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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
 

 
TO:  Santa Barbara County Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
 
FROM:  Laguna County Sanitation District 
 
The project or activity identified below is determined to be exempt from further environmental 
review requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970, as defined in 
the State and County Guidelines for the implementation of CEQA. 
 
APN:  113-200-013, 113-210-015, and 113-240-015 Case No.:  Not applicable 
 
Location:  [Include street address and cross street (if urbanized area)] 
 
Project Title:  Lease Agreement for the Grazing of Non-Dairy Livestock on Laguna County 
Sanitation District Property 
 
Project Applicant:   
 
Project Description:  Renewal of the lease for the grazing of cattle on 542.6 acres of irrigated and 
non-irrigated Laguna County Sanitation District property with K2 Cattle Company, LLC for the 
next five years.  The land is divided into 4 pastures to provide for cattle rotation.  Irrigation is 
performed by a separate agricultural labor contractor.   The pastures are irrigated with District 
treated recycled water. 
 
Name of Public Agency Approving Project:  Laguna County Sanitation District Board of Directors 
 
Name of Person or Entity Carrying Out Project:  Laguna County Sanitation District  
 
Exempt Status:   

 Ministerial 
 Statutory Exemption 
X Categorical Exemption 
 Emergency Project 
 Declared Emergency 

 
Cite specific CEQA and/or CEQA Guidelines Section:  [cite section number and brief description 
or title of the exemption] 15301. EXISTING FACILITIES (Class 1) and 15304. MINOR ALTERATIONS 
TO LAND (Class 4). 
 
Reasons to support exemption findings:  CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 consists of the 
operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of existing 
public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features, involving 
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negligible or no expansion of existing or former use. CEQA Guidelines Section 15304 consists of 
minor public or private alterations in the condition of land, water, and/or vegetation which do 
not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees except for forestry or agricultural purposes.  
 
The proposed project represents a renewal of a lease to allow cattle grazing on Laguna County 
Sanitation District property.  Grazing has been conducted on the properties since 1988.  The 
pastures consist of primarily perennial Bermuda grass and non-native annual grasses.  One of the 
pastures (Pasture 5) is within the Conservation Easement recorded in association with the Habitat 
Conservation Plan (HCP) and Incidental Take Permit (ITP) for the Laguna County Sanitation 
District’s Facilities Construction, Operation, and Maintenance activities.  Grazing of this pasture 
is included in the HCP and the Conservation Easement management plan.  The lease includes 
provisions for compliance with the ITP and HCP and includes specifications for the grazing 
operation to prevent degradation of the forage or damage to the land.   
 
Consistent with CEQA Guidelines Sections 15301 and 15304, the renewal of the lease would 
involve continued operation of an existing grazing operation on existing Laguna County 
Sanitation District property with no expansion of the use and would only result in temporary 
minor alteration of the vegetation as the pastures are grazed and rotated to prevent overgrazing 
and no tree removal would occur.  Therefore, the project can be found to be categorically exempt 
from CEQA. 
 
The proposed project does not involve unusual circumstances, including future activities, 
resulting in or which might reasonably result in significant impacts which threaten the 
environment. The exceptions to the categorical exemptions pursuant to Section 15300.2 of the 
State CEQA Guidelines are:  
 

(a) Location. Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project is 
to be located – a project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the environment 
may in a particularly sensitive environment be significant. Therefore, these classes are 
considered to apply all instances, except where the project may impact on an 
environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern where designated, precisely 
mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local agencies. 
 
Except for Pasture 5, the areas proposed for grazing under the renewed lease are not in 
sensitive areas.  Pasture 5 is within the conservation area preserved for California tiger 
salamander and California red-legged frog under the District’s HCP and ITP.  The 
Conservation Area Management Plan and the Lease include provisions to prevent harm 
to these species through management of the irrigation and grazing.  Therefore, this 
exclusion does not apply.  
 

(b) Cumulative Impact. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the 
cumulative impact of successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time 
is significant.  
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The proposed project is the continuation of grazing that has occurred since 1988. No 
other projects have or are proposed that would contribute to cumulative impacts.  
Therefore, this exclusion does not apply. 
 
 

(c) Significant Effect. A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where there 
is a reasonable possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the 
environment due to unusual circumstances. 
 
Except for Pasture 5, the areas proposed for grazing under the renewed lease are not in 
sensitive areas.  Pasture 5 is within the conservation area preserved for California tiger 
salamander and California red-legged frog under the District’s HCP and ITP.  The 
Conservation Area Management Plan and the Lease include provisions to prevent harm 
to these species through management of the irrigation and grazing.  Therefore, 
continuation of the grazing lease is not expected to result in a significant effect on the 
environment and this exclusion does not apply. 
 
 

(d) Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may 
result in damage to scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic 
buildings, rock outcroppings, or similar resources, within a highway officially designated 
as a state scenic highway. This does not apply to improvements which are required as 
mitigation by an adopted negative declaration or certified EIR. 
 
The project involves a lease for continued grazing on irrigated and non-irrigated fields and 
does not affect scenic resources. Therefore, this exemption does not apply. 
 
 

(e) Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project located 
on a site which is included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the 
Government Code. 
 
The properties involved in the grazing lease are not known to be listed on any hazardous 
waste site databases.  Therefore, this exemption does not apply. 
 
 

(f) Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may 
cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource. 
 
The project involves a lease for continued grazing on irrigated and non-irrigated fields and 
does not affect historical resources. Therefore, this exemption does not apply. 
 

Lead Agency Contact Person:  Martin Wilder, District Manager Phone #:    
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Department/Division Representative:  Joddi Leipner, Engineering Environmental Project Leader 
 
Date:  October 26, 2024 
 
Acceptance Date:  ______________________ 
 
Date Filed by County Clerk:  ______________________ 
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