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20. Wildfire

Less Than
If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands Potentially Significant Less Than
classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, would the [ Significant Impact with Significant |No Impact
project: Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency %

response plan or emergency evacuation plan?
b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors,

exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose

project occupants to pollutant concentrations v

from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a

wildfire?

c) Require the installation or maintenance of
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel
breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or

v
other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or
that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts
to the environment?
d) Expose people or structures to significant risks,
including downslope or downstream flooding or %

landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope
instability, or drainage changes?

a) Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation Incorporated. California Government Code Chapter 6.8
directs the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CALFIRE) to identify areas of very high
fire hazard severity within Local Responsibility Areas (LRA). Mapping of the areas, referred to as Very High
Fire Hazard Severity Zones (VHFHSZ), is based on data and models of potential fuels over a 30- to 50-year
time horizon and their associated expected fire behavior and expected burn probabilities, which
quantifies the likelihood and nature of vegetation fire exposure to buildings. LRA VHFHSZ maps were
initially developed in the mid-1990s and are now being updated based on improved science, mapping
techniques, and data. In 2008, the California Building Standards Commission adopted California Building
Code Chapter 7A requiring new buildings in Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones to use ignition-resistant
construction methods and materials.

The eastern and western portions of the City of Wildomar have been designated Very High Fire Hazard
Severity Zones (VHFHSZ). The project site is not within a VHFHSZ within the LRA, but the site is within a
HFHSZ and VHFHSZ in an SRA (CAL FIRE 2023). Development on the project site would be subject to
compliance with the 2022 CBC, or the current version of the CBC at the time of construction. Wildomar is
covered under the City’s Emergency Operations Plan and Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (2022). These plans
provide guidance to effectively respond to any emergency, including wildfires. In addition, all proposed
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construction is required to meet minimum standards for fire safety. Implementation of these plans and
policies in conjunction with compliance with the Fire Code would minimize the risk of loss due to wildfires.

Furthermore, the proposed project would not conflict with adopted emergency response or evacuation
plans. The surrounding roadways would continue to provide emergency access to the project site and
surroundings during construction and postconstruction. In addition, as with all projects in the City of
Wildomar, mitigation measures HAZ-1 and HAZ-2 which require conformance with the CBC and Fire Code,
would be implemented. Therefore, impacts are considered less than significant with mitigation
incorporated.

b) Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. The project site is vacant and contains ruderal
vegetation. The City does not regularly experience high-speed prevailing winds; average wind speeds are
approximately 6 miles per hour during the windier part of the year, from November to June (Weather
Spark 2022).

Developing the existing vacant site with the proposed structures would reduce the amount of exposed
vegetation that could be used as fuel. Therefore, the project and site conditions would not contribute to
an increase in exposure to wildfire risk. Additionally, development on the project site would be subject to
compliance with the CBC and CFC. Moreover, the City of Local Hazard Mitigation Plan provides guidance
to effectively respond to and mitigate emergencies, including wildfires. The project site is within a HFHSZ
and VHFHSZ in an SRA (CAL FIRE 2023). As with all projects in the City of Wildomar, mitigation measures
HAZ-1 and HAZ-2, which require conformance with the CBC and CFC, would be implemented. Therefore,
impacts are considered less than significant with mitigation incorporated.

c) Less Than Significant Impact. The project site would require connections to the existing utility lines
(as electricity, water, and sewer) along Bundy Canyon Road and Cherry Street. The project
applicant/developer is required to pay for connections and maintenance of onsite utility infrastructure.
The utilities would be installed to meet service requirements. The construction of new and improved
infrastructure for the project would not directly increase fire risk, and impacts are less than significant.

d) Less Than Significant Impact. As discussed in Section V.7, the project site is not within a flood hazard
zone. There are no flooding or safety concerns caused by drainage. Additionally, as discussed in Section
V.10, due to no evidence of slope instability within or adjacent to the project site, there is a low risk for
slope stability related hazards (Geocon 2023).

Construction activities related to the proposed project would be subject to compliance with the CBC and
would include BMPs. BMPs may include but are not limited to covering of the soil, use of a dust-inhibiting
material, landscaping, use of straw and jute, hydroseeding, and grading in a pattern than slows
stormwater flow and reduces the potential for erosion, landslides, and downstream flooding.
Operationally, natural drainage at the project site would generally be similar to existing conditions; no
substantial changes to drainage patterns would occur. Therefore, with implementation of BMPs, impacts
are less than significant.

STANDARD CONDITIONS AND REQUIREMENTS

None Required.
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MITIGATION MEASURES

Implementation of mitigation measures HAZ-1 and HAZ-2 in Section V.9 of this document.
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VI. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

Issues, does the project:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than

Significant
Impact with
Mitigation

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

Incorporated

a) Does the project have the potential to
substantially degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of
a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, v
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal
community, substantially reduce the number or
restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or
animal or eliminate important examples of the
major periods of California history or prehistory?

b) Does the project have impacts that are
individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable”
means that the incremental effects of a project v
are considerable when viewed in connection with
the effects of past projects, the effects of other
current projects, and the effects of probable
future projects.)

c) Does the project have environmental effects
which will cause substantial adverse effects on v
human beings, either directly or indirectly?

DISCUSSION
The following mandatory findings of significance are in accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15065.

a) Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. Based on the evaluations and discussion
in this IS/MND, the proposed project has a limited potential to incrementally degrade the quality of the
environment. As discussed in Section V.3, Air Quality, Mitigation Measure AQ-1 and Mitigation Measure
AQ-2, would ensure the use of Tier 4 construction equipment and the implementation of fugitive dust
BMPs which would reduce impacts. Section V.4, Biological Resources, implementation of mitigation
measures BIO-1, which requires a pre-construction burrowing owl survey, and BIO-2, which requires pre-
construction survey for nesting birds, would reduce impacts to biological resources to less than significant.
As discussed in Section V.5, Cultural Resources, with implementation of mitigation measures CUL-1 and
TRI-1 through TRI-8, the proposed project would have a less than significant impact on archaeological
resources and human remains. Furthermore, as discussed in Section V.7, Geology and Soils, the proposed
project would have a less than significant impact on geological and paleontological resources with
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implementation of mitigation measures GEO-1, which requires the project to incorporate
recommendations of the geotechnical report, and GEO-2, which requires the applicant to retain a
paleontologist to assess the potential for presence of paleontological resources. Moreover, with
implementation of mitigation measures CUL-1 and TRI-1 through TRI-8, the proposed project would have
a less than significant impact on tribal cultural resources. Implementation of Mitigation Measures HAZ-1
and HAZ-2, as discussed in Section V.8, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, and Section V.20, Wildfire,
would reduce impacts of wildfires to a less than significant impact upon conformance with building codes
and City standards. As discussed in Section V.13, Noise, Mitigation Measures NOI-1 and NOI-2 would
include noise reduction features and ensure compliance with interior noise standards, which would
reduce impacts to sensitive receptors. Therefore, the proposed project would not significantly affect the
environment after implementation of the mitigation measures in this IS/MND. Therefore, any impacts
would be considered less than significant with mitigation incorporated.

b) Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated.
Aesthetics

Implementation of the proposed project would not contribute to cumulative visual resource or aesthetic
impacts. This project and other projects in Wildomar are required to comply with the City’s light pollution
ordinance. The project is proposed in an urbanized portion of the City and is consistent with the proposed
General Plan designation. While the proposed building may obscure views of surrounding ridgelines from
the project site, the proposed project, in combination with other development in the vicinity would not
significantly impact any scenic vistas. Therefore, the proposed project would have a less than cumulatively
considerable impact to aesthetics.

Agriculture and Forestry Resources

Implementation of the proposed project would not result in any impacts to agriculture or forestry
resources and would therefore not contribute to cumulative impacts to these resources.

Air Quality

The South Coast Air Quality Management District’s approach for assessing cumulative impacts is based on
the Air Quality Management Plan forecasts for attainment of ambient air quality standards in accordance
with the requirements of the federal and California Clean Air acts. In other words, the South Coast AQMD
considers projects that are consistent with the AQMP, which is intended to bring the basin into attainment
for all criteria pollutants, to also have less than significant cumulative impacts. The discussion in Section
V.3, Air Quality, describes the South Coast AQMD criteria for determining consistency with the AQMP and
further demonstrates that the proposed project would be consistent with the plan. Implementation of
the proposed project would result in less than significant impacts with the implementation of Mitigation
Measures AQ-1 and AQ-2, and would not contribute to cumulative impacts to Air Quality.

Biological Resources

The project site is primarily vacant and undeveloped, and is not within a Criteria Cell. The project site is
located within the Stephens’ Kangaroo Rat Fee Plan Area and MSHCP Fee Area and is required by
ordinance to pay the fees at the time of building permit issuance. Implementation of mitigation measures
BIO-1 and BIO-2, would minimize potential project-related impacts to burrowing owls and nesting birds.
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The proposed project would pay the MSHCP and Stephens’ Kangaroo Rat Plan Area fees as required to
ensure that there would be a less than cumulatively considerable impact on biological resources.

Cultural Resources

Development of the project site would contribute to a cumulative increase in potential impacts to cultural
and archaeological resources. Other projects in the region could demolish or otherwise alter cultural
resources. However, mitigation measures CUL-1 and TRI-1 through TRI-8 would reduce the potential
impacts associated with development on the project site. Other projects in the region would also be
required to comply with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5, which requires the lead agency to determine
if discovered resources are unique or historically significant, and if so, to avoid or mitigate impacts to such
resources in accordance with the provisions of PRC Section 21083.2. Therefore, the project would have a
less than cumulatively considerable impact.

Energy

Construction and operation of the proposed project would result in an increase in energy use as the site
is currently vacant. Construction energy use would be temporary and normal of development in the
region. Section V.6, Energy, analyzed the project’s cumulative contribution to energy in the region and
determined the project would have a less than cumulatively considerable environmental impact to
energy.

Geology and Soils

Project-related impacts on geology and soils associated with development on the project site are site
specific, and project development would not contribute to seismic hazards or soil erosion.
Implementation of mitigation measure GEO-1 would result in decreased exposure to the risks associated
with seismic activity, and implementation of mitigation measure GEO-2 would ensure impacts to
paleontological resources are reduced to a less than significant level. Therefore, impacts are expected to
be less than cumulatively considerable.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

The greenhouse gas analysis in Section V.8, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, analyzed the proposed project’s
cumulative contribution to global climate change and determined that the project would have a less than
cumulatively considerable environmental impact resulting from greenhouse gas emissions.

Hazards and Hazardous Materials

The proposed project is not expected to utilize or contribute to hazards associated with the accidental
release of hazardous materials. The proposed project is within a High Fire Hazard Severity Zone;
implementation of mitigation measures HAZ-1 and HAZ-2 would ensure that the proposed project
complies with the California Building Code, Fire Code, and City standards in regard to fire hazards. All
development in the City is required to comply with the California Building Code, Fire Code, and City
standards Compliance with federal, state, and local regulations would ensure that cumulative hazard
conditions are less than cumulatively considerable.
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Hydrology and Water Quality

Water quality measures included in the proposed project and the WQMP and SWPPP prepared for the
project would ensure that the quality of water discharged from the site during both construction and
operational activities do not adversely affect any off-site uses or water resources. The site is not located
within a flood hazard zone. Therefore, the proposed project would have a less than cumulatively
considerable impact related to hydrology.

Land Use and Planning

The proposed project would comply with the standards for its zoning designation as listed in the Wildomar
Municipal Code. As the proposed project would not change the zoning or land use designations for the
site, the proposed project would be consistent with the General Plan . The proposed project is developing
a vacant corner parcel consistent with the General Plan, is self-contained, and would be surrounded by
existing developed lands. Nothing in the proposed project would lead to other development nearby. Other
development projects would be reviewed by the City to ensure consistency with the General Plan and
land use designations at the time of application. Therefore, the proposed project combined with related
projects would not result in cumulatively considerable impacts to land use and planning.

Mineral Resources

The proposed project would have no impact related to mineral resources and would therefore not
contribute to any cumulative impacts to such resources.

Noise

As discussed in section V.13, Noise, the proposed project would comply with all applicable noise standards
and would have less than significant direct impacts related to construction and operational noise, with
the implementation of Mitigation Measures NOI-1 and NOI-2. It is possible that other construction
projects in the vicinity could overlap with activity on the proposed project site, but other such projects
are required to mitigate their construction noise impacts and comply with the City’s noise ordinances.
Although the proposed project requests a continuous events exception for the impact of operational
noise, the exception only affects the proposed car wash and does not affect any other properties. Nothing
in the exception would suggest that other properties would be affected, or that additional continuous
events exceptions would be required. Any combined impacts would be temporary, constituting
intermittent annoyance, but not a significant cumulative noise impact. Therefore, the proposed project
would have a less than cumulatively considerable impact related to construction noise.

Population and Housing

As the project site is currently vacant, no housing units or people would be displaced, and the construction
of replacement housing is not required. The proposed project would increase the employment
opportunities in the City which are expected to be filled by the local labor pool. Therefore, the project
would have a less than cumulatively considerable impact related to population and housing.

Public Services

Implementation of the proposed project, in combination with other existing, planned, proposed,
approved, and reasonably foreseeable development in the immediate area, may increase the demand for
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public services such as fire and police protection. However, as a standard condition of approval, project
applicants/developers are required to pay development impact fees to fund the expansion of such
services. Development of any future public service facilities would be subject to CEQA review prior to
approval that would identify and address any resulting impacts. Therefore, the proposed project would
have a less than cumulatively considerable impact on public services.

Recreation

The proposed project would have no impact related to recreational facilities, as no residential uses are
proposed, and would therefore not contribute to any cumulative impacts to such facilities. Therefore, the
proposed project would have no impact on recreational facilities.

Transportation

Cumulative traffic impacts are created because of a combination of the proposed project and other future
developments contributing to the overall traffic impacts and requiring additional improvements to
maintain acceptable level of service operations. A project’s contribution to a cumulatively significant
impact can be reduced to less than significant if the project implements or funds its fair share of
improvements designed to alleviate the potential cumulative impact. As enforced by City Municipal Code
Chapter 3.40, the Western Riverside County Transportation Uniform Mitigation Fee, and the adopted City
Traffic Signal Development Impact Fee (Article |, Development Impact Fees, of Municipal Code Chapter
3.44), the project applicant/developer would be required to participate in the funding of off-site
improvements.

In addition to these fees, as conditions of approval for the proposed project, the applicant/developer
would implement the recommended improvements to six intersections or pay its fair-share for the
improvements.

The proposed project is screened out and exempt from a VMT analysis since the proposed project meets
the screening criteria for locally serving retail 50,000 square feet or less. Because the nearest hotels to
the City are in the Cities of Murrieta and Lake Elsinore, constructing a hotel in the City would shorten trips
and reduce VMT because people visiting Wildomar would likely stay in a hotel within the City. Additionally,
the proposed hotel would be considered local-serving which would also shorten trip and reduce VMT.
Therefore, the project’s contribution to VMT can be considered less than significant. Implementation of
the intersection improvements would reduce the project’s impacts to cumulative traffic conditions to less
than cumulatively considerable.

Tribal Cultural Resources

Development of the project site would contribute to a cumulative increase in potential impacts to cultural,
tribal cultural, and archaeological resources. However, mitigation measures CUL-1 and TRI-1 through TRI-
8 would reduce the potential impacts to tribal cultural resources associated with development on the
project site. As with the proposed project, each related cumulative project would be required to comply
with AB 52 and PRC Section 21083.2(i), which addresses accidental discoveries of archaeological sites and
resources, including tribal cultural resources, and would be required to implement mitigation measures
CUL-1 and TRI-1 through TRI-8. Therefore, any discoveries of tribal cultural resources caused by the
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project or related projects would be mitigated to a less than significant level. Therefore, the project would
have a less than cumulatively considerable impact.

Utilities and Service Systems

Implementation of the proposed project would increase demand for public utilities. However, the
proposed project would not result in a significant increase in utility demand and would be accounted for
in long-range plans for the provision of such services, as provided in the General Plan. Therefore, the
proposed project would have less than cumulatively considerable impacts on utilities and service systems.

Wildfire

The project site is located within a High Fire Hazard Severity Zone. Implementation of mitigation measures
HAZ-1 and HAZ-2 and compliance with the California Building Code, Fire Code, and other applicable
federal, state, and local regulations would ensure that cumulative hazard conditions are less than
cumulatively considerable.

c) Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. The proposed project does not have the
potential to significantly adversely affect humans, either directly or indirectly. Although a number of
impacts were identified as having potential to significantly impact humans, with implementation of the
identified mitigation measures, and implementation of standard conditions and requirements, these
impacts are less than significant. With implementation of the identified mitigation measures, the
proposed project is not expected to cause significant adverse impacts to humans. Furthermore, this
document analyzes long-term and short-term impacts and mitigates all potential impacts to a less than
significant level; therefore, the proposed project would not achieve short-term environmental goals to
the disadvantage of long-term environmental goals. Any impacts are considered less than significant with
implementation of Mitigation Measures AQ-1, AQ-2, GEO-1, GEO-2, HAZ-1, HAZ-2, NOI-1, and NOI-2.
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