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916-358-2900
www.wildlife.ca.gov

September 12, 2025

John James

Director of Resource Planning
Yuba County Water Agency
1220 F Street

Marysville, CA 95901
jlames@yubawater.org

Subject:  Yuba River Development Project (P-2246) and the Narrows Hydroelectric
Project (P-1403) FERC Relicensings
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (DEIR)
SCH No. 2024101277

Dear John James:

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received and reviewed the Notice
of Availability of a DEIR from Yuba County Water Agency (YWA) for the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) relicensing of the Yuba River Development Project and
the Narrows Hydroelectric Project (Projects) pursuant the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) statute and guidelines.! CDFW previously submitted comments in response to
the Notice of Preparation of the DEIR on December 2, 2024.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding those
activities involved in the Projects that may affect California fish, wildlife, native plants, and
their habitat. Likewise, we appreciate the opportunity to provide comments regarding those
aspects of the Projects that CDFW, by law, may need to exercise its own regulatory
authority under the Fish and Game Code.

CDFW ROLE

CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those
resources in trust by statute for all the people of the State (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7,
subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd. (a).)
CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and
management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically
sustainable populations of those species. (Fish & G. Code, § 1802.) Similarly for purposes
of CEQA, CDFW provides, as available, biological expertise during public agency

" CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The “CEQA Guidelines”
are found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000.
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environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on projects and related activities that
have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources.

CDFW may also act as a Responsible Agency under CEQA. (Pub. Resources Code, §
21069; CEQA Guidelines, § 15381.) CDFW expects that it may need to exercise regulatory
authority as provided by the Fish and Game Code. As proposed, for example, the Project
may be subject to CDFW’s lake and streambed alteration regulatory authority. (Fish & G.
Code, § 1600 et seq.) Likewise, to the extent implementation of the Project as proposed
may result in “take” as defined by State law of any species protected under the California
Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish & G. Code, § 2050 et seq.), the project proponent
may seek related take authorization as provided by the Fish and Game Code.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY

The Projects are located in the Yuba River watershed, which has a drainage area of
approximately 1,108 square miles at Englebright dam and 1,339 square miles at its
confluence with the Feather River.

The Yuba River Development Project (YRDP) is located in the Yuba River watershed on
the mainstem Yuba River, the North Yuba River, and the Middle Yuba River, including
Oregon Creek, a tributary to the Middle Yuba River, and the lower Yuba River. Given the
dispersed nature of the YRDP facilities, the YRDP does not have a physical address.
YRDP facilities are located in Yuba, Nevada, and Sierra counties, California.

The Narrows Hydroelectric Project (Narrows Project) is located along the lower Yuba River
in Nevada County, California. The Narrows Project facilities are located on the south bank
of the Yuba River extending approximately 0.2-mile downstream of Englebright Dam.

The Projects consist of the acceptance and implementation of the subsequent FERC
licenses and continued operation and maintenance of the Projects pursuant to the
subsequent FERC licenses.

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The Yuba River Resilience Initiative (YRRI) Agreement was released in April 2025, and it
establishes an agreement between YWA, CDFW, and National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) for habitat restoration measures in the lower Yuba River and funding for a
reintroduction program to the North Yuba River. The YRRI Agreement sets forth
negotiated terms that are outside of FERC'’s jurisdiction.

If the YRRI contains an Exhibit 4 Recommended Section 401 Certification Conditions for
New YRDP FERC License, the conditions specified in Exhibit 4 are assumed to be part of
the Proposed Project in the DEIR. CDFW reminds YWA that a supplemental CEQA
evaluation may need to be conducted if conditions in the State Water Resources Control
Board’s 401 Certification contain conditions different from those included in the DEIR.
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ENVIRONMENTAL DATA

CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and negative
declarations be incorporated into a database which may be used to make subsequent or
supplemental environmental determinations (Pub. Resources Code, § 21003, subd. (e).)
Accordingly, please report any special-status species and natural communities detected
during Project surveys to the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB). The CNNDB
field survey form can be found at the following link: https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/
CNDDB/Submitting-Data. The completed form can be submitted online or mailed
electronically to CNDDB at the following email address: CNDDB@wildlife.ca.gov.

FILING FEES

The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, and assessment of
filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice of Determination by the
Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of environmental review by CDFW.
Payment of the fee is required in order for the underlying project approval to be operative,
vested, and final. (Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish & G. Code, § 711.4; Pub.
Resources Code, § 21089.)

CONCLUSION

Pursuant to Public Resources Code § 21092 and § 21092.2, CDFW requests written
notification of proposed actions and pending decisions regarding the proposed project.
Written notifications shall be directed to: California Department of Fish and Wildlife North
Central Region, 1701 Nimbus Road, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 or emailed to
R2CEQA@wildlife.ca.gov.

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the DEIR for the FERC relicensing of
the Projects to assist YWA in identifying and mitigating impacts on biological resources
due to operations and maintenance. CDFW personnel are available for consultation
regarding biological resources and strategies to minimize and/or mitigate impacts.
Questions regarding this letter or further coordination should be directed to Will Kanz,
Environmental Scientist at (916) 880-8981 or Will. Kanz@wildlife.ca.gov.

Sincerely,
DocuSigned by:
Marpon. kilgpwr
C3A86764C0AD4I£?.0
Morgan Kilgour
Regional Manager

ec:  Kevin Thomas, Deputy Director
Kevin.Thomas@wildlife.ca.gov
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Morgan Kilgour, Regional Manager
Morgan.Kilgour@wildlife.ca.gov

Jennifer Garcia, Environmental Program Manager
Jennifer.Garcia@wildlife.ca.gov

Briana Seapy, Senior Environmental Scientist (Supervisor)
Briana.Seapy@wildlife.ca.gov

Lauren Mulloy, Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist)(Acting Supervisor)
Lauren.Mulloy@wildlife.ca.gov

Will Kanz, Environmental Scientist
Will. Kanz@uwildlife.ca.gov

Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation, State Clearinghouse, Sacramento


mailto:Morgan.Kilgour@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:Jennifer.Garcia@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:Briana.Seapy@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:Lauren.Mulloy@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:Will.Kanz@wildlife.ca.gov

		2025-09-12T11:07:07-0700
	Digitally verifiable PDF exported from www.docusign.com




