
 
 

 

 
  
 

  

  
   

   

 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   
     

 
  

 
      
 

   

   
 

      
   

 
   

 

 

  

 

  

 

        Statutory Exemptions. State code number:  

          

   

_______________________________________________

Print Form 

Notice of Exemption Appendix E 

 From: (Public Agency):  ____________________________To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113

 _______________________________________________Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

 County Clerk 
(Address) 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

County of:  __________________ 

Project Title:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Applicant:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Location - Specific: 

Project Location - City: ______________________ Project Location - County: 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 

_____________________ 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project:  _____________________________________________________ 

Name of Person or Agency  Carrying Out Project: ________________________________________________ 

Exempt Status:  (check one): 
Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 

Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 

Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 

Reasons why project is exempt: 

Lead Agency 
Contact Person: ____________________________ Area Code/Telephone/Extension: _______________ 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes No 

Signature: ____________________________ Date: 

Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:  
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

_______________ 

Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:  ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________ Title: _______________________ 

Revised 2011 


	From Public Agency: San Francisco Planning Department
	County of 2: 
	Project Title: Sunol Valley Fish Passage Project
	Project Applicant: California Trout Inc.
	Project Location  City: Sunol
	Project Location  County: Alameda
	Name of Public Agency Approving Project: San Francisco Public Utilities Commission
	Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Claire Buchanan, California Trout Inc.
	Ministerial Sec 21080b1 15268: 
	Declared Emergency Sec 21080b3 15269a: 
	Emergency Project Sec 21080b4 15269bc: 
	Categorical Exemption State type and section number: 
	Statutory Exemptions State code number: X
	Contact Person: Joy Navarrete
	Area CodeTelephoneExtension: 628-652-7561
	Date: 01/09/2025
	Title: Principal Environmental Planner
	Date Received for filing at OPR: 
	FromAddress1: 49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1400
	FromAddress2: San Francisco, CA 94102
	County of 1: 
	County of 3: 
	Description of Nature: Currently in Sunol Valley, a concrete erosion control mat (Er-Con mat) protecting a 36-inch pipeline, L303, owned and operated by Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E), blocks upstream and downstream fish passage on mainstem Alameda Creek between the San Antonio Creek confluence and Calaveras Dam. The Er-Con mat is approximately 200 feet long, 70 feet wide, totaling .03 acres. The project is centrally focused on removal of the Er-con mat which will restore fish passage upon completion. The existing L303 pipe crossing Alameda Creek is operating in an effective and safe manner and the intent of this project is solely to restore ecological function to benefit fish and riparian habitat in upper Alameda Creek. Pipeline L-303 will be replaced with a new pipeline buried about 18 feet below the existing Alameda Creek grade to eliminate any need for an erosion control structure in the creek bed that limits fish migration and ecological function. The new pipeline will be located approximately 114 feet north of the existing one to allow for an open trench with shallow side slopes to account for soil stability during the construction excavation. The new pipeline will be connected to the existing pipeline outside of the creek banks, on both the east and west sides, at the same locations that the old line was cut out. The project will also regrade the Alameda Creek channel several hundred feet upstream and downstream of the pipeline crossing. No changes to hydrology or flooding regimes will result from the restoration activities, except for a slight reduction in the flood elevations and a reduction in the amount of erosion that otherwise would have occurred due to the 7-foot drop after Er-Con Mat removal. Sediments upstream of the fish passage barrier are not contaminated, and sediment currently passes over the Er-Con Mat in large flow events. The project phases would include fish and exclusion bypass; pipeline burial; regrading; and revegetation.Alameda Creek is an essential watershed for Central California Coast steelhead distinct population segment (Oncorhynchus mykiss; CCC steelhead; DPS), a federally threatened species (NMFS 2016) and may have the highest steelhead restoration potential of any stream in the Bay Area, being the largest local tributary to San Francisco Bay and given the extensive suitable upstream habitat now available to migratory fish. The NMFS recovery plan lists the upper portion of Alameda Creek as having a moderate to high Intrinsic Potential for Steelhead (NMFS 2016) and being Essential habitat for species recovery.Removal of the Er-Con mat will allow steelhead and potentially Chinook salmon and lamprey to access approximately 20 additional miles of spawning habitat in Alameda Creek and its tributaries. It is critical that these native fishes including steelhead have the opportunity to migrate unimpeded upstream or downstream as streamflows and conditions change throughout the year to access perennial habitat with cool water, food, cover, and sufficient spawning and rearing habitat. This is critical for recovery of steelhead in a changing climate where cool perennial streamflow and spawning gravel lie at higher elevations upstream of the project site.
	Project Location: La Costa Valley, California U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute quadrangle located at 37.569014, -121.872864.
	Categorical Exemption Type and Section Number: 
	Statuatory Exemptions: Code: 21080.56
	ReasonExempt: SF Planning has determined the Project is exclusively a project to conserve, restore, protect, or enhance, and assist in the recovery of California native fish and wildlife, and the habitat upon which they depend, and a project to restore or provide habitat for California native fish and wildlife.
	NOWfiledno: Off
	YesNOWfiled: On
	Signed by Applicant: Off
	Signed by Lead Agency: On
	Date_2: 


