
Notice of Exemption 

To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, 1400 Tenth Street, Rm. 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 
 
 

From: California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Habitat Conservation Planning Branch 
Native Plant Program 
P.O. Box 944209 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090

Project Title: Managing Invasives in Willowy Monardella (Monardella viminea) Habitat (Project) 

Project Location: The Project will occur within Clark Canyon in San Diego County on private property owned by 
Martin Marietta Materials, Inc. (32.91492, −116.97543). Project activities will take place within occupied willowy 
monardella habitat recognized as California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) Element Occurrence (EO) 8.  

Project Description: The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) is issuing a California Endangered 
Species Act and Native Plant Protection Act scientific, educational, or management permit to Lee Gordon (Permit 
No. 2081(a)-24-012-RP) pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 2081(a) for a project involving herbicide 
treatment and manual removal of non-native, invasive fountain grass (Pennisetum setaceum) to control invasive 
species in occupied willowy monardella habitat.  

The Permittee will monitor the site annually to assess fountain grass presence and need for treatment during willowy 
mint’s flowering period that typically begins in June each year. Project activities will include: (1) the manual removal 
of any fountain grass seedlings; (2) clipping aboveground biomass of well-established fountain grass clumps and 
bagging and removing cut material off-site for disposal; and (3) painting a mix of 2% glyphosate herbicide and 0.4% 
nonionic surfactant directly on the cut fountain grass stubble to avoid impacts to surrounding willowy mint 
populations. Treatment will only occur during dry weather periods when adjacent creeks are dry. Geographic 
Information System (GIS) coordinates will be recorded for all fountain grass individuals located and treated annually. 

California Public Agency Approving Project: California Department of Fish and Wildlife  

Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Lee Gordon 

Exempt Status: 

  Ministerial; 

  Declared Emergency; 

  Emergency Project; 

  Categorical Exemption. Type and section number: Section 15307, Class 7 

Reasons why project is exempt: The Project consists of invasive weed management activities to ensure the 
maintenance, restoration, and enhancement of an existing population of willowy monardella. The permit issued by 
CDFW for the Project includes measures to ensure existing populations of willowy mondardella are avoided. 

Lead Agency Contact Person: Joanne Heraty                         Area Code/Telephone/ Extension: (916) 594-4574 

Signature:   __________________________________________________   Date:  ______________________ 
                           Isabel Baer, Native Plant Program Manager 

  Signed by Lead Agency                        Date Received for filing at OPR:  ______________ 

11/20/2024
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