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SCH # 2024101288 
Vic. I-10           PM 36.544 
        

               
Dear Miriam Machado: 
 
Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the 
environmental review process for the above-referenced project. The proposed 
construction consists of electric vehicle charging stations and a two-story dealership with 
a total of 85,390 square feet – first floor 42,890 square feet, second floor 42,500 square 
feet, and second-floor roof overhang 8,920 square feet. The first level includes the 
showroom and delivery, office, service (detail bays), and other facilities such as 
lunchrooms, restrooms, and storage. The second floor includes showrooms and delivery, 
office space, and other facilities such as restrooms, lunchrooms, and storage. The project 
also includes a zone change to alter a portion of the project site currently zoned 
Neighborhood Commercial Mixed Use (SMU) to Service Commercial Mixed Use (SMU) 
within the Auto Plaza Overlay Zone. The City of West Covina is the Lead Agency under 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
 
The closest state facility is I-10. After reviewing the project’s documents, Caltrans has the 
following comments: 
 
Caltrans strongly recommends that auto-oriented projects, like the one proposed, be 
required to contribute Complete Streets infrastructure as a condition of approval. 
Complete Streets incorporate high-quality infrastructure for pedestrians, bicyclists, and 
transit riders, prioritizing the needs of all users, regardless of age or ability. The most 
effective methods to reduce pedestrian and bicyclist exposure to vehicles are through 
physical design and geometrics. These methods include the construction of physically 
separated facilities such as Class IV bike lanes, wide sidewalks, pedestrian refuge 
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islands, landscaping, street furniture, and reductions in crossing distances through 
roadway narrowing. The implementation of Complete Streets leads to positive outcomes, 
including improved regional connectivity, enhanced air quality, reduced traffic congestion, 
better first/last-mile connections for transit users, and overall improved safety for all 
modes of transportation. 
 
Due to the project’s adjacency to I-10, extra care should be taken to ensure that there will 
be no impacts to Caltrans ROW. Any project work occurring within, or abutting Caltrans 
ROW will require an encroachment permit, this includes any grading, topography, or 
equipment work that will change the pattern or direction of water runoff in a way that will 
impact State facilities or ROW.  
 
Final design requirements for any proposed changes to infrastructure within or along 
Caltrans Right-of-way will be determined by the Office of Permits. At the time of permit 
application there will be rounds of review and corrections to ensure all design, Right-of-
way, access management, water runoff, environmental, and statutory requirements are 
being addressed. 
 

Caltrans District 7 Office of Permits contact information: 
Mailing Address: 100 S Main Street, Ste 100 Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 
Phone: 213-897-3631 | Fax: 213-897-0420 | E-mail: D7.Permits@dot.ca.gov 

 
Caltrans also recommends limiting large truck travel and construction traffic to off-peak 
commute hours. A permit for any heavy construction equipment and or materials that 
require the use of oversized transport vehicles on State highways. If construction traffic 
is expected to cause issues on any State facilities, please submit a construction traffic 
control plan detailing potential impacts for Caltrans for review. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jaden Oloresisimo, the project 
coordinator, at Jaden.Oloresisimo@dot.ca.gov and refer to GTS # 07-LA-2024-04669. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
Anthony Higgins 
Acting LDR/CEQA Branch Chief  
  
cc: State Clearinghouse 
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