Notice of Determination Appendix D

To: From:

Office of Planning and Research Lead Agency: City of San Luis Obispo
U.S. Mail: Street Address: Address: 879 Morro Street, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
P.O. Box 3044 1400 Tenth St., Rm 113

Contact: Shawna Scott, Special Projects Manager
Phone: 805-781-7176

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Sacramento, CA 95814

County Clerk email: _Ssscott@slocity.org
County of: San Luis Obispo Lead Agency ( Name of Document Signee ):
Address: 1055 Monterey Street San Luis Obispo CA 93408 City of San Luis Obispo

Address: 879 Morro Street, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Contact: _Shawna Scott, Special Projects Manager
Phone: 805-781-7176

Email: sscott@slocity.org

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public
Resources Code.

State Clearinghouse Number (if submitted to State Clearinghouse): 2024120528

Project Title: Groundwater Contamination Characterization Project

Project Applicant: City of San Luis Obispo, 879 Morro Street, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

Applicant Email: sscott@slocity.org Applicant Phone; 805-781-7176

Project Location (include county): Between Prado and Los Osos Valley Road; also Citywide

Project Description:

Project would clean-up & prevent PCE (tetrachloroethylene) contamination in drinking water supply wells in the San
Luis Valley Subarea of the San Luis Obispo Valley Groundwater Basin & expand local water supply resiliency &
reduce reliance on local surface water supplies. Includes 12 possible monitoring well locations & a 22-acre site for
two extraction treatment wells, water line, & associated structural and pipeline infrastructure. The 12 monitoring well
locations, water conveyance pipelines, & the 22-acre treatment well site collectively represent the project site.

This is to advise that the San Luis Obispo City Council] has approved the above
(X] Lead Agency or [_] Responsible Agency)
described project on March 4, 2025 and has made the following determinations regarding the above
(date)

described project.

1. The project [[] will will not] have a significant effect on the environment.

2. [] An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.
A [M] Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

3. Mitigation measures [[X] were [ ] were not] made a condition of the approval of the project.

4. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan [[X] was [ ] was not] adopted for this project.

5. A statement of Overriding Considerations [[_] was was not] adopted for this project.

6. Findings [[X] were [ ] were not] made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

This is to certify that the Mitigated Negative Declaration, is available to the General Public at: 879 Morro, San
Luis Obispo, CA and online: https://www.slocity.org/government/department-directory/community-

development/documents-online/environmental-review-documents/-folder-2428

) Shaen, Seat

Date: March 4, 2025 Date Received for filing at OPR:

Signature (Public Agency Title: Special Projects Manager

Authority cited: Sections 21083, Public Resources Code.
Reference Section 21000-21174, Public Resources Code. Revised 2016
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City of San Luis Obispo
PCE Plume Characterization Project

Photograph 7. View of the study area west of Highway 101, facing northeast. Taken April 26, 2024.

Photograph 8. View of the study area east of Highway 101, facing northeast. Taken June 5, 2024.
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City of San Luis Obispo
PCE Plume Characterization Project
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Photograph 9. View of the study area east of Highway iOl, facing soufh. Taken June 5, 2024.
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Photograp 10. View of the étudy area east of Highway 101, facing southwest. Taken June 5, 2024.
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Appendix C

Noise and Vibration Calculations



Report date 8/13/2024

Case Desci Treatment Wells

Residences Residential

Description

Backhoe

Concrete Pump Truck
Crane

Rock Drill

Equipment
Backhoe
Concrete Pump Truck
Crane
Rock Drill
Total

Roadway Construction Noise Model (RCNM),Version 1.1

---- Receptor #1 ----

Baselines (dBA)
Descriptior Land Use Daytime

65

Impact
Device

No
No
No
No

Evening  Night

Calculated (dBA)

*Lmax

66.2
68.2
71.2
71.2
71.2

60 55
Equipment
Spec
Lmax
Usage(%) (dBA)
40 80
20 82
16 85
20 85
Results
Day
Leq Lmax
62.2 N/A
61.2 N/A
63.2 N/A
64.2 N/A
68.9 N/A

Actual
Lmax
(dBA)

Noise Limits (dBA)

Leq
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

*Calculated Lmax is the Loudest value.

Receptor
Distance

(feet)

245
245
245
245

Evening

Lmax
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Estimated

Shielding
(dBA)

Leq
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

o O O O

Night
Lmax
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A



Leq
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Day
Lmax
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Noise Limit Exceedance (dBA)

Leq
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Evening
Lmax
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Leq
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Night
Lmax
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Leq
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A



Report date 8/13/2024
Case Description:

Residence Residential

Description

Backhoe

Concrete Pump Truck
Crane

Rock Drill

Equipment
Backhoe
Concrete Pump Truck
Crane
Rock Drill
Total

Roadway Construction Noise Model (RCNM),Version 1.1

---- Receptor #1 ----

Baselines (dBA)
Descriptior Land Use Daytime

65

Impact
Device

No
No
No
No

Evening  Night

Calculated (dBA)

*Lmax

70.5
72.5
75.5
75.5
75.5

60 55
Equipment
Spec
Lmax
Usage(%) (dBA)
40 80
20 82
16 85
20 85
Results
Day
Leq Lmax
66.5 N/A
65.5 N/A
67.5 N/A
68.5 N/A
73.1 N/A

Actual
Lmax
(dBA)

Noise Limits (dBA)

Leq
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

*Calculated Lmax is the Loudest value.

Receptor
Distance

(feet)

150
150
150
150

Evening

Lmax
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Estimated

Shielding
(dBA)

Leq
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

o O O O

Night
Lmax
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A



Leq
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Day
Lmax
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Noise Limit Exceedance (dBA)

Leq
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Evening
Lmax
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Leq
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Night
Lmax
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Leq
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A



Cassion Drilling

0.089

0.191

0.037







Appendix D

Draft IS-MND Comment Letters
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CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF
FISH &
\WILDLIFE

State of California — The Natural Resources Agency GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Director
Central Region

1234 East Shaw Avenue

Fresno, California 93710

(559) 243-4005

www.wildlife.ca.gov

January 9, 2025

Shawna Scott, Special Projects Manager
City of San Luis Obispo

Public Utilities Department

879 Morro Street

San Luis Obispo, California 93401-3218
SScott@slocity.org

Subject: Groundwater Contamination Characterization Project (Project)
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND)
SCH Number: 2024120528

Dear Shawna Scott:

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received a Notice of Intent to
Adopt an Initial Study (IS)/MND from the City of San Luis Obispo for the Project
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines.!

Thank you for the opportunity to provide recommendations regarding the activities
proposed at the Project site that may affect California fish and wildlife. Likewise, CDFW
appreciates the opportunity to provide comments regarding those aspects of the Project
that CDFW, by law, may be required to carry out or approve through the exercise of its
own regulatory authority under Fish and Game Code.

CDFW ROLE

CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those
resources in trust by statue for all the people of the State (Fish and Game Code,

88 711.7, subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386,
subd. (a)). CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation,
protection, and management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for
biologically sustainable populations of those species (Id., § 1802). Similarly, for
purposes of CEQA, CDFW is charged by law to provide, as available, biological

1 CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The “CEQA
Guidelines” are found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000.

Conserving California’s Wildlife Since 1870


http://www.dfg.ca.gov/
mailto:SScott@slocity.org
mailto:SScott@slocity.org
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expertise during public agency environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on
projects and related activities that have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife
resources.

CDFW is also submitting comments as a Responsible Agency under CEQA (Pub.
Resources Code, § 21069; CEQA Guidelines, § 15381). CDFW may need to exercise
regulatory authority as provided by the Fish and Game Code. For example, the Project
may be subject to CDFW'’s lake and streambed alteration regulatory authority (Fish & G.
Code, 8§ 1600 et seq.). Likewise, to the extent implementation of the Project as
proposed may result in “take” as defined by State law of any species protected under
the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish & Game Code, § 2050 et seq.),
related authorized as provided by the Fish and Game Code will be required.

In this role, CDFW is responsible for providing, as available, biological expertise during
public agency environmental review efforts (e.g., CEQA), focusing specifically on project
activities that have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources. CDFW
provides recommendations to identify potential impacts and possible measures to avoid
or reduce those impacts.

Bird Protection: CDFW has jurisdiction over actions with potential to result in the
disturbance or destruction of active nest sites or the unauthorized take of birds. Fish
and Game Code sections that protect birds, their eggs and nests include sections 3503
(regarding unlawful take, possession or needless destruction of the nest or eggs of any
bird), 3503.5 (regarding the take, possession or destruction of any birds-of-prey or their
nests or eggs), and 3513 (regarding unlawful take of any migratory nongame bird).

Federally Listed Species: CDFW recommends consulting with the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) on potential impacts to anadromous Federally listed species.
Take under the Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) is more broadly defined than
CESA; take under ESA also includes significant habitat modification or degradation that
could result in death or injury to a listed species by interfering with essential behavioral
patterns such as breeding, foraging, or nesting. Consultation with the NMFS to comply
with ESA is advised well in advance of any ground disturbing activities.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY

Proponent: City of San Luis Obispo (City)

Objective and Project Description: The City of San Luis Obispo is proposing to
construct monitoring and treatment wells to clean-up and prevent tetrachloroethylene
(PCE) contamination in drinking water supply wells. A maximum of 12 monitoring wells
will be constructed on developed locations that are paved and have exiting
infrastructure and be approximately 60 to 160 feet deep with a maximum depth of 200
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feet. Two groundwater extraction and treatment wells with associated water conveyance
pipeline and infrastructure will be constructed on a 22-acre undeveloped site. One
treatment well (TW-3) was constructed in February 2003 but has since been capped.

Construction of the treatment wells and associated infrastructure includes the following:

e Constructing a 650 square foot building at TW-3 site, to secure the well and
electrical panels, and to serve as the centralized treatment system for both wells.

¢ Installing new treatment well TW-4, to a depth of 205 feet below ground surface.

e Constructing a 250 square foot building at TW-4 site, to secure the well and
electrical panels.

e Installing a new 6-inch sewer line to connect the backwash storage tank to the
City’s sanitary sewer system.

e Installing a new 12-inch water line connecting the treatment infrastructure to the
City’s water distribution system.

¢ Installing a new 8-inch water line connecting TW-4 to TW-3.

e Installing perimeter security fencing, utility infrastructure, and access roads at
both sites.

Location: The Project is located within the City of San Luis Obispo, in the southern
portion of the City along U.S. Highway 101 between Prado Road and Los Osos Valley
Road, in San Luis Obispo County, within Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 053-051-
045, 053-052-045, 053-131-013, 053-141-012, 053-152-006, 053-152-008, 053-153-
014, and 053-153-008. The centroid for the treatment well location is approximately
35.24845 °N, -120.67869 °W.

Timeframe: Approximately beginning April of 2025 through October 2025.

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

CDFW offers the following recommendations to assist the City in adequately identifying
and/or mitigating the Project’s significant, or potentially significant, direct, indirect, and
cumulative impacts on fish and wildlife resources. Editorial comments or other
suggestions may also be included to improve the document.

Currently, the IS/MND acknowledges that the Project site is within the geographic range
of several special-status animal species and proposes general mitigation measures to
reduce impacts to less than significant; however, CDFW has concerns about the ability
of some proposed mitigation measures to reduce impacts to less than significant and to
avoid unauthorized take for special-status species including, but not limited to, the State
Candidate western burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia hypugaea) and Crotch’s bumble
bee (Bombus crotchii), and the State species of special concern and federally
threatened South-Central California Coast steelhead (S-CCC steelhead)
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(Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus pop. 9). In addition, CDFW has concerns regarding
potential Project related impacts to water and riparian resources, including
interconnected surface waters and groundwater dependent ecosystems.

CDFW recommends that the following modifications and/or edits be incorporated into
the IS/IMND, including proposed avoidance and minimization measures, prior to its
adoption by the City.

Western Burrowing Owl (BUOW)

The California Fish and Game Commission approved western burrowing owl (BUOW)
as a candidate for potential listing as a protected species under CESA on October 10,
2024, and published these findings in the California Regulatory Notice Register on
October 25, 2024. As such, BUOW is now a candidate under CESA and receives the
same legal protection afforded to an endangered or threatened species (Fish & G.
Code, 88 2074.2 & 2085).

The Project is within known geographic range of BUOW (CDFW 2024) and the IS/MND
indicates that the proposed treatment well area contains suitable habitat for the species,
however, the IS/MND does not include a description of potential impacts to this species.
The IS/MND includes mitigation measures for general special-status species surveys
(BIO-2) and general nesting bird surveys (BIO-3), however, BUOW specific mitigation
measures are not included. As BUOW is now a candidate under CESA, CDFW
recommends that the Project’s mitigation measures be updated to reflect the species
updated status and recommends the following measures be incorporated into the
Project to avoid unauthorized take.

Recommended Mitigation Measure 1: BUOW Surveys Prior to Construction
CDFW recommends that surveys, following the “Burrowing Owl Survey Protocol and
Mitigation Guidelines” (CBOC 1993) and CDFW’s “Staff Report on Burrowing Owl
Mitigation” (CDFG 2012) be conducted within areas of suitable habitat the survey
season immediately prior to construction.

Recommended Mitigation Measure 2: BUOW Buffers

If BUOW burrows known to be currently or previously occupied by BUOW are found,
either during surveys or Project activities, CDFW recommends implementing a 500-
meter no-disturbance buffer around each burrow.

Recommended Mitigation Measure 3: BUOW Take Authorization

If BUOW or burrows known to be currently or previously occupied by BUOW are
found, either during surveys or Project activities, consultation with CDFW is
warranted to discuss how to implement the Project and avoid take. If avoidance is
not feasible, acquisition of a State Incidental Take Permit pursuant Fish and Game
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Code section 2081 subdivision (b), prior to any ground disturbing activities, would be
necessary in order to comply with CESA.

Crotch’s Bumble Bee (CBB)

The Project is within known geographic range of CBB and CBB have been recently
found in the area (CDFW 2024). The IS/MND indicates that proposed treatment well
area contains suitable habitat for the species, however, the IS/MND does not include
any evaluation for the species. The IS/MND includes a mitigation measure for general
special-status species surveys (BIO-2), however, CBB specific mitigation measures are
not included. CBB are known to inhabit areas of grasslands and scrub that contain
requisite habitat elements for nesting, such as small mammal burrows and
bunch/thatched grasses (Xerces Society et al. 2018; CDFW 2024), and these habitat
elements appear to be present within the Project site. The Project has the potential to
impact CBB nesting habitat, overwintering queen refugia, and result in direct mortality of
individuals. Without appropriate avoidance and minimization measures for CBB,
potentially significant impacts associated with the Project’s activities include burrow
collapse, inadvertent entrapment, reduced reproductive success, reduction in health
and vigor of bumble bee nests, and direct mortality of individuals. As such, CDFW
recommends the following:

Recommended Mitigation Measure 4. CBB Habitat Assessment

CDFW recommends a qualified biologist conduct a habitat assessment to
determine if the Project area and the immediate surrounding vicinity contain habitat
suitable to support CBB. Potential nesting sites, which include all small mammal
burrows, perennial bunch grasses, thatched annual grasses, brush piles, old bird
nests, dead trees, and hollow logs would need to be documented as part of the
assessment.

Recommended Mitigation Measure 5: CBB Surveys

If potentially suitable habitat is identified, CDFW recommends that a qualified
biologist conduct focused surveys for CBB, and their requisite habitat features
following the methodology outlined in the Survey Considerations for California
Endangered Species Act Candidate Bumble Bee Species (CDFW 2023).

Recommended Mitigation Measure 6: CBB Buffers

If CBB is detected, then CDFW recommends that all small mammal burrows and
thatched/bunch grasses be avoided by a minimum of 50 feet to avoid take and
potentially significant impacts. If ground-disturbing activities will occur during the
overwintering period (October through February), consultation with CDFW is
warranted to discuss how to implement Project activities and avoid take. Any
detection of CBB prior to or during Project implementation warrants consultation
with CDFW to discuss how to avoid take.
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Recommended Mitigation Measure 7: CBB Take Authorization

If avoidance is not feasible, acquisition of a State Incidental Take Permit pursuant
Fish and Game Code section 2081 subdivision (b), prior to any ground disturbing
activities, would be necessary in order to comply with CESA.

South-Central California Coast (S-CCC) Steelhead

The locations of the proposed treatment wells are within approximately 300 feet of San
Luis Obispo Creek, which is occupied by S-CCC steelhead. It is unclear how much
groundwater will be extracted from the treatment wells, and if an analysis of impacts to
San Luis Obispo Creek, including impacts to steelhead, was conducted. Data from
Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSP) groundwater monitoring sites within this area
indicate depth to groundwater is approximately less than 20 feet (DWR 2025). The
proposed treatment wells may be hydrologically connected to San Luis Creek. CDFW
recommends the IS/MND include an analysis of Project-related activities in relation to
potential impacts to San Luis Obispo Creek, including potential impacts to steelhead.

Editorial Comments and/or Suggestions

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), Interconnected Surface
Waters, and Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems (GDE):

Groundwater Sustainability Plans were prepared for the San Luis Obispo Valley. The
San Luis Obispo Valley Groundwater Basin (No. 3-009) is designated as a high priority
basin by the Department of Water Resources (DWR). SGMA defines sustainable
groundwater management as, “management and use of groundwater in a manner that
can be maintained during the planning and implementation horizon without causing
undesirable results (Water Code, § 10721 (v)).” The IS/MND states the proposed wells
are within the City of San Luis Obispo Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA), and
groundwater extraction would occur in compliance with SGMA and the approved San
Luis Obispo Valley Basin GSP, however, further details are not provided. It is unclear
how much groundwater will be extracted from the treatment wells and if an analysis of
impacts to interconnected surface waters and groundwater dependent ecosystems was
conducted in relation to the operation of the proposed treatment wells.

As stated above, both treatment wells are within approximately 300 feet of San Luis
Obispo Creek, and Figure 5-17 of the San Luis Obispo Valley Basin GSP (page 5-33)
indicates this location is an area identified as having potential GDEs with an estimated
depth to groundwater of less than or equal to 30 feet (SLO GSA 2021). Data from GSP
groundwater monitoring sites within this area also indicate depth to groundwater is
within this range (DWR 2025). CDFW recommends that the IS/MND include an analysis
of Project-related activities in relation to the San Luis Obispo Valley Basin GSP,
including analysis of potential undesirable results and adverse impacts to groundwater
dependent ecosystems including the biological resources listed above.
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Lake and Streambed Alteration (LSA): Based on GSP groundwater monitoring sites,
depth to groundwater in the area of the proposed treatment wells is less than 20 to 30
feet (DWR 2025). The proposed treatment wells may be hydrologically connected to
San Luis Creek, and it is unclear if operation of the treatment wells may impact the
natural flow of San Luis Creek. These Project activities may be subject to the
notification requirement of Fish and Game Code section 1602, which requires an entity
to notify CDFW prior to commencing any activity that may (a) substantially divert or
obstruct the natural flow of any river, stream, or lake; (b) substantially change or use
any material from the bed, bank, or channel of any river, stream, or lake (including the
removal of riparian vegetation); (c) deposit debris, waste or other materials that could
pass into any river, stream, or lake. “Any river, stream, or lake” includes those that are
ephemeral or intermittent as well as those that are perennial.

CDFW recommends coordination with CDFW staff prior to groundbreaking activities on-
site or submission of a Lake or Streambed Alteration (LSA) Notification to determine if
the activities proposed within the streams are subject to CDFW'’s jurisdiction. CDFW is
required to comply with CEQA in the issuance of a LSA Agreement; therefore, if the
CEQA document approved for this Project does not adequately describe the Project and
its impacts, a subsequent CEQA analysis may be necessary for LSA Agreement
issuance. For additional information on notification requirements, please contact staff in
the Central Region Lake and Streambed Alteration Program at (559) 243-4593 or
R4LSA@wildlife.ca.gov, or the Program website:
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/LSA.

Nesting birds: CDFW recommends that Project ground-disturbing activities occur
during the bird non-nesting season; however, if ground-disturbing or vegetation-
disturbing activities must occur during the nesting season (February 1st through
September 15th), the Project applicant is responsible for ensuring that implementation
of the Project does not result in violation of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act or relevant
Fish and Game Code sections as referenced above.

CDFW further recommends that a qualified biologist conduct a pre-construction survey
for active nests no more than 10 days prior to the start of ground or vegetation
disturbance to maximize the probability that nests that could potentially be impacted are
detected. CDFW also advises that surveys cover a sufficient area around the Project
site to identify nests and determine their status. A sufficient area means any area
potentially affected, either directly or indirectly, by the Project. In addition to direct
impacts (i.e., nest destruction), noise, vibration, and movement of workers or equipment
could also affect nests. CDFW recommends that a qualified biologist establish a
behavioral baseline of all identified nests. Once Project activities begin, CDFW
recommends having a qualified biologist continuously monitor nests to detect behavioral
changes resulting from the Project. If behavioral changes occur, CDFW recommends


mailto:R4LSA@wildlife.ca.gov
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/LSA
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halting the work causing that change and consulting with CDFW for additional
avoidance and minimization measures.

If continuous monitoring of identified nests by a qualified biologist is not feasible, CDFW
recommends a minimum no-disturbance buffer of 250 feet around active nests of non-
listed bird species and a 500-foot no-disturbance buffer around active nests of non-
listed raptors. These buffers are advised to remain in place until the breeding season
has ended or until a qualified biologist has determined the birds have fledged and are
no longer reliant upon the nest or on-site parental care for survival. Variance from these
no-disturbance buffers is possible when there is a compelling biological or ecological
reason to do so, such as when the Project site would be concealed from a nest site by
topography. CDFW recommends that a qualified biologist advise and support any
variance from these buffers and notify CDFW in advance of implementing a variance.

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA

CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and negative
declarations be incorporated into a database, which may be used to make subsequent
or supplemental environmental determinations (Pub. Resources Code, § 21003, subd.
(e)). Accordingly, please report any special-status species and natural communities
detected during Project surveys to CNDDB. The CNNDB field survey form can be found
at the following link: https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data. The
completed form can be mailed electronically to CNDDB at the following email address:
CNDDB@wildlife.ca.gov. The types of information reported to CNDDB can be found at
the following link: https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-and-Animals.

FILING FEES

The Project, as proposed, could have an impact on biological resources, and an
assessment of filing fees will be necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice of
Determination by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of environmental
review by CDFW. Payment of the fee is required in order for the underlying project
approval to be operative, vested, and final (Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish &
Game Code, § 711.4; Pub. Resources Code, § 21089).

CONCLUSION
CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the IS/MND to assist the City of San
Luis Obispo in identifying and mitigating Project impacts on biological resources.

More information on survey and monitoring protocols for sensitive species can be found
at CDFW'’s website (https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Survey-Protocols). Please
see the enclosed Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) table which
corresponds with recommended mitigation measures in this comment letter.



https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data
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If you have any questions regarding this letter or further coordination, please contact
Jackson Powell, Environmental Scientist, at the (559) 899-9758 by electronic mail at
Jackson.Powell@wildlife.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

DocuSigned by:

Ohlee vinte

FA83FO9FE08945A...

Julie A. Vance
Regional Manager

ec.  State Clearinghouse
Governor’s office of planning and Research
State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov
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(MMRP)

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

RECOMMENDED MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM

PROJECT: Groundwater Contamination Characterization Project (Project)
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE No.: 2024120528

RECOMMENDED MITIGATION MEASURE

STATUS/DATE/INITIALS

Before Disturbing Soil or Vegetation

BUOW

Mitigation Measure 1: BUOW Surveys Prior to
Construction

Mitigation Measure 3: BUOW Take Authorization

CBB

Mitigation Measure 4: CBB Habitat Assessment

Mitigation Measure 5: CBB Surveys

Mitigation Measure 7: CBB Take Authorization

During Construction

BUOW

Mitigation Measure 2: BUOW Buffers

CBB

Mitigation Measure 6: CBB Buffers
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Yana GARcia
SECRETARY FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

State Water Resources Control Board

January 10, 2025

Shawna Scott

City of San Luis Obispo
879 Morro Street

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

SAN LUIS OBISPO (CITY), INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
(IS'MND), FOR THE GROUNDWATER CONTAMINATION CHARACTERIZATION
PROJECT (PROJECT); STATE CLEARINGHOUSE #2024120528

Dear Shawna Scott:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the IS/MND for the proposed Project. The State
Water Resources Control Board, Division of Drinking Water (State Water Board, DDW)
is responsible for issuing water supply permits pursuant to the Safe Drinking Water Act.
This Project is within the jurisdiction of the State Water Board, DDW’s Santa Barbara
District. DDW Santa Barbara District issues domestic water supply permit amendments
to public water systems pursuant to Waterworks Standards (Title 22 California Code of
Regulations [Cal Code Regs.] chapter 16 et. seq.). A public water system requires a
water supply permit amendment when changes are made to a domestic water supply
source, storage, or treatment and for the operation of new water system components-
as specified in the Cal. Code Regs. § 64556. The City will need to apply for a water
supply permit amendment for approval of a new source and operation of new treatment.

The State Water Board, DDW, as a responsible agency under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), has the following comments on the City’s IS/MND:
¢ Inthe IS/MND, under section 6 Description of the Project, please discuss the
operation of the wells and treatment system and implementation of the
monitoring program.

¢ When discussing the Project’s operational impacts for possible hazardous
materials, please discuss the granulated activated carbon replacement timeline,
testing, transportation, and disposal (PDF page 58).

e According to the Department of Water Resources (DWR), Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act Prioritization dashboard, the Project falls within
the San Luis Valley Groundwater Basin, which has been designated by the DWR
as a high priority basin under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act.

o DWR’s April 27, 2023, approval letter for the 2022 Groundwater
Sustainability Plan talks about “a goal to maintain groundwater levels at

E. JoaquiN EsquiveL, cHAIR | ERic OPPENHEIMER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

1001 | Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 | Mailing Address: P.O. Box 100, Sacramento, CA 95812-0100 | www.waterboards.ca.gov
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historical low conditions minus a small margin of operational flexibility
designed to account for future drought conditions.” Please discuss the
City’s historical use of groundwater, how it compares to the two new
wells, and if this continued use has been considered as part of the long-
term sustainable management of the basin.

o Please discuss the amount of water that will be pumped per year and if
pumping will be seasonal and/or strategic. Please also discuss the City’s
requirement to monitor (PDF page 63). If changes will be made to
pumping based on monitoring results, please discuss the thresholds that
will trigger them and what actions will be taken.

When the CEQA review process is completed, please forward the following items with
the permit application to the State Water Board, DDW Santa Barbara District Office at
DWPDISTO06@waterboards.ca.gov:
e Copy of the IS/MND and Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan (MMRP);
e Copy of all comment letters received and the lead agency responses as
appropriate;
e Copy of the Resolution or Board Minutes adopting the IS/MND and MMRP; and
e Copy of the date stamped Notice of Determination filed at the San Luis Obispo
County Clerk’s Office and the Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate
Innovation, State Clearinghouse.

Please contact Lori Schmitz of the State Water Board at (916) 449-5285 or
Lori.Schmitz@waterboards.ca.gov, for questions regarding this comment letter.

Sincerely,

Lori Schmitz

Environmental Scientist
Division of Financial Assistance
Special Project Review Unit
1001 | Street, 16" floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Cc:
Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation, State Clearinghouse
Jason Cunningham

District Engineer
Santa Barbara District
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January 9, 2025

Attn: Shawna Scott, Special Projects Manager
City of San Luis Obispo
Sent via email: sscott@slocity.org

RE: Caltrans Comments on the Groundwater Contamination Characterization Project
MND - SCH # 2024120528

Dear Ms. Scoft,

Caltrans has reviewed the December 2024 Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for
the proposed groundwater contamination characterization project and offers the
following comments:

Any work within the State Right of Way will require an encroachment permit. Any right
of way and environmental issues (including stormwater) must be resolved prior to
submittal of the permit application.

Per the MND, the proposed work would place a water conveyance line within an
existing sewer conduit under Route 101, which would require a Caltrans encroachment
permit. The following items will be required as part of the encroachment permit
application package:

e An engineered plan and profile (signed, stamped, and dated by a CA civil
engineer) will be required for the proposed work. The plan and profile should
show the Route number, State right of way lines, edge of pavement, edge of
traveled way, and all existing utilities.

e Encasement is required for all utilities (except gravity flow sewer lines) that cross
the State highway right of way. Please refer to Section 603.3C of the
Encroachment Permit Manual for encasement requirements (it is doubtful that
the existing sewer conduit meets these requirements).

¢ By policy, trenchless technology is required for all underground utility installations.
Please refer to Section 603.6A of the Encroachment Permit Manual for trenchless
installation requirements. Please note Section 603.6A-2 “"Geotechnical
Investigation,” which is required for all frenchless technology work, and Section
603.6A-3 “Geotechnical Design Report,” which is required if the bore diameter is
greater than 10" and the minimum clearance is less than eight times the bore
diameter.

e Any open excavation 5’ or greater in depth will require engineered shoring
plans.



http://www.dot.ca.gov/
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/traffic-operations/ep/ep-manual
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/traffic-operations/ep/ep-manual

The encroachment permit application form, directions to complete the form, and plan
requirements can be found at the following web address:
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/iraffic-operations/ep/applications. Completed
application packages may either be emailed to d5.permits@dot.ca.gov or submitted
through the Caltrans Encroachment Permit System (CEPS) public portal.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment, and Caltrans looks forward to
continued coordination with the City of San Luis Obispo on this and future projects.

Sincerely,
S@/«%W
Shelby Fredrick

Local Development Review Coordinator
Caltrans, District 5

Cc: Veronica Lezama, Branch Chief, Caltrans D5 Regional Planning South
Cc: Chris Bjornstad, Local Development Review Coordinator, District 5
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Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program



Groundwater Contamination Characterization Project - Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Measures

Monitoring Program

Implementation Monitoring and Monitoring Monitoring
Responsibility Reporting Action Responsibility Schedule
Aesthetics
AES-1 Nighttime Work Requirements | City of San Luis Incorporate measure into | City of San Luis During
In the event nighttime work is Obispo plans and specifications. | Obispo ﬁconr;s’:]rk;/:(’;l?kni,s
necessary during the project Construction City staff conduct congucte d
construction phase, any portable Contractor inspection to confirm :

lighting shall be shielded and/or
directed away from adjacent
properties. Night lighting for
construction activities shall be the
minimum necessary to ensure safety
and security for nighttime activities
and operations. Lighting at the project
site shall consist of light-emitting
diode lights in all areas where
nighttime construction activities will
occur and be either motion-activated
or use timers to ensure safety and
security and reduce the impact of
additional light pollution at night. The
City shall verify compliance with the
construction night lighting
requirements via an inspection during
nighttime construction activities.

compliance.




Mitigation Measures

Monitoring Program

Implementation Monitoring and Monitoring Monitoring
Responsibility Reporting Action Responsibility Schedule
Air Quality
AQ-1 Odor Reduction City of San Luis Incorporate measure into | City of San Luis During
Obispo plans and specifications. | Obispo construction

Where construction activities occur
within 50 feet of a sensitive receptor,
the construction contractor shall
implement the following additional
idling restrictions, which shall be
shown on grading and construction
plans:

¢ Idling Restrictions Near Sensitive
Receptors for Both On- and Off-
Road Equipment

e Staging and queuing areas shall
be located at the greatest
distance feasible from sensitive
receptor locations;

o Diesel idling while equipment is
not in use is not permitted;

e Use of alternative-fueled
equipment is recommended
whenever possible; and

¢ Signs that specify the no-idling
requirements shall be posted and
enforced at the construction site.

The City Utilities Department shall
verify these measures are located on
construction plans prior to the start of
construction. Once during

Construction
Contractor

City staff conduct
inspection to confirm
compliance.

within 50 feet
of a sensitive
receptor.




Mitigation Measures

Monitoring Program

Implementation Monitoring and Monitoring Monitoring
Responsibility Reporting Action Responsibility Schedule
construction, City Inspector shall visit
the project site to verify these idling
restrictions have been implemented.
Biological Resources
BIO-1 Worker Environmental City of San Luis Incorporate measure into | City of San Luis Prior to
Awareness Program Obispo plans and specifications. | Obispo construction
Prior to initiation of construction Construction Provide WEAP training S:%rr?s-tr ction
activities at the treatment well site, all | Contractor and provide materials at meetinug)l

personnel associated with project
construction shall attend a Worker
Environmental Awareness Program
(WEAP) training, conducted by a
qualified biologist, to aid workers in
recognizing special-status species
and nesting birds that may occur
within the project site. The specifics of
this program shall include
identification of special-status species
with potential to occur, a description
of their regulatory status and habitat
requirements, general ecological
characteristics of any other sensitive
resources, and a review of the limits
of construction and measures
required to avoid and/or reduce
impacts to biological resources within
the project site. A fact sheet
conveying this information shall also
be prepared for distribution to the

Consulting Biologist

pre-construction
meeting(s).




Mitigation Measures

Monitoring Program

Implementation
Responsibility

Monitoring and
Reporting Action

Monitoring
Responsibility

Monitoring
Schedule

construction contractor. All employees
shall sign a form provided by the
biologist indicating they have
attended the WEAP training and
understand the information presented
to them. The construction foreman
shall ensure crew members are
aware of project boundaries and
adhere to the mitigation measures
designed to avoid or minimize effects
to listed species, nesting birds, and
other special-status species.

BIO-2 Pre-Construction Survey for
Special-Status Wildlife Species

A qualified biologist shall conduct a
pre-construction survey of the
treatment well site and adjacent
habitat no more than two weeks prior
to the start of construction at the
treatment well site. The biologist shall
document the presence or absence of
any special-status wildlife species
with potential to occur within the
treatment well site plus a 50-foot
buffer. The pre-construction survey
shall include surveys for burrowing
owl that follow the “Burrowing Owl
Survey Protocol and Mitigation
Guidelines” (California Burrowing Owl
Consortium [CBOC] 1993) and

City of San Luis
Obispo

Construction
Contractor

Consulting Biologist

Incorporate measure into
plans and specifications.

Consulting biologist to
conduct pre-construction
surveys, provide
documentation of surveys
and any additional
actions.

City of San Luis
Obispo

Prior to
construction
(no more than
two weeks
prior to start
of
construction)
and
immediately
prior to
construction.




Mitigation Measures

Monitoring Program

Implementation
Responsibility

Monitoring and
Reporting Action

Monitoring
Responsibility

Monitoring
Schedule

CDFW’s “Staff Report on Burrowing
Owl Mitigation” (California
Department of Fish and Game
[CDFG] 2012) within areas of suitable
habitat during the survey season
immediately prior to construction.

If special-status species are observed
onsite during the pre-construction
surveys, they shall be allowed time to
leave or be relocated prior to the
initiation of construction activities. If
special-status species are present
during construction activities, they
shall be handled in accordance with
Mitigation Measure BIO-7.

BIO-3 Burrowing Owl Buffers

If burrows known to be currently or
previously occupied by burrowing owl
are found, either during surveys or
project activities, a 500-meter no-
disturbance buffer shall be
established around each burrow.

City of San Luis
Obispo

Construction
Contractor

Consulting Biologist

Incorporate measure into
plans and specifications.

Comply with no-
disturbance buffer
requirements.

City of San Luis
Obispo

Prior to
construction
and during
construction.

BIO-4 Burrowing Owl Take
Authorization

If burrowing owl individuals or
burrows known to be currently or
previously occupied by burrowing owl
are found, either during surveys or

City of San Luis
Obispo

Construction
Contractor

Consulting Biologist

Incorporate measure into
plans and specifications.

Consult with CDFW if
individuals or burrows are
observed.

City of San Luis
Obispo

Prior to
construction
and during
construction.




Mitigation Measures

Monitoring Program

Implementation
Responsibility

Monitoring and
Reporting Action

Monitoring
Responsibility

Monitoring
Schedule

project activities, the City of San Luis
Obispo shall consult with CDFW to
discuss how to implement the project
and avoid take. If avoidance is not
feasible, acquisition of a State
Incidental Take Permit pursuant to
California Fish and Game Code
Section 2081 subdivision (b), prior to
any ground disturbing activities, shall
be required in order to comply with
the California Endangered Species
Act.

BIO-5 Crotch’s Bumble Bee Habitat
Assessment and Surveys

A qualified biologist shall conduct a
habitat assessment to determine if the
project area and the immediate
surrounding vicinity contain habitat
suitable to support Crotch’s bumble
bee. The assessment shall document
potential nesting sites, which include
all small mammal burrows, perennial
bunch grasses, thatched annual
grasses, brush piles, old bird nests,
dead trees, and hollow logs.

If potentially suitable habitat for
Crotch’s bumble bee is identified in
the habitat assessment, the qualified
biologist shall conduct focused
surveys for Crotch’s bumble bee and

City of San Luis
Obispo

Construction
Contractor

Consulting Biologist

Incorporate measure into
plans and specifications.

Complete habitat
assessment and comply
with CDFW requirements
for focused surveys.
Provide documentation of
assessment and surveys.

City of San Luis
Obispo

Prior to
construction.




Mitigation Measures

Monitoring Program

Implementation Monitoring and Monitoring Monitoring
Responsibility Reporting Action Responsibility Schedule
their requisite habitat features,
following the methodology outlined in
the Survey Considerations for
California Endangered Species Act
Candidate Bumble Bee Species
(CDFW 2023).
BIO-6 Crotch’s Bumble Bee Buffers City of San Luis Incorporate measure into | City of San Luis Prior to
and Take Authorization Obispo plans and specifications. | Obispo construction
If Crotch’s bumble bee is detected Construction Comply with avoidance iggs?funcr’:i%n
during the required habitat Contractor requirements and consult '

assessment and surveys, all small
mammal burrows and thatched/bunch
grasses shall be avoided by a
minimum of 50 feet to avoid take of
Crotch’s bumble bee. If ground-
disturbing activities would occur
during the overwintering period
(October through February), the City
of San Luis Obispo shall consult with
CDFW to discuss how to implement
project activities and avoid take. Any
detection of Crotch’s bumble bee prior
to or during project implementation
warrants consultation with CDFW to
discuss how to avoid take.

If avoidance is not feasible,
acquisition of a State Incidental Take
Permit pursuant to California Fish and
Game Code Section 2081 subdivision
(b), prior to any ground disturbing

Consulting Biologist

with CDFW if species is
detected.




Mitigation Measures

Monitoring Program

Implementation Monitoring and Monitoring Monitoring
Responsibility Reporting Action Responsibility Schedule
activities, would be required in order
to comply with the California
Endangered Species Act.
BIO-7 Biological Monitoring and City of San Luis Incorporate measure into | City of San Luis During
Special-Status Species Relocation Obispo plans and specifications. | Obispo construction.

A qualified biologist shall be onsite at
the treatment well site during all
vegetation removal, initial ground
disturbing activities, and/or during any
construction activities that may impact
sensitive biological resources. If the
biologist discovers special-status
animal species on the project site, the
biologist shall have the authority to
temporarily halt or redirect work to
avoid potential impacts. If avoidance
is not feasible, the biologist shall be
responsible for relocating wildlife
species out of the treatment well site
in accordance with the requirements
of applicable regulatory agencies,
such as CDFW or the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service. Special-
status wildlife shall not be handled
without prior permission from the
necessary regulatory agencies.
Species-specific monitoring
requirements may be superseded or
added to by resource agency permits
and/or incidental take authorizations.

Construction
Contractor

Consulting Biologist

Conduct biological
monitoring as specified
and provide monitoring
documentation.

Comply with
avoidance/relocation
requirements, and
consult with applicable
regulatory agencies prior
to species handling.




Mitigation Measures

Monitoring Program

Implementation Monitoring and Monitoring Monitoring
Responsibility Reporting Action Responsibility Schedule
Following the relocation of wildlife, the
biologist shall submit a report to the
City confirming the methodology and
results of relocating the wildlife.
BIO-8 Nesting Bird Surveys City of San Luis Incorporate measure into | City of San Luis Prior to
A preconstruction nesting bird survey Obispo plans and specifications. | Obispo (cr?gsr,‘:r:rce;u;)hnan
shall be conducted by a qualified Construction Consulting biologist to two weeks
biologist no more than 14 days prior Contractor conduct pre-construction

to initiation of project construction
activities. The survey shall be
conducted within the treatment well
site and include a 50-foot buffer for
passerines and a 500-foot buffer for
raptors. The survey shall be
conducted by a biologist familiar with
the identification of avian species
known to occur in the region and shall
focus on trees, vegetated areas, and
other potential nesting within the
vicinity of the treatment well site. If
active nests are identified in the
survey, an appropriate avoidance
buffer (typically 50 feet for passerine
species and 500 feet for raptors) shall
be determined and demarcated by the
biologist with high visibility material
located within or adjacent to the
treatment well site. All project
personnel shall be notified as to the
existence of the buffer zones and to

Consulting Biologist

surveys, provide
documentation of surveys
and any additional
actions.

Comply with avoidance
requirements.

prior to start
of
construction).




Mitigation Measures

Monitoring Program

Implementation Monitoring and Monitoring Monitoring
Responsibility Reporting Action Responsibility Schedule
avoid entering buffer zones during the
nesting season. No project
construction activities shall occur
within the buffer until the biologist has
confirmed that breeding/nesting is
complete, and the young have
fledged the nest. Encroachment into
the buffer shall occur only at the
discretion of the qualified biologist.
Cultural Resources
CUL-1 Workers Environmental City of San Luis Incorporate measure into | City of San Luis Prior to
Awareness Program Training Obispo plans and specifications. | Obispo construction
All construction personnel and Construction Consulting archaeologist S:F())rr?s-,truction
monitors who are not trained Contractor and Native American meeting)
archaeologists shall be briefed Consulting tribal representative to 9

regarding unanticipated discoveries
prior to the start of construction
activities. A basic presentation shall
be prepared and presented by a
qualified archaeologist and Chumash
Tribal Representative to inform all
personnel working on the project
about the archaeological sensitivity of
the area. The purpose of the WEAP
training is to provide specific details
on the kinds of archaeological
materials that may be identified during
construction of the project and explain
the importance of and legal basis for

Archaeologist

conduct WEAP training.

Complete and retain
documentation.




Mitigation Measures

Monitoring Program

Implementation
Responsibility

Monitoring and
Reporting Action

Monitoring
Responsibility

Monitoring
Schedule

the protection of significant
archaeological resources. Each
worker shall also learn the proper
procedures to follow in the event that
archaeological resources or human
remains are uncovered during
ground-disturbing activities. These
procedures include work curtailment
or redirection, and the immediate
contact of the on-call archaeologist
and if appropriate, Native American
representatives. The necessity of
training attendance shall be stated on
all construction plans and the City of
San Luis Obispo shall maintain
records demonstrating construction
worker WEAP participation.

CUL-2 Archaeological and Native
American Monitoring

Prior to any ground disturbing
activities, the project proponent shall
retain an archaeologist meeting the
Secretary of the Interior’s
Qualifications Standards (NPS 1983)
(Qualified Archaeologist) to oversee
the implementation of this measure.

Prior to any ground disturbing
activities, the archaeologist shall
provide a Cultural Resources
Mitigation and Monitoring Plan

City of San Luis
Obispo

Construction
Contractor

Consulting
Archaeologist

Incorporate measure into
plans and specifications.

Prepare and implement
CRMMP, and comply with
monitoring, notification,
and
reporting/documentation
requirements.

City of San Luis
Obispo

Prior to and
during
construction.




Mitigation Measures

Monitoring Program

Implementation
Responsibility

Monitoring and
Reporting Action

Monitoring
Responsibility

Monitoring
Schedule

(CRMMP) for review and approval by
the City of San Luis Obispo. The
CRMMP should include, but not be
limited to, the following:

a. Alist of personnel involved in the
monitoring activities;

b. Description of Native American
involvement;

c. Description of how the monitoring
shall occur;

d. Description of location and
frequency of monitoring (e.g., full
time, part time, spot checking);

e. Description of what resources
may be encountered,;

f.  Description of circumstances that
would result in the halting of work
at the project site;

g. Description of procedures for
halting work on the site and
notification procedures;

h. Description of monitoring
reporting procedures; and

i. Provide specific, detailed
protocols for what to do in the
event of the discovery of human
remains.




Mitigation Measures

Monitoring Program

Implementation
Responsibility

Monitoring and
Reporting Action

Monitoring

Responsibility

Monitoring
Schedule

The Qualified Archaeologist shall
provide conditional monitoring as well
as on call response in the case of an
inadvertent discovery of
archaeological resources. Given the
developed nature of monitoring well
locations MW-01 through MW-08 and
MW-10 through MW-12, and the
method of construction activities
proposed (i.e., drilling), monitoring at
these locations should be limited to
spot-checking and periodic
examination of soils through selective
sampling of soils brought to the
surface as a result of the drilling
activities. All construction-related
ground disturbances, including
clearing/grubbing and drilling, within
the treatment well site, west and east
of U.S. 101) and west of San Luis
Obispo Creek be monitored by an
archaeologist and a Native American
representative. In general,
archaeological, and Native American
monitoring shall be limited to initial
ground disturbance, which is defined
as construction-related earthmoving
of sediments from their native place of
deposition and does not include any
secondary movement of sediment
that might be required for the project.




Mitigation Measures

Monitoring Program

Implementation
Responsibility

Monitoring and
Reporting Action

Monitoring
Responsibility

Monitoring
Schedule

The Qualified Archaeologist may
adjust monitoring efforts as needed
(increase, decrease, or discontinue
monitoring frequency) based on the
observed potential for construction
activities to encounter archaeological
deposits. The Qualified Archaeologist
shall be responsible for maintaining
daily monitoring logs.

Throughout the course of project
construction activities, if a discovery is
made by construction personnel and
a monitor is not present, the protocols
and procedures outlined in the
Mitigation Measure CUL-3,
Unanticipated Discovery of
Archaeological Resources, shall be
followed. Following the completion of
construction, the Qualified
Archaeologist shall prepare an
archaeological monitoring report for
submittal to the City and the CCIC
with the results of the archaeological
monitoring program.

CUL-3 Unanticipated Discovery of
Archaeological Resources

In the event that archaeological
remains are encountered during
construction, City staff shall be
notified and all work within 50 feet of

City of San Luis
Obispo

Construction
Contractor

Incorporate measure into
plans and specifications.

Comply with avoidance,
monitoring, notification,
evaluation, and reporting/

City of San Luis
Obispo

During
construction.




Mitigation Measures

Monitoring Program

Implementation
Responsibility

Monitoring and
Reporting Action

Monitoring
Responsibility

Monitoring
Schedule

the find shall be halted until the find is
evaluated by the Qualified
Archaeologist or other designated
archaeologist working under the
direction of the Qualified
Archaeologist and appropriate
mitigation, if necessary, is
implemented. Native American tribal
representatives shall be notified. If
archaeological remains are identified,
the resource shall be evaluated for
significance under City Archaeological
Resource Preservation Program
Guidelines, and further treatment
measures, including but not limited to
avoidance consistent with City
General Plan Policies, Phase 2
Subsurface Archaeological Resource
Evaluation, or Phase 3 Archaeological
Data Recovery Excavation may be
required. Work within 50 feet of the
find shall not resume until
authorization is received from the
City. This measure shall be included
on all construction plans.

Consulting
Archaeologist

documentation
requirements.

Geology and Soils

GEO-1 Unanticipated Discovery of
Paleontological Resources

City of San Luis
Obispo

Incorporate measure into
plans and specifications.

City of San Luis
Obispo

During
construction.




Mitigation Measures

Monitoring Program

Implementation
Responsibility

Monitoring and
Reporting Action

Monitoring
Responsibility

Monitoring
Schedule

In the event of a fossil discovery by
construction personnel at the
treatment well site, the construction
contractor shall halt all construction
activities within the 50 feet of the
fossil, and a Qualified Professional
Paleontologist shall be retained to
evaluate the find prior to resuming
construction activity. If it is determined
the fossil(s) is (are) scientifically
significant, the Qualified Professional
Paleontologist shall complete the
following conditions to mitigate
impacts to significant fossil resources:

o Fossil Salvage. If fossils are
discovered, the Qualified
Professional Paleontologist shall
have the authority to halt or
temporarily divert construction
equipment within 50 feet of the
find until the Qualified
Professional Paleontologist
evaluate the discovery and
determine if the fossil may be
considered significant. Bulk
matrix sampling may be
necessary to recover small
invertebrates or microvertebrates
from within paleontologically
sensitive deposits.

Construction
Contractor

Consulting
Paleontologist

Comply with avoidance,
notification, evaluation,
and reporting/
documentation
requirements.




Mitigation Measures

Monitoring Program

Implementation
Responsibility

Monitoring and Monitoring
Reporting Action Responsibility

Monitoring
Schedule

e Fossil Preparation and Curation.
Once salvaged, significant fossils
shall be identified to the lowest
possible taxonomic level,
prepared to a curation-ready
condition, and curated in a
scientific institution with a
permanent paleontological
collection along with all pertinent
field notes, photos, data, and
maps. Fossils of undetermined
significance at the time of
collection may also warrant
curation at the discretion of the
Qualified Professional
Paleontologist.

e Final Paleontological Report. The
Qualified Professional
Paleontologist shall submit a
report describing the results of
the paleontological monitoring
efforts associated with the
project. The report shall include a
summary of the field and
laboratory methods, an overview
of the project geology and
paleontology, a list of taxa
recovered (if any), an analysis of
fossils recovered (if any) and their
scientific significance, and




Mitigation Measures

Monitoring Program

Implementation Monitoring and Monitoring Monitoring
Responsibility Reporting Action Responsibility Schedule
recommendations. The report
shall be submitted to the City.
Noise
N-1 Noise Reducing Best City of San Luis Incorporate measure into | City of San Luis Prior to (no
Management Practices Obispo plans and specifications. | Obispo less than 21
During monitoring well installation at Construction Comply with notification daystprlc?[r to
MW-01, MW-02, MW-03, MW-06, and | Contractor and noise reduction gﬁgs dL”riCn'O”)
MW-10, the following construction measures at specified constructi%n

noise best management practices
shall be adhered to:

e Stationary construction
equipment that generates noise
that exceeds 60 dBA shall be
shielded with the most modern
noise control devices (i.e.
mufflers, lagging, and/or motor
enclosures).

e Impact tools (e.g., drills) used for
project construction shall be
hydraulically or electrically
powered wherever possible to
avoid noise associated with
compressed-air exhaust from
pneumatically powered tools.

o Where use of pneumatic tools is
unavoidable, an exhaust muffler
on the compressed-air exhaust
shall be used.

monitoring well sites.




Mitigation Measures

Monitoring Program

Implementation
Responsibility

Monitoring and
Reporting Action

Monitoring
Responsibility

Monitoring
Schedule

e All construction equipment shall
have the manufacturers’
recommended noise abatement
methods installed, such as
mufflers, engine enclosures, and
engine vibration insulators, intact
and operational.

e All construction equipment shall
undergo inspection at periodic
intervals to ensure proper
maintenance and presence of
noise control devices (e.g.,
mufflers, shrouding, etc.).

o Atleast 21 days prior to the start
of construction, notify off-site
businesses and residents within
150 feet of construction of
planned construction activities.
The notification shall provide brief
description of the project,
activities that would occur, hours
of construction, the duration of
construction, and a phone
number to the City Community
Development Department for the
public to direct noise-related
complaints.

N-2  City Approval and Personnel
Briefing

City of San Luis
Obispo

Incorporate measure into
plans and specifications.

City of San Luis
Obispo

Prior to (pre-
construction
meeting) and




Mitigation Measures

Monitoring Program

Implementation
Responsibility

Monitoring and
Reporting Action

Monitoring
Responsibility

Monitoring
Schedule

Construction plans shall note
construction hours, truck routes, and
all construction noise best
management practices, and shall be
reviewed and approved by the City
Utilities Department prior to
advertisement of the construction
request for bids. All construction
workers shall be briefed at a
preconstruction meeting on
construction hour limitations and how,
why, and where best management
practices are to be implemented.

Construction
Contractor

Comply with briefing
requirements.

during
construction.

Tribal Cultural Resources

Implement CUL-1, CUL-2, and CUL-
3.

City of San Luis
Obispo

Construction
Contractor

Consulting
Archaeologist

See above

See above

See above






