
 

Rincon Consultants, Inc. 

180 North Ashwood Avenue 

Ventura, CA 93003 

Phone: 805-644-4455 

 

December 24, 2024 

Project No: 24-16251 

Christopher Solis, P.E. 

Engineering Manager, Roads & Transportation 

Ventura County Public Works Agency 

800 S Victoria Ave 

Ventura, CA 93009 

Via email: christopher.solis@ventura.org 

Subject:  Statutory Exemption Memorandum under the California Environmental Quality Act 

for the Lockwood Valley Road Emergency Repairs Project 

Ventura County, California  

Dear Mr. Solis: 

Rincon Consultants, Inc. is pleased to submit this memorandum for the Lockwood Valley Road 

Emergency Repairs Project (project), located at mile point (MP) 1.75 and MP 12.69 in 

unincorporated Ventura County, California. The purpose of this memorandum is to verify that the 

project meets the provisions of a Statutory Exemption under Section 15269(d) of the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. This memorandum will accompany the Notice of 

Exemption for the project. 

Project Overview 

Following severe storm events that occurred in February 2024, Lockwood Valley Road requires 

permanent emergency repairs in two areas, the first at MP 1.75 and the second at MP 12.69 

(Attachment A, Figures 1-3). At MP 1.75, the Cuyama River undermined the roadbed, breaking 

apart the asphalt and causing severe damage, leading to the closure of the road in both directions. 

The southern shoulder at MP 1.75 has been backfilled and fortified with road base allowing 

residents to drive onto the shoulder and around the damaged roadway. Non-resident drivers must 

detour around the closure, resulting in increased commute times and vehicle miles traveled (VMT). 

The roadway needs to be repaired to facilitate safe reopening. At MP 12.69, the corrugated metal 

pipe (CMP) culvert passing beneath the roadway was damaged by high water pressure during the 

storm events. The culvert needs to be repaired for proper stormwater management, and to prevent 

additional erosion and undercutting of the roadway. Representative site photographs depicting 

existing conditions are provided in Attachment B. 

The Ventura County Public Works Agency – Roads and Transportation (Agency) intends to complete 

repair work within existing Agency rights of way or within temporary construction easements 

obtained by the Agency, as illustrated in the attached project plans (Attachment C).  

Improvements at MP 1.75 include the reconstruction and repair of an approximately 310-linear 

foot segment of Lockwood Valley Road. The repairs necessitate removal and recycling of damaged 

road material, excavation and placement of rock rip-rap revetment with a buried rock toe along 

the Cuyama River, re-creation of the road foundation, and reconstruction of the roadway with 

asphalt concrete (AC) and processed miscellaneous base (PMB). Temporary diversion of river 

water would be required to facilitate these improvements; a project-specific water diversion plan 

would be prepared in compliance with the Ventura County Watershed Protection District’s Water 
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Diversion Guide1. The project would also entail reconstruction of the southerly shoulder, restriping 

of the road, and re-construction of a rumble strip along the roadway centerline. Erosion and slope 

control measures would include armored rock riprap to protect the soil and road from erosion 

caused by future water flow. These proposed improvements would not expand the existing 

roadway. Following completion, the lane widths at MP 1.75 would remain 12 feet, and the 

southern shoulder width would remain 10 feet.  

At MP 12.69, the project involves removal and disposal of an existing rusted CMP that ruptured 

on the south side roadway embankment, construction of a new headwall, installation of a 

reinforced concrete pipe connecting to the existing functional CMP with a concrete collar, 

placement of Class IV rock riprap with filter fabric, backfill with controlled low-strength material, 

and implementation of erosion control measures, including hydroseeding, to mitigate future 

erosion around the new culvert. 

Consistency Analysis 

Section 15269(d) of the CEQA Guidelines provides a Statutory Exemption for emergency projects. 

Specifically, Section 15269(d), exempts the following emergency projects from the requirements 

of CEQA: 

“(d) Projects undertaken, carried out, or approved by a public agency to 

maintain, repair, or restore an existing highway damaged by fire, flood, storm, 

earthquake, land subsidence, gradual earth movement, or landslide, 

provided that the project is within the existing right of way of that highway 

and is initiated within one year of the damage occurring. This exemption does 

not apply to highways designated as official state scenic highways, nor any 

project undertaken, carried out, or approved by a public agency to expand or 

widen a highway damaged by fire, flood, storm, earthquake, land subsidence, 

gradual earth movement, or landslide.”  

The Lockwood Valley Road Emergency Repairs Project qualifies for a Statutory Exemption under 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15269(d) as a project being undertaken by a public agency to repair an 

existing highway damaged by flood and storm. A project exempt from CEQA under Section 

15269(d) must also be in conformance with the following requirements: 

(1) The project is within the existing right of way. 

The project area is located entirely within the Agency’s existing right of way, including within 

temporary construction easements previously obtained by the Agency, as illustrated in the 

attached project plans in Attachment C.  

(2) The project is initiated within one year of the damage occurring. 

The damage to Lockwood Valley Road occurred during the storm events of February 2024. The 

development of construction plans for the repair and the initiation of the environmental 

approval process have occurred within 12 months of the initial damage. Therefore, the proejct 

has been initiated within one year of the damage occurring. 

(3) The project is not located on a highway designated as official state scenic highways. 

 
 
1 Ventura County Watershed Protection District. 2019. Water Diversion Guide for the Ventura County 
Maintenance Program EIR. December 2007.  
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Lockwood Valley Road is not designated as an official state scenic highway2 .  

(4) The project is not undertaken to expand or widen a damaged highway. 

The project would restore the road to its original condition with the addition of stormwater 

management and erosion control features. As shown in the project plans in Attachment C, 

the project would not add extra lanes. Following construction, lanes would be restored to 

their original widths.  

Conclusion 

Based on the analysis documented in this memorandum, the proposed Lockwood Valley Road 

Emergency Repairs Project meets all criteria for a Statutory Exemption under CEQA Guidelines 

Section 15269(d). Therefore, it is concluded that the project is statutorily exempt from CEQA. 

Sincerely,  

Rincon Consultants, Inc.  

 
Taylor Freeman, MEERM Kim Avila, AICP ENV SP 

Senior Project Manager Principal 

  

 
 
2 California Department of Transportation. 2019. California State Scenic Highway System Map. Available: 
https://caltrans.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=465dfd3d807c46cc8e8057116f1aacaa.  
 

https://caltrans.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=465dfd3d807c46cc8e8057116f1aacaa


 

 



  

Attachment A  
Figures



 Ventura County Public Works Agency 

Lockwood Valley Road Emergency Repairs Project 

 

Figure 1 Regional Location Map 
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Figure 2 Project Location Map, MP 1.75
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Figure 3 Project Location Map, MP 12.69



 

 

Attachment B 
Representative Site Photos 
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MP 1.75, Existing Conditions 

Image 1: Lockwood Valley Road looking east, showing the fortified southern shoulder adjacent to 

the eastbound travel lane 

 

Image 2: Lockwood Valley Road looking east, showing damage to the westbound travel lane 
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Image 3: Lockwood Valley Road looking west, showing initial damage immediately following the 

severe storm event 

I
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MP 12.69, Existing Conditions 

Images 1 and 2: Looking northeast and northwest toward Lockwood Valley Road, showing the 

erosion and blown-out culvert on the southern side of the roadway. 
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Images 3 and 4: Looking southeast and southwest toward Lockwood Valley Road, showing the 

existing headwall on the northern side of the roadway. 

 

 
 



 

 

Appendix C 
 Project Plans
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