
Pursuant to Section 711.4(d)(2) of the Fish and Game Code, statutory and categorical exemptions are exempt from Department of Fish and Wildlife filing fees. 

 

RETURN TO: 
 
City of Petaluma 
Public Works Department 
P.O. Box 61 
Petaluma, CA  94953 
 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
 
TO: Sonoma County Clerk 
 585 Fiscal Drive, Room 103 
 Santa Rosa, CA  95403 

Project Title:   Water Transmission Pipeline Impressed Cathodic System Upgrade   
 

Project Applicant:   City of Petaluma Public Works and Utilities Department 

 

Project Location:  Petaluma Blvd. South (frontage to 2543 Petaluma Blvd. South), Petaluma, Sonoma County, CA. 
             

Project Description: The project consists of the installation of a cathodic protection system for an existing 5,000 linear 

foot, 16-inch welded steel potable water transmission main. The existing cathodic protection system will be abandoned, and 

a new cathodic protection system will be installed adjacent to the transmission main connection point within the Caltrans 

right-of-way. A permit will be acquired for the work. The work includes drilling a 10-inch diameter borehole 250’ to 

accommodate installation of eight cast iron anodes, digging a narrow trench to a minimum depth of 30-inches for anode 

lead connection of transmission main to a new junction box within the existing cathodic protection electrical cabinet, and 

finished drilling hole work including backfill and bentonite seal. Construction activities are expected to last 3-4 weeks and 

will occur in the same general location as existing facilities, within the existing Caltrans right-of-way. Any disturbed areas 

during construction activities will be returned to pre-construction conditions.  
 

EXEMPT STATUS: 
 
Statutory Exemptions      Categorical Exemptions 
{Article 18:Section 21080; 15260}    {Article 19:Section 21084; 15300} 
[ ] Ministerial {Sec.15268}     [X] Existing Facilities {Sec.15301} 
[ ] Feasibility/Planning Study {Sec.15262}   [ ] Replacement or Reconstruction {Sec.15302} 
[ ] Emergency Project {Sec.15269}    [ ] Small Structures {Sec.15303} 
[ ] General Rule {Sec.15061(b)(3)}    [ ] Minor Alterations {Sec.15304} 
[ ] Other: Pipe < 1 mi {Sec.15282(k)}   [ ] Minor Subdivisions {Sec.15315} 
 

Reasons why project is exempt: The project consists of upgrades to install a cathodic protection system on an existing 

potable water transmission line for maintenance purposes. Improvements will occur within or immediately within the 

frontage road to the existing Petaluma Boulevard South Caltrans right-of-way. The area of disturbance will be outside of an 

environmentally sensitive area and there are no unusual circumstances or cumulative impacts that would preclude the project 

from using an exemption. There is negligible or no expansion of use beyond what currently exists and there are no 

cumulative impacts, or other factors that would make the exemption inapplicable. Therefore, the project is exempt under 

Section 15301 (b) as a maintenance activity associated with a publicly owned utility and 15301 (f) as an activity that adds 

a safety or public health device to an existing facility. 

Lead Agency: City of Petaluma Public Works, P.O. Box 61, Petaluma, CA 94953 
 
Department/Contact Person: Paige Bullock, Assistant Engineer I  Phone (707) 780-7034  

 

 

______________________________________________ July 15th, 2024 

Paige Bullock, Assistant Engineer I, Public Works & Utilities Department    Date 


