State CEQA Guidelines Appendix E

Notice of Exemption

To: ] Office of Planning and Research From: City of Vista
PO Box 3044, 1400 Tenth Street, Rm. 212 200 Civic Center Drive
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Vista, CA 92084-6275

X County Clerk

County of: San Diego

Project Title: Municipal / Development Code Amendments, City of Vista

Project Location - Specific: Citywide

Project Location - City: Vista Project Location - County:  San Diego

Description of Project:

The proposed project consists of Development Code Amendments. Commercial Cannabis Cultivation: The adopted ordinance amends the
Vista Business Park Specific Plan (VBPSP) to allow commercial cannabis cultivation. Cultivation includes any activity involving the planting,
growing, harvesting, drying, curing, grading, or trimming of cannabis. The proposed amendments would allow up to three commercial
cannabis cultivation locations within Area “B” of the VBPSP, subject to a Special Use Permit (SUP), and subject to new licensing
requirements in Chapter 5.97 of the Vista Municipal Code.; and, Temporary Cannabis Events at Brengle Terrace
Park: The adopted ordinance amends the Vista Municipal Code Chapter 8.12 Smoking in Public Places, and Chapter 12.08 Park and
Recreation Area Use Regulations, and Chapter 12.13 Park Events, relating to temporary cannabis events at Brengle Terrace Park, have all
been prepared at the direction of the City Council to establish reasonable and straightforward regulations for permitting up to two
temporary cannabis events (which may include consumption) per calendar year at Brengle Terrace Park while ensuring compatibility with
adjacent uses and protecting health, safety and general welfare of participants and the overall community. Chapters 8.12 and 12.08 are
being updated to allow smoking of cannabis and/or cannabis consumption at temporary cannabis events that have gone through the
required approval process. Also, a resolution was adopted creating a fee for pre-screening applications for temporary cannabis events

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: City of Vista Planning Division

Name of Person or Agency Carrying out City of Vista
Project: 200 Civic Center Drive
Vista, CA 92084
Contact: Joe Vacca - (760) 643-5388

Exempt Status: (check one)
] Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1): 15268);
|_—_| Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
] Emergency Project (Sec 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
E Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Section 15161 (b)(3)
|:] Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt: The proposed project amending the Vista Business Park Specific Plan (VBPSP) to allow commercial
cannabis cultivation is exempt under State CEQA Guidelines Section 15161(b)(3) because the amendments would establish a
discretionary permit process wherein subsequent environmental review of commercial cannabis cultivation applications would occur. The
proposed project is exempt Section.; and, The proposed code amendments to create a process to allow temporary
cannabis events are exempt under State CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 (Existing Facilities), which allows the licensing of temporary
cannabis events at an existing public facility with negligible or no expansion of the existing public facility use, Section 15304 (Minor
Alterations to Land), which allows for minor, temporary use of land that has negligible or no permanent effects on the environment, and
Section 15311 (Accessory Structures), which allows for construction or placement or minor structures accessory to existing commercial,
industrial, or institutional facilities, including, but not limited to, temporary use items in publicly owned facilities or other facilities
designated for public use; and none of the exceptions listed in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 would apply. The adopted fee for pre-
screening applications for temporary cannabis events are exempt pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3), the “Common Sense”
exemption, because there is no possibility that the proposed amendments may have a significant effect on the environment.

Lead Agency Contact Person:  Joe Vacca, Comm. Dev. Director Telephone Number: (760) 643-53882
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Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code.
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. Revised 2012




