Peter Aldana
Riverside County
Assessor-County Clerk-Recorder
2724 Gateway Drive
Riverside, CA 92507
(951) 486-7000
www.rivcoacr.org

Receipt: 25-74334

Product Name Extended
FISH CLERK FISH AND GAME FILINGS $3,018.75
#Pages 12
Document # E-202500220
Filing Type 2
State Fee Prev Charged false
No Charge Clerk Fee false
F&GNegative Declaration $2,968.75
F&G Clerk Handling Fee $50.00
Total $3,018.75
Tender (On Account) $3,018.75
Account# CEQARCWD
Account Name CEQARCWD - Rancho California Water District-CEQA Filings
Balance $3,338.75

3M13/25, 3:38 PM PST
Gateway Clerk



EE State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife

#4 2025 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE

' CASH RECEIPT

DFW 753.5a (REV. 01/01/25) Previously DFG 753.5a

RECEIPT NUMBER:
25-74334

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (/f applicable)
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY. 2024110094
LEAD AGENCY LEADAGENCY EMAIL DATE

RANCHO CALIFORNIA WATER DISTRICT BUEROH@RANCHOWATER.COM 03/13/2025

COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING DOCUMENT NUMBER
RIVERSIDE E-202500220
PROJECT TITLE

JOAQUIN RANCH PUMP STATION DISINFECTION SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS [PROJECT NO. D2199]

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER
RANCHO CALIFORNIA WATER DISTRICT BUEROH@RANCHOWATER.COM (951) 296-6900
PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS ’ CITY STATE ZIP CODE
42135 WINCHESTER ROAD, TEMECULA CA 92590
PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box)
[[] Local Public Agency [ school District [X] other Special District [[] state Agency (] Private Entity
CHECK APPLICABLE FEES:
O Environmental Impact Report (EIR) $4,123.50 $
Xl Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND) $2,968.75  § $2,968.75
(O Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW $1,401.75

] Exempt from fee
[ Notice of Exemption (attach)
[0 CDFW No Effect Determination (attach)

O Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy)

(O water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) $850.00
® County documentary handling fee $ $50.00
O other $
PAYMENT METHOD:
(3 Cash [ Credit O Check X Other TOTAL RECEIVED § $3,018.75

SIGNATURE

x FF

AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE

Deputy Jessica Arevalo

ORIGINAL - PROJECT APPLICANT COPY - CDFW/ASB

CQPY - LEAD AGENCY COPY - COUNTY CLERK DFW 753.5a (Rev. 01012025)



FILED/POSTED

County of Riverside

Peter Aldana

Assessor~County Clerk-Recorder
E-202500220

P istri 0371372025 03:38 : :
Lead Agency: Rancho California Water District Poge 120852 Pl Fee: § 3018.75
ATTN:

dd : ' Removed: By: Deputy
R 4213 Winchestr oo HEASE G |

Project Title

JOAQUIN RANCH PUMP STATION DISINFECTION SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
[PROJECT NO. D2199]

Filing Type

[ ] Environmental Impact Report
[V] Mitigated/Negative Declaration

[ ] Notice of Exemption
[ ] Other:

Notes

ACR 323 {Est. 01/2021) Available in Alternate Formats



NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

TO: X Riverside County Clerk FROM: Public Agency/Lead Agency Name:
2724 Gateway Drive L L
Riverside, CA 92507 Rancho California Water District
42135 Winchester Road

Temecula, CA 92590

Contact: Nik Lyuber, P.E.
Director of Engineering

Phone:  {951) 296-6900

TO: Office of Planning and Research Lead Agency (if different from above)
1400 Tenth Street, Room 113
Sacramento, CA 95814 Address:
Contact:
Phone:

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public Resources Code.

State Clearinghouse Number (If submitted to SCH):

2024110094

Project Title: Joaquin Ranch Pump Station Disinfection System Improvements [Project No. D2199]

.Project Applicant (include address and telephone number):

Rancho California Water District
42135 Winchester Road
Temecula, CA 92590

(951) 296-6900

Specific Project Location — Identify street address and cross street or attach a map showing project site (preferably a
USGS 15’ or 7 %' topographical map identified by quadrangle name):

The Project is located on District-owned property at 42581 Vineyard Parkway, which is situated along Vineyard Parkway
near the intersection of Vineyard Parkway and Whitaker Way, southwest of Interstate 15, northeast of Murrieta Creek, in
the city of Murrieta, in Riverside County, California.

The Project Initial Study includes maps depicting the project location, which is available for review at the District's
Headquarters office, 42135 Winchester Road, Temecula, CA 92590, and online at
https://www.ranchowater.com/127/CEQA-Compliance.

General Project Location (City and/or County): city of Murrieta, county of Riverside

Project Description: The Project consists of the construction and operation of chloramination disinfection facilities at
the existing Joaquin Ranch Pump Station.

Identify the person or entity undertaking the project, including any private applicant, any other person undertaking an
activity that receives financial assistance from the Public Agency as part of the project, and any person receiving a lease,
permit, license, certificate, or other entitlement of use from the Public Agency as part of the project.

25\NL:GB:hab009\D2199
Notice of Determination 1 FORM “F”
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This is to advise that the (X] Lead Agency or (1 Responsible Agency) has approved the above-described project on March
13, 2025, and has made the following determinations regarding the above-described project:

1. X The project [ CJ will X will not] have a significant effect on the environment.
2. O | An Environmental Impact Report was prepared and certified for this project pursuant to the provisions of
CEQA and reflects the independent judgment of the Lead Agency.
O | A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA and reflects the
independent judgment of the Lead Agency.
X A Mitigated Negative Deciaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA and
reflects the independent judgment of the Lead Agency.
3. X Mitigation measures [ & were [J were not ] made a condition of the approval of the project.
4, B 1 p Mitigation Monitoring or Reporting Plan [[X was [] was not] adopted for this project.
5. A Statement of Overriding Considerations [ [0 was X was not] adopted for this project.
6. X Findings [ (d were &J were not] made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

This is to certify that the Final EIR with comments and responses and record of project approval, or the
Negative Declaration, is available to the General Public at:

Custodian: Location:

Rancho California Water District 42135 Winchester Road
Temecula, CA 92590

Date: March 13, 2025 m/ /,
in /\“\/

Signavture\)v
Name: Nik Lyuber, P.E.

Title: Director of Engineering

Clerk’s File Stamp:

Authority cited: Sections 21083, Public Resources Code.
Reference Section 21000-21174, Public Resources Code.
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RANCHO CALIFORNIA WATER DISTRICT
JOAQUIN RANCH PUMP STATION DISINFECTION SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project: The Joaquin Ranch Pump Station Disinfection System Improvements (the Project) generally
consists of construction and operation of chloramination disinfection facilities at the existing
Joaquin Ranch Pump Station. The Project also includes demolition and removal of the existing
chlorine injection facilities and construction of site access improvements to accommodate tanker
trucks for chemical deliveries. A more detailed description of the Project is included in the Project
Initial Study, a copy of which is available for review at Rancho California Water District’s office,
located at 42135 Winchester Road, Temecula, CA 92590 or online at
www.ranchowater.com/127/CEQA-Compliance.

Location: The Project site is located at 42581 Vineyard Parkway, which is situated along Vineyard Parkway
near the intersection of Vineyard Parkway and Whitaker Way, southwest of Interstate 15, northeast
of Murrieta Creek, in the City of Murrieta, Riverside County, California. Figures 1 and 2, copies of
which are included with the Initial Study for the Project, depict the location of the Project facilities.

Entity: Rancho California Water District

The District's Board of Directors, having conducted a careful and independent review of the Initial Study
for the Project, having reviewed the written comments received prior to the public meeting of the Board, and having
heard at a public meeting of the Board the comments of any and all concerned persons or entities, including the
recommendation of District staff, does hereby find and declare that the Project will not have a significant effect on
the environment. A brief statement of the reasons supporting the Board's findings is as follows:

Construction and operation of the Project as modified will not result in significant adverse impacts
upon any threatened or endangered species of plants or animals, nor will it result in damage to or
destruction of any significant examples of California history or prehistory or tribal cultural
resources. Potential impacts related to biological resources and
historical/archaeological/paleontological/tribal cultural resources will be avoided or reduced by
adhering to the terms of a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (see Exhibit A, attached,
which is incorporated herein by reference) prior to and throughout construction of the Project.

The Board of Directors hereby finds that the Mitigated Negative Declaration reflects its independent
judgment. The Initial Study was prepared by Krieger & Stewart, the District's Consulting Engineer for this project.
The Initial Study may be viewed at the office of Rancho California Water District, 42135 Winchester. Road,
Temecula, CA 92590 or online at www.ranchowater.com/127/CEQA-Compliance.

Date: March 13, 2025 /-}) J ﬂ?\

Dan Ruiz A
Senior Director of Engineering and Planning
RANCHO CALIFORNIA WATER DISTRICT

Rancho California Water District
Joaquin Ranch Pump Station Disinfection System Improvements
Mitigated Negative Declaration



MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM

EXHIBIT A TO THE MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Section I — Introduction

Section 21081.6 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires that a mitigation monitoring
program be prepared prior to the approval of any project which incorporates mitigation measures as a
condition of approval. Mitigation measures are generally adopted to reduce the potentially significant
adverse enviroﬂmental impacts of a project to a level that is less than significant. The mitigation monitoring
program must ensure compliance with mitigation measures prior to and during project construction (and, if

applicable, during project operation).

Since the project considered by the Initial Study for Rancho California Water District's Joaquin Ranch
Pump Station Disinfection System Improvements (Project) incorporates mitigation measures as a condition
of approval, this mitigation monitoring and reporting program has been prepared and incorporated into the

Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Project.

Section II — Biological Resources Mitigation Measures and Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting

Program

As discussed in Issue IV of the Project Initial Study, there is potential for burrowing owl, Cooper’s hawk,
other nesting bird species, or a combination of the these, to be present on the Project site. Without
mitigation, the Project could potentially result in significant adverse impacts upon these bird species. This
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program is intended to reduce potenﬁal impacts by the Project upon

biological resources by specifying methods and procedures for avoiding or reducing such impacts.

The following mitigation measures (BIO-1 and BIO-2) will be implemented in order to ensure that
construction of Project facilities does not result in a significant adverse impact upon burrowing owl,
Cooper’s hawk, or other nesting birds. Each measure is attended by a notation of the party responsible for

its implementation and of the period for which it will be in effect.

Rancho California Water District
Joaquin Ranch Pump Station Disinfection System Improvements
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program Page 1 of 8



BIO-1: Burrowing Owl

To determine whether burrowing owl is present on the Project site, a preconstruction burrowing owl
survey will be conducted by a qualified biologist in accordance with California Department of Fish
and Wildlife’s 2012 Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation. If burrowing owl is detected during
the survey, coordination with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) will be
required, including preparation of an impact assessment in accordance with the 2012 Staff Report on
Burrowing Owl Mitigation. If no burrowing owl is detected during the preconstruction burrowing owl
survey, the Project construction may commence. If Project construction does not commence within
14 days after performance of the preconstruction burrowing owl survey, then an additional burrowing
owl preconstruction survey will be conducted by a qualified biologist prior to commencement of

construction to determine whether burrowing owl have since moved onto the site.

Responsible Party: Rancho California Watter District Project Manager (District Project
Manager)

Implementation Period: Prior to (and possibly during) Project Construction

BIO-2:  Nesting Birds

The Project site contains potentially suitable habitat for nesting bird species. To avoid potential effects
to nesting birds, a preconstruction nesting bird survey will be conducted by a qualified biologist no
less than 3 days and not more than 7 days prior to any construction activities, including vegetation
removal. If no nesting birds are found during the preconstruction survey, then construction may

commence within 7 days of completion of the preconstruction survey.

If nesting birds are found during the preconstruction survey, the qualified biologist will establish an
exclusionary buffer or buffers around the nests. The buffer(s) will be clearly marked in the field by
construction personnel under guidance of the qualified biologist. No construction activities, including
vegetation removal, are allowed within the buffer zone(s) untﬂ the qualified biologist determines that

the young have fledged or the nest is no longer active.

Whether or not any nesting birds were identified during the preconstruction survey, if more than 7
days have lapsed since the preconstruction survey and construction or vegetation removal have not yet
commenced, then another preconstruction nesting bird survey will be conducted to determine whether

any nesting birds have moved into the site.

Responsible Party: District Project Manager

Implementation Period: Prior to and During Project Construction

Rancho California Water District
Joaquin Ranch Pump Station Disinfection System Improvements
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Section III — Historical and Archaeological Resources Mitigation Measures and Mitigation

Monitoring and Reporting Program

As discussed in Issue V of the Project Initial Study, the Project would not result in an adverse impact upon
any known historical or archaeological resources (cultural resources). This Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program is intended to avoid or reduce the potential for impacts by the Project upon previously-
undiscovered cultural resources that may be present in subsurface soil deposits by specifying methods and

procedures for avoiding or reducing such impacts.

The following mitigation measures (CUL-1 through CUL-5) will be implemented in order to ensure that
construction of Project facilities does not result in significant adverse impacts upon any previously-
undiscovered cultural resources that may be uncovered during Project construction. Each measure is
attended by a notation of the party responsible for its implementation and of the period for which it will be

in effect.

CUL-1: Archaeological Monitoring

Prior to start of construction, the District shall retain a qualified archaeological monitor for all grading,
trenching, and other ground disturbance activities. The archaeological monitor shall have the authority
to halt or divert construction activities as necessary in the event that suspected archaeological or tribal

resources are unearthed during Project construction.

Responsible Party: District Project Manager

Implementation Period: Prior to and During Ground Disturbing Activities

CUL-2: Cultural Resources Worker Sensitivity Training

The Project Archaeologist and the Consulting Tribe(s) shall attend the pre-construction meeting with
District representatives, the construction manager, and any contractors and will conduct a mandatory.
Cultural Resources Worker Sensitivity Training to those in attendance. The training will include a
brief review of the cultural sensitivity of the Project site and the surrounding areas; what resources
could potentially be identified during earthmoving activities; the requirements of the monitoring
program; the protocols that apply in the event inadvertent discoveries of cultural resources are
identified, including who to contact and appropriate avoidance measures until the find(s) can be
properly evaluated; and any other appropriate protocols. All new construction personnel that begin
work on the Project following the initial training and will conduct earthwork or grading activities,

must take the Cultural Resources Worker Sensitivity Training prior to beginning work. The Project

Rancho California Water District
Joaquin Ranch Pump Station Disinfection System Improvements
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Archaeologist and the Consulting Tribe(s) will make themselves available to provide the training on

an as-needed basis.

Responsible Party: Project Archaeologist and District Project Manager

Implementation Period: Prior to (and if necessary, During) Ground Disturbing Activities

CUL-3: Inadvertent Finds

If any subsurface cultural resources are encountered during Project construction, construction
activities within 100 feet of the encounter shall be halted until the qualified monitors can examine the
find, determine its significance, and, if significant, notify the District, Project Archaeologist, and
Consulting Tribe(s). Tribal and archaeological monitors will set up a temporary Environmentally
Sensitive Area (ESA) fence at the 100-foot boundary. A meeting will be convened between the
District, Project Archaeologist, and Consulting Tribe(s) (the parties) to discuss the significance of the
find, determine a plan that would reduce potential effects to a level that is less than significant, and
implement appropriate mitigation measures. Recommended measures could include but are not

limited to the following:

1. Preservation in place;
2. Controlled grading or trenching;

3. Excavation, recovery, and reburial onsite.

If the parties find that any excavated cultural resources meet eligibility requirements for listing on the
California Register of Historical Resources or the National Register of Historic Places, plans for the
treatment, evaluation, and mitigation of impacts to the find will need to be developed. Prehistoric or -

historic cultural materials that may be encountered during ground-disturbing activities include:

e Prehistoric flaked-stone artifacts and debitage (waste material), consisting of obsidian, basalt,
and/or cryptocrystalline silicates;

e Groundstone artifacts, including mortars, pestles, and grinding slabs;

e Historic-period artifacts such as glass bottles and fragments, cans, nails, ceramic and pottery
fragments, and metal objects;

¢ Historic-period structural or building foundations, walkways, cisterns, pipes, privies, and

other structural elements.

Responsible Party: Project Archaeologist and District Project Manager

Implementation Period: During Ground Disturbing Activities

Rancho California Water District
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CUL-4: Phase IV Report

Prior to final inspection, the Project Archaeologist shall submit two (2) copies of the Phase IV Cultural
Resources Monitoring Report (Phase 1V Report) that complies with the District’s requirements for
such reports. The Phase IV Report shall include evidence of the required Cultural Resources Worker
Sensitivity Training that is described in Mitigation Measure CUL-2. The District will review the Phase
IV Report to determine adequate mitigation compliance. Provided the Phase IV Report is adequate,
two (2) copies of said report shall be submitted to the Eastern Information Center (EIC) at the
University of California, Riverside (UCR) or current location, and one (1) copy shall be submitted to

the Pechanga Cultural Resources Department.

Responsible Party: Project Archaeologist and District Project Manager

Implementation Period: After Construction and Prior to Final Inspection

CUL-5: Human Remains

In accordance with California Health and Safety Code §7050.5, if human remains are encountered
during Project construction, construction will be halted and the County Coroner will be notified of the
find immediately. The County Coroner will notify the Native American Heritage Commission, which
will determine and notify a Most Likely Descendant (MLD). With the permission of the District, the
MLD may inspect the site of the discovery. The MLD shall complete the inspection and make
recommendations within 48 hours of being granted access to the discovery site. No further disturbance
shall occur until a determination of origin and disposition for the remains has been made pursuant to
California Public Resources Code §5097.98.

Responsible Party: District Project Manager

Implementation Period: During Ground Disturbing Activities

Section IV — Paleontological Resources Mitigation Measures and Mitigation Monitoring and

Reporting Program

As discussed in Issue VII of the Project Initial Study, a paleontological resources assessment was conducted
for the Project site. Based on the paleontological resources assessment report, no paleontological resources
or potentially fossiliferous sediments were observed on the Project site, and the Project has a low potential
to impact significant, nonrenewable paleontological resources. This Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting

Program is intended to avoid or reduce the potential for impacts by the Project upon previously-

Rancho California Water District
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undiscovered paleontological resources that may be present in subsurface soil deposits by specifying

methods and procedures for avoiding or reducing such impacts.

The following mitigation measure (PALEO-1) will be implemented in order to ensure that construction of
Project facilities does not result in significant adverse impacts upon any previously-undiscovered
paleontological resources that may be uncovered during Project construction. The measure is attended by

a notation of the party responsible for its implementation and of the period for which it will be in effect.

PALEO-1: Paleontological Resources
The following measures will be implemented to protect any paleontological resources uncovered

during ground disturbance at the Project site:

e Ifany paleontological resources or suspected paleontological resources are uncovered during
Project construction, all work in the vicinity of the discovery shall be halted until a qualified
paleontologist can evaluate the nature and significance of the find.

e Ifaqualified paleontologist determines that a specimen uncovered during Project construction
is potentially significant, then all future ground-disturbing actions associated with Project
construction will be monitored by a qualified paleontological monitor. The paleontological
monitor will be prepared to quickly salvage fossil specimens upon discovery to avoid
construction delays and shall have the authority to temporarily halt or divert construction
equipment and activities to allow for removal of abundant or large specimens.

e Specimens recovered from the Project site by the qualified paleontological monitor will be, in
accordance with standard paleontological practice, identified and curated at a repository with

permanent retrievable storage that will allow for additional research in the future.

Responsible Party: Rancho California Water District Project Manager

Implementation Period: During Ground Disturbing Activities

Section V — Tribal Cultural Resources Mitigation Measures and Mitigation Monitoring and

Reporting Program

As discussed in Issue XVIII of the Project Initial Study, there are no known tribal cultural resources or
other cultural resources on the Project site, and the Project would not result in an adverse impact upon any
known tribal cultural resources. This Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program is intended to avoid

or reduce the potential for impacts by the Project upon previously-undiscovered tribal cultural resources
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that may be present in subsurface soil deposits by specifying methods and procedures for avoiding or

reducing such impacts.

The following mitigation measures (TCR-1 through TCR-3) will be implemented in order to ensure that
construction of Project facilities does not result in significant adverse impacts upon any previously-
undiscovered tribal cultural resources that may be uncovered during Project construction. Each measure is
attended by a notation of the party responsible for its implementation and of the period for which it will be

in effect.

TCR-1: Native American Monitoring

Prior to commencement of ground-disturbing activities on the Project site, the District will secure
agreement with the Pechanga Band of Indians (Pechanga) for tribal monitoring of the site during
ground-disturbing construction activities. The District will provide a minimum of 30 days advance
notice to Pechanga of all mass grading and trenching activities. Pechanga representatives shall have
the authority to temporarily halt and redirect ground-disturbing activities onsite in the event that

suspected archaeological resources are unearthed.

Responsible Party: District Project Manager

Implementation Period: Prior to and During Ground Disturbing Activities

TCR-2: Final Disposition of Resources

In the event that Native American cultural resources are discovered during construction activities, the
following procedures will be carried out for final disposition of the discoveries. One or more of the
following treatments, in order of preference, shall be employed with Pechanga, and evidence of the

treatments shall be provided to the District.

1. Preservation In Place. If feasible, preservation in place will be employed, leaving resources

in the place where they were found, with no development affecting the integrity of the
resources. |

2. Reburial on the Project Property. The measures for reburial shall include, at minimum,

measures and provisions to protect the future reburial area from any future impacts in

perpetuity. Reburial shall not occur until all legally required cataloging and basic recordation

has been completed, with an exception that sacred items, burial goods, and Native American

human remains are excluded. Any reburial process shall be culturally appropriate, and a

listing of contents and location of the reburial shall be included in the confidential Phase 1V
Rancho California Water District
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Report. The Phase I'V Report shall be filed with the District under a confidential cover and is
not subject to public records requests.

3. Curation. If preservation in place or reburial is not feasible, then the resources shall be curated
in a culturally appropriate manner at a Riverside County curation facility that meets the criteria
set forth in the State of California’s Guidelines for the Curation of Archeological Collections,
ensuring access and use. The collection and associated records shall be transferred, including
title, and are to be accompanied by payment of the fees necessary for permanent curation.
Evidence of curation in the form of a letter from the curation facility, stating that subject
archaeological materials have been received and that all fees have been paid, shall be provided
by the Project Archaeologist to the District. There shall be no destructive or invasive testing
on sacred items, burial goods, and Native American human remains. Results concerning any
inadvertent finds shall be included in the Phase IV Report. Evidence of compliance with this
mitigation measure, if a significant archaeological resource is found, shall be provided to the
District upon completion of a treatment plan and final report detailing the significance and

treatment finding.

Responsible Party: Project Archaeologist and District Project Manager

Implementation Period: During, and Possibly After, Ground Disturbing Activities

TCR-3: Non-Disclosure

It is understood by all parties that, unless otherwise required by law, the site of any reburial of Native
American human remains, associated grave goods, or other artifacts shall not be disclosed and shall
not be governed by public disclosure requirements of the California Public Records Act. In accordance
with California Government Code §7927.000, the County Coroner, District, Project Archaeologist,
and any other parties shall withhold public disclosure of information related to the reburial of any

Native American human remains, grave goods, or other artifacts.

Responsible Party: Project Archaeologist, District Project Manager, and any other parties

Implementation Period: During and After Project Construction
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