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CE OF EXEMPTION

X Office of Planning and Research FROM: CA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 18110 W. Henry-Miller Ave.
Sacramento, CA 95814 Los Banos, CA 93635 S

Office of the County Clerk-Recorder
County Merced
2222 M Street
Merced, CA 95340

Project Title:
Delta-Mendota Interconnected Surface Water Monitoring Wells (ISW-3).

Project Location - Specific:
Off HWY 140 West on the San Joaquin River. Less than 2 miles northeast of Gustine, CA.

Project Location — City:
Gustine, CA

Project Location — County

Merced County

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:

Delta-Mendota (Attachment 1) is implementing Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) actions, submitted in 2020,
to achieve and maintain groundwater sustainability within the Delta-Mendota Subbasin in accordance with the 2014
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act. This NOE covers the construction and monitoring related activities for
installing the monitoring well near Gustine along the San Joaquin River to fill substantial data gaps related to better
understanding surface water-groundwater interactions to develop sustainability criteria.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project:
California Department of Fish and Wildlife.

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project:
California Department of Fish and Wildlife.

Exempt Status: (Check one)
L Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
U Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
U Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));

Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Ciass 4, Section 15304, Title 14 CCR; Class 6, Section 15306, Title 14
CCR; and Class 1, Section 15301, Title 14 CCR.

U Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:

The construction activities consist of nonsignificant impacts to the condition of the land. And the proposed project
consists of basic data collection and resource evaluation activities that do not result in a significant impact to any
environmental resource. Attachment 2 includes more information regarding this determination.

Lead Agency Contact Person:
Sean Allen, Senior Envt. Scientist Supervisor
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(209) 826-0463
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Attachment 1: Delta-Mendota Interconnected Surface Water Monitoring Wells

San Luis Delta-Mendota Water Authority (SLDMWA)

Delta-Mendota Subbasin

Delta-Mendota GSA Groundwater Sustainability Plan Implementation Project

Notice of Exemption — For CA Dept. of Fish & Wildlife Interconnected Surface Water Monitoring Well 3

SAN LUIS & DELTA-MENDOTA WATER AUTHORITY

HOME MEETINGS OPERATIONS LEARN MORE ABOUT SLDMWA MEDIA & PRESS PROJECTS CONTACT

GROUNDWATER

SLDMWA is working collaboratively with its Member Agencies and local interests to meet Sustainable Groundwater Management guidelines and to strengthen water
supply reliability in the Delta-Mendota Service Area.

The Water Authority is working collaboratively with GSAs and member agencies to successfully implement SGMA in the Delta-Mendota subbasin and providing facilitation
and coordination services for neighboring subbasins.

Delta Mendota Subbasin

The proposed project is implementing GSP monitoring efforts in the Delta-Mendota Subbasin consistent
with updated GSPs in coordination with local Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs).

Minimum Thresholds

Minimum Thresholds (MTs), explained more in GSP
Chapter 13, are numeric values that define Undesirable
Results. For example, in the Delta Mendota Subbasin a
key indicator of sustainability is groundwater levels. The
chronic lowering of groundwater levels is a Sustainability
Indicator. The Subbasin MT for Chronic Lowering of
Groundwater Levels set groundwater level at or above
2015 groundwater elevations. In simple terms,
exceeding this MT would be an undesirable result
requiring correction. The chronic lowering of
groundwater influences several other key sustainability
Indicators, including Reduction of Groundwater Storage,
Land Subsidence, Depletions of Interconnected Surface
Water, and, potentially, Degraded Water Quality. The
MT level will support the avoidance of Undesirable
Results for other Sustainability Indicators.




San Luis Delta-Mendota Water Authority (SLDMWA)

Delta-Mendota Subbasin

Delta-Mendota GSA Groundwater Sustainability Plan Implementation Project

Notice of Exemption — For CA Dept. of Fish & Wildlife Interconnected Surface Water Monitoring Well 3

National

2 Antioch - - — S
© ',’“L‘,'f',’
S Stockton
in ey TRACY
Oakland
cis (A Trac
FIr] Lo,
g o) e San Leandro
Livermore Modesto
San Mateo Efamont
San Jose
3185 Merced
{ A | R A
DELTA-MENDOTA
Santa Cruz
Salinas

Esri, HERE, Garmin, FAO, USGS, EP... 2\

Information follows on the proposed construction activities associated with expanding groundwater
monitoring networks and filling data gaps for implementation of Delta-Mendota Subbasin GSA GSPs
within San Joaquin, Stanislaus, and Merced counties. SLDMWA serves as a Program Manager for the
implementation of GSP activities and the California Department of Fish & Wildlife is the lead agency for
ISW monitoring well 3 located near Gustine, CA on the San Joaquin River.



Attachment 2: Delta-Mendota Interconnected Surface Water Monitoring Wells

San Luis Delta-Mendota Water Authority (SLDMWA)

Delta-Mendota Subbasin

Delta-Mendota GSA Groundwater Sustainability Plan Implementation Project

Notice of Exemption — For CA Dept. of Fish & Wildlife Interconnected Surface Water Monitoring Well 3

Items Included in Attachment 2

Excerpts Regarding Data Gaps from Delta-Mendota Subbasin GSPs
Proposed CA Dept. of Fish & Wildlife Monitoring Well 3 Location Map

Project Description:

The Delta-Mendota Subbasin has obtained grant funds for SGMA implementation, which will be used in
part to construct three interconnected surface water (ISW) monitoring wells. Data specific to ISW has not
been collected, and these monitoring sites will fill a significant data gap. Each well will be located along
the San Joaquin River and will consist of three completions: one shallow monitoring zone in the upper 50
feet, a second completion within the Upper Aquifer at approximately 150 feet, and a third completion in
the Lower Aquifer to an approximate depth between 300 and 450 feet. These wells will provide
information on how shallow groundwater interacts with surface water in the San Joaquin River. The
deeper completions will provide information on how groundwater management impacts vertical
gradients and whether pumping in both the Upper and Lower Aquifer affects surface water flows. The
data collected from these wells will be used to develop sustainable management criteria.

The proposed project is implementing GSP monitoring efforts in the Delta-Mendota Subbasin consistent
with updated GSPs in coordination with local Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs).

Information follows on the proposed construction activities associated with expanding groundwater
monitoring networks and filling data gaps for implementation of Delta-Mendota Subbasin GSA GSPs
within San Joaquin, Stanislaus, and Merced counties. SLDMWA serves as a Program Manager for the
implementation of GSP activities.
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4.2.8 Data Gaps

The Delta-Mendota Subbasin is an extensive subbasin covering a large area extending along the
northwestern end of the San Joaquin Valley. While there is a significant amount of data available
regarding various groundwater-related aspects of the Subbasin, much is still not known in multiple
locations around the Subbasin. To this end, the following data gaps have been identified and will be
addressed as part of the interim period between adoption of this GSP and its first 5-year update.

A Information regarding subsidence varies in extent around the region. While there is a large amount of
land elevation survey data available in association with the DMC and the San Joaquin River
Restoration Program, other areas in the Delta-Mendota Subbasin require additional data collection to
both further establish and monitor future land subsidence rates.

A Only three shallow groundwater wells exist proximate to the northern end of the San Joaquin River
(outside of the area being addressed by the San Joaquin River Restoration Programs. Additional
nested or clustered monitoring wells are required adjacent to the river on the northern end of the
Subbasin to evaluate horizontal and vertical groundwater gradients, and in connection with river
stage monitoring, to assess the interconnection between the San Joaquin River and the northeastern
end of the Delta-Mendota Subbasin.

A There are a large number of wells in the Delta-Mendota Subbasin where no well construction
information exists or is readily available. Video surveys and other surveys should be conducted on
selected wells that may potentially be added to the Subbasin monitoring network to (I) identify where
the wells are screened, and (2) determine if the wells are appropriate as additions to the GSP
Groups' groundwater monitoring programs.

A Mapping of GDEs in the Delta-Mendota Subbasin, as contained in this Common Chapter, is an initial
assessment of their location. This mapping may be refined using most recent groundwater
elevation/depth to water contour mapping.

A Monitoring networks contained herein are preliminary and were formulated based on existing well
information. As additional wells are installed in the Subbasin and additional well construction
information is obtained for existing wells, these networks may need to be refined to improve on the
spatial (areal and vertical) distribution of monitoring points and the data collected for evaluation of
conditions of the groundwater basin.

A The sustainable yield estimates and water budgets contained in this Common Chapter for both the
Upper and Lower Aquifers were developed using limited data. As additional data are collected over
the first five years, improved sustainable yield estimates and estimates of water in storage in both
principal aquifers should be prepared utilizing the new data.

In addition to these Subbasin-level data gaps, additional data gaps have been identified for each GSP Plan
Area. Please see the individual GSPs for additional identified data gaps.

4.3 Delta-Mendota Subbasin Water Budgets

This section describes the common coordinated assumptions agreed upon and utilized by each GSP
Group in the Delta-Mendota Subbasin in developing the historical, current, and projected water budgets
for their respective GSP Plan Areas. These coordinated historical, current, and projected water budgets
were then compiled to prepare the subbasin-level water budgets required under the GSP Regulations §

Delta Mendota Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan CC-130
Revised Common Chapter June 2022
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