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Santa Clara Unified School District
DRAFT MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

The Santa Clara Unified School District (SCUSD) Board has reviewed the proposed project
described below to determine whether it could have a significant effect on the environment as a
result of project implementation. “Significant effect on the environment” means a substantial, or
potentially substantial, adverse change in any of the physical conditions within the area affected
by the project including land, air, water, minerals, flora, fauna, ambient noise, and objects of
historic or aesthetic significance (CEQA Guidelines Section 15382).

PROJECT INFORMATION AND LOCATION

Project Name: Scott Lane Elementary School Master Plan
Location: 1925 Scott Boulevard, City of Santa Clara, 95050

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The project is the implementation of the Scott Lane Elementary School Master Plan which sets
forth planned improvements the school district intends to undertake in the future as funding
allows including, but not limited to: (1) replace all portables with permanent classrooms; (2)
construct a new Early Learning Center with classrooms and play yards for preschool and
transitional kindergarten and kindergarten; (3) field renovation; (4) construct a new
administration building with offices for student support programs; (5) construct a new larger
multipurpose building, cooking kitchen and stage; (6) modernize existing classrooms; (7)
construct a new permanent library; and (8) other improvements within the campus.

FINDINGS OF DECISION MAKING BODY

The SCUSD Board finds the project will not have a significant effect on the environment based
on the analysis completed in the attached Initial Study. The SCUSD Board, before the public
release of this draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND), has agreed to make project revisions
that mitigate the project’s effects to a less than significant level. The SCUSD agrees to
implement the mitigation measures identified in the attached Initial Study and summarized
below.
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The project could result in significant adverse effects to biological resources, cultural resources,
geology and soils, noise, and tribal cultural resources. However, the project includes the
mitigation measures listed below, which reduce these impacts to a less-than-significant level.
With implementation of these mitigation measures, the project would not substantially degrade
the quality of the environment, or cause substantial adverse effects on humans, either directly or

indirectly.

Mitigation Measures Incorporated into the Project

Impact BIO-1: Project related
activities and noise during the
avian breeding season
(generally February 1%t to
September 15™) could cause
injury to individuals and nest
abandonment as well as
temporarily disturb nesting and
foraging activities.

Mitigation Measure BIO-1: Nesting Birds Avoidance. To
the extent feasible, construction activities should be
scheduled to avoid the nesting season. If construction
activities are scheduled to take place outside the nesting
season, all impacts to nesting birds protected under the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act and California Fish and Game
Code would be avoided. The nesting season for most birds
in Santa Clara County extends from February 1 through
September 15.

Pre-Construction Surveys: To avoid impacts to nesting birds
and violation of state and federal laws pertaining to birds, all
construction-related activities (including but not limited to
mobilization and staging, clearing, grubbing, vegetation
removal, fence installation, building demolition, and grading)
should occur outside the avian nesting season (February 1
to September 15). If construction and construction noise
occurs within the avian nesting season (from February 1 to
September 15), all suitable habitats located within the
project’s area of disturbance, including staging and storage
areas plus a 100-foot buffer for non-raptors and 300-foot
buffer for raptor nests shall be thoroughly surveyed, as
access allows, for the presence of active nests. The
surveys shall be conducted by a qualified biologist no more
than five days before commencement of any vegetation
trimming, site disturbance activities and equipment
mobilization. If project activities are delayed by more than
five days, an additional nesting bird survey shall be
performed. Active nesting is present if a bird is building a
nest, sitting in a nest, a nest has eggs or young in it, or
adults are observed carrying food to the nest. The results of
the surveys shall be documented.

If pre-construction nesting bird surveys result in the location
of active nests, no site disturbance and mobilization of
heavy equipment (including but not limited to equipment
staging, fence installation, clearing, grubbing, vegetation
removal, fence installation, demolition, and grading), shall
take place within 100 feet of non-raptor nests and 300 feet
of raptor nests, unless smaller buffers are determined by a
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qualified biologist. The buffer shall remain in place until the
young have fledged. Monitoring will ensure compliance with
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and relevant California Fish
and Game Code requirements. Monitoring dates and
findings shall be documented.

Impact BIO-2: The project may
adversely impact bird mortality
due to glass windows and
building facades.

Mitigation Measure BIO-2: Implement Bird-Safe Building
Design. If extensive glass facades (e.g., glass walls,
walkway railings, balcony railings) are proposed on
proposed buildings, the project shall implement the
following bird-safe design considerations:

e Use glazing or window coatings/markings that reduce
bird strike hazard caused by transparency,
reflectance, black hole, or passage effect, etc., such
as Guardian Bird1st etch glass or similar. See
recommendations in ABC (2019) at
https://abcbirds.org/glass-collisions/resources/.

e Minimize plantings and landscaped areas behind
glass walls or railings.

¢ Minimize concentrations of plantings adjacent to
glass facades and glass corners.

Impact CUL-1: Construction of
the project could potentially
result in disturbance to unknown
buried cultural resources
including human remains.

Mitigation Measure CUL-1a: Protect Cultural Resources
that Could Be Discovered During Construction.

Project Plan Notes. The SCUSD shall note on any plans
that require ground disturbing excavation that there is a
potential for exposing buried cultural resources including
prehistoric Native American burials.

Significant prehistoric cultural resources are defined as
human burials, features or other clusterings of finds made,
modified, or used by Native American peoples in the past.
The prehistoric and protohistoric indicators of prior cultural
occupation by Native Americans include artifacts and
human bone, as well as soil discoloration, shell, animal
bone, sandstone cobbles, ashy areas, and baked or vitrified
clays. Prehistoric cultural materials may include:

¢ Human bone - either isolated or intact burials.

¢ Habitation (occupation or ceremonial structures as
interpreted from rock rings/features, distinct ground
depressions, differences in compaction (e.g., house
floors)).

¢ Artifacts including chipped stone objects such as
projectile points and bifaces; groundstone artifacts
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such as manos, metates, mortars, pestles, grinding
stones, pitted hammerstones; and shell and bone
artifacts including ornaments and beads.

e Various features and samples including hearths
(fire-cracked rock; baked and vitrified clay), artifact
caches, faunal and shellfish remains (which permit
dietary reconstruction), or distinctive changes in soil
stratigraphy indicative of prehistoric activities.

e |solated artifacts.

Historic cultural materials may include finds from the late
19th through early 20th centuries. Objects and features
associated with the Historic Period can include:

e  Structural remains or portions of foundations
(bricks, cobbles/boulders, stacked field stone,
postholes, etc.).

e Trash pits, privies, wells, and associated artifacts.

e [solated artifacts or isolated clusters of
manufactured artifacts (e.g., glass bottles, metal
cans, manufactured wood items, etc.).

e Human remains.

In addition, cultural materials including both artifacts and
structures that can be attributed to Hispanic, Asian and
other ethnic or racial groups are potentially significant. Such
features or clusters of artifacts and samples include
remains of structures, trash pits, and privies.

Mitigation Measure CUL-1b: Worker Awareness Training.
Worker Awareness Training (WAT) shall be completed for
all contractors and workers engaged in activities with the
potential for ground disturbance. The training shall be
conducted by a Professional Archaeologist prior to
beginning work.

The training shall address the potential for exposing
subsurface resources, recognizing basic signs of a potential
resource, understanding required procedures if a potential
resource is exposed, including protecting the resource and
reporting the resource to a Professional Archaeologist, and,
understanding all procedures required under Health and
Safety Code § 7050.5 and PRC §§ 5097.94, 5097.98, and
5097.99 for the discovery of human remains.

An ALERT Sheet shall be prepared by the Professional
Archaeologist and provided to all personnel indicating
points of contact for notification of a discovery and
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summarizing the protocols and procedures for an
unexpected discovery.

Mitigation Measure CUL-1c: On-Call Archaeologist. The
SCUSD shall retain a Professional Archaeologist on an “on-
call” basis during ground disturbing construction to review,
identify and evaluate any potential cultural resources that
may be inadvertently exposed during construction. The
archaeologist shall review and evaluate any discoveries to
determine if they are historical resource(s) and/or unique
archaeological resources under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

If the Professional Archaeologist determines that any
cultural resources exposed during construction constitute a
historical resource and/or unique archaeological resource
under CEQA, they shall notify the District and other
appropriate parties of the evaluation and recommend
standard design and construction measures to mitigate to a
less than significant impact in accordance with California
Public Resources Code Section 15064.5. Standard design
and construction may include avoidance, preservation in
place, recordation, additional archaeological testing and
data recovery among other options. The completion of a
formal Archaeological Monitoring Plan (AMP) and/or
Archaeological Treatment Plan (ATP) that may include data
recovery may be recommended by the Professional
Archaeologist if significant archaeological deposits are
exposed during ground disturbing construction.
Development and implementation of the AMP and ATP and
treatment of significant cultural resources will be determined
by the District in consultation with any regulatory agencies.

Mitigation Measure CUL-1d: Monitoring Closure Report. A
Monitoring Closure Report shall be filed with the SCUSD at
the conclusion of ground disturbing construction if
archaeological and Native American monitoring of
excavation was undertaken.

Impact CUL-2: Project Mitigation Measure CUL-2: Inadvertent Discovery of
excavation could disturb Human Remains. If potential human remains are found, the
previously unknown human lead agency (SCUSD) and the Santa Clara County Coroner
remains. shall be immediately notified of the discovery. State law

shall be followed in regard to Native American burials,
Section 7050.5, Chapter 1492 of the California Health and
Safety Code and Sections 5097.94, 5097.98 and 5097.99 of
the Public Resources Code. The coroner would provide a
determination regarding the nature of the remains within 48
hours of notification. No further excavation or disturbance of
the identified material, or any area reasonably suspected to
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overlie additional remains, can occur until a determination
has been made. If the County Coroner determines that the
remains are, or are believed to be, of Native American
ancestry, the coroner would notify the Native American
Heritage Commission within 24 hours. In accordance with
California Public Resources Code, Section 5097.98, the
Native American Heritage Commission must immediately
notify those persons it believes to be the Most Likely
Descendant from the deceased Native American. Within 48
hours of this notification, the Most Likely Descendant would
recommend to the lead agency their preferred treatment of
the remains and associated grave goods.

Impact GEO-1: Construction
activities could inadvertently
expose, damage, and destroy
paleontological resources.

Mitigation Measure GEO-1: Paleontological Resources.
Discovery of a paleontological specimen during any phase
of the project shall result in a work stoppage in the vicinity
of the find until it can be evaluated by a professional
paleontologist. Should loss or damage be detected,
additional protective measures or further action (e.g.,
resource removal), as determined by a professional
paleontologist, shall be implemented to mitigate the impact.

Impact NOI-1: Project
construction activities could
result in a substantial temporary
increase in ambient noise level
in the vicinity of the project site
that could annoy sensitive noise
receptors and/or interfere with
the normal use and enjoyment of
residential properties.

Mitigation Measure NOI-1: Reduce Potential Project
Construction Noise Levels. To reduce potential noise levels
from project construction activities, the SCUSD and/or its
construction contractor(s) shall:

1. All work shall be subject to the time limitations of the
City of Santa Clara Municipal Code and shall be
performed within approved working hours (7:00 AM
to 6:00 PM on Monday through Friday and 9:00 AM
to 6:00 PM on Saturdays with work prohibited on
Sundays and holidays). Work on Sundays and
holidays shall be approved if it is essential to ensure
the project stays on schedule and avoids delays to
allow completion of construction work activities prior
to the start of school. Signs shall be posted at the
entrance to the site and at construction equipment
staging areas informing all workers and construction
contractors of these requirements. Signs shall also
be posted informing community members who to
contact with noise concerns or questions.

2. Construction Equipment Selection, Use, and Noise
Control Measures: The following measures shall
apply to construction equipment used at the project
site:
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a.

3. Prepare a Construction Noise Complaint Plan: The
contractor shall prepare a Construction Noise
Compilaint Plan that shall:

a.

Construction staging shall occur as far away
from residential land uses as possible given site
and active work constraints.

Electric hook-ups shall be provided for stationary
equipment (e.g., pumps, compressors, welding
sets). This measure shall be subject to the
approval of the local electric utility. If electric
service is denied, the SCUSD shall ensure
actions 2a and 2c are implemented.

All stationary noise generating equipment shall
be located as far as possible from residential
land uses given site and active work constraints.

Heavy equipment engines shall be equipped
with standard noise suppression devices such
as mufflers, engine covers, and
engine/mechanical isolators, mounts, and be
maintained in accordance with manufacturer’s
recommendations during active construction
activities.

Pneumatic tools shall include a suppression
device on the compressed air exhaust.

No radios or other amplified sound devices shall
be audible beyond the property line of the
construction site, unless necessary to complete
the construction of the proposed project.

Identify the name and/or title and contact
information (including phone number and email)
for a designated contractor representative
responsible for addressing construction-related
noise issues.

At a minimum, upon receipt of a noise complaint,
describe that the contractor representative shall
identify the noise source generating the
complaint, determine the cause of the complaint,
and take steps to resolve the complaint in
coordination with the SCUSD.
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Impact TCR-1: Project
construction could result in
discovery of significant Native
American artifacts (tribal finds).

Mitigation Measure TCR-1: Consideration of All Native
American Archaeological Resource Discoveries. All
Native American artifacts (tribal finds) shall be considered
as a significant Tribal Cultural Resource, pursuant to PRC
21074 until the lead agency has enough evidence to make
a determination of significance. The SCUSD shall
coordinate with an archaeologist who meets the U.S.
Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualifications, as
well as an appropriate tribe or tribes, as determined by the
NAHC, to develop an appropriate treatment plan for the
resources. The plan may include implementation of
archaeological data recovery excavations to address
treatment of the resource along with subsequent laboratory
processing and analysis. An archaeological report will be
written detailing all archaeological finds and submitted to
the SCUSD.

These Standard Design and Construction Measures will be included in project construction
drawings and/or specifications and as such are considered a part of the project and are not

considered mitigation measures.

Impact Section

Standard Design and Construction Measure

Air Quality

Fugitive Dust — To reduce potential fugitive dust that may
be generated by project construction activities, the SCUSD
or its contractor shall implement the following BAAQMD
basic construction measures when they are appropriate:

o All active construction areas will be watered twice
daily or more often if necessary. Increased watering
frequency will be required whenever wind speeds
exceed 15 miles-per-hour.

o Cover stockpiles of debris, soil, sand, and any other
materials that can be windblown. Trucks transporting
these materials will be covered.

e If required pursuant to BAAQMD Regulation 6 Rule 6
(regarding construction site size being 1-acre or
larger), all visible mud or dirt trackout onto adjacent
public roads will be removed using wet power vacuum
street sweepers at least once per day or as often as
necessary to keep them free of dust and debris
associated with site construction. The use of dry
power sweeping is prohibited.

o Subsequent to clearing, grading, or excavating,
exposed portions of the site will be watered,
landscaped, treated with soil stabilizers, or covered as
soon as possible. Hydroseed or apply (nontoxic) soil
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stabilizers to inactive construction areas and
previously graded areas inactive for 10 days or more.

¢ Installation of sandbags or other erosion control
measures to prevent silt runoff to public roadways.

¢ Replanting of vegetation in disturbed areas as soon
as possible after completion of construction.

¢ Idling times will be minimized either by shutting
equipment off when not in use or reducing the
maximum idling time to five minutes. Clear signage
will be provided for construction workers at vehicle
access points.

e All construction equipment will be maintained and
properly tuned in accordance with manufacturer’s
specifications. All equipment will be checked by a
certified mechanic and determined to be running in
proper condition prior to operation.

o Post a publicly visible sign with the telephone number
and person to contact regarding dust complaints. This
person will respond and take corrective action within
48 hours. The BAAQMD’s phone number will also be
visible to ensure compliance with applicable
regulations.

Geology and Soils Geotechnical Investigation. The Field Act and Division of
the State Architect (DSA) require the preparation of site
and project specific geotechnical reports. All
recommendations from these required reports shall be
included in project plans and specifications.

Hazardous Materials Identification Removal and or Remediation. Current and
future phases of construction would be subject to both
Division of the State Architect and Department of Toxic
Substances Control (DTSC) oversight for the identification
and remediation of hazardous materials affected by Master
Plan activities. This process includes the preparation of a
Preliminary Environmental Assessment (PEA) to identify
hazardous materials and would be conducted for each
subsequent phase of the Master Plan as the phases are
funded. The PEA identifies materials for remediation and a
phase-specific Work Plan would be developed, then would
need to be reviewed and approved by DTSC then
implemented by the District and/or its contractors to
address and remediate any concerns.

Hydrology/Water Quality General Permit for Construction Activity. The project
disturbs more than one acre of land and therefore requires
compliance with the requirements of the California General
Permit for Stormwater Discharges associated with
Construction Activity (Permit No. CAS000002). The
Construction General Permit requires the filing of a Notice
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of Intent (NOI) with the State Water Resources Control
Board (SWRCB) and preparation and implementation of a
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) during
construction.

In order to meet the requirements of the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program for
construction, construction contractors shall install and
maintain appropriate BMPs, as shown in the erosion control
plans and in accordance with the SWPPP, on all
construction projects.

BMPs shall be installed in accordance with industry
recommended standards, and/or in accordance with the
Construction General Permit issued by the state. Sediment,
construction materials, debris and wastes, and other
pollutants must be retained on site and may not be
transported from the site via sheet flow, swales, area
drains, natural drainage courses, wind, or vehicle tracking
to the extent feasible. Under direction of the Contractor's
qualified SWPPP practitioner, erosion and/or sediment
control devices shall be modified as needed as the project
progresses to ensure effectiveness. The contractor shall
download and keep a copy of the SWPPP on site and
available for review throughout the entire construction
period.

Transportation

Traffic Control - For all construction affecting vehicle,
bicycle, or pedestrian circulation patterns, the contractor
will provide vehicle traffic control measures to ensure safety
and vehicle flow during construction, and which ensure
public safety and provide for adequate access to public
rights-of-way during construction.
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Chapter 1. Introduction

This Initial Study evaluates the potential environmental effects of a project to implement Master
Plan improvements at the Santa Clara Unified School District’s Scott Lane Elementary School
site located at 1925 Scott Boulevard in Santa Clara, California.

1.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW

This Initial Study evaluates the environmental impacts of the project which is the implementation
of a Master Plan for facility improvements at Scott Lane Elementary School, located at 1925
Scott Lane Boulevard, Santa Clara. A Master Plan is a dynamic long-term planning document
that provides a visionary site plan to guide future expansion with enhanced student access to
the site. The Master Plan construction will be arranged in multiple phases. Phase 1 was
completed in 2024 and future phases are currently unfunded with no definitive timeline for
implementation. This Initial Study addresses the full buildout of the Master Plan including
replacing all of the portable buildings on campus and other campus renovations, including the
following:

Phase 2a

e Demolish building F.

e Construct new two-story classroom building.
Phase 2b

e Demolish existing library building.

e Remove four portable buildings.
Phase 3a

e Construct new multipurpose building.
Phase 3b

o Demolish existing multipurpose building.
Phase 4a

e Construct new Early Learning Center with classrooms and play yards for preschool,
transitional kindergarten, and kindergarten.

¢ Modernize existing classrooms and add collaboration spaces.
Phase 4b

o Demolish existing kindergarten buildings.
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o Remove existing preschool portable buildings.
Phase 5a

e Expand parking lot.

¢ Construct new outdoor learning space.

e Construct new administration building and entry plaza.
Phase 5b

e Remove remaining portable buildings.

o Demolish existing administration building.

The intent of the Master Plan is to modernize the campus and update facilities for current and
projected school needs by increasing the number of classrooms by six and adding an additional
capacity of 157 students. Phase 1 of the Master Plan was funded with several capital
improvement sources. A Categorical Exemption was prepared to address proposed
improvements in Phase 1 (March 2024). The improvements, while included in the Master Plan,
were found to have independent utility from the other phases and therefore was able to be
evaluated separately from the remainder of the Master Plan phases that have yet to be funded.
The other improvements identified in the Master Plan will be completed as funding is secured
for each phase. The intent of this Initial Study is to programmatically cover future, currently
unfunded, phases of the Master Plan to streamline future implementation of those phases.

1.2 REGULATORY GUIDANCE

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA,; Public Resources Code § 21000 et seq.) and
the CEQA Guidelines (14 CCR §15000 et seq.) establish the Santa Clara Unified School District
(SCUSD) as the lead agency for the project. The lead agency is defined in CEQA Guidelines
Section 15367 as, “the public agency which has the principal responsibility for carrying out or
approving a project.” The lead agency is responsible for preparing the appropriate
environmental review document under CEQA. The SCUSD Board serves as the decision-
making body for the SCUSD and is responsible for adopting the CEQA document and approving
the project.

CEQA Guidelines Section 15070 states a public agency shall prepare a proposed Negative
Declaration or a Mitigated Negative Declaration when:

1. The Initial Study shows that there is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record
before the agency, that the project may have a significant effect on the environment, or

2. The Initial Study identifies potentially significant effects, but:
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¢ Revisions in the project plans made before a proposed Mitigated Negative
Declaration and Initial Study are released for public review would avoid the effects or
mitigate the effects to a point where no significant effects would occur, and

e There is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the agency, that
the project as revised may have a significant effect on the environment.

Pursuant to Section 15070, the SCUSD has determined a Mitigated Negative Declaration is the
appropriate environmental review document for the Scott Lane Elementary School Master Plan
project.

To ensure that the mitigation measures and project revisions identified in a Mitigated Negative
Declaration (MND) are implemented, CEQA Guidelines Section 15097(a) requires the SCUSD
to adopt a program for monitoring or reporting on the revisions which it has required in the
project and the measures it has imposed to mitigate or avoid significant environmental effects.
The SCUSD shall prepare a Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program based on the
mitigation measures contained in this Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND).

1.3 LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION

The lead agency for the project is the Santa Clara Unified School District. The contact person
for the lead agency is:

Melissa Kersh
Santa Clara Unified School District
Project Manager, Facility Development and Planning
1889 Lawrence Road
Santa Clara, CA 95051
(408) 423-2148

1.4 DOCUMENT PURPOSE AND ORGANIZATION

The purpose of this document is to evaluate the potential environmental effects of the Scott
Lane Elementary School Master Plan Project. This document is organized as follows:

o Chapter 1 — Introduction. This chapter introduces the project and describes the purpose
and organization of this document.

o Chapter 2 — Project Description. This chapter describes the project location, area, site,
objectives, and characteristics.

¢ Chapter 3 — Environmental Checklist and Responses. This chapter contains the
Environmental Checklist that identifies the significance of potential environmental
impacts (by environmental issue) and a brief discussion of each impact resulting from
implementation of the proposed project. This chapter also contains the Mandatory
Findings of Significance.
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¢ Chapter 4 — References. This chapter provides a list of references used in the
preparation of this document, in alphabetical order.

o Chapter 5 — List of Preparers. This chapter provides a list of those involved in the
preparation of this document.

e Append