
Notice of Exemption FORM “A” 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

TO: 

☒ Office of Planning and Research
P. O. Box 3044, Room 113
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

FROM: 
(Public 
Agency) 

Name: Sweetwater Authority 

Address: 505 Garrett Avenue 

Chula Vista, CA 91910 

Telephone: 619-420-1413 

☒ Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

or

County Clerk (Include County name)

Address:

1. Project Title: National City Wells Iron and Manganese Removal 
System Project 

2. Project Applicant: Sweetwater Authority 

3. Project Location – Identify street address and cross
streets or attach a map showing project site
(preferably a USGS 15’ or 7 1/2’ topographical map
identified by quadrangle name):

The Proposed Project is located on the National City 
Wells Site, in the city of National City, CA., and on the 
south side of Division Street, immediately east of the 805 
HWY (APNs 554-050-16). See attached Figure 1 and 
Figure 2, for reference. 

4. (a) Project Location – City: National City (b) Project Location – County: San Diego

5. Description of nature, purpose, and beneficiaries of
Project:

The Proposed Project includes the installation of a new 
iron and manganese removal system (project), which 
includes the installation of a new filtration system, 
pump skid container and equipment, new backwash 
tank, new sewer discharge pipe, and new system piping, 
valving, and instrumentation.  

For background, the National City Wells located in 
National City produce high-quality water that’s only 
necessary to disinfect and fluoridate before it enters 
Sweetwater Authority’s distribution system. Raw water 
iron and manganese levels from the National City Wells 
average 0.042 milligrams per liter (mg/L) and 0.012 
mg/L, respectively. Although these levels are below the 
secondary maximum contaminant levels for both iron 
(0.3 mg/L) and manganese (0.05 mg/L), these metals 
precipitate and accumulate within the distribution 
system over time, and are resuspended when flow 
velocities within the distribution system change due to 
operational activities, maintenance activities, and 
disruptions caused by knocked off fire hydrants or 
water main breaks. The resuspension of iron and 



Notice of Exemption  FORM “A” 
 

manganese within the distribution system has led to 
discolored water complaints by customers in National 
City. In 2020, the Authority completed a vigorous 
flushing program of the water mains in National City 
using a recirculation/filtration process that produces 
little-to-no discharge. There is a high level of confidence 
that historical accumulated deposits have been removed 
from the water mains in National City. However, it is 
anticipated that these metals would precipitate and 
accumulate within the distribution system again over 
time. The Proposed Project will prevent accumulation 
of iron and manganese within the distribution system 
by removing these constituents before they enter the 
system.  

6. Name of Public Agency approving project: Sweetwater Authority 

7. Name of Person or Agency undertaking the project, 
including any person undertaking an activity that 
receives financial assistance from the Public Agency 
as part of the activity or the person receiving a lease, 
permit, license, certificate, or other entitlement of use 
from the Public Agency as part of the activity: 

Agency: Sweetwater Authority 

Project Manager: 

Erick Del Bosque, P.E. 

Director of Engineering and Operations 

Email: edelbosque@sweetwater.org 

Phone: (619) 409-6750 

8. Exempt status: (check one)  

 (a) ☐ Ministerial project. (Pub. Resources Code § 21080(b)(1); State CEQA 
Guidelines § 15268) 

 (b) ☐ Not a project. State CEQA Guidelines 15050(c)(2)-(3) 

 (c) ☐ Declared Emergency (Pub. Resources Code § 21080(b)(3); State CEQA 
Guidelines § 15269(a)) 

 (d) ☐ Emergency Project. (Pub. Resources Code § 21080(b)(4); State CEQA 
Guidelines § 15269(b),(c)) 

 (e) ☒ Categorical Exemption.  
State type and section number: 

Class 3: New Construction or Conversion of Small 
Structures (State CEQA Guidelines Section 15303) 

 (f) ☐ Statutory Exemption.  
State Code section number: 

 

 (g) ☐ Other. Explanation:  

9. Reason why project was exempt: The Proposed Project includes the installation of an iron 
and manganese removal system, adjacent to the existing 
National City Wells site. The iron and manganese 
removal system would not involve the use of significant 
amount of hazardous substance, and would only include 
a limited number of new, relatively small facilities, all 
adjacent to the existing well facilities. The surface area 
used for the new buildings and facilities above surface 
is approximately 2,100 square feet. 

 
10. Lead Agency Contact Person: 

Telephone: 

Israel Marquez, Land and Environmental Manager 

(619) 409-6759 

imarquez@sweetwater.org  

mailto:edelbosque@sweetwater.org
mailto:imarquez@sweetwater.org


11. If filed by applicant: Attach Certificate of Determination (Form "B") before filing.

12. Was a public hearing held by the Lead Agency to consider the exemption? Yes D No IZI
If yes, the date of the public hearing was:

Signature 7 

Erick Del Bosque. P.E. 
Name 

IZI Signed by Lead Agency 

Date Received for Filing: 

( Clerk Stamp Here) 

October 28. 2024 
Date of Signature 

Director of Engineering and Operations 
Title 

□ Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

Notice of Exemption FORM"A" 
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CERTIFICATE OF DETERMINATION 

(If Notice of Exemption filed by Project Applicant, Project Applicant must Attach to Notice of Exemption) 

1. Name or description of project: National City Wells Iron and Manganese Removal System Project 

2. Project Location – Identify street 
address and cross streets or attach a 
map showing project site (preferably a 
USGS 15’ or 7 1/2’ topographical map 
identified by quadrangle name): 

The Proposed Project is located on the National City Wells Site 
Property, in the city of National City, CA., and on the south side of 
Division Street, immediately east of the 805 HWY (APNs 554-050-
16).  

3. Entity or person undertaking project: 
 

A. Sweetwater Authority 

B. Other (Private)  

 (1) Name  

 (2) Address  

4. Staff Determination: 

The Lead Agency’s Staff, having undertaken and completed a preliminary review of this project in accordance 
with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the Lead Agency’s Local Guidelines for Implementing 
CEQA has concluded that this project does not require further environmental assessment because: 

 a. ☐ The proposed action does not constitute a project under CEQA. 

 b. ☐ The project is a Ministerial Project. 

 c. ☐ The project is an Emergency Project. 

 d. ☐ The project constitutes a feasibility or planning study. 

 e. ☒ The project is categorically exempt. 

Applicable Exemption Class: Class 3: New Construction or Conversion of Small 
Structures (State CEQA Guidelines Section 15303) 

 f. ☐ The project is statutorily exempt. 

Applicable Exemption:  

 g. ☐ The project is otherwise exempt on the 
following basis: 

 

 h. ☐ The project involves another public agency which constitutes the Lead Agency. 

Name of Lead Agency:  
 

Date: October 22, 2024 Staff: Israel Marquez, Land and Environmental Manager 
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