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SCH #: 2025010520

Project Title: Housing Element Program 10 & 11 General Plan Amendment and Rezone

Lead Agency: City of Colton

Contact Name: Mario Suarez, Planning Manager

Email: msuarez@coltonca.gov Phone Number: 909-370-5523

Project Location: _Colton San Bernardino
City County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

Please see attached.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

Air Quality - Conflict with the applicable air quality plan, result in cumulatively considerable net increase of criteria
pollutants, and expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations. MM AIR-2a, MM AIR-2b and MM
AIR-3 would be implemented.

Biological Resources - Adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any species identified as a
candidate, sensitive, or special-status species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife or United States Fish and Wildlife Service and on riparian habitat/wetlands. MM BIO-1
would be implemented. Impacts on nesting birds. MM BIO-2 would be implemented.

Cultural/Historic Resources - Potential substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical or archaeological
resource pursuant to Section 15064.5. MM CUL-1 and MM CUL-2 would be implemented. Potential discovery of human
remains. MM CUL-3 would be implemented.

Paleontological Resources - Could destroy unique paleontologic resource. MM GEO-1 would be implemented.
Greenhouse Gas Emissions - MM GHG-1a, -1b, -1c and -1d would be implemented during construction.

Noise - Increase in noise and vibration during construction. MM NOI-1, MM NOI-2, and MM NOI-3 would be
implemented.

Public Services - Impacts on parks/recreation.

Traffic - Implement VMT reduction strategies (MM TRANS-1a, MM TRANS-1b).
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Aesthetics/Visual, Agricultural Land, Air Quality, Archaeological/Historical, Biological Resources, Drainage/Absorption,
Flood Plain/Flooding, Forest Land/Fire Hazard, Geologic/Seismic, Minerals, Noise, Population/Housing Balance, Public
Services/Facilities, Recreation/Parks, Schools/Universities, Sewer Capacity, Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading,

Solid Waste, Toxic/Hazardous, Traffic/Circulation, Vegetation, Water Quality, Water Supply/Groundwater,
Wetland/Riparian, Growth Inducement, Land Use, Cumulative Effects, Energy, GHG.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

South Coast Air Quality Management District
California Department of Transportation

Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board

San Bernardino County Airport Land Use Commission
San Bernardino County Flood Control and San Bernardino Valley Water Conservation District
San Bernardino County Public Works Special Districts
Colton Unified School District

City of Colton Fire Department

San Bernardino Regional Parks District

Omnitrans Transit Agency

San Bernardino County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo)




Project Description

The City has identified six areas of the City constituting approximately 89.9 acres for
potential rezoning and a General Plan Amendment. These properties are described as
part of the six areas in the City that relate to the Program 10/11 Rezone/GPA of the 2021-
2029 General Plan Housing Element Update. Under Program 10/11, rezoned sites will
comply with the requirements of Government Code Section 65583.2(h), which states that
cities must have a program to facilitate by-right approval for projects that include at least
20 percent of the units for lower-income housing on rezoned low-income sites. Pursuant
to Housing Element law, a housing element must identify potential sites suitable for
redesignation and/or rezoning to accommodate housing needs for all segments of the
community. The potential sites for rezoning were developed consistent with provisions of
Government Code Section 65583.1. Program 10/11 of the Housing Element Update
provides that to accommodate for a shortfall of sites and provide for adequate sites, the
City will also up-zone its Mixed-Use Downtown zoning designations to allow up to 40
dwelling units per acre (du/acre) and its R3/R4 zone to allow up to 30 du/acre.

The Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) is the process established in State law by
which future housing needs are determined for each city. On March 4, 2021, SCAG
adopted the final RHNA Plan, which assigns Colton’s housing needs. According to the
RHNA, housing needs for the City of Colton include 1,318 very low income units, 668 low
income units, 906 moderate income units, and 2,542 above moderate income units,
which is a total of 5,434 housing units in order for the City to have enough housing at all
price levels to fully accommodate its assigned share of the region’s housing need.
Jurisdictions are not required to build housing or issue permits to achieve their RHNA
allocations, but the Housing Element must provide an evaluation of potential capacity for
additional housing based on land use designations, development regulations, other
development constraints (such as infrastructure availability and environmental
conditions) and real estate market trends. The analysis must be prepared at a parcel-
specific level of detail and identify properties (or “sites”) where additional housing could
be built consistent with City regulations. This evaluation is referred to as the “sites
analysis,” and State law requires the analysis to demonstrate that the City has adequate
sites with appropriate zoning to fully accommodate additional housing development
commensurate with its RHNA allocation in each income category.

APNs include 0163-211-02, 0163-211-05, 0163-211-25, 0163-074-31, 0163-081-06, 0163-
081-07, 0163-081-08, 0163-081-09, 0164-182-38, 0164-182-41, 0164-182-43, 0164-182-
46, 0164-182-47,0164-182-48, 0164-182-51, 0164-182-53, 0164-182-55, 0164-182-57,
0164-182-58, 0164-281-01, 0164-281-02, 0164-281-09, 0164-281-11, 0164-181-08, 0164-
181-12, 0276-144-30, 0276-144-31, 0163-172-46, 0163-172-47, 0163-172-49, 0163-172-
50, 0164-182-52, 0164-182-54, and an unassigned parcel at Hert Street and Congress
Street.



The Draft Program EIR will identify, evaluate, and disclose the potential environmental
impacts related to implementation of the proposed Program 10/11 Rezone/GPA and
associated land use and zoning revisions. In accordance with State law, the City proposes
to adopt a General Plan Amendment as part of the proposed Program 10/11 Rezone/GPA
to update the General Plan’s existing Land Use and Zoning Maps. The City proposes
corresponding revisions to the General Plan Land Use Element to ensure consistency
between it, the Housing Element, and the changes proposed under the Program 10/11
Rezone/GPA. The revisions include updating the General Plan land use plan to expand the
inventory of land available for the development of new housing within the City, and making
text amendments to ensure density ranges for Mixed-Use designated projects are
consistent with those described in the Land Use Element.

In addition to revision of the General Plan Land Use Map pursuant to Programs 10 & 11, the
City’s Zoning Ordinance (Chapter 18), would be amended to align the text with the General
Plan map changes. The City would also rezone the sites identified in Tables 1 and 2 sufficient
to meet the remaining unmet housing need.

The Draft Program EIR will consider the reasonably anticipated environmental effects
related to the implementation of Program 10 & 11 of the 2021-2029 Housing Element and
associated land use and planning revisions. Additional environmental review under CEQA
may be required for subsequent projects based on project-specific characteristics. Future
analysis may tier from the certified Final Program EIR as provided by CEQA and would be
generally based on the subsequent project’s consistency with the Housing Element Update
and the analysis in the certified Final Program EIR, as required under CEQA. Tiering refers
to a multi-level approach to preparing environmental documents that is codified in Public
Resources Code Section 21083.3 and CEQA Guidelines Section 15152. It may also be
determined that some future projects or infrastructure improvements may be exempt from
additional environmental review. If the project or activity would have no significant effects
beyond those disclosed in the certified Final Program EIR, no further CEQA compliance
would be required.
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