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Executive Summary 

The City of Duarte Community Development Department (City) retained Rincon Consultants, Inc. 
(Rincon) to conduct a cultural resources assessment in support of the Andres Duarte School Project 
(project or proposed project) located in unincorporated the city of Duarte, Los Angeles County. 
Totaling roughly 14.16 acres, the proposed project site encompasses Assessor’s Parcel Number 
(APN) 8604-017-903 which is currently developed with the Andres Duarte Arts Academy, Mt. Olive 
High School, and Otis Gordon Sports Park. The project proposes the demolition of the two schools 
and construction of 169 residential units, associated parking lot, and an approximately seven-acre 
park. The project is subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the City is the 
CEQA lead agency. 

This assessment includes the methods and results of a California Historical Resources Information 
System (CHRIS) records search; Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File 
(SLF) search; geotechnical, archival, academic, and ethnographic background research; 
archaeological and built environment pedestrian surveys; geoarchaeological sensitivity assessment, 
and evaluation of two built environment resources, a CEQA impacts assessment for archaeological 
and built environment resources; and management recommendations. This report was prepared in 
support of the CEQA environmental review of the project. 

A review of the CHRIS records search identified 13 cultural resources studies that have been 
previously conducted within 0.5 mile of the project site between the years 1975 and 2010. Three 
previously recorded historic built environment resources were identified within a 0.5 mile of the 
project site. No prehistoric or historic-period archaeological resources or historic built environment 
resources were identified within the project site as a result of the CHRIS records search. A search of 
the NAHC SLF was positive for known Native American heritage resources. No informal outreach 
was conducted as part of this study. 

The background research and cultural resources survey identified two built environment resources 
in the project site: 1433 Crestfield Drive and 1400 Mt. Olive Drive, which were recorded and 
evaluated as ineligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and the California 
Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) due to a lack of historic significance and architectural merit. 
1433 Crestfield Drive and 1400 Mt. Olive Drive are not considered historical resources as defined by 
CEQA Section 15064,5(a), and Rincon recommends a finding of no impact to historical resources. 

The background research and cultural resources survey did not identify any known or previously 
unknown archaeological resources within the project site or 0.5-mile records search radius. A review 
of historical maps and aerial imagery indicates that the project site was subject to ground 
disturbance from the 1950s through to the 1970s for the development of the Andres Duarte Arts 
Academy, Mt. Olive High School, and Otis Gordon Sports Park. Additionally, the historical route of 
the San Gabriel Wash is depicted in historical maps, traveling northeast to southwest, east of the 
project site. According to the geotechnical subsurface investigations performed within the project 
site undocumented fill soils were encountered from surface to 2.5 inches below ground surface and 
native alluvial fan deposits associated with the late Holocene-age were encountered from surface 
and/or underlying undocumented fill to the maximum depths explored. Holocene-age alluvial 
activity could have potentially served to preserve any indigenous or historic-period archaeological 
materials. 
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In consideration of these factors and given the context and findings of this study, there is a low to 
moderate potential to encounter unknown or as yet unidentified intact subsurface archaeological 
resources within undisturbed native alluvial soils to maximum depths of proposed disturbance. Such 
resources could qualify as either historical resources or unique archaeological resources under 
CEQA. In the event that previously unknown archaeological resources are encountered during 
project implementation, impacts to these resources could be significant under CEQA. Therefore, 
Rincon recommends implementation of a Workers Environmental Awareness Program training, 
archaeological monitoring, and inadvertent discovery procedures to facilitate appropriate treatment 
of any inadvertent discovery of archaeological resources in accordance with CEQA. Implementation 
of these recommendations along with adherence to existing regulations would reduce potential 
project impacts to archaeological resource qualifying as historical resources or unique 
archaeological resources, and human remains to less than significant under CEQA. 
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1 Introduction

Project Location and Description

roject site encompasses Assessor’s Parcel 

1.1 
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Figure 1 Regional Location 

Basemap provided by National Geographic Society, Esri and their licensors 
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may have changed since the original topographic map was assembled. 
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Figure 2 Project Site 
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Figure 3 Site Plans for Proposed Project  
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Personnel

the Interior’s Professional Qualifications Standards in their respective fields (National Park Service

1.2 
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2 Regulatory Setting

California Environmental Quality Act 

may meet the definition of a “unique archaeological resource” as iden

2.1 
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with the Secretary of the Interior’s 

a project’s impacts

National Register of Historic Places

and is the nation’s official list of 

2.1.1 
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A property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of 

determined to have “exceptional importance” to be considered eligible for NRHP listing.

California Register of Historical Resources

patterns of California’s history and cultural heritage

2.1.2 
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Assessing Impacts under CEQA 

state “a project with an effect that may 

have a significant effect on the environment.” 

California Health and Safety Code

oroner’s authority. If the human remains are of Native 

California Public Resources Code Section 5097.98

Local Regulations – City of Duarte General Plan

2.1.3 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 
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cultural resources (City of Duarte 2007). As presented in the Historic Preservation Element these 
include:  

Historic Preservation Goal 1: To make citizens and decision-makers aware of Duarte’s history and 
historic built environment.  

Objective 1.1 Create an educational program which focuses on providing information to allow 
residents and decision-makers to make informed decisions and supportable conclusions about 
the protection of historic resources.  

Policies  

HP 1.1.1 Establish and support all appropriate media for reaching all segments of the 
community to educate residents and decision-makers concerning the protection of historical 
resources.  

HP 1.1.2 Encourage public outreach and access to historical information.  

Objective 1.2 Promote the development of a comprehensive preservation program.  

Policies  

HP 1.2.1 Utilize creative funding sources to promote the development of a comprehensive 
historic preservation program for the City. 

Objective 1.3 Integrate historic preservation into the operations of the Community 
Development Department.  

Policies  

HP1.3.1 Encourage training of City staff related to the development and application of historic 
preservation. 

HP1.3.2 Develop a database and update maps which identify potentially historical resources 
and designated resources.  

Historic Preservation Goal 2: To maintain and update the City’s inventory of historical resources.  

Objective 2.1 Preserve Duarte’s historical resources by supporting continued research related to 
the City’s historic resources inventory.  

Policies  

HP 2.1.1 Encourage on-going research regarding the City’s history and built environment.  

Historic Preservation Goal 3: To promote the preservation of local historical resources.  

Objective 3.1 Preserve the City’s inventory of historical resources for future generations to 
enjoy.  

Policies  

HP 3.1.1 Encourage property owners to preserve the character defining features of historical 
resources.  
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HP 3.1.2 Promote the preservation of historic and cultural resources by providing incentives 
and technical assistance. 
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3 Natural and Cultural Setting

Natural Setting

Summary of Environmental Setting

Cultural Setting

Indigenous History

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

3.3.1 
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Paleo-Indian Period (circa 10,000 to 7000 BCE) 
The Paleo-Indian Period describes the earliest evidence of human occupation of the Northern Bight 
and includes the cultural trends and subsistence strategies of contemporary populations from 
approximately 10,000 to 7000 BCE (Glassow et al. 2007). Archaeologists largely define the Paleo-
Indian Period in North America by projectile points associated with extinct large mammal remains, 
such as mammoth, bison, and dire wolves in the Southwest and Plains regions (Erlandson et al. 
1987; Huckell 1996). These projectile points have been classified as the Clovis style, which exhibit a 
lanceolate shape with a flute initiated from the base that extends as far as the midline (Justice 
2002).  

The earliest accepted dates for human occupation in California were recovered from archaeological 
sites on two of the Northern Channel Islands, located off the southern coast of Santa Barbara 
County. Over 90 paleo-coastal sites dating between 13,000 to 8200 years before present (BP) have 
been documented in the Northern Channel Islands (McLaren et al. 2019). Archaeological deposits 
from the Daisy Cave site on San Miguel Island establishes the presence of people in this area 
approximately 10,000 BP (Erlandson 1991; Erlandson et al. 2007), and the Arlington Springs Woman 
(CA-SRI-173) has a calibrated date approximately 11,000 BP derived from the human remains and 
rodent bones recovered from within the same deposits on Santa Rosa Island (Erlandson et al. 2007, 
Glassow et al. 2007, Johnson et al. 2002). Shell middens identified on the mainland of California 
have yielded dates from 8000 to 7000 BCE (Erlandson et al. 2007). 

Recent data from Paleo-Indian shell middens, bone middens, lithic scatters, and quarry workshops 
on the Channel Islands indicate that the area supported substantial human populations during later 
paleo-coastal times (McLaren et al. 2019). Data from the last 20 years also suggests that the 
economy was a diverse mixture of hunting, fishing, and gathering, with a major emphasis on aquatic 
resources in many coastal areas (e.g., Jones and Ferneau 2002, Erlandson et al. 2007). Shellfish are 
particularly prevalent, suggesting a heavy reliance on this resource, with varying intensities of 
reliance on fish, marine mammals, seabirds, and waterfowl (McLaren et al. 2019).  

Assemblages on the Channel Islands include chipped-stone bifaces, cores and flake tools, ground-
stone artifacts, bone gorges, Olivella shell beads, woven sea grass cordage, and red ochre. While no 
fluted points have been found on the Channel Islands, a few have been found along California’s 
mainland coast (McLaren et al. 2019). One fluted projectile point fragment was recovered from site 
CA-SBA-1951 on the Santa Barbara Channel coastal plain (Erlandson 1994: 44, Erlandson et al. 
1987). Archaeological deposits at the Daisy Cave site further yielded an assemblage of “the oldest 
known fishhooks in the Americas” (Erlandson et al. 2007: 57). 

Millingstone Horizon (7000 to 5000 BCE) 
Originally identified in 1929, the Millingstone Horizon, as described by Wallace (1955, 1978) and 
Warren (1968), is characterized by an ecological adaptation to collecting plant resources, such as 
seeds and nuts. This identification was suggested by the appearance and abundance of well-made 
milling implements (e.g., metates, milling slabs, and hand stones like manos and mullers) in the 
archaeological record, particularly in areas along the coast of California. Archaeologists generally 
accept that human occupation of California during the Paleo-Indian period originated from small, 
dispersed occupations. With milling implements occurring in high frequencies for the first time, 
archaeologists infer the Millingstone Horizon experienced a significant population increase in the 
Central Coast region (Glassow et al. 2007). Excavations at the Tank Site (CA-LAN-1) in Topanga 
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Canyon from 1947 to 1948 (Treganza and Bierman 1958), for example, confirmed the presence of 
over 2000 milling implements that correspond with the Millingstone Horizon.  

Flaked stone assemblages, which include crude core and cobble-core tools, flake tools, large side-
notched projectile points, and pitted stones (Glassow et al. 2007; Jones et al. 2007), and shell 
middens in coastal sites suggest that contemporary people in the Northern Bight practiced a mixed 
food procurement strategy. Faunal remains identified at Millingstone Horizon sites point to a broad-
spectrum of hunting and gathering of shellfish, fish, birds, and mammals, though large faunal 
assemblages are uncommon. This mixed food procurement strategy demonstrates adaptation to 
regional and local environments. 

Along the Northern Bight, Millingstone Horizon sites are most common on terraces and knolls, 
typically set back from the current coastline (Erlandson 1994: 46). However, 40 sites dating to this 
period have been identified in various settings, including rocky coasts, estuaries, and nearshore 
interior valleys (Glassow et al. 2007). The larger sites usually contain extensive midden deposits, 
possible subterranean house pits, and cemeteries. Most of these sites probably reflect intermittent 
use over many years of local cultural habitation and resource exploitation. 

Early Period (5000 BCE to 2000 BCE) 
The Early Period of the Northern Bight is marked by a lower frequency of radiocarbon dated 
archaeological sites as well as changes in artifact forms. Differences in artifact forms, and 
particularly in ground stone implements, likely represent changes in subsistence (Glassow et al. 
2007). The material culture recovered from Early Period sites within the Northern Bight provides 
evidence for continued exploitation of inland plant and coastal marine resources as well as the 
incorporation of “newly important food resources” found in specific habitats (Glassow et al. 2007: 
197). In addition to the use of metates and manos, prehistoric populations began to use mortars 
and pestles, such as those recovered from the Sweetwater Mesa (CA-LAN-267) and Aerophysics (CA-
SBA-53) sites (Glassow et al. 2007).  

Artifact assemblages recovered from Early Period sites also include bipointed bone gorge hooks 
used for fishing, Olivella beads, bone tools, and pendants made from talc schist. The frequency of 
projectile points in Early Period assemblages also increased, while the style began to change from 
lanceolate forms to side-notched forms (Glassow et al. 2007). The projectile point trend has become 
apparent at numerous sites along the Northern Bight coastal regions as well as a few inland sites 
(e.g., CA-SBA-210 and CA-SBA-530). In many cases, manifestations of this trend are associated with 
the establishment of new and larger settlements, such as at the Aerophysics site (Glassow et al. 
2007; Jones et al. 2007). 

Middle Period (2000 BCE to 1 CE) 
The remains of fish, land mammals, and sea mammals are increasingly abundant and diverse in 
archaeological deposits along the coastal Northern Bight during the Middle Period, suggesting a 
pronounced trend toward greater adaptation to regional or local resources as well as the 
development of socioeconomic and political complexity in prehistoric populations (Glassow et al. 
2007). Shell fishhooks were introduced, as opposed to the bone fishhooks found in earlier 
assemblages, and projectile points changed from side-notched dart points to contracting stem 
styles.  

Flaked stone tools used for hunting and processing—such as large side-notched, stemmed, 
lanceolate or leaf-shaped projectile points, large knives, edge modified flakes, and drill-like 
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implements—occurred in archaeological deposits in higher frequencies and are more 
morphologically diversified during the Middle Period. Bone tools, including awls, are more 
numerous than in the preceding period, and the use of asphaltum adhesive became common. 
Circular fish hooks that date from between 1000 and 500 BCE, compound bone fish hooks that date 
between CE 300 and 900, notched stone sinkers, and the tule reed or balsa raft, indicative of major 
developments in maritime technology, became common during this period (Arnold 1995; Glassow 
et al. 2007; Jones and Klar 2005: 466; King 1990:87–88).  

Populations continued to follow a seasonal settlement pattern until the end of the Middle Period; 
large, permanently occupied settlements with formal architecture, particularly in coastal areas, 
appear to have been the norm by the end of the Middle Period (Glassow et al. 2007). Prehistoric 
populations began to bury the deceased in formal cemeteries with artifacts that may represent 
changes in ideology and the development of ritual practices (Glassow et al. 2007).  

Middle-Late Transition Period (1 CE to 1000 CE) 
The Middle-Late Transition period is marked in the archaeological record by major changes in 
settlement patterns, diet, and interregional exchange. Contemporary populations of the Northern 
Bight continued to occupy more permanent settlements with the continued use of formal 
cemeteries and burial of goods. The manufacture of the plank canoe, or tomol, allowed 
contemporary populations to catch larger fish that occupied deeper sea waters (Glassow et al. 
2007). Following the introduction of the plank canoe, harpoons make a more pronounced 
appearance as their use increases. The plank canoe also appears to have influenced commerce 
between the mainland Northern Bight coastal regions and the Channel Islands (Glassow et al. 2007: 
204). Evidence at Middle-Late Transition Period sites in the Northern Bight indicate that populations 
replaced atlatl (dart) technologies with the bow and arrow, which required smaller projectile points.  

Late Period (1,000 CE to Historic Contact) 
Archaeologists distinguish Late Period sites in the Northern Bight with small, finely worked projectile 
points and temporally diagnostic shell beads. Although shell beads were typical of coastal sites, 
trade brought many of these maritime artifacts to inland locations, especially during the latter part 
of the Late Period. Projectile points diagnostic of both the Middle and Late periods found within the 
Northern Bight region and down the central and southern coasts of California include large, 
contracting-stemmed types typical of the Middle Period, as well as small, leaf-shaped Late Period 
projectile points (Jones and Ferneau 2002: 217). The small, finely worked projectile points typically 
associated with bow and arrow technology are believed to have been introduced to the area by the 
Takic migration from the deserts into Southern California.  

Other common artifacts identified at Late Period sites in the Northern Bight include bifacial bead 
drills, bedrock mortars, hopper mortars, lipped and cupped Olivella shell beads, and steatite disk 
beads. The presence of beads and bead drills suggests that low-level bead production was 
widespread throughout the region (Glassow et al. 2007). Unlike the large Middle period shell 
middens, Late Period sites are more frequently single-component deposits with evidence for only 
one period of occupation or use. There are also more inland sites, with fewer and less visible sites 
along the Pacific shore during the Late Period. 
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Ethnographic Setting

Gabrielino (Gabrieleño)/Tongva 

Gabrielino prefer the term “Kizh”). The name "Gabrielino” or “Gabrieleño” denotes those people 

to 10,000 (O’Neil 2002). Political organization followed a patrilocal and patrilineal pattern. Typically, 

–

–

3.3.2 
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–

–

Post-Colonization Setting

Spanish Period (1769 to 1822)

3.3.3 
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By the eighteenth century, Spain developed a three-pronged approach to secure its hold on the 
territory and counter against other foreign explorers. The Spanish established military forts known 
as presidios, as well as missions and pueblos (towns) throughout Alta California. The 1769 overland 
expedition by Captain Gaspár de Portolá marks the beginning of California’s Historic period, 
occurring just after the King of Spain installed the Franciscan Order to direct religious and 
colonization matters in assigned territories of the Americas. Portolá established the Presidio of San 
Diego as the first Spanish settlement in Alta California in 1769. Franciscan Father Junípero Serra also 
founded Mission San Diego de Alcalá that same year, the first of the 21 missions that would be 
established in Alta California by the Spanish and the Franciscan Order between 1769 and 1823 
(Library of Congress n.d.a).  

Construction of missions and associated presidios was a major emphasis during the Spanish Period 
in California with the purpose of integrating the Native American population into Christianity and 
communal enterprise (Livingston 1914). In addition to the missions, three pueblos, or towns, were 
established during this period, two of which, San José and Los Angeles remain as California cities. 
Incentives were provided to bring settlers to these pueblos.  

Spain began making land grants in 1784, typically to retiring soldiers, although the grantees were 
only permitted to inhabit and work the land. The land titles technically remained property of the 
Spanish king (Livingston 1914). 

Mexican Period (1822 to 1848) 
Several factors kept growth within Alta California to a minimum, including the threat of foreign 
invasion, political dissatisfaction, and unrest among the indigenous population. After more than a 
decade of intermittent rebellion and warfare, New Spain won independence from Spain in 1821. In 
1822, the Mexican legislative body in California ended isolationist policies designed to protect the 
Spanish monopoly on trade, and decreed California ports open to foreign merchants (Dallas 1955). 

Extensive land grants were established in the interior during the Mexican Period, in part to increase 
the population inland from the more settled coastal areas where the Spanish had first concentrated 
their colonization efforts (Livingston 1914). The secularization of the missions following Mexico’s 
independence from Spain resulted in the subdivision of former mission lands and establishment of 
many additional ranchos (Library of Congress n.d.b). Commonly, former soldiers and well-connected 
Mexican families were the recipients of these land grants, which now included the title to the land. 

During the supremacy of the ranchos (1834 to 1848), landowners largely focused on the cattle 
industry and devoted large tracts to grazing. Cattle hides became a primary Southern California 
export, providing a commodity to trade for goods from the east and other areas in the United States 
and Mexico. The number of nonnative inhabitants increased during this period because of the influx 
of explorers, trappers, and ranchers associated with the land grants. The rising California population 
contributed to the introduction and rise of diseases foreign to the Native American population, who 
had no associated immunities (Zappia 2012). 

American Period (1848 to Present) 
The United States went to war with Mexico in 1846. During the first year of the war, John C. 
Fremont traveled from Monterey to Los Angeles with reinforcements for Commodore Stockton and 
evaded Californian soldiers in Santa Barbara’s Gaviota Pass by taking the route over the San Marcos 
grade instead (Kyle 2002). The war ended in 1848 with the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, ushering 
California into its American Period. 
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California officially became a state with the Compromise of 1850, which also designated Utah and 
New Mexico (with present-day Arizona) as United States territories (Waugh 2003). Horticulture and 
livestock, based primarily on cattle as the currency and staple of the rancho system, continued to 
dominate the Southern California economy through the 1850s. The discovery of gold in the northern 
part of the state led to the Gold Rush beginning in 1848, and with the influx of people seeking gold, 
cattle were no longer desired mainly for their hides but also as a source of meat and other goods. 
During the 1850s cattle boom, rancho vaqueros drove large herds from Southern to Northern 
California to feed that region’s burgeoning mining and commercial boom (Waugh 2003).  

A severe drought in the 1860s decimated cattle herds and drastically affected rancheros’ source of 
income. In addition, property boundaries that were loosely established during the Mexican era led 
to disputes with new incoming settlers, problems with squatters, and lawsuits. Rancheros often 
were encumbered by debt and the cost of legal fees to defend their property. As a result, much of 
the rancho lands were sold or otherwise acquired by Americans. Most of these ranchos were 
subdivided into agricultural parcels or towns (Dumke 1994). 

Local History 
In 1841, the governor of Alta California granted 7,000 acres of land in the upper San Gabriel Valley 
to Andres Duarte which he named Rancho Azusa de Duarte (Duarte, City of 2024). Throughout his 
ownership, Duarte sold off sections of the Rancho to pay off his debts. One portion was sold to Dr. 
Nehemiah Beardslee who established the town of Duarte, constructed its first school, and installed 
its first water lines. The first school was constructed in 1874 at the corner of Buena Vista Drive and 
Central Avenue and was later replaced in 1906 by a Spanish Revival Building which is still extant. By 
1872, the remaining land within the Rancho had been divided into 40-acre plots and sold off 
(Margiloff et al. 2009).  

Pioneer settlers of Duarte moved to the area for their health, the pleasant climate, and the area’s 
fertile soil (Duarte, City of 2024). That agricultural community thrived due to the establishment of 
water companies and railroad lines. Water systems including the Beardslee Water Ditch Company 
(1881) and Duarte Mutal Water Company (1884) were constructed in the late 1800s to irrigate 
agricultural properties in Durate (Margiloff et al. 2009). In the late 1800s into the early 1900s, the 
Atchinson, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad was constructed south of Duarte and the Southern Pacific 
Railroad was constructed north of the town and contributed to the town’s success as an agricultural 
community as the lines connected the agricultural products of Duarte to markets throughout 
California (Margiloff et al. 2009). This led to the formation of packing houses including the Duarte-
Monrovia Fruit Exchange adjacent to the rail lines. 

In the early 20th century, several institutions developed in Duarte to serve the growing population, 
such as in 1906 the school district formed as part of the Monrovia-Arcadia-Duarte School District 
(DUSD 2024a). Transportation continued to expand when in 1908 Pacific Electric constructed an 
interurban Red Car line to Duarte connecting the community to Los Angeles and other surrounding 
towns (Margiloff et al. 2009). In 1913, the National Jewish Consumption Relief Association started a 
tuberculosis sanitarium to provide relief for workers in Los Angeles (Duarte, City of 2024; Margiloff 
et al. 2009). Eventually this sanitarium would evolve into the City of Hope Medical Center. In 1930, a 
group of Carmelite Sisters established the Santa Teresita Rest Home, known today as Santa Teresita 
Medical Center (Duarte, City of 2024). 
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As with many communities throughout the county, the proliferation of the automobile led to 
changes throughout Duarte. Huntington Drive, later part of U.S. Route 66 was constructed in 1925, 
led to the construction of garages, motels, and other businesses along Huntington Drive (Margiloff 
et al. 2009). Though commercial development increased along the major thoroughfares through 
Duarte in the 1920s and 1930s, the community was still largely agricultural focusing on citrus such 
as limes and oranges. After World War II, though, many agricultural properties were replaced with 
residential developments and the population of Duarte boomed. In order to best serve their 
growing population, the Duarte Unified School District was formed in 1954 and the City of Duarte 
officially incorporated on August 22, 1957 (DUSD 2024a; Margiloff et al. 2009). The City constructed 
new institutions to serve the growing population; these include Andres Duarte Elementary School 
and the Northview School in 1952, Duarte High School circa 1967, and Mt. Olive High School in 1967 
(NETR Online 2024).  

Due to the growing population of Duarte and the surrounding Los Angeles County, in the late 1960s, 
Interstate 210 was constructed through the area and directly through the city of Duarte leading to 
the area’s further suburbanization and densification, a trend which continued throughout the 1970s 
and 1980s (Margiloff et al. 2009; NETR Online 2024). Since that time the city’s population has stayed 
steady around 21,000 residents, and the city continues to grow with infill residential and 
commercial development (US Census Bureau 2024). 

Post-World War II School Design – Functional School Plan 
The development of this context was based on the information provided in the Los Angeles Unified 
School District Historic Context Statement, 1870 to 1969, prepared by Sapphos Environmental, Inc, 
in 2014. The context was drawn from the section “Educating the Baby Boom: Postwar Expansion 
and the Modern, Functional School Plant, 1945 to 1969” (Sapphos Environmental, Inc. 2014).  

Throughout the 1940s, 50s and 60s, with the rise in population after World War II, a need arose for 
more schools to educate the growing Baby Boomer generation; older schools also needed to be 
updated to meet demands associated with the rising number of students. Prior to World War II, 
school design integrated a heavy focus on building exteriors, favoring the construction of one grand 
building to meet all educational needs. However, the schools of the post-World War II era reflected 
changing ideas about education and focused more heavily on function, the education of masses of 
children via the create optimal interior conditions and controls to increase morale. Architects of 
post-World War II schools adopted the then-popular Mid-Century Modern architectural style as it 
reflected the contemporary principles of education: schools should be economically built with 
durable materials, accessible to all, and permit joy (Sapphos Environmental Inc. 2014). 

To this end, post-World War II school designs were characterized as functional school plants which 
were expansive campuses with separate, program-specific buildings and classrooms. The school 
plant concept originated between the 1910s and 1930s but evolved during the post-war era into the 
functional school plant which typically reflected one of three functional school plant designs: finger-
plan, cluster-plan, or open-plan (Sapphos Environmental Inc. 2014).  

1433 Crestfield Drive is an example of a finger-plan designed school, which first launched in the 
1930s and expanded in the 1940s and 50s. This plan took form as open schools with multiple 
buildings or classrooms connected by covered walkways or corridors. The schools were typically 
one-story with axial wings of classrooms usually one room deep to provide cross-lighting and 
ventilation and easy access to the outdoors; the wings were designed to be easily expanded with 
new classrooms. The connection to the outdoors was further expanded through canopied outdoor 
corridors which lined the classroom window or provided sheltered circulation throughout the 
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campus. By the early 1950s, though, the popularity in the finger-plan school declined as it required 
large swaths of land to accommodate the extended site plan. School design moved towards the 
cluster-plan, popular in the 1950s, which was similar to the finger-plan, but featured buildings 
clustered closer together; 1400 Mt. Olive Drive is an example of a cluster-plan school. Popular in the 
1960s, open-school campuses and their buildings were more compact with high ceilings to provide 
adaptable space, flexibility in use, and corridors on the interior. All three plans emphasized the 
connection with outdoors by creating picnic areas, breezeways, or playgrounds (Sapphos 
Environmental, Inc. 2014). 
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Known Cultural Resources

Table 1 Previously Recorded Cultural Resources within 0.5-Mile of the Project Site

Sacred Land File Search

, 2024, the NAHC responded to Rincon’s SLF search request, stating the results of the 

Historical Topographic Map and Aerial Imagery Review 

4.2.2 

4.2.3 

4.2.4 
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1987, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2009, 2010, 2012, 
2016, 2018, 2020, 2022. Historic aerial photographs via University of California, Santa Barbara, 
Library Geospatial Collection, FrameFinder (2024) were available for 1948. Summaries of these 
observations are provided in Table 2 below. In addition, Rincon reviewed the Kirkman-Harriman 
Pictorial and Historical Map of Los Angeles County 1860-1937, which is discussed following Table 2. 

Table 2 Developmental History of the Project Site and Surroundings  
Year Description Source 

1894, 1897, 
1901, 1904, 
1908, 1912, 
1923  

These map years show the following: the project site is undeveloped and vacant 
with a paved roadway running east to west north of the project site. The closest 
water source, the San Gabriel Wash, is depicted running northeast to southwest 
east of the project site. The Atchison Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad is depicted 
approximately 0.25 miles south of the project site. Sparse street grids are 
depicted and some structures are depicted north, northeast and west of the 
project site 

Topographic Maps 
USGS 2024 and NETR 
Online 2024  

1925, 1928; 
1934, 1939, 
1941; 1946 

These map years show the following: The Southern Pacific Railroad is depicted 
0.4 miles north of the project site. A roadway is depicted running northeast to 
southwest southeast of the project site. A roadway is depicted running north to 
south approximately 100 feet west of the project site. Aerial photography from 
1934 confirms the project area is vacant land with an unpaved road running 
north to south through the western portion of the project site. 

Topographic Maps 
USGS 2024 and NETR 
Online 2024; Aerial 
Photograph UCSB 
1934 

1948, 1952, 
1953, 1955; 
1956; 1958; 
1959; 1960  

Aerial imagery from 1948 shows the project area containing a defined unpaved 
road running north to south through the western portion of the project site. 
North of the project site, Foothill Boulevard, which runs east to west, is 
depicted as Historic Route 66 in the 1953 topographic map. Aerial imagery from 
1953 depicts the Andres Duarte Elementary School (present-day Andres Duarte 
Arts Academy) within the southeastern portion of the project site and track 
homes constructed north of the project site. Additional topographic maps from 
1953 confirm the school’s name as “Andres Duarte School.” 

Aerial Photographs 
NETR Online 2024; 
Topographic Maps 
USGS 2024 and NETR 
Online 2024 

1964 Aerial imagery from 1964 shows the following: The western portion of the 
project site as manicured fields (present-day Otis Gordon Sports Park), paved 
roadways run along the southern, eastern and western boundaries of the 
project site, residential development is depicted adjacent to the southeastern 
portion of the project site and past the paved road west of the project site; the 
parcels south and east of the project site appear to be graded and paved.  

Aerial Photograph 
NETR Online 2024 

1966; 1968; 
1971; 1975 

These map years show the following: The paved road immediately west of the 
project site is depicted as “Mt. Olive Drive.” The 210 freeway is depicted south 
of the project site. The project site contains the place name “Duarte School.” 

Topographic Maps 
USGS 2024 and NETR 
Online 2024 

1976 Aerial imagery from 1976 shows new development in the northwestern portion 
of the project site identified as Mt. Olive High School. 

Aerial imagery NETR 
Online 2024 

1980; 1982; 
1987; 1992; 
1993; 1994 
1995;1996; 
1997; 1998; 
1999; 2000; 
2002; 2003; 
2005; 2009; 
2010; 2012; 
2015; 2016; 
2018; 2020 
2021; 2022 

These aerial images and topographic maps for the listed years show the 
following: no notable changes to the project site are observed. The project site 
is depicted in its current state and the areas surrounding the project site are 
fully developed. 

Aerial Photographs 
NETR Online 2024; 
Topographic Maps 
USGS 2024 and NETR 
Online 2024 
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Year Description Source 

Note: due to the scales of the maps reviewed, all distances of observed topographical features relative to the project site are 
approximate. 

Source: Nationwide Environmental Title Research Online 2024, United States Geological Survey 2024; University of California Santa 
Barbara Frame Finder 2024 

Summary 

The project site appears to have been undeveloped and vacant from 1894 through to 1952 and the 
San Gabriel Wash is depicted east and outside of the project site, running northeast to southwest. 
The 1953 aerial and topographic map shows the present-day Andres Duarte Elementary School 
(present-day Andres Duarte Arts Academy) within the southeastern portion of the project site. In 
1964, aerial imagery shows that the western portion of the project site is a manicured field 
(present-day Otis Gordon Sports Park) and roadways are present along the southern, eastern and 
western boundaries of the project site. Topographic maps from the mid-1960s through 1975 shows 
the project site as “Duarte School.” The 1976 aerial shows new development within the western 
portion of the project site that appears to represent the present-day Mt. Olive High School. Overall, 
the project site has been subject to grading and other ground disturbing activities from the 1950s to 
the 1970s for the development of the present-day Andres Duarte Arts Academy and Mt. Olive High 
School and Otis Gordon Sports Park has remained relatively undisturbed since the 1960s. 

1938 Kirkman-Harriman Historical Map Review 

Rincon reviewed the Kirkman-Harriman Pictorial and Historical Map of Los Angeles County 1860-
1937 (Figure 4; Kirkman 1938) to identify possible Native American resources in or in the vicinity of 
the project site. The map was prepared by George W. Kirkman in 1938 based on a review of 
historical documents available at the time of the map’s creation. The information presented on the 
map is limited to the period of history following Spanish exploration and settlement of the region, 
and the map depicts and includes notes on valuable information following Spanish colonization and 
missionization. While the map does not provide any specific primary references, the information 
presented appears to correlate with the details documented in the journals of the missionary 
explorer, Juan Crespi, in 1769 and 1770 during the Portolá expedition. 

This map is highly generalized due to its scale and age, and the locations of mapped features are not 
necessarily accurate. Therefore, the substantiation of the mapped features and their locations, 
relative to the project site, as well as the locations of historical events within the maps, require a 
review of archaeological archival records in addition to primary sources to verify the relationship to 
the project site. 

Based on this map, the project site is situated just south of an old or “ancient”1 road identified on 
the map as “L.A. County Road” and symbolized by black parallel lines. The nearest mapped water 
sources to the project site include the historical “Hondo (Lexington) Wash,” mapped approximately 
0.6-miles west and the “San Gabriel Wash,” mapped approximately 0.25-miles southeast and 0.5-
miles east; the confluence of both washes is mapped approximately 0.6 miles southwest of the 
project site. Mapped approximately 3 miles northeast of the project site in the San Gabriel 

 
1 Old or ancient roads: established before 1890 (Kirkman-Harriman Pictorial and Historical Map of Los Angeles 
County 1860-1937). 
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Mountains is a location identified on the map as “Sta Anita Gold Placers [gold miners], 1856” site 
denoted with the number “27” and a gold mine, symbolized by two crossed pick axes, is mapped 

Figure 4 Kirkman-Harriman Pictorial and Historical Map (Project Site Depicted in Red)

Geoarchaeological Review

Soil Map Review

4.2.5 
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these soils being transported and altered, Urban land soil patterns are unique for each city, 
including Duarte (USDA 2019). As indicated by Waters (1992), A horizons form on stable landforms 
not subject to intensive depositional or erosional processes, whereas B horizons represent the 
leaching of fine particles from the topsoil into the underlying sedimentary or alluvial parent material 
(C horizon), creating a distinct horizon. Given that A horizons form on stable landforms, they are the 
primary horizons wherein archaeological materials would be typically deposited. There are different 
classes of A horizons, including Ap horizons, which are A horizons that have been disturbed by 
agricultural activities such as plowing, and Ab horizons, which are A horizons that have been buried 
by depositional processes. Archaeological resources encountered within Ap horizons represent a 
disturbed context wherein archaeological materials have been displaced by plowing and discing. 
Because Ab horizons are buried A horizons, they have the greatest likelihood to contain intact 
subsurface archaeological deposits. 

The soil series identified within the Urban land-Soboba complex includes the Urban land (45 
percent), Soboba (40 percent), Typic Xerothents (5 percent), Palmview (5 percent), and Tujunga (5 
percent). The soils series with soil data indicates that the following soils series contain A horizons: 
Palmview, Soboba, and Tujunga series and extend from the surface to depths between 1.5 and 15 
inches below ground surface (bgs) and are found on numerous landforms, including alluvial fans, 
flood plains, and urban areas. Their A horizon soils are characterized as loam, stony loam sand, and 
fine sandy loam (USDA 2024b, 2024c, and 2024d). The soils present within the project site do not 
contain soils that have been disturbed by agricultural activities (Ap horizons) nor does the project 
site contain subsurface topsoil (Ab horizon), suggesting that the subsurface conditions do not 
contain archaeological materials that may have been displaced or contain archaeological deposits 
buried by natural processes. 

Geologic Map Review 

A review of the National Geologic Map Database (Dibblee and Ehrenspeck 1998) indicates that 
native soils within the project site are comprised of Quaternary alluvium (mapped unit Qg2), 
associated with the Late Holocene-age, young alluvial fan deposits that originate from the San 
Gabriel River (LGC Geotechnical, Inc. 2024). Holocene alluvial fan and stream deposits have the 
potential to support the presence of buried archaeological resources because these soils are 
contemporaneous with the documented period of prehistoric human habitation of the area and 
have potential to preserve cultural material in context, depending on the area-specific topographical 
setting. As previously mentioned in Section 3.1 of this report, the San Gabriel River is less than 0.5-
mile east and 0.25 miles to the southeast of project site. 

Summary of Previously Prepared Geotechnical Report  
The geotechnical report, Preliminary Geotechnical Evaluation and Recommendations, Proposed 
Residential Development and Sports Park, 1433 Crestfield Drive, Duarte, California (LGC 
Geotechnical, Inc. 2024), was prepared for the project site to address subsurface conditions. The 
report details the results of 12 eight-inch-diameter hollow stem auger/infiltration subsurface 
exploratory borings (HS-1 through HS-4 and I-1 through I-8). These borings were placed at accessible 
locations throughout the project site as depicted in Figure 5. Subsurface exploratory borings were 

 
2 Qg is a surficial sediment characterized as gravel and sand of major stream channels. 
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advanced to depths between approximately 1 to 15 feet bgs and were completed April 23, 2024, 
and May 7, 2024.   
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Figure 5 Subsurface Exploratory Investigations Completed in 2024 

 
Source: LGC Geotechnical, Inc. 2024, Figure 2 Boring Location Map 
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According to the geotechnical report, the subsurface exploratory investigations indicate that the 
native alluvial fan deposits encountered generally consists of variable amounts of silty to gravelly 
sand with cobbles that is grayish brown to dark brown in color. Although the borings logs for the 
subsurface investigations do not explicitly note the presence of fill (artificial, engineered, or 
undocumented), the report notes that minor amounts of undocumented fill may exist throughout 
the project site and further noted that the results of the exploratory borings are not representative 
of the entire project site. No characterization or description of the undocumented fill soils are 
provided in the reviewed geotechnical report. Table 4 below summarizes the results of the 
subsurface investigations. 

Table 3 Summary of Subsurface Investigation Results  

Boring 

Asphalt Concrete/Base/ 

Undocumented Fill (inches bgs) Native Soils Terminated Depth (feet bgs) 

HS-1 0 to 2.5 2.5 inches to 3 feet bgs 3 

HS-2 0 to 2.5 2.5 inches to 2 feet bgs 2 

HS-3 0 to 2.5 2.5 inches to 8 feet bgs 8 

HS-4 - 0 to 1.5 feet bgs 1.5 

I-1 0 to 2.5 2.5 inches to 3.5 feet bgs 3.5  

I-2 - 0 to 2 feet bgs 2 

I-3 - 0 to 1 feet bgs 1 

I-4 - 0 to 3 feet bgs 3 

I-5 - 0 to 15 feet bgs 15 

I-6 - 0 to 12 feet bgs 12 

I-7 - 0 to 10 feet bgs 10 

I-8 - 0 to 12 feet bgs 12 

Source: LGC Geotechnical, Inc. 2024 
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Figure 6 Built Environment Survey Results  
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1433 Crestfield Drive 
1433 Crestfield Drive is located at the northwest corner of Crestfield Drive and Central Avenue in 
Duarte, California. The former elementary school and arts academy are currently partially occupied 
by the State Preschool. It is sited on a large rectangular parcel (APN 8604-017-903) shared with the 
Otis Gordon Sports Park (a contemporary park) and Mt. Olive High School, which dates to the 
historic period and was recorded on a separate DPR form.  

The property includes 21 individual one-story buildings and two shade structures arranged in an L-
shape along Central Avenue and Crestfield Drive, as well as a paved play area and sand pit at the 
rear of the property and a paved parking lot along Central Avenue. Ten of the buildings date to 1952 
and form the original L-shaped layout. The buildings include: five classroom buildings (Classrooms A-
C and I-J) dispersed along Central Avenue and Crestfield Drive, a multipurpose room building at the 
center, a kindergarten building, and three restroom buildings. Between 1955 and 2000, ten 
additional classroom buildings and a locker room were added, and the Office building was 
constructed between 2005 and 2009 (Figure 7). 

Figure 7 1433 Crestfield Drive, View Northeast 
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Classroom Buildings (Classrooms A, B, C, G, I, J [1951-1952] and Classroom L [1955])  

The buildings noted above, which date from 1951-1955, share a consistent design and are described 
collectively below. Classrooms A, B and C are sited along Central Avenue while Classrooms I, J and L 
are sited along Crestfield Drive, and Classroom G, the Kindergarten Building, is centrally located at 
the corner of Crestfield Drive and Central Avenue. The buildings are of a consistent size, although 
Classroom L, added in 1955, features a slightly larger footprint. The classroom buildings are 
rectangular in plan, sit on concrete foundations, and are capped with shed roofs with slight eave 
overhangs on the long elevations; they are sheathed in rough stucco. The primary elevations feature 
three classroom doors flanked by banks of fixed pane windows. The entrances are sheltered under 
covered walkways that connect them. Rear elevations feature banks of fixed windows. (Figure 8 
through Figure 11).    

Figure 8 Representative Photograph – Primary Elevation of Classroom A, View Northwest 
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Figure 9 Representative Photograph – Rear Elevation of Classroom C, View Southeast 

 

Figure 10 Representative Photograph – Primary and East Elevations of Classroom J, View 
West 
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Figure 11 Representative Photograph – Rear Elevation of Classroom I, View Southwest 

 

 

Restroom Buildings – 1952  

Throughout the property there are three restroom buildings which date from 1951-1952. Two of the 
restroom buildings sit north of Classrooms A-C while the third restroom building sits west of 
Classrooms I and J. The buildings are rectangular in plan. They sit on concrete foundations and are 
capped with flat roofs. Their exteriors are sheathed in rough stucco, and their primary elevations 
feature two entrances separated with a porcelain water fountain with decorative tile. Rear 
elevations feature two vertical sash windows (Figure 12 and Figure 13).  
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Figure 12 Representative Photograph – Rear Elevation of Classroom I, View Southwest 

 
Figure 13 Representative Photograph – Rear Elevation of Restroom Buildings, View East 
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Multi-purpose Room – 1952  

At the center of the school’s overall L-shaped plan, at the corner of Central Avenue and Crestfield 
Drive is the multi-purpose room constructed between 1951 and 1952 (Figure 14). Sited east-west, 
the multi-purpose room is one-story, on a concrete foundation, and is capped with a side-gabled 
roof. The primary (north) elevation has four entrances, one entrance with double metal doors and 
two entrances with one flush metal door, and three windows sitting under the covered main 
walkway. The west elevation is covered by a large Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning System, 
while the east elevation has a double door entrance with metal doors, and the south elevation has 
two entrances, one with a single metal door and the second with double metal doors.  

Figure 14 Multi-purpose Room South and West Elevations, View Northeast 

 

 

Administration Building – 1952 

The administration building sits at the corner of Central Avenue and Crestfield Drive north of the 
kindergarten building and south of Classrooms I, J, and L (Figure 15). Rectangular in plan, the 
building sits on a concrete foundation, capped with a side-gabled roof, and sheathed in smooth 
stucco along the exterior. The primary (north) elevation has a single entrance with a glazed metal 
door flanked by a large picture window and a ribbon window. The primary elevation has decorative 
foliage and a concrete path that leads to the main covered walkway. The north elevation has a 
single entrance with a glazed metal door and a boarded window. The south elevation, connected to 
a covered walkway, has two entrances each with a glazed metal door, ribbon windows, and fixed 
pane windows. 
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Figure 15 Administration Building North Elevation, View Southwest 

 

 

Locker Rooms – 1971  

Constructed in 1971 to the north elevation of one of the restroom buildings at the far west side of 
the campus, the locker rooms sit on a concrete slab foundation with a rectangular ground plan 
(Figure 16). The building is capped with a flat roof and the exterior is clad in smooth stucco. The east 
elevation has an entrance with a single door covered by a decorative metal screen for privacy and a 
floor to ceiling window divided into three lites. The east elevation also has a mural of a tree and 
flowers. The west elevation has a single entrance with a metal door and no additional features. The 
north elevation has no fenestration or features.   
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Figure 16 Locker Rooms East Elevation, View West  

 

 

Classroom Buildings (Classrooms M-P and Q-U) – 1967-2000 

Throughout the property there are eight portable buildings or manufactured buildings added to the 
property in 1967, 1971, 1986, 1999, and 2000. The buildings are elevated off the ground on 
concrete foundations and rectangular in plan. Each building has a flat roof and a wide overhanging 
eave covering the entrances, and the exteriors are sheathed in vertical board siding. The buildings 
have one to two classrooms each with an entrance with metal, flush door accessible by a concrete 
or metal ramp, and the fenestration includes aluminum vertical sash windows (Figure 17 and Figure 
18).  
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Figure 17 Example of Portable Classroom (Classroom N South and East Elevations), View 
Northwest 

 
 

Figure 18 Example of Portable Classroom (Classroom R South Elevation), View North 
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Offices – Between 2005 and 2009 

Constructed between 2005 and 2009, the offices building sits at the western end of the campus 
north of the locker rooms and Classroom C (Figure 19). Capped with a monitor roof, the rectangular 
plan building sits on a raised concrete foundation and the exterior is clad in smooth stucco. The 
primary (south) elevation has an entrance off to the west side with a flush metal door accessible by 
a concrete ramp, and above the door are three aluminum frame vertical sash windows. The north 
elevation has five aluminum framed fixed pane windows and three vertical sash aluminum framed 
windows. The monitor has four aluminum framed vertical sash windows on the north and south 
elevations. The east and west elevations have no fenestration. 

Figure 19 Offices South and East Elevations, View Northwest 

 

Additional Features 

At the center of the property is a paved play area with two basketball courts, four-square courts, 
and additional areas for play. At the northwest corner is a sand pit with a playground, monkey bars, 
and swings which were constructed circa 1992. Throughout the property there are picnic tables and 
benches, some covered by roof structures. There are two additional playgrounds: one at the 
southeast corner adjacent to the kindergarten building and one at the southwest corner adjacent to 
portable classrooms constructed circa 1992; both have contemporary equipment (Figure 20 and  

Figure 21).  

West of 1433 Crestfield Drive within the same parcel is the Otis Gordon Sports Park consisting of 
two baseball fields and a playground. All of the features were constructed after 1995 and were not 
evaluated herein. 
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Figure 20 Playground, View Northwest 

 
 
Figure 21 Paved play area and basketball court, View Southeast 

 



City of Duarte 

Andres Duarte School Site Project 
 

 

12 

1400 Mt. Olive Drive 
1400 Mt. Olive Drive is located on the east side of Mt. Olive Drive and occupies the northwest 
corner of the following parcel in Duarte, California: APN: 8604-017-903. The parcel also includes 
1433 Crestfield Drive and the Otis Gordon Sports Field, a park. The property includes five portable 
buildings, a paved parking lot, an open lunch structure, and picnic areas (Figure 22). The parking lot 
occupies the northern end of the property while the buildings are sited at the southern end; the 
area in between is developed with grass lawns and picnic areas. The five buildings are portable 
buildings dating from 1972 to 2005: Classrooms A, C, and E, Administration Building, and Restroom 
Building, further described below. 

Added to the western end of the property in 1972, Classroom A sits at an east-west orientation, on a 
raised concrete foundation (Figure 23). It features a rectangular plan and is sheathed in wood panel 
siding. The flat roof has wide overhanging enclosed eaves on the north and east elevations with 
exposed beams; a penthouse structure spans the length of the roofline. The primary (north) 
elevation is divided into nine bays by wood pilasters, and four of the bays have entrances with flush 
metal doors to individual classrooms. The building is accessible by a concrete ramp and stairs which 
appear to be later additions. The west elevation has a mural which reads “California Model 
Continuation High School Mt. Olive” and features the school’s mascot, the bulldog; the east 
elevation has one opening with a flush metal door. 

Figure 22 1400 Mt. Olive Drive, View East 
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Figure 23 Classroom A North and West Elevations, View Southeast 

 

To the east of Classroom A and west of the Administration Building is the Restrooms Building, a 
portable building added to the property in 1999 (Figure 24). Capped with a flat roof, the rectangular 
plan building sits on a concrete foundation in an east to west orientation and is constructed of wood 
framing sheathed in vertical wood siding. The primary (north) elevation has four openings to the 
Girls’, Boys’, Men’s, and Women’s bathrooms each with a flush metal door and pronounced wood 
framing. In between the Girls’ and Boys’ bathrooms is a porcelain water fountain. The bathrooms 
are accessible by a concrete ramp and stairs.  
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Figure 24 Restroom Building North Elevation, View South. 

 

Added to the property in 2005, the Administration Building is a portable building at the center of the 
property just east of the Restrooms Building (Figure 25). The building is elevated off the ground on a 
concrete foundation and rectangular in plan. Capped with a flat roof with an overhanging eave on 
the north elevation, the exterior is sheathed in vertical wood siding. Accessible by concrete ramps, 
the primary (north) elevation has four entrances with either glazed or flush metal doors and three 
vertical sash aluminum framed windows. The west, east, and south elevations have no fenestration.   
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Figure 25 Administration Building North Elevation, View Southwest 

 

At the far eastern end of the property adjacent to the baseball fields of the sports park is Classroom 
C, a portable classroom added to the property in 1999 (Figure 26). The rectangular plan building sits 
flush with the ground on a concrete foundation, and the exterior is sheathed in vertical wood siding. 
The flat roof has a wide eave overhang over the primary (west) elevation which also features two 
entrances with flush metal doors individual classrooms, two vertical sliding sash windows, and a 
concrete planter. The north and south elevations are devoid of detailing while the east elevation has 
two vertical sliding sash windows and two heating ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) units.  
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Figure 26 Classroom C West Elevation, View Northeast 

 

Just north of Classroom C is Classroom E, a fifth portable classroom added between 2018 and 2020 
(Figure 27). Sited east-west, the rectangular in plan building is elevated off the ground on a concrete 
foundation and constructed of wood framing sheathed in vertical wood siding. The flat roof has a 
wide overhanging eave over the primary (west) elevation which also features one entrance with a 
flush metal door and a vertical sliding sash window. The primary elevation is accessible by a 
concrete ramp. The north and south elevations are devoid of features, but the east elevation has a 
vertical sliding sash window and a HVAC unit.  



Survey 

 

Cultural Resources Technical Report 17 

Figure 27 Classroom E North and West Elevations, View Southeast.  

 

At the western end of the property, adjacent to Classroom A and the property entrance, is the open 
lunch structure constructed in 2005 (Figure 28). The structure sits on a concrete foundation covered 
by a flat roof supported by wood beams connected to six concrete and metal columns. Throughout 
the property there are additional picnic tables on paved foundations or grass lawns (Figure 29).  
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Figure 28 Open Lunch Structure, View Northeast 

 
 
Figure 29 Additional picnic tables at the center of the property, View West 
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Archaeological Resources

, consistent with the USDA’s description of 

5.2.2 
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Figure 30 Representative Photograph of Exposed Ground Surface within the Project Site. 
Facing Southwest 
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Figure 31 Representative Photograph of Exposed Ground Surface within the Project Site 
- Facing Southeast 
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Figure 32 Representative Photograph of Exposed Ground Surface within the Project 
Site. Facing East

Archaeological Sensitivity Analysis

the results don’t necessarily equate to the existence of resources within the specific area 

occupied by the project site

5.2.3 
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Areas where environmental conditions included alluvial activity would potentially have served to 
preserve any indigenous or historic-period archaeological materials.  

A desktop review of geologic mapping and soil maps indicates that the soil types within the project 
site include Palmview, Soboba, and Tujunga series. The soils in these series lack buried soil horizon 
(Ab horizon), which would have the greatest potential to contain intact subsurface archaeological 
deposits. However, a review of the geotechnical investigation conducted within the project site 
determined that the site is underlain by asphalt concrete/base and/or undocumented fill from 
surface to 2.5 inches bgs within the eastern half portion of the project site and native alluvial fan 
deposits associated with the late Holocene-age were encountered from surface and/or underlying 
undocumented fill to the maximum depths explored (between 1 and 15 bgs). Holocene alluvial fan 
and stream deposits have the potential to support the presence of buried archaeological resources. 
Resources that are commonly encountered in these depositional contexts include pre-contact long- 
and short-term habitation sites as well as historic-period privies, refuse deposits, and other buried 
infrastructure. 

No archaeological resources were identified within the project site during the field survey. Current 
project design would include the following depths of ground disturbance: site preparation via 
grading and excavation activities approximately 5 feet bgs across the site and trenching for utilities 
extending from 2.5 to a maximum depth of 13 feet bgs, limited to the proposed driving aisles and/or 
parking areas. 

Given the aforementioned conditions and the context and findings of this study, there is a low to 
moderate potential for encountering unknown or as yet unidentified intact subsurface 
archaeological resources within undisturbed native alluvial soils to maximum depths of proposed 
disturbance. Such resources could qualify as either historical resources or unique archaeological 
resources under CEQA. 
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6 Evaluation

1433 Crestfield Drive

Property History

1952b). Due to this expansion, the community’s first 

n Institute of Architects for “outstanding ‘merit in design and execution in 
architecture and fine arts’” (

6.1 
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Figure 33 Plans for Andres Duarte Elementary School – 1952 (Los Angeles Times 1952a) 

 

Although the city constructed three new schools between 1952 and 1953, including the subject 
property, the schools could not alleviate the community’s needs due to the continued growth of 
students in Duarte. In 1953, the city started construction of a fourth school, Royal Oaks, started 
planning for a fifth school, Beardslee School, and in 1955 completed an addition with four 
classrooms (Classroom L) at the subject property (Daily News Post 1953c, 1954, and 1955). The 
addition, also designed by Allison & Rible, was constructed by Woodlawn Construction Company.  

Over the next 50 years, the school expanded further to accommodate the growing number of 
students. Between 1967 and 2009, ten additional buildings were added to the campus, eight 
portable buildings and two permanent buildings, including one to house the State Preschool which 
opened in 1984 (DUSD 2015; NETR Online 2024). Although the school experienced years of 
expansion and growth in numbers of students, by the late 2010s the school district experienced 
declining enrollment and converted the Andres Duarte Elementary School to the Andres Duarte Arts 
Academy in 2019 (Pasadena Star-News 2017; Google 2024). Though the State Preschool is actively 
using the subject property, the Arts Academy closed in 2022 (California Department of Education 
2024).   

Adjacent baseball fields and a playground were constructed as part of the school circa 1979 but 
were replaced by contemporary buildings, structures, and turf circa 1995 and converted to the Otis 
Gordon Sports Park (NETR Online 2024). The Mt. Olive High School on the same parcel was 
constructed in 1967 and is evaluated in a separate DPR form. 

Allison & Rible – Architects 

The subject property was designed by the Los Angeles based architectural firm, Allison & Rible, 
Architects, which was formed in 1944 by Ulysses Floyd Rible and George Boggs Allison (Los Angeles 
Times 1952a; Daily News-Post 1953a). Rible received his bachelor’s in architecture from the 
University of Southern California, and Allison received his bachelor’s and master’s in architecture 

PLANNED SCHOOL-Indicated in the picture shown • tory School plant that is to be constructed for the Duarte 
above is the general pion of, _th_e_ A_n_d_r_es_ D_u_o_rt_e_El_e_m_e_n_-___ S_ch_oo_ l_D_i_s_tr_ic_t_. _B_id_s_ fo_r_t_h_e_,_pr_o_,._je_ct_ h_o_v_e_be_e_n_ re_c_e_iv_e_d_. _ 
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from the University of Pennsylvania (American Institute of Architects [AIA] 1956). Prior to their 
formation of Allison & Rible, both worked at the Los Angeles-based firm, Allison & Allison. Allison & 
Allison was formed by brothers, James and David Allison, who were prolific for their revival style 
commercial and religious buildings during the 1920s and 1930s and are recognized as master 
architects in Los Angeles; however, it should be noted that George Allison did not form Allison & 
Allison nor was he related to James and David Allison who started the firm.  

Formed by the partners in 1944, Allison & Rible worked primarily in the Los Angeles area and 
designed institutional and commercial buildings. They are best known for their university and school 
designs; they designed the master plan for California Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo in 
1949, and the following circa 1954: Claremont College for Men (now Claremont McKenna College, 
extant), Downey (North) Junior High School (now Griffiths Middle School, extant), Huntington Beach 
High School (extant), and the modern expansion of the University of California, Riverside (PCAD 
2024; Allison & Rible 1949; The San Bernardino County Sun 1954). 

The firm expanded in 1965 into Allison, Rible, Robinson & Ziegler when Rodney Robinson and 
Raymond Ziegler joined as partners (AIA 1970). During the 1960s, the firm designed several New 
Formalist works, which they are known for today; including the 1966 California Federal Savings & 
Loan building at 16800 West Devonshire Street in Los Angeles which was recommended eligible for 
local and state listing for its New Formalist design and association with master architects, Allison & 
Rible (Los Angeles, City of 2024).   

The firm of Allison & Rible, Architects is recognized as master architects in Los Angeles and some of 
their projects have been recommended eligible for local listing in that city. A list of some of their 
work is included below in Table 5. 

Table 5  Allison & Rible-designed Properties   

Name Address Year Built Eligibility Status Source 

California Polytechnic 
University, San Luis 
Obispo 

1 Grand Ave.  

San Luis Obispo 

1949 N/A  Allison & Rible 1949 

Andres Duarte 
Elementary School 

1433 Crestfield Dr. 
Duarte  

1952 N/A  Los Angeles Times 
1952a 

Claremont College for 
Men (now Claremont 
McKenna College) 

888 N Columbia Ave. 
Claremont 

Circa 1954 N/A The San Bernardino 
County Sun 1954 

Downey (North) 
Junior High School 
(now Griffiths Middle 
School) 

9633 Tweedy Ln. 
Downey 

Circa 1954 N/A The San Bernardino 
County Sun 1954 

Huntington Beach 
High School 

1905 Main St. 
Huntington Beach 

Circa 1954 N/A The San Bernardino 
County Sun 1954 

University of 
California, Riverside 

900 University Ave. 
Riverside 

Circa 1954 N/A The San Bernardino 
County Sun 1954 
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Name Address Year Built Eligibility Status Source 

West Los Angeles 
Regional Branch 
Library 

11360 West Santa 
Monica Blvd. 

Los Angeles 

1956 Recommended Eligible 
for Local Listing in the 
City of Los Angeles  

City of Los Angeles 
Historic Resources 
Inventory  

Los Angeles City 
College 

855 North Vermont 
Ave. 

Los Angeles   

1957 N/A  Los Angeles Times 1957 

Beardslee School 1228 Kellwil Way 

Duarte 

1957 N/A Daily News-Post 1957 

 

Christian Education 
Building for First 
Presbyterian Church 
of San Diego 

320 Date St.  

San Diego 

1959 N/A Los Angeles Times 1959 

North Hollywood 
Federal Savings & 
Loan 

4461 North Lankershim 
Blvd. 

Los Angeles   

1961 Recommended Eligible 
for Local Listing in the 
City of Los Angeles 

City of Los Angeles 
Historic Resources 
Inventory 

Rand Corporation  Not Extant 1962 N/A Digital Public Library of 
America 1962 

Pasadena City College  1570 E. Colorado Blvd. 
Pasadena 

1963 N/A Los Angeles Times 1963 

California Federal 
Savings & Loan  

16800 West Devonshire 
St. 

Los Angeles 

1966 Recommended Eligible 
for Local Listing in the 
City of Los Angeles 

City of Los Angeles 
Historic Resources 
Inventory 

Note: This list is not a comprehensive list of properties designed by Allison & Rible.  

Evaluation  
1433 Crestfield Drive is recommended ineligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP) and the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) under all criteria (A/1, B/2, C/3, 
D/4). The evaluation relied on the framework established by the Los Angeles Unified School District 
Historic Context Statement (LAUSD HCS; Sapphos Environmental, Inc. 2014). Though not within Los 
Angeles, the LAUSD HCS discusses national and state-wide trends in education which are applicable 
to the subject property. According to the LAUSD HCS, the school was designed under the post-World 
War II context, “Educating the Baby Boom: The Postwar Modern, Functionalist School Plant, 1945-
1969” and is an example of a subtype of the functionalist school plan, the finger-plan school, which 
was popular in California and the United States in the 1940s and very early 1950s (Sapphos 
Environmental Inc. 2014).  
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The subject property was developed in 1951-1952 in response to the post-World War II population 
boom occurring in the Los Angeles region, including Duarte, at the time. However, it does not 
appear significant within the context of the area’s post-World War II institutional development 
because research failed to identify this school as an important driver of the area’s population boom 
or of the area’s school development. After review of the school’s association with the historic 
context, it did not contribute in a significant way to post-World War II school development in Durate 
as it was not the first or only school constructed post-war nor was it utilized as an example for the 
development of other schools in the area. 1433 Crestfield Drive was one of three post-war 
functionalist schools, including the Maxwell School (extant) on Euclid Avenue and Northview School 
(no longer extant) constructed in Duarte in 1952 in response to post-war development. These 
schools were quickly followed by two additional functionalist schools, Royal Oaks School (extant; 
now Royal Oaks STEAM Academy) in 1953 and Beardslee School (extant; now Beardslee Dual 
Language Academy) in 1957. Along with lacking historical significance, the property has several 
additions which affect the open school layout which is the most important character-defining 
feature of finger-plan and other functionalist schools. Therefore, the subject property is 
recommended ineligible for listing in the NRHP and CRHR under Criteria A/1.  

The research conducted in support of this evaluation, including research through newspapers, 
secondary sources on the history of the city of Duarte, and biographical sources such as 
Ancestry.com, did not identify significant individuals associated with the subject property. It is 
therefore recommended ineligible for listing in the NRHP and CRHR under Criteria B/2.  

1433 Crestfield Drive was constructed between 1951 and 1952 following the post-World War II 
finger-plan school design. While the property integrates some of the character-defining features of 
a finger plan school, for example a unified, functional site design with buildings extending across the 
site and oriented in relation to outdoor spaces, one-story massing, and classrooms which clearly 
express their function with finger-plan like wings and fenestration, the subject property is not an 
exceptional example of a post-World War II functionalist school and therefore is not significant 
within this context. In the case of the subject property, the finger plan was not expertly applied 
when compared to other regional examples such as Acalanes Union High School designed by 
Franklin & Kump in Lafayette, California in 1940, Kester Avenue Elementary School designed by 
Richard Neutra in Sherman Oaks in 1951, or Baldwin Hills Elementary School, designed by Neutra & 
Alexander’s firm in 1949 (Sapphos Environmental Inc. 2014).  

Additionally, the subject property was also constructed at the tail end of the period of significance 
associated with significant examples of the finger-plan in California and is not the first or only finger-
plan school in the surrounding area. Two other finger-plan schools were constructed in Duarte in 
1952, the Maxwell School (extant) on Euclid Avenue and Northview School (no longer extant), 
followed by two additional functionalist schools, Royal Oaks School (extant; now Royal Oaks STEAM 
Academy) in 1953 and Beardslee School (extant; now Beardslee Dual Language Academy) in 1957. 
Along with lacking historical significance, the property has several additions which affect the open 
school layout which is the most important character-defining feature of finger-plan and other 
functionalist schools.  

The subject property was designed by Allison & Rible, Architects, who are recognized master 
architects in Los Angeles. From the 1940s to 1960s, the firm designed institutional and commercial 
buildings throughout the region and were known for their school plans and later their New 
Formalist designs. Though the property is associated with master architects, the subject property is 
not an exceptional example of the firm’s large body of work. According to NPS Bulletin 15, a 
property is not eligible for the work of a master simply because it was designed by said master 
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1400 Mt. Olive Drive

Property History

The school’s student body continued to expand throughout the 1990s and 2000s the district made 

Evaluation 

alternative learning environment for the district’s high school students. It was constructed at the tail 

the context of Duarte’s Post

6.2 
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The research performed in support of this evaluation, including a review of newspapers, secondary 
sources on the history of Duarte, and biographical sources such as Ancestry.com, identified Luke 
McJimpson as the first principal of the school on the subject property. However, research did not 
indicate that Mr. McJimpson is historically significant in the history of the city, state, region, or 
national history. Additionally, research did not identify any additional potentially significant 
individuals associated with the subject property. Therefore, 1400 Mt. Olive Drive is recommended 
ineligible for listing in the NRHP and CRHR under Criteria B/2.  

One building at the subject property dates from the historic-era, Classroom A, which was 
constructed in 1972, while the remaining buildings were constructed in the 1990s to 2000s. As the 
buildings are portable buildings, they do not reflect a type, period, or method or construction nor do 
they feature a specific design aesthetic. They were not designed or constructed by recognized 
master craftsman nor do they possess high artistic value. The property is recommended ineligible 
for listing in the NRHP and CRHR under Criterion C/3.  

The subject property is not likely to yield valuable information that will contribute to our 
understanding of human history because the property is not and never was the principal source of 
important information pertaining to subjects such as mid-20th century educational buildings. 
Therefore, the subject property is recommended ineligible for listing in the NRHP and CRHR under 
Criterion D/4. 
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7 Impacts Analysis and Conclusions

Historical Resources

▪

▪

Historical and Unique Archaeological Resources

7.1 

7.2 
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Recommendations

Workers Environmental Awareness Program Training

Retention of a Qualified Archaeologist and Archaeological Monitoring

Secretary of the Interior’s 

roject’s 

7.2.1 
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Inadvertent Discovery of Archaeological Resources

provide recommendations regarding the resource’s potential 

information that justifies the resource’s significance. The 

Human Remains7.3 



City of Duarte 

Andres Duarte School Site Project 
 

 

34 

8 References 

Allison & Rible  

1949 “Diagram Master Plan and Schematic Building Plans.” 
https://digitalcommons.calpoly.edu/fpcp_pub/8/. Accessed through California 
Polytechnic University November 2024.  

American Institute of Architects (AIA) 

1956 American Architect’s Directory – Biographical Section. 
https://aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/pages/20644319/1956+
American+Architects+Directory. Accessed November 2024. 

Arnold, Jeanne E. 

1995 Transportation Innovation and Social Complexity among Maritime Hunter-Gatherer 
Societies. American Anthropologist 97(4): 733–747. 

Bancroft, Hubert How 

1885 History of California, Volume III: 1825-1840. San Francisco, California: A.L. Bancroft & 
Co. 

Bean, Lowell John and Charles R. Smith 

1978 “Gabrielino.” In California, edited by Robert F. Heizer, pp. 538–549. Handbook of North 
American Indians, Vol. 8, W.C. Sturtevant, general editor, Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, D.C. 

California Department of Education  

2024 “California School Directory: Andres Duarte Arts Academy (PK-8).” 
https://www.cde.ca.gov/schooldirectory/details?cdscode=19644696012918. Accessed 
November 2024. 

California Geological Survey 

2002 California Geomorphic Provinces: Note 36. 
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/Documents/Publications/CGS-Notes/CGS-Note-
36.pdf. Accessed December 2024.  

California Office of Historic Preservation (OHP)  

1995 Instructions for Recording Historical Resources. Accessed online throughout June. 
https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/pages/1054/files/manual95.pdf2011 Technical 
Assistance Series #6 – California and National Register: A Comparison. 
https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/pages/1069/files/technical%20assistance%20bulletin%206%2
02011%20update.pdf. Accessed multiple.  

2011 Technical Assistance Series #6 – California and National Register: A Comparison. 
Accessed online December 2024. 
https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/pages/1069/files/technical%20assistance%20bulletin%206%2



References 

 

Cultural Resources Technical Report 35 

02011%20update.pdf 

Daily News-Post  

1953a “Royal Oaks School Bid Withdrawn.” November 10, 1953. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/606041390/?match=3&terms=%22andres%20du
arte%20school%22. Accessed November 2024.    

1953b “Andres Duarte School Keys Accepted.” April 30, 1953. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/606109099/?match=1&terms=%22andres%20du
arte%20school%22. Accessed November 2024.    

1953c “Ground to be Broken for Duarte School.” November 25, 1953. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/606042900/?match=1&terms=%22andres%20du
arte%20school%22. Accessed November 2024.  

1954 “Duarte School Bond Ballot Set.” December 15, 1954. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/606096428/?match=1&terms=%22andres%20du
arte%20school%22. Accessed November 2024. 

1955 “Work to Begin on Classrooms.” March 1, 1955.  
https://www.newspapers.com/image/606085340/?match=1&terms=%22andres%20du
arte%20school%22. Accessed November 2024. 

1957 “Duarte’s School Budget Set at $1,615,985.” June 27, 1957. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/606047250/?match=1&terms=%22beardslee%20
school%22%20duarte. Accessed November 2024. 

1967 “Duarte Continuation High School will move Monday.” December 2, 1967. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/606091717/?match=1&terms=%22luke%20mcjim
pson%22%20. Accessed November 2024. 

Dallas, S.F. 

1955 The Hide and Tallow Trade in Alta California 1822-1848. PhD dissertation. Bloomington, 
IN: Indiana University.  

Dibblee, Thomas W. and H. E. Ehrenspeck 

1998 Geologic Maps of the Mt. Wilson and Azusa Quadrangles, Los Angeles County, 
California. DF-67, Scale 1:24000. 
https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/Prodesc/proddesc_71696.htm. Accessed September 2024. 

Digital Public Library of America 

1962 “Job 3403: Allison and Rible, Rand Corporation (Santa Monica, Calif.), 1962.” From the 
Julius Shulman Photography Archive. 
https://dp.la/item/9150a5e1bb65e39730bfe03abc583265. Accessed November 2024. 

Duarte, City of 

2007 City of Duarte Comprehensive General Plan, 2005-2020. 
https://www.accessduarte.com/government/departments/community-



City of Duarte 

Andres Duarte School Site Project 
 

 

36 

development/planning/general-plan/-folder-41#docan1161_2443_352 (Accessed 
October 2024).  

2024 “City History.” https://www.accessduarte.com/community/about/city-history (Accessed 
October 2024).  

Duarte Unified School District (DUSD) 

2015 “Andres Duarte Elementary School Diagram of Building Areas.” Provided by DUSD.  

2024a “History.” 
https://www.duarteusd.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=3818536&type=d&pREC_I
D=2470119, Accessed November 2024. 

2024b Diagram of Building Areas – Mt. Olive Continuation School. Provided by DUSD. 

Dumke, Glenn S. 

1994 “The Boom of the 1880s in Southern California.” Southern California Quarterly 76(1): 
99–114. 

Erlandson, Jon M. 

1991 “Early Maritime Adaptations on the Northern Channel Islands in Hunter-Gatherers of 
Early Holocene Coastal California.” Volume 1: Perspectives in California Archaeology. J. 
M. Erlandson and R. Colten, eds. Pp. 101–111. Los Angeles, California: Costen Institute 
of Archaeology Press. 

1994 Early Hunter-Gatherers of the California Coast. New York, New York: Plenum Press.  

Erlandson, Jon M., Theodore Cooley, and Richard Carrico 

1987 “A Fluted Projectile Point Fragment from the Southern California Coast: Chronology and 
Context at CA-SBA-1951.” Journal of California and Great Basin Anthropology 9: 120–
128. 

Glassow, Michael A., Lynn H. Gamble, Jennifer E. Perry, and Glenn S. Russell  

2007 Prehistory of the Northern California Bight and the Adjacent Transverse Ranges in 
California Prehistory: Colonization, Culture, and Complexity. Terry L. Jones and Kathryn 
A. Klar, eds. Pp. 191–213. Lanham, Maryland: AltaMira Press. 

Google 

2024 “Google Earth.” Desktop application for APE elevation. https://www.google.com/earth/. 
Accessed September 2024. 

Gumprecht, Blake 

1999 The Los Angeles River: Its Life, Death, and Possible Rebirth. Baltimore, MD: Johns 
Hopkins University Press. 

Harrington, John P. 

1942 “Cultural Element Distributions: XIX Central California Coast.” University of California 
Anthropological Records 7(1): 1–46.  

Huckell, Bruce B. 



References 

 

Cultural Resources Technical Report 37 

1996 “The Archaic Prehistory of the North American Southwest.” Journal of World Prehistory 
10(3): 305-373.  

Johnson, J. R., T. W. Stafford, Jr., H. O. Ajie, and D. P. Morris 

2002 Arlington Springs Revisited. In Proceedings of the Fifth California Islands Symposium, 
edited by D. Browne, K. Mitchell, and H. Chaney, pp. 541–545. USDI Minerals 
Management Service and The Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History, Santa Barbara, 
California. 

Jones, Terry L. and Jennifer A. Ferneau 

2002 Deintensification along the Central California Coast in Catalysts to Complexity, Late 
Holocene Societies of the California Coast. Volume 6: Perspectives in California 
Archaeology. Jon M. Erlandson and Terry L. Jones, eds. Pp. 205-232. Los Angeles, 
California: Costen Institute of Archaeology, University of California, Los Angeles. 

Jones, Terry L. and Kathryn A. Klar 

2005 Diffusionism Reconsidered: Linguistic and Archaeological Evidence for Prehistoric 
Polynesian Contact with Southern California. American Antiquity. 70(3): 457–484. 

2007 California Prehistory: Colonization, Culture, and Complexity. Berkeley, California: 
AltaMira Press. 

Jones, Terry L., Nathan E. Stevens, Deborah A. Jones, Richard T. Fitzgerald, and Mark G. Hylkema 

2007 The Central Coast: A Midlatitude Milieu in California Prehistory: Colonization, Culture, 
and Complexity. Terry L. Jones and Kathryn A. Klar, eds. Pp. 125–146. Lanham, 
Maryland: AltaMira Press. 

Justice, Noel D. 

2002 Stone Age Spear and Arrow Points of California and the Great Basin. Bloomington, 
Indiana: Indiana University Press. 

King, Chester D. 

1990 Evolution of Chumash Society: A Comparative Study of Artifacts Used in Social System 
Maintenance in the Santa Barbara Channel Region Before A.D. 1804 in The Evolution of 
North American Indians. David Hurst Thomas, ed. New York, New York: Garland 
Publishing. 

1994 Native American Placenames in the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area, 
Agoura Hills. Topanga Anthropological Consultants, California. 

2011 “Overview of the History of American Indians in the Santa Monica Mountains.” Topanga 
Anthropological Consultants. Prepared for the National Park Service Pacific West 
Region. Topanga, California. 

Kirkman, George W.  

1938 The Kirkman-Harriman Pictorial and Historical Map of Los Angeles County, A.D. 1860. 
https://scvhistory.com/scvhistory/la3701.htm (accessed May 2024). 

Kroeber, Alfred J.  

1925 Handbook of the Indians of California. Bureau of American Ethnology, Bulletin 78. 



City of Duarte 

Andres Duarte School Site Project 
 

 

38 

Originally published 1925, Smithsonian Printing Office, Washington, D.C. Unabridged 
reprint 1976, Dover Publications, Inc. New York. 

Kyle, Douglas E. 

2002 Historic Spots in California. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press. 

LGC Geotechnical, Inc. 

2024 Preliminary Geotechnical Evaluation and Recommendations, Proposed Residential 
Development and Sports Park, 1433 Crestfield Drive, Duarte, California. Prepared for 
Crestfield Townhomes, LLC. 

Library of Congress 

n.d. a Spanish California. https://www.loc.gov/collections/california-first-person-
narratives/articles-and-essays/early-california-history/spanish-california/. Accessed 
March 2024. 

n.d. b Mexican California. https://www.loc.gov/collections/california-first-person-
narratives/articles-and-essays/early-california-history/spanish-california/. Accessed 
March 2024. 

Livingston, M.M. 

1914 “The Earliest Spanish Land Grants in California.” Annual Publication of the Historical 
Society of Southern California 9(3): 195–199. 

Los Angeles Times 

1952a “Bids Received for Extensive Duarte School”. January 13, 1952. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/381321324/?match=1&terms=%22andres%20du
arte%20elementary%20school%22, Accessed November 2024.   

1952b “Old Building to House Duarte School Offices”. December 21, 1952. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/385779976/?match=1&terms=%22andres%20du
arte%20school%22, Accessed November 2024.   

1952c “Duarte Schools Appoint Five New Officials”. April 6, 1952. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/381340145/?match=1&terms=%22andres%20du
arte%20school%22, Accessed November 2024.   

1954 “Duarte School Architecture Wins Acclaim”. November 28, 1954. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/385657904/?match=1&terms=%22andres%20du
arte%20school%22, Accessed November 2024.  

1957 “Plans for 1st Phase of Program Approved”. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/380884947/?match=1&terms=%22allison%20and
%20rible%22, Accessed November 2024. 

1959 “Education Building Planned for Church”. August 23, 1959. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/381218037/?match=1&terms=%22allison%20and
%20rible%22, Accessed November 2024. 



References 

 

Cultural Resources Technical Report 39 

1963 “PCC Plans Five-Year Program”. February 17, 1963. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/382064988/?match=1&terms=%22allison%20and
%20rible%22, Accessed November 2024. 

1969 “Classroom Lease”. May 10, 1969. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/161297508/?match=1&terms=%22mt.%20olive%
20high%20school%22%20, Accessed November 2024.  

1972 “Fire Damaged Classrooms to be Replaced”. January 31, 1972. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/385510674/?match=1&terms=%22mt.%20olive%
20continuation%20high%20school%22%20, Accessed November 2024.   

Margiloff, Irwin, Neil Earle, and the Duarte Historical Society 

2009 Images of America: Duarte. San Francisco: Arcadia Publishing. 
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Duarte/JGjEmbruZCgC?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=city
+of+duarte+history&printsec=frontcover (Accessed October 2024).  

Mason, Roger D. and Wayne H. Bonner 

2000 Cultural Resources Survey Report for an AT&T Wireless Services Telecommunications 
Facility: Cell Site C949, Irwindale, Los Angeles County. Prepared by Chambers Group, 
Inc. for Terra Firma Services. Available as Study LA-06691 at SCCIC. 

McLaren, Duncan, Daryl Fedje, Quentin Mackie, Loren Davis, Jon Erlandson, Alisha Gauvreau, and 
Colton Vogelaar 

2019 Late Pleistocene Archaeological Discovery Models on the Pacific Coast of North America. 
PaleoAmerica 6(1): 43–63. 

McCawley, William 

1996 The First Angelinos: The Gabrielino Indians of Los Angeles. Malki Museum/Ballena Press 
Cooperative Publication, Banning or Novato, California.  

Mithun, Marianne 

2001 The Languages of Native North America. Reprinted. Cambridge University Press, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. Originally published 1999, Cambridge University Press, 
Cambridge. 

Moratto, Michael J.  

1984 California Archaeology. Academic Press, New York. 

National Park Service (NPS) 

1997 National Register Bulletin-How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation. 
Accessed online at https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/upload/NRB-
15_web508.pdf (accessed December 2024). 

2020a Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for Professional Qualifications in 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation. Department of the Interior. Accessed online at 
https://www.nps.gov/articles/sec-standards-prof-quals.htm (accessed December 2024). 

2020b “Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for Archaeology and Historic 



City of Duarte 

Andres Duarte School Site Project 
 

 

40 

Preservation - Identification Guidelines.” Department of the Interior. 
https://www.nps.gov/articles/sec-stds-identification-guidelines.htm (accessed 
December 2024). 

Nationwide Environmental Title Research (NETR) Online 

2024 Aerial photographs and topographic maps of the Project site and surroundings. 
https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer. Accessed November 2024.   

O’Neil, Stephen 

2002 “The Acjachemen in the Franciscan Mission System: Demographic Collapse and Social 
Change.” Master’s thesis, Department of Anthropology, California State University, 
Fullerton. 

Pacific Coast Architecture Database (PCAD) 

2024 “Allison and Rible, Architects (Partnership).” https://pcad.lib.washington.edu/firm/158/, 
Accessed November 2024.  

Pasadena Independent  

1968 “Mt. Olive High School in Duarte Plans Opens House.” April 19, 1968. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/64978857/?match=1&terms=%22mt%20olive%20
high%20school%22%20. Accessed November 2024.  

Pasadena Star-News 

2017 “Why Duarte Unified is considering School Closures.” August 28, 2017. 
https://www.pasadenastarnews.com/2016/04/27/why-duarte-unified-is-considering-
school-closures/. Accessed November 2024.   

The San Bernardino County Sun  

1954 “Allison & Rible Appointed UCR Supervising Architects.” May 13, 1954. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/49234861/?terms=%22allison%20and%20rible%2
2. Accessed November 2024.   

Sapphos Environmental, Inc.  

2014 Los Angeles Unified School District Historic Context Statement, 1870 To 1969. 
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/5a14c032-614e-4cd2-b58a-
9507df31fbd1/Los%20Angeles%20Unified%20School%20District%20Historic%20Context
%2C%201870-1969.pdf. Accessed October 2023. 

Smith, Philomene and Adam Sriro 

2000 Pavement Rehabilitation Along Route 605 Within the Cities of Long Beach, Lakewood, 
Cerritos, Downey, Pico Rivera, Santa Fe Springs, Whittier, City of Industry, Baldwin Park 
and Irwindale. Prepared by Caltrans. Available as Study LA-04880 at the SCCIC.  

Treganza, Adan E. and Agnes Bierman  

1958  The Topanga Culture: Final Report on Excavations, 1948. University of California 
Anthropological Records 20(2): 45–86. 



References 

 

Cultural Resources Technical Report 41 

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

2019 Urban Soils Fact Sheet. https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/Urban-
Soils-Fact-Sheet.pdf (accessed September 2024). 

2024a Natural Resources Conservation Service Web Soil Survey. 
https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm (accessed September 
2024). 

2024b Natural Resources Conservation Service Official Soil Series Descriptions. 
https://soilseries.sc.egov.usda.gov/OSD_Docs/P/PALMVIEW.html (accessed September 
2024). 

2024c Natural Resources Conservation Service Official Soil Series Descriptions. 
https://soilseries.sc.egov.usda.gov/OSD_Docs/S/SOBOBA.html (accessed September 
2024). 

2024d Natural Resources Conservation Service Official Soil Series Descriptions. 
https://soilseries.sc.egov.usda.gov/OSD_Docs/T/TUJUNGA.html (accessed September 
2024). 

United States Geological Survey (USGS)  

2024 Historical Topographic Map Explorer. Historical Maps of the Project Site. Electronic 
resource. https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/topoview/viewer/#15/34.1379/-117.9543. Accessed 
November 2024. 

University of California Santa Barbara (UCSB), Library Geospatial Collection, FrameFinder 

1934 Flight C-3064 [air photo] 1:9,600. June 18, 1934. Electronic resource accessed November 
2024. https://mil.library.ucsb.edu/ap_indexes/c3064/supplemental/c-
3064_FramesHeld.jpg. 

1968 Historic Aerial. Taken by Teledyne Geotronics. Flight TG_2400, Frame 1-136. 
https://mil.library.ucsb.edu/ap_indexes/FrameFinder/. Accessed November 2024.  

Villa, Sam 

2017 “Tongva People: Introduction.” Tongvapeople.org. Electronic document. Accessed 
October 22, 2021.  

Wallace, William J.  

1955 “A Suggested Chronology for Southern California Coastal Archaeology.” Southwestern 
Journal of Anthropology 11(3): 214–230. 

1978 “Post-Pleistocene Archaeology, 9000 to 2000 B.C.” In California. Volume 8: Handbook of 
North American Indians. Robert F. Heizer, ed. and William C. Sturtevant, general ed. Pp. 
25-36. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Scholarly Press. 

Warren, Claude N. 

1968 “Cultural Tradition and Ecological Adaptation on the Southern California Coast.” In 
Archaic Prehistory in the Western United States. C. Irwin-Williams, ed. Eastern New 
Mexico University Contributions in Anthropology 1(3): 1–14.  

Waugh, John C. 



City of Duarte 

Andres Duarte School Site Project 
 

 

42 

2003 On the Brink of Civil War: The Compromise of 1850 and How it Changed the Course of 
American History. Wilmington, DE: Scholarly Resources Inc. 

Zappia, Natalie A. 

2012 “Indigenous Borderlands: Livestock, Captivity, and Power in the Far West.” Pacific 
Historical Review 81(2): 193–220. 

 



Appendix A 
California Historical Resources Information System Records Search Results 



 



r CHRIS Information Center Records Search Data Sheet 

Project Name: 

Project Number: 

Information Center: 

Search Radius: Half Mile: Y One Mile: ____ Other: 

USGS Quadrangle: ztiu~n 
Public Land Survey System (PLSS): Township: ----Range: Section: 

County: 

Previously Recorded Si tes: 

Previous Studies: 

National Register of Historic Places: Copies: y N 

California Register of Historical Resources: Copies: y N 

California Points of Historical Interest: Copies: y N 

California Historical Landmarks List: Copies: y N 

Archaeological Determinations of Eligibility: Copies: y N 

California Historical Resources Inventory: Copies: y N 

Historic Maps: 

Notes: 

,1v I " , 



Report List

Report No. Year Title AffiliationAuthor(s) ResourcesOther IDs

24-16174 Andres Duarte

LA-00186 1988 A Cultural Resources Assessment for the 
Raiders Stadium Project, Irwindale, California.

Archaeological Advisory 
Group

Brock, James and John 
F. Elliott

19-001368, 19-189104, 19-190992

LA-00261 1975 Evaluation of the Archaeological Resources 
and Potential Impact of the Proposed 
Removal and Recreation Developments at 
the Santa Fe Dam and Basin, Los Angeles 
Count

UCLA Archaeological 
Survey

Rosen, Martin D.

LA-04880 2000 Pavement Rehabilitation Along Route 605 
Within the Cities of Long Beach, Lakewood, 
Cerritos, Downey, Pico Rivera, Santa Fe 
Springs, Whittier, City of Industry, Baldwin 
Park and Irwindale.

CaltransSmith, Philomene and 
Sriro, Adam

LA-06110 2002 Cultural Resource Assessment Cingular 
Wireless Facility No Vy 268-01 Los Angeles 
County, California 

LSA Associates, Inc.Duke, Curt

LA-06691 2000 Cultural Resources Survey Report for an At&t 
Wireless Services Telecommunications 
Facility: Cell Site C949 in the City of Irvindale, 
Los Angeles County, California

Chambers Group, Inc.Bonner, Wayne H.

LA-08416 2006 Dwo 9597-9498, Mesa-Vincent Skywrap Fiber 
Optic Cable Repair Project, Los Angeles 
County, California

Compass Rose 
Archaeological, Inc.

Schmidt, June A. 19-001128, 19-002131, 19-003606, 
19-186925, 19-187713

LA-08679 2006 Cultural Resources Records Search Results 
and Site Visit for T-mobile Usa Candidate 
Ie24753a (n. of Fotthill and Irwindale), 751 
Encanto Parkway, Duarte, Los Angeles 
County, California

Michael Brandman 
Associates

Bonner, Wayne H. and 
Sarah A. Williams

19-001368
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Report No. Year Title AffiliationAuthor(s) ResourcesOther IDs

24-16174 Andres Duarte

LA-10175 2009 Confidential Cultural Resources Specialist 
Report for the Tehachapi Transmission 
Project

Applied Earthworks, Aspen 
Environmental Group

Unknown 19-000806, 19-001128, 19-001299, 
19-001300, 19-001315, 19-001357, 
19-001382, 19-001636, 19-001770, 
19-001771, 19-001783, 19-001956, 
19-001957, 19-002206, 19-002212, 
19-002343, 19-002350, 19-002363, 
19-002411, 19-002412, 19-003009, 
19-003018, 19-003025, 19-003031, 
19-003032, 19-003037, 19-003090, 
19-003099, 19-003136, 19-003152, 
19-003295, 19-003385, 19-003477, 
19-003606, 19-003638, 19-003795, 
19-003852, 19-003853, 19-003854, 
19-100277, 19-100439, 19-100496, 
19-100644, 19-120031, 19-120032, 
19-120072, 19-120074, 19-180689, 
19-186545, 19-186860, 19-186870, 
19-186871, 19-186872, 19-186873, 
19-186875, 19-186876, 19-186877, 
19-186917, 19-186921, 19-186923, 
19-186925, 19-187713

LA-10501 1994 Cultural Resource Survey of Three Segments 
of the Proposed San Gabriel Valley Water 
Reclamation Project, Los Angeles County, 
California

Greenwood and AssociatesToren, George A. 19-002207

LA-10643 2010 Historical/Archaeological Resources Survey 
Report - Gold Line Foothill Extension Phase 
2A in the Cities of Monrovia, Duarte, and 
Irwindale, Los Angeles County, California

CRM TechTang, Bai "Tom", Terri 
Jacquemain, and 
Clarence Bodmer

19-188782, 19-188783, 19-188784, 
19-188785, 19-188786, 19-188787, 
19-188788, 19-188789, 19-188790
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Report No. Year Title AffiliationAuthor(s) ResourcesOther IDs

24-16174 Andres Duarte

LA-10896 2004 Historic Properties Survey and Effects Report 
for the Gold Line Phase II Project (Pasadena 
to Montclair) Los Angeles and San 
Bernardino Counties, CA

Myra L. Franck/Jones & 
Stokes, Applied EarthWorks

Greenwood, David 19-000075, 19-179337, 19-179357, 
19-180728, 19-183943, 19-185548, 
19-185894, 19-186059, 19-187944, 
19-189103, 19-189104, 19-189105, 
19-189106, 19-189107, 19-189108, 
19-189109, 19-189110, 19-189111, 
19-189112, 19-189113, 19-189114, 
19-189115, 19-189116, 19-189117, 
19-189118, 19-189119, 19-189120, 
19-189121, 19-189122, 19-189123, 
19-189124, 19-189125, 19-189126, 
19-189127, 19-189128, 19-189129, 
19-189130, 19-189131, 19-189132, 
19-189133, 19-189134, 19-189135, 
19-189136, 19-189137, 19-189138, 
19-189139, 19-189140, 19-189141, 
19-189142, 19-189143, 19-189144, 
19-189145, 19-189146, 19-189147, 
19-189148, 19-189149, 19-189150, 
19-189151, 19-189152, 19-189153, 
19-189154, 19-189155, 19-189156, 
19-189157, 19-189158, 19-189159, 
19-189160, 19-189161, 19-189162, 
19-189163, 19-189164, 19-189165, 
19-189166, 19-189167, 19-189168, 
19-189169, 19-189170, 19-189171, 
19-189172, 19-189173, 19-189174, 
19-189175, 19-189176, 19-189177, 
19-189178, 19-189179, 19-189180, 
19-189181, 19-189182, 19-189183, 
19-189184, 19-189185, 19-189186, 
19-189187, 19-189188, 19-189189, 
19-189190, 19-189191, 19-189192, 
19-189193, 19-189194, 19-189195, 
19-189196, 19-189197, 19-189198, 
19-189199, 19-189200, 19-189201, 
19-189202, 19-189203, 19-189204, 
19-189205, 19-189206, 19-189207, 
19-189208, 19-189209, 19-189210, 
19-189211

LA-11991 2010 Supplemental Archaeological Survey Report 
#2, Tehachapi Renewable Transmission 
Project Segment 7, Los Angeles County, 
California

Pacific LegacySchneider, Tsim and 
Holson, John

19-003813, 19-186917
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24-16174 Andres Duarte

LA-12525 2003 NHPA Section 106 Review; Metro Gold Line 
Phase II Extension Project

Federal Highway 
Adminstration, Federal 
Transit Administration

Poka, Ervin
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Resource List

Other IDs ReportsType Age Attribute codes Recorded by

P-19-189104 Resource Name - AT & SF RR 
bridge over San Gabriel River in 
Irwindale; 
Other - San Gabriel River Bridge; 
Resource Name - Santa Fe Bridge

LA-00186, LA-10896Structure Historic HP19 1988 (John F. Elliott, AAG); 
2004 (Jessica B. Feldman, Myra 
Frank & Assoc. / Jones & Stokes)

P-19-190992 Resource Name - Foothill Blvd 
Bridge

LA-00186Structure Historic HP19 1988 (John E. Elliott, AAG)

P-19-192581 Resource Name - Big Creek No. 
4; 
Resource Name - Antelope-Mesa 
220 kV Transmission Line; 
Other - Magunden-Mesa 220kV 
TL; 
Other - Antelope-Vincent No. 1

LA-11873Structure Historic HP11 2010 (Wendy L. Tinsley, Urbana 
Preservation & Planning); 
2010 (Wendy L. Tinsley, Urbana 
Preservation & Planning); 
2014 (Daniel Leonard, BCR 
Consulting); 
2017 (Audry Williams, SCE); 
2018 (Audrey von Ahrens, GPA); 
2019 (Audry Williams, SCE)

Page 1 of 1 SCCIC 10/3/2024 11:28:18 AM
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA    Gavin Newsom, Governor

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION

Page 1 of 1

October 31, 2024

Ashley Losco
Rincon Consultants

Via Email to: alosco@rinconconsultants.com

Re: 24-16174 Andres Duarte School Project, Los Angeles County 

To Whom It May Concern:

A record search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) 
was completed for the information submitted for the above referenced project. The results 
were positive. Please contact the Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation on the 
attached list for information. Please note that tribes do not always record their sacred sites in 
the SLF, nor are they required to do so. A SLF search is not a substitute for consultation with tribes 
that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with a project’s geographic area. Other sources of 

cultural resources should also be contacted for information regarding known and recorded 
sites, such as the appropriate regional California Historical Research Information System (CHRIS) 
archaeological Information Center for the presence of recorded archaeological sites.  

Attached is a list of Native American tribes who may also have knowledge of cultural resources 
in the project area. This list should provide a starting place in locating areas of potential 
adverse impact within the proposed project area. Please contact all of those listed; if they
cannot supply information, they may recommend others with specific knowledge. By 
contacting all those listed, your organization will be better able to respond to claims of failure to 
consult with the appropriate tribe. If a response has not been received within two weeks of 
notification, the Commission requests that you follow-up with a telephone call or email to 
ensure that the project information has been received.  

If you receive notification of change of addresses and phone numbers from tribes, please notify 
the NAHC. With your assistance, we can assure that our lists contain current information. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at my email 
address: Andrew.Green@nahc.ca.gov.

Sincerely, 

Andrew Green
Cultural Resources Analyst

Attachment

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

October 31,

Ashley Losco
Rincon Consultants

CHAIRPERSON
Reginald Pagaling
Chumash

VICE-CHAIRPERSON
Buffy McQuillen
Yokayo Pomo, Yuki, 
Nomlaki

SECRETARY
Sara Dutschke
Miwok

PARLIAMENTARIAN
Wayne Nelson
Luiseño

COMMISSIONER
Isaac Bojorquez
Ohlone-Costanoan

COMMISSIONER
Stanley Rodriguez
Kumeyaay

COMMISSIONER
Laurena Bolden
Serrano

COMMISSIONER
Reid Milanovich
Cahuilla

COMMISSIONER
Bennae Calac
Pauma-Yuima Band of 
Luiseño Indians

ACTING EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY
Steven Quinn

NAHC HEADQUARTERS
1550 Harbor Boulevard 
Suite 100
West Sacramento, 
California 95691
(916) 373-3710
nahc@nahc.ca.gov
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California Department of Parks and Recreation 523 Series Forms 

 

 



 



 

DPR 523A  *Required information 

Page  1  of  14                                                 *Resource Name or #: 1433 Crestfield Drive  
P1. Other Identifier: Andres Duarte Elementary School; Andres Duarte Arts Academy; State Preschool                                                                         
*P2. Location:  ☒  Unrestricted   
 *a. County  Los Angeles   and  

 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad  Azusa, Calif.  Date 1995   T 01N; R10W; S29 

c.  Address 1433 Crestfield Drive   City Duarte   Zip 91010  

d.  UTM: Zone 11S, 412168.09 mE/ 3777682.79 mN 

e. Other Locational Data: Los Angeles County Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 8604-017-903     
 

*P3a. Description: 1433 Crestfield Drive (subject property) is located at the northwest corner of Crestfield Drive and Central Avenue in Duarte, 
California. The former elementary school and arts academy is currently partially occupied by the State Preschool. It is sited on a large rectangular 
parcel (APN 8604-017-903) shared with the Otis Gordon Sports Park (a contemporary park) and Mt. Olive High School, which dates to the historic 
period and was recorded on a separate DPR form.  
 
The property includes 21 individual one-story buildings and two shade structures arranged in an L-shape along Central Avenue and Crestfield Drive, 
as well as a paved play area and sand pit at the rear of the property and a paved parking lot along Central Avenue. Ten of the buildings date to 1952 
and form the original L-shaped layout. The buildings include: five classroom buildings (Classrooms A-C and I-J) dispersed along Central Avenue and 
Crestfield Drive, a multipurpose room building at the center, a kindergarten building, and three restroom buildings. Between 1955 and 2000, ten 
additional classroom buildings and a locker room were added, and the Office building was constructed between 2005 and 2009. Continued on 
Continuation Sheet.       
 
*P3b. Resource Attributes:  HP15. Education Building   
*P4.  Resources Present: ☒ Building   
 

P5b. Description of Photo: 

Photo 1: 1433 Crestfield Drive, View 
Northeast  

 
P6. Date Constructed/Age and 

Source:☒ Historic  

1952 (Los Angeles Times 1952a) 
 
*P7. Owner and Address:  
Duarte Unified School District 
(DUSD) 
 
*P8. Recorded by:  
Pedro Gonzalez and Ashley Losco 
Rincon Consultants, Inc.  
250 East 1st Street, Suite 1400 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
 
*P9. Date Recorded: 10/17/2024 
 

*P10. Survey Type: Intensive 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

*P11. Report Citation: R. Perzel, L. Kry, A. Losco, A. Ogaz, and M. Nayyar. 2024. Andres Duarte School Site Project Cultural Resources 
Technical Report. Rincon Consultants Project No. 24-16174. Report on file at the South Central Coastal Information Center, California 
State University, Fullerton, California.     

 
*Attachments: ☒Location Map ☒Continuation Sheet  ☒Building, Structure, and Object Record 

State of California - The Resources Agency    Primary #     
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #     

PRIMARY RECORD     Trinomial     
        NRHP Status Code      
     Other Listings                                                       
     Review Code           Reviewer                  Date             

P5a. Photograph or Drawing   

 



Page  2  of  14   *NRHP Status Code 6Z   
 *Resource Name or # 1433 Crestfield Drive   

 

DPR 523B *Required information 

State of California - The Resources Agency    Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI#   

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD  

(This space reserved for official comments.)  

  

B1. Historic Name: Andres Duarte School; Andres Duarte Elementary School    
B2. Common Name: Andres Duarte Arts Academy; State Preschool     
B3. Original Use: Educational Buildings   
B4. Present Use: Educational Buildings   
*B5. Architectural Style: Mid-Century Modern    
*B6. Construction History:    

1951 to 1952 – School constructed with 10 buildings (Los Angeles Times 1952a) 
1955 – Construction of classroom building (Classroom L) (DUSD 2015) 
1967 – Construction of classroom building (Classroom M) (DUSD 2015) 
1969 – Construction of classroom building (Classroom N) (DUSD 2015) 
1971 – Construction of three buildings: two classrooms and a locker room (Classrooms P and Q) (DUSD 2015) 
1986 – Construction of two classroom buildings (Classrooms R and S) (DUSD 2015) 
Circa 1992 – Sand pit and playground added to rear area and playground constructed at southwest corner (NETR Online 2024) 
1999 - Construction of classroom building (Classroom T) (DUSD 2015) 
2000 - Construction of classroom building (Classroom U) (DUSD 2015) 
Between 2005 and 2009 – Office Building constructed (NETR Online 2024) 
Unidentified time: removal of original playgrounds and replacement with contemporary equipment  

 
*B7. Moved?   ☒No    
 

*B8. Related Features: N/A   
 
B9a. Architect:  Allison & Rible Architects                               b. Builder: William C. Crowell Company                        
*B10. Significance:  Theme  Post-World War II School Development            Area: Duarte            
 Period of Significance N/A                 Property Type Educational Property        Applicable Criteria N/A             
Historic Context 
Local Context – Duarte 
In 1841, the governor of Alta California granted 7,000 acres of land in the upper San Gabriel Valley to Andres Duarte which he named Rancho Azusa 
de Duarte (Duarte, City of 2024). Throughout his ownership, Duarte sold off sections of the Rancho to pay off his debts. One portion was sold to Dr. 
Nehemiah Beardslee who established the town of Duarte, constructed its first school, and installed its first water lines. The first school was constructed 
in 1874 at the corner of Buena Vista Drive and Central Avenue and was later replaced in 1906 by a Spanish Revival Building which is still extant. By 
1872, the remaining land within the Rancho had been divided into 40-acre plots and sold off (Margiloff et al. 2009).  
 
Pioneer settlers of Duarte moved to the area for their health, pleasant climate, and the area’s fertile soil (Duarte, City of 2024). That agricultural 
community thrived due to the establishment of water companies and railroad lines. Water systems including the Beardslee Water Ditch Company 
(1881) and Duarte Mutal Water Company (1884) were constructed in the late 1800s to irrigate agricultural properties in Durate (Margiloff et al. 2009). 
In the late 1800s into the early 1900s, the Atchinson, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad was constructed south of Duarte and the Southern Pacific Railroad 
was constructed north of the town and contributed to the town’s success as an 

agricultural community as the lines connected the agricultural products of Duarte 
to markets throughout California (Margiloff et al. 2009). This led to the formation 
of packing houses including the Duarte-Monrovia Fruit Exchange adjacent to the 
rail lines. Continued on Continuation Sheet.  
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: N/A  
*B12. References: See continuation sheet.    
B13. Remarks: N/A 
*B14. Evaluator: Ashley Losco, Rincon Consultants, Inc. 
*Date of Evaluation: November 8, 2024 
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*P3a. Description (Continued from Page 1):  
 
Classroom Buildings (Classrooms A, B, C, G, I, J [1951-1952] and Classroom L [1955])  
The buildings noted above, which date from 1951-1955, share a consistent design and are described collectively below. Classrooms A, B 
and C are sited along Central Avenue while Classrooms I, J and L are sited along Crestfield Drive, and Classroom G, the Kindergarten 
Building, is centrally located at the corner of Crestfield Drive and Central Avenue. The buildings are of a consistent size, although Classroom 
L, added in 1955, features a slightly larger footprint. The classroom buildings are rectangular in plan, sit on concrete foundations, and are 
capped with shed roofs with slight eave overhangs on the long elevations; they are sheathed in rough stucco. The primary elevations feature 
three classroom doors flanked by banks of fixed pane windows. The entrances are sheltered under covered walkways that connect them. 
Rear elevations feature banks of fixed windows. (See Photos 2-5)    
 

 
Photo 2: Representative Photograph – Primary Elevation of 
Classroom A, View Northwest.  
 

 
Photo 3: Representative Photograph – Rear Elevation of 
Classroom C, View Southeast. 

 
Photo 4: Representative Photograph – Primary and East 
Elevations of Classroom J, View West.  

 
Photo 5: Representative Photograph – Rear Elevation of 
Classroom I, View Southwest.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Page  5 of 14                                                   *Resource Name or # 1433 Crestfield Drive 
*Recorded by: Ashley Losco, Rincon Consultants, Inc.    *Date:  11/8/2024    ☒  Continuation   

 

DPR 523L 

State of California - The Resources Agency   Primary#   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #     

CONTINUATION SHEET   Trinomial     

Restroom Buildings - 1952 
Throughout the property there are three restroom buildings which date from 1951-1952. Two of the restroom buildings sit north of 
Classrooms A-C while the third restroom building sits west of Classrooms I and J. The buildings are rectangular in plan. They sit on concrete 
foundations and are capped with flat roofs. Their exteriors are sheathed in rough stucco, and their primary elevations feature two entrances 
separated with a porcelain water fountain with decorative tile. Rear elevations feature two vertical sash windows. (See Photos 6 and 7)  
 

 
Photo 6: Representative Photograph – Primary Elevation of 
Restroom Buildings, View North.  
 

 
Photo 7: Representative Photograph – Rear Elevation of 
Restroom Buildings, View East.  

Multi-purpose Room - 1952 
At the center of the school’s overall L-shaped plan, at the corner of Central Avenue and Crestfield Drive is the multi-purpose room 
constructed between 1951 and 1952 (Photo 8). Sited east-west, the multi-purpose room is one-story, on a concrete foundation, and is capped 
with a side-gabled roof. The primary (north) elevation has four entrances, one entrance with double metal doors and two entrances with one 
flush metal door, and three windows sitting under the covered main walkway. The west elevation is covered by a large Heating, Ventilation, 
and Air Conditioning System, while the east elevation has a double door entrance with metal doors, and the south elevation has two 
entrances, one with a single metal door and the second with double metal doors.  
 

 
Photo 8: Multi-purpose Room South and West Elevations, View Northeast.  

 
Administration Building – 1952 
The administration building sits at the corner of Central Avenue and Crestfield Drive north of the kindergarten building and south of 
Classrooms I, J, and L (Photo 9). Rectangular in plan, the building sits on a concrete foundation, capped with a side-gabled roof, and 
sheathed in smooth stucco along the exterior. The primary (north) elevation has a single entrance with a glazed metal door flanked by a 
large picture window and a ribbon window. The primary elevation has decorative foliage and a concrete path that leads to the main covered 
walkway. The north elevation has a single entrance with a glazed metal door and a boarded window. The south elevation, connected to a 

-
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covered walkway, has two entrances each with a glazed metal door, ribbon windows, and fixed pane windows.  
 

 
Photo 9: Administration Building North Elevation, View Southwest.  

 
Locker Rooms - 1971 
Constructed in 1971 to the north elevation of one of the restroom buildings at the far west side of the campus, the locker rooms sit on a 
concrete slab foundation with a rectangular ground plan (Photo 10). The building is capped with a flat roof and the exterior is clad in smooth 
stucco. The east elevation has an entrance with a single door covered by a decorative metal screen for privacy and a floor to ceiling window 
divided into three lites. The east elevation also has a mural of a tree and flowers. The west elevation has a single entrance with a metal door 
and no additional features. The north elevation has no fenestration or features.  
 

 
Photo 10: Locker Rooms East Elevation, View West.  
 
Classroom Buildings (Classrooms M-P and Q-U) – 1967-2000 
Throughout the property there are eight portable buildings or manufactured buildings added to the property in 1967, 1971, 1986, 1999, and 
2000. The buildings are elevated off the ground on concrete foundations and rectangular in plan. Each building has a flat roof and a wide 
overhanging eave covering the entrances, and the exteriors are sheathed in vertical board siding. The buildings have one to two classrooms 
each with an entrance with metal, flush door accessible by a concrete or metal ramp, and the fenestration includes aluminum vertical sash 
windows (Photos 11 and 12).  
 



Page  7 of 14                                                   *Resource Name or # 1433 Crestfield Drive 
*Recorded by: Ashley Losco, Rincon Consultants, Inc.    *Date:  11/8/2024    ☒  Continuation   

 

DPR 523L 

State of California - The Resources Agency   Primary#   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #     

CONTINUATION SHEET   Trinomial     

 
Photo 11: Example of Portable Classroom (Classroom N South and 
East Elevations), View Northwest  

 
Photo 12: Example of Portable Classroom (Classroom R South 
Elevation), View North  

 
Offices – Between 2005 and 2009 
Constructed between 2005 and 2009, the offices building sits at the western end of the campus north of the locker rooms and Classroom C 
(Photo 13). Capped with a monitor roof, the rectangular plan building sits on a raised concrete foundation and the exterior is clad in smooth 
stucco. The primary (south) elevation has an entrance off to the west side with a flush metal door accessible by a concrete ramp, and above 
the door are three aluminum frame vertical sash windows. The north elevation has five aluminum framed fixed pane windows and three 
vertical sash aluminum framed windows. The monitor has four aluminum framed vertical sash windows on the north and south elevations. 
The east and west elevations have no fenestration.  
 

 
Photo 13: Offices South and East Elevations, View Northwest  
 
Additional Features 
At the center of the property is a paved play area with two basketball courts, four-square courts, and additional areas for play. At the 
northwest corner is a sand pit with a playground, monkey bars, and swings which were constructed circa 1992. Throughout the property 
there are picnic tables and benches, some covered by roof structures. There are two additional playgrounds: one at the southeast corner 
adjacent to the kindergarten building and one at the southwest corner adjacent to portable classrooms constructed circa 1992; both have 
contemporary equipment (Photos 14 and 15).  
 
West of 1433 Crestfield Drive within the same parcel is the Otis Gordon Sports Park consisting of two baseball fields and a playground. All 
of the features were constructed after 1995 and were not evaluated herein.  
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Photo 14: Playground, View Northwest.  

 
Photo 15: Paved play area and basketball court, View Southeast 

 
*B10. Significance (Continued from Page 3):  
In the early 20th century, several institutions developed in Duarte to serve the growing population, such as in 1906 the school district formed 
as part of the Monrovia-Arcadia-Duarte School District (DUSD 2024). Transportation continued to expand when in 1908 Pacific Electric 
constructed an interurban Red Car line to Duarte connecting the community to Los Angeles and other surrounding towns (Margiloff et al. 
2009). In 1913, the National Jewish Consumption Relief Association started a tuberculosis sanitarium to provide relief for workers in Los 
Angeles (Duarte, City of 2024; Margiloff et al. 2009). Eventually this sanitarium would evolve into the City of Hope Medical Center. In 
1930, a group of Carmelite Sisters established the Santa Teresita Rest Home, known today as Santa Teresita Medical Center (Duarte, City 
of 2024). 
 
As with many communities throughout the county, the proliferation of the automobile led to changes throughout Duarte. Huntington Drive, 
later part of U.S. Route 66 was constructed in 1925, led to the construction of garages, motels, and other businesses along Huntington Drive 
(Margiloff et al. 2009). Though commercial development increased along the major thoroughfares through Duarte in the 1920s and 1930s, 
the community was still largely agricultural focusing on citrus such as limes and oranges. After World War II, though, many agricultural 
properties were replaced with residential developments and the population of Duarte boomed. In order to best serve their growing population, 
the Duarte Unified School District was formed in 1954 and the City of Duarte officially incorporated on August 22, 1957 (DUSD 2024; 
Margiloff et al. 2009). The City constructed new institutions to serve the growing population; these include Andres Duarte Elementary 
School and the Northview School in 1952, Duarte High School circa 1967, and Mt. Olive High School in 1967 (NETR Online 2024). Due 
to the growing population of Duarte and the surrounding Los Angeles County, in the late 1960s, Interstate 210 was constructed through the 
area and directly through the city of Duarte leading to the area’s further suburbanization and densification, a trend which continued 
throughout the 1970s and 1980s (Margiloff et al. 2009; NETR Online 2024). Since that time the city’s population has stayed steady around 

21,000 residents, and the city continues to grow with infill residential and commercial development (US Census Bureau 2024). 
 

Post-World War II School Design – Functional School Plan 
The development of this context was based on the information provided in the Los Angeles Unified School District Historic Context 
Statement, 1870 to 1969, prepared by Sapphos Environmental, Inc, in 2014. The context was drawn from the section “Educating the Baby 
Boom: Postwar Expansion and the Modern, Functional School Plant, 1945 to 1969” (Sapphos Environmental, Inc. 2014).  
 
Throughout the 1940s, 50s and 60s, with the rise in population after World War II, a need arose for more schools to educate the growing 
Baby Boomer generation; older schools also needed to be updated to meet demands associated with the rising number of students. Prior to 
World War II, school design integrated a heavy focus on building exteriors, favoring the construction of one grand building to meet all 
educational needs. However, the schools of the post-World War II era reflected changing ideas about education and focused more heavily 
on function, the education of masses of children via the create optimal interior conditions and controls to increase morale. Architects of 
post-World War II schools adopted the then-popular Mid-Century Modern architectural style as it reflected the contemporary principles of 
education: schools should be economically built with durable materials, accessible to all, and permit joy. To this end, post-World War II 
school designs were characterized as functional school plants which were expansive campuses with separate, program-specific buildings 
and classrooms. The school plant concept originated between the 1910s and 1930s but evolved during the post-war era into the functional 
school plant which typically reflected one of three functional school plant designs: finger-plan, cluster-plan, or open-plan.  
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The subject property is an example of a finger-plan designed school, which first launched in the 1930s and expanded in the 1940s and 50s. 
This plan took form as open schools with multiple buildings or classrooms connected by covered walkways or corridors. The schools were 
typically one-story with axial wings of classrooms usually one room deep to provide cross-lighting and ventilation and easy access to the 
outdoors; the wings were designed to be easily expanded with new classrooms. The connection to the outdoors was further expanded through 
canopied outdoor corridors which lined the classroom window or provided sheltered circulation throughout the campus. By the early 1950s, 
though, the popularity in the finger-plan school declined as it required large swaths of land to accommodate the extended site plan. School 
design moved towards the cluster-plan, popular in the 1950s, which was similar to the finger-plan, but featured buildings clustered closer 
together. Popular in the 1960s, open-school campuses and their buildings were more compact with high ceilings to provide adaptable space, 
flexibility in use, and corridors on the interior. All three plans emphasized the connection with outdoors by creating picnic areas, breezeways, 
or playgrounds. 
  
Allison & Rible – Architects 
The subject property was designed by the Los Angeles based architectural firm, Allison & Rible, Architects, which was formed in 1944 by 
Ulysses Floyd Rible and George Boggs Allison (Los Angeles Times 1952a; Daily News-Post 1953a). Rible received his bachelor’s in 

architecture from the University of Southern California, and Allison received his bachelor’s and master’s in architecture from the University 

of Pennsylvania (American Institute of Architects [AIA] 1956). Prior to their formation of Allison & Rible, both worked at the Los Angeles-
based firm, Allison & Allison. Allison & Allison was formed by brothers, James and David Allison, who were prolific for their revival style 
commercial and religious buildings during the 1920s and 1930s and are recognized as master architects in Los Angeles; however, it should 
be noted that George Allison did not form Allison & Allison nor was he related to James and David Allison who started the firm.  
 
Formed by the partners in 1944, Allison & Rible worked primarily in the Los Angeles area and designed institutional and commercial 
buildings. They are best known for their university and school designs; they designed the master plan for California Polytechnic University, 
San Luis Obispo in 1949, and the following circa 1954: Claremont College for Men (now Claremont McKenna College, extant), Downey 
(North) Junior High School (now Griffiths Middle School, extant), Huntington Beach High School (extant), and the modern expansion of 
the University of California, Riverside (PCAD 2024; Allison & Rible 1949; The San Bernardino County Sun 1954). 

 
The firm expanded in 1965 into Allison, Rible, Robinson & Ziegler when Rodney Robinson and Raymond Ziegler joined as partners (AIA 
1970). During the 1960s, the firm designed several New Formalist works, which they are known for today; including the 1966 California 
Federal Savings & Loan building at 16800 West Devonshire Street in Los Angeles which was recommended eligible for local and state 
listing for its New Formalist design and association with master architects, Allison & Rible ( Los Angeles, City of 2024).  
 
The firm of Allison & Rible, Architects is recognized as master architects in Los Angeles and some of their projects have been recommended 
eligible for local listing in that city. A list of some of their work is included below in Table 1. 

Table 1  Allison & Rible-designed Properties   

Name Address Year Built Eligibility Status Source 

California Polytechnic 
University, San Luis 
Obispo 

1 Grand Ave. 
San Luis Obispo 

1949 N/A  Allison & Rible 1949 

Andres Duarte Elementary 
School 

1433 Crestfield Dr. 
Duarte  

1952 N/A  Los Angeles Times 1952a 

Claremont College for 
Men (now Claremont 
McKenna College) 

888 N Columbia Ave. 
Claremont 

Circa 1954 N/A The San Bernardino County 
Sun 1954 

Downey (North) Junior 
High School (now 
Griffiths Middle School) 

9633 Tweedy Ln. 
Downey 

Circa 1954 N/A The San Bernardino County 
Sun 1954 

Huntington Beach High 
School 

1905 Main St. 
Huntington Beach 

Circa 1954 N/A The San Bernardino County 
Sun 1954 
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Name Address Year Built Eligibility Status Source 

University of California, 
Riverside 

900 University Ave. 
Riverside 

Circa 1954 N/A The San Bernardino County 
Sun 1954 

West Los Angeles 
Regional Branch Library 

11360 West Santa 
Monica Blvd. 
Los Angeles 

1956 Recommended Eligible 
for Local Listing in the 
City of Los Angeles  

City of Los Angeles Historic 
Resources Inventory  

Los Angeles City College 855 North Vermont 
Ave. 
Los Angeles   

1957 N/A  Los Angeles Times 1957 

Beardslee School 1228 Kellwil Way 
Duarte 

1957 N/A Daily News-Post 1957 
 

Christian Education 
Building for First 
Presbyterian Church of 
San Diego 

320 Date St.  
San Diego 

1959 N/A Los Angeles Times 1959 

North Hollywood Federal 
Savings & Loan 

4461 North Lankershim 
Blvd. 
Los Angeles   

1961 Recommended Eligible 
for Local Listing in the 
City of Los Angeles 

City of Los Angeles Historic 
Resources Inventory 

Rand Corporation  Not Extant 1962 N/A Digital Public Library of 
America 1962 

Pasadena City College  1570 E. Colorado Blvd. 
Pasadena 

1963 N/A Los Angeles Times 1963 

California Federal Savings 
& Loan  

16800 West Devonshire 
St. 
Los Angeles 

1966 Recommended Eligible 
for Local Listing in the 
City of Los Angeles 

City of Los Angeles Historic 
Resources Inventory 

Note: This list is not a comprehensive list of properties designed by Allison & Rible.  
 

Property History 
Prior to the 1950s, 1433 Crestfield Drive was undeveloped land east of the town of Duarte and west of the San Gabriel River. Similar to 
other cities throughout California, Duarte experienced a population boom after World War II and required additional schools to educate the 
growing number of children in the area (Los Angeles Times 1952b). Due to this expansion, the community’s first school, the Duarte School 
(1906) at the northeast corner of Buena Vista Avenue and Central Avenue, could no longer accommodate the growing number of children 
in the area. In response, in the early 1950s, the City of Duarte constructed three schools: Northview School (no longer extant), Maxwell 
School (extant) on Euclid Avenue, and the Andres Duarte Elementary School at 1433 Crestfield Drive (Los Angeles Times 1952c).  
 
Andres Duarte Elementary School was constructed between 1951 and 1952 by William C. Crowell Company from design plans by Allison 
& Rible, Architects (Los Angeles Times 1952a; Daily News-Post 1953a). The finger-plan school design included eight individual classroom 
buildings each with an outdoor space connected by covered walkways (Figure 1). The DUCD hosted a dedication ceremony on April 30, 
1953, and the architect Floyd Rible presented the keys to the school to the first principal, Dr. B.F. Davis (Daily News-Post 1953b). The 
ceremony was attended by deputy superintendent of Los Angels County Schools, Dr. Bruce Walters and Charles Gibson of the State 
Department of Education. In 1954, Andres Duarte Elementary School was cited by the California chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects for “outstanding ‘merit in design and execution in architecture and fine arts’” (Los Angeles Times 1954). 
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Figure 1: Plans for Andres Duarte Elementary School – 1952 (Los Angeles Times 1952a) 

 
 
Although the city constructed three new schools between 1952 and 1953, including the subject property, the schools could not alleviate the 
community’s needs due to the continued growth of students in Duarte. In 1953, the city started construction of a fourth school, Royal Oaks, 
started planning for a fifth school, Beardslee School, and in 1955 completed an addition with four classrooms (Classroom L) at the subject 
property (Daily News Post 1953c, 1954, and 1955). The addition, also designed by Allison & Rible, was constructed by Woodlawn 
Construction Company.  
 
Over the next 50 years, the school expanded further to accommodate the growing number of students. Between 1967 and 2009, ten additional 
buildings were added to the campus, eight portable buildings and two permanent buildings, including one to house the State Preschool which 
opened in 1984 (DUSD 2015; NETR Online 2024). Although the school experienced years of expansion and growth in numbers of students, 
by the late 2010s the school district experienced declining enrollment and converted the Andres Duarte Elementary School to the Andres 
Duarte Arts Academy in 2019 (Pasadena Star-News 2017; Google 2024). Though the State Preschool is actively using the subject property, 
the Arts Academy closed in 2022 (California Department of Education 2024).   
 
Adjacent baseball fields and a playground were constructed as part of the school circa 1979 but were replaced by contemporary buildings, 
structures, and turf circa 1995 and converted to the Otis Gordon Sports Park (NETR Online 2024). The Mt. Olive High School on the same 
parcel was constructed in 1967 and is evaluated in a separate DPR form.  

 
Evaluation 
1433 Crestfield Drive is recommended ineligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and the California Register 
of Historical Resources (CRHR) under all criteria (A/1, B/2, C/3, D/4). The evaluation relied on the framework established by the Los 
Angeles Unified School District Historic Context Statement (LAUSD HCS; Sapphos Environmental, Inc. 2014). Though not within Los 
Angeles, the LAUSD HCS discusses national and state-wide trends in education which are applicable to the subject property. According to 
the LAUSD HCS, the school was designed under the post-World War II context, “Educating the Baby Boom: The Postwar Modern, 

Functionalist School Plant, 1945-1969” and is an example of a subtype of the functionalist school plan, the finger-plan school, which was 
popular in California and the United States in the 1940s and very early 1950s (Sapphos Environmental Inc. 2014).  
 
The subject property was developed in 1951-1952 in response to the post-World War II population boom occurring in the Los Angeles 
region, including Duarte, at the time. However, it does not appear significant within the context of the area’s post-World War II institutional 
development because research failed to identify this school as an important driver of the area’s population boom or of the area’s school 

development. After review of the school’s association with the historic context, it did not contribute in a significant way to post-World War 
II school development in Durate as it was not the first or only school constructed post-war nor was it utilized as an example for the 
development of other schools in the area. 1433 Crestfield Drive was one of three post-war functionalist schools, including the Maxwell 
School (extant) on Euclid Avenue and Northview School (no longer extant) constructed in Duarte in 1952 in response to post-war 
development. These schools were quickly followed by two additional functionalist schools, Royal Oaks School (extant; now Royal Oaks 
STEAM Academy) in 1953 and Beardslee School (extant; now Beardslee Dual Language Academy) in 1957. Along with lacking historical 
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significance, the property has several additions which affect the open school layout which is the most important character-defining feature 
of finger-plan and other functionalist schools. Therefore, the subject property is recommended ineligible for listing in the NRHP and CRHR 
under Criteria A/1.  

 
The research conducted in support of this evaluation, including research through newspapers, secondary sources on the history of the city 
of Duarte, and biographical sources such as Ancestry.com, did not identify significant individuals associated with the subject property. It is 
therefore recommended ineligible for listing in the NRHP and CRHR under Criteria B/2.  
 
1433 Crestfield Drive was constructed between 1951 and 1952 following the post-World War II finger-plan school design. While the 
property integrates some of the character-defining features of a finger plan school, for example a unified, functional site design with 
buildings extending across the site and oriented in relation to outdoor spaces, one-story massing, and classrooms which clearly express their 
function with finger-plan like wings and fenestration, the subject property is not an exceptional example of a post-World War II functionalist 
school and therefore is not significant within this context. In the case of the subject property, the finger plan was not expertly applied when 
compared to other regional examples such as Acalanes Union High School designed by Franklin & Kump in Lafayette, California in 1940, 
Kester Avenue Elementary School designed by Richard Neutra in Sherman Oaks in 1951, or Baldwin Hills Elementary School, designed 
by Neutra & Alexander’s firm in 1949 (Sapphos Environmental Inc. 2014).  
 
Additionally, the subject property was also constructed at the tail end of the period of significance associated with significant examples of 
the finger-plan in California and is not the first or only finger-plan school in the surrounding area. Two other finger-plan schools were 
constructed in Duarte in 1952, the Maxwell School (extant) on Euclid Avenue and Northview School (no longer extant), followed by two 
additional functionalist schools, Royal Oaks School (extant; now Royal Oaks STEAM Academy) in 1953 and Beardslee School (extant; 
now Beardslee Dual Language Academy) in 1957. Along with lacking historical significance, the property has several additions which 
affect the open school layout which is the most important character-defining feature of finger-plan and other functionalist schools.  
 
The subject property was designed by Allison & Rible, Architects, who are recognized master architects in Los Angeles. From the 1940s to 
1960s, the firm designed institutional and commercial buildings throughout the region and were known for their school plans and later their 
New Formalist designs. Though the property is associated with master architects, the subject property is not an exceptional example of the 
firm’s large body of work. According to NPS Bulletin 15, a property is not eligible for the work of a master simply because it was designed 
by said master architect (NPS 1995). Allison & Rible designed several other projects that are better representative examples of their work; 
these include the North Hollywood Federal Savings & Loan building, which was recommended eligible for local listing in Los Angeles, 
and the master plan for California Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo. The property additionally lacks artistic value and is therefore 
recommended ineligible for listing in the NRHP and CRHR under C/3.  
 
The property is not likely to yield valuable information that will contribute to our understanding of human history because the property is 
not and never was the principal source of important information pertaining to subjects such as mid-20th century finger-plan schools. 
Therefore, the subject property is recommended ineligible for listing in the NRHP and CRHR under Criteria D/4.  

 
*B12. References (Continued from Page 3):  
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Page  1  of 9                                                     *Resource Name or #:  1400 Mt. Olive Drive     
P1. Other Identifier: Mt. Olive High School                                                                         
*P2. Location:  ☒  Unrestricted   
 *a. County  Los Angeles   and  

 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad  Azusa, Calif.  Date  1995  T 01N; R10W; S29 

c.  Address 1400 Mt. Olive Drive   City Duarte   Zip 91010                 

d.  UTM:  Zone 11s, 411953.56 mE/ 3777796.58 mN 

e. Other Locational Data: Los Angeles County Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 8604-017-903     
 

*P3a. Description: 1400 Mt. Olive Drive (subject property) is located on the east side of Mt. Olive Drive and occupies the northwest corner of the 
following parcel in Duarte, California: APN: 8604-017-903. The parcel also includes 1433 Crestfield Drive, which was recorded on a separate DPR 
form, and the Otis Gordon Sports Field, a contemporary park. The subject property includes five portable buildings, a paved parking lot, an open lunch 
structure, and picnic areas. The parking lot occupies the northern end of the property while the buildings are sited at the southern end; the area in 
between is developed with grass lawns and picnic areas. The five buildings are portable buildings dating from 1972 to 2005: Classrooms A, C, and E, 
Administration Building, and Restroom Building, further described below. 
Added to the western end of the property in 1972, Classroom A sits at an east-west orientation, on a raised concrete foundation (Photo 2). It features 
a rectangular plan and is sheathed in wood panel siding. The flat roof has wide overhanging enclosed eaves on the north and east elevations with 
exposed beams; a penthouse structure spans the length of the roofline. The primary (north) elevation is divided into nine bays by wood pilasters, and 
four of the bays have entrances with flush metal doors to individual classrooms. The building is accessible by a concrete ramp and stairs which appear 
to be later additions. The west elevation has a mural which reads “California Model Continuation High School Mt. Olive” and features the school’s 
mascot, the bulldog; the east elevation has one opening with a flush metal door. (Continued on the Continuation Sheet).  
*P3b. Resource Attributes:  HP15. Education Building   
*P4.  Resources Present: ☒ Building   
 

P5b. Description of Photo: 

Photo 1: 1400 Mt. Olive Drive, View 
East  

 
P6. Date Constructed/Age and 

Source:☒ Historic  

1967 (Daily News-Post 1967) 
 
*P7. Owner and Address:  
Duarte Unified School District 
(DUSD) 
 
*P8. Recorded by:  
Pedro Gonzalez and Ashley Losco 
Rincon Consultants, Inc.  
250 East 1st Street, Suite 1400 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
 
*P9. Date Recorded: 10/17/2024 
 

*P10. Survey Type: Intensive 
 
 

 

 

 

 

*P11. Report Citation: R. Perzel, L. Kry, A. Losco, A. Ogaz, and M. Nayyar. 2024. Andres Duarte School Site Project Cultural Resources 
Technical Report. Rincon Consultants Project No. 24-16174. Report on file at the South Central Coastal Information Center, California 
State University, Fullerton, California. 
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State of California - The Resources Agency    Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI#   

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD  

(This space reserved for official comments.)  

  

B1. Historic Name: Duarte Continuation High School; Mt. Olive High School    
B2. Common Name: Mt. Olive High School   
B3. Original Use: Educational Buildings   
B4. Present Use: Educational Buildings   
*B5. Architectural Style: No Architectural Style    
*B6. Construction History:  
1967 – Mt. Olive High School constructed including one portable building (no longer extant) (Daily News-Post 1967) 
1969 – Second portable building constructed on the property (no longer extant) (Los Angeles Times 1969) 
1972 – Construction of Classroom A (DUSD 2024a; NETR Online 2024) 
1999 – Addition of Restrooms Building and Classroom C (DUSD 2024a) 
2005 – Removal of 1969 building and construction of Administration Building and open lunch shelter (DUSD 2024b)  
Between 2018 and 2020 – Addition of Classroom E (NETR Online 2024) 
 
*B7. Moved?   ☒No    
 

*B8. Related Features:   N/A  
 
B9a. Architect: Not Identified                                 b. Builder: Not Identified                       
*B10. Significance:  Theme Post-World War II School Design                    Area: Duarte 
 Period of Significance N/A                 Property Type Educational Buildings          Applicable Criteria N/A             
Historic Context 
Local Context – Duarte 
In 1841, the governor of Alta California granted 7,000 acres of land in the upper San Gabriel Valley to Andres Duarte which he named Rancho Azusa 
de Duarte (Duarte, City of 2024). Throughout his ownership, Duarte sold off sections of the Rancho to pay off his debts. One portion was sold to Dr. 
Nehemiah Beardslee who established the town of Duarte, constructed its first school, and installed its first water lines. The first school was constructed 
in 1874 at the corner of Buena Vista Drive and Central Avenue and was later replaced in 1906 by a Spanish Revival Building which is still extant. By 
1872, the remaining land within the Rancho had been divided into 40-acre plots and sold off (Margiloff et al. 2009).  
Pioneer settlers of Duarte moved to the area for their health, the pleasant climate, and the area’s fertile soil (Duarte, City of 2024). That agricultural 
community thrived due to the establishment of water companies and railroad lines. Water systems including the Beardslee Water Ditch Company 
(1881) and Duarte Mutal Water Company (1884) were constructed in the late 1800s to irrigate agricultural properties in Durate (Margiloff et al. 2009). 
In the late 1800s into the early 1900s, the Atchinson, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad was constructed south of Duarte and the Southern Pacific Railroad 
was constructed north of the town and contributed to the town’s success as an agricultural community as the lines connected the agricultural products 

of Duarte to markets throughout California (Margiloff et al. 2009). This led to the formation of packing houses including the Duarte-Monrovia Fruit 
Exchange adjacent to the rail lines.  
 
(Continued on Continuation Sheet).  
 
   
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: N/A     
 
*B12. References: See Continuation Sheet.     
 
B13. Remarks: N/A   
 

*B14. Evaluator: Ashley Losco, Rincon Consultants, Inc.    
 
*Date of Evaluation: 11/11/2024  
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*P3a. Description (Continued from Page 1):  

 
Photo 2: Classroom A North and West Elevations, View Southeast 
 
To the east of Classroom A and west of the Administration Building is the Restrooms Building, a portable building added to the property 
in 1999 (Photo 3). Capped with a flat roof, the rectangular plan building sits on a concrete foundation in an east to west orientation and is 
constructed of wood framing sheathed in vertical wood siding. The primary (north) elevation has four openings to the Girls’, Boys’, Men’s, 

and Women’s bathrooms each with a flush metal door and pronounced wood framing. In between the Girls’ and Boys’ bathrooms is a 

porcelain water fountain. The bathrooms are accessible by a concrete ramp and stairs.  
 

 
Photo 3: Restroom Building North Elevation, View South. 
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Added to the property in 2005, the Administration Building is a portable building at the center of the property just east of the Restrooms 
Building (Photo 4). The building is elevated off the ground on a concrete foundation and rectangular in plan. Capped with a flat roof with 
an overhanging eave on the north elevation, the exterior is sheathed in vertical wood siding. Accessible by concrete ramps, the primary 
(north) elevation has four entrances with either glazed or flush metal doors and three vertical sash aluminum framed windows. The west, 
east, and south elevations have no fenestration.  
 

 
Photo 4: Administration Building North Elevation, View Southwest.    
 
At the far eastern end of the property adjacent to the baseball fields of the sports park is Classroom C, a portable classroom added to the 
property in 1999 (Photo 5). The rectangular plan building sits flush with the ground on a concrete foundation, and the exterior is sheathed 
in vertical wood siding. The flat roof has a wide eave overhang over the primary (west) elevation which also features two entrances with 
flush metal doors individual classrooms, two vertical sliding sash windows, and a concrete planter. The north and south elevations are 
devoid of detailing while the east elevation has two vertical sliding sash windows and two heating ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) 
units.  
 

 
Photo 5: Classroom C West Elevation, View Northeast.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

r 
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Just north of Classroom C is Classroom E, a fifth portable classroom added between 2018 and 2020 (Photo 6). Sited east-west, the 
rectangular in plan building is elevated off the ground on a concrete foundation and constructed of wood framing sheathed in vertical wood 
siding. The flat roof has a wide overhanging eave over the primary (west) elevation which also features one entrance with a flush metal door 
and a vertical sliding sash window. The primary elevation is accessible by a concrete ramp. The north and south elevations are devoid of 
features, but the east elevation has a vertical sliding sash window and a HVAC unit.  
 

 
Photo 6: Classroom E North and West Elevations, View Southeast.  

 
At the western end of the property, adjacent to Classroom A and the property entrance, is the open lunch structure constructed in 2005 
(Photo 7). The structure sits on a concrete foundation covered by a flat roof supported by wood beams connected to six concrete and metal 
columns. Throughout the property there are additional picnic tables on paved foundations or grass lawns (Photo 8).  
 

 
Photo 7: Open Lunch Structure, View Northeast 

 
Photo 8: Additional picnic tables at the center of the property, View 
West.  

  
*B10. Significance (Continued from Page 3):  
In the early 20th century, several institutions developed in Duarte to serve the growing population, such as in 1906 the school district formed 
as part of the Monrovia-Arcadia-Duarte School District (DUSD 2024a). Transportation continued to expand when in 1908 Pacific Electric 
constructed an interurban Red Car line to Duarte connecting the community to Los Angeles and other surrounding towns (Margiloff et al. 
2009). In 1913, the National Jewish Consumption Relief Association started a tuberculosis sanitarium to provide relief for workers in Los 
Angeles (Duarte, City of 2024; Margiloff et al. 2009). Eventually this sanitarium would evolve into the City of Hope Medical Center. In 
1930, a group of Carmelite Sisters established the Santa Teresita Rest Home, known today as Santa Teresita Medical Center (Duarte, City 
of 2024). 
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As with many communities throughout the county, the proliferation of the automobile led to changes throughout Duarte. Huntington Drive, 
later part of U.S. Route 66 was constructed in 1925, led to the construction of garages, motels, and other businesses along Huntington Drive 
(Margiloff et al. 2009). Though commercial development increased along the major thoroughfares through Duarte in the 1920s and 1930s, 
the community was still largely agricultural focusing on citrus such as limes and oranges. After World War II, though, many agricultural 
properties were replaced with residential developments and the population of Duarte boomed. In order to best serve their growing population, 
the Duarte Unified School District was formed in 1954 and the City of Duarte officially incorporated on August 22, 1957 (DUSD 2024a; 
Margiloff et al. 2009). The City constructed new institutions to serve the growing population; these include Andres Duarte Elementary 
School and the Northview School in 1952, Duarte High School circa 1967, and Mt. Olive High School in 1967 (NETR Online 2024). Due 
to the growing population of Duarte and the surrounding Los Angeles County, in the late 1960s, Interstate 210 was constructed through the 
area and directly through the city of Duarte leading to the area’s further suburbanization and densification, a trend which continued 
throughout the 1970s and 1980s (Margiloff et al. 2009; NETR Online 2024). Since that time the city’s population has stayed steady around 
21,000 residents, and the city continues to grow with infill residential and commercial development (US Census Bureau 2024). 
 
Post-World War II School Design – Functional School Plant 
The development of this context was based on the information provided in the Los Angeles Unified School District Historic Context 
Statement, 1870 to 1969, prepared by Sapphos Environmental, Inc, in 2014. The context was drawn from the section “Educating the Baby 
Boom: Postwar Expansion and the Modern, Functional School Plant, 1945 to 1969” (Sapphos Environmental, Inc. 2014).  
 
Throughout the 1940s, 50s and 60s, with the rise in population after World War II, a need arose for more schools to educate the growing 
Baby Boomer generation; older schools also needed to be updated to meet demands associated with the rising number of students. Prior to 
World War II, school design integrated a heavy focus on building exteriors, favoring the construction of one grand building to meet all 
educational needs. However, the schools of the post-World War II era reflected changing ideas about education and focused more heavily 
on function, the education of masses of children via the create optimal interior conditions and controls to increase morale. Architects of 
post-World War II schools adopted the then-popular Mid-Century Modern architectural style as it reflected the contemporary principles of 
education: schools should be economically built with durable materials, accessible to all, and permit joy. To this end, post-World War II 
school designs were characterized as functional school plants which were expansive campuses with separate, program-specific buildings 
and classrooms. The school plant concept originated between the 1910s and 1930s but evolved during the post-war era into the functional 
school plant which typically reflected one of three functional school plant designs: finger-plan, cluster-plan, or open-plan (Sapphos 
Environmental Inc. 2014). The finger-plan was utilized through the 1940s into the early 1950s and was characterized by several individual 
buildings oriented to maximize sun and air flow and connected by covered walkways extending out like fingers from a core building. The 
cluster-plan, popular in the 1950s, was similar to the finger-plan, but featured buildings clustered closer together. Popular in the 1960s, 
open-school campuses and their buildings were more compact with high ceilings to provide adaptable space, flexibility in use, and corridors 
on the interior. All three plans emphasized the connection with outdoors by creating picnic areas, breezeways, or playgrounds.   
 
Property Development History 
In 1967, 1400 Mt. Olive Drive was developed with one portable building and a parking lot for the Duarte Continuation High School (Daily 
News-Post 1967). Originally housed at the Duarte Public Library and part of the Monrovia Continuation School, the Duarte Continuation 
High School was formed to educate students in an alternative learning environment. Continuation high schools focused on job training and 
programs individualized to each student as well as the basic academic courses. The original portable building, which is no longer extant, 
was adapted from a former World War II barrack and featured two classrooms and an office (Los Angeles Times 1972).  
 
In 1968, the school was renamed Mt. Olive High School, to eliminate the stigma associated with continuation high schools, and Luke 
McJimpson was hired as its first principal (UCSB 1968; Pasadena Independent 1968). The school expanded in 1969 with the addition of a 
second portable building (no longer extant) which was leased from Huwin Corp for $8,258 (Los Angeles Times 1969). In 1972, the 1967 
portable building was damaged by a fire, and the 120 students studied in the remaining portable classroom building, the district bookmobile, 
and at the Duarte library (Los Angeles Times 1972). The building was quickly replaced, though, with extant Classroom A in 1972 (DUSD 
2024b). The school’s student body continued to expand throughout the 1990s and 2000s the district made the following changes to the 
campus: the Restrooms Building and Classroom C were added in 1999 (DUSD 2024b); in 2005, the 1969 building was removed and the 
Administration Building and open lunch shelter constructed (DUSD 2024b); between 2018 and 2020, Classroom E was constructed (NETR 
Online 2024). The school remains in use today.  
 
Evaluation 
1400 Mt. Olive Drive is recommended ineligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and California Register of 
Historical Resources (CRHR) under all criteria (A/1, B/2, C/3, D/4).  
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The subject property was developed as the Duarte Continuation High School in 1967 to provide an alternative learning environment for the 
district’s high school students. It was constructed at the tail end of the period of significance associated with significant post-World War II 
schools (1945-1969) and does not clearly embody the characteristics of a postwar modern functionalist school plan. It is one of several 
schools developed within the district during this period and does not appear significant within the context of Duarte’s Post-World War II 
expansion or any other identified context. Therefore, 1400 Mt. Olive Drive is recommended ineligible for listing in the NRHP and CRHR 
under Criteria A/1.  
 
The research performed in support of this evaluation, including a review of newspapers, secondary sources on the history of Duarte, and 
biographical sources such as Ancestry.com, identified Luke McJimpson as the first principal of the school on the subject property. However, 
research did not indicate that Mr. McJimpson is historically significant in the history of the city, state, region, or national history. 
Additionally, research did not identify any additional potentially significant individuals associated with the subject property. Therefore, 
1400 Mt. Olive Drive is recommended ineligible for listing in the NRHP and CRHR under Criteria B/2.  
 
One building at the subject property dates from the historic-era, Classroom A, which was constructed in 1972, while the remaining buildings 
were constructed in the 1990s to 2000s. As the buildings are portable buildings, they do not reflect a type, period, or method or construction 
nor do they feature a specific design aesthetic. They were not designed or constructed by recognized master craftsman nor do they possess 
high artistic value. The property is recommended ineligible for listing in the NRHP and CRHR under Criterion C/3.  
 
The subject property is not likely to yield valuable information that will contribute to our understanding of human history because the 
property is not and never was the principal source of important information pertaining to subjects such as mid-20th century educational 
buildings. Therefore, the subject property is recommended ineligible for listing in the NRHP and CRHR under Criterion D/4.  
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