














EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

EXECUTIVE ORDER N-4-24 

WHEREAS on July 3, 2024, I proclaimed a State of Emergency to exist in 
Butte County due to the Thompson Fire; and 

WHEREAS on July 26, 2024, I proclaimed a State of Emergency to exist in 
Butte and Tehama Counties due to the Park Fire; and 

WHEREAS on July 30, 2024, I proclaimed a State of Emergency to exist in 
• Kern County due to the Borel Fire; and 

WHEREAS on September 7, 2024, I proclaimed a State of Emergency to 
exist in San Bernardino County due to the Line Fire; and 

WHEREAS on September 11, 2024, I proclaimed a State of Emergency to 
exist in Los Angeles and San Bernardino Counties due to the Bridge Fire and in 
Orange and Riverside Counties due to the Airport Fire; and 

WHEREAS these wildfires have collectively destroyed hundreds of homes 
and other structures, burned over 610,000 acres, and created a substantial 
amount of ash, burnt vegetation, and other such debris over large areas of 
communities within these counties; and 

WHEREAS these wildfires have resulted in widespread hazardous structural 
debris, which may contain dangerous toxins including heavy metals such as 
arsenic, cadmium, copper, lead, and asbestos, which must be cautiously and 
expeditiously removed and properly disposed of; and 

WHEREAS the Airport, Bridge, and Line Fires have resulted in poor air 
quality and significant impacts to schools, including prompting closures of 
schools and limiting outdoor physical education; and 

WHEREAS under the provisions of Government Code section 8571, I find 
that strict compliance with various statutes and regulations specified in this 
Order would prevent, hinder, or delay the mitigation of the effects of these 
wildfires. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, 
in accordance with the authority vested in me by the State Constitution and 
statutes, including the California Emergency Services Act, and in particular, 
Government Code sections 8567, 8571, and 8627, do hereby issue the following 
Order to become effective immediately. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: 

l. State statutes, rules, regulations, and requirements that fall within the 
jurisdiction of boards, departments, and offices within the California 
Environmental Protection Agency and the California Natural Resources 
Agency are hereby suspended to the extent necessary for expediting 
the removal and cleanup of debris from the Borel, Park, and Thompson 
Fires or to address other impacts associated with that debris, for 
implementing any restoration plan necessary for mitigation of the 
effects of the emergency, or conducting other fire recovery activities. 

2. Individuals or entities who desire to conduct activities under the 
suspension of statutes, rules, regulations, and requirements specified in 



Paragraph l shall first request that the appropriate Agency Secretary, 
or the Secretary's designee, make a determination that the proposed 
activities are eligible to be conducted under the suspension. The 
Secretary of the California Environmental Protection Agency and the 
Secretary of the California Natural Resources Agency shall use sound 
discretion in applying this Order to ensure that the suspension serves 
the purpose of accelerating cleanup and recovery, while at the same 
time protecting public health and the environment. Each Agency shall 
maintain on its website a list of all activities approved to be conducted 
under the suspension. 

3. Any activities performed under the suspension of statutes, rules, 
regulations, and requirements specified in Paragraph 1 shall be in 
accordance with the State Environmental Protection Plan, or a 
comparable plan describing how such actions will balance 
expeditious fire recovery and environmental protection. 

4. Paragraph 5 of my State of Emergency proclamation issued on July 30, 
2024, for the Borel Fire is withdrawn and replaced with the following: 

The provisions of Unemployment Insurance Code section 1253 
imposing a one-week waiting period for unemployment insurance 
applicants are suspended as to all applicants who are unemployed as 
a direct result of the Borel Fire in Kern County and apply for 
unemployment insurance benefits during the time period beginning 
July 24, 2024, and ending on the close of business on January 24, 2025, 
in Kern County and who are otherwise eligible for unemployment 
insurance benefits. 

5. Adequate state staffing during these emergencies is necessary for all 
state agencies and departments with an assigned response and/or 
recovery role. Consistent with applicable federal law, work hour 
limitations for retired annuitants, permanent and intermittent personnel, 
and state management and senior supervisors, are suspended. 
Furthermore, reinstatement and work hour limitations in Government 
Code sections 21220, 21224(0), and 7522.56(b), (d), (f), and (g), and 
the time limitations in Government Code section 19888.1 and California 
Code of Regulations, title 2, sections 300-303 are suspended. All other 
restrictions must be adhered to for retired annuitants. The Director of 
the California Department of Human Resources must be notified of any 
individual employed in state government pursuant to these 
suspensions. The suspension of statutes identified in this Paragraph shall 
also apply to local governments, as applicable, to ensure adequate 
staffing to appropriately respond to the Thompson Fire in Butte County 
and the Line Fire in San Bernardino County. Local governmental 
agencies shall notify the California Public Employees' Retirement 
System of any individual employed by an agency pursuant to this 
Paragraph. 

6. The limitation for the period of employment for State Personnel Board 
emergency appointments, as provided in Government Code section 
19888. l, is suspended for positions required for emergency response 
and/or recovery operations related to the Thompson Fire in Butte 
County and the Line Fire in San Bernardino County. The requirements 
and period of employment for such appointments will be determined 
by the Office of Emergency Services, but shall not extend beyond the 
termination date of the State of Emergency. 



7. The requirements to provide minimum instructional minutes in physical 
education for grades l through 12 as provided by Education Code 
sections 51210, 51220, 51222, and 51223 are suspended during periods 
of poor air quality due to the Airport Fire in Orange and Riverside 
Counties, the Bridge Fire in Los Angeles and San Bernardino Counties, 
and the Line Fire in San Bernardino County with respect to school 
buildings or temporary facilities in which indoor space for physical 
education is unavailable. To the extent that students displaced by 
these wildfires significantly impact local educational agencies in other 
counties, these sections and all implementation regulations are also 
suspended for impacted local educational agencies. 

I FURTHER DIRECT that as soon as hereafter possible, this Order be filed in 
the Office of the Secretary of State and that widespread publicity and notice 
be given of this Order. 

This Order is not intended to, and does not, create any rights or benefits, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity, against the State of 
California, its agencies, departments, entities, officers, employees, or any other 
person. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have 
hereunto set my hand and caused 
the Great Seal of the State of 
California to be affixed this 4th day 
of October 202 

ATTEST: 

SHIRLEY WEBER, PH.D. 
Secretary of State 



 

Gavin Newsom 
Governor 

 
Yana Garcia 

Secretary for Environmental Protection 
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Date: October 4, 2024 
   

EMERGENCY SUSPENSION AUTHORIZATION FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF RESOURCES 
RECYCLING AND RECOVERY (CALRECYCLE) TO EXPEDITE THE REMOVAL AND CLEANUP 
OF DEBRIS FROM WILDFIRES OR TO ADDRESS OTHER IMPACTS ASSOCIATED WITH THAT 

DEBRIS  
 
 

BACKGROUND  
 
The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) has mission tasked the Department of 
Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle) to oversee the removal and cleanup of debris from 
the Park, Thompson, Borel, and Boyles Wildfires or to address other impacts associated with that 
debris (collectively, Wildfire Recovery Activities) pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Order N-4-24 
and the Governor’s Proclamation of a State of Emergency dated September 29, 2024 (collectively, 
the Executive Order). 
  
The Executive Order suspends state statutes, rules, regulations, and requirements that fall within the 
jurisdictions of the boards, departments, and offices within the California Environmental Protection 
Agency (CalEPA) and the California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) to the extent necessary for 
expediting the removal and cleanup of debris from the fires or to address other impacts associated 
with the debris.1 It requires individuals who desire to conduct such activities under the suspension to 
request that the appropriate agency secretary, or the secretary’s designee, make a determination that 
the proposed activities are eligible to be conducted under this suspension. (That determination is 
referred to herein as the “secretarial suspension authorization” or “suspension authorization.”) The 
Secretary for CalEPA and the Secretary for CNRA must use sound discretion to ensure that the 
secretarial suspension authorization serves the purposes of accelerating cleanup and recovery, while 
at the same time protecting public health and the environment.  

The Executive Order further requires that any activities performed under the suspension be in 
accordance with the State Environmental Protection Plan (EPP) or a comparable plan describing how 
such actions will balance expeditious fire recovery and environmental protection. The EPP (attached) 
was developed by CalEPA, CNRA, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Cal OES, the State 
Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) and Regional Water Quality Control Boards 

 
1 In addition, the Executive Order suspends state laws, rules, regulations, and requirements, to the extent necessary to 
implement any restoration plan necessary for mitigation of the effects of the emergency or to conduct other fire recovery 
activities. Restoration work and other fire recovery activities are beyond the scope of the present authorization, which 
concerns only debris removal and cleanup, including the removal of fire-damaged hazard trees. If CalRecycle wishes for 
CalEPA to apply the Executive Order’s suspension for restoration work and other fire recovery activities, it must submit a 
separate request for such an application.   
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(each a Regional Water Board), the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, and CalRecycle to 
apply to removal and cleanup of fire debris and to address other impacts associated with fire debris. 
The EPP is appropriate for application to the Wildfire Recovery Activities subject to this secretarial 
suspension authorization. The EPP is based upon the view that each agency providing disaster 
recovery services has a responsibility to ensure its activities comply with applicable federal and state 
environmental laws. It specifies methods intended to allow the Wildfire Recovery Activities to continue 
without delay while still preserving the intent of the suspended laws and protecting the environment.  

Actions to undertake, carry out, or approve the Wildfire Recovery Activities are exempt from the 
requirements of the California Environmental Protection Act (CEQA) in accordance with CEQA 
Guidelines section 15269, subsection (a)’s exemption for projects to maintain, repair, restore, 
demolish, or replace property or facilities damaged or destroyed as a result of a disaster in a disaster 
stricken area in which a state of emergency has been proclaimed by the Governor pursuant to the 
California Emergency Services Act, commencing with Section 8550 of the Government Code. (Pub. 
Resources Code, §21080 (b) (3); Cal. Code of Regs., tit. 14, § 15269(a).) 
 

CALRECYCLE’S REQUEST FOR SUSPENSION 
 
CalRecycle has consulted with Cal OES about the Wildfire Recovery Activities. It is now requesting 
that the CalEPA Secretary make a determination that the Wildfire Recovery Activities are eligible to 
be conducted under the suspension authorized by the Executive Order. If granted, the secretarial 
authorization of the suspension would relieve CalRecycle and its contractors, when engaging in the 
Wildfire Recovery Activities, of compliance with the following laws within the jurisdiction of the State 
Water Board or appropriate Regional Water Board:  
 

• California Water Code, section 13160, and all regulations pursuant to that section; requires an 
applicant for a federal license or permit to conduct any activity which may result in any 
discharge to navigable waters to file an application for a water quality certification from the 
appropriate Regional Water Board or the State Water Board.  

• California Water Code, sections 13260, and regulations pursuant to that section; requires that 
any person discharging waste, or proposing to discharge waste, within any region that could 
affect the quality of waters of the state shall file with the appropriate Regional Water Board a 
report of the discharge.  

 
To ensure protection of public health and the environment, CalRecycle will conduct the  cleanup and 
removal of debris in compliance with the EPP. State Water Board and Regional Water Board staff will 
have the opportunity to inspect operations and verify proper implementation of requirements related 
to laws they administer.  

 
 
Suspension Requested by:  
 
________________________________________ 
 
Zoe Heller, Director, October 4, 2024 
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CALEPA’S AUTHORIZATION 
 
I am in receipt of CalRecycle’s request for a determination in accordance with the Executive Order. I 
find that the Wildfire Recovery Activities are eligible to be conducted under the suspension in the 
Executive Order and that a secretarial suspension authorization serves the purpose of accelerating 
cleanup and recovery by easing otherwise applicable procedural requirements, including notice and 
fee provisions, that would delay the Wildfire Recovery Activities. I further find that compliance of the 
Wildfire Recovery Activities with the EPP will protect public health and the environment. Therefore, in 
the exercise of my discretion under the Executive Order, I hereby authorize the Wildfire Recovery 
Activities to proceed pursuant to the suspension of the laws described in the request.  
 
To facilitate CalRecycle’s Wildfire Recovery Activities, I also hereby direct the boards, departments, 
and offices within CalEPA to exercise their administrative discretion and expedite the granting of 
other authorizations, waivers, or permits necessary for the removal, storage, transportation and 
disposal of hazardous and non-hazardous structural debris resulting from the fires, and for other 
actions necessary for the protection of public health and the environment.  
 
This suspension authorization is only valid to the extent CalRecycle and its contractors comply with 
the EPP.  It does not affect discharges to waters of the United States regulated under section 402 of 
the Clean Water Act and it does not relieve CalRecycle or its contractors of the requirement to seek a 
federal permit under section 404 of the Clean Water Act where applicable. Nor does it relieve 
CalRecycle or its contractors from adhering to environmental protections as those are addressed by 
the EPP. 
 
CalRecycle must ensure that State Water Board and Regional Water Board staff will have the 
opportunity to inspect operations and verify proper implementation of these actions. Failure to comply 
with the EPP, and with any applicable federal and non-suspended state and local environmental laws 
and regulations, may result in an enforcement action by CalEPA departments and/or CNRA 
departments. The EPP may be amended at any time during planning or implementation of the 
Wildfire Recovery Activities. 

 
 

Attachment: California Wildfire Environmental Protection Plan 
 
 
 
Suspension Approved by: 
 
 
Yana Garcia, Secretary  
California Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Date: 10/10/2024 
 



GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor
WADE CROWFOOT, Secretary for Natural Resources
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EMERGENCY SUSPENSION AUTHORIZATION FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF 
RESOURCES RECYCLING AND RECOVERY (CALRECYCLE) TO EXPEDITE THE 

REMOVAL AND CLEANUP OF DEBRIS FROM WILDFIRES OR TO ADDRESS 
OTHER IMPACTS ASSOCIATED WITH THAT DEBRIS 

BACKGROUND 

Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle) to oversee the removal 
and cleanup of debris from the Park, Thompson, Borel, and Boyles Wildfires or to 
address other impacts associated with that debris (collectively, Wildfire Recovery 
Activities) pursuant to -4-24
Proclamation of a State of Emergency dated September 29, 2024 (collectively, the 
Executive Order). 

The Executive Order suspends state statutes, rules, regulations, and requirements that 
fall within the jurisdictions of the boards, departments, and offices within the California 
Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) and the California Natural Resources 
Agency (CNRA) to the extent necessary for expediting the removal and cleanup of 
debris from the fires or to address other impacts associated with the debris.1 It requires 
individuals who desire to conduct such activities under the suspension to request that 

that the proposed activities are eligible to be conducted under this suspension. (That 

must use sound discretion to ensure that the secretarial suspension authorization 
serves the purposes of accelerating cleanup and recovery, while at the same time 
protecting public health and the environment.

1 In addition, the Executive Order suspends state laws, rules, regulations, and requirements, to the extent 
necessary to implement any restoration plan necessary for mitigation of the effects of the emergency or to 
conduct other fire recovery activities. Restoration work and other fire recovery activities are beyond the 
scope of the present authorization, which concerns only debris removal and cleanup, including the 
removal of fire-damaged hazard trees. If CalRecycle wishes for CNRA 
suspension for restoration work and other fire recovery activities, it must submit a separate request for 
such an application.  
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The Executive Order further requires that any activities performed under the suspension 
be in accordance with the State Environmental Protection Plan (EPP) or a comparable 
plan describing how such actions will balance expeditious fire recovery and 
environmental protection. The EPP (attached) was developed by CalEPA, CNRA, the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), Cal OES, the State Water 
Resources Control Board (State Water Board) and Regional Water Quality Control 
Boards (each a Regional Water Board), the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
(CAL FIRE), and CalRecycle to apply to removal and cleanup of fire debris and to 
address other impacts associated with fire debris. The EPP is appropriate for 
application to the Wildfire Recovery Activities subject to this secretarial suspension 
authorization. The EPP is based upon the view that each agency providing disaster 
recovery services has a responsibility to ensure its activities comply with applicable 
federal and state environmental laws. It specifies methods intended to allow the Wildfire 
Recovery Activities to continue without delay while still preserving the intent of the 
suspended laws and protecting the environment.  

Actions to undertake, carry out, or approve the Wildfire Recovery Activities are exempt 
from the requirements of the California Environmental Protection Act (CEQA) in 

projects to maintain, repair, restore, demolish, or replace property or facilities damaged 
or destroyed as a result of a disaster in a disaster stricken area in which a state of 
emergency has been proclaimed by the Governor pursuant to the California Emergency 
Services Act, commencing with Section 8550 of the Government Code. (Pub. 
Resources Code, §21080 (b) (3); Cal. Code of Regs., tit. 14, § 15269(a).) 
 

- WILDLIFE 
 
CalRecycle has consulted with Cal OES about the Wildfire Recovery Activities. It is now 
requesting that the CNRA Secretary make a determination that the Wildfire Recovery 
Activities are eligible to be conducted under the suspension authorized by the Executive 
Order. If granted, the secretarial authorization of the suspension would relieve 
CalRecycle and its contractors, when engaging in the Wildfire Recovery Activities, of 
compliance with the following laws within the jurisdiction of CNRA and CDFW:  
 

1. California Fish and Game Code (FGC) § 86 where  shall be 
avoided. Take is defined as to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill, or 
attempt to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill. 

2. FGC § 1600 et seq.; Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement, 
notification of significant alteration to stream channel, bank, or 
bed. 

3. FGC § 1900 et seq.; Native Plant Protection Act. 
4. FGC § 1927 et seq.; Western Joshua Tree Conservation Act. 
5. FGC § 2000; Taking is unlawful except as provided. 
6. FGC § 3503 and § 3503.5; Protection for bird nests and eggs and birds of 

accordance with CEQA Guidelines section 15269, subsection (a)'s exemption for 

CALRECYCLE'S REQUEST FOR SUSPENSION 

"Take" 
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prey. 
7. FGC § 3511; California Fully Protected Birds. 
8. FGC § 3513; California Migratory Bird Protection Act. 
9. FGC § 4700; California Fully Protected Mammals. 
10. FGC § 5050; California Fully Protected Reptiles and Amphibians. 
11. FGC § 5515; California Fully Protected Fish. 
12. FGC §§ 5650 and 5652; Deposition of deleterious material into waters of the 

state. 
13. FGC § 5901; Fish passage. 
14. FGC § 5937; Sufficient water for fish. 
15. FGC § 5948; Obstruction of streams. 
16. California Endangered Species Act, FGC §§ 2050-2115.5; Prohibition 

of the take of any species of wildlife designated as endangered, 
threatened, or candidates for listing. 

 
To ensure protection of public health and the environment, CalRecycle will conduct the 
cleanup and removal of debris in compliance with the EPP. CDFW staff will have the 
opportunity to inspect operations and verify proper implementation of requirements 
related to laws they administer.  

 
Suspension Requested by:  
 
 
________________________________________ 
 
Zoe Heller, Director, October 4, 2024 
 
 

 FOREST PRACTICE 
COMPLIANCE MEASURES  

This request incorporates by reference the qualifications included in the above 
request regarding wildlife. It requests the suspension of the regulatory provisions 
below to the extent they are applicable to parcels included in the Wildfire 

 
 

1. 14 CCR §§ 916.1, 936.1, and 956.1; requirements  for the Coast 
Forest District, Northern Forest District, and Southern Forest District, 
respectively  that in lieu practices be included within a timber 
harvest plan. 

2. 14 CCR § 1104.1(h); prohibition on the use of in-lieu practices, 
exceptions, and alternatives for conversion exemptions. 

 
To ensure protection of public health and the environment, CalRecycle will conduct the 
cleanup and removal of debris in compliance with the EPP. CAL FIRE staff will have the 

Zoe Heller Digitally signed by Zoe Heller 
Date: 2024.10.04 18:12:56-07'00' 

CALRECYCLE'S REQUEST FOR SUSPENSION -

Recovery Activities within CAL FIRE's jurisdiction: 
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opportunity to inspect operations and verify proper implementation of requirements 
related to laws they administer.  

 
Suspension Requested by:  

 

________________________________________ 

Zoe Heller, Director, October 4, 2024 
 
 

 
 

Executive Order. I find that the Wildfire Recovery Activities are eligible to be conducted 
under the suspension in the Executive Order and that a secretarial suspension 
authorization serves the purpose of accelerating cleanup and recovery by easing 
otherwise applicable procedural requirements, including notice and fee provisions, that 
would delay the Wildfire Recovery Activities. I further find that compliance of the Wildfire 
Recovery Activities with the EPP will protect public health and the environment. 
Therefore, in the exercise of my discretion under the Executive Order, I hereby 
authorize the Wildfire Recovery Activities to proceed pursuant to the suspension of the 
laws described in the request.  
 

departments within CNRA to exercise their administrative discretion and expedite the 
granting of other authorizations, waivers, or permits necessary for the removal, storage, 
transportation and disposal of hazardous and non-hazardous structural debris resulting 
from the fires, and for other actions necessary for the protection of public health and the 
environment.  
 
This suspension authorization is only valid to the extent CalRecycle and its contractors 
comply with the EPP.  It does not relieve CalRecycle or its contractors from adhering to 
environmental protections as those are addressed by the EPP. 
 
CalRecycle must ensure that CDFW and CAL FIRE staff will have the opportunity to 
inspect operations and verify proper implementation of these actions. Failure to comply 
with the EPP, and with any applicable federal and non-suspended state and local 
environmental laws and regulations, may result in an enforcement action by CalEPA 
departments and/or CNRA departments. The EPP may be amended at any time during 
planning or implementation of the Wildfire Recovery Activities. 

 
 

Z H 11 Digitally signed by Zoe Heller 
oe e er Date: 2024.10.0418:14:49 

-07'00' 

CNRA'S AUTHORIZATION 

I am in receipt of CalRecycle's request for a determination in accordance with the 

To facilitate CalRecycle's Wildfire Recovery Activities, I also hereby direct the 
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Attachment: California Wildfire Environmental Protection Plan 
 
 
 
Suspension Approved by: 
 
 
 
Wade Crowfoot, Secretary  
California Natural Resources Agency 
 
Date: 10/7/24




