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Source(s): Project Application Materials; Eastern Municipal Water District Frederick’s Ridge Will-
Serve Letter, August 7, 2023;

Findings of Fact:

a) Potentially Significant Impact: A Will-Serve letter for the Project was provided by EMWD dated
August 7, 2023, stating EMWD would provide sewer services to the Project site. Per EMWD,
the Project will require the construction of new and expanded wastewater facilities. The extent
and specifications of the expanded facilities are currently being determined by EMWD and the
Applicant and potential impacts to the environment are not yet known at this time. This topic
along with applicable mitigation measures will be discussed in the forthcoming DEIR.

b) Less than Significant Impact: The Project received a will-serve letter from EMWD dated August
7, 2023, stating that it will provide sewer services to the Project site. Therefore, the wastewater
treatment provider that serves the Project site has adequate capacity to serve the Project’s
projected demand in addition to the provider’s existing commitments and a less than significant
impact would occur.

Mitigation: Mitigation Measures will be discussed in the forthcoming DEIR.
Monitoring: Applicable monitoring will be discussed in the forthcoming DEIR.
42. Solid Waste
a) Generate solid waste in excess of State or Local [ [ B [
standards, or in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure,
or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste reduction
goals?
b)  Comply with federal, state, and local management ] n X ]

and reduction statutes and regulations related to solid
wastes including the CIWMP (County Integrated Waste
Management Plan)?

Source(s): Riverside County General Plan; Riverside County General Plan Final Program EIR Volume
I, Section 4.15.3 Solid Wase Management; Waste Management Service Provider Will-Serve Letter,
August 9, 2023.

Findings of Fact:

a) Less than Significant Impact: Waste Management of the Inland Empire would provide solid
waste collection services to the Project. The Project received a will-serve letter from Waste
Management dated August 9, 2023. Locally generated solid waste is deposited in five (5)
Riverside County Department of Waste Resources (RCDWR) solid waste facilities located in
the County: Badlands Landfill, Blythe Landfill, Desert Center Landfill, Lamb Canyon Landfill
and Oasis Landfill. The proposed Project would minutely increase the volume of solid waste
generated in the County. Solid waste is collected in the County through a franchise agreement
based on Franchise Areas within unincorporated Riverside County (Ordinance 657). The
Project site is located in Franchise Area 1 and Waste Management of Inland Empire is the
County’s contracted franchise hauler to support residential uses within Franchise Area 1 to
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meet the State’s recycling requirements. The Applicant is proposing to subdivide a 162.9-acre
parcel into 434 single-family residential lots. The Project would adhere to the County’s
Countywide Integrated Waste Management Plan in compliance with AB 939. The residential
uses proposed by the Project, and solid waste generated by those uses, would not otherwise
conflict with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to solid waste. Based on
the preceding, the potential for the Project to generate solid waste in excess of State or local
standards, or in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment
of solid waste reduction goals is less than significant.

b) Less than Significant Impact: The Project would be implemented and operated in compliance
with applicable County General Plan Goals and Policies, and would comport with County
Zoning regulations, specifically, the Project would comply with local, state, and federal
initiatives and directives acting to reduce and divert solid waste from landfill waste streams. As
described in section (a) above, the Project would comply with the California Integrated Waste
Management Act of 1989 (AB 939) as implemented by the County. The proposed Project is
required to comply with all applicable federal, state, and County statues and regulations related
to solid waste as a standard project condition of approval. Therefore, a less than significant
impact would occur.

Mitigation: No mitigation is required.

Monitoring: No monitoring is required.

43. Utilities

Would the project impact the following facilities requiring or resulting in the construction of new facilities
or the expansion of existing facilities, whereby the construction or relocation would cause significant
environmental effects?

a) Electricity?

b) Natural gas?

c) Communications systems?

d) Street lighting?

e) Maintenance of public facilities, including roads?
f) Other governmental services?

000
L0000
DARIBIRARARA
N

Source(s): Project Application Materials, Utility Service Providers.

Findings of Fact: Implementation of the Project will result in an incremental system capacity demand
for energy systems, communication systems, storm water drainage systems, street lighting systems,
maintenance of public facilities, including roads and potentially other governmental services. Each of
the utility systems, including collection of solid waste, is available at the Project site and lines will have
to be extended onto the site, which will already be disturbed by grading and other construction activities.
These impacts are considered less than significant based on the availability of existing public facilities
that support local systems.

a) Less than Significant Impact: Southern California Edison (SCE) would provide electricity to the
site. The site is currently vacant and undeveloped with electrical power poles along the Project
frontage on Scott Road. All existing power poled adjacent to the Project frontage will be
underground in accordance with Section 19 of County Ordinance 461. Electrical utilities would
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be constructed throughout the site and would connect to existing electrical utilities on Scott
Road. Project power uses are anticipated to include indoor lighting, exterior lighting, appliances
and HVAC systems. All electrical uses associated with the Project would connect to the
existing electric power system along Scott Road. Furthermore, all utility connections to the
proposed Project would be required to comply with applicable federal, state, and local
regulations related to electric power supply. Compliance with the requirements of Southern
California Edison (SCE) will ensure impacts to electrical utilities do not rise to a level of
significance.

b) Less than Significant Impact: Natural gas will be provided by Southern California Gas
(SoCalGas) to the Project site. Natural gas would be used for Heating Ventilation and Air
Conditioning (HVAC) systems and hot water heaters. SoCalGas’s 2022 California Gas Report
(CGR) projects the total system demand to decline at an annual rate of 1.5% between 2022
and 2035. Since demand for natural gas is decreasing on a system wide scale, Project
development would not require SoCalGas to obtain new or expanded electricity or natural gas
supplies and impacts would be less than significant.

c) Less than Significant Impact: It is anticipated that AT&T would provide telecommunication
services to the Project site and Frontier Communications would provide cable services to the
Project site. Telecommunication facilities would be extended to the Project site from the
existing telecommunications line in Scott Road and would be constructed in accordance with
the requirements of AT&T and Frontier Communications. and would ensure impacts to
telecommunication utilities would be less than significant.

d) Less than Significant Impact: Implementation of the Project would require the construction of
street lighting which would be constructed in accordance with County Ordinance No. 915 and
Riverside County Transportation Department standards. The Project site will already be
disturbed by grading and other construction activities and as such, impacts would be less than
significant.

e) Less than Significant Impact: As identified on TTM 38472, the Project would construct roads
throughout the Project site which are labeled as Street “A” through Street “Z”. Streets “A”
through “L”, “N” through “R”, and “T” through “X” and Street “Z” would be dedicated for public
roadway purposes and as such, would be maintained by the County of Riverside Public Works
Department. Roads would be constructed in accordance with County standards. A less than
significant impact would occur.

f) Less than Significant Impact: The Project includes the subdivision of a 162.9-acre parcel into
434 single-family residential lots, a 6.02-acre park, and associated improvements including
streets, wet and dry utilities, and landscaping. The proposed Project does not include any other
facilities that would require governmental services. A less than significant impact would occur.

Mitigation: No mitigation is required.

Monitoring: No monitoring is required.

WILDFIRE If located in or near a State Responsibility Area (“SRA”), lands classified as very high fire
hazard severity zone, or other hazardous fire areas that may be designated by the Fire Chief, would
the project:
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44. Wildfire Impacts ] u X u

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency
response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, ] u X u
exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose project
occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the
uncontrolled spread of a wildfire?

C) Require the installation or maintenance of
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, o o 4 o
emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities) that
may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or
ongoing impacts to the environment?

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, u u X ]
including downslope or downstream flooding or landslides,
as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage
changes?

e) Expose people or structures either directly or
indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death o o kd o
involving wildland fires?

Source(s): Riverside County General Plan Safety Plan; Riverside County Map My County; Southwest
Area Plan; Cal Fire, Fire Hazard Fire Severity Zone Viewer;

Findings of Fact: Wildland fire protection in California is the responsibility of either the state, local
government, or the federal government. The State of California has the primary financial responsibility
for the prevention and suppression of wildland fires within State Responsibility Areas (SRA). The SRA
forms one large area over 31 million acres to which the State Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
(CAL FIRE) provides a basic level of wildland fire prevention and protection services. Local
Responsibility Areas (LRA) include incorporated cities, cultivated agriculture lands, and portions of the
desert. LRA fire protection is typically provided by city fire departments, fire protection districts, counties,
and by CAL FIRE under contract to local government. CAL FIRE uses an extension of the SRA Fire
Hazard Severity Zone model as the basis for evaluating fire hazard in LRA. The LRA hazard rating
reflects flame and ember intrusion from adjacent wildlands and from flammable vegetation in the urban
area.

According to the County’s General Plan, the Project site is located in a Very High fire hazard severity
zone in a Local Responsibility Area (LRA). Fire protection and emergency medical services are provided
by the Riverside County Fire Department (RCFD). RCFD maintains a comprehensive inspection
program that reduces the potential for accidents. Additionally, the California Fire Code contains fire
safety-related building standards that are referenced in other parts of Title 24 of the California Code of
Regulation. These standards will be considered when constructing the new facility on the Project site.

a) Less than Significant Impact: Wildland fire protection in California is the responsibility of the
state, local government, or the federal government. The Project site is not located in an SRA
however is classified as a VHFSZ within an LRA, as identified in the General Plan and CAL
FIRE FHSZ Map. The emergency response plan in effect in Riverside County is the
Riverside County Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) maintained by the County Emergency
Management Department and approved by the County Board of Supervisors in 2019. The
proposed Project will not block access to the Project site or to surrounding properties and
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will not impede the evacuation program. Notification of emergency personnel of impending
blockages, detour signs, and a construction plan for traffic would ensure that there would be
no impact in the case of emergency evacuation. Furthermore, Project development would
not interfere with implementation of the EOP, and a less than significant impact would occur.

b) Less than Significant Impact: The Project area is relatively flat and covers approximately
97.65 acres in the northern portion of the site. This southern portion consists of 58.37 acres
and will be dedicated for conservation purposes. Steep slopes are located adjacent to the
Project area in the southern portion of the site. The Project site and surrounding area are
characterized by features typical of an urban landscape. Wind patterns across the region
are characterized by westerly and southwesterly winds during the day and easterly or
northeasterly breezes at night. Winds are characteristically light although the speed is
somewhat greater during the dry summer months than during the rainy winter season.
According to Figure 8: Wildland-Urban Interface of the Safety Element of the General Plan,
the Project is located in within Wildland/Urban Interface. The proposed Project would be
reviewed by the Office of the County Fire Marshall for consistency with County policies and
ordinances and would ensure that the Project would not result in the exposure of Project
occupants to pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire
due to slope and prevailing winds. Impacts would be less than significant.

c) Less than Significant Impact: The Project site is vacant and undeveloped. The proposed
Project would require the construction of roads and the extension of wet and dry utilities from
Scott Road onto the Project site. The Project includes a 100-foot fire maintenance zone
which will extend from the proposed grading limits to the northern boundary of the proposed
open space area. All Project site improvements would be conditioned in accordance with
County ordinances and design specifications and comply with federal, state, and local
regulations relating to safety, installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure that
may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the
environment. Project impacts would be less than significant.

d) Less than Significant Impact: The proposed Project includes water quality basins and
detention basins south of Scott Road. Project implementation will not alter the existing
drainage patterns because the proposed drainage pattern for the site has been structured
to match existing drainage patterns. Therefore, Project impacts would be less than
significant.

e) Less than Significant Impact: The proposed Project would be reviewed by RCFD for
consistency with County safety ordinances and requirements. The Project would be
conditioned upon approval to not expose people or structures either directly or indirectly, to
a significant risk of loss, injury, or death involving wildland fires.

Mitigation: No mitigation is required.

Monitoring: No monitoring is required

MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE Does the Project:

45. Have the potential to substantially degrade the quality X u H H
of the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish
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or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop
below self- sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or
animal community, substantially reduce the number or
restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal, or
eliminate important examples of the major periods of
California history or prehistory?

Source(s): Staff Review, Project Application Materials.

Findings of Fact:

Potentially Significant Impact:. Implementation of the proposed project has the potential to
substantially degrade the quality of the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of fish or
wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife populations to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to
eliminate a plant or animal community, or reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or
endangered plant or animal, or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California
history or prehistory. As such, these topic and the appropriate mitigation measures will be discussed
in the forthcoming DEIR.

46. Have impacts which are individually limited, but X n ] ]
cumulatively considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable"

means that the incremental effects of a project are

considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of

past projects, other current projects and probable future

projects)?

Source(s): Staff Review, Project Application Materials

Findings of Fact:

Potentially Significant Impact: The Project does have impacts which are individually limited, but
cumulatively considerable. This topic along with the appropriate mitigation measures will be
discussed in the forthcoming DEIR.

47. Have environmental effects that will cause substantial X H H u
adverse effects on human beings, either directly or
indirectly?

Source(s): Staff Review, Project Application Materials

Findings of Fact:

Potentially Significant Impact: The proposed Project does have environmental effects which would
cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly. This topic and the
appropriate mitigation measures will be discussed in the forthcoming DEIR.

V. EARLIER ANALYSES
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Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an
effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration as per California Code of
Regulations, Section 15063 (c) (3) (D). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the following:

Earlier Analyses Used, if any: Initial Study Mitigated Negative Declaration for Environmental
Assessment No. 41828

Location Where Earlier Analyses, if used, are available for review:
Location: County of Riverside Planning Department

4080 Lemon Street 12" Floor
Riverside, CA 92501

Revised: 9/12/2024 12:59 PM
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