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ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

A. If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity 
zones, would the project substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency 
evacuation plan? ● No Impact. 

According to California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, the project site is not located within or 
near a fire hazard zone.60 Surface streets that will be improved at construction will serve the project site and 
adjacent area. Furthermore, the proposed project would not involve the closure or alteration of any existing 
evacuation routes that would be important in the event of a wildfire. At no time during construction will 
adjacent streets be completely closed to traffic. All construction staging must occur on-site. As a result, no 
impacts will occur. 

B. If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity 
zones would the project due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, 
and thereby expose project occupants to pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled 
spread of a wildfire? ● No Impact. 

According to California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, the project site is not located within 
or near a fire hazard zone.61 The proposed project may be exposed to particulate emissions generated by 
wildland fires in the mountains (the site is located approximately 20 miles north and northwest of the San 
Gabriel and San Bernardino Mountains). However, the potential impacts would not be exclusive to the 
project site since criteria pollutant emissions from wildland fires may affect the entire City as well as the 
surrounding cities and unincorporated county areas. As a result, no impacts would occur. 

C. If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity 
zones, would the project require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such 
as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power lines, or other utilities) that may exacerbate 
fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment? ● No Impact. 

According to California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, the project site is not located within or 
near a fire hazard zone.62 The project site is not located in an area that is classified as a moderate fire risk 
severity within a State Responsibility Area (SRA), and therefore will not require the installation of 
specialized infrastructure such as fire roads, fuel breaks, or emergency water sources. As a result, no 
impacts would occur.  

D. If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity 
zones, would the project expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or 
downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage 
changes? ● No Impact. 

According to California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, the project site is not located within or 
near a fire hazard zone.63 There is no risk from wildfire within the project site or the surrounding area given 

 
60 CalFire. Fire Hazard Severity Zones in State Responsibility Area. 
61 Ibid. 
62 Ibid. 
63 Ibid. 
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the project site’s distance from any area that may be subject to a wildfire event. In addition, the site is not 
located within a moderate fire risk and state responsibility area. Therefore, the project will not expose future 
employees to flooding or landslides facilitated by runoff flowing down barren and charred slopes. As a 
result, no impacts would occur. 

MITIGATION MEASURES 

The analysis of wildfires impacts indicated that less than significant impacts would result from the 
proposed project’s approval and subsequent implementation. As a result, no mitigation is required.  

3.21 MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Environmental Issue Areas Examined 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

A. Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade the 
quality of the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a 
fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop 
below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or 
animal community, substantially reduce the number or restrict the 
range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate 
important examples of the major periods of California history or 
prehistory? 

    

B. Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but 
cumulatively considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” means 
that the incremental effects of a project are considerable when 
viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of 
other current projects, and the effects of probable future projects)?   

    

C. Does the project have environmental effects which will cause 
substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or 
indirectly?   

    

The following findings can be made regarding the Mandatory Findings of Significance set forth in Section 

15065 of the CEQA Guidelines based on the results of this environmental assessment: 

A. The proposed project would not have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the 

environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 

population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, 

substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or 

eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory. As indicated in 

Section 3.1 through 3.20, the proposed project will not result in any significant unmitigable 

environmental impacts. 

B.  The proposed project would not have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively 

considerable. The environmental impacts will not lead to a cumulatively significant impact on any of 

the issues analyzed herein. 
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C. The proposed project would not have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects 

on human beings, either directly or indirectly. As indicated in Section 3.1 through 3.20, the proposed 

project will not result in any significant unmitigable environmental impacts. 
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SECTION 4. CONCLUSIONS 

4.1 FINDINGS 

The Initial Study determined that the proposed project is not expected to have significant adverse 

environmental impacts. The following findings can be made regarding the Mandatory Findings of 

Significance set forth in Section 15065 of the CEQA Guidelines based on the results of this Initial Study: 

● The proposed project would not have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the 

environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 

population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, 

substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of an endangered, rare or threatened species 

or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory.  

● The proposed project would not have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively 

considerable.  

● The proposed project would not have environmental effects which will cause substantially adverse 

effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly.  

4.2 MITIGATION MONITORING 

In addition, pursuant to Section 21081(a) of the Public Resources Code, findings must be adopted by the 

decision-maker coincidental to the approval of a Negative Declaration. These findings shall be incorporated 

as part of the decision-maker’s findings of fact, in response to AB-3180 and in compliance with the 

requirements of the Public Resources Code. In accordance with the requirements of Section 21081(a) and 

21081.6 of the Public Resources Code, the City of Adelanto can make the following additional findings:  

The following mitigation measures have been incorporated herein to further reduce the potential air quality 
impacts to levels that are less than significant.   

Air Quality Mitigation Measure No. 1. Indoor air must be filtered so as to remove VOCs from the indoor 

air envelope. The filtration equipment must be installed prior to the issuance of an Occupancy Permit. 

The analysis of biological impacts determined that the following mitigation measures would be required to 
reduce the project’s impacts to levels that would be less than significant. 

Biological Resources Mitigation Measure No. 1. Regardless of the time of year, a pre-construction 
clearance survey for nesting birds should be conducted no more than three (3) days prior to the start 
of any vegetation removal or ground disturbing activities to ensure that no nesting birds will be 
disturbed during construction. The qualified biologist conducting the clearance survey shall conduct 
the survey within the Project areas (including access routes) and a 500-foot buffer surrounding the 
Project areas. Pre-construction surveys shall focus on both direct and indirect evidence of nesting, 
including nest locations and nesting behavior. The qualified biologist shall make every effort to avoid 
potential nest predation as a result of survey and monitoring efforts. If an active avian nest is 
discovered during the pre-construction clearance survey, within the work area or the Project’s zone of 
influence (generally 100-300 feet), construction activities should stay outside of a no-disturbance 
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buffer. The size of the no-disturbance buffer shall be a minimum of 500 feet for raptors and 300 feet 
for songbirds, unless a smaller buffer is specifically determined by the qualified wildlife biologist 
familiar with the nesting phenology of the nesting species. The buffer areas shall be avoided until the 
nests are no longer occupied and the juvenile birds can survive independently from the nests. Limits 
of construction to avoid an active nest will be established in the field with flagging, fencing, or other 
appropriate barriers; and construction personnel will be instructed on the sensitivity of nest areas. The 
qualified biologist should be present to delineate the boundaries of the buffer area and to monitor the 
active nest to ensure that nesting behavior is not adversely affected by the construction activity. Once 
the young have fledged and left the nest, or the nest otherwise becomes inactive under natural 
conditions, construction activities within the buffer area can occur. The qualified biologist has the 
authority to stop work if nesting pairs exhibit signs of disturbance. If there is no nesting activity, then 
no further action is needed for this measure. If an active nest is encountered during the Project 
construction, construction shall stop immediately until a qualified biologist can determine (1) the 
status of the nest, and (2) when work can proceed without risking violation to state or federal laws. 

Biological Resources Mitigation Measure No. 2. Prior to the start of Project activities, focused 
burrowing owl surveys shall be conducted by a qualified biologist according to the Staff Report on 
Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFG 2012 or most recent version). If burrowing owls are detected during 
the focused surveys, the qualified biologist and Project proponent shall prepare a Burrowing Owl Plan 
that shall be submitted to CDFW for review and approval prior to commencing Project activities. The 
Burrowing Owl Plan shall describe proposed avoidance, minimization, and monitoring actions. The 
Burrowing Owl Plan shall include the number and location of occupied burrow sites, acres of 
burrowing owl habitat that will be impacted, details of site monitoring, and details on proposed buffers 
and other avoidance measures if avoidance is proposed. If impacts to occupied burrowing owl habitat 
or burrow cannot be avoided, the Burrowing Owl Plan shall also describe relocation actions that will 
be implemented. Proposed implementation of burrow exclusion and closure should only be considered 
as a last resort, after all other options have been evaluated as exclusion is not in itself an avoidance, 
minimization, or mitigation method and has the possibility to result in take. If impacts to occupied 
burrows cannot be avoided, information shall be provided regarding adjacent or nearby suitable 
habitat available to owls along with proposed relocation actions. The Permittee shall implement the 
Burrowing Owl Plan following CDFW review and approval. Take avoidance surveys shall be conducted 
no less than 14 days prior to the start of Project-related activities. Burrowing owls may re-colonize a 
site after only a few days. Time lapses between Project activities trigger subsequent take avoidance 
surveys including but not limited to a final survey conducted within 24 hours prior to ground 
disturbance, in accordance with the Staff Report on Burrowing Own Mitigation (CDFG 2012 or most 
recent version). If the surveys confirm occupied burrowing owl habitat, Project activities shall be 
immediately halted. The qualified biologist shall coordinate with CDFW and prepare a Burrowing Owl 
Plan that shall be submitted to CDFW for review and approval prior to commencing Project activities.  

Biological Resources Mitigation Measure No. 3. Prior to the initiation of construction activities (i.e., 
grubbing, clearing, staging, digging), a preconstruction survey for desert tortoise is recommended 
following the USFWS guidelines for Preparing for any Action that may occur Within the Range of the 
Mojave Desert Tortoise (Gopherus agassizii). This would consist of one complete (100% coverage) 
survey of the action area prior to the initiation of construction at any time of year. The survey should 
be conducted within 7 days prior to construction beginning by a City Approved Biologist. If desert 
tortoise is found on the project site during preconstruction surveys, construction will be halted until 
the tortoise has left the area on its own and is no longer in danger. If the tortoise does not leave on its 
own, translocation of desert tortoise should only be conducted with necessary federal ESA and state 
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CESA permitting, and via an approved translocation plan pursuant to the above permits. Prior to the 
start of construction or any ground disturbance, a qualified biologist should prepare a Desert Tortoise 
Translocation Plan (DTRP) to be administered during the construction and operation of the project. 
The DTRP should be submitted to the City of Adelanto for review and approval and shall be updated 
and utilized for translocation and monitoring after construction. The DTRP should include, but not be 
limited to the following:  

1. Discussion on temporary construction fencing (if any),  

2. Description of clearance surveys of permanent exclusion areas,  

3. Transportation and release procedures,  

4. Construction schedule,  

5. Translocation/relocation areas,  

6. Monitoring and reporting. 

Biological Resources Mitigation Measure No. 4. A qualified biologist familiar with the species’ 
behavior and life history shall conduct focused surveys for Mohave ground squirrel throughout the 
Project site. Focused Mohave ground squirrel surveys shall follow the California Depart of the fish and 
game Mohave Ground Squirrel Survey Guidelines (CDFW 2023). If Mohave ground squirrel is 
observed on site or captured during any of the trapping sessions, the Project proponent shall secure 
an Incidental Take Permit (ITP) for Mohave ground squirrel before ground-disturbing activities 
commence. The ITP will specify avoidance, minimization, and mitigation conditions for temporary 
and/or permanent impacts to Mohave ground squirrel including habitat acquisition at a CDFW-
approved location and mitigation ratio.  

Biological Resources Mitigation Measure No. 5. The western Joshua tree is a candidate threatened 
species under the California Endangered Species Act. Prior to construction, and initiation of western 
Joshua tree removal, relocation, replanting, trimming or pruning or any activity that may result in 
take of WJT on site, the project proponent is required to obtain California Endangered Species Act 
(CESA) Incidental Take Permit (ITP) under Section 2081(b) of the CESA, or under the Western Joshua 
Tree Conservation Act (WJTCA) of Fish and Game Code (§§ 1927-1927.12) through CDFW for the take 
of western Joshua trees. Per Section 1927.4 of the WJTCA, CDFW may authorize, by permit, the taking 
of a western Joshua tree if all of the following conditions are met: (1) The permittee submits to CDFW 
for its approval a census of all western Joshua trees on the project site, including photographs, that 
categorize the trees according to the following size classes: a. Less than one meter in height. b. One 
meter or greater but less than five meters in height. c. Five meters or greater in height. (2) The 
permittee avoids and minimizes impacts to, and the taking of, the western Joshua tree to the maximum 
extent practicable. Minimization may include trimming, encroachment on root systems, relocation, or 
other actions that result in detrimental but nonlethal impacts to western Joshua tree. (3) The 
permittee mitigates all impacts to, and taking of, the western Joshua tree. In lieu of completing the 
mitigation on its own, the permittee may elect to pay mitigation fees. (4) CDFW may require the 
permittee to relocate one or more of the western Joshua trees. The City of Adelanto falls within an area 
of the WJTCA which qualifies for reduced Mitigation Fees for impacts to western Joshua trees (Fish 
and Wildlife Code, Section 1927). The reduced Mitigation Fees are as follows [Fish and Wildlife Code, 
Section 1927.3 (d)]: 1. Trees 5 meters of greater in height - $1,000; 2. Trees 1 meter or greater but less 
than 5 meters in height - $200; 3. Trees less than 1 meter in height - $150. Each western Joshua tree 
stem or trunk arising from the ground shall be considered an individual tree requiring mitigation, 
regardless of proximity to any other western Joshua tree stem of trunk. Mitigation is required of all 
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trees, regardless of whether they are dead or alive. It is recommended that specific Joshua tree 
mitigation measures or determination of in-lieu fees be addressed through consultation with CDFW. 

Biological Resources Mitigation Measure No. 6. A comprehensive jurisdictional analysis may be 
required in the future to analyze the impacts and area of the channel located on site. 

The following mitigation measures will be required to address potential cultural resources impacts: 

Cultural Resources Mitigation Measure No. 1. Prior to the issuance of a grading permit, the Applicant 
shall provide evidence to the City of Adelanto that a qualified archaeologist/paleontologist has been 
retained by the Project Applicant to conduct monitoring of excavation activities and has the authority 
to halt and redirect earthmoving activities in the event that suspected paleontological resources are 
unearthed. 

Cultural Resources Mitigation Measure No. 2. The archaeologist/paleontologist monitor shall conduct 
full-time monitoring during grading and excavation operations in undisturbed, very old alluvial fan 
sediments at or below four (4) feet below ground surface and shall be equipped to salvage fossils if they 
are unearthed to avoid construction delays and to remove samples of sediments that are likely to 
contain the remains of small fossil invertebrates and vertebrates. The archaeologist/paleontologist 
monitor shall be empowered to temporarily halt or divert equipment to allow of removal of abundant 
and large specimens in a timely manner. Monitoring may be reduced if the potentially fossiliferous 
units are not present in the subsurface, or if present, are determined upon exposure and examination 
by qualified archaeologist/paleontologist personnel to have a low potential to contain or yield fossil 
resources. 

Cultural Resources Mitigation Measure No. 3. Recovered specimens shall be properly prepared to a 
point of identification and permanent preservation, including screen washing sediments to recover 
small invertebrates and vertebrates, if necessary. Identification and curation of specimens into a 
professional, accredited public museum repository with a commitment to archival conservation and 
permanent retrievable storage, such as the San Bernardino County Museum in San Bernardino, 
California, is required for significant discoveries. The archaeologist/paleontologist must have a written 
repository agreement in hand prior to initiation of mitigation activities. 

Cultural Resources Mitigation Measure No. 4. A final monitoring and mitigation report of findings and 
significance shall be prepared, including lists of all fossils recovered, if any, and necessary maps and 
graphics to accurately record the original location of the specimens. The report shall be submitted to 
the City of Adelanto prior to building final. 

The following mitigation measures will be required to address potential paleontological resources impacts: 

Geology & Soils Mitigation Measure No. 1. Prior to the issuance of a grading permit, the Applicant shall 
provide evidence to the City of Adelanto that a qualified archaeologist/paleontologist has been retained 
by the Project Applicant to conduct monitoring of excavation activities and has the authority to halt and 
redirect earthmoving activities in the event that suspected paleontological resources are unearthed. 

Geology & Soils Mitigation Measure No. 2. The archaeologist/paleontologist monitor shall conduct 
full-time monitoring during grading and excavation operations in undisturbed, very old alluvial fan 
sediments at or below four (4) feet below ground surface and shall be equipped to salvage fossils if they 
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are unearthed to avoid construction delays and to remove samples of sediments that are likely to 
contain the remains of small fossil invertebrates and vertebrates. The archaeologist/paleontologist 
monitor shall be empowered to temporarily halt or divert equipment to allow of removal of abundant 
and large specimens in a timely manner. Monitoring may be reduced if the potentially fossiliferous 
units are not present in the subsurface, or if present, are determined upon exposure and examination 
by qualified archaeologist/paleontologist personnel to have a low potential to contain or yield fossil 
resources. 

Geology & Soils Mitigation Measure No. 3. Recovered specimens shall be properly prepared to a point 
of identification and permanent preservation, including screen washing sediments to recover small 
invertebrates and vertebrates, if necessary. Identification and curation of specimens into a professional, 
accredited public museum repository with a commitment to archival conservation and permanent 
retrievable storage, such as the San Bernardino County Museum in San Bernardino, California, is 
required for significant discoveries. The archaeologist/paleontologist must have a written repository 
agreement in hand prior to initiation of mitigation activities. 

Geology & Soils Mitigation Measure No.4. A final monitoring and mitigation report of findings and 
significance shall be prepared, including lists of all fossils recovered, if any, and necessary maps and 
graphics to accurately record the original location of the specimens. The report shall be submitted to 
the San Bernardino County Museum prior to building final. 

The monitoring and reporting for the mitigation measures, including the period for implementation, 
monitoring agency, and the monitoring action, are identified in Table 4-1. 
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Table 4-1 Mitigation Monitoring Program 

MEASURE 
ENFORCEMENT  

AGENCY 
MONITORING 

PHASE  
VERIFICATION 

AIR QUALITY 

Air Quality Mitigation Measure No. 1. Indoor air must be filtered so as to remove VOCs 
from the indoor air envelope. The filtration equipment must be installed prior to the issuance of 
an Occupancy Permit. 

City of Adelanto Community 
Development Department  

(The Applicant is responsible 
for implementation) 

Prior to the start of any 
construction related 

activities.  

Mitigation ends at the 
completion of the 

construction phase. 

Date: 

Name & Title: 

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

Biological Resources Mitigation Measure No. 1. Regardless of the time of year, a pre-
construction clearance survey for nesting birds should be conducted no more than three (3) days 
prior to the start of any vegetation removal or ground disturbing activities to ensure that no 
nesting birds will be disturbed during construction. The qualified biologist conducting the 
clearance survey shall conduct the survey within the Project areas (including access routes) and a 
500-foot buffer surrounding the Project areas. Pre-construction surveys shall focus on both direct 
and indirect evidence of nesting, including nest locations and nesting behavior. The qualified 
biologist shall make every effort to avoid potential nest predation as a result of survey and 
monitoring efforts. If an active avian nest is discovered during the pre-construction clearance 
survey, within the work area or the Project’s zone of influence (generally 100-300 feet), 
construction activities should stay outside of a no-disturbance buffer. The size of the no-
disturbance buffer shall be a minimum of 500 feet for raptors and 300 feet for songbirds, unless a 
smaller buffer is specifically determined by the qualified wildlife biologist familiar with the 
nesting phenology of the nesting species. The buffer areas shall be avoided until the nests are no 
longer occupied and the juvenile birds can survive independently from the nests. Limits of 
construction to avoid an active nest will be established in the field with flagging, fencing, or other 
appropriate barriers; and construction personnel will be instructed on the sensitivity of nest 
areas. The qualified biologist should be present to delineate the boundaries of the buffer area and 
to monitor the active nest to ensure that nesting behavior is not adversely affected by the 
construction activity. Once the young have fledged and left the nest, or the nest otherwise 
becomes inactive under natural conditions, construction activities within the buffer area can 
occur. The qualified biologist has the authority to stop work if nesting pairs exhibit signs of 
disturbance. If there is no nesting activity, then no further action is needed for this measure. If an 
active nest is encountered during the Project construction, construction shall stop immediately 
until a qualified biologist can determine (1) the status of the nest, and (2) when work can proceed 
without risking violation to state or federal laws. 

City of Adelanto Community 
Development Department  

(The Applicant is responsible 
for implementation) 

Prior to the start of any 
construction related 

activities.  

Mitigation ends at the 
completion of the 

construction phase. 

Date: 

 

Name & Title: 
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Table 4-1 Mitigation Monitoring Program 

MEASURE 
ENFORCEMENT  

AGENCY 
MONITORING 

PHASE  
VERIFICATION 

Biological Resources Mitigation Measure No. 2. Prior to the start of Project activities, 
focused burrowing owl surveys shall be conducted by a qualified biologist according to the Staff 
Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFG 2012 or most recent version). If burrowing owls are 
detected during the focused surveys, the qualified biologist and Project proponent shall prepare a 
Burrowing Owl Plan that shall be submitted to CDFW for review and approval prior to 
commencing Project activities. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall describe proposed avoidance, 
minimization, and monitoring actions. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall include the number and 
location of occupied burrow sites, acres of burrowing owl habitat that will be impacted, details of 
site monitoring, and details on proposed buffers and other avoidance measures if avoidance is 
proposed. If impacts to occupied burrowing owl habitat or burrow cannot be avoided, the 
Burrowing Owl Plan shall also describe relocation actions that will be implemented. Proposed 
implementation of burrow exclusion and closure should only be considered as a last resort, after 
all other options have been evaluated as exclusion is not in itself an avoidance, minimization, or 
mitigation method and has the possibility to result in take. If impacts to occupied burrows cannot 
be avoided, information shall be provided regarding adjacent or nearby suitable habitat available 
to owls along with proposed relocation actions. The Permittee shall implement the Burrowing 
Owl Plan following CDFW review and approval. Take avoidance surveys shall be conducted no 
less than 14 days prior to the start of Project-related activities. Burrowing owls may re-colonize a 
site after only a few days. Time lapses between Project activities trigger subsequent take 
avoidance surveys including but not limited to a final survey conducted within 24 hours prior to 
ground disturbance, in accordance with the Staff Report on Burrowing Own Mitigation (CDFG 
2012 or most recent version). If the surveys confirm occupied burrowing owl habitat, Project 
activities shall be immediately halted. The qualified biologist shall coordinate with CDFW and 
prepare a Burrowing Owl Plan that shall be submitted to CDFW for review and approval prior to 
commencing Project activities.  

City of Adelanto Community 
Development Department  

(The Applicant is responsible 
for implementation) 

Prior to the start of any 
construction related 

activities.  

Mitigation ends at the 
completion of the 

construction phase. 

Date: 

Name & Title: 
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Table 4-1 Mitigation Monitoring Program 

MEASURE 
ENFORCEMENT  

AGENCY 
MONITORING 

PHASE  
VERIFICATION 

Biological Resources Mitigation Measure No. 3. Prior to the initiation of construction 
activities (i.e., grubbing, clearing, staging, digging), a preconstruction survey for desert tortoise is 
recommended following the USFWS guidelines for Preparing for any Action that may occur 
Within the Range of the Mojave Desert Tortoise (Gopherus agassizii). This would consist of one 
complete (100% coverage) survey of the action area prior to the initiation of construction at any 
time of year. The survey should be conducted within 7 days prior to construction beginning by a 
City Approved Biologist. If desert tortoise is found on the project site during preconstruction 
surveys, construction will be halted until the tortoise has left the area on its own and is no longer 
in danger. If the tortoise does not leave on its own, translocation of desert tortoise should only be 
conducted with necessary federal ESA and state CESA permitting, and via an approved 
translocation plan pursuant to the above permits. Prior to the start of construction or any ground 
disturbance, a qualified biologist should prepare a Desert Tortoise Translocation Plan (DTRP) to 
be administered during the construction and operation of the project. The DTRP should be 
submitted to the City of Adelanto for review and approval and shall be updated and utilized for 
translocation and monitoring after construction. The DTRP should include, but not be limited to 
the following:  

1. Discussion on temporary construction fencing (if any),  

2. Description of clearance surveys of permanent exclusion areas,  

3. Transportation and release procedures,  

4. Construction schedule,  

5. Translocation/relocation areas,  

6. Monitoring and reporting. 

City of Adelanto Community 
Development Department  

(The Applicant is responsible 
for implementation) 

Prior to the start of any 
construction related 

activities.  

Mitigation ends at the 
completion of the 

construction phase. 

Date: 

Name & Title: 

Biological Resources Mitigation Measure No. 4. A qualified biologist familiar with the 
species’ behavior and life history shall conduct focused surveys for Mohave ground squirrel 
throughout the Project site. Focused Mohave ground squirrel surveys shall follow the California 
Depart of the fish and game Mohave Ground Squirrel Survey Guidelines (CDFW 2023). If Mohave 
ground squirrel is observed on site or captured during any of the trapping sessions, the Project 
proponent shall secure an Incidental Take Permit (ITP) for Mohave ground squirrel before 
ground-disturbing activities commence. The ITP will specify avoidance, minimization, and 
mitigation conditions for temporary and/or permanent impacts to Mohave ground squirrel 
including habitat acquisition at a CDFW-approved location and mitigation ratio.  

City of Adelanto Community 
Development Department  

(The Applicant is responsible 
for implementation) 

Prior to the start of any 
construction related 

activities.  

Mitigation ends at the 
completion of the 

construction phase. 

Date: 

Name & Title: 
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Table 4-1 Mitigation Monitoring Program 

MEASURE 
ENFORCEMENT  

AGENCY 
MONITORING 

PHASE  
VERIFICATION 

Biological Resources Mitigation Measure No. 5. The western Joshua tree is a candidate 
threatened species under the California Endangered Species Act. Prior to construction, and 
initiation of western Joshua tree removal, relocation, replanting, trimming or pruning or any 
activity that may result in take of WJT on site, the project proponent is required to obtain 
California Endangered Species Act (CESA) Incidental Take Permit (ITP) under Section 2081(b) of 
the CESA, or under the Western Joshua Tree Conservation Act (WJTCA) of Fish and Game Code 
(§§ 1927-1927.12) through CDFW for the take of western Joshua trees. Per Section 1927.4 of the 
WJTCA, CDFW may authorize, by permit, the taking of a western Joshua tree if all of the 
following conditions are met: (1) The permittee submits to CDFW for its approval a census of all 
western Joshua trees on the project site, including photographs, that categorize the trees 
according to the following size classes: a. Less than one meter in height. b. One meter or greater 
but less than five meters in height. c. Five meters or greater in height. (2) The permittee avoids 
and minimizes impacts to, and the taking of, the western Joshua tree to the maximum extent 
practicable. Minimization may include trimming, encroachment on root systems, relocation, or 
other actions that result in detrimental but nonlethal impacts to western Joshua tree. (3) The 
permittee mitigates all impacts to, and taking of, the western Joshua tree. In lieu of completing 
the mitigation on its own, the permittee may elect to pay mitigation fees. (4) CDFW may require 
the permittee to relocate one or more of the western Joshua trees. The City of Adelanto falls 
within an area of the WJTCA which qualifies for reduced Mitigation Fees for impacts to western 
Joshua trees (Fish and Wildlife Code, Section 1927). The reduced Mitigation Fees are as follows 
[Fish and Wildlife Code, Section 1927.3 (d)]: 1. Trees 5 meters of greater in height - $1,000; 2. 
Trees 1 meter or greater but less than 5 meters in height - $200; 3. Trees less than 1 meter in 
height - $150. Each western Joshua tree stem or trunk arising from the ground shall be 
considered an individual tree requiring mitigation, regardless of proximity to any other western 
Joshua tree stem of trunk. Mitigation is required of all trees, regardless of whether they are dead 
or alive. It is recommended that specific Joshua tree mitigation measures or determination of in-
lieu fees be addressed through consultation with CDFW. 

City of Adelanto Community 
Development Department  

(The Applicant is responsible 
for implementation) 

Prior to the start of any 
construction related 

activities.  

Mitigation ends at the 
completion of the 

construction phase. 

Date: 

Name & Title: 

Biological Resources Mitigation Measure No. 6. A comprehensive jurisdictional analysis 
may be required in the future to analyze the impacts and area of the channel located on site. 

City of Adelanto Community 
Development Department  

(The Applicant is responsible 
for implementation) 

Prior to the start of any 
construction related 

activities.  

Mitigation ends at the 
completion of the 

construction phase. 

Date: 

Name & Title: 
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Table 4-1 Mitigation Monitoring Program 

MEASURE 
ENFORCEMENT  

AGENCY 
MONITORING 

PHASE  
VERIFICATION 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Cultural Resources Mitigation Measure No. 1. Prior to the issuance of a grading permit, 
the Applicant shall provide evidence to the City of Adelanto that a qualified 
archaeologist/paleontologist has been retained by the Project Applicant to conduct monitoring of 
excavation activities and has the authority to halt and redirect earthmoving activities in the event 
that suspected paleontological resources are unearthed. 

City of Adelanto Community 
Development Department  

(The Applicant is responsible 
for implementation) 

Prior to the start of any 
construction related activities. 

Mitigation ends at the 
completion of the 

construction phase. 

Date: 

Name & Title: 

Cultural Resources Mitigation Measure No. 2. The archaeologist/paleontologist monitor 
shall conduct full-time monitoring during grading and excavation operations in undisturbed, very 
old alluvial fan sediments at or below four (4) feet below ground surface and shall be equipped to 
salvage fossils if they are unearthed to avoid construction delays and to remove samples of 
sediments that are likely to contain the remains of small fossil invertebrates and vertebrates. The 
archaeologist/paleontologist monitor shall be empowered to temporarily halt or divert equipment 
to allow of removal of abundant and large specimens in a timely manner. Monitoring may be 
reduced if the potentially fossiliferous units are not present in the subsurface, or if present, are 
determined upon exposure and examination by qualified archaeologist/paleontologist personnel 
to have a low potential to contain or yield fossil resources. 

City of Adelanto Community 
Development Department  

(The Applicant is responsible 
for implementation) 

During the project’s 
construction phase. 

Mitigation ends at the 
completion of the 

construction phase. 

Date: 

Name & Title: 

Cultural Resources Mitigation Measure No. 3. Recovered specimens shall be properly 
prepared to a point of identification and permanent preservation, including screen washing 
sediments to recover small invertebrates and vertebrates, if necessary. Identification and curation 
of specimens into a professional, accredited public museum repository with a commitment to 
archival conservation and permanent retrievable storage, such as the San Bernardino County 
Museum in San Bernardino, California, is required for significant discoveries. The 
archaeologist/paleontologist must have a written repository agreement in hand prior to initiation 
of mitigation activities. 

City of Adelanto Community 
Development Department  

(The Applicant is responsible 
for implementation) 

Prior to the start of any 
construction related activities.  

Mitigation ends at the 
completion of the 

construction phase. 

Date: 

Name & Title: 

Cultural Resources Mitigation Measure No. 4. A final monitoring and mitigation report of 
findings and significance shall be prepared, including lists of all fossils recovered, if any, and 
necessary maps and graphics to accurately record the original location of the specimens. The 
report shall be submitted to the City of Adelanto prior to building final. 

City of Adelanto Community 
Development Department  

(The Applicant is responsible 
for implementation) 

Prior to the start of any 
construction related activities.  

Mitigation ends at the 
completion of the 

construction phase. 

Date: 

Name & Title: 



INITIAL STUDY & MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION ● ARC TIRE RECYCLING FACILITY  

NEC OF BEAVER ROAD AND CACTUS ROAD ● APN 3129-551-05 ● CUP 23-08 & LDP 23-10 

 

INITIAL STUDY MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION PAGE 95 

Table 4-1 Mitigation Monitoring Program 

MEASURE 
ENFORCEMENT  

AGENCY 
MONITORING 

PHASE  
VERIFICATION 

GEOLOGY & SOILS  

Geology & Soils Mitigation Measure No. 1. Prior to the issuance of a grading permit, the 
Applicant shall provide evidence to the City of Adelanto that a qualified 
archaeologist/paleontologist has been retained by the Project Applicant to conduct monitoring of 
excavation activities and has the authority to halt and redirect earthmoving activities in the event 
that suspected paleontological resources are unearthed. 

City of Adelanto Community 
Development Department  

(The Applicant is responsible 
for implementation) 

Prior to the start of any 
construction related activities.  

Mitigation ends at the 
completion of the 

construction phase. 

Date: 

Name & Title: 

Geology & Soils Mitigation Measure No. 2. The archaeologist/paleontologist monitor shall 
conduct full-time monitoring during grading and excavation operations in undisturbed, very old 
alluvial fan sediments at or below four (4) feet below ground surface and shall be equipped to 
salvage fossils if they are unearthed to avoid construction delays and to remove samples of 
sediments that are likely to contain the remains of small fossil invertebrates and vertebrates. The 
archaeologist/paleontologist monitor shall be empowered to temporarily halt or divert equipment 
to allow of removal of abundant and large specimens in a timely manner. Monitoring may be 
reduced if the potentially fossiliferous units are not present in the subsurface, or if present, are 
determined upon exposure and examination by qualified archaeologist/paleontologist personnel 
to have a low potential to contain or yield fossil resources. 

City of Adelanto Community 
Development Department  

(The Applicant is responsible 
for implementation) 

During the project’s 
construction phase. 

Mitigation ends at the 
completion of the 

construction phase. 

Date: 

Name & Title: 

Geology & Soils Mitigation Measure No. 3. Recovered specimens shall be properly prepared 
to a point of identification and permanent preservation, including screen washing sediments to 
recover small invertebrates and vertebrates, if necessary. Identification and curation of specimens 
into a professional, accredited public museum repository with a commitment to archival 
conservation and permanent retrievable storage, such as the San Bernardino County Museum in 
San Bernardino, California, is required for significant discoveries. The 
archaeologist/paleontologist must have a written repository agreement in hand prior to initiation 
of mitigation activities. 

City of Adelanto Community 
Development Department  

(The Applicant is responsible 
for implementation) 

Prior to the start of any 
construction related activities.  

Mitigation ends at the 
completion of the 

construction phase. 

Date: 

Name & Title: 

Geology & Soils Mitigation Measure No.4. A final monitoring and mitigation report of 
findings and significance shall be prepared, including lists of all fossils recovered, if any, and 
necessary maps and graphics to accurately record the original location of the specimens. The 
report shall be submitted to the San Bernardino County Museum prior to building final. 

City of Adelanto Community 
Development Department  

(The Applicant is responsible 
for implementation) 

Prior to the start of any 
construction related activities.  

Mitigation ends at the 
completion of the 

construction phase. 

Date: 

Name & Title: 
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SECTION 5. REFERENCES 

5.1 PREPARERS 

Blodgett Baylosis Environmental Planning  

2211 S Hacienda Boulevard, Suite 107 

Hacienda Heights, CA 91745 

(626) 336-0033 

 

Marc Blodgett, Project Principal 

Brian Wong, Project Planner, GIS Technician 

5.2 REFERENCES 

The references that were consulted have been identified using footnotes.  
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