Michael Hagman
Phone: (659) 303-4150

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public
Resources Code.

State Clearinghouse Number (if submitted to State Clearinghouse): 2025010778 -

Project Title: MRLP Basin Project
Project Applicant: East Kaweah GSA, 240 W. Lindmore Street, Lindsay, CA 93247 (559) 303-4150

Project Location (include county): near lvanhoe, Tulare County FiEn
TULARE COUNTY

Project Description:
See attached Project Description

MAR 25 2025
ASSESSOR / CLERK-RECORDER

BY,
This is to advise that the East Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Agency has approved the above
(=] Lead Agency or [] Responsible Agency)

described project on 3/24/2025 and has made the following determinations regarding the above
(date)

described project.

1. The project [[] will [l will not] have a significant effect on the environment.

2. [] An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.
[®] A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

3. Mitigation measures [[B] were [] were not] made a condition of the approval of the project.

4. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan [ was [] was not] adopted for this project.

5. A statement of Overriding Considerations [[] was [H] was not] adopted for this project.

6. Findings [[] were [H] were not] made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

This is to certify that the final EIR with comments and responses and record of project approval, or the
negative Declaration, is available to the General Public at:
East Kaweah GSA, located at 240 W. Lindmore Street, Lindsay, CA 93247

Signature (Public AgencW Title: Executive Director
el &
Date: 3.24.2025 Received for filing at OPR:

Authority cited: Sections 21083, Public Resources Code.
Reference Section 21000-21174, Public Resources Code. Revised 2011



PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Project, located on an approximately 60-acre site north of the community of Ivanhoe adjacent to
Cottonwood Creek, includes construction of a multi cell recharge basin facility. The Project would assist the
EKGSA in expanding its groundwater recharge efforts ultimately supporting the goals of SGMA. The Project
would include two turnouts and pump structures with capacity of approximately 30 cubic feet per second
each. The proposed turnout facilities would allow the EKGSA to divert surface water from Cottonwood
Creek into the proposed basin area to increase groundwater storage. Diverted water would consist of
Central Valley Project water diverted into Cottonwood Creek upstream of the Project site. The proposed
facilities would consist of cast-in-place concrete turnout structures, control gates, trash racks, and related
appurtenances. One turnout facility would be located at the northeast edge of the proposed basin cells
along the west bank of Cottonwood Creek and the other would be located at the southeast edge of the
proposed basins cells along the west bank of Cotton Creek. The turnout structures would connect to a
pump box structure through approximately 250 linear feet (LF) each of reinforced concrete piping (likely
36-inch diameter), equipped with a metered connection, lift pump(s) and would discharge into a
distribution channel. The turnout and pump structures’ excavation depth would be up to 15 feet below
ground surface. Approximately six (6) interbasin connection structures would also be constructed to
connect the distribution channel to the proposed basin cells. Each connection would be equipped with two
structures (in both delivery channel and basin cell), rip rap, and 90 LF of piping. The Project would also
include a conservation space area that would be pedestrian accessible. Conservation space would be in the
form of terraced grading within the basin cells with flatter side slopes (i.e. 6:1 or flatter) to facilitate
plantings for native habitats and provide varying water depths such as areas with 3 feet of water depth,
areas with 1.5 feet, and areas with 6-9 inches of water depth. There would also be graded dirt walking paths
around and between the basin cells. In addition, a graded dirt parking area would be constructed to
accommodate vehicles traveling to the site. The dirt parking area is expected to be, at maximum, 90,000
square feet. The proposed facilities would be owned and operated by the EKGSA.

Construction would include equipment mobilization, excavation of earthwork for the recharge basin cells
and structures, construction of basin perimeter berms, and grading on the outer portion of the berms for
the purpose of providing pedestrian-accessible conservation space and parking. The Project site would
contain temporary staging areas for construction equipment lay-down. Basin components would include
constructing ponds/cells within the basin, as well as performance testing and demobilization. Excavated
material would be used on site for berm construction along the basin perimeter and between each
proposed cell. Any excess material would be exported off site. New berm construction would not exceed
six (6) feet in height, measured from the exterior toe to the top of new berm. The maximum depth of
ground disturbance for the basin would be as much as eight (8) feet.

The proposed multi-cell recharge basin is anticipated to recharge approximately 1,000 acre-feet (AF) in
years when water is available, assuming a recharge rate of 0.75 AF per acre across approximately 45 acres
of wetted area, and 30 days of surplus surface water availability.

CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE

Construction of the Project is anticipated to be completed over approximately six months beginning in July
of 2025 and ending in December of 2025. Generally, construction would occur between the hours of 7am
and 7pm, Monday through Saturday, excluding holidays.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
The operation and maintenance would be consistent with similar basin facilities in the area. The EKGSA

would monitor groundwater conditions to minimize negative impacts on the surrounding areas (such as
nearby wells, crops, and septic systems). The proposed facilities would be owned and operated by the
EKGSA.
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