
 

North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 

 

To: Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation CEQA Submit 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
 

Project Title: Hartsook Creek Fish Passage Project (WDID No. 1B25159WNHU) 

Project Location: Humboldt County Coordinates: 40.01032° N, 123.79071° W 

Project Description: On December 9, 2025, the North Coast Regional Water Quality 
Control Board (Regional Water Board) issued this Statewide Restoration General Order 
Notice of Applicability (NOA) to Caltrans. This Project will address a barrier to fish 
passage on Hartsook Creek by removing the existing box culvert and replacing it with a 
concrete bridge. This notice is to advise that the Regional Water Board issued the 
above-described NOA on the date signed below. 

Public Agency Approving Project: North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 

Person or Public Agency Carrying Out Project: Caltrans, District 1 

Exempt Status: On November 4, 2024, Caltrans, District 1, the Lead Agency, 
determined that the Project is categorically exempt pursuant to Public Resources Code 
section 15333 Small Habitat Restoration Projects. The Lead Agency determined that the 
Project meets certain qualifying criteria for the exemption. Pursuant to Public Resources 
Code section 21080.1(a), the Lead Agency is responsible for determining whether the 
Project is exempt from CEQA and that determination shall be final and conclusive on all 
persons, including Responsible Agencies. As a result, The Regional Water Board, acting 
as a Responsible Agency, is bound by the Lead Agency’s determination that the Project 
is exempt from CEQA. 

Signature:       Date: December 10, 2025 

Jake Shannon, Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist) 
Jacob.Shannon@Waterboards.ca.gov 

 

Date received for filing at LCI: 

https://ceqasubmit.opr.ca.gov/Security/LogOn?ReturnUrl=%2f

