




































































































































































































































































marks and bats squeaking and chattering). Bat 
detectors, bat call analysis, and visual observation 
shall be used during all dusk emergence and pre­
dawn re-entry surveys, and to determine if night 
roosting is occurring in the area. The following 
actions will also be conducted as needed: 

• If bats are found using any trees or structures 
within the Project area, including the bridge 
and any cliff swallow nests on the bridge, the 
Qualified Bat Biologist shall identify the bats 
to the species level and evaluate the colony, 
if applicable, to determine its size and 
significance. The bat survey results shall 
include: 1) the exact location of all roosting 
sites (location shall be described and 
mapped); 2) the number of bats present at the 
time of visit (count or estimate); 3) each 
species of bat present (including how the 
species was identified); 4) the location of all 
signs of bats (i.e. , individuals, guano, urine 
staining, corpses, feeding remains, scratch 
marks, and bats squeaking and 
chattering)(described and mapped); 5) the 
type of roost: maternity roost, winter roost 
(hibernacula), and night roost (resting at night 
while out feeding) versus a day roost (resting 
all day) must also be clearly stated; and 6) 
proposed avoidance and minimization 
measures, including avoidance of bats in 
swallow nests. The results of the survey shall 
be submitted to CDFW for review prior to 
initiating Project activities. 
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• If active maternity roosts are identified in the 
work area or 500 feet extending from the work 
area, Project construction within these areas 
shall only occur generally between October 1 
and February 28, outside of the maternity 
roosting season when young bats are present 
but are not yet ready to fly out of the roost. 
Appropriate time to start Project construction 
to avoid impact shall be confirmed by a 
Qualified Bat Biologist. Maternity roosts shall 
not be evicted, excluded, removed, or 
disturbed. 

• If active hibernacula (winter roosts) are 
identified in the work area or 500 feet 
extending from the work area, a minimum 
500-foot no-work buffer shall be provided 
around hibernacula. The buffer shall not be 
reduced. Project-related construction and 
activities shall not occur within 500 feet of or 
directly_ under or adjacent to hibernacula. 
Buffers shall be left in place until the end of 
Project construction and activities or until a 
Qualified Bat Biologist determines that the 
hibernacula are no longer active. Project­
related construction and activities shall not 
occur between 30 minutes before sunset and 
30 minutes after sunrise. Hibernacula roosts 
shall not be evicted, excluded, removed, or 
disturbed. If avoidance of a hibernacula is not 
feasible, the Qualified Bat Biologist will 
prepare a relocation plan to remove the 
hibernacula and provide for construction of an 
alternative bat roost outside of the work area. 
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A bat roost relocation plan prepared by the 
Qualified Bat Biologist shall be submitted for 
CDFW review and approval prior to relocation 
and construction activities. The Qualified Bat 
Biologist will implement the relocation plan 
and new roost sites shall be in place before 
the commencement of any ground-disturbing 
activities that will occur within 500 feet of the 
hibernacula. New roost sites shall also be in 
place with sufficient timing prior to the 
initiation of Project-related activities to allow 
bat relocation, with the timing specified by the 
Qualified Bat Biologist with consideration of 
the species. Removal of roosts shall be 
guided by accepted exclusion and deterrent 
techniques developed by the Qualified Bat 
Biologist. The City shall compensate no less 
than 2:1 for permanent impacts to roosting 
habitat with replacement and permanent 
protection of roost habitat. 

810-9: Yuma Ridgway Rail Survey: Prior to the start 
of Project activities, a biologist who has a valid 
1 0(a)(1 )(A) Fish and Wildlife Service recovery permit 
and a CDFW CESA Memorandum of Understanding 
for Yuma Ridgway's rail shall perform 
presence/absence surveys according to the Yuma 
Ridgway Rail Survey Protocol for Project Evaluation 
within a 500-foot buffer of the Project. The survey 
requires 6 callback surveys between March 1 and 
May 15. If presence of Yuma Ridgway's rail is 
detected, Project activities that require the use of 
heavy equipment shall not take place during the 
species peak breeding season (generally February_ 
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15 to September 30) . CDFW shall be notified in 
writing of the detection of this species within three (3) 
days. If protocol surveys indicate this species is not 
present within the 500-foot buffer, Project activities 
may proceed subject to the other provisions of 
federal and state law. The results of the protocol 
surveys shall be provided to CDFW prior to 
commencement of Project activities. 

BIO-1 O: Burrowing Owl Breeding and Non-breeding 
Surveys: The City of Holtville shall perform breeding 
and non-breeding surveys per the guidance of the 
Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFG, 
2012), assess the impact, and create mitigation 
measures to include avoidance, minimization, and 
mitigation for any burrowing owls identified on-site, 
and these same measures be applied to any 
individuals found during any take avoidance surveys. 
The guidance of mitigating impacts to burrowing 
owls in the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation 
(CDFG, 2012) shall be followed, including (a) 
permanent impacts to nesting, occupied and satellite 
burrows and/or burrowing owl habitat such that the 
habitat acreage, number of burrows and burrowing 
owls impacted are replaced with permanent 
conservation of similar vegetation communities 
(grassland, scrublands, desert, urban, and 
agriculture) to provide for burrowing owl nesting, 
foraging, wintering , and dispersal (i.e., during 
breeding and non-breeding seasons) comparable to 
or better than that of the impact area, and (b) 
sufficiently large acreage, and presence of fossorial 
mammals. 
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BIO-11: Arrow-weed Thickets: To the greatest extent 
practicable, all project plans shall avoid impacts to 
arrow-weed thickets. If arrow-weed thickets cannot 
be avoided, the City of Holtville shall restore the 
habitat to pre-project conditions, or compensatory 
mitigation for direct and permanent impacts 
consisting of habitat acquisition at a minimum of a 
2: 1 ratio. Habitat acquisition sites shall be 
biologically equal or superior to existing conditions 
and shall be conserved and managed in perpetuity. 

BIO-12: Nighttime Lighting: During Project 
construction and operations over the lifetime of the 
Project, the City of Holtville shall eliminate all 
nonessential lighting throughout the Project area and 
avoid the use of artificial light at night during the 
hours of dawn and dusk when many wildlife species 
are most active. The City of Holtville shall ensure that 
all lighting for the Project is fully shielded, cast 
downward and away from surrounding open-space 
areas, reduced in intensity to the greatest extent, 
and does not result in lighting trespass including 
glare into surrounding areas or upward into the night 
sky (see the International Dark-Sky Association 
standards at https://darksky.org/). The City of 
Holtville shall ensure use of LED lighting with a 
correlated color temperature of 3,000 Kelvins or less, 
proper disposal of hazardous waste, and recycling of 
lighting that contains toxic compounds with a 
qualified recycler. 

BIO-13: Education Program: A Qualified Biologist 
shall conduct an education program for all persons 
employed or otherwise working on the Project site 
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prior to performing any work on-site (Workers 
Environmental Awareness Program; WEAP). The 
WEAP shall consist of a presentation that includes a 
discussion of the biology of the habitats and species 
that may be present at the site. The WEAP shall also 
include information on the distribution and habitat 
needs of any special-status species that may be 
present, legal protections for those species, 
penalties for violations, and mitigation measures. 
The WEAP shall include, but not be limited to: (1) 
best practices for managing waste and reducing 
activities that can lead to increased occurrences of 
opportunistic species and the impacts these species 
can have on wildlife in the area and (2) protected 
species that have the potential to occur on the 
Project site. Interpretation shall be provided for any 
non-English speaking workers, and the same 
instruction shall be provided for any individual prior 
to their performing any work onsite. 

5. CULTURAL RESOURCES 
CR-1: Inventory of Existing Conditions: Prior to the 
repair or rehabilitation of the bridge, it is 
recommended that an inventory be conducted to 
determine the age of the current existing materials. 
Specifically, the different elements of the bridge 
should be inspected to determine if they are original 
to the bridge or if they were modified/added at a later 
date. If individual members were replaced in-kind as 
part of the maintenance of the bridge over time, 
these do not need to be removed. Only materials that 
altered the original design or appearance of the 
bridge should be removed; however, replacement 
members should be noted in the inventory for 
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documentation purposes. 

CR-2: Historic American Engineering Record: Prior 
to the repair or rehabilitation of the bridge, it is 
recommended that the current condition of the 
bridge be documented through HAER-like 
documentation. The inventory of existing conditions 
conducted prior to this task should be used to help 
describe any modifications that have been made to 
the bridge and identify the remaining original 
portions. The HAER-like report should include a 
written presentation describing the physical entity 
and any appropriate engineering or architectural 
elements deemed important to the historical record. 
The report should provide a history of the bridge and 
its association with the development of the cities of 
El Centro and Holtville. The HAER-like process 
includes gathering historic photographs and any 
available engineering drawings, plans, and 
elevations. The formal recordation of the current 
configuration of the bridge includes digital 
photographs keyed to an engineering map of the 
bridge and a site plan to show the location of each 
photograph. All information and photographs 
generated by the HAER-like program should be 
incorporated into a report and attachments prepared 
for submittal to the City of Holtville and any 
designated curation centers. 

CR-3: Removal of Non-Historic Materials: All 
materials added to the bridge after its 1904 
completion that altered its original appearance 
should be removed if feasible. This includes the steel 
truss that was added in place of the original trestle 
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and the metal deck plates added to either side of the 
railroad tracks. Any additional modern materials 
identified during the inventory of the bridge, or due to 
their absence in historic photographs or drawings, 
should also be removed. 

CR-4: Inspection of Existing Materials for Decay and 
Treatment: The historic materials remaining after 
modern elements have been removed should be 
inspected for decay. 

CR-5: Repair and Replacement of Decayed or 
Damaged Materials: All original bridge members or 
materials that are rejected due to decay or damage 
should be repaired or replaced in-kind with 
historically accurate materials to retain the bridge's 
original historic character. Historic photographs and 
drawings found during historical research should be 
used as guidance for the repair and in-kind 
replacement of decayed or damaged materials. Any 
materials to be added to the historic bridge to 
facilitate the pedestrian use of the river crossing as 
part of the trail project shall match, to the extent 
possible, the appearance of the original materials. 
The existing track should remain but could be 
bordered by wood planks of sufficient height to allow 
a level pedestrian passage across the bridge. 
Finally, a plaque or historical marker should be 
placed at the entrance to the bridge that provides a 
description of the bridge's history, providing any 
historic images that reflect the history of the rail line 
in the growth of the area. 

CR-6: Project Design: Design and construction of the 
Pete Melling_er Alamo River Trail and modifications 
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to the historical railroad bridge must be precisely 
delineated to avoid any identified historic sites. 

CR-7: Cultural Materials: The design/construction 
plans shall further incorporate language that 
stipulates that if buried cultural materials are 
encountered during construction, work in that area 
must halt until a qualified archaeologist can evaluate 
the nature and significance of the finding. 

CR-8: Evaluation Program: If design of the trail is 
unable to avoid the historic sites beyond 50 feet of 
their original delineation, a cultural/historic 
evaluation program to assess potential impacts 
associated with the proposed project shall be 
prepared prior to any construction activities and an 
amendment to this Revised IS/MND shall be 
prepared and recirculated if further mitigation 
measures are warranted. 

CR-9: Archeologist: An archaeologist shall be 
present should excavation be proposed at depths 
greater than five feet. 

CR-10: Discovery of Human Remains: If evidence of 
human remains is discovered, construction activities 
within 200 feet of the discovery shall be halted or 
diverted and the Imperial County Coroner shall be 
notified (Section 7050.5 of the Health and Safety 
Code). If the Coroner determines that the remains 
are Native American, the Coroner will notify the 
NAHC which will designate a Most Likely 
Descendant (MLD) for the project (Section 5097.98 
of the Public Resources Code). The designated MLD 
will be given 48 hours from the time access to the 
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property is granted to make recommendations 
concerning treatment of the remains (AB 2641 ). If 
the landowner does not agree with 
recommendations of MLD, the NAHC can mediate 
(Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code). 
This will also include either recording the site with the 
NAHC or the appropriate Information Center, using 
an open space or conservation zoning designation 
or easement; or recording a document with the 
county in which the property is located (AB 2641 ). 

6. ENERGY 
The proposed project would not result in significant 
adverse impacts related to aesthetics. No mitigation 
would be required. 

7. GEOLOGY AND SOILS 
GEO-1: A site-specific geotechnical investigation City of Prior to 
shall be prepared on an as needed basis for the Holtville Construction/Contractor 
project and said geotechnical report shall be 
implemented and shown on applicable grading and 
building plans as details, notes or as otherwise 
appropriate. 

GEO-2: State Building Code: The proposed project City of Prior to 
is located near active faults; therefore, the proposed Holtville Construction/Contractor 
bridge repairs and improvements shall be made in 
accordance with the California State Building Code 
(Title 24 of the California Administrative Code), 
which contains specifications to minimize adverse 
effects due to ground shaking from earthquakes and 
liquefaction. 

GEO-3: State Water Resources Control Board City of Prior to 
Permit: The Contractor shall comply with the Holtville Construction/Contractor 
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regulatory requirements of the State Water 
Resources Control Board's (SWRCB) Order No. 
2009-0009 DWQ, National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit No. 
CAS000002 for Discharges of Storm Water Runoff 
Associated with Construction Activity, copies of 
which are available on SWRCB website at 
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/stormwtr/construction.html. 

GEO-4: Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan: The City of Prior to 
City, or its authorized representative, shall require Holtville Construction/Contractor 
the preparation of a Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan by a qualified preparer and shall 
coordinate the Notice of Intent and appropriate 
annual fees to the State Water Resources Control 
Board. 

GEO-5: Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan City of Prior to 
Practitioner: The Contractor shall be responsible for Holtville Construction/Contractor 
implementation of the SWPPP and shall have a 
qualified SWPPP Practitioner (QSP) available on 
site and be responsible for implementation of all Best 
Management Practices. 

8. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 
The proposed project would not result in significant 
adverse impacts related to aesthetics. No mitigation 
would be required. 

9. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
. 

The proposed project would not result in significant 
adverse impacts related to aesthetics. No mitigation 
would be required. 

10. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 
The proposed project would not result in siqnificant 
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adverse impacts related to aesthetics. No mitigation 
would be required. 

11. LAND USE AND PLANNING -
The proposed project would not result in significant 
adverse impacts related to aesthetics. No mitigation 
would be required. 

12. MINERAL RESOURCES -
The proposed project would not result in significant 
adverse impacts related to aesthetics. No mitigation 
would be required . 

13. NOISE 
The proposed project would not result in significant 
adverse impacts related to aesthetics. No mitigation 
would be required. 

14. POPULATION AND HOUSING 
The proposed project would not result in significant 
adverse impacts related to aesthetics. No mitigation -
would be required. 

15. PUBLIC SERVICES 
The proposed project would not result in significant 
adverse impacts related to aesthetics. No mitigation 
would be required. 

16. RECREATION 
The proposed project would not result in significant 
adverse impacts related to aesthetics. No mitigation 
would be required. 

17. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC 
TRANSP-1 : Department of Transportation City of Prior to Construction/City 
Hauling/Traffic Permit: Prior to the start of any Holtville of Holtville 
construction activities, the City shall acquire a permit 
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from the Department of Transportation to operate or 
move a vehicle or combination of vehicles or special 
mobile equipment, of a size or weight of vehicle or 
load exceeding the maximum limitations specified in 
the California Vehicle Code, on State Route 115 or 
any other facility under the jurisdiction of the 
Department of Transportation. 

TRANSP-2: Department of Transportation City of Prior to Construction/City 
Encroachment Permit: Should any work within the Holtville of Holtville 
Department of Transportation Right-of Way be 
required for the project, the City shall acquire an 
encroachment permit from the Department of 
Transportation prior to the start of construction 
activities within their Right-of-Way. 

TRANSP-3: Perpetuation of Monuments: Per City of Prior to 
Business and Profession Code 8771, perpetuation of Holtville Construction/Contractor 
survey monuments shall be carried out by a licensed 
land surveyor should any existing monuments be 
destroyed by construction activities related to the 
project. 

18. TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES 
The proposed project would not result in significant 
adverse impacts related to aesthetics. No mitigation 
would be required . 

19. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 
The proposed project would not result in significant 
adverse impacts related to aesthetics. No mitigation 
would be required. 

20. WILDFIRE 
The proposed project would not result in significant 
adverse impacts related to aesthetics. No mitigation 
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would be required. 

21. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
MFS-1: The proposed project could have the City of Prior to 
potential to significantly impact the environment Holtville construction/Project 
because it has the potential to impact wildlife and contractor 
cultural resources during construction, however, 
mitigation measures BIO 1-4 and CR 1-10 have 
been put in place that would reduce the impacts to 
less than significant. 

MFS-2: The proposed project does have the City of Prior to 
potential to adversely affect humans via air quality Holtville construction/Project 
during const~uction. Therefore, mitigation measures contractor 
AQ 1 and AO 2 will be implemented to reduce the 
impacts to be less than significant. 
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