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Notice of Exemption

To: From:

X Office of Planning and Research Mendocino County Planning & Building
U.S. Mail: Street Address: 860 North Bush Street
PO Box 3044 1400 Tenth St., Rm 113 Ukiah, CA 95482

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Sacramento, CA 95812 Contact: Julia Krog
: Phone: 707-234-6650
X County Clerk:
County of Mendocino
501 Low Gap Road
Ukiah, CA 95482

Fee Exempt per Government Code section 27383
Project Title: Defensible Space for Homes and Access Routes Mowing and Maintenance

Project Applicant._County of Mendocino

Project Location - Specific. County-wide
Project Location - City: Various Communities Project Location - County: Mendocino

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: The project will maintain defensible space around
homes and along access routes through the strategic treatment of hazardous vegetation and long-term
maintenance of fuel loading and hazard tree removal as necessary. The project is intended to reduce the
likelihood that life or property will be lost in the case of wildfire, both because homes and roadsides will be less
likely to ignite and because firefighters will have more opportunity to safely deploy and stage their resources.
Treatments will involve fire abatement mowing with an industrial mower and limited use of an excavator, or skid
steer, with a masticator head attachment (swing-boom mechanics) which will remain on the existing roadway and
reach in to treat above-ground vegetation. The masticator head will avoid direct contact with the ground to
eliminate ground disturbance. Vegetation will be left to decompcse onsite or chipped and broadcast onsite.
Chippers will not leave the roadway. Roadside treatments will generally occur 30’ from either side of the road.

The project may invoive limited removal of dead, diseased or hazardous trees greater than 10” in diameter
determined to be in danger of falling along access routes or within a structure’s’ defensible space.

The project will involve conducting seasonal bird-nesting surveys and identifying any sensitive areas to avoid with
mechanical treatments. Work will not be done within 30' away from any potentially fish-bearing stream or 15' of
any other potential waterways.

No more than 1,000 acres will be treated countyW|de annuatly under this project.

Name of Public Agency Approving the Project: COUNTY OF MENDOCINO

Name of Person or Agency Carrying out Project: Mendocino County Fire Safe Council

Exempt Status: (check one):

] Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
[] Declared Emergency (Sec. 21070(b)(3); 15269(a));

[] Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));

X Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: CEQA Guidelines Section 15301(a) Existing Fagilities and Section
15304(i) Minor Alterations to Land

[ Statutory Exemption. State code number;

Reasons why project is exempt: This project fits under portions of two Categorical Exemptions to CEQA:

Class 1-Existing Facilities. This includes treatment areas where vegetation removal will be conducted to maintain
fuel breaks, fire roads, and road corridors.

Class 4 -Minor Alterations to Land. This includes treatment areas where vegetation treatment does not involve the
removal of mature, healthy, or scenic trees. These treatments have negligible or no permanent effects on the
landscape and will not result in the taking of rare, endangered, or threatened species of plants or animals. No
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exceptions apply that would preclude the use of a notice of exemption for this project. The County has concluded
that no significant environmental impact would occur to aesthetics, agriculture and forestland or timberland, air
quality, biological resources, cultural resources, energy, geology and soils, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards
and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use planning, mineral resources, noise, population
and housing, public services, recreation, transportation or traffic, tribal cultural resources, utilities, and service
system.

Lead Agency
Contact Person:_Julia Krog, Planning & Building Director  Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 707-234-6650

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has aNotice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? ] Yes [ No

Signature: “ Lo A /Uﬁ(\)/ Date: 11/6/2024 Title: Director
X Signed by Lead Agency [] Signed by Applicant ‘
Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR;

Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.




