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December 17, 2025 

 

John King, Planning and Building Director 

Planning Department 

City of Paramount 

16400 Colorado Avenue 

Paramount, California 90723 

RE: Clearwater Specific Plan 

            SCH # 2025010201 

            Vic. LA-710/PM 14.97, LA-105/PM R14.11 

            GTS # LA-2025-04948-DEIR 

Dear John King: 

 

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the 

environmental review process for the above-referenced environmental document.  The 

proposed Specific Plan identifies the long-term vision and objectives for private 

development and public improvements, including creation of a new street grid, within the 

Planning Area.  The Specific Plan establishes land use, transportation, infrastructure, 

economic development, and urban design strategies to promote a vibrant, inclusive, and 

pedestrian-oriented neighborhood center.  The Planning Area is envisioned as a dynamic 

live-work-play hub for residents and visitors.  The Specific Plan includes a mixed-use district 

that would provide retail, entertainment, housing, and open space amenities for local 

residents.  The Specific Plan would also provide for an artisanal manufacturing and creative 

live/work district that includes industrial uses along with residential uses.  The 2045 planning 

horizon for the Planning Area is estimated to result in increases of approximately 1 million 

square feet of non-residential space (excluding square footage for structured parking), 

2,000 dwelling units, 4,643 residents, and 138 employees for the 2045 horizon year. 

 

The mission of Caltrans is to provide a safe and reliable transportation network that serves 

all people and respects the environment.  Senate Bill 743 (2013) has codified into CEQA law 

and mandated that CEQA review of transportation impacts of proposed development be 

modified by using Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) as the primary metric in identifying 

transportation impacts for all future development projects.  As a reminder, all environmental 

documents should include Vehicle Miles Traveled.  You may reference the Governor’s 

Office of Planning and Research (OPR) for more information: 

 

https://opr.ca.gov/ceqa/#guidelines-updates 

 

 

The proposed Specific Plan aims to improve Clearwater's public spaces with street 

standards and guidelines. It focuses on pedestrian-friendly sidewalks, landscaping, active 

transportation infrastructure to encourage walking and biking, and optimizing curbside 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/
https://opr.ca.gov/ceqa/#guidelines-updates
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parking. A key goal is to address the current shortage of adequate sidewalks and 

streetscape facilities. 

 

The Specific Plan proposes a multi-use path with a bikeway along the western edge from 

Somerset Boulevard to Rosecrans Avenue, next to the Union Pacific railway. This path 

would connect directly to the future Southeast Gateway Station at Paramount/Rosecrans 

through the planned bike path along the Southern California Edison corridor north of 

Rosecrans Avenue. 

 

The Specific Plan promotes high-density and mixed-use development in a transit priority 

area, consistent with Connect SoCal. It focuses on development within 0.5 miles of the 

planned light rail station and existing bus stops, such as LA Metro 125. The area is serviced 

by LA Metro Bus Lines 125 (Rosecrans Ave), 265 (Paramount Blvd), and 127 (Somerset Blvd), 

along with Long Beach Transit Route 71 (Rosecrans Ave).  The Specific Plan would support 

the local public transit system and ongoing efforts to improve connections with other 

regional transit facilities and services (Metro bus service, Long Beach Transit, Green Line, 

etc.). 

 

The proposed Specific Plan is within a transit priority area and aligns with transit-oriented 

development goals. Thus, it meets the "Proximity to Transit Based Screening Criteria" per 

County Guidelines used by the City of Paramount, and with Mitigation Measure TRAN-1, it 

will have an insignificant VMT impact. 

 

TRAN-1: Prior to completion of the planned Southeast Gateway Line Paramount/Rosecrans 

station, all development proposals within the Clearwater Specific Plan Planning Area shall 

be required to prepare a project-specific VMT screening/analysis, in accordance with the 

County of Los Angeles Vehicle Miles Traveled Guidelines. If the development proposal does 

not screen out from further VMT review, a more detailed VMT analysis would be required in 

accordance with the requirements of the County VMT Guideline, including, if necessary, 

additional measures to reduce VMT to meet County VMT thresholds. After completion of 

the planned Southeast Gateway Line Paramount/Rosecrans station, only development 

proposals involving APN 6241-016-023 or 6241-016-907 shall be required to prepare a project-

specific VMT screening/analysis. 

 

As noted in Caltrans’ comment letter dated February 4, 2025, safety impact analysis were 

requested for several key intersections near State facilities.  However, based on the 

environmental documents provided to date, it appears that detailed safety evaluations, 

such as queuing analyses, have not been performed for the intersections listed in the letter.  

These include: 

• I-710/Rosecrans Avenue  

• I-710/Alondra Blvd.  

• I-105/Garfield Avenue  

• I-105/Paramount Blvd.  



John King 

December 17, 2025 

Page 3 

 

 

“Provide a safe and reliable transportation network that serves all people and respects the environment”

Given the scale of the City of Paramount Clearwater Specific Plan and its potential impacts 

on circulation and land use, Caltrans recommends a safety analysis such as queuing 

analysis with existing signal timing be prepared at above intersections providing access to 

the State Highway System.  These locations may see increased volumes and turning 

movements under buildout conditions, raising the risk of spillback onto freeway off-ramps.  

When impacts are identified, this analysis would determine mitigation measures such as 

signal timing adjustments, intersection modifications, Transportation System Management 

(TSM), or additional TDM strategies consistent with Caltrans’ Transportation Demand 

Management Toolbox: 

https://transportationplanning.onramp.dot.ca.gov/downloads/transportationplanning/file

s/regionalplanning/Final%20Draft%202023%20LDR%20TDM%20Toolbox%20071923.pdf 

Please be reminded that any improvement performed within the State Right-of-way will 

require an Encroachment Permit from Caltrans.  Any modifications to State facilities must 

meet all mandatory design standard and specifications.   

 

Any transportation of heavy construction equipment and/or materials that require the use 

of oversized transport vehicles on State highways will need a Caltrans transportation 

permit.  Any large-size truck trips be limited to off-peak commute periods for the 

construction phase and operation phase.  Construction truck loads should be covered with 

a tarpaulin cover.   

 

Storm water run-off is a sensitive issue for Los Angeles County.  Please be mindful that 

projects should be designed to discharge clean run-off water.   

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Alan Lin, the project coordinator, 

at (213) 269-1124 and refer to GTS # LA-2025-04948-DEIR. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

MIYA EDMONSON 

LDR/CEQA Branch Chief  

 

email: State Clearinghouse 

https://transportationplanning.onramp.dot.ca.gov/downloads/transportationplanning/files/regionalplanning/Final%20Draft%202023%20LDR%20TDM%20Toolbox%20071923.pdf
https://transportationplanning.onramp.dot.ca.gov/downloads/transportationplanning/files/regionalplanning/Final%20Draft%202023%20LDR%20TDM%20Toolbox%20071923.pdf

