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TO: X Clerk-Recorder Office Date Received Stamp or Label
County of San Luis Obispo
1055 Monterey Street Suite D120
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408
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X Office of Planning and Research i !
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 ! :
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 i i

1 I

FROM: City of Atascadero
Community Development Department
6500 Palma Avenue
Atascadero, CA 93422

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Exemption in Compliance with Sections 15062 and 21152 of the Public
Resources Code

Project Title: AMND24-0060 — Zoning Amendment and Conditional Use Permit/ Emergency Shelter
Overlay Zone Amendment (ECHO Expansion Project)

Project Applicant: EL Camino Homeless Organization, Wendy Lewis
P.O. Box 2077 Atascadero, CA 93423
(805) 792-0090
wlewis@echoshelter.org

Project Location: 6370 Atascadero Avenue, Atascadero, CA 93422, San Luis Obispo County (APN 030-
341-013)

Project Description: El Camino Homeless Organization (ECHO) currently operates a variety of emergency
housing shelter activities at 6370 Atascadero Avenue (APN: 030-341-013). They are seeking amendments to
the zoning text including an amendment to their Conditional Use Permit, and their Operations and Management
Plan to increase their capacity. The amendments would allow for:

1. An increase in the number of overnight beds from 60 to 90;

2. Increase the number of meal program participants from 80 to 100;

3. Increase the shower program operation hours;
The amendments would help facilitate the development of a new 7,600 square-foot 2 -story building to
accommodate the increased capacity.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: City of Atascadero

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: El Camino Homeless Organization (ECHO)
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Exempt Status:

] Ministerial (Sec. 15268):
] Declared Emergency (Sec. 15269(a));
] Emergency Project (Sec. 15269(b)(c));

General Rule Exemption (Sec. 15061. c);
Categorically Exempt (Sec. 15301 - 15333);
Statutory Exemption (Sec. 15261 - 15285)

LXK

Reasons why the project is exempt: The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Section
15061(3)(b)) exempts activities that are covered by the general rule that CEQA applies only to projects
that have the potential to cause a significant effect on the environment. The proposed amendments to
the Emergency Service (ES) Overlay Zone text, modification of the previously approved Conditional
Use Permit (PLN 2014-1492) Conditions of Approval, and updates to the required on-site management
plan for consistency will not have any significant adverse environmental impacts.

Additionally, CEQA (Section 15301(c)(2)) categorically exempts additions to existing structures
provided that the addition will not result in an increase of more than 10,000 square feet when the
project is in an area where all public services and facilities are available to allow for maximum
development permissible in the General Plan and the area in which the project is located is not
environmentally sensitive. While the expansion of the facility is ministerial under State law, the
proposed amendments to the ES Overlay Zone and operations plan will result in allowances that will
facilitate the proposed expansion. The proposed expansion of the existing shelter and program
activities would result in an addition that is less than 10,000 square feet in an area where all public
services and facilities are available to support the expansion of the existing shelter and on a site that
has been previously developed and 1s not designated as an environmentally sensitive area.

Lead Agency Contact Person: Xzandrea Fowler, Senior Planner
(805) 470-3160
xfowler(@atascadero.org

Date Exemption Accepted: 12/10/2024 Neandrea Foster

Xzandrea Fowler
Senior Planner
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