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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
For this report, I inventoried 36 protected2 coast live oaks (Quercus agrifolia) on or adjacent to 

the subject property. Dynamo Constructors included these trees on their site plan below, which 

proposes to construct a two-story house, ADU, driveway, pool, tennis court, and perimeter 

fencing on the undeveloped property.  

 

The excavation footprint for the pool will be the same size as the pool footprint. The existing 

small concrete pad in the proximity of the proposed tennis court will be removed. The existing 

grade for the new tennis court is almost level and will not require any grading. The tennis court 

slab must be perfectly level and will be slightly higher than the existing grade.  

 

 
2 Protected oaks are eight inches in diameter as measured four and one-half feet above mean natural grade, or have a 
combined circumference of any two trunks of at least 38 inches (12 inches in diameter) as measured four and one-
half feet above mean natural grade. 
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Arborist Dripline Map 

To estimate encroachments based on the “protected zone”3 of each tree, I used the dripline data I 

collected on-site, as seen above.  

 

Utility Trenches 

On November 6, 2023, I spoke with Larry Lachner at Dynamo Constructors to inquire 

about the dimensions of the two utility trenches underneath either side of the driveway. 

Larry said utility trenches were generally two feet wide and three to four feet deep. 

Trenching inside a tree’s protected zone runs the risk of impacting a tree's health and 

structural stability via root damage and removal inside the critical root zone.   

 
The Glossary of Arboricultural Terms published by the International Society of 

Arboriculture defines the “critical root zone (CRZ)”  as the “area of soil around a tree 

where the minimum amount of roots considered critical to the structural stability or 

health of the tree are located. CRZ determination is sometimes based on the dripline or a 

 
3“Protected zone” shall mean that area within the dripline of an oak tree and extending therefrom to a point at least 
five feet outside the dripline, or 15 feet from the trunks of a tree, whichever distance is greater. 
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multiple of DBH4, but because root growth can be asymmetric due to site conditions, 

onsite investigation may be required.”  

Based on the research paper included in Appendix B of this report (Root Pruning and 

Stability of Young Willow Oak by E. Thomas Smiley), “Linear trenching should not be 

closer to the trunk than a distance equal to or greater than three times the trunk diameter.” 

I applied this guideline to the Protected Tree Encroachments discussed later in this 

section.  

 
Footings for Perimeter Fencing 

I emailed Larry Lachner about the footing specifications for the proposed perimeter 

fencing. On  November 6, 2023, Larry responded, “if we install a wrought iron fence the 

footings will be at 8 foot on center and will be 8” in diameter and 1.5 feet deep.” The 

actual footing locations are to be field-located under the supervision of an arborist so that 

major roots may be avoided. This could result in altering the regular 8-ft spacing of 

footings but could reduce impacts to oak trees. 

  

 
4 Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) is the trunk diamater measured 4.5 feet above ground level. Diameter at 
Standard Height (DSH) is an equivalent term to DBH.  
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Permeable Paver Specficiations 

The specifications for the permeable driveway pavers can be seen below. The driveway 
pavers will encroach into the protected zone of protected trees. The soil compaction will 
impact the trees, but they should recover due to the access to water and air that the pavers 
will provide.  
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Protected Tree Encroachments and Removals 

 

Tree 1 (13-inch DSH5) will be encroached upon by the footings for the north and east 
perimeter fencing. The footings should not significantly impact the tree's health or 
structural integrity due to their small size and distance from the trunk.  

 

Tree 2 (25-inch estimated DSH) is dead and will be removed in the development process.  

 
Tree 3 (18-inch DSH) will be encroached upon by the permeable driveway pavers and 
the utility trench under the north section of the driveway. The one-sided trench will be on 
the south side of the trunk and should be made no closer to the trunk than three times the 
tree’s DSH (4.5 feet), preferably no closer than five times the tree’s DSH (7.5 feet). The 
Site Plan details the iron gate will open towards the trunk of Tree 3. This encroachment 
could impact the health of the tree if allowed to make contact. If the tree were to fail due 
to this encroachment, mitigation planting would be required. 

 

Tree 4 (22-inch DSH) will be encroached upon by the permeable driveway pavers, the 
utility trench under the north section of the driveway, and the footings for the east 
perimeter fencing. The one-sided trench will be on the south side of the trunk and should 
be made no closer to the trunk than five times the tree’s DSH (9.2 feet) since the tree has 
a lean to the east. If the tree were to fail due to these encroachments, mitigation planting 
would be required. 

 

Tree 5 (11-inch DSH) will be encroached upon by the permeable driveway pavers, the 
utility trench under the north section of the driveway, and the northeast section of the 
house. The canopy ends at the edge of the house, but the ordinance defines the “Protected 
zone” as being at least 5 feet outside the dripline. The one-sided trench will be on the 
south side of the trunk and should be made no closer to the trunk than three times the 
tree’s DSH (2.75 feet), preferably no closer than five times the tree’s DSH (4.6 feet). If 
the tree were to fail due to these encroachments, mitigation planting would be required. 

 

Tree 6 (17-inch DSH) will be encroached upon by the permeable driveway pavers, the 
utility trench under the north section of the driveway, and the footings for the east 
perimeter fencing. The one-sided trench will be on the north side of the trunk and should 
be made no closer to the trunk than three times the tree’s DSH (4.25 feet), preferably no 
closer than five times the tree’s DSH (7 feet). If the tree were to fail due to these 
encroachments, mitigation planting would be required. 

  

 
5 Diameter at Standard Height (DSH) is trunk diameter measured 4.5 feet above grade/ground level. 
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Tree 7 (Heritage tree with 44-inch DSH) will be encroached upon by footings for the 
north perimeter fencing and the north side of the house. This tree is proposed for removal 
due to the large cavity in its base and its proximity to the house. Three times the tree’s 
DSH is 11 feet; the footing for the proposed house is within this range.  
 
Tree 8 (26-inch DSH) will be encroached upon by the permeable driveway pavers and 
the footings for the east perimeter fencing.  
 
Tree 9 (18-inch DSH) will be encroached upon by the permeable driveway pavers, the 
utility trench under the south section of the driveway, and the footings for the east 
perimeter fencing. The one-sided trench will be on the south side of the trunk and should 
be made no closer to the trunk than three times the tree’s DSH (4.5 feet), preferably no 
closer than five times the tree’s DSH (7.5 feet). If the tree were to fail due to these 
encroachments, mitigation planting would be required. 

 
Tree 10 (10-inch DSH) will be encroached upon by the permeable driveway pavers, the 
utility trench under the south section of the driveway, and the footings for the east and 
south perimeter fencing. The one-sided trench will be on the south side of the trunk and 
should be made no closer to the trunk than three times the tree’s DSH (2.5 feet), 
preferably no closer than five times the tree’s DSH (4.2 feet). If the tree were to fail due 
to these encroachments, mitigation planting would be required. 
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Tree 11 (27-inch estimated DSH) will be encroached upon by the west side of the ADU. 
The project proposes removing the long, lateral limb indicated in the photo below by the 
solid red line in order to create space for the ADU. The dashed red line is where the 
removal cut would be made. The limb proposed to be removed is significant in size, 
removal of which will leave a large exposed wound that could introduce an infection. The 
County recommends a 7-year monitoring period (since it is part of an oak woodland). If 
the tree were to fail within the 7-year period, mitigation would be required. 
 

 
Tree 12 (Heritage tree with 60-inch DSH) is proposed for removal because it has a large 
basal cavity and is in the footprint of the house. 

 

Tree 16 (22-inch DSH) will be encroached upon by the footings for the south perimeter 
fencing. 

 
Tree 17 (18-inch DSH) will be encroached upon by the footings for the south perimeter 
fencing.  

 
Tree 22 (27-inch DSH) will be encroached upon by the footings for the north perimeter 
fencing.  
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Tree 27 (16-inch estimated DSH) will be encroached upon by the footprint of the 
southeast corner of the tennis court.  

 
Tree 28 (20-inch DSH) is dead and will be removed in the development process.  

 

Tree 29 (31-inch DSH) will be encroached upon by the footings for the south perimeter 
fencing.  

 

Tree 30 (22-inch DSH) will be encroached upon by the footings for the south perimeter 
fencing.  

 

Tree 31 (33-inch DSH) will be encroached upon by the footings for the south perimeter 
fencing.  

 
Tree 32 (20-inch DSH) is dead and will be removed in the development process.  

 
Tree 33 (3-inch DSH) will be encroached upon by the footings for the south perimeter 
fencing.  

 
Tree 34 (24-inch DSH) will be encroached upon by the footprint of the east side of the 
tennis court. 

 
 
Health Impact Mitigation  

Impacts to the subject trees’ health could be mitigated by periodic monitoring by a 

qualified arborist, supplemental irrigation during drought conditions, and treatment for 

opportunistic insects and disease-causing organisms should they be observed during 

monitoring.  
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TREE DATA 

Tree ID Tag # Location Species DSH*
(inches)

Cir.
(inches)

Width
(feet)

Height
(feet)

Health 
Condition Protected Heritage Encroachment Removal Notes

1 107 On-site Quercus agrifolia 13 41 30 22 Fair Yes No Yes No
2 108 On-site Quercus agrifolia 25 (estimated) 79 45 40 Dead Yes No NA Yes Removal - Tree is dead 
3 109 On-site Quercus agrifolia 18 25 30 40 Good Yes No Yes No
4 110 On-site Quercus agrifolia 22 69 45 35 Good Yes No Yes No Tree has a lean to the east
5 111 On-site Quercus agrifolia 11 35 22 25 Fair Yes No Yes No
6 112 On-site Quercus agrifolia 17 53 38 30 Good Yes No Yes No
7 113 On-site Quercus agrifolia 44 138 56 45 Fair Yes Yes NA Yes Large cavity in base of tree
8 114 On-site Quercus agrifolia 17, 9 82 35 28 Fair Yes No Yes No
9 115 On-site Quercus agrifolia 6, 12 57 30 25 Fair Yes No Yes No

10 116 On-site Quercus agrifolia 10 31 25 20 Good Yes No Yes No
11 117 On-site Quercus agrifolia 27 (estimated) 85 40 38 Good Yes No Yes No Desired removal of long lateral limb

12 118 On-site Quercus agrifolia 60 188 65 50 Fair Yes Yes NA Yes Large cavity in base of tree;
 Removal - Tree in footprint of house

13 119 On-site Quercus agrifolia 19 60 35 35 Fair Yes No No No
14 120 On-site Quercus agrifolia 24 75 40 50 Good Yes No No No
15 121 On-site Quercus agrifolia 38 119 60 55 Good Yes Yes No No
16 122 On-site Quercus agrifolia 22 69 45 40 Good Yes No Yes No
17 123 On-site Quercus agrifolia 18 57 30 35 Good Yes No Yes No
18 124 On-site Quercus agrifolia 15 47 30 25 Good Yes No No No
19 125 On-site Quercus agrifolia 10 31 22 16 Fair Yes No No No
20 126 On-site Quercus agrifolia 19 60 30 40 Good Yes No No No Old injury at base of trunk
21 127 On-site Quercus agrifolia 27 85 40 50 Good Yes No No No Old injury at base of trunk
22 128 On-site Quercus agrifolia 24 75 35 35 Fair Yes No Yes No
23 None Other Property Quercus agrifolia 16 (estimated) 50 30 35 Fair Yes No No No
24 None Other Property Quercus agrifolia 20 (estimated) 63 35 35 Fair Yes No No No
25 None Other Property Quercus agrifolia 22 (estimated) 69 40 40 Fair Yes No No No
26 129 On-site Quercus agrifolia 16 50 25 25 Good Yes No No No
27 130 On-site Quercus agrifolia 16 (estimated) 50 25 25 Good Yes No Yes No
28 131 On-site Quercus agrifolia 20 63 35 40 Dead Yes No NA Yes Removal - Tree is dead 
29 132 On-site Quercus agrifolia 31 97 50 50 Poor Yes No Yes No
30 133 On-site Quercus agrifolia 22 69 35 50 Good Yes No Yes No
31 134 On-site Quercus agrifolia 33 104 50 50 Fair Yes No Yes No Tree has significant lean
32 135 On-site Quercus agrifolia 13 41 25 22 Dead Yes No No Yes Removal - Tree is dead 
33 136 On-site Quercus agrifolia 34 107 40 30 Fair Yes No Yes No Tree has significant lean
34 137 On-site Quercus agrifolia 24 75 25 35 Fair Yes No Yes No
35 None Other Property Quercus agrifolia 13 (estimated) 41 20 25 Fair Yes No No No
36 None Other Property Quercus agrifolia 21 (estimated) 66 30 30 Fair Yes No No No
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WOODLAND ANALYSIS  
 
The Chapman Woods community has old residential developments with big relict patches of old 

oak trees. Although most of the community is developed, parcels that are vacant hold a good 

amount of old oak stands. The impact to the oak woodland would overall be considered 

significant, specifically definitive loss of oak woodland acreage, significant loss to vertical and 

horizontal structural complexity (removal of mature tree canopy cover, dead limbs, and 

herbaceous ground cover will generally decrease any existing or passing wildlife use), loss of 

nesting and denning with the removal of old oaks with cavities that provide this wildlife habitat, 

loss of individual heritage trees, and with that a change to carbon sequestration from the removal 

of oaks.  
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MITIGATION PLANTING 
  
There are 5 protected oaks proposed for removal as part of the proposed construction, 3 of which 

were dead at the time they were inventoried for this report. To mitigate for the removal of living 

trees, new trees will be planted on-site at the rate of 2 to 1. Therefore, four 24-inch box coast live 

oaks will be planted on the subject property as part of the proposed development.  

 

  

ls,Tree Path 
- -''(_ Urban Tree Pathology 



 

 
16 

RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONSTRUCTION IMPACT GUIDELINES 
 
Pre-Construction 
 
These recommendations should be implemented prior to the start of construction: 

 
- Design and erect tree protection zone (TPZ) fencing:  

o Fencing shall be placed at the line of the tree protection zone, 15-ft. 
minimum from the trunk, or canopy + 5-ft., whichever distance is greater. 
For trees that will need to be encroached upon, the fencing should be 
placed at the edge of the encroachment.  

o No construction activity, heavy equipment access, or material storage 
should occur within the tree protection zone during construction without 
the direct supervision and approval of a qualified arborist. 

o Tree protection zone fencing shall be a temporary chain-link fence of at 
least 5-ft. height, and fencing shall be supported by steel stakes driven 
directly into the ground.  Fencing shall have no gate or easy entry into the 
TPZ. 
 
 

- Pruning 
o Only prune when deemed necessary by the project arborist; as much live 

foliage as possible should be preserved through the construction process to 
give the trees the best opportunity to thrive after construction is complete. 

o Hire a crew directly supervised by a Certified Arborist on-site to ensure 
the pruning cuts are made to branch unions and do not remove an 
excessive amount of foliage. 

o Pruning cuts should leave the minimum cross-sectional area of exposed 
woundwood after each final finish cut is made. 

o Remove dead branches from the trees as they appear. Retain living 
branches unless they conflict with the infrastructure or are diseased or 
defective. 

 
- Supplemental Irrigation 

o Consider supplemental irrigation for all subject trees to be retained.  
o If soil conditions are found to be dry, apply a deep-soak irrigation to the 

soil within the dripline of the trees once per month from March through 
October. The goal of the irrigation is to moisten the soil to a depth of 12 
inches while minimizing runoff.  

o Do not apply irrigation within five feet of the trunk of an oak tree. 
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During Construction 
 

This is the stage where mechanical injury is the most likely to occur. By following these 
recommendations, the likelihood of accidental damage will be reduced: 
 

- General Recommendations 
o Inform all construction personnel of the intention to preserve the trees. 

Many times damage occurs because workers are not aware of the 
importance of preserving the trees on site. This includes contractors and 
their respective subcontractors as well. 
 

o If any changes are made to the plans resulting in any excavation or 
equipment access within the dripline of a protected tree, the project 
arborist should be informed. Additional protection measures may need to 
be discussed. 
 

o No construction activity should occur within the tree Protection Zone 
without first consulting an arborist. This includes construction worker 
access, materials storage, materials disposal, and equipment access. No 
construction materials should cross the tree protection fencing, be leaned 
against any protected tree, or affixed to their trunks. 
 

o The arborist should supervise any excavation within the Protected Zone 
and should be informed of planned work ahead of time in order to be 
present. 

 
o If any injury should occur to a tree during construction, the project arborist 

should be informed promptly so that the tree may be evaluated and treated 
as soon as possible. 
 

- Demolition and Excavation Phase 
o Consider having an arborist supervise all excavation within the subject 

trees' drip lines.  If roots larger than 1 inch are encountered, the arborist 
will be able to determine whether to preserve or sever them. Roots should 
be severed with a sharp tool to prevent tearing of root tissue.  
 

o Fencing should be removed at the arborist’s direction; work within a 
Protection Zone should be with hand tools; excavations should be 
performed with hand tools or an AirSpade to preserve roots under the 
arborist’s direction, following best management practices: 
 Whenever possible, use the same trench for multiple utilities. 
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 In cases of needed cutting of large roots (1-in. diameter or larger), 
an arborist or qualified expert can supervise the Protection Zone 
work for making the cuts correctly and provision of any treatment 
needed to prevent root infection. 

 When possible, piping or other installation should be threaded 
around or underneath roots of 1-in. or larger. 

 Exposed roots should be covered with wet cloth or wet burlap 
during exposure to air. 

o Fencing should be replaced after work within the Protection Zone is 
completed for the day. 
 

- Construction Phase 
o When the footings are laid around the perimeters of the proposed 

construction, perform excavation using only hand tools within the critical 
root zones of the adjacent trees. Excavation can be directly supervised by 
the project arborist. If roots are encountered, the project arborist may 
make the determination of whether they may be severed or whether they 
should be preserved. 
 

o If during any part of the construction phase there is a significant amount of 
particulates in the air (from cutting materials or any other activity), a shop 
vacuum or equivalent should be used during the cutting or other activity to 
reduce the amount of particulates that are deposited on the foliage. If 
despite a good faith effort to reduce particulates, a layer is still deposited 
on the foliage, wash it off with a jet of water at the end of each 
construction day where particulates are deposited. 
 

o During the painting phase, if spray-application of paint is used within 
proximity of a protected tree, cover the windward side of the trunk and 
scaffold branches of the tree with plastic at the beginning of each painting 
day to avoid paint drifting onto the tree. Remove the plastic at the end of 
each day to allow for air circulation. 

 
 

- Clean-Up and Landscaping Phase 
o Retain the tree Protection Zone fencing until construction activity has been 

completed or until the landscape installation phase begins. Even when 
landscapers are permitted near the trees, make sure they are aware of the 
intention to preserve the trees and the roots if any digging is performed for 
irrigation lines or plant installation. 
 

o All irrigation line trenches within the dripline of any protected tree should 
be hand-dug. If significant roots measuring one inch in diameter or larger 
are encountered, the project arborist should be consulted. If practical, 
tunnel underneath the roots to preserve them. 
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Automatic irrigation sprinklers should not apply any moisture within five 
feet of the trunk of any protected oak tree. 

 
Post-Construction Care 
 
The most stressful time of year for the subject trees will be the summer immediately 
following construction. The following management practices are recommended: 
 

- Retain the leaf drop around the root zone of the subject trees where practical. The 
best ground cover for a tree is its own leaf mulch. Leaf mulch will continue to 
reduce soil evaporation and mitigate soil temperature changes. If leaf drop is not 
practical for use, apply a layer of coarse mulch 2-4 inches thick around the bases 
of the trees. 
 

- The subject trees can be monitored annually by a qualified arborist for the 
development of disease, decay, or other symptoms of stress due to construction 
activity. Deadwood may be removed as it appears, and as much live wood as 
possible should be retained on the trees, provided that it doesn’t come into 
conflict with the infrastructure. 
 

- If the soil is dry, continue applying deep-soak irrigation within the dripline of all 
subject trees from March through October until canopy density is adequate, as 
determined by a qualified arborist.   
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TREE PHOTOS  
 

 
 
Tree 1 

ls,Tree Path 
- -''(_ Urban Tree Pathology 



 

 
21 

 
 
Tree 2 
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Tree 3 
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Tree 4 
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Tree 5 
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Tree 6 
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Tree 7 – Photo 1 
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Tree 7 – Photo 2 
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Tree 8 
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Tree 9 
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Tree 12 – Photo 2 
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Tree 14 
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Tree 15 
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Tree 16 
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Tree 17 
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Tree 18 
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Tree 19 
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Tree 20 
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Tree 21 – Photo 1 
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Tree 21 – Photo 2 
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Tree 22 
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Tree 23 
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Trees 24 and 25 
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Tree 26 
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Tree 27 
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Tree 28 
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Tree 29 
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Tree 30 
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Tree 31 
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Tree 32 
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Tree 33 
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Tree 34 
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Trees 35 and 36 
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ASSUMPTIONS AND LIMITING CONDITIONS 

 
1. Care has been taken to obtain all information from reliable sources. All data has been 

verified insofar as possible; however, the Consultant can neither guarantee nor be 
responsible for the accuracy of information provided by others. Standard of Care has 
been met with regards to this project within reasonable and normal conditions.  
 

2.  The Consultant will not be required to give testimony or to attend court by reason of this 
report unless subsequent contractual agreements are made, including payment of an 
additional fee for such services as described in the fee schedule and contract of 
engagement.  
 

3. Loss or alteration of any part of this report invalidates the entire report.  
 

4. Possession of this report or a copy thereof does not imply right of publication or use for 
any purpose by any other than the person to whom it is addressed, without the prior 
written consent of the Consultant.  
 

5. This report and any values expressed herein represent the opinion of the Consultant, and 
the Consultant’s fee is in no way contingent upon the reporting of a stipulated result, a 
specified value, the occurrence of a subsequent event, nor upon any finding to be 
reported. 
 

6. Unless expressed otherwise: 1) information contained in this report covers only those 
items that were examined and reflects the condition of those items at the time of 
inspection; and 2) the inspection is limited to visual examination of accessible items 
without dissection, excavation, or coring, unless otherwise stated. There is no warranty or 
guarantee, expressed or implied, that problems or deficiencies of the tree(s) or property in 
question may not arise in the future.  
 

7. Arborists are tree specialists who use their education, knowledge, training, and 
experience to examine trees, recommend measures to enhance the beauty and health of 
trees, and attempt to reduce the risk of living near trees. It is highly recommended that 
you follow the arborist recommendations; however, you may choose to accept or 
disregard the recommendations and/or seek additional advice.  

 
8. Arborists cannot detect every condition that could possibly lead to the structural failure of 

a tree. Trees are living organisms that fail in ways we do not fully understand. Conditions 
are often hidden within trees and below ground. Arborists cannot guarantee that a tree 
will be healthy or safe under all circumstances, or for a specific period of time.  
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9. Any recommendation and/or performed treatments (including, but not limited to, pruning 

or removal) of trees may involve considerations beyond the scope of the arborist’s 
services, such as property boundaries, property ownership, site lines, disputes between 
neighbors, and any other related issues. Arborists cannot take such considerations into 
account unless complete and accurate information is disclosed to the arborist. An arborist 
can then be expected to consider and reasonably rely on the completeness and accuracy 
of the information provided.  
 

10. The author has no personal interest or bias with respect to the subject matter of this report 
or the parties involved. He/she has inspected the subject tree(s) and to the best of their 
knowledge and belief, all statements and information presented in the report are true and 
correct.  
 

11. Unless otherwise stated, trees were examined using the risk assessment criteria detailed 
by the International Society of Arboriculture’s publications Best Management Practices – 
Tree Risk Assessment and the Tree Risk Assessment Manual (Second Edition). 
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October 22, 2024 

Marie Pavlovic, Planner 
Department of Regional Planning 
Zoning Permits Section 
320 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Dear Marie Pavlovic: 

Revised OAK TREE PERMIT NUMBER RPPL2021011244 
849 MADRE STREET, PASADENA 

We have reviewed the “Request for Oak Tree Permit #RPPL2021011244.”  The project is 
located at 849 Madre St. in the unincorporated area of Pasadena.  The Oak Tree Report is 
accurate and complete as to the location, size, condition and species of the Oak trees on the 
site.  The term "Oak Tree Report" refers to the document on file by Cris Falco, the 
consulting arborist, dated September 27, 2024. 

We recommend the following as conditions of approval: 

OAK TREE PERMIT REQUIREMENTS: 

1. This grant shall not be effective until the permittee and the owner of the property involved (if
other than the permittee), have filed at the office of the Department of Regional Planning
their affidavit stating that they are aware of and agree to accept all conditions of this grant.
Unless otherwise apparent from the context, the term "permittee" shall include the applicant
and any other person, corporation or other entity making use of this grant.

2. The permittee shall, prior to commencement of the use authorized by this grant, pay the
fees invoiced through EPIC-LA to the County of Los Angeles Fire Department.  Such fees
shall be used to compensate the County Forester per inspection and to cover expenses
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incurred while inspecting the project to determine the permittee's compliance with the 
conditions of approval.  These fees provide for one (1) initial inspection prior to the 
commencement of construction and two (2) subsequent inspections until the conditions of 
approval have been met.  The Director of Regional Planning and the County Forester shall 
retain the right to make regular and unannounced site inspections. 

3. Before commencing work authorized or required by this grant, the consulting arborist shall
submit a letter to the Director of Regional Planning and the County of Los Angeles Fire
Department’s Forestry Division stating that he or she has been retained by the permittee to
perform or supervise the work, and that he or she agrees to report to the Director of
Regional Planning and the County Forester, any failure to fully comply with the conditions
of the grant.  The arborist shall also submit a written report on permit compliance upon
completion of the work required by this grant.  The report shall include a diagram showing
the exact number and location of all mitigation trees planted as well as planting dates.

4. The permittee shall arrange for the consulting arborist or a similarly qualified person to
maintain all remaining Oak trees on the subject property that are within the zone of impact
as determined by the County Forester for the life of the Oak Tree Permit or the Conditional
Use Permit.

5. The permittee shall install temporary chainlink fencing, not less than four (4) feet in height,
to secure the protected zone of all remaining Oak trees on site as necessary.  The fencing
shall be installed prior to grading or tree removal, and shall not be removed without
approval of the County Forester.  The term "protected zone" refers to the area extending
five (5) feet beyond the dripline of the Oak tree (before pruning), or fifteen (15) feet from the
trunk, whichever is greater.

6. Copies of the Oak Tree Report, Oak tree map, mitigation planting plan and conditions of
approval shall be kept on the project site and available for review.  All individuals
associated with the project as it relates to the Oak resource shall be familiar with the Oak
Tree Report, Oak tree map, mitigation planting plan and conditions of approval.

PERMITTED OAK TREE REMOVAL AND ENCROACHMENT: 

7. This grant allows the removal of two (2) trees of the Oak genus (Quercus agrifolia)
identified as Tree Numbers 7 and 12 on the applicant’s site plan and Oak Tree Report.  This
grant allows encroachment within the protected zone of eighteen (18) trees of the Oak
genus identified as Tree Numbers 1,3,4,5,6,8,9,10,11,16,17,22,27,29,30,31,33,34 on the
applicant's site plan and Oak Tree Report.  Trenching, excavation, or clearance of
vegetation within the protected zone of an Oak tree shall be accomplished by the use of
hand tools or small hand-held power tools.  Any major roots encountered shall be
conserved and treated as recommended by the consulting arborist.

8. In addition to the work expressly allowed by this permit, remedial pruning intended to
ensure the continued health of a protected Oak tree or to improve its appearance or
structure may be performed.  Such pruning shall include the removal of deadwood and
stubs and medium pruning of branches two-inches in diameter or less in accordance with
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the guidelines published by the National Arborist Association.  In no case shall more than 
20% of the tree canopy of any one tree be removed. 

9. Except as otherwise expressly authorized by this grant, the remaining Oak trees shall be
maintained in accordance with the principles set forth in the publication, “Oak Trees: Care
and Maintenance,” prepared by the County of Los Angeles Fire Department, Forestry
Division.  A copy of the publication is enclosed with these conditions.

MITIGATION TREES: 

10. The permittee shall provide mitigation trees of the Oak genus at a rate of ten to one (10:1)
for each tree removed for a total of twenty (20) trees.  The permittee shall provide mitigation
trees of the Oak genus at a rate of two to one (2:1) for any tree specified above that dies as
a result of the approved encroachments. In addition, any tree that reaches ordinance size
during the construction and monitoring period shall be included in this permit and subject to
these conditions of approval.

11. Each mitigation tree shall be at least a 15-gallon specimen in size and measure one (1)
inch or more in diameter one (1) foot above the base.  Free form trees with multiple stems
are permissible provided the combined diameter of the two (2) largest stems of such trees
measure a minimum of one (1) inch in diameter one (1) foot above the base.

12. Mitigation trees shall consist of indigenous varieties of Quercus agrifolia, grown from a local
seed source.

13. Mitigation trees shall be planted within one (1) year of the permitted Oak tree removals.
Mitigation trees shall be planted on site or within the same community if approved by the
County Forester.  If mitigation trees are deemed impossible by the County Forester, only
then a contribution to the County of Los Angeles Oak Forest Special Fund may be made in
the amount equivalent to the Oak resource loss.  The contribution shall be calculated by the
consulting arborist and approved by the County Forester according to the most current
edition of the International Society of Arboriculture's "Guide for Plant Appraisal."

14. The permittee shall properly maintain each mitigation tree and shall replace any tree failing
to survive due to a lack of proper care and maintenance with a tree meeting the
specifications set forth above.  The two-year maintenance period will begin upon receipt of
a letter from the permittee or consulting arborist to the Director of Regional Planning and
the County Forester, indicating that the mitigation trees have been planted.  The
maintenance period of the trees failing to survive two (2) years will start anew with the new
replacement trees.  Subsequently, additional monitoring fees shall be required.

15. All mitigation Oak trees planted as a condition of this permit shall be protected in perpetuity
by the Los Angeles County Oak Tree Ordinance once they have survived the required
maintenance period.

NON-PERMITTED ACTIONS AND VIOLATIONS: 
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16. Encroachment within the protected zone of any additional tree of the Oak genus on the
project site is prohibited.

17. Should encroachment within the protected zone of any additional tree of the Oak genus on
the project site not permitted by this grant result in its injury or death within two (2) years,
the permittee shall be required to make a contribution to the Los Angeles County Oak
Forest Special Fund in the amount equivalent to the Oak resource damage/loss.  Said
contribution shall be calculated by the consulting arborist and approved by the County
Forester according to the most current edition of the International Society of Arboriculture's
"Guide for Plant Appraisal."

18. No planting or irrigation system shall be installed within the dripline of any Oak tree that will
be retained.

19. Utility trenches shall not be routed within the protected zone of an Oak tree unless the
serving utility requires such locations.

20. Equipment, materials and vehicles shall not be stored, parked, or operated within the
protected zone of any Oak tree.  No temporary structures shall be placed within the
protected zone of any Oak tree.

21. Violations of the conditions of this grant shall result in immediate work stoppage or in a
notice of correction depending on the nature of the violation.  A time frame within which
deficiencies must be corrected will be indicated on the notice of correction.

22. Should any future inspection disclose that the subject property is being used in violation of
any one of the conditions of this grant, the permittee shall be held financially responsible
and shall reimburse the County of Los Angeles Fire Department, Forestry Division for all
enforcement efforts necessary to bring the subject property into compliance.

To schedule a County Forester inspection, please contact the Environmental Review Unit at 
(818) 890-5719.

If you have any additional questions, please contact this office at (818) 890-5719. 

Very truly yours, 

KIEN TAN, DEPUTY FORESTER, FORESTRY DIVISION 
COMMUNITY RISK REDUCTION BUREAU 

KT:jl 
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August 7, 2024 

 

Marie Pavlovic 

Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning 

 

Via Email to: mpavlovic@planning.lacounty.gov  

 

Re: PRJ2021-004689 Project, Los Angeles County  

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

  

A record search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) 

was completed for the information submitted for the above referenced project. The results 

were positive. Please contact the Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation on the 

attached list for information. Please note that tribes do not always record their sacred sites in 

the SLF, nor are they required to do so. A SLF search is not a substitute for consultation with tribes 

that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with a project’s geographic area. Other sources of 

cultural resources should also be contacted for information regarding known and recorded 

sites, such as the appropriate regional California Historical Research Information System (CHRIS) 

archaeological Information Center for the presence of recorded archaeological sites.   

 

Attached is a list of Native American tribes who may also have knowledge of cultural resources 

in the project area. This list should provide a starting place in locating areas of potential 

adverse impact within the proposed project area. Please contact all of those listed; if they 

cannot supply information, they may recommend others with specific knowledge. By 

contacting all those listed, your organization will be better able to respond to claims of failure to 

consult with the appropriate tribe. If a response has not been received within two weeks of 

notification, the Commission requests that you follow-up with a telephone call or email to 

ensure that the project information has been received.   

 

If you receive notification of change of addresses and phone numbers from tribes, please notify 

the NAHC. With your assistance, we can assure that our lists contain current information.  

 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at my email 

address: Andrew.Green@nahc.ca.gov.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Andrew Green 

Cultural Resources Analyst 
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