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AB ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Assembly Bill
Ape ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Area of Potential Effect

APN -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Assessor's Parcel Number
BMP ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Best Management Practices
CalEEMod ------------------------------------------------------------- California Emissions Estimator Modeling (software)
CARB ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- California Air Resources Board
CCAA ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- California Clean Air Act
CDFW ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- California Fish and Wildlife
CEQA ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- California Environmental Quality Act
Ch 4 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Methane

CHRIS ------------------------------------------------------------------- California Historical Resources Information System
CNDDB ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- California Natural Diversity Database
CNPS ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- California Native Plant Society
CO ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Carbone Monoxide

CO2 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Carbon dioxide
County --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Tulare County
CRHR --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- California Register of Historical Resources
DOC ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Department of Conservation
DPM --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Diesel Particulate Matter
DTSC ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Department of Toxic Substances Control
EIR ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Environmental Impact Report
FEMA -------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Federal Emergency Management Agency
FMMP --------------------------------------------------------------------------- Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program
GHG --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Greenhouse Gas
GIS -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Geographic Information System
GSA -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Groundwater Sustainability Agency
GSP ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Ground water Sustainability Plan
GWP ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Global Warming Potential
IPaC --------------------------- U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Information for Planning and Consultation system
IS -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Initial Study

IS/MND --------------------------------------------------------------------------- Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
km ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- kilometers
MBTA ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Migratory Bird Act
MMRP ------------------------------------------------------------------------- Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program
MND ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Mitigated Negative Declaration
NAAQS ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- National Ambient Air Quality Standards
NAHC ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Native American Heritage Commission
ND ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Negative Declaration
NEPA -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- National Environmental Policy Act

NO2 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Nitrogen dioxide
NOx ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Oxides of nitrogen
NRCS ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Natural Resources Conservation Service
NRHP ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- National Register of Historic Places

O 3 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Ozone
Pb ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Lead

PM10----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- particulate matter 10 microns in size

PM2.5  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- particulate matter 2.5 microns in size
ppb ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- parts per billion
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Chapter 1: Introduction

CHAPTER! INTRODUCTION
Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group (Provost & Pritchard) has prepared this Initial Study/Mitigated
Negative Declaration (IS/MND) on behalf of the East Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Agency (EKGSA)
to address the environmental effects of the MLRP Basin Project (Project). This document has been prepared
in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Public Resources Code Section 21000
et seq. The EKGSA is the CEQA lead agency for this Project.

The site and the Project are described in detail in Chapter 2 Project Description.

1.1 REGULATORY INFORMATION

An Initial Study (IS) is a document prepared by a lead agency to  determine whether a project may have a
significant effect on the environment. In accordance with California Code of Regulations Title 14 (Chapter
3, Section 15000, et seq.)- also known as the CEQA Guidelines-Section 15064 (a)(1) states that an
environmental impact report (EIR) must be prepared if there is substantial evidence in light of the whole
record that the Project under review may have a significant effect on the environment and should be
further analyzed to determine mitigation measures or project alternatives that might avoid or reduce
project impacts to less than significant levels. A negative declaration (ND) may be prepared instead if the
lead agency finds that there is no substantial evidence in light of the whole record that the project may
have a significant effect on the environment. An ND is a written statement describing the reasons why a
proposed project, not otherwise exempt from CEQA, would not have a significant effect on the
environment and, therefore, why it  would not require the preparation of an EIR (CEQA Guidelines Section
15371). According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15070, a ND or mitigated ND shall be prepared for a project
subject to CEQA when either:

a. The IS shows there is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the agency, that
the Project may have a significant effect on the environment, or

b. The IS identified potentially significant effects, but:
1. Revisions in the project plans or proposals made by or agreed to by the applicant before

the proposed MND and IS is released for public review would avoid the effects or mitigate
the effects to  a point where clearly no significant effects would occur is prepared, and

2. There is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the agency, that the
Project as revised may have a significant effect on the environment.

1.2 DOCUMENT FORMAT

This IS/MND contains six chapters Chapter 1 Introduction, provides an overview of the Project and the
CEQA process Chapter 2 Project Description, provides a detailed description of Project components and
objectives. Chapter 3 Determination, the Lead Agency's determination based upon this initial evaluation.
Chapter 4 Environmental Impact Analysis presents the CEQA checklist and environmental analysis for all
impact areas, mandatory findings of significance, and feasible mitigation measures. If the Project does not
have the potential to significantly impact a given issue area, the relevant section provides a brief discussion
of the reasons why no impacts are expected. If the Project could have a potentially significant impact on a
resource, the issue area discussion provides a description of potential impacts, and appropriate mitigation
measures and/or permit requirements that would reduce those impacts to a less than significant level.
Chapter 5 Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program (MMRP), provides the proposed mitigation
measures, implementation timelines, and the entity/agency responsible for ensuring implementation.
Chapter 6 References details the documents and reports this document relies upon to  provide its analysis.
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The CalEEMod Output Files, Biological Resources Evaluation, and Phase I Cultural Resources Assessment
are provided as technical Appendix A, Appendix B, and Appendix C respectively, at the end of this
document.
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CHAPTER 2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

2.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND

PROJECT TITLE

MLRP Basin Project

LEAD AGENCY NAME AND  ADDRESS

East Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Agency
PO Box 908
Lindsay, CA 93247

CONTACT PERSON AND PHONE NUMBER

Lead Agency Contact
Michael Hagman
Executive Director
(559) 303-4150

CEQA Consultant
Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group
Ryan McKelvey, Environmental Project Manager
(559) 449-2700

PROJECT LOCATION

The Project is located in Tulare County, California, approximately 190 miles southeast of Sacramento and
70 miles north of Bakersfield (see Figure 2-1 and Figure 2-2). The Project site is located approximately on
Assessor's Parcel Number 052-040-007 and 052-040-009. The centroid of the Project site is 36° 26'
53.02"N, 119° 13' 8.55"W.

GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION AND ZONING

Table 2-1: General Plan Designation and Zoning

Project Area General  Plan Designation Zoning District
ONSITE Valley Agriculture AE-20
ADJACENT LANDS Valley Agriculture AE-20

2.2 DESCRIPTION OF  THE PROJECT

PROJECT BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE
The East Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Agency (EKGSA) is a joint powers groundwater regulatory
agency that is located in the Sierra Nevada's Kaweah Watershed and manages a portion of the Kaweah
Subbasin. The EKGSA represents approximately 117,300 acres land in Tulare County. The EKGSA was
formed in response to  the passing of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). This
legislation provides local agencies with the framework to manage groundwater basins in a sustainable
manner, recognizing that groundwater is most effectively managed at the local level. Member agencies
that make up the EKGSA include the City of Lindsay, Exeter Irrigation District (ID), Ivanhoe ID, Lindmore ID,
Lindsay-Strathmore ID, and Stone Corral ID.
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The EKGSA has been selected for grant funding through the Multi-benefit Land Repurposing Program with
the Department of Conservation (DOC) for the development of a recharge basin, two turnout facilities, and
conservation space.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The Project, located on an approximately 60-acre site north of the community of Ivanhoe adjacent to
Cottonwood Creek, includes construction of a multi cell recharge basin facility. The Project would assist the
EKGSA in expanding its groundwater recharge efforts ultimately supporting the goals of SGMA. The Project
would include two turnouts and pump structures with capacity of approximately 30 cubic feet per second
each. The proposed turnout facilities would allow the EKGSA to divert surface water from Cottonwood
Creek into the proposed basin area to increase groundwater storage. Diverted water would consist of
Central Valley Project water diverted into Cottonwood Creek upstream of the Project site. The proposed
facilities would consist of cast-in-place concrete turnout structures, control gates, trash racks, and related
appurtenances. One turnout facility would be located at the northeast edge of the proposed basin cells
along the west bank of Cottonwood Creek and the other would be located at the southeast edge of the
proposed basins cells along the west bank of Cotton Creek. The turnout structures would connect to a
pump box structure through approximately 250 linear feet (LF) each of reinforced concrete piping (likely
36-inch diameter), equipped with a metered connection, lift pump(s) and would discharge into a
distribution channel. The turnout and pump structures 7 excavation depth would be up to 15 feet below
ground surface. Approximately six (6) interbasin connection structures would also be constructed to
connect the distribution channel to  the proposed basin cells. Each connection would be equipped with two
structures (in both delivery channel and basin cell), rip rap, and 90 LF of piping. The Project would also
include a conservation space area that would be pedestrian accessible. Conservation space would be in the
form of terraced grading within the basin cells with flatter side slopes (i.e. 6:1 or flatter) to facilitate
plantings for native habitats and provide varying water depths such as areas with 3 feet of water depth,
areas with 1.5 feet, and areas with 6-9 inches of water depth. There would also be graded dirt walking paths
around and between the basin cells. In addition, a graded dirt parking area would be constructed to
accommodate vehicles traveling to  the site. The dirt parking area is expected to be, at maximum, 90,000
square feet. The proposed facilities would be owned and operated by the EKGSA.

Construction would include equipment mobilization, excavation of earthwork for the recharge basin cells
and structures, construction of basin perimeter berms, and grading on the outer portion of the berms for
the purpose of providing pedestrian-accessible conservation space and parking. The Project site would
contain temporary staging areas for construction equipment lay-down. Basin components would include
constructing ponds/cells within the basin, as well as performance testing and demobilization. Excavated
material would be used on site for berm construction along the basin perimeter and between each
proposed cell. Any excess material would be exported offsite. New berm construction would not exceed
six (6) feet in height, measured from the exterior toe to the top of new berm. The maximum depth of
ground disturbance for the basin would be as much as eight (8) feet.

The proposed multi-cell recharge basin is anticipated to  recharge approximately 1,000 acre-feet (AF) in
years when water is available, assuming a recharge rate of 0.75 AF per acre across approximately 45 acres
of wetted area, and 30 days of surplus surface water availability.

CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE
Construction of the Project is anticipated to be completed over approximately six months beginning in July
of 2025 and ending in December of 2025. Generally, construction would occur between the hours of 7am
and 7pm, Monday through Saturday, excluding holidays.
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CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
Construction equipment would likely include the following equipment used during construction:

• Excavators, • Compactors
• Backhoes, • D9 dozer,
• Graders, • Large tractor and large discing unit,
• Skid steers,
• Loaders,
• Hauling trucks,
• Scrapers,

• Water trucks supplying water for dust
control and conditioning soil for
compaction, and

• Large watercannon and hoses

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
The operation and maintenance would be consistent with similar basin facilities in the area. The EKGSA
would monitor groundwater conditions to minimize negative impacts on the surrounding areas (such as
nearby wells, crops, and septic systems). The proposed facilities would be owned and operated by the
EKGSA.

SITE AND SURROUNDING LAND USES AND SETTINGS

Table 2-2: Existing Uses, General Plan Designation, & Zone Districts of Surrounding Properties

Direction from
Project Site

Existing Use General  Plan
Designation

Zone District

NORTH Orchard Valley Agriculture AE-20
EAST Orchard Valley Agriculture AE-20
SOUTH Orchard Valley Agriculture AE-20
WEST Orchard Valley Agriculture AE-20

OTHER PUBLIC AGENCIES WHOSE DISCRETIONARY APPROVAL MAY BE REQUIRED

• State Water Resources Control Board
• California Department of Fish and Wildlife

CONSULTATION WITH CALIFORNIA NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES

Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1, et seq. (codification of AB 52, 2013-14)) requires that a lead
agency, within 14 days of determining that it will undertake a project, must notify in writing any California
Native American Tribe traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the project if that
Tribe has previously requested notification about projects in that geographic area. The notice must briefly
describe the project and inquire whether the Tribe wishes to initiate request formal consultation. Tribes
have 30 days from receipt of notification to request formal consultation. The lead agency then has 30 days
to initiate the consultation, which then continues until the parties come to an agreement regarding
necessary mitigation or agree that no mitigation is needed, or one or both parties determine that
negotiation occurred in good faith, but no agreement will be made.

The East Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Agency has not received any written correspondence from a
Tribe pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1 requesting notification of projects.
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