
STATE OF CALIFORNIA                                                                                                                      Gavin Newsom, Governor 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
505 VAN NESS AVENUE                                                                                                                                                                                            

SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3298 

 

 

October 2, 2023 

Danelle Gutierrez. Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Sally Mannin, Environmental Director 
James Rambeau, Chairperson 
Big Pine Paiute Tribe of Owens Valley 
P. O. Box 700 
Big Pine, CA, 93513 
 
Re: California Environmental Quality Act Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1(b) 

pursuant to California Assembly Bill 52, Formal Notification of Proposed Gorman 
Kern River Transmission Line Rating and Remediation Project 

Dear Ms. Gutierrez, Ms. Mannin and Chairperson Rambeau, 
 
I’m Eric Chiang, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) project manager for the proposed 
Southern California Edison (SCE) Gorman-Kern River (GKR) Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation (TLRR) Project (proposed project) that is under the jurisdiction of the CPUC, the 
lead agency responsible for environmental review of the project in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Pursuant to California Assembly Bill (AB) 52, the CPUC is 
providing you with formal notification of the proposed project, located within Kern County and 
northwest Los Angeles County, California, near the cities of Bakersfield, Arvin and Tehachapi 
and near the communities of Grapevine and Gorman, California. The CPUC, as lead agency, is 
contacting Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the proposed project’s 
geographic area who have requested formal notification of projects pursuant to Public Resources 
Code (PRC) Section 21080.3.1(b) or on the NAHC tribal contact list for formal Native American 
consultation from NAHC as requested by the CPUC for best practices compliance. The present 
notice includes: 

 A description of the proposed project and location; 

 A summary of cultural resources work to date, and summary of associated information that 
can be made available upon request;  

 A clear and definitive statement that the tribe has 30 days to request consultation; and 

 The lead agency contact information. 
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Project Description and Location 

Southern California Edison (SCE) has filed an application with the CPUC for a permit to 
construct (PTC) for the proposed project. The application was deemed complete on September 
20, 2023 and includes the Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (PEA) prepared by SCE.  

SCE is proposing to rebuild portions of their existing subtransmission system located in Kern 
County and Los Angeles County. The proposed project would involve replacing conductor and 
support structures along the existing Banducci-Kern River 66 kV Subtransmission Line, 
Frazier Park-Gorman 66 kV Subtransmission Line, Gorman-Kern River 66 kV 
Subtransmission Line, as well as modifying existing substations facilities associated with those 
lines. A map of the proposed project alignment is provided in Attachment A. The project 
corridor traverses residential, commercial, agricultural, recreation, and open space land uses. 

The proposed project involves transmission system upgrades along five segments, summarized 
as follows: 

 Segment 1: Kern River 1 Hydroelectric Substation – Structure M20-T3. Segment 
1 is located east of the cities of Arvin and Bakersfield. The majority of existing 
structures and all conductors would be removed, and new structures and conductor 
would be installed along the 20.4 linear miles of Segment 1. Some existing structures 
would be reused. Optical Ground Wire (OPGW) would be installed on the new 
structures. 

 Segment 2: Structure M20 – T3-Structure M46-T6. Segment 2 is located in the 
southeast portion of the San Joaquin Valley. The existing structures and conductor 
would be removed, and new structures and conductor would be installed along the 
26.5 linear miles of Segment 2. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 3: Structure M46-T6 – Gorman Substation. Segment 3 is located in the 
Tehachapi Mountains. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and 
new structures and conductor would be installed along the 4.1 linear miles of 
Segment 3. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 4: Structure M20-T3 – Structure M11-T3. Segment 4 is located in the 
Tejon Hills. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and new 
structures and conductor would be installed along the 11.3 linear miles of Segment 4. 
OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 5: Pole X7666E – Banducci Substation. Segment 5 is located in the 
Cummings Valley. Existing structures would be removed, replacement structures 
would be installed, and other structures would be modified. The existing conductor 



Danelle Gutierrez, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer  
October 2, 2023 

Page 3 

and cable attached to the existing structures would be transferred to the replacement 
poles; third-party infrastructure may be left in-place on existing structures. Insulators 
and other hardware on adjoining structures may be modified to accommodate the 
taller replacement structures. Segment 5 includes 3 linear miles of All-Dielectric 
Self-Supporting (ADSS) fiber optic cable. 

The work at existing substations would include removing and installing conductor, installing 
system protection equipment and cable, and modifying existing system protection equipment. 

Summary of Cultural Resources Work and Documentation 

In 2017, SCE conducted the initial cultural resources records search at the California Historic 
Resources Information Center (CHRIS), South Central Coastal Information (SCCIC) and Southern 
San Joaquin Valley Information Center (SSJVIC) for the proposed project. In 2022, SCE 
conducted a supplemental internal records search. The records search indicated that 24 previously 
recorded resources were mapped within the APE/API. The prehistoric resources (n=8) include 
bedrock milling features, lithic scatters, and isolated lithic materials. The historic resources (n=13) 
include one historic homestead, one historic barn with farming equipment, one historic concrete 
pad, one historic landmark marker, and one historic isolate. Three archaeological resources within 
the APE/API are identified as multi-component (both historic and prehistoric).  

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) search was conducted 
by Arcadis on behalf of SCE on January 23, 2020, The NAHC responded on February 13, 2020, 
stating that the Sacred Lands File (SLF) database resulted in negative results for previously 
identified sacred sites in the vicinity of the proposed project alignment. The NAHC included a list 
of 26 Native American groups associated with the proposed project vicinity that are culturally 
affiliated with the project area and may have additional information on the project area. In addition, 
an NAHC tribal list for formal Native American consultation was requested by the CPUC for AB 
52 best practices compliance.  In January 2022, letters were sent to the Native American groups 
included on the NAHC list to solicit additional information regarding the potential for resources 
within the proposed project area that may be significant to the tribal groups contacted.  

Consultation Request 

I am your main point of contact for this project.  If you have any comments or concerns 
regarding potential impacts to tribal cultural resources (as defined in Public Resources Code § 
21074) in relation to the proposed project, or would like to request any additional information, 
please contact me at Eric.Chiang@cpuc.ca.gov, copying our project consultant at 
KernRiverTLRR@panoramaenv.com within 30 days of receipt of this notice with a formal 
request for consultation. You may also mail correspondence to me at the address below, however 
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emailing is the most expeditious method of communicating, and provides an opportunity for me 
to respond immediately.  The CPUC can also be contacted through the following project website: 
https://ia.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/panoramaenv/Kern_River/index.html  

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
CPUC Project Manager
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue   
San Francisco, CA, 94102-3298 

Attachments: Proposed Project Overview Map 

Sincerely,

E i Chi



 

Attachment A: Proposed Project Overview Map 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA                                                                                                                      Gavin Newsom, Governor 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
505 VAN NESS AVENUE                                                                                                                                                                                            

SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3298 

 

 

October 2, 2023 

Julio Quair, Chairperson 
Chumash Council of Bakersfield 
729 Texas Street 
Bakersfield, CA, 93307 
 

Re: California Environmental Quality Act Public Resources Code section 
21080.3.1(b) pursuant to California Assembly Bill 52, Formal Notification 
of Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation Project 

Dear Chairperson Quair, 
 
I’m Eric Chiang, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) project manager for the proposed 
Southern California Edison (SCE) Gorman-Kern River (GKR) Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation (TLRR) Project (proposed project) that is under the jurisdiction of the CPUC, the 
lead agency responsible for environmental review of the project in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Pursuant to California Assembly Bill (AB) 52, the CPUC is 
providing you with formal notification of the proposed project, located within Kern County and 
northwest Los Angeles County, California, near the cities of Bakersfield, Arvin and Tehachapi 
and near the communities of Grapevine and Gorman, California. The CPUC, as lead agency, is 
contacting Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the proposed project’s 
geographic area who have requested formal notification of projects pursuant to Public Resources 
Code (PRC) Section 21080.3.1(b) or on the NAHC tribal contact list for formal Native American 
consultation from NAHC as requested by the CPUC for best practices compliance. The present 
notice includes: 

 A description of the proposed project and location; 

 A summary of cultural resources work to date, and summary of associated information that 
can be made available upon request;  

 A clear and definitive statement that the tribe has 30 days to request consultation; and 

 The lead agency contact information. 
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Project Description and Location 

Southern California Edison (SCE) has filed an application with the CPUC for a permit to 
construct (PTC) for the proposed project. The application was deemed complete on September 
20, 2023 and includes the Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (PEA) prepared by SCE.  

SCE is proposing to rebuild portions of their existing subtransmission system located in Kern 
County and Los Angeles County. The proposed project would involve replacing conductor and 
support structures along the existing Banducci-Kern River 66 kV Subtransmission Line, 
Frazier Park-Gorman 66 kV Subtransmission Line, Gorman-Kern River 66 kV 
Subtransmission Line, as well as modifying existing substations facilities associated with those 
lines. A map of the proposed project alignment is provided in Attachment A. The project 
corridor traverses residential, commercial, agricultural, recreation, and open space land uses. 

The proposed project involves transmission system upgrades along five segments, summarized 
as follows: 

 Segment 1: Kern River 1 Hydroelectric Substation – Structure M20-T3. Segment 
1 is located east of the cities of Arvin and Bakersfield. The majority of existing 
structures and all conductors would be removed, and new structures and conductor 
would be installed along the 20.4 linear miles of Segment 1. Some existing structures 
would be reused. Optical Ground Wire (OPGW) would be installed on the new 
structures. 

 Segment 2: Structure M20 – T3-Structure M46-T6. Segment 2 is located in the 
southeast portion of the San Joaquin Valley. The existing structures and conductor 
would be removed, and new structures and conductor would be installed along the 
26.5 linear miles of Segment 2. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 3: Structure M46-T6 – Gorman Substation. Segment 3 is located in the 
Tehachapi Mountains. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and 
new structures and conductor would be installed along the 4.1 linear miles of 
Segment 3. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 4: Structure M20-T3 – Structure M11-T3. Segment 4 is located in the 
Tejon Hills. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and new 
structures and conductor would be installed along the 11.3 linear miles of Segment 4. 
OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 5: Pole X7666E – Banducci Substation. Segment 5 is located in the 
Cummings Valley. Existing structures would be removed, replacement structures 
would be installed, and other structures would be modified. The existing conductor 
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and cable attached to the existing structures would be transferred to the replacement 
poles; third-party infrastructure may be left in-place on existing structures. Insulators 
and other hardware on adjoining structures may be modified to accommodate the 
taller replacement structures. Segment 5 includes 3 linear miles of All-Dielectric 
Self-Supporting (ADSS) fiber optic cable. 

The work at existing substations would include removing and installing conductor, installing 
system protection equipment and cable, and modifying existing system protection equipment. 

Summary of Cultural Resources Work and Documentation 

In 2017, SCE conducted the initial cultural resources records search at the California Historic 
Resources Information Center (CHRIS), South Central Coastal Information (SCCIC) and Southern 
San Joaquin Valley Information Center (SSJVIC) for the proposed project. In 2022, SCE 
conducted a supplemental internal records search. The records search indicated that 24 previously 
recorded resources were mapped within the APE/API. The prehistoric resources (n=8) include 
bedrock milling features, lithic scatters, and isolated lithic materials. The historic resources (n=13) 
include one historic homestead, one historic barn with farming equipment, one historic concrete 
pad, one historic landmark marker, and one historic isolate. Three archaeological resources within 
the APE/API are identified as multi-component (both historic and prehistoric).  

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) search was conducted 
by Arcadis on behalf of SCE on January 23, 2020, The NAHC responded on February 13, 2020, 
stating that the Sacred Lands File (SLF) database resulted in negative results for previously 
identified sacred sites in the vicinity of the proposed project alignment. The NAHC included a list 
of 26 Native American groups associated with the proposed project vicinity that are culturally 
affiliated with the project area and may have additional information on the project area. In addition, 
an NAHC tribal list for formal Native American consultation was requested by the CPUC for AB 
52 best practices compliance.  In January 2022, letters were sent to the Native American groups 
included on the NAHC list to solicit additional information regarding the potential for resources 
within the proposed project area that may be significant to the tribal groups contacted.  

Consultation Request 

I am your main point of contact for this project.  If you have any comments or concerns 
regarding potential impacts to tribal cultural resources (as defined in Public Resources Code § 
21074) in relation to the proposed project, or would like to request any additional information, 
please contact me at Eric.Chiang@cpuc.ca.gov, copying our project consultant at 
KernRiverTLRR@panoramaenv.com within 30 days of receipt of this notice with a formal 
request for consultation. You may also mail correspondence to me at the address below, however 
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emailing is the most expeditious method of communicating, and provides an opportunity for me 
to respond immediately.  The CPUC can also be contacted through the following project website: 
https://ia.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/panoramaenv/Kern_River/index.html  

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
CPUC Project Manager
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue   
San Francisco, CA, 94102-3298 

Attachments: Proposed Project Overview Map

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA                                                                                                                      Gavin Newsom, Governor 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
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SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3298 

 

 

October 2, 2023 

Mariza Sullivan, Chairperson 
Coastal Band of the Chumash Nation 
P. O. Box 40653 
Santa Barbara, CA, 93140 
 

Re: California Environmental Quality Act Public Resources Code section 
21080.3.1(b) pursuant to California Assembly Bill 52, Formal Notification 
of Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation Project 

Dear Chairperson Sullivan, 
 
I’m Eric Chiang, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) project manager for the proposed 
Southern California Edison (SCE) Gorman-Kern River (GKR) Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation (TLRR) Project (proposed project) that is under the jurisdiction of the CPUC, the 
lead agency responsible for environmental review of the project in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Pursuant to California Assembly Bill (AB) 52, the CPUC is 
providing you with formal notification of the proposed project, located within Kern County and 
northwest Los Angeles County, California, near the cities of Bakersfield, Arvin and Tehachapi 
and near the communities of Grapevine and Gorman, California. The CPUC, as lead agency, is 
contacting Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the proposed project’s 
geographic area who have requested formal notification of projects pursuant to Public Resources 
Code (PRC) Section 21080.3.1(b) or on the NAHC tribal contact list for formal Native American 
consultation from NAHC as requested by the CPUC for best practices compliance. The present 
notice includes: 

 A description of the proposed project and location; 

 A summary of cultural resources work to date, and summary of associated information that 
can be made available upon request;  

 A clear and definitive statement that the tribe has 30 days to request consultation; and 

 The lead agency contact information. 
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Project Description and Location 

Southern California Edison (SCE) has filed an application with the CPUC for a permit to 
construct (PTC) for the proposed project. The application was deemed complete on September 
20, 2023 and includes the Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (PEA) prepared by SCE.  

SCE is proposing to rebuild portions of their existing subtransmission system located in Kern 
County and Los Angeles County. The proposed project would involve replacing conductor and 
support structures along the existing Banducci-Kern River 66 kV Subtransmission Line, 
Frazier Park-Gorman 66 kV Subtransmission Line, Gorman-Kern River 66 kV 
Subtransmission Line, as well as modifying existing substations facilities associated with those 
lines. A map of the proposed project alignment is provided in Attachment A. The project 
corridor traverses residential, commercial, agricultural, recreation, and open space land uses. 

The proposed project involves transmission system upgrades along five segments, summarized 
as follows: 

 Segment 1: Kern River 1 Hydroelectric Substation – Structure M20-T3. Segment 
1 is located east of the cities of Arvin and Bakersfield. The majority of existing 
structures and all conductors would be removed, and new structures and conductor 
would be installed along the 20.4 linear miles of Segment 1. Some existing structures 
would be reused. Optical Ground Wire (OPGW) would be installed on the new 
structures. 

 Segment 2: Structure M20 – T3-Structure M46-T6. Segment 2 is located in the 
southeast portion of the San Joaquin Valley. The existing structures and conductor 
would be removed, and new structures and conductor would be installed along the 
26.5 linear miles of Segment 2. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 3: Structure M46-T6 – Gorman Substation. Segment 3 is located in the 
Tehachapi Mountains. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and 
new structures and conductor would be installed along the 4.1 linear miles of 
Segment 3. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 4: Structure M20-T3 – Structure M11-T3. Segment 4 is located in the 
Tejon Hills. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and new 
structures and conductor would be installed along the 11.3 linear miles of Segment 4. 
OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 5: Pole X7666E – Banducci Substation. Segment 5 is located in the 
Cummings Valley. Existing structures would be removed, replacement structures 
would be installed, and other structures would be modified. The existing conductor 
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and cable attached to the existing structures would be transferred to the replacement 
poles; third-party infrastructure may be left in-place on existing structures. Insulators 
and other hardware on adjoining structures may be modified to accommodate the 
taller replacement structures. Segment 5 includes 3 linear miles of All-Dielectric 
Self-Supporting (ADSS) fiber optic cable. 

The work at existing substations would include removing and installing conductor, installing 
system protection equipment and cable, and modifying existing system protection equipment. 

Summary of Cultural Resources Work and Documentation 

In 2017, SCE conducted the initial cultural resources records search at the California Historic 
Resources Information Center (CHRIS), South Central Coastal Information (SCCIC) and Southern 
San Joaquin Valley Information Center (SSJVIC) for the proposed project. In 2022, SCE 
conducted a supplemental internal records search. The records search indicated that 24 previously 
recorded resources were mapped within the APE/API. The prehistoric resources (n=8) include 
bedrock milling features, lithic scatters, and isolated lithic materials. The historic resources (n=13) 
include one historic homestead, one historic barn with farming equipment, one historic concrete 
pad, one historic landmark marker, and one historic isolate. Three archaeological resources within 
the APE/API are identified as multi-component (both historic and prehistoric).  

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) search was conducted 
by Arcadis on behalf of SCE on January 23, 2020, The NAHC responded on February 13, 2020, 
stating that the Sacred Lands File (SLF) database resulted in negative results for previously 
identified sacred sites in the vicinity of the proposed project alignment. The NAHC included a list 
of 26 Native American groups associated with the proposed project vicinity that are culturally 
affiliated with the project area and may have additional information on the project area. In addition, 
an NAHC tribal list for formal Native American consultation was requested by the CPUC for AB 
52 best practices compliance.  In January 2022, letters were sent to the Native American groups 
included on the NAHC list to solicit additional information regarding the potential for resources 
within the proposed project area that may be significant to the tribal groups contacted.  

Consultation Request 

I am your main point of contact for this project.  If you have any comments or concerns 
regarding potential impacts to tribal cultural resources (as defined in Public Resources Code § 
21074) in relation to the proposed project, or would like to request any additional information, 
please contact me at Eric.Chiang@cpuc.ca.gov, copying our project consultant at 
KernRiverTLRR@panoramaenv.com within 30 days of receipt of this notice with a formal 
request for consultation. You may also mail correspondence to me at the address below, however 
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emailing is the most expeditious method of communicating, and provides an opportunity for me 
to respond immediately.  The CPUC can also be contacted through the following project website: 
https://ia.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/panoramaenv/Kern_River/index.html  

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
CPUC Project Manager
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue   
San Francisco, CA, 94102-3298 

Attachments: Proposed Project Overview Map 

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
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October 2, 2023 

Sarah Brunzell, Manager - Cultural Resources Management Division 
Tribal Historic and Cultural Preservation Department 
Fernandeno Tataviam Band of Mission Indians 
1019 Second Street, Suite 1 
San Fernando, CA, 91340 

 
Re: California Environmental Quality Act Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1(b) 

pursuant to California Assembly Bill 52, Formal Notification of Proposed Gorman 
Kern River Transmission Line Rating and Remediation Project 

 
Dear Ms. Brunzell, 
 
I’m Eric Chiang, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) project manager for the proposed 
Southern California Edison (SCE) Gorman-Kern River (GKR) Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation (TLRR) Project (proposed project) that is under the jurisdiction of the CPUC, the 
lead agency responsible for environmental review of the project in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Pursuant to California Assembly Bill (AB) 52, the CPUC is 
providing you with formal notification of the proposed project, located within Kern County and 
northwest Los Angeles County, California, near the cities of Bakersfield, Arvin and Tehachapi 
and near the communities of Grapevine and Gorman, California. The CPUC, as lead agency, is 
contacting Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the proposed project’s 
geographic area who have requested formal notification of projects pursuant to Public Resources 
Code (PRC) Section 21080.3.1(b) or on the NAHC tribal contact list for formal Native American 
consultation from NAHC as requested by the CPUC for best practices compliance. The present 
notice includes: 

 A description of the proposed project and location; 

 A summary of cultural resources work to date, and summary of associated information that 
can be made available upon request;  

 A clear and definitive statement that the tribe has 30 days to request consultation; and 

 The lead agency contact information. 
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Project Description and Location 

Southern California Edison (SCE) has filed an application with the CPUC for a permit to 
construct (PTC) for the proposed project. The application was deemed complete on September 
20, 2023 and includes the Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (PEA) prepared by SCE.  

SCE is proposing to rebuild portions of their existing subtransmission system located in Kern 
County and Los Angeles County. The proposed project would involve replacing conductor and 
support structures along the existing Banducci-Kern River 66 kV Subtransmission Line, 
Frazier Park-Gorman 66 kV Subtransmission Line, Gorman-Kern River 66 kV 
Subtransmission Line, as well as modifying existing substations facilities associated with those 
lines. A map of the proposed project alignment is provided in Attachment A. The project 
corridor traverses residential, commercial, agricultural, recreation, and open space land uses. 

The proposed project involves transmission system upgrades along five segments, summarized 
as follows: 

 Segment 1: Kern River 1 Hydroelectric Substation – Structure M20-T3. Segment 
1 is located east of the cities of Arvin and Bakersfield. The majority of existing 
structures and all conductors would be removed, and new structures and conductor 
would be installed along the 20.4 linear miles of Segment 1. Some existing structures 
would be reused. Optical Ground Wire (OPGW) would be installed on the new 
structures. 

 Segment 2: Structure M20 – T3-Structure M46-T6. Segment 2 is located in the 
southeast portion of the San Joaquin Valley. The existing structures and conductor 
would be removed, and new structures and conductor would be installed along the 
26.5 linear miles of Segment 2. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 3: Structure M46-T6 – Gorman Substation. Segment 3 is located in the 
Tehachapi Mountains. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and 
new structures and conductor would be installed along the 4.1 linear miles of 
Segment 3. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 4: Structure M20-T3 – Structure M11-T3. Segment 4 is located in the 
Tejon Hills. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and new 
structures and conductor would be installed along the 11.3 linear miles of Segment 4. 
OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 5: Pole X7666E – Banducci Substation. Segment 5 is located in the 
Cummings Valley. Existing structures would be removed, replacement structures 
would be installed, and other structures would be modified. The existing conductor 
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and cable attached to the existing structures would be transferred to the replacement 
poles; third-party infrastructure may be left in-place on existing structures. Insulators 
and other hardware on adjoining structures may be modified to accommodate the 
taller replacement structures. Segment 5 includes 3 linear miles of All-Dielectric 
Self-Supporting (ADSS) fiber optic cable. 

The work at existing substations would include removing and installing conductor, installing 
system protection equipment and cable, and modifying existing system protection equipment. 

Summary of Cultural Resources Work and Documentation 

In 2017, SCE conducted the initial cultural resources records search at the California Historic 
Resources Information Center (CHRIS), South Central Coastal Information (SCCIC) and Southern 
San Joaquin Valley Information Center (SSJVIC) for the proposed project. In 2022, SCE 
conducted a supplemental internal records search. The records search indicated that 24 previously 
recorded resources were mapped within the APE/API. The prehistoric resources (n=8) include 
bedrock milling features, lithic scatters, and isolated lithic materials. The historic resources (n=13) 
include one historic homestead, one historic barn with farming equipment, one historic concrete 
pad, one historic landmark marker, and one historic isolate. Three archaeological resources within 
the APE/API are identified as multi-component (both historic and prehistoric).  

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) search was conducted 
by Arcadis on behalf of SCE on January 23, 2020, The NAHC responded on February 13, 2020, 
stating that the Sacred Lands File (SLF) database resulted in negative results for previously 
identified sacred sites in the vicinity of the proposed project alignment. The NAHC included a list 
of 26 Native American groups associated with the proposed project vicinity that are culturally 
affiliated with the project area and may have additional information on the project area. In addition, 
an NAHC tribal list for formal Native American consultation was requested by the CPUC for AB 
52 best practices compliance.  In January 2022, letters were sent to the Native American groups 
included on the NAHC list to solicit additional information regarding the potential for resources 
within the proposed project area that may be significant to the tribal groups contacted.  

Consultation Request 

I am your main point of contact for this project.  If you have any comments or concerns 
regarding potential impacts to tribal cultural resources (as defined in Public Resources Code § 
21074) in relation to the proposed project, or would like to request any additional information, 
please contact me at Eric.Chiang@cpuc.ca.gov, copying our project consultant at 
KernRiverTLRR@panoramaenv.com within 30 days of receipt of this notice with a formal 
request for consultation. You may also mail correspondence to me at the address below, however 
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emailing is the most expeditious method of communicating, and provides an opportunity for me 
to respond immediately.  The CPUC can also be contacted through the following project website: 
https://ia.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/panoramaenv/Kern_River/index.html  

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
CPUC Project Manager
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue   
San Francisco, CA, 94102-3298 

Attachments: Proposed Project Overview Map 

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
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October 2, 2023 

Brandy Kendricks 
Kern Valley Indian Community  
30741 Foxridge Court 
Tehachapi, CA 93561 
 

Re: California Environmental Quality Act Public Resources Code section 
21080.3.1(b) pursuant to California Assembly Bill 52, Formal Notification 
of Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation Project 

Dear Ms. Kendricks, 
 
I’m Eric Chiang, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) project manager for the proposed 
Southern California Edison (SCE) Gorman-Kern River (GKR) Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation (TLRR) Project (proposed project) that is under the jurisdiction of the CPUC, the 
lead agency responsible for environmental review of the project in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Pursuant to California Assembly Bill (AB) 52, the CPUC is 
providing you with formal notification of the proposed project, located within Kern County and 
northwest Los Angeles County, California, near the cities of Bakersfield, Arvin and Tehachapi 
and near the communities of Grapevine and Gorman, California. The CPUC, as lead agency, is 
contacting Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the proposed project’s 
geographic area who have requested formal notification of projects pursuant to Public Resources 
Code (PRC) Section 21080.3.1(b) or on the NAHC tribal contact list for formal Native American 
consultation from NAHC as requested by the CPUC for best practices compliance. The present 
notice includes: 

 A description of the proposed project and location; 

 A summary of cultural resources work to date, and summary of associated information that 
can be made available upon request;  

 A clear and definitive statement that the tribe has 30 days to request consultation; and 

 The lead agency contact information. 
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Project Description and Location 

Southern California Edison (SCE) has filed an application with the CPUC for a permit to 
construct (PTC) for the proposed project. The application was deemed complete on September 
20, 2023 and includes the Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (PEA) prepared by SCE.  

SCE is proposing to rebuild portions of their existing subtransmission system located in Kern 
County and Los Angeles County. The proposed project would involve replacing conductor and 
support structures along the existing Banducci-Kern River 66 kV Subtransmission Line, 
Frazier Park-Gorman 66 kV Subtransmission Line, Gorman-Kern River 66 kV 
Subtransmission Line, as well as modifying existing substations facilities associated with those 
lines. A map of the proposed project alignment is provided in Attachment A. The project 
corridor traverses residential, commercial, agricultural, recreation, and open space land uses. 

The proposed project involves transmission system upgrades along five segments, summarized 
as follows: 

 Segment 1: Kern River 1 Hydroelectric Substation – Structure M20-T3. Segment 
1 is located east of the cities of Arvin and Bakersfield. The majority of existing 
structures and all conductors would be removed, and new structures and conductor 
would be installed along the 20.4 linear miles of Segment 1. Some existing structures 
would be reused. Optical Ground Wire (OPGW) would be installed on the new 
structures. 

 Segment 2: Structure M20 – T3-Structure M46-T6. Segment 2 is located in the 
southeast portion of the San Joaquin Valley. The existing structures and conductor 
would be removed, and new structures and conductor would be installed along the 
26.5 linear miles of Segment 2. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 3: Structure M46-T6 – Gorman Substation. Segment 3 is located in the 
Tehachapi Mountains. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and 
new structures and conductor would be installed along the 4.1 linear miles of 
Segment 3. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 4: Structure M20-T3 – Structure M11-T3. Segment 4 is located in the 
Tejon Hills. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and new 
structures and conductor would be installed along the 11.3 linear miles of Segment 4. 
OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 5: Pole X7666E – Banducci Substation. Segment 5 is located in the 
Cummings Valley. Existing structures would be removed, replacement structures 
would be installed, and other structures would be modified. The existing conductor 
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and cable attached to the existing structures would be transferred to the replacement 
poles; third-party infrastructure may be left in-place on existing structures. Insulators 
and other hardware on adjoining structures may be modified to accommodate the 
taller replacement structures. Segment 5 includes 3 linear miles of All-Dielectric 
Self-Supporting (ADSS) fiber optic cable. 

The work at existing substations would include removing and installing conductor, installing 
system protection equipment and cable, and modifying existing system protection equipment. 

Summary of Cultural Resources Work and Documentation 

In 2017, SCE conducted the initial cultural resources records search at the California Historic 
Resources Information Center (CHRIS), South Central Coastal Information (SCCIC) and Southern 
San Joaquin Valley Information Center (SSJVIC) for the proposed project. In 2022, SCE 
conducted a supplemental internal records search. The records search indicated that 24 previously 
recorded resources were mapped within the APE/API. The prehistoric resources (n=8) include 
bedrock milling features, lithic scatters, and isolated lithic materials. The historic resources (n=13) 
include one historic homestead, one historic barn with farming equipment, one historic concrete 
pad, one historic landmark marker, and one historic isolate. Three archaeological resources within 
the APE/API are identified as multi-component (both historic and prehistoric).  

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) search was conducted 
by Arcadis on behalf of SCE on January 23, 2020, The NAHC responded on February 13, 2020, 
stating that the Sacred Lands File (SLF) database resulted in negative results for previously 
identified sacred sites in the vicinity of the proposed project alignment. The NAHC included a list 
of 26 Native American groups associated with the proposed project vicinity that are culturally 
affiliated with the project area and may have additional information on the project area. In addition, 
an NAHC tribal list for formal Native American consultation was requested by the CPUC for AB 
52 best practices compliance.  In January 2022, letters were sent to the Native American groups 
included on the NAHC list to solicit additional information regarding the potential for resources 
within the proposed project area that may be significant to the tribal groups contacted.  

Consultation Request 

I am your main point of contact for this project.  If you have any comments or concerns 
regarding potential impacts to tribal cultural resources (as defined in Public Resources Code § 
21074) in relation to the proposed project, or would like to request any additional information, 
please contact me at Eric.Chiang@cpuc.ca.gov, copying our project consultant at 
KernRiverTLRR@panoramaenv.com within 30 days of receipt of this notice with a formal 
request for consultation. You may also mail correspondence to me at the address below, however 
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emailing is the most expeditious method of communicating, and provides an opportunity for me 
to respond immediately.  The CPUC can also be contacted through the following project website: 
https://ia.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/panoramaenv/Kern_River/index.html  

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
CPUC Project Manager
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue   
San Francisco, CA, 94102-3298 

Attachments: Proposed Project Overview Map 

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA                                                                                                                      Gavin Newsom, Governor 
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October 2, 2023 

Delia Dominguez, Chairperson 
Kitanemuk & Yowlumne Tejon Indians 
115 Radio Street 
Bakersfield, CA, 93305 

 
Re: California Environmental Quality Act Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1(b) 

pursuant to California Assembly Bill 52, Formal Notification of Proposed Gorman 
Kern River Transmission Line Rating and Remediation Project 

 
Dear Chairperson Dominguez, 
 
I’m Eric Chiang, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) project manager for the proposed 
Southern California Edison (SCE) Gorman-Kern River (GKR) Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation (TLRR) Project (proposed project) that is under the jurisdiction of the CPUC, the 
lead agency responsible for environmental review of the project in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Pursuant to California Assembly Bill (AB) 52, the CPUC is 
providing you with formal notification of the proposed project, located within Kern County and 
northwest Los Angeles County, California, near the cities of Bakersfield, Arvin and Tehachapi 
and near the communities of Grapevine and Gorman, California. The CPUC, as lead agency, is 
contacting Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the proposed project’s 
geographic area who have requested formal notification of projects pursuant to Public Resources 
Code (PRC) Section 21080.3.1(b) or on the NAHC tribal contact list for formal Native American 
consultation from NAHC as requested by the CPUC for best practices compliance. The present 
notice includes: 

 A description of the proposed project and location; 

 A summary of cultural resources work to date, and summary of associated information that 
can be made available upon request;  

 A clear and definitive statement that the tribe has 30 days to request consultation; and 

 The lead agency contact information. 
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Project Description and Location 

Southern California Edison (SCE) has filed an application with the CPUC for a permit to 
construct (PTC) for the proposed project. The application was deemed complete on September 
20, 2023 and includes the Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (PEA) prepared by SCE.  

SCE is proposing to rebuild portions of their existing subtransmission system located in Kern 
County and Los Angeles County. The proposed project would involve replacing conductor and 
support structures along the existing Banducci-Kern River 66 kV Subtransmission Line, 
Frazier Park-Gorman 66 kV Subtransmission Line, Gorman-Kern River 66 kV 
Subtransmission Line, as well as modifying existing substations facilities associated with those 
lines. A map of the proposed project alignment is provided in Attachment A. The project 
corridor traverses residential, commercial, agricultural, recreation, and open space land uses. 

The proposed project involves transmission system upgrades along five segments, summarized 
as follows: 

 Segment 1: Kern River 1 Hydroelectric Substation – Structure M20-T3. Segment 
1 is located east of the cities of Arvin and Bakersfield. The majority of existing 
structures and all conductors would be removed, and new structures and conductor 
would be installed along the 20.4 linear miles of Segment 1. Some existing structures 
would be reused. Optical Ground Wire (OPGW) would be installed on the new 
structures. 

 Segment 2: Structure M20 – T3-Structure M46-T6. Segment 2 is located in the 
southeast portion of the San Joaquin Valley. The existing structures and conductor 
would be removed, and new structures and conductor would be installed along the 
26.5 linear miles of Segment 2. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 3: Structure M46-T6 – Gorman Substation. Segment 3 is located in the 
Tehachapi Mountains. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and 
new structures and conductor would be installed along the 4.1 linear miles of 
Segment 3. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 4: Structure M20-T3 – Structure M11-T3. Segment 4 is located in the 
Tejon Hills. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and new 
structures and conductor would be installed along the 11.3 linear miles of Segment 4. 
OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 5: Pole X7666E – Banducci Substation. Segment 5 is located in the 
Cummings Valley. Existing structures would be removed, replacement structures 
would be installed, and other structures would be modified. The existing conductor 



Delia Dominguez, Chairperson 
October 2, 2023 

Page 3 

and cable attached to the existing structures would be transferred to the replacement 
poles; third-party infrastructure may be left in-place on existing structures. Insulators 
and other hardware on adjoining structures may be modified to accommodate the 
taller replacement structures. Segment 5 includes 3 linear miles of All-Dielectric 
Self-Supporting (ADSS) fiber optic cable. 

The work at existing substations would include removing and installing conductor, installing 
system protection equipment and cable, and modifying existing system protection equipment. 

Summary of Cultural Resources Work and Documentation 

In 2017, SCE conducted the initial cultural resources records search at the California Historic 
Resources Information Center (CHRIS), South Central Coastal Information (SCCIC) and Southern 
San Joaquin Valley Information Center (SSJVIC) for the proposed project. In 2022, SCE 
conducted a supplemental internal records search. The records search indicated that 24 previously 
recorded resources were mapped within the APE/API. The prehistoric resources (n=8) include 
bedrock milling features, lithic scatters, and isolated lithic materials. The historic resources (n=13) 
include one historic homestead, one historic barn with farming equipment, one historic concrete 
pad, one historic landmark marker, and one historic isolate. Three archaeological resources within 
the APE/API are identified as multi-component (both historic and prehistoric).  

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) search was conducted 
by Arcadis on behalf of SCE on January 23, 2020, The NAHC responded on February 13, 2020, 
stating that the Sacred Lands File (SLF) database resulted in negative results for previously 
identified sacred sites in the vicinity of the proposed project alignment. The NAHC included a list 
of 26 Native American groups associated with the proposed project vicinity that are culturally 
affiliated with the project area and may have additional information on the project area. In addition, 
an NAHC tribal list for formal Native American consultation was requested by the CPUC for AB 
52 best practices compliance.  In January 2022, letters were sent to the Native American groups 
included on the NAHC list to solicit additional information regarding the potential for resources 
within the proposed project area that may be significant to the tribal groups contacted.  

Consultation Request 

I am your main point of contact for this project.  If you have any comments or concerns 
regarding potential impacts to tribal cultural resources (as defined in Public Resources Code § 
21074) in relation to the proposed project, or would like to request any additional information, 
please contact me at Eric.Chiang@cpuc.ca.gov, copying our project consultant at 
KernRiverTLRR@panoramaenv.com within 30 days of receipt of this notice with a formal 
request for consultation. You may also mail correspondence to me at the address below, however 
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emailing is the most expeditious method of communicating, and provides an opportunity for me 
to respond immediately.  The CPUC can also be contacted through the following project website: 
https://ia.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/panoramaenv/Kern_River/index.html  

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
CPUC Project Manager
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue   
San Francisco, CA, 94102-3298 

Attachments: Proposed Project Overview Map 

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
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November 15, 2023 

Andrew Salas, Chairperson 
Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation  
514 East Main Street 
San Gabriel, CA 91776 
 
Re: California Environmental Quality Act Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1(b) 

pursuant to California Assembly Bill 52, Formal Notification of Proposed Gorman 
Kern River Transmission Line Rating and Remediation Project 

Dear Chairperson Salas, 
 
Pursuant to California Assembly Bill (AB) 52, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 
is providing you with formal notification of the proposed Southern California Edison (SCE) 
Gorman-Kern River (GKR) Transmission Line Rating and Remediation (TLRR) Project (proposed 
project) that is under the jurisdiction of the CPUC, the lead agency responsible for environmental 
review of the project in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The 
proposed project is located within Kern County and northwest Los Angeles County, California, 
near the cities of Bakersfield, Arvin and Tehachapi and near the communities of Grapevine and 
Gorman, California. The CPUC is contacting Native American tribes traditionally and culturally 
affiliated with the proposed project’s geographic area who have requested formal notification of 
projects pursuant to Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21080.3.1(b) or on the NAHC tribal 
contact list for formal Native American consultation from NAHC as requested by the CPUC for 
best practices compliance. The present notice includes: 

 A description of the proposed project and location; 

 A summary of cultural resources work to date, and summary of associated information that 
can be made available upon request;  

 A clear and definitive statement that the tribe has 30 days to request consultation; and 

 The lead agency contact information. 
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Project Description and Location 

Southern California Edison (SCE) has filed an application with the CPUC for a permit to 
construct (PTC) for the proposed project. The application was deemed complete on September 
20, 2023 and includes the Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (PEA) prepared by SCE.  

SCE is proposing to rebuild portions of their existing subtransmission system located in Kern 
County and Los Angeles County. The proposed project would involve replacing conductor and 
support structures along the existing Banducci-Kern River 66 kV Subtransmission Line, 
Frazier Park-Gorman 66 kV Subtransmission Line, Gorman-Kern River 66 kV 
Subtransmission Line, as well as modifying existing substations facilities associated with those 
lines. A map of the proposed project alignment is provided in Attachment A. The project 
corridor traverses residential, commercial, agricultural, recreation, and open space land uses. 

The proposed project involves transmission system upgrades along five segments, summarized 
as follows: 

 Segment 1: Kern River 1 Hydroelectric Substation – Structure M20-T3. Segment 
1 is located east of the cities of Arvin and Bakersfield. The majority of existing 
structures and all conductors would be removed, and new structures and conductor 
would be installed along the 20.4 linear miles of Segment 1. Some existing structures 
would be reused. Optical Ground Wire (OPGW) would be installed on the new 
structures. 

 Segment 2: Structure M20 – T3-Structure M46-T6. Segment 2 is located in the 
southeast portion of the San Joaquin Valley. The existing structures and conductor 
would be removed, and new structures and conductor would be installed along the 
26.5 linear miles of Segment 2. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 3: Structure M46-T6 – Gorman Substation. Segment 3 is located in the 
Tehachapi Mountains. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and 
new structures and conductor would be installed along the 4.1 linear miles of 
Segment 3. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 4: Structure M20-T3 – Structure M11-T3. Segment 4 is located in the 
Tejon Hills. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and new 
structures and conductor would be installed along the 11.3 linear miles of Segment 4. 
OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 5: Pole X7666E – Banducci Substation. Segment 5 is located in the 
Cummings Valley. Existing structures would be removed, replacement structures 
would be installed, and other structures would be modified. The existing conductor 
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and cable attached to the existing structures would be transferred to the replacement 
poles; third-party infrastructure may be left in-place on existing structures. Insulators 
and other hardware on adjoining structures may be modified to accommodate the 
taller replacement structures. Segment 5 includes 3 linear miles of All-Dielectric 
Self-Supporting (ADSS) fiber optic cable. 

The work at existing substations would include removing and installing conductor, installing 
system protection equipment and cable, and modifying existing system protection equipment. 

Summary of Cultural Resources Work and Documentation 

In 2017, SCE conducted the initial cultural resources records search at the California Historic 
Resources Information Center (CHRIS), South Central Coastal Information (SCCIC) and Southern 
San Joaquin Valley Information Center (SSJVIC) for the proposed project. In 2022, SCE 
conducted a supplemental internal records search. The records search indicated that 24 previously 
recorded resources were mapped within the APE/API. The prehistoric resources (n=8) include 
bedrock milling features, lithic scatters, and isolated lithic materials. The historic resources (n=13) 
include one historic homestead, one historic barn with farming equipment, one historic concrete 
pad, one historic landmark marker, and one historic isolate. Three archaeological resources within 
the APE/API are identified as multi-component (both historic and prehistoric).  

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) search was conducted 
by Arcadis on behalf of SCE on January 23, 2020, The NAHC responded on February 13, 2020, 
stating that the Sacred Lands File (SLF) database resulted in negative results for previously 
identified sacred sites in the vicinity of the proposed project alignment. The NAHC included a list 
of 26 Native American groups associated with the proposed project vicinity that are culturally 
affiliated with the project area and may have additional information on the project area. In addition, 
an NAHC tribal list for formal Native American consultation was requested by the CPUC for AB 
52 best practices compliance.  In January 2022, letters were sent to the Native American groups 
included on the NAHC list to solicit additional information regarding the potential for resources 
within the proposed project area that may be significant to the tribal groups contacted.  

Consultation Request 

If you have any comments or concerns regarding potential impacts to tribal cultural resources (as 
defined in Public Resources Code § 21074) in relation to the proposed project, or would like to 
request any additional information, please contact me at Eric.Chiang@cpuc.ca.gov, copying our 
project consultant at KernRiverTLRR@panoramaenv.com within 30 days of receipt of this 
notice with a formal request for consultation. You may also mail correspondence to me at the 
address below, however emailing is the most expeditious method of communicating, and 
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provides an opportunity for me to respond immediately.  The CPUC can also be contacted 
through the following project website: 
https://ia.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/panoramaenv/Kern_River/index.html

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
CPUC Project Manager
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue  
San Francisco, CA, 94102-3298

Attachments: Proposed Project Overview Map

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
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November 15, 2023 

Ann Brierty, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer  
Morongo Band of Mission Indians 
12700 Pumarra Road  
Banning, CA 92220 
 
Re: California Environmental Quality Act Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1(b) 

pursuant to California Assembly Bill 52, Formal Notification of Proposed Gorman 
Kern River Transmission Line Rating and Remediation Project 

Dear Ms. Brierty, 
 
Pursuant to California Assembly Bill (AB) 52, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 
is providing you with formal notification of the proposed Southern California Edison (SCE) 
Gorman-Kern River (GKR) Transmission Line Rating and Remediation (TLRR) Project (proposed 
project) that is under the jurisdiction of the CPUC, the lead agency responsible for environmental 
review of the project in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The 
proposed project is located within Kern County and northwest Los Angeles County, California, 
near the cities of Bakersfield, Arvin and Tehachapi and near the communities of Grapevine and 
Gorman, California. The CPUC is contacting Native American tribes traditionally and culturally 
affiliated with the proposed project’s geographic area who have requested formal notification of 
projects pursuant to Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21080.3.1(b) or on the NAHC tribal 
contact list for formal Native American consultation from NAHC as requested by the CPUC for 
best practices compliance. The present notice includes: 

 A description of the proposed project and location; 

 A summary of cultural resources work to date, and summary of associated information that 
can be made available upon request;  

 A clear and definitive statement that the tribe has 30 days to request consultation; and 

 The lead agency contact information. 
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Project Description and Location 

Southern California Edison (SCE) has filed an application with the CPUC for a permit to 
construct (PTC) for the proposed project. The application was deemed complete on September 
20, 2023 and includes the Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (PEA) prepared by SCE.  

SCE is proposing to rebuild portions of their existing subtransmission system located in Kern 
County and Los Angeles County. The proposed project would involve replacing conductor and 
support structures along the existing Banducci-Kern River 66 kV Subtransmission Line, 
Frazier Park-Gorman 66 kV Subtransmission Line, Gorman-Kern River 66 kV 
Subtransmission Line, as well as modifying existing substations facilities associated with those 
lines. A map of the proposed project alignment is provided in Attachment A. The project 
corridor traverses residential, commercial, agricultural, recreation, and open space land uses. 

The proposed project involves transmission system upgrades along five segments, summarized 
as follows: 

 Segment 1: Kern River 1 Hydroelectric Substation – Structure M20-T3. Segment 
1 is located east of the cities of Arvin and Bakersfield. The majority of existing 
structures and all conductors would be removed, and new structures and conductor 
would be installed along the 20.4 linear miles of Segment 1. Some existing structures 
would be reused. Optical Ground Wire (OPGW) would be installed on the new 
structures. 

 Segment 2: Structure M20 – T3-Structure M46-T6. Segment 2 is located in the 
southeast portion of the San Joaquin Valley. The existing structures and conductor 
would be removed, and new structures and conductor would be installed along the 
26.5 linear miles of Segment 2. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 3: Structure M46-T6 – Gorman Substation. Segment 3 is located in the 
Tehachapi Mountains. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and 
new structures and conductor would be installed along the 4.1 linear miles of 
Segment 3. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 4: Structure M20-T3 – Structure M11-T3. Segment 4 is located in the 
Tejon Hills. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and new 
structures and conductor would be installed along the 11.3 linear miles of Segment 4. 
OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 5: Pole X7666E – Banducci Substation. Segment 5 is located in the 
Cummings Valley. Existing structures would be removed, replacement structures 
would be installed, and other structures would be modified. The existing conductor 
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and cable attached to the existing structures would be transferred to the replacement 
poles; third-party infrastructure may be left in-place on existing structures. Insulators 
and other hardware on adjoining structures may be modified to accommodate the 
taller replacement structures. Segment 5 includes 3 linear miles of All-Dielectric 
Self-Supporting (ADSS) fiber optic cable. 

The work at existing substations would include removing and installing conductor, installing 
system protection equipment and cable, and modifying existing system protection equipment. 

Summary of Cultural Resources Work and Documentation 

In 2017, SCE conducted the initial cultural resources records search at the California Historic 
Resources Information Center (CHRIS), South Central Coastal Information (SCCIC) and Southern 
San Joaquin Valley Information Center (SSJVIC) for the proposed project. In 2022, SCE 
conducted a supplemental internal records search. The records search indicated that 24 previously 
recorded resources were mapped within the APE/API. The prehistoric resources (n=8) include 
bedrock milling features, lithic scatters, and isolated lithic materials. The historic resources (n=13) 
include one historic homestead, one historic barn with farming equipment, one historic concrete 
pad, one historic landmark marker, and one historic isolate. Three archaeological resources within 
the APE/API are identified as multi-component (both historic and prehistoric).  

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) search was conducted 
by Arcadis on behalf of SCE on January 23, 2020, The NAHC responded on February 13, 2020, 
stating that the Sacred Lands File (SLF) database resulted in negative results for previously 
identified sacred sites in the vicinity of the proposed project alignment. The NAHC included a list 
of 26 Native American groups associated with the proposed project vicinity that are culturally 
affiliated with the project area and may have additional information on the project area. In addition, 
an NAHC tribal list for formal Native American consultation was requested by the CPUC for AB 
52 best practices compliance.  In January 2022, letters were sent to the Native American groups 
included on the NAHC list to solicit additional information regarding the potential for resources 
within the proposed project area that may be significant to the tribal groups contacted.  

Consultation Request 

I am your main point of contact for this project.  If you have any comments or concerns 
regarding potential impacts to tribal cultural resources (as defined in Public Resources Code § 
21074) in relation to the proposed project, or would like to request any additional information, 
please contact me at Eric.Chiang@cpuc.ca.gov, copying our project consultant at
KernRiverTLRR@panoramaenv.com within 30 days of receipt of this notice with a formal 
request for consultation. You may also mail correspondence to me at the address below, however 
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emailing is the most expeditious method of communicating, and provides an opportunity for me 
to respond immediately.  The CPUC can also be contacted through the following project website: 
https://ia.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/panoramaenv/Kern_River/index.html

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
CPUC Project Manager
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue  
San Francisco, CA, 94102-3298

Attachments: Proposed Project Overview Map

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
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October 2, 2023 

Jill McCormick, Historic Preservation Officer 
Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma Reservation 
350 Picacho Road 
Winterhaven, CA 92283 

Re: California Environmental Quality Act Public Resources Code section 
21080.3.1(b) pursuant to California Assembly Bill 52, Formal Notification 
of Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation Project 

 
Dear Ms. McCormick, 
 
I’m Eric Chiang, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) project manager for the proposed 
Southern California Edison (SCE) Gorman-Kern River (GKR) Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation (TLRR) Project (proposed project) that is under the jurisdiction of the CPUC, the 
lead agency responsible for environmental review of the project in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Pursuant to California Assembly Bill (AB) 52, the CPUC is 
providing you with formal notification of the proposed project, located within Kern County and 
northwest Los Angeles County, California, near the cities of Bakersfield, Arvin and Tehachapi 
and near the communities of Grapevine and Gorman, California. The CPUC, as lead agency, is 
contacting Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the proposed project’s 
geographic area who have requested formal notification of projects pursuant to Public Resources 
Code (PRC) Section 21080.3.1(b) or on the NAHC tribal contact list for formal Native American 
consultation from NAHC as requested by the CPUC for best practices compliance. The present 
notice includes: 

 A description of the proposed project and location; 

 A summary of cultural resources work to date, and summary of associated information that 
can be made available upon request;  

 A clear and definitive statement that the tribe has 30 days to request consultation; and 

 The lead agency contact information. 
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Project Description and Location 

Southern California Edison (SCE) has filed an application with the CPUC for a permit to 
construct (PTC) for the proposed project. The application was deemed complete on September 
20, 2023 and includes the Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (PEA) prepared by SCE.  

SCE is proposing to rebuild portions of their existing subtransmission system located in Kern 
County and Los Angeles County. The proposed project would involve replacing conductor and 
support structures along the existing Banducci-Kern River 66 kV Subtransmission Line, 
Frazier Park-Gorman 66 kV Subtransmission Line, Gorman-Kern River 66 kV 
Subtransmission Line, as well as modifying existing substations facilities associated with those 
lines. A map of the proposed project alignment is provided in Attachment A. The project 
corridor traverses residential, commercial, agricultural, recreation, and open space land uses. 

The proposed project involves transmission system upgrades along five segments, summarized 
as follows: 

 Segment 1: Kern River 1 Hydroelectric Substation – Structure M20-T3. Segment 
1 is located east of the cities of Arvin and Bakersfield. The majority of existing 
structures and all conductors would be removed, and new structures and conductor 
would be installed along the 20.4 linear miles of Segment 1. Some existing structures 
would be reused. Optical Ground Wire (OPGW) would be installed on the new 
structures. 

 Segment 2: Structure M20 – T3-Structure M46-T6. Segment 2 is located in the 
southeast portion of the San Joaquin Valley. The existing structures and conductor 
would be removed, and new structures and conductor would be installed along the 
26.5 linear miles of Segment 2. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 3: Structure M46-T6 – Gorman Substation. Segment 3 is located in the 
Tehachapi Mountains. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and 
new structures and conductor would be installed along the 4.1 linear miles of 
Segment 3. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 4: Structure M20-T3 – Structure M11-T3. Segment 4 is located in the 
Tejon Hills. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and new 
structures and conductor would be installed along the 11.3 linear miles of Segment 4. 
OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 5: Pole X7666E – Banducci Substation. Segment 5 is located in the 
Cummings Valley. Existing structures would be removed, replacement structures 
would be installed, and other structures would be modified. The existing conductor 
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and cable attached to the existing structures would be transferred to the replacement 
poles; third-party infrastructure may be left in-place on existing structures. Insulators 
and other hardware on adjoining structures may be modified to accommodate the 
taller replacement structures. Segment 5 includes 3 linear miles of All-Dielectric 
Self-Supporting (ADSS) fiber optic cable. 

The work at existing substations would include removing and installing conductor, installing 
system protection equipment and cable, and modifying existing system protection equipment. 

Summary of Cultural Resources Work and Documentation 

In 2017, SCE conducted the initial cultural resources records search at the California Historic 
Resources Information Center (CHRIS), South Central Coastal Information (SCCIC) and Southern 
San Joaquin Valley Information Center (SSJVIC) for the proposed project. In 2022, SCE 
conducted a supplemental internal records search. The records search indicated that 24 previously 
recorded resources were mapped within the APE/API. The prehistoric resources (n=8) include 
bedrock milling features, lithic scatters, and isolated lithic materials. The historic resources (n=13) 
include one historic homestead, one historic barn with farming equipment, one historic concrete 
pad, one historic landmark marker, and one historic isolate. Three archaeological resources within 
the APE/API are identified as multi-component (both historic and prehistoric).  

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) search was conducted 
by Arcadis on behalf of SCE on January 23, 2020, The NAHC responded on February 13, 2020, 
stating that the Sacred Lands File (SLF) database resulted in negative results for previously 
identified sacred sites in the vicinity of the proposed project alignment. The NAHC included a list 
of 26 Native American groups associated with the proposed project vicinity that are culturally 
affiliated with the project area and may have additional information on the project area. In addition, 
an NAHC tribal list for formal Native American consultation was requested by the CPUC for AB 
52 best practices compliance.  In January 2022, letters were sent to the Native American groups 
included on the NAHC list to solicit additional information regarding the potential for resources 
within the proposed project area that may be significant to the tribal groups contacted.  

Consultation Request 

I am your main point of contact for this project.  If you have any comments or concerns 
regarding potential impacts to tribal cultural resources (as defined in Public Resources Code § 
21074) in relation to the proposed project, or would like to request any additional information, 
please contact me at Eric.Chiang@cpuc.ca.gov, copying our project consultant at 
KernRiverTLRR@panoramaenv.com within 30 days of receipt of this notice with a formal 
request for consultation. You may also mail correspondence to me at the address below, however 



Jill McCormick, Historic Preservation Officer
October 2, 2023 

Page 4 

emailing is the most expeditious method of communicating, and provides an opportunity for me 
to respond immediately.  The CPUC can also be contacted through the following project website: 
https://ia.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/panoramaenv/Kern_River/index.html  

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
CPUC Project Manager
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue   
San Francisco, CA, 94102-3298 

Attachments: Proposed Project Overview Map 

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
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October 2, 2023 

Donna Yocum, Chairperson 
San Fernando Band of Mission Indians 
P.O. Box 221838 
Newhall, CA, 91322 
 

Re: California Environmental Quality Act Public Resources Code section 
21080.3.1(b) pursuant to California Assembly Bill 52, Formal Notification 
of Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation Project 

Dear Chairperson Yocum, 
 
I’m Eric Chiang, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) project manager for the proposed 
Southern California Edison (SCE) Gorman-Kern River (GKR) Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation (TLRR) Project (proposed project) that is under the jurisdiction of the CPUC, the 
lead agency responsible for environmental review of the project in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Pursuant to California Assembly Bill (AB) 52, the CPUC is 
providing you with formal notification of the proposed project, located within Kern County and 
northwest Los Angeles County, California, near the cities of Bakersfield, Arvin and Tehachapi 
and near the communities of Grapevine and Gorman, California. The CPUC, as lead agency, is 
contacting Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the proposed project’s 
geographic area who have requested formal notification of projects pursuant to Public Resources 
Code (PRC) Section 21080.3.1(b) or on the NAHC tribal contact list for formal Native American 
consultation from NAHC as requested by the CPUC for best practices compliance. The present 
notice includes: 

 A description of the proposed project and location; 

 A summary of cultural resources work to date, and summary of associated information that 
can be made available upon request;  

 A clear and definitive statement that the tribe has 30 days to request consultation; and 

 The lead agency contact information. 
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Project Description and Location 

Southern California Edison (SCE) has filed an application with the CPUC for a permit to 
construct (PTC) for the proposed project. The application was deemed complete on September 
20, 2023 and includes the Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (PEA) prepared by SCE.  

SCE is proposing to rebuild portions of their existing subtransmission system located in Kern 
County and Los Angeles County. The proposed project would involve replacing conductor and 
support structures along the existing Banducci-Kern River 66 kV Subtransmission Line, 
Frazier Park-Gorman 66 kV Subtransmission Line, Gorman-Kern River 66 kV 
Subtransmission Line, as well as modifying existing substations facilities associated with those 
lines. A map of the proposed project alignment is provided in Attachment A. The project 
corridor traverses residential, commercial, agricultural, recreation, and open space land uses. 

The proposed project involves transmission system upgrades along five segments, summarized 
as follows: 

 Segment 1: Kern River 1 Hydroelectric Substation – Structure M20-T3. Segment 
1 is located east of the cities of Arvin and Bakersfield. The majority of existing 
structures and all conductors would be removed, and new structures and conductor 
would be installed along the 20.4 linear miles of Segment 1. Some existing structures 
would be reused. Optical Ground Wire (OPGW) would be installed on the new 
structures. 

 Segment 2: Structure M20 – T3-Structure M46-T6. Segment 2 is located in the 
southeast portion of the San Joaquin Valley. The existing structures and conductor 
would be removed, and new structures and conductor would be installed along the 
26.5 linear miles of Segment 2. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 3: Structure M46-T6 – Gorman Substation. Segment 3 is located in the 
Tehachapi Mountains. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and 
new structures and conductor would be installed along the 4.1 linear miles of 
Segment 3. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 4: Structure M20-T3 – Structure M11-T3. Segment 4 is located in the 
Tejon Hills. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and new 
structures and conductor would be installed along the 11.3 linear miles of Segment 4. 
OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 5: Pole X7666E – Banducci Substation. Segment 5 is located in the 
Cummings Valley. Existing structures would be removed, replacement structures 
would be installed, and other structures would be modified. The existing conductor 



Donna Yocum, Chairperson  
October 2, 2023 

Page 3 

and cable attached to the existing structures would be transferred to the replacement 
poles; third-party infrastructure may be left in-place on existing structures. Insulators 
and other hardware on adjoining structures may be modified to accommodate the 
taller replacement structures. Segment 5 includes 3 linear miles of All-Dielectric 
Self-Supporting (ADSS) fiber optic cable. 

The work at existing substations would include removing and installing conductor, installing 
system protection equipment and cable, and modifying existing system protection equipment. 

Summary of Cultural Resources Work and Documentation 

In 2017, SCE conducted the initial cultural resources records search at the California Historic 
Resources Information Center (CHRIS), South Central Coastal Information (SCCIC) and Southern 
San Joaquin Valley Information Center (SSJVIC) for the proposed project. In 2022, SCE 
conducted a supplemental internal records search. The records search indicated that 24 previously 
recorded resources were mapped within the APE/API. The prehistoric resources (n=8) include 
bedrock milling features, lithic scatters, and isolated lithic materials. The historic resources (n=13) 
include one historic homestead, one historic barn with farming equipment, one historic concrete 
pad, one historic landmark marker, and one historic isolate. Three archaeological resources within 
the APE/API are identified as multi-component (both historic and prehistoric).  

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) search was conducted 
by Arcadis on behalf of SCE on January 23, 2020, The NAHC responded on February 13, 2020, 
stating that the Sacred Lands File (SLF) database resulted in negative results for previously 
identified sacred sites in the vicinity of the proposed project alignment. The NAHC included a list 
of 26 Native American groups associated with the proposed project vicinity that are culturally 
affiliated with the project area and may have additional information on the project area. In addition, 
an NAHC tribal list for formal Native American consultation was requested by the CPUC for AB 
52 best practices compliance.  In January 2022, letters were sent to the Native American groups 
included on the NAHC list to solicit additional information regarding the potential for resources 
within the proposed project area that may be significant to the tribal groups contacted.  

Consultation Request 

I am your main point of contact for this project.  If you have any comments or concerns 
regarding potential impacts to tribal cultural resources (as defined in Public Resources Code § 
21074) in relation to the proposed project, or would like to request any additional information, 
please contact me at Eric.Chiang@cpuc.ca.gov, copying our project consultant at 
KernRiverTLRR@panoramaenv.com within 30 days of receipt of this notice with a formal 
request for consultation. You may also mail correspondence to me at the address below, however 
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emailing is the most expeditious method of communicating, and provides an opportunity for me 
to respond immediately.  The CPUC can also be contacted through the following project website:
https://ia.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/panoramaenv/Kern_River/index.html  

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
CPUC Project Manager
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue   
San Francisco, CA, 94102-3298 

Attachments: Proposed Project Overview Map

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
505 VAN NESS AVENUE                                                                                                                                                                                            

SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3298 

 

 

October 2, 2023 

Jessica Mauck, Director of Cultural Resources 
San Manuel Band of Mission Indians  
26569 Community Center Drive 
Highland, CA, 92346 
 

Re: California Environmental Quality Act Public Resources Code section 
21080.3.1(b) pursuant to California Assembly Bill 52, Formal Notification 
of Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation Project 

Dear Ms. Mauck, 
 
I’m Eric Chiang, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) project manager for the proposed 
Southern California Edison (SCE) Gorman-Kern River (GKR) Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation (TLRR) Project (proposed project) that is under the jurisdiction of the CPUC, the 
lead agency responsible for environmental review of the project in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Pursuant to California Assembly Bill (AB) 52, the CPUC is 
providing you with formal notification of the proposed project, located within Kern County and 
northwest Los Angeles County, California, near the cities of Bakersfield, Arvin and Tehachapi 
and near the communities of Grapevine and Gorman, California. The CPUC, as lead agency, is 
contacting Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the proposed project’s 
geographic area who have requested formal notification of projects pursuant to Public Resources 
Code (PRC) Section 21080.3.1(b) or on the NAHC tribal contact list for formal Native American 
consultation from NAHC as requested by the CPUC for best practices compliance. The present 
notice includes: 

 A description of the proposed project and location; 

 A summary of cultural resources work to date, and summary of associated information that 
can be made available upon request;  

 A clear and definitive statement that the tribe has 30 days to request consultation; and 

 The lead agency contact information. 
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Project Description and Location 

Southern California Edison (SCE) has filed an application with the CPUC for a permit to 
construct (PTC) for the proposed project. The application was deemed complete on September 
20, 2023 and includes the Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (PEA) prepared by SCE.  

SCE is proposing to rebuild portions of their existing subtransmission system located in Kern 
County and Los Angeles County. The proposed project would involve replacing conductor and 
support structures along the existing Banducci-Kern River 66 kV Subtransmission Line, 
Frazier Park-Gorman 66 kV Subtransmission Line, Gorman-Kern River 66 kV 
Subtransmission Line, as well as modifying existing substations facilities associated with those 
lines. A map of the proposed project alignment is provided in Attachment A. The project 
corridor traverses residential, commercial, agricultural, recreation, and open space land uses. 

The proposed project involves transmission system upgrades along five segments, summarized 
as follows: 

 Segment 1: Kern River 1 Hydroelectric Substation – Structure M20-T3. Segment 
1 is located east of the cities of Arvin and Bakersfield. The majority of existing 
structures and all conductors would be removed, and new structures and conductor 
would be installed along the 20.4 linear miles of Segment 1. Some existing structures 
would be reused. Optical Ground Wire (OPGW) would be installed on the new 
structures. 

 Segment 2: Structure M20 – T3-Structure M46-T6. Segment 2 is located in the 
southeast portion of the San Joaquin Valley. The existing structures and conductor 
would be removed, and new structures and conductor would be installed along the 
26.5 linear miles of Segment 2. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 3: Structure M46-T6 – Gorman Substation. Segment 3 is located in the 
Tehachapi Mountains. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and 
new structures and conductor would be installed along the 4.1 linear miles of 
Segment 3. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 4: Structure M20-T3 – Structure M11-T3. Segment 4 is located in the 
Tejon Hills. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and new 
structures and conductor would be installed along the 11.3 linear miles of Segment 4. 
OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 5: Pole X7666E – Banducci Substation. Segment 5 is located in the 
Cummings Valley. Existing structures would be removed, replacement structures 
would be installed, and other structures would be modified. The existing conductor 
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and cable attached to the existing structures would be transferred to the replacement 
poles; third-party infrastructure may be left in-place on existing structures. Insulators 
and other hardware on adjoining structures may be modified to accommodate the 
taller replacement structures. Segment 5 includes 3 linear miles of All-Dielectric 
Self-Supporting (ADSS) fiber optic cable. 

The work at existing substations would include removing and installing conductor, installing 
system protection equipment and cable, and modifying existing system protection equipment. 

Summary of Cultural Resources Work and Documentation 

In 2017, SCE conducted the initial cultural resources records search at the California Historic 
Resources Information Center (CHRIS), South Central Coastal Information (SCCIC) and Southern 
San Joaquin Valley Information Center (SSJVIC) for the proposed project. In 2022, SCE 
conducted a supplemental internal records search. The records search indicated that 24 previously 
recorded resources were mapped within the APE/API. The prehistoric resources (n=8) include 
bedrock milling features, lithic scatters, and isolated lithic materials. The historic resources (n=13) 
include one historic homestead, one historic barn with farming equipment, one historic concrete 
pad, one historic landmark marker, and one historic isolate. Three archaeological resources within 
the APE/API are identified as multi-component (both historic and prehistoric).  

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) search was conducted 
by Arcadis on behalf of SCE on January 23, 2020, The NAHC responded on February 13, 2020, 
stating that the Sacred Lands File (SLF) database resulted in negative results for previously 
identified sacred sites in the vicinity of the proposed project alignment. The NAHC included a list 
of 26 Native American groups associated with the proposed project vicinity that are culturally 
affiliated with the project area and may have additional information on the project area. In addition, 
an NAHC tribal list for formal Native American consultation was requested by the CPUC for AB 
52 best practices compliance.  In January 2022, letters were sent to the Native American groups 
included on the NAHC list to solicit additional information regarding the potential for resources 
within the proposed project area that may be significant to the tribal groups contacted.  

Consultation Request 

I am your main point of contact for this project.  If you have any comments or concerns 
regarding potential impacts to tribal cultural resources (as defined in Public Resources Code § 
21074) in relation to the proposed project, or would like to request any additional information, 
please contact me at Eric.Chiang@cpuc.ca.gov, copying our project consultant at 
KernRiverTLRR@panoramaenv.com within 30 days of receipt of this notice with a formal 
request for consultation. You may also mail correspondence to me at the address below, however 
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emailing is the most expeditious method of communicating, and provides an opportunity for me 
to respond immediately.  The CPUC can also be contacted through the following project website:
https://ia.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/panoramaenv/Kern_River/index.html  

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
CPUC Project Manager
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue   
San Francisco, CA, 94102-3298 

Attachments: Proposed Project Overview Map

Sincerely,

E i Chi
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October 2, 2023 

Kenneth Kahn, Chairperson 
Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians 
P.O. Box 517 
Santa Ynez, CA, 93460 
 

Re: California Environmental Quality Act Public Resources Code section 
21080.3.1(b) pursuant to California Assembly Bill 52, Formal Notification 
of Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation Project 

Dear Chairperson Kahn, 
 
I’m Eric Chiang, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) project manager for the proposed 
Southern California Edison (SCE) Gorman-Kern River (GKR) Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation (TLRR) Project (proposed project) that is under the jurisdiction of the CPUC, the 
lead agency responsible for environmental review of the project in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Pursuant to California Assembly Bill (AB) 52, the CPUC is 
providing you with formal notification of the proposed project, located within Kern County and 
northwest Los Angeles County, California, near the cities of Bakersfield, Arvin and Tehachapi 
and near the communities of Grapevine and Gorman, California. The CPUC, as lead agency, is 
contacting Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the proposed project’s 
geographic area who have requested formal notification of projects pursuant to Public Resources 
Code (PRC) Section 21080.3.1(b) or on the NAHC tribal contact list for formal Native American 
consultation from NAHC as requested by the CPUC for best practices compliance. The present 
notice includes: 

 A description of the proposed project and location; 

 A summary of cultural resources work to date, and summary of associated information that 
can be made available upon request;  

 A clear and definitive statement that the tribe has 30 days to request consultation; and 

 The lead agency contact information. 
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Project Description and Location 

Southern California Edison (SCE) has filed an application with the CPUC for a permit to 
construct (PTC) for the proposed project. The application was deemed complete on September 
20, 2023 and includes the Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (PEA) prepared by SCE.  

SCE is proposing to rebuild portions of their existing subtransmission system located in Kern 
County and Los Angeles County. The proposed project would involve replacing conductor and 
support structures along the existing Banducci-Kern River 66 kV Subtransmission Line, 
Frazier Park-Gorman 66 kV Subtransmission Line, Gorman-Kern River 66 kV 
Subtransmission Line, as well as modifying existing substations facilities associated with those 
lines. A map of the proposed project alignment is provided in Attachment A. The project 
corridor traverses residential, commercial, agricultural, recreation, and open space land uses. 

The proposed project involves transmission system upgrades along five segments, summarized 
as follows: 

 Segment 1: Kern River 1 Hydroelectric Substation – Structure M20-T3. Segment 
1 is located east of the cities of Arvin and Bakersfield. The majority of existing 
structures and all conductors would be removed, and new structures and conductor 
would be installed along the 20.4 linear miles of Segment 1. Some existing structures 
would be reused. Optical Ground Wire (OPGW) would be installed on the new 
structures. 

 Segment 2: Structure M20 – T3-Structure M46-T6. Segment 2 is located in the 
southeast portion of the San Joaquin Valley. The existing structures and conductor 
would be removed, and new structures and conductor would be installed along the 
26.5 linear miles of Segment 2. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 3: Structure M46-T6 – Gorman Substation. Segment 3 is located in the 
Tehachapi Mountains. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and 
new structures and conductor would be installed along the 4.1 linear miles of 
Segment 3. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 4: Structure M20-T3 – Structure M11-T3. Segment 4 is located in the 
Tejon Hills. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and new 
structures and conductor would be installed along the 11.3 linear miles of Segment 4. 
OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 5: Pole X7666E – Banducci Substation. Segment 5 is located in the 
Cummings Valley. Existing structures would be removed, replacement structures 
would be installed, and other structures would be modified. The existing conductor 
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and cable attached to the existing structures would be transferred to the replacement 
poles; third-party infrastructure may be left in-place on existing structures. Insulators 
and other hardware on adjoining structures may be modified to accommodate the 
taller replacement structures. Segment 5 includes 3 linear miles of All-Dielectric 
Self-Supporting (ADSS) fiber optic cable. 

The work at existing substations would include removing and installing conductor, installing 
system protection equipment and cable, and modifying existing system protection equipment. 

Summary of Cultural Resources Work and Documentation 

In 2017, SCE conducted the initial cultural resources records search at the California Historic 
Resources Information Center (CHRIS), South Central Coastal Information (SCCIC) and Southern 
San Joaquin Valley Information Center (SSJVIC) for the proposed project. In 2022, SCE 
conducted a supplemental internal records search. The records search indicated that 24 previously 
recorded resources were mapped within the APE/API. The prehistoric resources (n=8) include 
bedrock milling features, lithic scatters, and isolated lithic materials. The historic resources (n=13) 
include one historic homestead, one historic barn with farming equipment, one historic concrete 
pad, one historic landmark marker, and one historic isolate. Three archaeological resources within 
the APE/API are identified as multi-component (both historic and prehistoric).  

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) search was conducted 
by Arcadis on behalf of SCE on January 23, 2020, The NAHC responded on February 13, 2020, 
stating that the Sacred Lands File (SLF) database resulted in negative results for previously 
identified sacred sites in the vicinity of the proposed project alignment. The NAHC included a list 
of 26 Native American groups associated with the proposed project vicinity that are culturally 
affiliated with the project area and may have additional information on the project area. In addition, 
an NAHC tribal list for formal Native American consultation was requested by the CPUC for AB 
52 best practices compliance.  In January 2022, letters were sent to the Native American groups 
included on the NAHC list to solicit additional information regarding the potential for resources 
within the proposed project area that may be significant to the tribal groups contacted.  

Consultation Request 

I am your main point of contact for this project.  If you have any comments or concerns 
regarding potential impacts to tribal cultural resources (as defined in Public Resources Code § 
21074) in relation to the proposed project, or would like to request any additional information, 
please contact me at Eric.Chiang@cpuc.ca.gov, copying our project consultant at 
KernRiverTLRR@panoramaenv.com within 30 days of receipt of this notice with a formal 
request for consultation. You may also mail correspondence to me at the address below, however 
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emailing is the most expeditious method of communicating, and provides an opportunity for me 
to respond immediately.  The CPUC can also be contacted through the following project website:
https://ia.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/panoramaenv/Kern_River/index.html  

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
CPUC Project Manager
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue   
San Francisco, CA, 94102-3298 

Attachments: Proposed Project Overview Map

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
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October 2, 2023 

Colin Rambo 
Octavio Escobedo, Chairperson 
Tejon Indian Tribe 
P.O. Box 640 
Arvin, CA, 93203 
 
Re: California Environmental Quality Act Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1(b) 

pursuant to California Assembly Bill 52, Formal Notification of Proposed Gorman 
Kern River Transmission Line Rating and Remediation Project 

Dear Mr. Rambo and Chairperson Escobedo, 
 
I’m Eric Chiang, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) project manager for the proposed 
Southern California Edison (SCE) Gorman-Kern River (GKR) Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation (TLRR) Project (proposed project) that is under the jurisdiction of the CPUC, the 
lead agency responsible for environmental review of the project in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Pursuant to California Assembly Bill (AB) 52, the CPUC is 
providing you with formal notification of the proposed project, located within Kern County and 
northwest Los Angeles County, California, near the cities of Bakersfield, Arvin and Tehachapi 
and near the communities of Grapevine and Gorman, California. The CPUC, as lead agency, is 
contacting Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the proposed project’s 
geographic area who have requested formal notification of projects pursuant to Public Resources 
Code (PRC) Section 21080.3.1(b) or on the NAHC tribal contact list for formal Native American 
consultation from NAHC as requested by the CPUC for best practices compliance. The present 
notice includes: 

 A description of the proposed project and location; 

 A summary of cultural resources work to date, and summary of associated information that 
can be made available upon request;  

 A clear and definitive statement that the tribe has 30 days to request consultation; and 

 The lead agency contact information. 
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Project Description and Location 

Southern California Edison (SCE) has filed an application with the CPUC for a permit to 
construct (PTC) for the proposed project. The application was deemed complete on September 
20, 2023 and includes the Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (PEA) prepared by SCE.  

SCE is proposing to rebuild portions of their existing subtransmission system located in Kern 
County and Los Angeles County. The proposed project would involve replacing conductor and 
support structures along the existing Banducci-Kern River 66 kV Subtransmission Line, 
Frazier Park-Gorman 66 kV Subtransmission Line, Gorman-Kern River 66 kV 
Subtransmission Line, as well as modifying existing substations facilities associated with those 
lines. A map of the proposed project alignment is provided in Attachment A. The project 
corridor traverses residential, commercial, agricultural, recreation, and open space land uses. 

The proposed project involves transmission system upgrades along five segments, summarized 
as follows: 

 Segment 1: Kern River 1 Hydroelectric Substation – Structure M20-T3. Segment 
1 is located east of the cities of Arvin and Bakersfield. The majority of existing 
structures and all conductors would be removed, and new structures and conductor 
would be installed along the 20.4 linear miles of Segment 1. Some existing structures 
would be reused. Optical Ground Wire (OPGW) would be installed on the new 
structures. 

 Segment 2: Structure M20 – T3-Structure M46-T6. Segment 2 is located in the 
southeast portion of the San Joaquin Valley. The existing structures and conductor 
would be removed, and new structures and conductor would be installed along the 
26.5 linear miles of Segment 2. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 3: Structure M46-T6 – Gorman Substation. Segment 3 is located in the 
Tehachapi Mountains. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and 
new structures and conductor would be installed along the 4.1 linear miles of 
Segment 3. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 4: Structure M20-T3 – Structure M11-T3. Segment 4 is located in the 
Tejon Hills. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and new 
structures and conductor would be installed along the 11.3 linear miles of Segment 4. 
OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 5: Pole X7666E – Banducci Substation. Segment 5 is located in the 
Cummings Valley. Existing structures would be removed, replacement structures 
would be installed, and other structures would be modified. The existing conductor 
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and cable attached to the existing structures would be transferred to the replacement 
poles; third-party infrastructure may be left in-place on existing structures. Insulators 
and other hardware on adjoining structures may be modified to accommodate the 
taller replacement structures. Segment 5 includes 3 linear miles of All-Dielectric 
Self-Supporting (ADSS) fiber optic cable. 

The work at existing substations would include removing and installing conductor, installing 
system protection equipment and cable, and modifying existing system protection equipment. 

Summary of Cultural Resources Work and Documentation 

In 2017, SCE conducted the initial cultural resources records search at the California Historic 
Resources Information Center (CHRIS), South Central Coastal Information (SCCIC) and Southern 
San Joaquin Valley Information Center (SSJVIC) for the proposed project. In 2022, SCE 
conducted a supplemental internal records search. The records search indicated that 24 previously 
recorded resources were mapped within the APE/API. The prehistoric resources (n=8) include 
bedrock milling features, lithic scatters, and isolated lithic materials. The historic resources (n=13) 
include one historic homestead, one historic barn with farming equipment, one historic concrete 
pad, one historic landmark marker, and one historic isolate. Three archaeological resources within 
the APE/API are identified as multi-component (both historic and prehistoric).  

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) search was conducted 
by Arcadis on behalf of SCE on January 23, 2020, The NAHC responded on February 13, 2020, 
stating that the Sacred Lands File (SLF) database resulted in negative results for previously 
identified sacred sites in the vicinity of the proposed project alignment. The NAHC included a list 
of 26 Native American groups associated with the proposed project vicinity that are culturally 
affiliated with the project area and may have additional information on the project area. In addition, 
an NAHC tribal list for formal Native American consultation was requested by the CPUC for AB 
52 best practices compliance.  In January 2022, letters were sent to the Native American groups 
included on the NAHC list to solicit additional information regarding the potential for resources 
within the proposed project area that may be significant to the tribal groups contacted.  

Consultation Request 

I am your main point of contact for this project.  If you have any comments or concerns 
regarding potential impacts to tribal cultural resources (as defined in Public Resources Code § 
21074) in relation to the proposed project, or would like to request any additional information, 
please contact me at Eric.Chiang@cpuc.ca.gov, copying our project consultant at 
KernRiverTLRR@panoramaenv.com within 30 days of receipt of this notice with a formal 
request for consultation. You may also mail correspondence to me at the address below, however 
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emailing is the most expeditious method of communicating, and provides an opportunity for me 
to respond immediately.  The CPUC can also be contacted through the following project website: 
https://ia.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/panoramaenv/Kern_River/index.html  

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
CPUC Project Manager
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue   
San Francisco, CA, 94102-3298 

Attachments: Proposed Project Overview Map 

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
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October 2, 2023 

Robert Gomez, Chairperson 
Tubatulabals of Kern Valley 
P.O. Box 226 
Lake Isabella, CA, 93240 
 

Re: California Environmental Quality Act Public Resources Code section 
21080.3.1(b) pursuant to California Assembly Bill 52, Formal Notification 
of Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation Project 

Dear Chairperson Gomez, 
 
I’m Eric Chiang, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) project manager for the proposed 
Southern California Edison (SCE) Gorman-Kern River (GKR) Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation (TLRR) Project (proposed project) that is under the jurisdiction of the CPUC, the 
lead agency responsible for environmental review of the project in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Pursuant to California Assembly Bill (AB) 52, the CPUC is 
providing you with formal notification of the proposed project, located within Kern County and 
northwest Los Angeles County, California, near the cities of Bakersfield, Arvin and Tehachapi 
and near the communities of Grapevine and Gorman, California. The CPUC, as lead agency, is 
contacting Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the proposed project’s 
geographic area who have requested formal notification of projects pursuant to Public Resources 
Code (PRC) Section 21080.3.1(b) or on the NAHC tribal contact list for formal Native American 
consultation from NAHC as requested by the CPUC for best practices compliance. The present 
notice includes: 

 A description of the proposed project and location; 

 A summary of cultural resources work to date, and summary of associated information that 
can be made available upon request;  

 A clear and definitive statement that the tribe has 30 days to request consultation; and 

 The lead agency contact information. 
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Project Description and Location 

Southern California Edison (SCE) has filed an application with the CPUC for a permit to 
construct (PTC) for the proposed project. The application was deemed complete on September 
20, 2023 and includes the Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (PEA) prepared by SCE.  

SCE is proposing to rebuild portions of their existing subtransmission system located in Kern 
County and Los Angeles County. The proposed project would involve replacing conductor and 
support structures along the existing Banducci-Kern River 66 kV Subtransmission Line, 
Frazier Park-Gorman 66 kV Subtransmission Line, Gorman-Kern River 66 kV 
Subtransmission Line, as well as modifying existing substations facilities associated with those 
lines. A map of the proposed project alignment is provided in Attachment A. The project 
corridor traverses residential, commercial, agricultural, recreation, and open space land uses. 

The proposed project involves transmission system upgrades along five segments, summarized 
as follows: 

 Segment 1: Kern River 1 Hydroelectric Substation – Structure M20-T3. Segment 
1 is located east of the cities of Arvin and Bakersfield. The majority of existing 
structures and all conductors would be removed, and new structures and conductor 
would be installed along the 20.4 linear miles of Segment 1. Some existing structures 
would be reused. Optical Ground Wire (OPGW) would be installed on the new 
structures. 

 Segment 2: Structure M20 – T3-Structure M46-T6. Segment 2 is located in the 
southeast portion of the San Joaquin Valley. The existing structures and conductor 
would be removed, and new structures and conductor would be installed along the 
26.5 linear miles of Segment 2. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 3: Structure M46-T6 – Gorman Substation. Segment 3 is located in the 
Tehachapi Mountains. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and 
new structures and conductor would be installed along the 4.1 linear miles of 
Segment 3. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 4: Structure M20-T3 – Structure M11-T3. Segment 4 is located in the 
Tejon Hills. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and new 
structures and conductor would be installed along the 11.3 linear miles of Segment 4. 
OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 5: Pole X7666E – Banducci Substation. Segment 5 is located in the 
Cummings Valley. Existing structures would be removed, replacement structures 
would be installed, and other structures would be modified. The existing conductor 
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and cable attached to the existing structures would be transferred to the replacement 
poles; third-party infrastructure may be left in-place on existing structures. Insulators 
and other hardware on adjoining structures may be modified to accommodate the 
taller replacement structures. Segment 5 includes 3 linear miles of All-Dielectric 
Self-Supporting (ADSS) fiber optic cable. 

The work at existing substations would include removing and installing conductor, installing 
system protection equipment and cable, and modifying existing system protection equipment. 

Summary of Cultural Resources Work and Documentation 

In 2017, SCE conducted the initial cultural resources records search at the California Historic 
Resources Information Center (CHRIS), South Central Coastal Information (SCCIC) and Southern 
San Joaquin Valley Information Center (SSJVIC) for the proposed project. In 2022, SCE 
conducted a supplemental internal records search. The records search indicated that 24 previously 
recorded resources were mapped within the APE/API. The prehistoric resources (n=8) include 
bedrock milling features, lithic scatters, and isolated lithic materials. The historic resources (n=13) 
include one historic homestead, one historic barn with farming equipment, one historic concrete 
pad, one historic landmark marker, and one historic isolate. Three archaeological resources within 
the APE/API are identified as multi-component (both historic and prehistoric).  

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) search was conducted 
by Arcadis on behalf of SCE on January 23, 2020, The NAHC responded on February 13, 2020, 
stating that the Sacred Lands File (SLF) database resulted in negative results for previously 
identified sacred sites in the vicinity of the proposed project alignment. The NAHC included a list 
of 26 Native American groups associated with the proposed project vicinity that are culturally 
affiliated with the project area and may have additional information on the project area. In addition, 
an NAHC tribal list for formal Native American consultation was requested by the CPUC for AB 
52 best practices compliance.  In January 2022, letters were sent to the Native American groups 
included on the NAHC list to solicit additional information regarding the potential for resources 
within the proposed project area that may be significant to the tribal groups contacted.  

Consultation Request 

I am your main point of contact for this project.  If you have any comments or concerns 
regarding potential impacts to tribal cultural resources (as defined in Public Resources Code § 
21074) in relation to the proposed project, or would like to request any additional information, 
please contact me at Eric.Chiang@cpuc.ca.gov, copying our project consultant at 
KernRiverTLRR@panoramaenv.com within 30 days of receipt of this notice with a formal 
request for consultation. You may also mail correspondence to me at the address below, however 
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emailing is the most expeditious method of communicating, and provides an opportunity for me 
to respond immediately.  The CPUC can also be contacted through the following project website:
https://ia.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/panoramaenv/Kern_River/index.html  

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
CPUC Project Manager
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue   
San Francisco, CA, 94102-3298 

Attachments: Proposed Project Overview Map

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
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October 2, 2023 

Kerri Vera, Environmental Department 
Tule River Indian Tribe 
P. O. Box 589 
Porterville, CA, 93258 
 

Re: California Environmental Quality Act Public Resources Code section 
21080.3.1(b) pursuant to California Assembly Bill 52, Formal Notification 
of Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation Project 

Dear Ms. Vera, 
 
I’m Eric Chiang, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) project manager for the proposed 
Southern California Edison (SCE) Gorman-Kern River (GKR) Transmission Line Rating and 
Remediation (TLRR) Project (proposed project) that is under the jurisdiction of the CPUC, the 
lead agency responsible for environmental review of the project in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Pursuant to California Assembly Bill (AB) 52, the CPUC is 
providing you with formal notification of the proposed project, located within Kern County and 
northwest Los Angeles County, California, near the cities of Bakersfield, Arvin and Tehachapi 
and near the communities of Grapevine and Gorman, California. The CPUC, as lead agency, is 
contacting Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the proposed project’s 
geographic area who have requested formal notification of projects pursuant to Public Resources 
Code (PRC) Section 21080.3.1(b) or on the NAHC tribal contact list for formal Native American 
consultation from NAHC as requested by the CPUC for best practices compliance. The present 
notice includes: 

 A description of the proposed project and location; 

 A summary of cultural resources work to date, and summary of associated information that 
can be made available upon request;  

 A clear and definitive statement that the tribe has 30 days to request consultation; and 

 The lead agency contact information. 
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Project Description and Location 

Southern California Edison (SCE) has filed an application with the CPUC for a permit to 
construct (PTC) for the proposed project. The application was deemed complete on September 
20, 2023 and includes the Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (PEA) prepared by SCE.  

SCE is proposing to rebuild portions of their existing subtransmission system located in Kern 
County and Los Angeles County. The proposed project would involve replacing conductor and 
support structures along the existing Banducci-Kern River 66 kV Subtransmission Line, 
Frazier Park-Gorman 66 kV Subtransmission Line, Gorman-Kern River 66 kV 
Subtransmission Line, as well as modifying existing substations facilities associated with those 
lines. A map of the proposed project alignment is provided in Attachment A. The project 
corridor traverses residential, commercial, agricultural, recreation, and open space land uses. 

The proposed project involves transmission system upgrades along five segments, summarized 
as follows: 

 Segment 1: Kern River 1 Hydroelectric Substation – Structure M20-T3. Segment 
1 is located east of the cities of Arvin and Bakersfield. The majority of existing 
structures and all conductors would be removed, and new structures and conductor 
would be installed along the 20.4 linear miles of Segment 1. Some existing structures 
would be reused. Optical Ground Wire (OPGW) would be installed on the new 
structures. 

 Segment 2: Structure M20 – T3-Structure M46-T6. Segment 2 is located in the 
southeast portion of the San Joaquin Valley. The existing structures and conductor 
would be removed, and new structures and conductor would be installed along the 
26.5 linear miles of Segment 2. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 3: Structure M46-T6 – Gorman Substation. Segment 3 is located in the 
Tehachapi Mountains. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and 
new structures and conductor would be installed along the 4.1 linear miles of 
Segment 3. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 4: Structure M20-T3 – Structure M11-T3. Segment 4 is located in the 
Tejon Hills. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and new 
structures and conductor would be installed along the 11.3 linear miles of Segment 4. 
OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 5: Pole X7666E – Banducci Substation. Segment 5 is located in the 
Cummings Valley. Existing structures would be removed, replacement structures 
would be installed, and other structures would be modified. The existing conductor 
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and cable attached to the existing structures would be transferred to the replacement 
poles; third-party infrastructure may be left in-place on existing structures. Insulators 
and other hardware on adjoining structures may be modified to accommodate the 
taller replacement structures. Segment 5 includes 3 linear miles of All-Dielectric 
Self-Supporting (ADSS) fiber optic cable. 

The work at existing substations would include removing and installing conductor, installing 
system protection equipment and cable, and modifying existing system protection equipment. 

Summary of Cultural Resources Work and Documentation 

In 2017, SCE conducted the initial cultural resources records search at the California Historic 
Resources Information Center (CHRIS), South Central Coastal Information (SCCIC) and Southern 
San Joaquin Valley Information Center (SSJVIC) for the proposed project. In 2022, SCE 
conducted a supplemental internal records search. The records search indicated that 24 previously 
recorded resources were mapped within the APE/API. The prehistoric resources (n=8) include 
bedrock milling features, lithic scatters, and isolated lithic materials. The historic resources (n=13) 
include one historic homestead, one historic barn with farming equipment, one historic concrete 
pad, one historic landmark marker, and one historic isolate. Three archaeological resources within 
the APE/API are identified as multi-component (both historic and prehistoric).  

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) search was conducted 
by Arcadis on behalf of SCE on January 23, 2020, The NAHC responded on February 13, 2020, 
stating that the Sacred Lands File (SLF) database resulted in negative results for previously 
identified sacred sites in the vicinity of the proposed project alignment. The NAHC included a list 
of 26 Native American groups associated with the proposed project vicinity that are culturally 
affiliated with the project area and may have additional information on the project area. In addition, 
an NAHC tribal list for formal Native American consultation was requested by the CPUC for AB 
52 best practices compliance.  In January 2022, letters were sent to the Native American groups 
included on the NAHC list to solicit additional information regarding the potential for resources 
within the proposed project area that may be significant to the tribal groups contacted.  

Consultation Request 

I am your main point of contact for this project.  If you have any comments or concerns 
regarding potential impacts to tribal cultural resources (as defined in Public Resources Code § 
21074) in relation to the proposed project, or would like to request any additional information, 
please contact me at Eric.Chiang@cpuc.ca.gov, copying our project consultant at 
KernRiverTLRR@panoramaenv.com within 30 days of receipt of this notice with a formal 
request for consultation. You may also mail correspondence to me at the address below, however 
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emailing is the most expeditious method of communicating, and provides an opportunity for me 
to respond immediately.  The CPUC can also be contacted through the following project website: 
https://ia.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/panoramaenv/Kern_River/index.html  

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
CPUC Project Manager
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue   
San Francisco, CA, 94102-3298 

Attachments: Proposed Project Overview Map

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
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November 15, 2023 

Michael Darrell, Chairman 
Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians  
46200 Harrison Place  
Coachella, CA 92236 
 
Re: California Environmental Quality Act Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1(b) 

pursuant to California Assembly Bill 52, Formal Notification of Proposed Gorman 
Kern River Transmission Line Rating and Remediation Project 

Dear Chairman Darrell, 
 
Pursuant to California Assembly Bill (AB) 52, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 
is providing you with formal notification of the proposed Southern California Edison (SCE) 
Gorman-Kern River (GKR) Transmission Line Rating and Remediation (TLRR) Project (proposed 
project) that is under the jurisdiction of the CPUC, the lead agency responsible for environmental 
review of the project in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The 
proposed project is located within Kern County and northwest Los Angeles County, California, 
near the cities of Bakersfield, Arvin and Tehachapi and near the communities of Grapevine and 
Gorman, California. The CPUC is contacting Native American tribes traditionally and culturally 
affiliated with the proposed project’s geographic area who have requested formal notification of 
projects pursuant to Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21080.3.1(b) or on the NAHC tribal 
contact list for formal Native American consultation from NAHC as requested by the CPUC for 
best practices compliance. The present notice includes: 

 A description of the proposed project and location; 

 A summary of cultural resources work to date, and summary of associated information that 
can be made available upon request;  

 A clear and definitive statement that the tribe has 30 days to request consultation; and 

 The lead agency contact information. 
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Project Description and Location 

Southern California Edison (SCE) has filed an application with the CPUC for a permit to 
construct (PTC) for the proposed project. The application was deemed complete on September 
20, 2023 and includes the Proponent’s Environmental Assessment (PEA) prepared by SCE.  

SCE is proposing to rebuild portions of their existing subtransmission system located in Kern 
County and Los Angeles County. The proposed project would involve replacing conductor and 
support structures along the existing Banducci-Kern River 66 kV Subtransmission Line, 
Frazier Park-Gorman 66 kV Subtransmission Line, Gorman-Kern River 66 kV 
Subtransmission Line, as well as modifying existing substations facilities associated with those 
lines. A map of the proposed project alignment is provided in Attachment A. The project 
corridor traverses residential, commercial, agricultural, recreation, and open space land uses. 

The proposed project involves transmission system upgrades along five segments, summarized 
as follows: 

 Segment 1: Kern River 1 Hydroelectric Substation – Structure M20-T3. Segment 
1 is located east of the cities of Arvin and Bakersfield. The majority of existing 
structures and all conductors would be removed, and new structures and conductor 
would be installed along the 20.4 linear miles of Segment 1. Some existing structures 
would be reused. Optical Ground Wire (OPGW) would be installed on the new 
structures. 

 Segment 2: Structure M20 – T3-Structure M46-T6. Segment 2 is located in the 
southeast portion of the San Joaquin Valley. The existing structures and conductor 
would be removed, and new structures and conductor would be installed along the 
26.5 linear miles of Segment 2. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 3: Structure M46-T6 – Gorman Substation. Segment 3 is located in the 
Tehachapi Mountains. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and 
new structures and conductor would be installed along the 4.1 linear miles of 
Segment 3. OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 4: Structure M20-T3 – Structure M11-T3. Segment 4 is located in the 
Tejon Hills. The existing structures and conductor would be removed, and new 
structures and conductor would be installed along the 11.3 linear miles of Segment 4. 
OPGW would be installed on the new structures. 

 Segment 5: Pole X7666E – Banducci Substation. Segment 5 is located in the 
Cummings Valley. Existing structures would be removed, replacement structures 
would be installed, and other structures would be modified. The existing conductor 
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and cable attached to the existing structures would be transferred to the replacement 
poles; third-party infrastructure may be left in-place on existing structures. Insulators 
and other hardware on adjoining structures may be modified to accommodate the 
taller replacement structures. Segment 5 includes 3 linear miles of All-Dielectric 
Self-Supporting (ADSS) fiber optic cable. 

The work at existing substations would include removing and installing conductor, installing 
system protection equipment and cable, and modifying existing system protection equipment. 

Summary of Cultural Resources Work and Documentation 

In 2017, SCE conducted the initial cultural resources records search at the California Historic 
Resources Information Center (CHRIS), South Central Coastal Information (SCCIC) and Southern 
San Joaquin Valley Information Center (SSJVIC) for the proposed project. In 2022, SCE 
conducted a supplemental internal records search. The records search indicated that 24 previously 
recorded resources were mapped within the APE/API. The prehistoric resources (n=8) include 
bedrock milling features, lithic scatters, and isolated lithic materials. The historic resources (n=13) 
include one historic homestead, one historic barn with farming equipment, one historic concrete 
pad, one historic landmark marker, and one historic isolate. Three archaeological resources within 
the APE/API are identified as multi-component (both historic and prehistoric).  

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) search was conducted 
by Arcadis on behalf of SCE on January 23, 2020, The NAHC responded on February 13, 2020, 
stating that the Sacred Lands File (SLF) database resulted in negative results for previously 
identified sacred sites in the vicinity of the proposed project alignment. The NAHC included a list 
of 26 Native American groups associated with the proposed project vicinity that are culturally 
affiliated with the project area and may have additional information on the project area. In addition, 
an NAHC tribal list for formal Native American consultation was requested by the CPUC for AB 
52 best practices compliance.  In January 2022, letters were sent to the Native American groups 
included on the NAHC list to solicit additional information regarding the potential for resources 
within the proposed project area that may be significant to the tribal groups contacted.  

Consultation Request 

If you have any comments or concerns regarding potential impacts to tribal cultural resources (as 
defined in Public Resources Code § 21074) in relation to the proposed project, or would like to 
request any additional information, please contact me at Eric.Chiang@cpuc.ca.gov, copying our 
project consultant at KernRiverTLRR@panoramaenv.com within 30 days of receipt of this 
notice with a formal request for consultation. You may also mail correspondence to me at the 
address below, however emailing is the most expeditious method of communicating, and 
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provides an opportunity for me to respond immediately.  The CPUC can also be contacted 
through the following project website: 
https://ia.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/panoramaenv/Kern_River/index.html

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang
CPUC Project Manager
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue  
San Francisco, CA, 94102-3298

Attachments: Proposed Project Overview Map

Sincerely,

Eric Chiang



 

 

Attachment A: Proposed Project Overview Map 
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Jessica Koteen <jessica.koteen@panoramaenv.com>

Re: [EXTERNAL] Fw: AB 52 Consultation: Proposed Gorman Kern River
Transmission Line Rating and Remediation Project
1 message

Sarah Brunzell <Sarah.Brunzell@tataviam-nsn.us> Fri, Jun 28, 2024 at 10:50 AM
To: Morgan Beigle <morganbeigle@dukecrm.com>
Cc: Jessica Koteen <jessica.koteen@panoramaenv.com>, "Chiang, Eric" <eric.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov>, Susanne Heim
<Susanne.Heim@panoramaenv.com>, Curt Duke <curt@dukecrm.com>

Good morning Morgan,

Happy Friday! Unfortunately, we sƟll have not received the consultaƟon form and associated fee requested
from the California Public UƟliƟes Commission for the proposed project, so I am unable to meet.

The CRM Division of the FTBMI deeply values relaƟonships with other government agencies and desires to
provide the most comprehensive consultaƟon process possible. The fees associated with the project intake
and consultaƟon form(s) allow the CRM Division of the FTBMI to perform detailed iniƟal assessments during
project intake and in-depth research for consultaƟon.

Since the California Public UƟliƟes Commission has chosen to forego this process, the CRM Division of the
FTBMI will be unable to conduct the typical research and consultaƟon for this project. The proposed project
is located within the ancestral territory of the FTBMI and we the know the level of sensiƟvity associated,
therefore we will be requesƟng full-Ɵme monitoring for Segment 3.

If the California Public UƟliƟes Commission would like a meeƟng to discuss the CRM Division of the FTBMI's
process further, we'd be happy to facilitate. Also, the consultaƟon form can be submiƩed at any Ɵme, at
which point we could perform a thorough review and provide detailed informaƟon regarding the sensiƟvity
of the area.

The CRM Division of the FTBMI request the following MiƟgaƟon Measures be added to the Project
Requirements to ensure any potenƟal Tribal Cultural Resources are protected:

301-2.3.5 Full Time Monitoring

The project applicant shall retain a professional Tribal Monitor procured by the Fernandeño Tataviam Band
of Mission Indians to observe all ground-disturbing acƟviƟes including, but not limited to, clearing,
grubbing, grading, excavaƟng, digging, trenching, plowing, drilling, tunneling, quarrying, leveling, driving
posts, auguring, blasƟng, stripping topsoil or similar acƟvity. One Tribal Monitor shall be assigned by the
Tribe to each work crew engaged in ground disturbing acƟvity that is acƟve more than 100 feet from any
other work crew. Tribal Monitoring Services will conƟnue unƟl confirmaƟon is received from the project
applicant, in wriƟng, that all scheduled acƟviƟes pertaining to Tribal Monitoring are complete. If the
Project’s scheduled acƟviƟes require the Tribal Monitor(s) to leave the Project for a period of Ɵme and
return, confirmaƟon shall be submiƩed to the Tribe by Client, in wriƟng, upon compleƟon of each set of
scheduled acƟviƟes and 5 days’ noƟce (if possible) shall be submiƩed to the Tribe by project applicant, in
wriƟng, prior to the start of each set of scheduled acƟviƟes. If cultural resources are encountered, the Tribal
Monitor will have the authority to request that ground-disturbing acƟviƟes cease within 60 feet of
discovery and a qualified archaeologist meeƟng Secretary of Interior standards retained by the project
applicant as well as the Tribal Monitor shall assess the find.
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300-2.4.2 Disposi on and Treatment of Inadvertent Discoveries  

The Lead Agency and/or applicant shall, in good faith, consult with the FTBMI on the disposiƟon and
treatment of any Tribal Cultural Resource encountered during all ground disturbing acƟviƟes. 

 
300-2.5.2 In the Event of Inadvertent Discovery, Human Remains
 
If human remains or funerary objects are encountered during any acƟviƟes associated with the Project,
work in the immediate vicinity (within a 100-foot buffer of the find) shall cease and the County Coroner
shall be contacted pursuant to State Health and Safety Code §7050.5 and that code shall be enforced for the
duraƟon of the Project. 

a. Inadvertent discoveries of human remains and/or funerary object(s) are subject to California State
Health and Safety Code SecƟon 7050.5, and the subsequent disposiƟon of those discoveries shall be
decided by the Most Likely Descendant (MLD), as determined by the NaƟve American Heritage
Commission (NAHC), should those findings be determined as NaƟve American in origin. 

Thank you for your Ɵme and we look forward to future updates on the Project. 

Respectfully,

Please submit all proposed Projects via our Mandatory Digital Project Intake Form:
https://www.tataviam-nsn.us/project-intake/

 
THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED
AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER
APPLICABLE LAW. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or agent responsible for delivering the
message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this electronic transmission in error, please delete it from your system without copying it and
notify the sender by reply e-mail so that the email address record can be corrected. Thank You.

Sarah Brunzell
Manager
Cultural Resources Management Division
Tribal Historic and Cultural Preservation Department

Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians
1019 Second Street
San Fernando, California 91340
Office: (818) 837-0794
Website: http://www.tataviam-nsn.us
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From: Morgan Beigle <morganbeigle@dukecrm.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2024 11:19 AM
To: Sarah Brunzell <Sarah.Brunzell@tataviam-nsn.us>
Cc: Jessica Koteen <jessica.koteen@panoramaenv.com>; Chiang, Eric <eric.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov>; Susanne
Heim <Susanne.Heim@panoramaenv.com>; Curt Duke <curt@dukecrm.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Fw: AB 52 ConsultaƟon: Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line RaƟng and
RemediaƟon Project

[CAUTION] EXTERNAL Email. Exercise caution.

Good morning Sarah,

We would like to set up a meeting in the next week or two to discuss the process of incorporating mitigation
measures for monitoring withing segment 3 of the project. Is there a day that works best for you?

Thank you,

Morgan Beigle, M.A., RPA

(Formerly Morgan Bender)

Archaeologist

DUKE CULTURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

18 Technology Dr., Ste. 103

Irvine, CA 92618

951-760-2265

morganbeigle@dukecrm.com

***** DUKE CRM is open for business and we can support the on-going operaƟons of our clients. We are observing
all local, state, and federal mandates regarding COVID-19, so that we do not jeopardize the health of our employees.
Please contact us if we can be of assistance. *****

From: Sarah Brunzell <Sarah.Brunzell@tataviam-nsn.us>
Sent: Friday, April 26, 2024 12:44 PM
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To: Morgan Beigle <morganbeigle@dukecrm.com>
Cc: Jessica Koteen <jessica.koteen@panoramaenv.com>; Chiang, Eric <eric.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fw: AB 52 ConsultaƟon: Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line RaƟng and
RemediaƟon Project

Thank you Morgan,

Have a good weekend.

Kind Regards,

Please submit all proposed Projects via our Mandatory Digital Project Intake Form:

https://www.tataviam-nsn.us/project-intake/

THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED
AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER
APPLICABLE LAW. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or agent responsible for delivering the
message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this electronic transmission in error, please delete it from your system without copying it and
notify the sender by reply e-mail so that the email address record can be corrected. Thank You.

Sarah Brunzell
Manager

Cultural Resources Management Division
Tribal Historic and Cultural Preservation Department

Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians
1019 Second Street
San Fernando, California 91340
Office: (818) 837-0794

Website: http://www.tataviam-nsn.us
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From: Morgan Beigle <morganbeigle@dukecrm.com>
Sent: Friday, April 26, 2024 12:16 PM
To: Sarah Brunzell <Sarah.Brunzell@tataviam-nsn.us>
Cc: Jessica Koteen <jessica.koteen@panoramaenv.com>; Chiang, Eric <eric.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fw: AB 52 ConsultaƟon: Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line RaƟng and
RemediaƟon Project

 

[CAUTION] EXTERNAL Email. Exercise caution.

Hi Sarah,

 

I will let them know. 

 

Have a good weekend,

Morgan 

 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Sarah Brunzell <Sarah.Brunzell@tataviam-nsn.us>
Sent: Friday, April 26, 2024 10:57 AM
To: Morgan Beigle <morganbeigle@dukecrm.com>
Cc: Jessica Koteen <jessica.koteen@panoramaenv.com>; Chiang, Eric <eric.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fw: AB 52 ConsultaƟon: Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line RaƟng and RemediaƟon Project

 

Good morning Morgan, 

 

Thank you for this information. The proposed project is categorized as Medium Sensitivity. Please request the project
applicant complete the consultation form at the link below and select Medium Sensitivity: 

 

https://www.tataviam-nsn.us/government/departments/thcp/tribal-consultation-process/project-consultation-form/

 

Once the consultation form is received, I will reach out to the lead agency regarding their availability to engage in
government-to-government consultation. 

 

Kind Regards,

 

Please submit all proposed Projects via our Mandatory Digital Project Intake Form:

https://www.tataviam-nsn.us/project-intake/
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THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED
AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER
APPLICABLE LAW. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or agent responsible for delivering the
message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this electronic transmission in error, please delete it from your system without copying it and
notify the sender by reply e-mail so that the email address record can be corrected. Thank You.

Sarah Brunzell
Manager

Cultural Resources Management Division
Tribal Historic and Cultural Preservation Department

Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians
1019 Second Street
San Fernando, California 91340
Office: (818) 837-0794

Website: http://www.tataviam-nsn.us

From: Morgan Beigle <morganbeigle@dukecrm.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 24, 2024 8:00 AM
To: Sarah Brunzell <Sarah.Brunzell@tataviam-nsn.us>
Cc: Jessica Koteen <jessica.koteen@panoramaenv.com>; Chiang, Eric <eric.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fw: AB 52 ConsultaƟon: Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line RaƟng and
RemediaƟon Project

[CAUTION] EXTERNAL Email. Exercise caution.

Good morning Sarah,

The new structures will be adjacent to the current structures. As for the tribal monitors during initial construction, the
towers are over 100 years old so assume tribal monitors were not present.

Best,
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Morgan 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Sarah Brunzell <Sarah.Brunzell@tataviam-nsn.us>
Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2024 4:57:17 PM
To: Morgan Beigle <morganbeigle@dukecrm.com>
Cc: Jessica Koteen <jessica.koteen@panoramaenv.com>; Chiang, Eric <eric.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fw: AB 52 ConsultaƟon: Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line RaƟng and
RemediaƟon Project

 

Good afternoon Morgan, 

 

Regarding Segment 3, was installation of the existing structures and conductor previously observed by a Tribal Monitor
during construction? Also, are the new structures and conductor being installed in the exact same location as the existing
structures and conductor? 

 

Kind Regards,

 

Please submit all proposed Projects via our Mandatory Digital Project Intake Form:

https://www.tataviam-nsn.us/project-intake/

 

THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED
AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER
APPLICABLE LAW. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or agent responsible for delivering the
message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this electronic transmission in error, please delete it from your system without copying it and
notify the sender by reply e-mail so that the email address record can be corrected. Thank You.

 

Sarah Brunzell
Manager

Cultural Resources Management Division
Tribal Historic and Cultural Preservation Department

Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians
1019 Second Street
San Fernando, California 91340
Office: (818) 837-0794

Website: http://www.tataviam-nsn.us
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From: Morgan Beigle <morganbeigle@dukecrm.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2024 10:26 AM
To: Sarah Brunzell <Sarah.Brunzell@tataviam-nsn.us>
Cc: Jessica Koteen <jessica.koteen@panoramaenv.com>; Chiang, Eric <eric.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fw: AB 52 ConsultaƟon: Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line RaƟng and
RemediaƟon Project

[CAUTION] EXTERNAL Email. Exercise caution.

Hi Sarah,

They deferred in general, they did specify to whom.

Best,

Morgan Beigle, M.A., RPA

(Formerly Morgan Bender)

Archaeologist

DUKE CULTURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

18 Technology Dr., Ste. 103

Irvine, CA 92618

951-760-2265

morganbeigle@dukecrm.com

***** DUKE CRM is open for business and we can support the on-going operaƟons of our clients. We are observing
all local, state, and federal mandates regarding COVID-19, so that we do not jeopardize the health of our employees.
Please contact us if we can be of assistance. *****
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From: Sarah Brunzell <Sarah.Brunzell@tataviam-nsn.us>
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2024 10:25 AM
To: Morgan Beigle <morganbeigle@dukecrm.com>
Cc: Jessica Koteen <jessica.koteen@panoramaenv.com>; Chiang, Eric <eric.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fw: AB 52 ConsultaƟon: Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line RaƟng and
RemediaƟon Project

 

Good morning Morgan, 

 

To confirm, the Tejon Tribe deferred back to the FTBMI specifically? I just want to confirm prior to proceeding. 

 

Kind Regards,

 

Please submit all proposed Projects via our Mandatory Digital Project Intake Form:

https://www.tataviam-nsn.us/project-intake/

 

THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED
AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER
APPLICABLE LAW. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or agent responsible for delivering the
message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this electronic transmission in error, please delete it from your system without copying it and
notify the sender by reply e-mail so that the email address record can be corrected. Thank You.

 

Sarah Brunzell
Manager

Cultural Resources Management Division
Tribal Historic and Cultural Preservation Department

Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians
1019 Second Street
San Fernando, California 91340
Office: (818) 837-0794

Website: http://www.tataviam-nsn.us
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From: Morgan Beigle <morganbeigle@dukecrm.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2024 9:52 AM
To: Sarah Brunzell <Sarah.Brunzell@tataviam-nsn.us>
Cc: Jessica Koteen <jessica.koteen@panoramaenv.com>; Chiang, Eric <eric.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fw: AB 52 ConsultaƟon: Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line RaƟng and
RemediaƟon Project

[CAUTION] EXTERNAL Email. Exercise caution.

Good morning Sarah,

During our pre-consultation efforts, the Tejon tribe deferred and during the formal consultation they have not returned our
follow-up email or call (following the letter sent via mail). From your response below, we wanted to keep you informed that
at this point the Tejon tribe is deferring. Please let us know if you would like to continue providing us with a level of
sensitivity.

Thank you and feel free to reach out with any questions.

Best,

Morgan Beigle, M.A., RPA

(Formerly Morgan Bender)

Archaeologist

DUKE CULTURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

18 Technology Dr., Ste. 103

Irvine, CA 92618

951-760-2265

morganbeigle@dukecrm.com

***** DUKE CRM is open for business and we can support the on-going operaƟons of our clients. We are observing
all local, state, and federal mandates regarding COVID-19, so that we do not jeopardize the health of our employees.
Please contact us if we can be of assistance. *****
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From: Sarah Brunzell <Sarah.Brunzell@tataviam-nsn.us>
Sent: Wednesday, December 6, 2023 12:30:23 PM
To: Chiang, Eric <eric.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov>
Cc: THCP <thcp@tataviam-nsn.us>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fw: AB 52 ConsultaƟon: Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line RaƟng
and RemediaƟon Project

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organizaƟon. Do not click links or open aƩachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 

Good afternoon Eric, 

 

Thank you for providing the project intake form and the Work Area Closeups for our initial assessment. The
CRM Division of the FTBMI defer to Tejon Indian Tribe for Segment 3 and the Gorman Substation. If Tejon
Indian Tribe does not wish to consult on Segment 3 and the Gorman Substation, please inform the CRM
Division of the FTBMI and we will provide the sensitivity level for consultation. 

 

The CRM Division of the FTBMI does not request consultation pursuant to AB 52 for any other segment. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 

 

Kind Regards,

 

Please submit all proposed Projects via our Mandatory Digital Project Intake Form:

https://www.tataviam-nsn.us/project-intake/

 

 

THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS
ADDRESSED AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT
FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient
or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this electronic
transmission in error, please delete it from your system without copying it and notify the sender by reply e-mail
so that the email address record can be corrected. Thank You.
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Sarah Brunzell
Manager

Cultural Resources Management Division
Tribal Historic and Cultural Preservation Department

Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians
1019 Second Street
San Fernando, California 91340
Office: (818) 837-0794

Website: http://www.tataviam-nsn.us

From: Sarah Brunzell <Sarah.Brunzell@tataviam-nsn.us>
Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2023 4:21 PM
To: Chiang, Eric <eric.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fw: AB 52 ConsultaƟon: Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line RaƟng
and RemediaƟon Project

 

Hi Eric, 

 

I just received it, thank you. I will perform the initial assessment and be in touch shortly. 

 

Kind Regards,

 

Please submit all proposed Projects via our Mandatory Digital Project Intake Form:

https://www.tataviam-nsn.us/project-intake/

 

THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS
ADDRESSED AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT
FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient
or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this electronic
transmission in error, please delete it from your system without copying it and notify the sender by reply e-mail
so that the email address record can be corrected. Thank You.

 

Sarah Brunzell
Manager

Cultural Resources Management Division
Tribal Historic and Cultural Preservation Department

Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians
1019 Second Street
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San Fernando, California 91340
Office: (818) 837-0794

Website: http://www.tataviam-nsn.us

From: Chiang, Eric <eric.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov>
Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2023 4:18 PM
To: Sarah Brunzell <Sarah.Brunzell@tataviam-nsn.us>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Fw: AB 52 ConsultaƟon: Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line RaƟng
and RemediaƟon Project

 

[CAUTION] EXTERNAL Email. Exercise caution.

 

Hi Sarah,

 

Apologies but I thought our consultants submitted the fee when initially requested as instructed.  We are
looking into this right now and will get back to you.  

 

Thanks,

Eric

 

From: Sarah Brunzell <Sarah.Brunzell@tataviam-nsn.us>
Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2023, 2:48 PM
To: Chiang, Eric <eric.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov>
Cc: THCP <thcp@tataviam-nsn.us>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fw: AB 52 Consultation: Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission
Line Rating and Remediation Project

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organizaƟon. Do not click links or open aƩachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 

Good afternoon Mr. Chiang, 

 

I'm following up on the correspondence below. Can you please confirm receipt of this message? 

 

Thank you in advance. 

 

Kind Regards,
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Please submit all proposed Projects via our Mandatory Digital Project Intake Form:

https://www.tataviam-nsn.us/project-intake/

 

THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS
ADDRESSED AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT
FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient
or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this electronic
transmission in error, please delete it from your system without copying it and notify the sender by reply e-mail
so that the email address record can be corrected. Thank You.

 

Sarah Brunzell
Manager

Cultural Resources Management Division
Tribal Historic and Cultural Preservation Department

Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians
1019 Second Street
San Fernando, California 91340
Office: (818) 837-0794

Website: http://www.tataviam-nsn.us

 

From: Sarah Brunzell
Sent: Tuesday, October 10, 2023 12:28 PM
To: eric.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov <eric.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov>
Cc: KernRiverTLRR@panoramaenv.com <KernRiverTLRR@panoramaenv.com>; THCP
<thcp@tataviam-nsn.us>
Subject: AB 52 ConsultaƟon: Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line RaƟng and RemediaƟon
Project

 

Good afternoon Mr. Chiang, 

 

On behalf of the Cultural Resources Management Division of the Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission
Indians, thank you for the formal notification and opportunity to consult on the proposed Gorman Kern River
Transmission Line Rating and Remediation Project. 

 

Please have the project applicant complete our mandatory digital project intake form at the link below: 

 

https://www.tataviam-nsn.us/project-intake/
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Project Intake
/

www.tataviam-nsn.us

 

 

Once the form is received, I'll confirm what level of consultation is required. Please see our fee schedule
attached in case you are new to our process. 

 

Let me know if you have any questions. 

 

Kind Regards,

 

Please submit all proposed Projects via our Mandatory Digital Project Intake Form:

https://www.tataviam-nsn.us/project-intake/

 

THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS
ADDRESSED AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT
FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient
or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this electronic
transmission in error, please delete it from your system without copying it and notify the sender by reply e-mail
so that the email address record can be corrected. Thank You.

 

Sarah Brunzell
Manager

Cultural Resources Management Division
Tribal Historic and Cultural Preservation Department

Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians
1019 Second Street
San Fernando, California 91340
Office: (818) 837-0794

Website: http://www.tataviam-nsn.us
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Jessica Koteen <jessica.koteen@panoramaenv.com>

Fwd: [EXTERNAL] RE: AB 52 Tribal Consultation for Gorman Kern River Transmission Line
Rating and Remediation Project, Kern and Los Angeles Counties, CA
1 message

Chiang, Eric <eric.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov> Fri, Oct 13, 2023 at 12:56 PM
To: Jessica Koteen <jessica.koteen@panoramaenv.com>, "susanne.heim@panoramaenv.com" <Susanne.Heim@panoramaenv.com>

Fyi, not sure if you got this...

From: Jamie Nord <Jamie.Nord@sanmanuel-nsn.gov>
Sent: Friday, October 13, 2023 12:53:10 PM
To: Chiang, Eric <eric.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: AB 52 Tribal Consulta on for Gorman Kern River Transmission Line Ra ng and Remedia on Project, Kern
and Los Angeles Coun es, CA

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organiza on. Do not click links or open a achments unless you recognize the sender and
know the content is safe.

Hello Eric

Thank you for contacting the Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel Nation (formerly known as the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians)
regarding the above-referenced project. YSMN appreciates the opportunity to review the project documentation, which was received
by the Cultural Resources Management Department on October 5th, 2023. The proposed project is located outside of Serrano
ancestral territory and, as such, YSMN will not be requesting to receive consulting party status with the lead agency or to participate in
the scoping, development, or review of documents created pursuant to legal and regulatory mandates.

Respectfully

Jamie Nord

Tribal Archaeologist

GmaU 



Jessica Koteen <jessica.koteen@panoramaenv.com>

RE: Gorman Kern River Transmission Line Rating and Remediation Project- CEQA AB-52
Formal Notification Letter
1 message

Robert Gomez <rogomezzjr@gmail.com> Tue, Oct 17, 2023 at 2:40 PM
To: Jessica Koteen <jessica.koteen@panoramaenv.com>

Thank you.  I hope you have our changed address as P.O. Box 833, Weldon,CA93283.

Thank, you,

Robert Gomez

Chairman

Tubatulabal Tribe

Sent from Mail for Windows

From: Jessica Koteen
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 2:38 PM
To: rogomezzjr@gmail.com
Cc: Morgan Beigle; Curt Duke; Chiang, Eric; Sara Sloan
Subject: Fwd: Gorman Kern River Transmission Line Rating and Remediation Project- CEQA AB-52 Formal Notification Letter

Good afternoon Robert and great talking to you.  Below is the email I sent yesterday to your other email address.  Please review the
attachment and call me if you have any questions.

Have a great day!

Jessica Koteen

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Jessica Koteen <jessica.koteen@panoramaenv.com>
Date: Mon, Oct 16, 2023 at 10:30 AM
Subject: Gorman Kern River Transmission Line Rating and Remediation Project- CEQA AB-52 Formal Notification Letter
To: Robert Gomez <rgomez@tubatulabal.org>
Cc: Morgan Beigle <morganbeigle@dukecrm.com>, Curt Duke <curt@dukecrm.com>, Sara Sloan <sara.sloan@panoramaenv.com>,
Chiang, Eric <eric.chiang@cpuc.ca.gov>, Jessica Koteen <jessica.koteen@panoramaenv.com>

Good morning Chairperson Gomez,

We sent a Formal Notification of Proposed Gorman Kern River Transmission Line Rating and Remediation Project on October 2,
2023.  We received the letter back as undeliverable (Addressed to Robert Gomez, Chairperson Tubatulabals of Kern Valley - P.O. Box
226 Lake Isabella, CA, 93240).  I am re-attaching the letter that was sent.  Can you please confirm receipt of this email and let us
know if you would like us to re-send the letter to a different address or if the electronic letter provided would be sufficient.

Gm,aU 



 

Thank you! 

 

--

Jessica Koteen, Senior Manager 
Panorama Environmental, Inc.

717 Market Street, Suite 400

San Francisco, CA 94103

c.323.646.0237

 

--

Jessica Koteen, Senior Manager 
Panorama Environmental, Inc.

717 Market Street, Suite 400

San Francisco, CA 94103

c.323.646.0237

 




