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Notice of Exemption

To: From:

Office of Planning and Research California Department of Fish and Wildlife
For U.S. Mail: 1701 Nimbus Road

P.O. Box 3044 Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

Street Address:
1400 Tenth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Project Title: Middle-Mile Broadband Network (MMBN) Project (Master Lake and Streambed
Alteration Agreement EPIMS Notification No. 41343-R2)

Project Location: The project is located along multiple highways and involves multiple stream
crossings, in Alpine, Amador, Butte, Calaveras, Colusa, El Dorado, Glenn, Lake, Nevada, Placer,
Plumas, portion of Sacramento, portion of San Joaquin, Sierra, Sutter, portion of Yolo, and Yuba
counties, State of California.

Project Description: The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has executed Master
Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement EPIMS Notification Number 41343-R2, pursuant to Section
1602 of the Fish and Game Code to the project Applicant, the California Department of Technology.

The project is limited to installing the Middle-Mile Broadband Network (MMBN) infrastructure along
approximately 3,000 miles of the State Highway System (SHS) in Caltrans Districts 1, 2, 3, and 10
that exist in CDFW’s North Central Region. Construction of the MMBN throughout the Project Area
involves the installation of the network infrastructure within 30 feet of Caltrans right-of-way (ROW)
along approximately 3,000 miles of the SHS. The network will be comprised of an unknown number of
network hubs (all constructed outside of streams or lakes), conduit (installed underground, on utility
poles, and bridge-mounted), vaults (all installed outside of streams or lakes), and approximately 3-
inch cable marker posts at approximately 500-foot intervals. An unknown number of streams and
riparian habitats may be impacted.

Public Agency Approving Project: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

Person or Public Agency Carrying out Project: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TECHNOLOGY

Exempt Status:
Statutory Exemption - California Public Resources Code, § 21080.51, subdivision (a)
Reasons why project is exempt: Exempt by MMBN Legislative Package — SB 156 of the Budget Act

of 2021 which provides a statutory CEQA exemption for the project as long as it meets the required
five conditions.

CDFW Contact Person: Melissa Stanfield, Senior Environmental Scientist (Supervisor), (916) 597-
6417 DocuSigned by:
@wgm kilgpwr

Signature: CIABOT6ACOADAFS . Date: 10/29/2024
Morgan Kilgour, Regional Manager
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