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Table 2.0-2 
Unit Mix 

 
Unit Type Quantity Average Square Feet Floor Area 

B1 (1 bedroom, 1 bathroom) 35 units 560 sf 19,600 sf 

C1 (2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms) 18 units 820 sf 14,760 sf 

C1 Manager (2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms) 1 unit 820 sf 820 sf 

D1 (3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms) 19 units 950 sf 18,050 sf 

Total 73 units 729 sf 53,230 sf 

   
Sources: Urban Architecture Lab, September 24, 2024. 
 

 
Table 2.0-3 

Project Summary 
 

Components Gross Square Feet 
Apartments (73 units) 53,230 

Lobby/Mail Room 550 

Community Room 950 

Fitness Room 730 

Laundry Room 500 

Water Closet 86 

Janitor’s Closet 56 

Intermediate Distribution Frame Closet 245 

Manager’s Office/Record Room 180 

Resident Service Offices 350 

Circulation (Corridors) 11,620 

Trash and Recycle Vestibule 250 

Stairs/Elevators 4,820 

Gross Floor Area 73,787 

Floor Area Ratio 2.48 

Outdoor Open Space 8,080 

Private Open Space 300 

Total Open Space 8,380 

Outdoor Planting Space 1,616 
   
Sources: Urban Architecture Lab, September 24, 2024. 

 

The Project also includes a General Plan Map Amendment and Zone Change. The parcel located on 1131 

E. Wardlow Road (APN: 7146-024-025) would change the zoning from CCA to Mixed Use-1 (MU-1) but 

retain the General Plan Placetype designation of NSC-L. The parcel located at 3401 Cerritos Avenue (APN: 



https://gisdata-scag.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/SCAG::high-quality-transit-areas-hqta-2045-scag-region/explore?location=34.130505%2C-117.742800%2C8.33
https://gisdata-scag.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/SCAG::high-quality-transit-areas-hqta-2045-scag-region/explore?location=34.130505%2C-117.742800%2C8.33
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III. ENVIRONMENTAL INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST 
AND IMPACT ANALYSIS 

3.1 ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this Project, involving at least 

one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the checklist on the following pages. 

 Aesthetics  
Agriculture and Forestry 
Resources  Air Quality 

 Biological Resources  Cultural Resources  Energy 

 Geology and Soils  Greenhouse Gas Emissions  
Hazards and Hazardous 
Materials 

 
Hydrology and Water 
Quality  Land Use and Planning  Mineral Resources 

 Noise  Population and Housing  Public Services 

 Recreation  Transportation  Tribal Cultural Resources 

 
Utilities and Service 
Systems  Wildfire  

Mandatory Findings of 
Significance 

3.2 DETERMINATION: (TO BE COMPLETED BY THE LEAD AGENCY) 

On the basis of this initial evaluation: 

I find that the Proposed Project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and 
a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.  

I find that, although the Proposed Project could have a significant effect on the environment, 
there will not be a significant effect in this case because the mitigation measures described on 
an attached sheet have been added to the Project. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
will be prepared. 

 

I find that the Proposed Project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.  

I find that the Proposed Project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially 
significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least effect 1) has been 
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has 
been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached 
sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the 
effects that remain to be addressed. 

 

~ □ □ 
□ ~ □ 
□ □ □ 
□ ~ □ 
□ □ □ 
□ □ □ 
□ □ □ 

□ 

□ 

~ 

□ 
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I find that although the Proposed Project could have a significant effect on the environment, 
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or 
mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or 
mitigation measures that are imposed upon the Proposed Project, nothing further is required. 

 

 

   
Printed Name  Title 
   

Signature  Date 

 
  

□ 

elsando
Typewritten Text
Elijio Sandoval

elsando
Typewritten Text
Planner III

elsando
Typewritten Text
10/18/2024
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3.3 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 

1.  Aesthetics 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Except as provided in Public Resources Code 
section 21099: 

a.  Would the project have a substantial 
adverse effect on a scenic vista? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Impact. A scenic vista is generally defined as a view of undisturbed natural characteristics exhibiting a 

unique feature that comprises an important or dominant portion of the viewshed. Although scenic vistas 

are identified at the discretion of its jurisdiction, common examples of scenic vistas include open hillsides, 

mountain ranges, rivers/streambeds, and large bodies of water. 

The City’s General Plan Urban Design Element identifies existing scenic vistas in the City. These scenic 

vistas include: views along Alamitos Avenue south to Villa Riviera, El Dorado Park, 3rd Street to the Port 

of Long Beach cranes, Ocean Boulevard, Bluff Park to the Pacific Ocean and Belmont Pier, Queensway Bay 

and Shoreline Park to the Queen Mary and cruise ships, the Downtown, the marinas, and Los Coyotes 

Diagonal to the distant San Gabriel Mountains.5 The Urban Design Element also designates the following 

as scenic routes: the entire stretch of Livingston Drive, the Promenade in Downtown, the Los Angeles River 

and San Gabriel River corridors, Appian Way along the Colorado Lagoon, Marine Stadium, Studebaker 

Road, the approach road to Ranch Los Cerritos, and the entire stretch of the Pacific Coast Highway (PCH).6 

The Project Site is not located in or within any of these identified scenic vistas and routes.  

The Project Site is currently vacant and is surrounded by existing urban development. Given the existing 

conditions of the Project Site and its distance from the identified scenic vistas and routes, the Project would 

not have the potential to substantively alter existing private or public viewsheds, the Project would not 

have a substantial adverse impact on any scenic resource, and no impacts would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 
5  City of Long Beach, City of Long Beach General Plan Urban Design Element, 2019. Available online at: 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/advance/lueude/urban-
design-element-final-adopted-december-2019, accessed September 4, 2024.  

6  Ibid.  

□ □ □ 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/advance/lueude/urban-design-element-final-adopted-december-2019
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/advance/lueude/urban-design-element-final-adopted-december-2019
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project substantially 
damage scenic resources, including, 
but not limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings 
within a state scenic highway? 

    

No Impact. There are no designated or eligible State scenic highways located near the Project Site or within 

its immediate vicinity. The nearest designated, or eligible for designation, State scenic highway is a portion 

of the PCH that is located approximately 2.91 miles southeast of the Project Site.7 Due to this distance, as 

well as the topography and intervening objects (i.e., trees, buildings), the PCH is not visible from the Project 

Site. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  Would the project, in non-urbanized 
areas, substantially degrade the existing 
visual character or quality of public views 
of the site and its surroundings? (Public 
views are those that are experienced from 
a publicly accessible vantage point). If the 
project is in an urbanized area, would the 
project conflict with applicable zoning 
and other regulations governing scenic 
quality? 

    

Potentially Significant Impact. The Project Site and the surrounding area are considered an urbanized 

area.8 Surrounding properties include commercial uses as well as single family housing. Although the 

construction activities associated with the Project would result in changes to the visual quality of the Project 

Area, these activities would be temporary and would cease upon completion of the Project. The Project 

 
7  California Department of Transportation, “California State Scenic Highway System Map.” Available online at: 

https://caltrans.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=465dfd3d807c46cc8e8057116f1aacaa, 
accessed September 4, 2024. 

8  According to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15387 an “urbanized area” means a central city or a group of 
contiguous cities with a population of 50,000 or more, together with adjacent densely populated areas having a 
population density of at least 1,000 persons per square mile. 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

https://caltrans.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=465dfd3d807c46cc8e8057116f1aacaa
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would be constructed in accordance with the City’s design regulations for residential uses. However, the 

Project is located adjacent to a historic district and therefore has the potential to conflict with policies related 

to visual quality. This issue will be further evaluated in the EIR.   

Mitigation Measures: This topic will be further evaluated in the EIR for the Project.  

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d.  Would the project create a new source of 
substantial light or glare which would 
adversely affect day or nighttime views in 
the area? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. Light emanating from building interiors that pass-through windows and 

light from exterior sources (i.e., street lighting, building illumination, security lighting, and landscape 

lighting) serve as primary sources of light. 

The Project involves the construction of a new 73-unit apartment complex with a maximum height of 66 

feet. The Project Site is located within an urban and developed area and is surrounded by commercial uses 

and single-family housing. Due to the exterior nighttime lighting of these uses, along with the existing light 

poles around the eastern and southern perimeter of the Project Site, a moderate level of ambient nighttime 

light already exists. Any proposed lighting would be shielded from adjacent properties and would not 

substantially change existing ambient nighttime lighting conditions. Further, the Project does not include 

any elements or features that would create substantial new sources of glare. Therefore, impacts related to 

light or glare would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

□ □ □ 
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2.  Agricultural Resources 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project convert Prime Farmland, 
Unique Farmland, or Farmland of 
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as 
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to 
the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring 
Program of the California Resources 
Agency, to non-agricultural use? 

    

No Impact. According to the California Department of Conservation’s California Important Farmland 

Finder, the Project Site does not contain any land classified as Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or 

Farmland of Statewide Importance.9 Further, the Project Site is designated with Neighborhood Serving 

Center or Corridor Low Density (NSC-L) and Founding and Contemporary Neighborhood (FCN) Place 

Types, which do not allow agricultural uses.10 Thus, the Project would not convert Prime Farmland, 

Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance to non-agricultural use. No impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project conflict with existing 
zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson 
Act contract? 

    

No Impact. Only land located within an agricultural preserve is eligible for enrollment under a Williamson 

Act contract. According to the California Department of Conservation California Williamson Act 

Enrollment Finder,11 there is no land in the City enrolled under a Williamson Act contract. As stated above, 

 
9  California Department of Conservation, “California Important Farmland Finder,” Available online at: 

https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/ciff/, accessed September 4, 2024. 
10  City of Long Beach, City of Long Beach General Plan Land Use Element, 2019. Available online at: 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/advance/lueude/land-use-
element-final-adopted-december-2019, accessed September 4, 2024.  

11  California Department of Conservation, Williamson Act Program. Available online at: 
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/lca, accessed on September 4, 2024. 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/ciff/
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/advance/lueude/land-use-element-final-adopted-december-2019
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/advance/lueude/land-use-element-final-adopted-december-2019
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/lca
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the City is highly urbanized.12 There is currently no land within the City zoned for agricultural use nor 

enrolled under a Williamson Act contract. Therefore, the Project would not conflict with existing 

agricultural zoning or a Williamson Act Contract, and no impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  Would the project conflict with existing 
zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land 
(as defined in Public Resources Code Section 
12220 (g)), timberland (as defined by Public 
Resources Code Section 4526), or timberland 
zoned Timberland Production (as defined by 
Government Code Section 51104 (g))? 

    

No Impact. The City does not contain any forest land (as defined by PRC § 12220(g)), timberland (as defined 

by PRC § 4526), or timberland zoned for Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code § 

51104(g)).13 Approval of the Project would not conflict with the General Plan, existing zoning or cause 

rezoning of forest land, timberland, or timberland zoned Timberland Production. No impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d.  Would the project result in the loss of 
forest land or conversion of forest land to a 
non-forest use? 

    

No Impact. See response to Section 2.c, above. 

Forest land is defined as “…land that can support 10-percent native tree cover of any species, including 

hardwoods, under natural conditions, and that allows for management of one or more forest resources, 

including timber, aesthetics, fish and wildlife, biodiversity, water quality, recreation, and other public 

 
12  California Department of Conservation, State of California Williamson Act Contract Land. Available online at: 

https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/WilliamsonAct/, accessed on September 4, 2024.  
13  California Department of Fish and Wildlife, “California Forests and Timberlands.” Available online at: 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=109919, accessed September 4, 2024. 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/WilliamsonAct/
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=109919
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benefits.”14 Timberland is defined as: “land…which is available for, and capable of, growing a crop of trees 

of any commercial species used to produce lumber and other forest products, including Christmas trees.”15 

The City is a developed urbanized environment, with few vacant parcels. There is no identified forest land 

or timberland within the City and implementation of the Project would not result in a loss of forest land or 

timberland. No impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

e.  Would the project involve other changes 
in the existing environment which, due to 
their location or nature, could result in 
conversion of Farmland, to non-
agricultural use or conversion of forest 
land to non-forest use? 

    

No Impact. As the Project Site is located in a highly developed and urban area, implementation of the 

Project would not result in the conversion of farmland or forest land to non-agricultural or non-forest land 

use. No impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

  

 
14  California Public Resources Code (PRC), Section 12220(g). 
15  PRC, § 4526. 

□ □ □ 
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3. Air Quality 

The following is a summary of the Project’s Air Quality Technical Report included as Appendix A, Air 

Quality Technical Report, to this document. 

Impact Analysis  

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project conflict with or obstruct 
implementation of the applicable air 
quality plan? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. As part of its enforcement responsibilities, the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) requires each state with nonattainment areas to prepare and submit a State Implementation 

Plan (SIP) that demonstrates the means to attain the federal standards. The SIP must integrate federal, state, 

and local plan components and regulations to identify specific measures to reduce pollution in 

nonattainment areas, using a combination of performance standards and market-based programs. 

Similarly, under state law, the California Clean Air Act (CCAA) requires an air quality attainment plan to 

be prepared for areas designated as nonattainment with regard to the federal and state ambient air quality 

standards. Air quality attainment plans outline emissions limits and control measures to achieve and 

maintain these standards by the earliest practical date. 

Drafted by the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD), the 2022 Air Quality 

Management Plan (AQMP) was developed in coordination with California Air Resources Board (CARB), 

Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), and the U.S. EPA to establish a program of rules 

and regulations to reduce air pollutant emissions to achieves California Ambient Air Quality Standards 

(CAAQS) and National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS.) The AQMP’s pollutant control strategies 

are based on SCAG’s 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan / Sustainable Communities Strategy 

(RTP/SCS).  

Criteria for determining consistency with the AQMP are defined in Chapter 12, Section 12.2 and Section 

12.3 of the SCAQMD’s 1993 CEQA Air Quality Handbook, and include the following: 

• Consistency Criterion No. 1: The proposed project will not result in an increase in the frequency or 

severity of an existing air quality violation, or cause or contribute to new violations, or delay the timely 

attainment of air quality standards or the interim emissions reductions specified in the AQMP. 

□ □ □ 
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• Consistency Criterion No. 2: The proposed project will not exceed the assumptions in the AQMP, or 

increments based on the years of the project build-out phase. 

With respect to the first criterion, area air quality planning, including the AQMP, assumes that there will 

be emissions from new growth, but that such emissions may not impede the attainment and may actually 

contribute to the attainment of applicable air quality standards within the Basin. As discussed herein (see 

below), the Project would not result in construction air quality emissions that exceed the SCAQMD 

thresholds of significance. Construction-related emissions would be temporary in nature, lasting only for 

the duration of the construction period, and would not have a long-term impact on the region’s ability to 

meet state and federal air quality standards. Furthermore, the Project will be required to comply with 

applicable SCAQMD rules and regulations for new or modified sources. For example, the Project must 

comply with SCAQMD Rule 403 for the control of fugitive dust during construction. By meeting SCAQMD 

rules and regulations, project construction activities will be consistent with the goals and objectives of the 

AQMP to improve air quality in the Basin. Also discussed herein (see below), the Project would not result 

in operational air quality emissions that exceed the SCAQMD thresholds of significance. And, as discussed 

in more detail below, projects, land uses, and activities that are consistent with the applicable assumptions 

used in the development of the AQMP would not jeopardize attainment of the air quality levels identified 

in the AQMP. Thus, the Project would be consistent with the first criterion. 

With respect to the second criterion, the AQMP was prepared to achieve national and state air pollution 

standards within the region. A project that is considered to be consistent with the AQMP would not 

interfere with attainment of AQMP goals because the growth from the project is included in the regional 

projections used to formulate the AQMP. The Project proposes to construct an apartment complex that will 

provide 73 affordable housing units on 0.7 acres of land. Based on the City’s average household size of 2.74 

persons per household, the Project would introduce up to 200 residents.16 Conservatively assuming that 

all 200 Project-generated residents relocate from outside of the City, potential population growth associated 

with the Project would represent less than one percent of the City’s 458,813 persons. 

According to the City’s updated Housing Element that incorporates the SCAG 6th cycle Regional Housing 

Needs Allocation (RHNA) Final Allocation Plan, projected housing needs are broken down by income 

category. These categories include “extremely low,” “very low,” “low,” “median,” “moderate,” and “above 

moderate” income levels. The City has an allocation of 26,502 units for the October 2021 to October 2029 

planning period, with 7,141 of these units needing to be developed to accommodate “extremely low/very 

 
16  City of Long Beach, Long Beach General Plan – Housing Element Technical Appendices, 2022. Available online at: 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/images/planning/housing-element-update/he-
adopted-plan-appendix, accessed September 18, 2024. 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/images/planning/housing-element-update/he-adopted-plan-appendix
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/images/planning/housing-element-update/he-adopted-plan-appendix
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low” income levels and 4,047 of these units needing to be developed for “low” income levels.17 

Implementation of the Project would contribute to the development of affordable housing in the City. As 

stated above, a project that is considered to be consistent with the AQMP would not interfere with 

attainment of AQMP goals because the growth from the Project is included in the regional projections used 

to formulate the AQMP, such as the SCAG RHNA Final Allocation Plan. The Project would be consistent 

with Criterion No. 2.  

As the Project is consistent with Criterion Nos. 1 and 2, it would not conflict with or obstruct 

implementation of any applicable air quality plan, and this impact is less than significant. Please refer to 

Section 14, Population and Housing and Section 17, Transportation, for a full discussion of the less-than-

significant impacts associated with growth and regional planning associated with the Project. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project result in a cumulatively 
considerable net increase of any criteria 
pollutant for which the project region is 
non-attainment under an applicable 
federal or state ambient air quality 
standard? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. Criteria pollutants include O3, CO, NO2, PM10, PM2.5, SO2, and lead. The 

SCAB is a non-attainment area for the federal standards for O3 and PM2.5 and state standards for O3, PM10, 

and PM2.5. The Los Angeles County portion of the SCAB is also designated non-attainment for lead. 

Because the Project does not include any measurable sources of lead emissions, this pollutant is not 

discussed further in this analysis. Therefore, this analysis focuses on air quality impacts related to those 

criteria pollutants for which the region is nonattainment, which are O3, PM10, and PM2.5.  

The analysis of regional daily construction emissions has been prepared utilizing the CalEEMod computer 

model recommended by the SCAQMD. Predicted maximum daily construction-generated emissions for 

the Project are summarized in Table 3.3-1, Construction-Related Criteria Pollutant and Precursor 

Emissions – Maximum Pounds per Day. These calculations assume that appropriate dust control measures 

 
17  City of Long Beach, City of Long Beach General Plan Housing Element, 2022. Available online at: 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/housing-element-
update/housing-element-final-adopted-february-2022, accessed September 12, 2024.  

□ □ □ 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/housing-element-update/housing-element-final-adopted-february-2022
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/housing-element-update/housing-element-final-adopted-february-2022
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will be implemented as part of the Project during each phase of development, as specified by SCAQMD 

Rule 403 (Fugitive Dust). In addition, these calculations assume construction activities will be consistent 

with SCAQMD Rule 1113 (Architectural Coatings), which regulates the amount of VOC per liter of coating. 

As shown in Table 3.3-1, the peak daily emissions generated during the construction of the Project will not 

exceed any of the regional emission thresholds recommended by the SCAQMD. Therefore, Project 

construction will not result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria air pollutant for 

which the Project region is nonattainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard. 

 
Table 3.3-1 

Construction-Related Criteria Pollutant and  
Precursor Emissions – Maximum Pounds per Day  

 
Construction Year ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10 PM2.5 

2025 1.20 16.70 13.00 0.05 4.10 1.90 

2026 23.90 10.50 18.70 0.02 1.51 0.63 

Regional Threshold 75 100 550 150 150 55 

Exceed? No No No No No No 
   
Source: Impact Sciences September 2024. See Appendix A to this report. Emissions shown are the highest daily 
from either summer or winter season. 
Note: Project emissions account for the reductions from SCAQMD Rule 403 (Fugitive Dust). 

 

Project-generated operational emissions will be associated with motor vehicle use, energy use, and area 

sources, such as landscape maintenance equipment, consumer cleaning products, and architectural 

coatings associated with the operation of the Project. The operational emissions from the Project were 

calculated with CalEEMod and the operational emissions were compared against SCAQMD regional 

thresholds to determine Project significance. Long-term operational emissions attributable to the Project 

are summarized in Table 3.3-2, Long-Term Operational Emissions – Maximum Pounds per Day. As 

shown, the operational emissions generated by the Project will not exceed the regional thresholds of 

significance set by the SCAQMD. 
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Table 3.3-2 

Long-Term Operational Emissions – Maximum Pounds per Day 
 

Source ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10 PM2.5 

Mobile Source  1.29 1.04 10.90 0.03 2.38 0.61 

Area Source 2.11 0.04 4.14 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 

Energy Use 0.01 0.20 0.09 <0.01 0.02 0.02 

Total 3.41 1.28 15.13 0.03 2.40 0.63 

Regional Threshold 55 55 550 150 150 55 

Exceed? No No No No No No 
   
Source: Impact Sciences, September 2024. See Appendix A to this report. 
 

 

As shown in Table 3.3-1 and Table 3.3-2, the Project’s construction and operational emissions will not 

exceed the SCAQMD’s thresholds for any criteria air pollutants. Thus, the Project also will not result in a 

cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria air pollutant for which the Project region is 

nonattainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard. These impacts are less 

than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  Would the project expose sensitive 
receptors to substantial pollutant 
concentrations? 

    

Less Than Significant Impact. The SCAQMD has developed localized significance thresholds (LSTs) that 

represent the maximum emissions from a project that are not expected to cause or contribute to an 

exceedance of the applicable federal or State ambient air quality standard. In the case of this analysis, the 

Project Site is located within Source Receptor Area (SRA) 4, South Coastal LA County, with receptors 

located within 25 meters. The closest receptor distance in the SCAQMD’s mass rate look-up tables is 25 

meters. Projects that are located closer than 25 meters to the nearest receptor are directed to use the LST 

screening criteria for receptors located within 25 meters. As the Project Site is less than one acre, LST 

screening criteria for a one-acre site in SRA 4 with sensitive receptors located within 25 meters were utilized 

to address the potential localized NOx, CO, PM10, and PM2.5 impacts. As shown in Table 3.3-3, Localized 

Significance of Construction Emissions – Maximum Pounds per Day, the Project will not exceed any of 

□ □ □ 
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the identified localized thresholds of significance during construction. Therefore, the Project’s construction 

will not expose sensitive receptors to substantial air pollutant concentrations and these impacts would be 

less than significant. 

 
Table 3.3-3 

Localized Significance of Construction Emissions – Maximum Pounds per Day 
 

Construction Phase NOx CO PM10 PM2.5 
Demolition/Debris Removal 4.33 5.65 1.53 0.35 

SCAQMD Localized Significance Mass Rate Screening Criteria 57.00 585.00 4.00 3.00 
Grading 10.01 10.00 2.54 1.43 

SCAQMD Localized Significance Mass Rate Screening Criteria 57.00 585.00 4.00 3.00 
Building Construction 10.24 13.34 0.42 0.38 

SCAQMD Localized Significance Mass Rate Screening Criteria 57.00 585.00 4.00 3.00 
Exceed? No No No No 

   
Source: Impact Sciences, September 2024. See Appendix A to this report. 
Notes: Calculations assume compliance with SCAQMD Rule 403 – Fugitive Dust. As the Project Site is less than one acre, analysis applied 
LST screening criteria for a one-acre site with a receptor distance of 25 meters (82 feet) in SCAQMD’s SRA 4. The building construction 
emission total includes architectural coating and paving emissions. 

 

Because the LST methodology is applicable to projects where emission sources occupy a fixed location, LST 

methodology will typically not apply to the operational phase of a residential project because emissions for 

these projects are primarily generated by mobile sources traveling on local roadways over generally large 

distances or areas. LSTs will apply to the operational phase of a project if the project includes stationary 

sources or attracts mobile sources that may spend long periods queuing and idling at the site. For example, 

the LST methodology applies to operational projects such as warehouse/transfer facilities.18 As the Project 

will not include warehouse or transfer facilities, an operational analysis against the LST methodology is 

not directly applicable to the Project. Nevertheless,  Table 3.3-4, Localized Significance of On-Site 

Operational Emissions – Maximum Pounds per Day, has been included to illustrate the potential on-site 

emissions during Project operation. As shown in Table 3.3-4, the Project will not exceed any of the 

identified localized operational thresholds of significance. Therefore, the Project’s operation will not expose 

sensitive receptors to substantial air pollutant concentrations and these impacts will be less than significant. 

 
18  SCAQMD, Sample Construction Scenarios for Projects Less than Five Acres in Size, February 2005, page 1-3. 
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Table 3.3-4 

Localized Significance of On-Site Operational Emissions – Maximum Pounds per Day 
 

Emissions Source NOx CO PM10 PM2.5 
Area Sources 0.04 4.14 <0.01 <0.01 

Energy Demand 0.20 0.09 0.02 0.02 
Total On-Site Emissions 0.24 4.23 0.02 0.02 

SCAQMD Localized Significance Mass Rate Screening Criteria 57.00 585.00 1.00 1.00 
Exceed? No No No No 

   
Source: Impact Science, September 2024. See Appendix A to this report. 

 

The Project will not result in potentially significant CO “hot spots” and a Project-specific CO hotspots 

analysis is not required to reach this conclusion. CO concentrations in SRA 4 are substantially below the 

California one-hour or eight-hour CO standards of 20 or 9.0 ppm, respectively. Accordingly, with the 

steadily decreasing CO emissions from vehicles, even very busy intersections do not result in exceedances 

of the CO standard. Therefore, the Project will not have the potential to cause or contribute to an exceedance 

of the California one-hour or eight-hour CO standards of 20 or 9.0 ppm, respectively. Impacts with respect 

to localized CO concentrations will be less than significant. 

The use of diesel-powered construction equipment will be temporary and episodic. The duration of 

exposure will be short and exhaust from construction equipment dissipates rapidly. Current methodology 

for conducting health risk assessments is associated with long term exposure periods (9, 30, and 70 years). 

Therefore, short-term construction activities will not be expected to generate a significant health risk. 

Furthermore, the Project Site is approximately 0.7 acres. Generally, construction for projects contained in a 

site of such size represent less than significant health risks due to limitations of the off-road diesel 

equipment able to operate and thus a reduced amount of generated DPM, reduced amount of dust-

generating ground-disturbance possible compared to larger construction sites, and reduced duration of 

construction activities compared to the development of larger sites. Furthermore, construction will be 

subject to and will comply with California regulations limiting the idling of heavy-duty construction 

equipment to no more than five (5) minutes, which will further reduce nearby sensitive receptors’ exposure 

to temporary and variable DPM emissions.19 For these reasons, DPM generated by construction activities 

will not expose sensitive receptors to substantial amounts of air toxics and these impacts will be less than 

significant. 

 
19  California Air Resources Board, Regulation for In-Use Off-Road Diesel-Fueled (Off-Road Regulation), 2015. Available 

online at: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/use-road-diesel-fueled-fleets-regulation, accessed on May 
2, 2024.  

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/use-road-diesel-fueled-fleets-regulation
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Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d.  Would the project result in other 
emissions (such as those leading to odors) 
adversely affecting a substantial number 
of people? 

    

Less Than Significant Impact. The SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook (1993) identifies certain land 

uses as sources of odors. These land uses include agriculture (farming and livestock), wastewater treatment 

plants, food processing plants, chemical plants, composting facilities, refineries, landfills, dairies, and 

fiberglass molding. The Project will not include any of the land uses that have been identified by the 

SCAQMD as odor sources. 

Construction activities associated with the Project may generate detectable odors from heavy-duty 

equipment exhaust and architectural coatings. However, construction-related odors will be short-term in 

nature and cease upon Project completion. In addition, the Project will be required to comply with the 

California Code of Regulations, Title 13, sections 2449(d)(3) and 2485, which minimizes the idling time of 

construction equipment either by shutting it off when not in use or by reducing the time of idling to no 

more than five minutes. This will reduce the detectable odors from heavy-duty equipment exhaust. The 

Project will also be required to comply with the SCAQMD Rule 1113 – Architectural Coating, which will 

minimize odor impacts from ROG emissions during architectural coating. Any odor impacts to existing 

adjacent land uses will be short-term and not substantial. As such, the Project will not result in other 

emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely affecting a substantial number of people. Impacts will 

be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

  

□ □ □ 
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4. Biological Resources 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project have a substantial 
adverse effect, either directly or through 
habitat modifications, on any species 
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or 
special status species in local or regional 
plans, policies, or regulations, or by the 
California Department of Fish and Game 
or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. The Project Site is located within an urbanized environment that is entirely 

developed. Urban areas such as the Project Site do not contain mapped habitat for any sensitive biological 

species as identified by local or regional plans, polices, or regulations, or by the California Department of 

Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) or the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).20 The Project Site is 

currently undeveloped, vacant and is surrounded by commercial and residential uses. Because of the 

existing conditions, the Project Site does not provide any suitable habitat for special-status mammal, plant, 

and fish species. Thus, construction activities would not adversely impact candidate, sensitive, or special 

status species. Furthermore, Project operation would not adversely affect any candidate, sensitive, or 

special status species. Based on the site’s urban condition, no endangered, rare, threatened, or special status 

plant species (or associated habitats) or wildlife species designated by the United States Fish and Wildlife 

Service (USFWS), California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), or California Native Plant Society 

have the potential to occur on-site. Impacts would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 
20  California Department of Fish and Wildlife, “Lands Interactive Map.” Available online at: 

https://apps.wildlife.ca.gov/lands/, accessed May 2, 2024. 

□ □ □ 

https://apps.wildlife.ca.gov/lands/
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project have a substantial 
adverse effect on any riparian habitat or 
other sensitive natural community 
identified in local or regional plans, 
policies, and regulations or by the 
California Department of Fish and Game 
or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

No Impact. Plant communities are considered sensitive biological resources if they have limited 

distributions, have high wildlife value that include sensitive species, or are particularly susceptible to 

disturbance. CDFW ranks sensitive communities as “threatened” or “very threatened.” A riparian habitat 

is any vegetated habitat that is influenced by a river or stream or is adjacent to a lake or other water body. 

No natural streams or riparian habitats are located within or adjacent to the Project Site.21 The Los Angeles 

River is located 1.57 miles west of the Project Site but does not provide any suitable riparian habitat. 

Therefore, the Project would not have a substantial adverse effect on riparian habitat or other sensitive 

natural communities as none exist on the site or in adjacent areas. No impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  Would the project have a substantial 
adverse effect on state or federally 
protected wetlands (including, but not 
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, 
etc.) through direct removal, filling, 
hydrological interruption, or other 
means? 

    

No Impact. According to the USFWS National Wetlands Inventory Mapper, there are no mapped wetlands 

located within the Project Site.22 As previously stated, the channelized Los Angeles River is located 

approximately 1.57 miles west of the Project Site, which does contain “freshwater emergent wetland 

 
21  United States Fish and Wildlife, “National Wetlands Inventory.” Available online at: 

https://fwsprimary.wim.usgs.gov/wetlands/apps/wetlands-mapper/. Accessed July 19, 2024. 
22  United States Fish and Wildlife, “National Wetlands Inventory.” Available online at: 

https://fwsprimary.wim.usgs.gov/wetlands/apps/wetlands-mapper/. Accessed May 14, 2024. 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

https://fwsprimary.wim.usgs.gov/wetlands/apps/wetlands-mapper/
https://fwsprimary.wim.usgs.gov/wetlands/apps/wetlands-mapper/
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freshwater forested/shrub.” Due to the distance from the Los Angeles River, the Project would result in no 

impacts to state or federally protected wetlands. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d.  Would the project interfere substantially 
with the movement of any native resident 
or migratory fish or wildlife species or 
with established native resident or 
migratory wildlife corridors, or impede 
the use of native wildlife nursery sites? 

    

Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. The Project Site is located in a developed and urban 

area that has been highly disturbed and thus does not function as a wildlife corridor or nursery site. The 

Project Site includes ten existing street trees and parkways located along Cerritos Avenue and E. Wardlow 

Road. Implementation of the Project would not remove any trees or vegetation. Although the existing trees 

will remain, construction activity could impact potential habitat for migratory birds. As such, Mitigation 

Measure BIO-1 requires development projects to take certain procedural steps that are consistent with the 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. With the implementation 

of Mitigation Measure BIO-1, direct and indirect impacts to protected nesting birds would be reduced to 

less than significant levels. 

Mitigation Measures:  

BIO-1 Prior to issuance of grading permits, the following measures shall be implemented no more 

than seven days prior to the start of construction:  

• To avoid disturbance of nesting, including raptorial species protected by the Migratory 

Bird Treaty Act and California Fish and Game Code, activities related to the project, 

including, but not limited to, vegetation removal, ground disturbance, and construction 

and demolition shall occur outside of the bird breeding season (February 1 through August 

31). If construction must begin during the breeding season, then a pre-construction nesting 

bird survey shall be conducted no more than seven days prior to initiation of construction 

activities. The nesting bird pre-construction survey shall be conducted on-foot inside the 

project site, including a 100-foot buffer, and in inaccessible areas (e.g., private lands) from 

□ □ □ 
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afar using binoculars to the extent practical. The survey shall be conducted by a biologist 

familiar with the identification of avian species known to occur in Southern California.  

• If nests are found, an avoidance buffer shall be demarcated by a qualified biologist with 

bright construction fencing, flagging, construction lathe, or other means to mark the 

boundary. All construction personnel shall be notified as to the existence of the buffer zone 

and to avoid entering the buffer zone during the nesting season. No parking, storage of 

materials, or construction activities shall occur within this buffer until the biologist has 

confirmed that breeding/nesting is completed, and the young have fledged the nest. 

Encroachment into the buffer shall occur only at the discretion of the qualified biologist. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

e.  Would the project conflict with any local 
policies or ordinances protecting 
biological resources, such as a tree 
preservation policy or ordinance? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. Neither the City’s General Plan Conservation Element nor Open Space and 

Recreation Element contain a tree preservation policy. Chapter 14.28.060 of the Long Beach Municipal Code 

(LBMC) states that no person may interfere with the natural growth of any tree planted along City streets 

or on other City property without having first obtained a permit from the Director of Public Works to do 

such work.23 However, as previously stated, the ten existing street trees and parkways located along 

Cerritos Avenue and E. Wardlow Road would not be impacted by development of the Project and would 

remain in place. Therefore, the Project would not conflict with this policy regarding tree protection. No 

other local policies or ordinances are applicable to the Project, and therefore impacts would be less than 

significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 
23  Long Beach Municipal Code, Chapter 14.28.060 – Planting or removing – Permit required. Available online at: 

https://library.municode.com/ca/long_beach/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT14STSI_CH14.28TRSH_14.28.060
PLREERRE, accessed September 9, 2024.  

□ □ □ 

https://library.municode.com/ca/long_beach/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT14STSI_CH14.28TRSH_14.28.060PLREERRE
https://library.municode.com/ca/long_beach/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT14STSI_CH14.28TRSH_14.28.060PLREERRE
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

f.  Would the project conflict with the 
provisions of an adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plan, Natural Community 
Conservation Plan, or other approved 
local, regional, or state habitat 
conservation plan? 

    

No Impact. There are no adopted habitat conservation plans, natural community conservation plans, or 

other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plans within the City.24 Therefore, no impact 

would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

  

 
24  California Department of Fish and Wildlife, “NCCP Plan Summaries.” Available online at: 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/conservation/planning/nccp/plans, accessed September 9, 2024. 

□ □ □ 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/conservation/planning/nccp/plans
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5. Cultural Resources 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project cause a substantial 
adverse change in the significance of a 
historical resource pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15064.5? 

    

Potentially Significant Impact. Section 15064.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines defines a historical resource 

as: 

1) a resource listed in or determined to be eligible by the State Historical Resources Commission, 
for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources;  

2) a resource listed in a local register of historical resources or identified as significant in an 
historical resource survey meeting certain state guidelines; or  

3) an object, building, structure, site, area, place, record or manuscript which a lead agency 
determines to be significant in the architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, 
educational, social, political, military, or cultural annals of California, provided that the lead 
agency’s determination is supported by substantial evidence in light of the whole record. 

Generally, a lead agency must consider a property a historical resource under CEQA if it is eligible for 

listing in the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR). The CRHR is modeled after the National 

Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  Generally, the initial criteria for properties to be listed on either register 

include a minimum requirement for the building on the property to be at least 50 years old.25  

Literature searches of the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) at the South-Central 

Coast Informational Center (SCCIC) located at Sonoma State University were requested on September 11, 

2024, for the Project Site (see Appendix B, Cultural Resources and Tribal Consultation). The searches were 

conducted to identify previous cultural resources studies and previously recorded cultural resources 

within a 1/4-mile radius of the Project Site. 

 
25  Office of Historic Preservation, Instructions for Recording Historical Resources, 1995. Available online at: 

https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/pages/1054/files/manual95.pdf#:~:text=The%2045%20year%20criteria%20recognizes%20
that%20there,and%20the%20date%20that%20planning%20decisions%20are, accessed July 17, 2024. 

□ □ □ 
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https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/pages/1054/files/manual95.pdf#:%7E:text=The%2045%20year%20criteria%20recognizes%20that%20there,and%20the%20date%20that%20planning%20decisions%20are
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The Historic Preservation Element identifies eighteen historic districts in Long Beach, including the 

California Heights District (CHD), which is presently located within the Project Site.26 The California 

Heights District is the City’s largest district with nearly 1,500 homes. This area was developed following 

the City’s economic boom in the 1920s. The homes within this district are predominantly Spanish Colonial 

Revival style interspersed with other period revival styles such as Tudor Revival, Norman Revival as well 

as Neo-Traditional. Streetscapes containing vintage streetlights and large, mature trees contribute to the 

district’s historical significance. Designated streets include Wardlow Road, Bixby Road, Lime Avenue, and 

Gardenia Avenue.27 The Project Site’s previously developed surface parking lot was determined to be 

within the boundary of the CHD; however, the CHD’s district boundary may be redrawn to accommodate 

the Project, excluding the Project Site from the district’s boundaries. Although the Project Site is presently 

within the California Heights District, there are no buildings on site and there is no potential to affect an 

existing building of historical significance within the district. The alley between the Project Site and the 

district does not contribute any historic relevancy to the CHD. Although no historic resources would be 

directly affected, impacts related to the location of the Project Site within the CHD are considered 

potentially significant and will be analyzed further in the Environment Impact Report. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project cause a substantial 
adverse change in the significance of an 
archaeological resource pursuant to 
Section 15064.5? 

    

Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. Archaeological resources include material evidence 

of past human life and culture of previous ages. Section 15064.5 of the CEQA Guidelines states that if an 

archaeological site does not meet the criteria defined in subdivision (a) but does meet the definition of a 

unique archeological resource in PRC Section 21083.2, the site shall be treated in accordance with the 

provisions of Section 21083.2. PRC Section 21083.2(g) defines a unique archeological resource as an 

archaeological artifact, object, or site about which it can be clearly demonstrated that, without merely 

adding to the current body of knowledge, there is a high probability that it meets any of the following 

criteria:  

 
26  City of Long Beach, City of Long Beach Historic Preservation Element, 2010. Available online at: 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/advance/general-plan/final-
long-beach-historic-preservation-element_6-22-2010, accessed September 11, 2024.  

27  City of Long Beach Planning Bureau, “Historic Districts.” Available online at: 
https://www.longbeach.gov/lbcd/planning/preservation/districts/, accessed September 11, 2024.  

□ □ □ 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/advance/general-plan/final-long-beach-historic-preservation-element_6-22-2010
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/advance/general-plan/final-long-beach-historic-preservation-element_6-22-2010
https://www.longbeach.gov/lbcd/planning/preservation/districts/
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1. Contains information needed to answer important scientific research questions and that there is a 

demonstrable public interest in that information. 

2. Has a special and particular quality such as being the oldest of its type or the best available example of 

its type. 

3. Is directly associated with a scientifically recognized important prehistoric or historic event or person.  

The Project Site was previously developed with a commercial building and surface parking lot. Further, 

the Project Site is located in a developed and urban area that has been highly disturbed. As such, it is 

unlikely that accidental discovery of archaeological resources would occur. However, construction 

activities associated with the Project would involve grading. In the event that previously unidentified 

archaeological resources are encountered during these activities, the Project would be required to comply 

with Mitigation Measure CUL-1. Mitigation Measure CUL-1 would ensure that work in the immediate 

area of a potential archaeological find is halted until an archaeologist evaluates the find and determines 

appropriate subsequent procedures. With implementation of Mitigation Measure CUL-1, impacts would 

be reduced to less than significant levels. 

Mitigation Measures: 

MM CUL-1 If previously unidentified cultural resources are encountered during ground disturbing 

activities, work in the immediate area must halt and a qualified archaeologist approved by 

the City and retained by the Project Applicant must be contacted immediately to evaluate 

the find. If the discovery proves to be significant under CEQA, the qualified archaeologist 

shall expeditiously prepare and implement a research design and archaeological data 

recovery plan that captures those categories of data for which the site is significant in 

accordance with Section 15064.5 of the CEQA Guidelines, and a copy of the report shall be 

provided to the City of Long Beach Planning Bureau. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  Would the project disturb any human 
remains, including those interred outside 
of formal ceremonies? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. The Project Site does not include any identified formal cemeteries and is not 

known to have been used for disposal of historic or prehistoric human remains, and human remains are 

□ □ □ 
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not expected to be encountered during construction associated with the Proposed Project. In the unlikely 

event that human remains are uncovered during ground-disturbing activities, there are regulatory 

provisions to address the handling of human remains in California Health and Safety Code § 7050.5, PRC 

§ 5097.98, and CEQA Guidelines § 15064.5(e). Pursuant to these codes, in the event that human remains are 

discovered, it requires that disturbance of the site shall be suspended, and the City of Long Beach and the 

Los Angeles County Coroner would be immediately notified. The coroner shall conduct an investigation 

into the circumstances, manner, and cause of any death, and the recommendations concerning the 

treatment and disposition of the human remains have been made to the person responsible for the 

excavation or to his or her authorized representative, in the manner provided in § 5097.98 of the PRC. The 

coroner is required to make a determination within two working days of notification of the discovery of 

the human remains. If the coroner determines that the remains are not subject to his or her authority and if 

the coroner recognizes or has reason to believe the human remains to be those of a Native American, he or 

she shall consult with the NAHC by telephone within 24 hours, to designate a Most Likely Descendant 

(MLD) who shall recommend appropriate measures to the landowner regarding the treatment of the 

remains. If the owner does not accept the MLD’s recommendations, the owner or the MLD may request 

mediation by the NAHC. Compliance with applicable regulations would protect unknown and previously 

unidentified human remains. Therefore, impacts related to human remains would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 
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6. Energy 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project result in potentially 
significant environmental impact due to 
wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary 
consumption of energy resources, during 
project construction or operation? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. Southern California Edison (SCE) provides electricity services to most of Los 

Angeles County including the City of Long Beach. In 2022, the total electrical generation in California was 

287,220 gigawatt-hours (GWh).28 Statewide electric consumption in 2022 was estimated by the California 

Energy Commission (CEC) to be 287,826 GWh, with Los Angeles County responsible for consuming 

approximately 68,485 GWh.29 The City of Long Beach Energy Resources Department (LBERD) purchases 

natural gas from Southern California Gas Company and provides natural gas services to approximately 

500,000 residents and businesses in the cities of Long Beach and Signal Hill.30 Statewide natural gas 

consumption in 2022 was estimated by the CEC to be 11,711 millions of therms (MMThm), with Los Angeles 

County responsible for consuming approximately 2,820 MMThm.31 

Neither federal or State law nor the State CEQA Guidelines establish thresholds that define when energy 

consumption is considered wasteful, inefficient and unnecessary. In general, compliance with CCR Title 24 

Energy Efficiency Standards would result in energy-efficient buildings.  

Construction 

Construction activities associated with the Project would consume electricity on a limited basis to power 

lighting, electrical equipment, and supply and convey water for dust control. Electricity would be supplied 

to the Project Site from existing electrical lines. The electricity demand at any given time would vary 

throughout the construction period based on the construction activities being performed and would cease 
 

28  California Energy Commission, “2022 Total System Electric Generation.” Available online at: 
https://www.energy.ca.gov/data-reports/energy-almanac/california-electricity-data/2022-total-system-electric-
generation, accessed July 10, 2024.  

29  California Energy Commission, Energy Consumption by County, 2022. Available online at: 
http://www.ecdms.energy.ca.gov/elecbycounty.aspx, accessed July 10, 2024 

30  City of Long Beach Energy Resources Department, “Energy Resources.” Available online at: 
https://www.longbeach.gov/energyresources//, accessed September 5, 2024.  

31  California Energy Commission, Energy Consumption by County, 2022. Available online at: 
http://www.ecdms.energy.ca.gov/gasbycounty.aspx, accessed July 10, 2024. 

□ □ □ 

https://www.energy.ca.gov/data-reports/energy-almanac/california-electricity-data/2022-total-system-electric-generation
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upon completion of construction. Electricity use from construction would be short-term, limited to working 

hours, used for necessary construction-related activities, and represent a small fraction of the Project’s 

annual operational electricity. 

Typically, construction activities do not involve the consumption of natural gas. As such, natural gas would 

not be supplied to support Project construction activities and there would be no expected demand 

generated by construction of the Project. If natural gas is used during construction, it would be in limited 

amounts and on a temporary basis and would specifically be used to replace or offset diesel-fueled 

equipment and as such would not result in substantial on-going demand. 

Construction activities associated with the Project would use gasoline and/or diesel-powered equipment 

and/or vehicles for hauling activities. However, the Project Applicant would use fuel-efficient equipment 

consistent with State and federal regulations. Furthermore, the Project would comply with all California 

Code of Regulations including Title 13, sections 2449(d)(3) and 2485, which minimizes the idling time of 

construction equipment either by shutting it off when not in use or by reducing the time of idling to no 

more than five minutes. 

Construction equipment would comply with applicable standards, and construction activities and 

associated fuel consumption and energy use would be temporary and typical of construction sites. It is also 

reasonable to assume contractors would avoid wasteful, inefficient, and unnecessary fuel consumption 

during construction to reduce construction costs. Therefore, construction activities associated with the 

Project would not involve the inefficient, wasteful, and unnecessary use of energy during construction, and 

the construction-phase impact related to energy consumption would be less than significant.  

Operational 

The Project involves the construction of a new 73-unit apartment complex. This development would result 

in energy consumption for electricity and the conveyance of water, wastewater, and solid waste disposal. 

The Project would be built to be entirely electrically powered and will not utilize natural gas. The Project 

would be required to comply with the State’s Building Energy Efficiency Standards (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 

24, Part 6), which requires newly constructed buildings to meet energy performance standards set by the 

Energy Commission to reduce the wasteful, uneconomic, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of 

energy, and to enhance the outdoor and indoor environmental quality. In addition, the Project would be 

required to comply with the mandatory requirements set forth in the California Green Building Standards 

Code (CBSC) related to energy efficiency, water efficiency and conservation, and material conservation and 

resource efficiency for new residential buildings.  
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Energy would also be consumed as a result of vehicle trips. Thus, operation associated with 

implementation of the Project would result in an increase in the consumption of petroleum-based fuels 

related to vehicular travel to and from the Project Site. The majority of resident vehicles would consist of 

light-duty automobiles and light duty trucks, which are subject to state fuel efficiency standards, such as 

the Low Carbon Fuel Standard (LCFS) and Low-Emission Vehicle Program Standards. The Low Carbon 

Fuel Standard (LCFS), in part, aims to reduce fuel consumption and providers of transportation fuels must 

demonstrate that the mix of fuels they supply for use in California meets the LCFS carbon intensity 

standards for each annual compliance period. 

In conclusion, increased energy demand associated with construction activities associated with the Project 

would be temporary and typical of construction projects and would not result in wasteful use of energy 

resources. Although operational energy use could increase overall, newly constructed uses would be 

energy efficient and be in conformance with the latest version of California’s Building Energy Efficiency 

Standards and Green Building Standards Code. This impact would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project conflict with or 
obstruct a state or local plan for 
renewable energy or energy efficiency? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. The Project would be designed in a manner that is consistent with relevant 

energy conservation plans designed to encourage development that results in the efficient use of energy 

resources, including relevant Building + Energy goals established in the City’s Climate Action and 

Adaptation Plan.32 As discussed above, the Project would comply with the most current CALGreen 

Building Code which ensures the use of energy efficient features for the proposed project. As such, the 

Project would not conflict or obstruct any local or state plans for renewable energy or energy efficiency. 

For these reasons, this impact would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required.  

 
32  City of Long Beach, Long Beach Climate Action and Adaptation Plan, 2022. Available online at: 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/lb-cap/adopted-lb-cap_-aug-
2022, accessed September 5, 2024.  

□ □ □ 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/lb-cap/adopted-lb-cap_-aug-2022
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7. Geology and Soils 

In 2015, the California Supreme Court in California Building Industry Association v. Bay Area Air Quality 

Management District (2015) 62 Cal.4th 369(Case No. S213478) (CBIA v. BAAQMD)33 held that CEQA 

generally does not require a lead agency to consider the impacts of the existing environment on the future 

residents or users of the project. The City’s revised thresholds are intended to comply with this decision. 

Specifically, the decision held that an impact from the existing environment to the project, including future 

users and/or residents, is not an impact for purposes of CEQA. However, if the project physically 

exacerbates existing conditions that already exist, that impact must be assessed, including how it might 

affect future users and/or residents of the project. Thus, in accordance with Appendix G of the State CEQA 

Guidelines and the CBIA v. BAAQMD decision, the Project would have a significant impact related to 

geology and soils if it would result in any of the following impacts. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project directly or indirectly 
cause potential substantial adverse 
effects, including the risk of loss, injury, 
or death involving: 

i.  Rupture of a known earthquake 
fault, as delineated on the most 
recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake 
Fault Zoning Map issued by the State 
Geologist for the area or based on 
other substantial evidence of a 
known fault? Refer to Division of 
Mines and Geology Special 
Publication 42. 

    

Less Than Significant Impact. Fault rupture is the displacement that occurs along the surface of a fault 

during an earthquake. The California Geological Survey designates Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zones, 

which are regulatory zones around active faults. An “active fault” has exhibited surface displacement with 

Holocene time (within the last 11,000 years) hence constituting a potential hazard to structures that may be 

located across it. 

 
33  Relevant case information, including a full copy of the Decision, can be found at this link: 

https://ceqaportal.org/ceqacase.cfm?cq_id=1225, accessed September 17, 2024.   

□ □ □ 
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Although the California Department of Conservation has identified Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zones 

within the City of Long Beach, none appear on the Project Site.34 The San Andreas Fault is approximately 

51 miles northeast of the Project Site and is considered the most seismically active fault in the southern 

California region. The nearest faults to the Project Site includes the Newport-Inglewood-Rose Canyon-

Cherry Hill Fault approximately 0.66 miles southwest of the Project Site and the Newport-Inglewood-Rose 

Canyon–Northeast Flank Fault located approximately 1.34 miles southeast of the Project Site.  

The Project involves the construction of a new 73-unit apartment complex. The Proposed Project does not 

include uses such as fracking that would exacerbate geologic conditions. Therefore, the Project would not 

directly result in any ground disturbing activities which have the potential to exacerbate existing geologic 

conditions, including fault rupture. Development of the Project will involve ground disturbing activities 

such as grading, clearing, excavation, and paving. However, any such activities would be required to 

adhere to all relevant building and safety code requirements, as specified in General Plan Land Use Policy 

20-12, which requires compliance with current building codes to reduce potential impacts associated with 

seismic hazards.35 Therefore, a less than significant impact would occur.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

ii.  Strong seismic ground shaking?     

Less than Significant Impact. Southern California is an active seismic region, and moderate to strong 

earthquakes can occur on numerous faults. As is the case for most areas of California, the City is situated 

within a seismically active region. The intensity of ground shaking during a seismic event at any one 

location is determined by several factors, including: magnitude of the earthquake; distance from the 

epicenter (source); subsurface material beneath the location; and topography. Ground shaking could result 

in significant damage to buildings, roads, and other infrastructure, and may also result in associated safety 

hazards to people living and working in the vicinity. Considering the location of these faults, the potential 

impact of seismic ground shaking is considered to be low. Development of the Project would be required 

 
34  California Department of Conservation, California Geologic Survey, “Earthquake Zones of Required 

Investigation.” Available online at: https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/EQZApp/app/, South Gate Quad, or 
https://filerequest.conservation.ca.gov/?q=SOUTH_GATE_EZRIM.pdf, accessed August 30, 2023. 

35  City of Long Beach, City of Long Beach General Plan Land Use Element, 2019. Available online at: 
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/advance/lueude/land-use-
element-final-adopted-december-2019, accessed September 4, 2024. 

□ □ □ 
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to adhere to development and code requirements related to seismic ground shaking. Therefore, a less than 

significant impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

iii.  Seismic-related ground failure, 
including liquefaction?     

Less than Significant Impact. Liquefaction is the sudden decrease in the strength of cohesionless soils due 

to dynamic or cyclic shaking. Saturated soils behave temporarily as a viscous fluid (liquefaction) and, 

consequently, lose their capacity to support the structures founded on them. The potential for liquefaction 

decreases with increasing clay and gravel content but increases as the ground acceleration and duration of 

shaking increase. According to the Soils Engineering Investigation Report prepared for the Project by A.G.I 

Geotechnical, Inc., the Project Site is not located within a liquefiable area.36 Nevertheless, the Project would 

be required to comply with the California Building Code as adopted in Title 18 (Building Code) of the 

LBMC, and may be amended from time to time, related to building safety to reduce potential liquefaction 

impacts. The Building Code includes regulations that pertain to structural stability for new buildings and 

infrastructure. Therefore, the Project would not expose people or structures to seismic related ground 

failure including liquefaction and impacts would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures:  No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

iv.  Landslides?     

No Impact. Landslides are movements of large masses of rock and/or soil. Landslide potential is generally 

the greatest for areas with steep and/or high slopes, low sheer strength, and increased water pressure. 

Seismically induced landslides and other slope failures are common occurrences during or soon after 

earthquakes. The topography of the Project Site is relatively flat with no significant slopes existing within 

its vicinity. Furthermore, there are no identified landslide zones within the Project Site as mapped for 

 
36  A.G.I Geotechnical, Inc., Soils Engineering Investigation, 2024. See Appendix D. 
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Earthquake Zones of Required Investigation by the California Geologic Survey.37 As such, no impacts 

would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project result in substantial soil 
erosion or the loss of topsoil?     

Less than Significant Impact. Construction activities associated with the Project would result in ground 

surface disruption during site preparation, which would temporarily expose soils, allowing for possible 

erosion. The Project would be required to comply with federal, regional, and local regulations pertaining 

to soil erosion related-construction activity. As discussed in Section 10, Hydrology and Water Quality, the 

Project must comply with all applicable requirements contained within Chapter 8.96, Stormwater and 

Runoff Pollution Control, and Chapter 18.74, Low Impact Development (LID) Standards, of the City’s 

Municipal Code as well as adhere to the City’s Low Impact Development (LID) Best Management Practices 

(BMPs) Design Manual to minimize runoff.38 Compliance with these local regulations and implementing 

applicable BMPs would ensure that the Project would not result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of 

topsoil, and impacts would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  Would the project be located on a 
geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or 
that would become unstable as a result of 
the project, and potentially result in on- 
or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, 
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse? 

    

 
37  California Department of Conservation, California Geologic Survey, “Earthquake Zones of Required 

Investigation.” Available online at: https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/EQZApp/app/, South Gate Quad, or 
https://filerequest.conservation.ca.gov/?q=SOUTH_GATE_EZRIM.pdf, accessed August 31, 2023  

38  City of Long Beach Development Services, Low Impact Development Best Management Practices Design Manual, 
2013. Available online at: https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-
library/documents/orphans/lid/lid-bmp-manual---2nd-ed--final--121813, accessed September 5, 2024.  

□ □ □ 
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Less than Significant Impact. Impacts related to landslides and liquefaction are addressed under impact 

discussions Sections 7(a)(iii) and 7(a)(iv), above. Lateral spreading occurs as a result of liquefaction; 

accordingly, liquefaction-prone areas would also be susceptible to lateral spreading. Subsidence occurs at 

great depths below the surface when subsurface pressure is reduced by the withdrawal of fluids (e.g., 

groundwater, natural gas, or oil) resulting in sinking of the ground. As discussed, several areas within City 

boundaries are areas with liquefaction potential. As such, soils in these areas are susceptible to instability 

due to lateral spreading. As stated, the Project Site is not located within a liquefaction zone, nor would the 

Project be prone to landslides. The Project would be subject to the CBC and Title 18 of the City’s Municipal 

Code in order to minimize geologic hazards during a seismic event. Furthermore, the Project would comply 

with Land Use Policy 20-12 to address the proposed project’s impacts with respect to compressible soils. 

Thus, adherence to local and state regulations would ensure that the Project would not be located on a 

geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable as a result of the Project, and potentially 

result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse. Less than 

significant impacts would occur. 

Mitigation Measures:  No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d.  Would the project be located on 
expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-
B of the Uniform Building Code (1994), 
creating substantial direct or indirect 
risks to life or property? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. Expansive soils are characterized by their ability to undergo significant 

volume changes (shrink or swell) due to variations in moisture content. Changes in soil moisture content 

can result from precipitation, landscape irrigation, utility leakage, roof drainage, perched groundwater, 

drought, or other factors and may result in unacceptable settlement or heave of structures or concrete slabs 

supported on grade. Depending on the extent and location below finish subgrade, expansive soils can have 

a detrimental effect on structures. 

The Soils Engineering Investigation Report prepared by A.G.I. Geotechnical, Inc., provided expansion tests 

on representative samples of the on-site soils to evaluate their volume change with increasing moisture 

conditions.39 The investigation revealed that subsurface materials underlying the site consist of native 

 
39  A.G.I Geotechnical, Inc., Soils Engineering Investigation, 2024. See Appendix D. 

□ □ □ 
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alluvial soils which comprise hard lean clays and very dense poorly graded sands with clay and clayey 

sands. The upper surficial materials exhibited medium expansion potential and the materials at the 

proposed subterranean parking elevation exhibited a very low expansion potential. Soil expansion and 

collapse potential is considered low and project design would ensure impacts would be less than 

significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

e.  Would the project have soils incapable of 
adequately supporting the use of septic 
tanks or alternative wastewater disposal 
systems where sewers are not available 
for the disposal of wastewater? 

    

No Impact. The Proposed Project would not use septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems. 

The Project would connect to existing sanitary sewer and wastewater facilities, which will conform to the 

requirements of Long Beach Utilities Department and the Los Angeles County Sanitation District. 

Compliance with the CBC would ensure that the Project would not result in impacts related to substantial 

soil erosion, unstable soils, expansive soils, or soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic 

tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems. Thus, the Project would have no impacts related to soil 

supporting septic tanks or alternative wastewater systems. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

f.  Would the project directly or indirectly 
destroy a unique paleontological resource 
or site or unique geologic feature? 

    

Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. Paleontological resources are the remains of 

prehistoric plant and animal life and do not include human remains or artifacts. The potential for fossil 

remains at a location can be predicted based on whether previous fossil finds have been made in the 

vicinity, and the age of the geologic formations. The Project Site is located within an urbanized area that 

has been previously graded and paved. Due to previous development on the Project Site, the likelihood of 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 
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encountering paleontological resources or unique geologic features is low. Although discovery of 

paleontological resources is unlikely, new development associated with the Project could include 

excavation to previously undiscovered depths (for example through construction of subterranean parking). 

Therefore, Mitigation Measure MM GEO-1 is required to ensure development does not destroy a unique 

paleontological resource. With Mitigation Measure MM GEO-1, impacts would be less than significant.   

Mitigation Measures: 

MM GEO-1 Ground disturbing activities associated with the Project shall be monitored by a qualified 

paleontologist. In the event paleontological resources are discovered all work shall be 

halted within 50 feet of the discovery and a Paleontological Resource Mitigation Plan shall 

be prepared by a qualified paleontologist to address assessment and recovery of the 

resource. A final report documenting any found resources, their recovery, and disposition 

shall be prepared in consultation with the Project Applicant, and a copy of the report shall 

be provided to the City of Long Beach Planning Bureau. 
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8. Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Project GHG Analysis Methodology 

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.4 was amended in 2019 to incorporate the holding in the Center for 

Biological Diversity case40 as well as others. The Court acknowledged that the scope of global climate 

change and the fact that GHGs, once released into the atmosphere, are not contained in the local area of 

their emission means that the impacts to be evaluated are global, rather than local. For many air pollutants, 

the significance of their environmental impact may depend greatly on where they are emitted; for GHG, it 

does not. For projects that are designed to accommodate long-term growth in California’s population and 

economic activity in a sustainable manner, such as the Project, this fact gives rise to an argument that a 

certain amount of GHG emissions is as inevitable as population growth. Under this view, a significance 

criterion framed in terms of efficiency and conservation in land use (as compared to a business-as-usual 

[BAU] pattern of growth) is superior to a simple numerical threshold because CEQA is not intended as a 

population control measure. 

This consideration favors consistency with statewide goals (i.e., AB 32, SB 32, and AB 1279) as a permissible 

significance criterion for project GHG emissions. Meeting statewide reduction goals does not preclude all 

new development. Rather, the Scoping Plan, the State’s roadmap for meeting Statewide target, assumes 

continued growth and depends on increased efficiency and conservation in land use and transportation 

from all Californians. To the extent a project incorporates efficiency and conservation measures sufficient 

to contribute its portion of the overall GHG reductions necessary for the entire State, one can reasonably 

argue that its impact is not cumulatively considerable, because it would be helping to solve the cumulative 

problem of GHG emissions as envisioned by California law. Given the reality of growth, some GHG 

emissions from new development are inevitable. The critical CEQA question is the cumulative significance 

of a project’s GHG emissions and, as discussed previously, from a climate change point of view, it does not 

matter where in the State those emissions are produced. Under these circumstances, evaluating the 

significance of a project’s GHG emissions with respect to their effect on the State’s efforts to meet its long-

term goals is a reasonable threshold. As such, the impact analysis contained herein is cumulative and 

qualitative in nature. 

Based on the above legal standards, and in the absence of any numeric threshold of significance adopted 

by the SCAQMD or CARB, this analysis evaluates the significance of the Project GHG emissions in a 

cumulative context based on its consistency with the state’s laws and programs to address climate change. 

To that end, this analysis assesses the significance of the Project’s potential environmental impacts 
 

40  California Supreme Court, Center for Biological Diversity et al. vs. California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
November 30, 2015. 
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associated with its GHG emissions qualitatively, based on the Project’s consistency with AB 32, SB 32, and 

AB 1279 (through demonstration of conformance with 2022 Scoping Plan); SB 375 (through demonstration 

of conformance with Connect SoCal 2024); and particularly through the relevant components of the City’s 

CAAP. Therefore, the quantitative estimate of the Project’s GHG emissions is provided below for 

informational purposes only to comply with CEQA’s disclosure requirements. 

Regarding assessing the significance of a project’s GHG emissions through consistency with statewide, 

regional and local plans, Appendix D, Local Actions, of the 2022 Scoping Plan Update contains guidance 

for local governments reviewing new land use development projects, including through environmental 

review under CEQA” (Page 4 of Appendix D).41 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project generate greenhouse 
gas emissions, either directly or 
indirectly, that may have a significant 
impact on the environment? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.4(a) states a lead agency shall make a 

good-faith effort, based to the extent possible on scientific and factual data, to describe and estimate the 

amount of greenhouse gas emissions resulting from a project. State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.4(c) 

states a lead agency may use a model or methodology to estimate greenhouse gas emissions resulting from 

the project and that the lead agency has the discretion to select the model or methodology it considers most 

appropriate to enable decision makers to intelligently take into account the project’s incremental 

contribution to climate change. Based upon this guidance, GHG emissions were quantified for the Project 

using CalEEMod, which is the model recommended by the SCAQMD (see Appendix A to this IS). 

Operational emissions include both direct and indirect sources including mobile sources, water use, solid 

waste, area sources, and electricity use emissions. CalEEMod is a statewide land use emissions computer 

model designed to provide a uniform platform for government agencies, land use planners, and 

environmental professionals to quantify potential criteria pollutant and GHG emissions associated with 

both construction and operations from a variety of land use projects. The model is considered by the 

SCAQMD to be an accurate and comprehensive tool for quantifying air quality and GHG impacts from 

land use projects throughout California. Again, this analysis is not performed to measure the project’s GHG 

 
41  CARB, 2022 Scoping Plan for Achieving Carbon Neutrality – Appendix D: Local Actions, 2022. Available online at: 

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/2022-sp-appendix-d-local-actions.pdf, accessed September 13, 
2024.  

□ □ □ 
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impacts against a numerical threshold. The City does not have or use a numerical threshold for GHG 

emissions or a methodology that relies on a quantitative analysis in order to determine the significance of 

a project’s GHG emissions. Instead, the Project’s GHG emissions are quantified and provided to comply 

with State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15064.4(a). 

Construction Emissions 

For purposes of this analysis, it is estimated that the Project would be constructed in approximately 16 

months with construction beginning in 2025 and Project operational in 2026. This analysis assumes 

construction would be undertaken with the following primary construction phases: (1) grading/foundation 

preparation, and (2) building construction.  

With the use of CalEEMod, GHG emissions throughout Project construction were calculated from off-road 

equipment usage, hauling vehicles, delivery trips, and worker trips to and from the site. The total GHG 

construction emissions during 2025 and 2026 would be approximately 490 metric tons of carbon dioxide 

equivalent (MT CO2e). As GHG emissions impact from construction activities would occur over a relatively 

short time span, it would contribute a relatively small portion of the lifetime GHG emission impact of the 

Project. The total construction GHG emissions were divided by 30 years to determine an annual 

construction emission rate to be amortized over the Project’s first 30 years of operations, consistent with 

SCAQMD recommendations. Amortized over a 30-year period, the Project is anticipated to emit 

approximately 16.33 metric tons of carbon dioxide per year (MT CO2e/year). 

Operational Emissions 

The operations of the Project would generate GHG emissions from the usage of electricity, water, and 

generation of solid waste and wastewater. Emissions of operational GHGs are shown in Table 3.3-5, Project 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions. As shown, the GHG emissions generated by the Project would be 

approximately 556.84 CO2e MTY. 

This quantified illustration of the Project’s scope of GHG emissions is provided for informational purposes, 

and significance under CEQA is based on the Project’s consistency with statewide and regional policies 

and plans to meet the state reduction goals (see below). Based on the discussion under GHG Checklist 

Question b, the Project would not generate GHG emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a 

significant impact on the environment, and this impact is less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 
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Table 3.3-5 

Proposed Project Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
 

Emissions Source Metric Tons of Carbon Dioxide Equivalent (per year) 

Amortized Construction Emissions 16.33 

Mobile Sources 406 

Area Sources 1.26 

Energy Sources 108 

Water Sources 8.36 

Waste Sources 16.80 

Refrigerants 0.09 

Total GHG Emissions 556.84 

   
Source: Impact Sciences, Inc. See Appendix A for CalEEMod data. 

 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project conflict with any 
applicable plan, policy or regulation of an 
agency adopted for the purpose of 
reducing the emissions of greenhouse 
gases? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. As stated above, this analysis evaluates the significance of Project GHG 

emissions in a cumulative context based on its consistency with State and local laws and programs to 

address climate change. To that end, this analysis assesses the significance of the Project’s potential 

environmental impacts associated with its GHG emissions qualitatively, based on the Project’s consistency 

with AB 32, SB 32, and AB 1279 (through demonstration of conformance with 2022 Scoping Plan); SB 375 

(through demonstration of conformance with Connect SoCal 2024); and the City’s CAAP. 

Consistency with AB 32, SB 32, AB 1279 

The Project would be consistent with applicable statewide regulatory programs designed to reduce GHG 

emissions consistent with the goals established in AB 32, SB 32, AB 1279. AB 32 required CARB to adopt a 

scoping plan indicating how reductions in significant GHG sources will be achieved through regulations, 

market mechanisms, and other actions. In 2008, CARB released the Climate Change Proposed Scoping Plan 

□ □ □ 
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that contained an outline of the proposed state strategies to achieve the 2020 greenhouse gas emission limits 

as outlined in AB 32. In response to SB 32, CARB adopted California’s 2017 Climate Change Scoping Plan, 

which outlines the proposed framework of action for achieving California’s SB 32 2030 GHG target: a 40 

percent reduction in GHG emissions by 2030 relative to 1990 levels.42 The 2030 target is intended to ensure 

that California remains on track to achieve the goal set forth by E.O. B-30-15 to reduce statewide GHG 

emissions by 2050 to 80 percent below 1990 levels. In response to the passage of AB 1279 and the 

identification of the 2045 GHG reduction target, CARB published the 2022 Scoping Plan for Achieving 

Carbon Neutrality. Appendix D, Local Actions, of the 2022 Scoping Plan Update includes 

“recommendations intended to build momentum for local government actions that align with the State’s 

climate goals, with a focus on local GHG reduction strategies (commonly referred to as climate action 

planning) and approval of new land use development projects, including through environmental review 

under the California Environmental Quality Act.” Appendix D, Local Actions, of the 2022 Scoping Plan 

Update recommends that jurisdictions that want to take meaningful climate action aligned with the State’s 

climate goals should look to the following three priority areas: 

• Transportation Electrification, 

• VMT Reduction, and  

• Building Decarbonization. 

To assist local jurisdictions, the 2022 Scoping Plan Update presents a non-exhaustive list of impactful GHG 

reduction strategies that can be implemented by local governments within these three priority areas 

(Priority GHG Reduction Strategies for Local Government Climate Action Priority Areas).43  

Transportation Electrification. The Project proposes to develop a 73-unit apartment complex that includes 

two levels of subterranean parking. Two levels of subterranean parking will provide up to 103 residential 

parking spaces and 15 long-term bicycle parking spaces. The State and City have established several 

requirements for transportation electrification and the Project would not conflict with their 

implementation. Specifically, the State has adopted AB 1236 and AB 970, which require cities to adopt 

streamline permitting procedures for EV charging stations. As a result, the City updated Chapter 18.47, 

Green Building Standards Code, of the LBMC, which establishes EV requirements based on the amount of 

housing units provided. For example, Chapter 18.47.030 of the LBMC states that multifamily development 

project with 20 or more dwelling units must designate at least 10 percent of the total number of required 

parking spaces on the project site to be electric vehicle changing spaces capable of supporting future level 

 
42  CARB, California’s 2017 Climate Change Scoping Plan, November 2017. 
43  Table 1 of Appendix D, 2022 Scoping Plan Update, November 2022. 
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2 EVSE.44 The Project would meet all minimum requirements, and would potentially provide 26 EV ready 

spaces, 11 EV capable spaces, six EV charger spaces, one EV ambulatory (van) space, and one EV standard 

space, 16 tandem spaces, and six compact spaces. The Project would support the State and the City’s goals 

of implementing EV chargers throughout the City to be consistent with the Scoping Plan goals of 

transitioning to EVs. 

VMT Reduction. Section 3.1 of the SB 743 Implementation Guide for Long Beach states that a land 

development project has a less than significant impact if “the project is within 0.5 mile of a Transit Priority 

Area or a High‐Quality Transit Area unless the project is inconsistent with the RTP/SCS, has a floor‐to‐area 

ratio (FAR) less than 0.75, provides an excessive amount of parking, or reduces the number of affordable 

residential units.”45 Section 2.2.4 of the City’s TIA Guidelines specifies that “affordable residential 

development in areas with inadequate affordable housing has the potential to shorten commute distances 

and/or increase the proportion of residents using transit, which will reduce VMT. Residential projects (or 

the residential portion of mixed‐use projects) with 100 percent affordable dwelling units will be presumed 

to have a less than significant transportation impact related to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3, subdivision 

(b).” 

According to Figure 4, Long Beach Transit Priority Areas, in the City’s TIA Guidelines, the Project Site is 

located approximately 0.1 miles west of a bus stop for the Long Beach Transit 131 service route and is 

located within a High Quality Transit Corridor (HTQC).46 Additionally, the Project will introduce 73 

dwelling units, of which 100 percent will be restricted affordable units, exclusive of the manager’s unit. As 

such, the Project’s proximity to public transportation and the less than significant transportation impact 

makes it consistent with the Scoping Plan goals of reducing VMT.  

Building Decarbonization. The new housing units will be built to meet the most current CALGreen 

Buildings Standards, Title 24 standards, and the City’s Green Building Code (Chapter 18.47 of the LBMC). 

Additionally, the Project would be built to be fully electrically powered and would not utilize natural gas. 

Further, the Project will incorporate 8,080 square feet of outdoor open space, comprising two courtyards 

and green space that help reduce the heat island effect. The Project also includes 1,616 square feet of outdoor 
 

44  City of Long Beach Municipal Code, Chapter 18.47 - Green Building Standards Code, 2022. Available online at: 
https://library.municode.com/ca/long_beach/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT18LOBEBUSTCO_CH18.47GRB
USTCO, accessed September 6, 2024.  

45  LSA, SB 743 Implementation for the City of Long Beach, 2020. Available online at: 
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-
library/documents/planning/environmental/environmental-planning/ceqa-transportation-thresholds-of-
significance-guide, accessed May 17, 2024.  

46  City of Long Beach, Traffic Impact Analysis Guidelines, 2020. Available online at: 
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-
library/documents/planning/environmental/environmental-planning/tia-guidelines, accessed May 6, 2024.  

https://library.municode.com/ca/long_beach/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT18LOBEBUSTCO_CH18.47GRBUSTCO
https://library.municode.com/ca/long_beach/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT18LOBEBUSTCO_CH18.47GRBUSTCO
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/environmental/environmental-planning/ceqa-transportation-thresholds-of-significance-guide
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/environmental/environmental-planning/ceqa-transportation-thresholds-of-significance-guide
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/environmental/environmental-planning/ceqa-transportation-thresholds-of-significance-guide
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/environmental/environmental-planning/tia-guidelines
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/environmental/environmental-planning/tia-guidelines
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planting space. As such, the Project would support the Scoping Plan’s GHG reduction strategy of building 

decarbonization. 

Consistency with SCAG Connect SoCal 2024 RTP/SCS 

The State of California has adopted plans and policies designed to reduce regional and local GHG 

emissions. SB 375 requires that each MPO prepare an SCS in the RTP that demonstrates how the region 

will meet greenhouse gas emissions targets. SB 375 establishes a collaborative relationship between MPOs 

and CARB to establish GHG emissions targets for each region in the state. Under the guidance of the goals 

and objectives adopted by SCAG’s Regional Council, Connect SoCal 2024 was developed to provide a 

blueprint to integrate land use and transportation strategies to help achieve a coordinated and balanced 

regional transportation system. Connect SoCal represents the culmination of several years of work 

involving dozens of public agencies, 191 cities, hundreds of local, county, regional and state officials, the 

business community, environmental groups, as well as various nonprofit organizations.  

The primary goal of the SCS is to provide a vision for future growth in southern California that will 

decrease per capita GHG emissions from passenger vehicles. However, the strategies contained in the SCS 

will produce benefits for the region far beyond simply reducing GHG emissions. The SCS integrates the 

transportation network and related strategies with an overall land use pattern that responds to projected 

growth, housing needs, changing demographics, and transportation demands. The regional vision of the 

SCS maximizes current voluntary local efforts that support the goals of SB 375. The SCS focuses the majority 

of new housing and job growth in high-quality transit corridors and other opportunity areas on existing 

main streets, in downtowns, and on commercial corridors, resulting in an improved jobs-housing balance 

and more opportunity for transit-oriented development.  

Based on the City’s average household size of 2.74 persons per household, the Project will introduce up to 

200 residents.47 Conservatively assuming that all 200 Project-generated residents relocate from outside of 

the City, potential population growth associated with the Project will represent less than one percent of the 

City’s 458,813 persons. Population growth impacts are also assessed based on a project’s consistency with 

adopted plans that have addressed growth management from a local and regional standpoint, such as the 

RTP/SCS. The SCAG growth forecasts estimate the City’s population to reach 489,600 persons by 2045, 

 
47  City of Long Beach, Long Beach General Plan – Housing Element Technical Appendices, 2022. Available online at: 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/images/planning/housing-element-update/he-
adopted-plan-appendix, accessed September 18, 2024.  

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/images/planning/housing-element-update/he-adopted-plan-appendix
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/images/planning/housing-element-update/he-adopted-plan-appendix
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representing a total increase of 30,787 persons.48 The Project’s potential maximum increase of 200 persons 

will represent less than one percent of the City’s projected population increase between 2024 and 2045. 

Thus, the potential increase in population resulting from the Project will be nominal. Furthermore, as 

previously discussed, the Project has less than significant impacts to transportation since the Project is 

providing 73 affordable dwelling units (excluding the one manager unit) and the Project Site is located in 

a HQTC. The Proposed Project’s growth projections would not be considered substantial and the Project 

would be consistent with the goals of the Connect SoCal 2024 RTP/SCS. 

Consistency with the City of Long Beach CAAP 

Implementation of the CAAP will help Long Beach realize low carbon, climate resilient buildings and 

neighborhoods, safe and adaptable infrastructure, protected and enhanced natural systems, a healthy, 

resilient and ready population, and residents and business with minimized carbon footprints through a 

range of adaptation actions to reduce GHG emissions and adapt to climate change impacts. A project’s 

consistency with the CAAP is determined through the completion of the CAAP Checklist. Conformance 

with the following steps demonstrates consistency with the CAAP: 

• Step 1: Demonstrate consistency with the City’s General Plan 

− Is the proposed project consistent with the existing land use designation of the 2019 Land Use 

Element? If yes, move to Step 2, below. If no: 

− Does the project achieve emissions of 1.4 MTCO2e per service population or less? If yes, the project 

is considered consistent with the CAAP and the analysis is complete (no project-specific GHG 

impact analysis would be required). If not: 

− Does the project result in fewer GHG emissions per service population than the future no-project 

development based on existing land use designations at the project site? If yes, move to Step 2, 

below. If no, the proposed project may not tier from the CAAP’s EIR and must prepare a 

comprehensive project-specific analysis of GHG emissions and impacts and incorporate the 

measures in the Checklist to the extent feasible. 

• Step 2: Determine if project screens out of CAAP Action consistency 

 
48  Southern California Association of Governments, 2025-2040 RTP/SCS Technical Report, Demographics and Growth 

Forecast, September 3, 2020. Available online at: https://files.ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/281121-
1/attachment/s5lMt5O1cNrQHMemffCwtUIrJwoyTrfW7gc_pJsKerG66panTc5SdchKQkn0BAEZ1rk1f_H94mXid
smM0, accessed April 2, 2024. 

https://files.ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/281121-1/attachment/s5lMt5O1cNrQHMemffCwtUIrJwoyTrfW7gc_pJsKerG66panTc5SdchKQkn0BAEZ1rk1f_H94mXidsmM0
https://files.ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/281121-1/attachment/s5lMt5O1cNrQHMemffCwtUIrJwoyTrfW7gc_pJsKerG66panTc5SdchKQkn0BAEZ1rk1f_H94mXidsmM0
https://files.ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/281121-1/attachment/s5lMt5O1cNrQHMemffCwtUIrJwoyTrfW7gc_pJsKerG66panTc5SdchKQkn0BAEZ1rk1f_H94mXidsmM0
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• Step 3: Demonstrate consistency with the CAAP GHG Emissions Reduction Actions 

• Step 4: Identify alternative project emission reduction measures and additional GHG reductions 

• Step 5: Demonstrate consistency with the CAAP Adaptation Actions. 

The Project does not meet the criteria of Step 1 since the Project will require a General Plan Amendment, 

the Project would not be able to achieve emissions of 1.4 MTCO2e per service population, and the Project 

would not result in fewer GHG emissions per service population than the future no-project development. 

However, inconsistency with the criterion of Step 1 does not necessarily mean the Project is inconsistent 

with the CAAP, but further analysis is required. Although the Project does not meet the criterion 

established in Steps 1 and 2, the Project is consistent with CAAP GHG Emission Reduction Actions as well 

as CAAP Adaptation Actions. The CAAP identifies priority GHG reduction actions for the following 

sectors: Building and Energy, Transportation, and Waste.49  

The Building and Energy CAAP actions focus on transitioning the City to renewable energy and increasing 

energy efficiency in existing and new residential, commercial and municipal buildings. Energy-efficient 

buildings that are powered by clean, renewable energy will also improve outdoor and indoor air quality, 

improve overall comfort, and provide utility cost savings, which are important co-benefits for residents 

and businesses.50 The majority of the Building and Energy actions pertain to implementation of City-lead 

programs and incentives pertaining to building and energy efficiency. However, the Project supports 

energy efficiency in its development since the Project would be built to meet the most current CALGreen 

Buildings Standards, Title 24 standards, and the City’s Green Building Code (Chapter 18.47 of the LBMC). 

Additionally, the Project would be fully electrically powered and would not utilize natural gas. The Project 

is consistent with this action. 

The Transportation CAAP Actions incorporate current City efforts to reduce GHG transportation emissions 

and new efforts to achieve greater reductions; realization of the Transportation CAAP actions would 

achieve affordable, safe, carbon-free transportation choices that connect all of the City’s communities to 

opportunity, clean air, and improved health.51 While many actions are relevant to the City to implement, 

the Project is supportive of transportation objectives and actions. The Project will introduce 73 dwelling 

units, of which 100 percent will be restricted affordable units , exclusive of the manager’s unit. The Project 

Site is located approximately 0.1 miles west of a bus stop for the Long Beach Transit 131 service route and 
 

49  City of Long Beach, City of Long Beach Climate Action and Adaption Plan, 2022. Available online at: 
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/lb-cap/adopted-lb-cap_-aug-
2022, accessed September 5, 2024. 

50  Ibid. 
51  Ibid. 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/lb-cap/adopted-lb-cap_-aug-2022
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/lb-cap/adopted-lb-cap_-aug-2022
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is located within a HQTC.52 The Project supports the objective of prioritizing development of transit-

oriented neighborhoods with a mix of jobs, services, and housing.  

The CAAP includes Waste actions directed at services provided by the City and by private waste haulers. 

These actions include ensuring compliance with State waste regulations to achieve the goal of being a zero-

waste City. The Project would be consistent with AB 939, which requires that at least 50 percent of waste 

produced is recycled, reduced, or composted; the Project provides opportunities to recycle and offers an 

organics room for the disposal of food and organic waste. Additionally, the Project would also comply with 

the most current CALGreen Building Code, which includes design and construction measures that help 

reduce construction-related waste through material conservation and other construction-related efficiency 

measures. The Project supports the goal of the City becoming a zero-waste City. 

As demonstrated above, the Project would be consistent with AB 32, SB 32, and AB 1279 (through 

demonstration of conformance with 2022 Scoping Plan), SB 375 (through demonstration of conformance 

with Connect SoCal 2024), and local plans and policies to address climate change (City of Long Beach 

CAAP). For the Project’s consistency with the City’s full CAAP Checklist, see Appendix C. Therefore, 

impacts with respect to GHG emissions would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

  

 
52  City of Long Beach, Traffic Impact Analysis Guidelines, 2020. Available online at: 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-
library/documents/planning/environmental/environmental-planning/tia-guidelines, accessed May 6, 2024.  

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/environmental/environmental-planning/tia-guidelines
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/environmental/environmental-planning/tia-guidelines
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9. Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project create a significant 
hazard to the public or the environment 
through the routine transport, use or 
disposal of hazardous materials? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. Exposure of the public or the environment to hazardous materials could 

potentially occur through improper handling or use of hazardous materials or hazardous wastes during 

routine use, disposal, and/or transport of hazardous materials. The severity of these potential effects varies 

with the activity conducted, the concentration and type of hazardous materials or wastes present, and the 

proximity of sensitive receptors. 

Limited amounts of some hazardous materials could be used in the short-term construction phase of the 

Project and could expose construction workers and the general public, including standard construction 

materials (e.g., paints and solvents), vehicle fuel, and other hazardous materials. In the event of a release 

of hazardous material the Project would be required to notify the following State agencies under the 

following State statutes, respectively:  

• Department of the California Highway Patrol: California Vehicle Code Section 23112.5; 

• Office of Emergency Services and the California Public Utilities Commission: Public Utilities Code 

Section 7673, (PUC General Orders #22-B, 161); 

• State Fire Marshal: Government Code Sections 51018 

• Office Emergency Services: Water Codes Sections 13271, 13272; and 

• Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA): California Labor Code Section 6409.1 (b)10. 

Common hazardous materials would likely be used in the construction and operation of the Project 

including the use of standard construction materials (e.g., paints, solvents, and adhesives), cleaning and 

other maintenance products, diesel and other fuels (used in construction and maintenance equipment and 

vehicles), and pesticides associated with landscaping. The Project would be required to adhere to existing 

regulations, standards, and guidelines established by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. 

EPA), California Environmental Protection Agency, and the County of Los Angeles related to the storage, 

□ □ □ 
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use, transport, and disposal of hazardous materials. With compliance to applicable standards and 

regulations and adherence to manufacturer’s instructions related to the transport, use, or disposal of 

hazardous materials, the Project would not create a significant hazard to the public or the environment 

through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials, and impacts would be less than 

significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project create a significant 
hazard to the public or the environment 
through reasonably foreseeable upset and 
accident conditions involving the release 
of hazardous materials into the 
environment? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. The Project involves the construction of a 73-unit apartment complex with 

two levels of subterranean parking. Construction equipment utilized during construction activities 

associated with the Project could result in accidental release of hazardous substances such as petroleum-

based fuels or hydraulic fluid used for construction equipment. However, the level of risk associated with 

this type of accidental release of hazardous substances is not considered significant due to the small volume 

and low concentration of hazardous materials utilized during construction and operation of the Project. As 

stated above, Project operations would involve the use of landscaping equipment and consumer cleaning 

products, which, although minimal, could potentially result in the accidental release of hazardous 

chemicals. Upon adherence to existing regulations related to chemical safety, impacts pertaining to the 

potential for accidental conditions during project operations would be less than significant. Lastly, there 

are no known hazardous sites associated with the Project Site according to the California Department of 

Toxic Substances Control’s (DTSC) EnviroStor database,53 SWRCB’s GeoTracker database,54 and DTSC’s 

current “Cortese” list.55 Further, the Phase I Environmental Site Assessment of the Project Site determined 

 
53  California Department of Toxic Substances Control, EnviroStor. Available online at:  

https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/?myaddress=1131+e+wardlow+long+beach+ca , accessed May 9, 
2024. 

54  State Water Resources Control Board, GeoTracker. Available online at 
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/map/?CMD=runreport&myaddress=1131+e+wardlow+road+long+beach+c
a, accessed May 9, 2024. 

55  California Department of Toxic Substances Control, Hazardous Waste and Substances Site List (Cortese). Available 
online at: http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/mandated_reports.asp , accessed May 9, 2024. 

□ □ □ 

https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/?myaddress=1131+e+wardlow+long+beach+ca%20,
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/?myaddress=1131+e+wardlow+long+beach+ca%20,
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/map/?CMD=runreport&myaddress=1131+e+wardlow+road+long+beach+ca
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/map/?CMD=runreport&myaddress=1131+e+wardlow+road+long+beach+ca
http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/mandated_reports.asp
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that no recognized environmental conditions, controlled recognized environmental conditions, nor 

historical recognized environmental conditions were identified on the Project Site.56 As such, the Project 

would not create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable 

upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment, impacts 

would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  Would the project emit hazardous 
emissions or handle hazardous or acutely 
hazardous materials, substances, or waste 
within one-quarter mile of an existing or 
proposed school? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. While located within one-quarter mile from the project site, Burroughs 

Elementary school, addressed 1260 East 33rd Street, closed in 2011 due to budget cuts and no school has 

been proposed in its place. The closest active Long Beach Unified School District schools to the Project Site 

are Longfellow Elementary School and Charles Evans Hughes Middle School, located approximately 0.57 

miles north of the Project Site at 3800 Olive Avenue and 3846 California Avenue, respectively. Additionally, 

there are no planned schools within a one-quarter mile radius of the Project Site.57 As such, the Project 

would not emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or 

waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school and no impacts would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 
56  Pacific Environmental, 2023, Phase One Environmental Site Assessment for 1131 East Wardlow Road. See Appendix 

E. 
57  Long Beach Unified School District, LBUSD Vision 2035: Education Reimagined in LBUSD, 2022. Available online 

at: https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1692916019/lbusdk12caus/ybageipkevw13mqgbfqd/LBUSD-Vision-
2035-Book-EN.pdf, accessed September 6, 2024.  

□ □ □ 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1692916019/lbusdk12caus/ybageipkevw13mqgbfqd/LBUSD-Vision-2035-Book-EN.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1692916019/lbusdk12caus/ybageipkevw13mqgbfqd/LBUSD-Vision-2035-Book-EN.pdf
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d.  Would the project be located on a site 
which is included on a list of hazardous 
materials sites compiled pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as 
a result, would it create a significant 
hazard to the public or the environment? 

    

No Impact. Government Code §65962.5 requires the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), the 

State Department of Health Services, the SWRCB, and the California Integrated Waste Management Board 

to compile and annually update lists of hazardous waste sites and land designated as hazardous waste 

property throughout the state. As previously stated, the Project Site is not included on a list of hazardous 

materials sites pursuant to Government Code §65962.5, including the Department of Toxic Substances 

Control’s (DTSC) EnviroStor database,58 SWRCB’s GeoTracker database,59 and DTSC’s current “Cortese” 

list.60 As such, no impacts would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

e.  For a project located within an airport 
land use plan or, where such a plan has 
not been adopted, within two miles of a 
public airport or public use airport, 
would the project result in a safety 
hazard or excessive noise for people 
residing or working in the project area? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. The closest public use airport to the Project Site is the Long Beach Airport 

located approximately 1.12 miles (5,914 feet) to the east of the Project Site. Although the Project Site is 

 
58  California Department of Toxic Substances Control, EnviroStor. Available online at:  

https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/?myaddress=1131+e+wardlow+long+beach+ca , accessed May 9, 
2024. 

59  State Water Resources Control Board, GeoTracker. Available online at 
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/map/?CMD=runreport&myaddress=1131+e+wardlow+road+long+beach+c
a, accessed May 9, 2024. 

60  California Department of Toxic Substances Control, Hazardous Waste and Substances Site List (Cortese). Available 
online at: http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/mandated_reports.asp , accessed May 9, 2024. 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/?myaddress=1131+e+wardlow+long+beach+ca%20,
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/?myaddress=1131+e+wardlow+long+beach+ca%20,
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/map/?CMD=runreport&myaddress=1131+e+wardlow+road+long+beach+ca
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/map/?CMD=runreport&myaddress=1131+e+wardlow+road+long+beach+ca
http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/mandated_reports.asp
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outside of the Long Beach Airport’s Influence Area, according to the Los Angeles County Airport Land Use 

Plan, the Project Site is located in the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Part 77 Notification Area.61 

The purpose of the FAA Part 77 Notification process is to ensure the safe and efficient use of navigable 

airspace. Height restrictions range from a maximum of 36 ft in areas closest to the airport, to a maximum 

of 176 ft towards the outer boundaries of the Plan Area. Construction of structures within the FAA’s Part 

77 Notification Area require that the FAA be notified of construction of any proposed structure(s) within 

20,000 feet of an airport with at least one runway more than 3,200 feet in length. However, according to the 

City’s Land Use Element, the Project Site is located outside of the “FAA and Zoning Code” regulated height 

area (see Map LU-8 of the Land Use Element). Despite being within two miles of a public airport, the Project 

would not result in a safety hazard or excessive noise for people residing or working in the Project Area. 

Therefore, impacts are less than significant.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

f.  Would the project impair implementation 
of or physically interfere with an adopted 
emergency response plan or emergency 
evacuation plan? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. As part of the review and approval of the Project, development plans would 

be reviewed by the City of Long Beach Police Department and the Long Beach Fire Department prior to 

construction to ensure that alternative route planning to facilitate the passage of people and vehicles 

through/around any temporary required road closures occurs and is implemented, if needed. The Project 

does not anticipate the required closure of any public or private streets and would not impede emergency 

vehicle access to the Project Site or vicinity. Construction activities would be limited to the Project Site, and 

the Project would use the existing on-site driveways as access points for emergency vehicles. Included in 

such plans would be provisions for any needed signage for detours, training of flagmen, and provision for 

staging areas for emergency vehicles responding to a call, as required by the City’s police and fire agencies. 

Thus, emergency access in and out of construction sites, including evacuation routes for construction 

workers, would remain during the construction process. Thus, the Project would not impair the 

 
61  County of Los Angeles Airport Land Use Commissions, Los Angeles County Airport Land Use Plan, 1991. Available 

online at: https://planning.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Los-Angeles-County-Airport-Land-Use-
Plan.pdf, accessed September 6, 2024.  

□ □ □ 

https://planning.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Los-Angeles-County-Airport-Land-Use-Plan.pdf
https://planning.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Los-Angeles-County-Airport-Land-Use-Plan.pdf


III. Environmental Initial Study Checklist and Impact Analysis 

Impact Sciences, Inc. 77 3401 Cerritos Project Initial Study 
1406.002 October 2024 

implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency 

evacuation plan, and no impacts would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

g.  Would the project expose people or 
structures, either directly or indirectly, to 
a significant risk of loss, injury or death 
involving wildland fires? 

    

No Impact. The Project Site is located within a highly developed and urbanized area of the City and does 

not include wildlands or high-fire-hazard terrain or vegetation. The California Department of Forestry and 

Fire Protection (Cal Fire) identifies, and maps areas of significant fire hazard based on fuels, terrain, and 

other relevant factors. Wildfire risks in State Responsibility Areas (SRA) are called Fire Hazard Severity 

Zones and are grouped into unzoned, moderate, high, and very high zones.62 According to CAL Fire, the 

City is not located in a Fire Hazard Severity Zone.63 Therefore, implementation of the Proposed Project 

would not directly or indirectly be subject to any wildfire risks. No impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

  

 
62  See Cal. Code Regs., tit. 24, § 702A for a definition of “fire hazard severity zones.” 
63  CAL FIRE, Los Angeles County-State Responsibility Area Fire Hazard Severity Zones, 2023. Available online at: 

https://34c031f8-c9fd-4018-8c5a-4159cdff6b0d-cdn-endpoint.azureedge.net/-/media/osfm-website/what-we-
do/community-wildfire-preparedness-and-mitigation/fire-hazard-severity-zones/fire-hazard-severity-zones-
map-2022/fire-hazard-severity-zones-maps-2022-
files/fhsz_county_sra_11x17_2022_losangeles_3.pdf?rev=8332cd92d19a410e80153711bbae4d74&hash=662234F0F3
23C2F8CCD56EB9BE8F6A35, accessed September 6, 2024. 

□ □ □ 

https://34c031f8-c9fd-4018-8c5a-4159cdff6b0d-cdn-endpoint.azureedge.net/-/media/osfm-website/what-we-do/community-wildfire-preparedness-and-mitigation/fire-hazard-severity-zones/fire-hazard-severity-zones-map-2022/fire-hazard-severity-zones-maps-2022-files/fhsz_county_sra_11x17_2022_losangeles_3.pdf?rev=8332cd92d19a410e80153711bbae4d74&hash=662234F0F323C2F8CCD56EB9BE8F6A35
https://34c031f8-c9fd-4018-8c5a-4159cdff6b0d-cdn-endpoint.azureedge.net/-/media/osfm-website/what-we-do/community-wildfire-preparedness-and-mitigation/fire-hazard-severity-zones/fire-hazard-severity-zones-map-2022/fire-hazard-severity-zones-maps-2022-files/fhsz_county_sra_11x17_2022_losangeles_3.pdf?rev=8332cd92d19a410e80153711bbae4d74&hash=662234F0F323C2F8CCD56EB9BE8F6A35
https://34c031f8-c9fd-4018-8c5a-4159cdff6b0d-cdn-endpoint.azureedge.net/-/media/osfm-website/what-we-do/community-wildfire-preparedness-and-mitigation/fire-hazard-severity-zones/fire-hazard-severity-zones-map-2022/fire-hazard-severity-zones-maps-2022-files/fhsz_county_sra_11x17_2022_losangeles_3.pdf?rev=8332cd92d19a410e80153711bbae4d74&hash=662234F0F323C2F8CCD56EB9BE8F6A35
https://34c031f8-c9fd-4018-8c5a-4159cdff6b0d-cdn-endpoint.azureedge.net/-/media/osfm-website/what-we-do/community-wildfire-preparedness-and-mitigation/fire-hazard-severity-zones/fire-hazard-severity-zones-map-2022/fire-hazard-severity-zones-maps-2022-files/fhsz_county_sra_11x17_2022_losangeles_3.pdf?rev=8332cd92d19a410e80153711bbae4d74&hash=662234F0F323C2F8CCD56EB9BE8F6A35
https://34c031f8-c9fd-4018-8c5a-4159cdff6b0d-cdn-endpoint.azureedge.net/-/media/osfm-website/what-we-do/community-wildfire-preparedness-and-mitigation/fire-hazard-severity-zones/fire-hazard-severity-zones-map-2022/fire-hazard-severity-zones-maps-2022-files/fhsz_county_sra_11x17_2022_losangeles_3.pdf?rev=8332cd92d19a410e80153711bbae4d74&hash=662234F0F323C2F8CCD56EB9BE8F6A35
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10. Hydrology and Water Quality 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project violate any water 
quality standards or waste discharge 
requirements or otherwise substantially 
degrade surface or ground water quality? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. Construction activities associated with the Project would involve moving 

earthwork that could result in urban runoff with sedimentation and siltation. Project operations would 

release typical chemicals related to residential uses into the City’s stormwater system.  

Since the Project Site is less than one acre, the Project is not subject to the requirements of the Construction 

General Permit. However, the Project would be required to implement BMPs to address pollutant 

discharges associated with construction activities in accordance with Chapter 8.96, Stormwater and Runoff 

Pollution Control,64 and Chapter 18.74, Low Impact Development (LID) Standards,65 of the City’s 

Municipal Code as well as the City’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) MS4 

Permit (NPDES Permit No. CAS004003, Order No. R4-2014-0024, as amended by Order No. R4-2014-0024-

A01).66  

According to the Soils Engineering Investigation Report prepared for the Project, groundwater was not 

encountered in the exploratory borings to the maximum depth explored of 31 feet beneath ground surface. 

Since the required excavation for the Project would not surpass 24 feet below ground surface, the Project 

would not have the potential to encounter groundwater, and groundwater dewatering would not be 

necessary during construction. 

Operation of the Project would continue to adhere to the post-construction BMP requirements of Chapter 

8.96 and 18.74 of the LBMC and the City’s NPDES MS4 Permit. Compliance with state and local regulatory 

 
64  City of Long Beach Municipal Code, Chapter 8.96 – Stormwater and Runoff Pollution Control. Available online 

at: https://library.municode.com/ca/long_beach/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT8HESA_CH8.96STRUPOCO, 
accessed September 10, 2024.  

65  City of Long Beach Municipal Code, Chapter 18.74 – Low Impact Development Standards. Available online at: 
https://library.municode.com/ca/long_beach/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT18LOBEBUSTCO_CH18.74LOI
MDEST, accessed September 10, 2024.  

66  California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region, Water Discharge Requirements for 
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Discharges from the City of Long Beach, 2016. Available online at: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/stormwater/municipal/ms4_permits/long_b
each/2016/R4-2014-0024-A01.pdf, accessed September 10, 2024. 

□ □ □ 
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requirements and the implementation of the appropriate BMPs would reduce potential water quality 

impacts from the Project to a less than significant level. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project substantially decrease 
groundwater supplies or interfere 
substantially with groundwater recharge 
such that the project may impede 
sustainable groundwater management of 
the basin? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. The Project Site was previously developed with a building and surface 

parking with minimal exposed surfaces and mostly impervious. The Project includes 8,080 square feet of 

outdoor open space, comprising two courtyards and green space. The Project also includes 1,616 square 

feet of outdoor planting space. Therefore, Project implementation would not result in new impervious 

surfaces that could increase stormwater runoff and lead to a decrease in the amount of water recharged to 

the groundwater system within the confines of the Project Site. In addition, the Project is not anticipated to 

substantially deplete groundwater supplies or impede sustainable groundwater management of the basin. 

Impacts would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c. Would the project substantially alter the 
existing drainage pattern of the site or 
area, including through the alteration of 
the course of a stream or river or through 
the addition of impervious surfaces, in a 
manner, which would: 

i.  Result in substantial erosion or 
siltation on-or off-site? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. The Project Site is located in a developed and urban area that has been highly 

disturbed. Soil disturbance would temporarily occur during Project construction due to trenching for soil 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 
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compaction, excavation, and grading activities. As such, disturbed soils would be susceptible to high rates 

of erosion from wind and rain, resulting in sediment transport via stormwater runoff from the Project Site. 

However, the Project must comply with all applicable requirements contained within Chapter 8.96, 

Stormwater and Runoff Pollution Control, and Chapter 18.74, Low Impact Development (LID) Standards, 

of the City’s Municipal Code as well as adhere to the City’s Low Impact Development (LID) Best 

Management Practices (BMPs) Design Manual to minimize the runoff of sedimentation and siltation 

pollutants during Project-related construction activities.67 Compliance with these local regulations would 

reduce impacts related to erosion and siltation on-or-off site to less than significant levels. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

ii.  Result in flooding on-or off-site?     

Less than Significant Impact. According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Flood Map 

Service Center, the Project Site is not located within a 100-year flood hazard area.68 The Project would 

collect on-site stormwater runoff on the Project Site in accordance with the Los Angeles Regional Water 

Quality Control Board (LARWQCB’s) Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plan (SUSMP). Further, as 

previously mentioned, the Project must comply with all applicable requirements contained within Chapter 

8.96 and Chapter 18.74 of the City’s Municipal Code as well as adhere to the City’s Low Impact 

Development (LID) Best Management Practices (BMPs) Design Manual to meet local design standards and 

discharge requirements. It is not anticipated that the Project would increase surface runoff in a manner that 

would result in on- or off-site flooding. Thus, impacts are anticipated to be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 
67  City of Long Beach Development Services, Low Impact Development Best Management Practices Design Manual. 

2013. Available online at: https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-
library/documents/orphans/lid/lid-bmp-manual---2nd-ed--final--121813, accessed September 5, 2024.  

68  Federal Emergency Management Agency, FEMA Flood Map Service Center. Available online at: 
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search?AddressQuery=3401%20cerritos%20ave%20long%20beach%20ca, accessed 
September 6, 2024.  

□ □ □ 
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

iii.  Create or contribute runoff water, 
which would exceed the capacity of 
existing or planned stormwater 
drainage systems or provide 
substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. As stated, Project implementation would not result in an increase in 

impervious area. The Project’s stormwater system would discharge on-site stormwater in accordance with 

the City’s Municipal Code. Therefore, the Project is not expected to exceed the capacity of the 

existing/planned stormwater drainage systems, and less than significant impacts would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

iv.  Impede or redirect flood flows?     

Less than Significant Impact. As stated above, the Project Site is located outside of a 100-year flood hazard 

area and is located within an area identified as having little chance of flooding. Moreover, the Project is not 

of a size or scale that would have the potential to impede or redirect flood flows. Therefore, no impacts 

would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d.  In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, 
would the project risk release of 
pollutants due to project inundation? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. As stated above, the Project Site is not located within a 100-year flood hazard 

area. The Project Site is located approximately 4 miles north of the Pacific Ocean, and, according to the 

California Department of Conservation, is located at a sufficient distance so as not to be subject to potential 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 
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tsunami hazards.69 The Project would not increase the existing impervious surfaces on-site, nor would it 

introduce any new components that would result in the release of stormwater pollutants. Additionally, 

according to the California Department of Water Resources, the Project Site is not located within a 

designated dam inundation area.70 Therefore, the Project would not result in the release of pollutants in a 

flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones due to inundation, and no impacts would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

e.  Would the project conflict with or obstruct 
implementation of a water quality control 
plan or sustainable groundwater 
management plan? 

    

No Impact. As previously discussed, the Project would adhere to the BMP requirements of Chapter 8.96 

and 18.74 of the LBMC and the City’s NPDES MS4 Permit. Further, the Project would be required to comply 

with the Coastal Watersheds of Los Angeles and Ventura Counties Basin Plan (Basin Plan). The Basin Plan 

establishes the water quality regulations and programs to implement the regulations for the counties of 

Los Angeles and Ventura. The Basin Plan identifies beneficial uses for surface and ground waters, identifies 

narrative and numerical water quality objectives for regional attainment, and describes implementation 

programs and other necessary actions to achieve water quality objectives. The Project would adhere to the 

Basin Plan’s requirements for BMPs. As such, the Proposed Project would not substantially degrade water 

quality, significantly deplete groundwater supplies or interfere with groundwater recharge. Therefore, no 

impact related to the Basin Plan or sustainable groundwater management plans would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

  

 
69  California Department of Conservation, Los Angeles County Tsunami Hazard Areas. Available online at: 

https://www.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/tsunami/maps/los-angeles. Accessed September 6, 2024. 
70  California Department of Water Resources, “California Dam Breach Inundation Maps.” Available online at: 

https://fmds.water.ca.gov/maps/damim/. Accessed September 6, 2024. 

□ □ □ 
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11. Land Use and Planning 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project physically divide an 
established community?     

Less Than Significant Impact. The Project includes the construction of an apartment complex with a total 

of 73 dwelling units, of which 100 percent will be restricted affordable units, exclusive of the manager’s 

unit. The Project would provide affordable housing to a community in great need of housing. The Project 

would not introduce any new factors that could physically divide an established community, such as 

constructing major highways/roadway, storm channel, bridge, or utility transmissions. Therefore, impacts 

would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project cause a significant 
environmental impact due to a conflict 
with any land use plan, policy, or 
regulation adopted for the purpose of 
avoiding or mitigating an environmental 
effect? 

    

Potentially Significant Impact. The SCAG’s Connect SoCal 2024 RTP/SCS is a long-range regional 

transportation and land use network plan that provides a vision of the region’s future mobility and housing 

needs with economic, environmental and public health goals. Similarly, the City’s General Plan serves as a 

blueprint for the City’s planning efforts and vision for the future. 

Table 3.3-6, Project Consistency with SCAG’s Connect SoCal Land Use Policies, demonstrates the 

Project’s consistency with relevant Connect SoCal’s goals. Policies that call for City actions independent 

of review and approval or denial of the Project are omitted. The ultimate determination of whether the 

Project is consistent with applicable general plans lies with the City of Long Beach’s decision-making 

bodies, specifically the City Council. 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 
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Table 3.3-6 

Project Consistency with SCAG’s Connect SoCal Land Use Policies 
 

Connect SoCal 2024 RTP/SCS Goals Discussion 

Mobility: Build and maintain an integrated 
multimodal transportation network  

Consistent. The Proposed Project would develop a 73-unit 100 percent 
affordable apartment complex with two levels of subterranean parking that 
will provide EV charging as well as long and short term bicycle parking. 
Additionally, the Project would incorporate 8,080 sf of outdoor open space. 
The Project would be built to meet the most current CALGreen Buildings 
Standards, Title 24 standards, and the City’s Green Building Code (Chapter 
18.47 of the LBMC). The Project Site is within 0.1 miles west of a bus stop for 
the Long Beach Transit 131 service route and is located within a HQTC. The 
development of affordable housing that supports multimodal transportation 
and incorporates outdoor open space is consistent with the goals of the SCAG 
RTP/SCS. 

Communities: Develop, connect and sustain 
livable and thriving communities  

Environment: Create a health region for the 
people of today and tomorrow 

   
Source: Southern California Association of Governments. SCAG 2024 RTP/SCS. Available online at: https://scag.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-
attachments/23-2987-connect-socal-2024-final-complete-040424.pdf?1714175547, accessed July 5, 2024. 

 

The Project Site is designated with Neighborhood Serving Center or Corridor Low Density (NSC-L) and 

Founding and Contemporary Neighborhood (FCN) Place Types. The NSC-L Place Type corresponds 

with a variety of zone designations, including and not limited to Community R-4-R Commercial (CCR).  

The FCN Place Type corresponds with a variety of zone designations, including and not limited to 

Residential (R-2-1). The surrounding areas are designated as FCN to the north, and NSC-L to the south, 

west, and east.71 

The consistency of the Project with applicable objectives and policies in the General Plan Land Use 

Element is presented in Table 3.3-7, Project Consistency with the Land Use Element. As shown in Table 

3.3-7, the Project will be consistent with the following applicable policies. 

 
Table 3.3-7 

Project Consistency with the Land Use Element 
 

 
71  City of Long Beach, Land Use District Maps, 2019. Available online at:  

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/maps/land-use-
maps/lb2040_mapbook_page_20, accessed March 21, 2024. 

Goals/Policies Project Consistency 

Goal No.1: Implement Sustainable Planning and Development Practices 

LU Policy 1-1: Promote sustainable development patterns and 
development intensities that use land efficiency and accommodate and 
encourage walking. 

Consistent. The Project includes the development of 
a 73-unit 100 percent affordable apartment complex 
dwelling units, as well as a subterranean garage. The 

https://scag.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/23-2987-connect-socal-2024-final-complete-040424.pdf?1714175547
https://scag.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/23-2987-connect-socal-2024-final-complete-040424.pdf?1714175547
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/maps/land-use-maps/lb2040_mapbook_page_20
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/maps/land-use-maps/lb2040_mapbook_page_20
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Goals/Policies Project Consistency 

LU Policy 1-2: Support high-density residential, mixed-use and transit-
oriented development within the downtown, along transit corridors, 
near transit stations and at neighborhood hubs. 

garage will provide 103 residential parking spaces, 
with EV supportive infrastructure. The new housing 
units will be built to meet the most CALGreen 
Buildings Standards, Title 24 standards, and the 
City’s Green Building Code (Sec 21.45.400 of the 
LBMC). Additionally, the Project will incorporate 
10,060 square feet of open space, with 8,080 square 
feet comprising two courtyards and green space. 
Furthermore, the Project Site is located 
approximately 0.1 miles west of a bus stop for the 
Long Beach Transit 131 service route and is located 
within a HQTC. 

LU Policy 1-3: Require sustainable design strategies to be integrated into 
public and private development.  

LU Policy 1-4: Require electric vehicle charging stations to be installed in 
new commercial, industrial, institutional and multiple-family residential 
development projects. Require that all parking for single-unit and two-
unit residential development projects be capable of supporting future 
electric vehicle supply equipment. 

LU Policy 1-5:  Encourage resources and processes that support 
sustainable development for adaptive reuse projects, as well as 
appropriate infill projects 

LU Policy 1-6: Require that new building construction incorporate solar 
panels, vegetated surface, high albedo surface and/or similar roof 
structures to reduce net energy usage and reduce the heat island effect. 

Goal No. 2:  Strengthen the City’s Fiscal Health by Stimulating Continuous Economic Development and Job Growth 

LU Policy 6-9: Encourage the redevelopment of parcels with poor land 
utilization such as single-use commercial structures on parcels over 5,000 
square feet. 

Consistent: The Project will repurpose a site that was 
previously developed with a commercial building 
and surface parking lot with a 73-unit apartment 
complex.  

Goal No. 3: Accommodate Strategic Growth and Change 

LU Policy 7-4: Encourage degraded and abandoned buildings and 
properties to transition to more productive uses through adaptive reuse 
or new development. 

Consistent: The Project will develop a 73-unit 
apartment complex on the site of a former 
commercial building and surface parking lot. 

LU Policy 7-6: Promote transit-oriented development around passenger 
rail stations and major transit corridors. 

Consistent: The Project Site is 0.1 miles west of a bus 
stop for the Long Beach Transit 131 service route and 
is located within a HQTC. 

LU Policy 7-8: Ensure infill development is compatible with surrounding 
established and planned uses. 

Consistent: Single-family residences are located to 
the north, west, and east of the Project Site. Given the 
residential nature of the Project, the Project is 
compatible with the established uses that surround 
the Project Site. Following the General Plan 
amendment and zone change, the Project will be 
zoned for MU1 and have a land use designation of 
NSC-L. 

LU Policy 7-9: Focus infill development in the downtown, Multi-Family 
residential neighborhoods and transit-oriented development areas, and 
along specific corridors. 

Goal No. 5: Diversify Housing Opportunities 

LU Policy 12-1: Allow a variety of housing types in new residential 
developments with the goal of establishing new opportunities for 
persons of varied income ranges, ages, lifestyles and family needs. 

Consistent. The Project includes the construction of 
two connected apartment buildings that will provide 
73 dwelling units, of which 100 percent will be 
restricted affordable units, exclusive of the manager’s 
unit. The Project will also incorporate 10,060 square 
feet of community and private open space. 
Additionally, the Project is 0.1 miles west of a bus 
stop for the Long Beach Transit 131 service route and 
is located within a HQTC. 

LU Policy 12-2: Encourage the provision of housing opportunities, 
services, and amenities for all income levels, age groups, and household 
types, with opportunities to age in place. 

LU Policy 13-1:  Promote an equitable distribution of housing types for 
all income and various cultural groups throughout the City; avoid 
creating concentrations of below-market-rate housing in underserved 
and low-income neighborhoods. 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 
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Pursuant to LBMC 21.25.501 et seq, the Project requires approval of Site Plan Review for the construction 

of a Housing Development with more than 5 dwelling units. The Project includes a General Plan 

amendment and zone change. The parcel located on 1131 E. Wardlow Road (APN: 7146-024-025) would 

change the zoning from CCA to MU1 but retain the General Plan Placetype designation of NSC-L. The 

parcel located at 3401 Cerritos Avenue (APN: 7146-024-028) would change the zoning from R-1-N to MU1 

and would change the General Plan Placetype from FCN to NSC-L to be consistent with the other parcel 

after the post lot merger. In addition, the Project will obtain a General Plan Conformity Certification for the 

vacation of the east-west alley. The Project’s inconsistency with its present land use and zoning 

designations will be evaluated further in the Environmental Impact Report. 

  

Goals/Policies Project Consistency 

LU Policy 13-2: Provide new housing opportunities in neighborhood-
serving centers and corridors, within transit-oriented development areas 
and downtown. 

Goal No. 8: Increase Access to, Amount of and Distribution of Green and Open Space 

LU Policy 18-1: Require that new development creatively and effectively 
integrates private open spaces into project design, both as green spaces 
and landscaped courtyards. 

Consistent: The Project will include 8,080 square feet 
of outdoor open space, which includes two 
courtyards, and green space. 

  __ 
Source: City of Long Beach Land Use Element, 2019. 

I 
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12. Mineral Resources 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project result in the loss of 
availability of a known mineral resource 
that would be of value to the region and 
the residents of the state? 

    

No Impact. According to the California Department of Conservation, (DOC), Division of Mine 

Reclamation, the Project Site has no active mines.72 Further, the Project Site is located in a MRZ-1 zone, 

which is an area where adequate information indicates that no significant mineral deposits are present, or 

where it is judged that little likelihood exists for their presence.73 Implementation of the Proposed Project 

would therefore have no impact on the availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to 

the region and residents of the state. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project result in the loss of 
availability of a locally important mineral 
resource recovery site delineated on a 
local general plan, specific plan or other 
land use plan? 

    

No Impact. The Project would not result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral resource 

recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan, or other land use plan. No impact would 

occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

  

 
72  California Department of Conservation, “Mines Online.” Available online at: 

https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/mol/index.html. Accessed on September 6, 2024. 
73  Ibid. 

□ □ □ 
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13. Noise 

The following is a summary of the Project’s Noise and Vibration Technical Report included as Appendix 

F, Noise and Vibration Technical Report, to this document. 

Impact Analysis 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Will the project result in generation of a 
substantial temporary or permanent 
increase in ambient noise levels in the 
vicinity of the project in excess of 
standards established in the local general 
plan or noise ordinance, or applicable 
standards of other agencies? 

    

Less Than Significant. 

Construction Noise 

Construction of the Project will require the use of heavy equipment for demolition, grading, building 

fabrication, paving and finishing. Construction activities could also involve the use of smaller power tools, 

generators, and other sources of noise. During each stage of construction, several types of equipment 

potentially could be operating concurrently, and noise levels will vary based on the amount of equipment 

in operation and the location of the activity. Noise levels associated with Project-related construction 

activities were calculated using the FHWA Roadway Construction Noise Model (RCNM). Noise levels 

were also compared to the City’s noise ordinance, which includes provisions regarding construction noise 

levels. Specifically, LBMC Section 8.80 prohibits construction activity except within the hours of 7:00 a.m. 

and 7:00 p.m. on Weekdays and 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on Saturdays.74 As the Project will comply with 

the daytime construction hours established in the LBMC, this analysis also uses the FTA’s general 

construction noise criteria of 90 dB(A) Leq (1-hour)75 to provide additional context for the Project’s 

potential to generate daytime construction noise impacts. 

 
74  City of Long Beach, Long Beach Municipal Code – Chapter 8.80. Available online at: 

https://library.municode.com/ca/long_beach/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT8HESA_CH8.80NO accessed 
April 5, 2024. 

75  Federal Transit Administration, Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual, Table 7-2 (General 
Assessment Construction Noise Criteria), September 2018. 

□ □ □ 
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The construction noise levels estimated at sensitive receptors are presented in Table 3.3-8, Estimated 

Exterior Construction Noise at Sensitive Receptors. Noise levels will diminish notably with distance from 

the construction site at a rate of 6 dB(A) per doubling of distance (noise from stationary or point sources is 

reduced by about 6 dB(A) for every doubling of distance at acoustically hard locations). For example, a 

noise level of 86 dB(A) Leq measured at 50 feet from the noise source to the receptor will decline to 80 dB(A) 

Leq at 100 feet from the source to the receptor and fall by another 6 dB(A) Leq to 74 dB(A) Leq at 200 feet 

from the source to the receptor. These noise attenuation rates assume a flat and unobstructed distance 

between the noise generator and the receptor. Intervening structures and vegetation will further attenuate 

(reduce) the noise. Furthermore, it should be noted that increases in noise levels at sensitive receptors 

during construction will be intermittent and temporary and will not generate continuously high noise 

levels. In addition, the construction noise experienced at sensitive receptors during the initial periods of 

construction (i.e., demolition and site preparation/grading/foundations) typically will be reduced in the 

later construction periods (i.e., interior building construction).  

 
Table 3.3-8 

Estimated Exterior Construction Noise at Sensitive Receptors 
 

Sensitive Land Uses 

Distance to Project 
Site (feet) 

Estimated Construction 
Noise Levels  
[dB(A) Leq] 

Exceed FTA 90 
dB(A) 1-Hour Leq 

Criteria? 
1. Adjacent residences to the north Adjacenta 74.5 No 

2. Residences to the west 35 72.8 No 

3. Residences to the east Cerritos Avenue 52 73.2 No 

4. Residences to the south on Cerritos Avenue 221 69.1 No 
   

a While the project will include construction activities up to the adjacent property lines, consistent with FTA methodology, these calculations 
are based on distances from the center of the site to the receptors. 
See Appendix F to this report. 

 

Temporary construction, maintenance, and repair activities are exempt from the LBMC regulations 

regarding noise so long as the temporary construction does not take place between the hours of 7:00 p.m. 

and 7:00 a.m. on weekdays and 7:00 p.m. and 9 a.m. on Saturdays.76 As the Project will comply with the 

daytime construction hours established in the LBMC, this analysis also uses the FTA’s general construction 

noise criteria of 90 dB(A) Leq (1-hour) to provide additional context for the Project’s potential to generate 

daytime construction noise impacts. While construction activity will increase noise levels in the vicinity of 

 
76  City of Long Beach, Long Beach Municipal Code – Chapter 8.80. Available online at: 

https://library.municode.com/ca/long_beach/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT8HESA_CH8.80NO accessed 
April 5, 2024. 

https://library.municode.com/ca/long_beach/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT8HESA_CH8.80NO
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the Project Site (see Table 3.3-8), the Project’s construction activities will generally not exceed the FTA’s 

general construction noise criteria of 90 dB(A) Leq (1-hour) at any sensitive receptors. Furthermore, Project 

construction will not occur during restricted periods, and thus, the Project will be consistent with the 

criteria set forth in the LBMC. As such, construction noise impacts will be less than significant, and no 

mitigation is required. 

In addition to adherence to LBMC which limits the construction hours, BMPs recommended in accordance 

with General Plan Noise Element Strategy 1 will further reduce noise levels associated with the 

construction of the Project (see Appendix F). 

Operational Noise 

Operational noise level increases will be considered significant if the Project causes ambient noise levels 

measured at the property line of affected uses to increase by 3 dBA if the total ambient noise levels without 

the Project exceed the City’s General Plan exterior noise standards or any 5 dBA or greater noise increase. 

Based on the City’s CEQA Transportation Thresholds of Significance Guide, the Project is presumed to 

have a less-than-significant impacts due to its proximity to a HQTC and because it provides a high level of 

affordable housing units. Thus, the traffic noise analysis relies on the data provided in the Project’s Air 

Quality Technical Report (see Appendix A). As shown therein, CalEEMod estimates the Project will 

generate a maximum of 397 daily trips. The closest roadway to the Project Site with a recorded average 

daily traffic volume is E. Wardlow Avenue, located adjacent to the Project Site. According to City data, this 

roadway segment carries approximately 12,300 average daily trips at Orange Avenue.77 Since it will take 

a doubling (i.e., a 100% increase) of roadway traffic volume to increase noise levels by 3 dBA, the addition 

of traffic volume from operation of the Project will not increase traffic to levels capable of producing a 3 

dBA ambient noise increase. As such, any noise increase due to vehicle trips will be imperceptible, and 

impacts will be less than significant.  

Parking will be provided in a two-level subterranean garage and the parking-related noise sources will not 

be visible from off-site locations. It should also be noted that the existing urban environment of the Project 

Site currently generates noise levels associated with parking and vehicular noise sources identified above. 

Although the Project will increase the number of vehicles parking in the area, the types of noise associated 

with vehicles accessing subterranean parking will be similar to those currently occurring in the vicinity of 

the Project Site. While periodic noise levels from car alarms, horns, slamming of doors, etc., will increase 

 
77  City of Long Beach, “24 Hour Volume Counts.” Available online at: 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/pw/media-library/documents/resources/general/maps-and-gis/2014-
citywide-traffic-flow, accessed May 17, 2024.  

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/pw/media-library/documents/resources/general/maps-and-gis/2014-citywide-traffic-flow
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/pw/media-library/documents/resources/general/maps-and-gis/2014-citywide-traffic-flow
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as a result of the Project, these events will not occur consistently over a 24-hour period and thus will not 

have the potential to increase ambient noise levels at off-site locations by 5 dB(A) CNEL or more, nor exceed 

the City’s exterior noise standards at off-site locations. As such, noise impacts from the parking areas will 

be less than significant. 

As part of the Project, new mechanical equipment, HVAC units, and exhaust fans could be installed on the 

roof or near the proposed structures. Although the operation of this equipment will generate noise, the 

design of these on-site HVAC units and exhaust fans will be required to comply with the regulations of the 

LBMC. Specifically, Chapter 8.80 of the LBMC regulates stationary sources of noise such as HVAC units 

on neighboring properties. Furthermore, as the Project is an infill residential development and is 

surrounded by existing residential uses, HVAC noise from the Project will be substantially similar to 

existing conditions in the Project area. As such, noise from stationary sources will be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project generate excessive 
groundborne vibration or groundborne 
noise levels? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) provides ground-born vibration 

impact criteria with respect to building damage during construction activities. PPV, expressed in inches 

per second, is used to measure building vibration damage. Construction vibration damage criteria are 

assessed based on building category (e.g., reinforced-concrete, steel, or timber). FTA guidelines consider 

0.3 inch/sec PPV to be the vibration damage criterion for non-engineered timber and masonry buildings.78 

The City states that operating or permitting the operation of any device that creates vibration, which is 

above the vibration perception threshold of an individual at or beyond the property boundary of the source 

if on private property or at 150 feet from the source if on a public space or public right-of-way, is prohibited. 

Therefore, this analysis uses the FTA’s vibration impact thresholds for human annoyance. These thresholds 

utilize the root mean square (RMS) velocity to describe human response is measured using vibration 

decibels (VdB). The FTA thresholds include 72 VdB at residences and buildings where people normally 

sleep and 75 VdB at institutional buildings such as schools or churches. No thresholds for human 

annoyance have been adopted or recommended for commercial and office uses. The vibration levels at 

 
78  Caltrans, Transportation and Construction Vibration Guidance Manual, 2020. 

□ □ □ 
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nearby receptors are shown below in Table 3.3-9, Vibration Levels at Off-Site Uses from Project 

Construction. 

 
Table 3.3-9 

Vibration Levels at Off-Site Uses from Project Construction 
 

Off-Site Receptors Distance to 
Project Site (ft.) 

Receptor 
Significance 

Threshold PPV 
(in./sec)/RMS 

(VdB) 

Estimated PPV 
(in./sec)/RMS 

(VdB) 

1. Adjacent residences to the north of the Project Site 15 feet 0.20/72 0.19/69 

2. Residences to the west of the Project Site 35 feet 0.20/72 0.054/69 

3. Residences to the east on Cerritos Avenue 52 feet 0.20/72 0.09/69 

4. Residences to the south on Cerritos Avenue 221 feet 0.20/72 <0.01/59 

   
Source: Impact Sciences, Inc., April, 2024. See Appendix F. Similar to construction noise, human annoyance vibration levels (VdB) 
were modeled from the center of the Project Site. Vibration levels with the potential to damage nearby buildings were modeled to the 
nearest distance to the buildings.  

 

The vibration velocities predicted to occur at the nearest receptors to the Project Site (residences to the 

north) will be 0.19 in/sec PPV. The residences to the north were built in 1978.79 This analysis conservatively 

applies the vibration damage criterion of 0.20 inch/sec PPV for “non-engineered timber and masonry 

buildings” to all nearby buildings pursuant to FTA guidelines. As shown in Table 3.3-9, vibration levels at 

these receptors will not exceed the vibration damage criterion of 0.20 inch/sec PPV for “non-engineered 

timber and masonry buildings” during construction activities at the Project Site. As such, construction 

vibration impacts associated with building damage will be less than significant.  

With regard to human annoyance, vibration levels will reach a maximum of 69 VdB. These vibration levels 

will not exceed the FTA’s annoyance threshold of 72 VdB for residences. Furthermore, similar to the 

temporary construction noise levels discussed above, construction activities that generate vibration levels 

will occur during the permissible hours of construction, avoiding the more vibration-sensitive nighttime 

and weekend hours. Therefore, the Project will be constructed in accordance with all applicable provisions 

of the municipal code and vibration impacts with respect to human annoyance will be less than significant. 

 
79  Los Angeles County Parcels, MapsLB, 2024. Available online at: 

https://maps.longbeach.gov/datasets/c131737c9c0b4b6684a2cd353db9b9b4_0/explore?location=33.819384%2C-
118.178157%2C18, accessed May 17, 2024. 

https://maps.longbeach.gov/datasets/c131737c9c0b4b6684a2cd353db9b9b4_0/explore?location=33.819384%2C-118.178157%2C18
https://maps.longbeach.gov/datasets/c131737c9c0b4b6684a2cd353db9b9b4_0/explore?location=33.819384%2C-118.178157%2C18
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  For a project located within the vicinity 
of a private airstrip or an airport land use 
plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public 
airport or public use airport, would the 
project expose people residing or 
working in the project area to excessive 
noise levels? 

    

Less Than Significant Impact. The closest airport is the Long Beach Airport, which is located 1.12 miles 

from the Project Site. However, the Los Angeles County Airport Land Use Plan shows that the Project Site 

is outside the 65 dBA CNEL noise contour for the airports.80 While aircraft operations may contribute to 

the noise in the project area from this airport, the Project Site is not expected to experience airport-related 

noise levels in excess of the City’s exterior standards. As such, the Project would not expose people residing 

or working in the Project area to excessive airport-related noise levels. This impact would be less than 

significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required  

 
80  County of Los Angeles Airport Land Use Commissions, Los Angeles County Airport Land Use Plan, 1991. Available 

online at: https://planning.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Los-Angeles-County-Airport-Land-Use-
Plan.pdf, accessed September 6, 2024. 

□ □ □ 

https://planning.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Los-Angeles-County-Airport-Land-Use-Plan.pdf
https://planning.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Los-Angeles-County-Airport-Land-Use-Plan.pdf
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14. Population and Housing 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project induce substantial 
unplanned population growth in an area, 
either directly (for example, by proposing 
new homes and businesses) or indirectly 
(for example, through extension of roads 
or other infrastructure)? 

    

Less than Significant Impact.  A Project could induce population growth in an area either directly, through 

the development of new businesses, or indirectly, through the extension of roads or other infrastructure. 

The Project does include the addition of housing and would result in potential population growth. Based 

on the City’s average household size of 2.74 persons, the Project could result in a nominal population 

increase of approximately 200 persons.81 As of 2024, the City has an estimated population of 458,813 

persons.82 The SCAG growth forecasts estimate the City’s population to reach 490,600 persons by the year 

2050, representing a total increase of 31,787 persons.83 The Project’s potential maximum increase of 200 

persons would represent less than 0.006 percent of the City’s projected increase in population between the 

years 2024 and 2050. Thus, the potential increase in population resulting from the Project would be 

nominal. Therefore, the Project would not induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, 

either directly or indirectly, and impacts would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 
81  City of Long Beach, Long Beach General Plan – Housing Element Technical Appendices, 2022. Available online at: 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/images/planning/housing-element-update/he-
adopted-plan-appendix, accessed September 18, 2024.  

82  Ibid. 
83  Southern California Association of Governments, SCAG 2024 RTP/SCS Growth Projections, September 2023. 

Available online at: https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fscag.ca.gov%2Fsites%2
Fmain%2Ffiles%2Ffile-
attachments%2F03_scag_drtp24_citytier2taz_092523.xlsx%3F1695685277&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK, accessed 
September 9, 2024.  

□ □ □ 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/images/planning/housing-element-update/he-adopted-plan-appendix
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/images/planning/housing-element-update/he-adopted-plan-appendix
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fscag.ca.gov%2Fsites%2Fmain%2Ffiles%2Ffile-attachments%2F03_scag_drtp24_citytier2taz_092523.xlsx%3F1695685277&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fscag.ca.gov%2Fsites%2Fmain%2Ffiles%2Ffile-attachments%2F03_scag_drtp24_citytier2taz_092523.xlsx%3F1695685277&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fscag.ca.gov%2Fsites%2Fmain%2Ffiles%2Ffile-attachments%2F03_scag_drtp24_citytier2taz_092523.xlsx%3F1695685277&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project displace substantial 
numbers of existing people or housing, 
necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. The Project Site is currently vacant. No housing exists on-site. Therefore, the 

Project would not displace existing people or housing, and no impacts would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

  

□ □ □ 
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15. Public Services 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a. Would the project result in substantial 
adverse physical impacts associated with 
the provision of new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, need for new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, 
the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental impacts, in 
order to maintain acceptable service 
ratios, response times or other 
performance objectives for any of the 
public services: 

i.  Fire Protection? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. Fire services in the City are provided by the Long Beach Fire Department 

(LBFD). The LBFD has a total of 23 stations, a fire headquarters, and a beach operations facility within the 

City. Within its service area, the LBFD provides fire protection, emergency medical and rescue services, 

and hazardous materials inspection response.84 The closest fire station to the Project Site is Fire Station No. 

16 located at 2890 East Wardlow Road, 1.3 miles east of the Project Site.  

As previously discussed, the Project will introduce up to 200 residents. Conservatively assuming that all 

200 residents relocate from outside of the City, potential population growth associated with the Project will 

represent less than one percent of the City’s 458,813 persons. Based on the relatively short distance from 

Fire Station No. 16 to the Project Site and the small increase in population generated from the Project, fire 

protection response will be adequate. Additionally, the Project will be required to comply with the 

California Fire Code (CFC), California Building Code (CBC), and National Fire Protection Association 

standards. The Project will also be required to include features such as established emergency procedures, 

automatic fire-extinguishing system, automatic smoke detection system, emergency voice/alarm 

communication system, manual alarm fire boxes, etc. As such, a new fire station will not be needed to serve 

the Project and impacts with respect to fire protection will be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 
84  City of Long Beach Fire Department, Station Locations. Available online at: 

https://www.longbeach.gov/fire/about-us/station-locations/, accessed May 8, 2024. 

□ □ □ 

https://www.longbeach.gov/fire/about-us/station-locations/
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

ii.  Police protection?     

Less than Significant Impact. The Project Site is primarily served by the Long Beach Police Department 

(LBPD) and supported by the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department (LASD). The LBPD is the second 

largest municipal police agency in Los Angeles County. Services provided by the LBPD include 24/7 

response to emergencies and calls for service as well as criminal investigations to bring justice to victims of 

crime. Additionally, the LBPD provides contract services to the Port of Long Beach, Long Beach Airport, 

Long Beach Transit, Los Angeles Metro, and Long Beach City College.85 According to the 2023 Year in 

Review and Accountability Report, the LBPD includes 824 budgeted sworn positions, and 390 budgeted 

professional staff positions.86 The LBPD receives approximately 568 calls each day and had an average 

Priority 1 response time of 5.6 minutes.87 The closest police station to the Project Site is the Long Beach 

Police – North Division located 2.3 miles north of the Project Site at 4891 Atlantic Avenue.  

Based on the relatively short distance from the LBPD North Division Police Station to the Project Site and 

the negligible increase in population generated from the Project, the Project will not have the potential to 

substantially increase the demand on the LBPD. The Project will not result in the need for additional new 

or altered police protection services and will not alter acceptable service ratios or response times. As such, 

impacts with respect to police protection will be less than significant.   

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

iii.  Schools?     

 
85  City of Long Beach Police Department, About the LBPD. Available online at: 

https://www.longbeach.gov/police/about-the-lbpd/, accessed May 8, 2024. 
86  City of Long Beach Police Department, 2023 Year in Review and Accountability Report, 2023. Available online at: 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/police/media-library/documents/about-the-lbpd/2023-year-in-review---
final, accessed May 8, 2024.  

87  Ibid. 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

https://www.longbeach.gov/police/about-the-lbpd/
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/police/media-library/documents/about-the-lbpd/2023-year-in-review---final
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/police/media-library/documents/about-the-lbpd/2023-year-in-review---final
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Less than Significant Impact. The Project Area is served by the Long Beach Unified School District 

(LBUSD). As of 2023, the LBUSD serves approximately 65,000 students in 84 public schools located in the 

cities of Long Beach, Lakewood, Signal Hill, and Avalon on Catalina Island;88 these 84 schools consist of 

five early learning schools, 53 elementary and K-8 schools, 15 middle schools, and 11 high schools. The 

LBUSD employs more than 12,000 full-time and part-time employees.89 The closest active LBUSD schools 

to the Project Site are Longfellow Elementary School and Charles Evans Hughes Middle School, located 

approximately 0.57 miles north of the Project Site at 3800 Olive Avenue and 3846 California Avenue, 

respectively, as well as Reid High School, located approximately 1.9 miles southeast of the Project Site at 

3701 E. Willow Street. 

Significant impacts could occur if a project includes substantial employment or population growth that 

could generate a demand for school facilities which will exceed the capacity of LBUSD. Whether a project 

results in a significant impact on public schools is made with the following considerations:  

1. Population increases resulting from the project, based on the net increase of residential units or square 

footage of nonresidential floor area;  

2. Demand for school services anticipated at the time of project completion and occupancy compared to 

the expected level of service available, considering, as applicable, scheduled improvements to LBUSD 

services (facilities, equipment, and personnel) and the project’s proportional contribution to the 

demand;  

3. Whether (and to the degree to which) accommodation of the increased demand would require 

construction of new facilities, a major reorganization of students or classrooms, major revisions to the 

school calendar (such as year-round sessions), or other actions that would create a temporary or 

permanent impact on the school(s); and  

4. Whether the project includes features that would reduce the demand for school services (e.g., on-site 

school facilities or direct support to LBUSD).  

Although the Project will introduce a new residential use, the Project is not anticipated to generate a 

significant increase in the student population. Conservatively assuming that half of the 200 persons 

generated by the Project are enrolled in an LBUSD school, this will introduce a less than one percent 

 
88  Long Beach Unified School District, LBUSD Vision 2035 – Education Reimagined in LBUSD, 2023. Available online 

at: https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1692916019/lbusdk12caus/ybageipkevw13mqgbfqd/LBUSD-Vision-
2035-Book-EN.pdf, accessed May 8, 2024. 

89  Ibid. 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1692916019/lbusdk12caus/ybageipkevw13mqgbfqd/LBUSD-Vision-2035-Book-EN.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1692916019/lbusdk12caus/ybageipkevw13mqgbfqd/LBUSD-Vision-2035-Book-EN.pdf
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increase in students in the LBUSD system. Therefore, local schools will not be impacted by the Project and 

potential impacts on the local school system would be less than significant. 

Further, pursuant to the California Government Code § 65995,90 the Project Applicant would be required 

to pay school fees established by LBUSD, payment of which in accordance with existing rules and 

regulations regarding the calculation and payment of such fees would, by law, provide full and complete 

mitigation for any potential direct and indirect impacts to schools as a result of the Project. Therefore, 

Project impacts to school services would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

iv.  Parks?     

Less than Significant Impact. A project could have a significant impact on local parks if the population 

increases the demand for recreation and park services. The City’s Open Space and Recreation Element, 

established a goal of  providing 8 acres per 1,000 residents, and as of 2022 was provide approximately 5.6 

acres of recreation open space per 1,000 residents.91 At the time of adoption in 2002, the City was already 

operating at a deficiency with only 2,613 of the 3,692 acres needed for the existing population.92 In order 

to meet the City’s open space standard of 8 acres per 1,000 residents, the City needs to provide an additional 

1,080 acres over existing conditions (in 2002).93 The nearest park to the Project Site includes Reservoir Park 

located 735 feet east at 3315 Gundry Avenue within the City of Signal Hill. In addition, the Project Site is 

also located approximately 0.88 miles from Somerset Park, and 1.43 miles from Cherry Avenue Park, both 

within Long Beach City boundaries. Although the Project is introducing a new residential use, the Project 

includes 8,080 square feet of outdoor open space, which includes two courtyards and green space. 

Additionally, the Project would also include 1,616 square feet of outdoor planting space. While the City 

needs to provide more recreation and open space, the Project is served by nearby parks and on-site open 

 
90  Also known as SB 50 – the Leroy F. Greene School Facilities Act of 1998 
91  City of Long Beach, Open Space and Recreation Element, 2002. Available online at: 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/open-space-and-recreation-
element, accessed May 15, 2024. 

92  Ibid. 
93  Ibid. 

□ □ □ 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/open-space-and-recreation-element
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/open-space-and-recreation-element
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space and recreational uses and will not substantively increase demand for open space. Therefore, the 

Project’s impacts on local recreation and park services will be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

v.  Other public facilities?     

Less than Significant Impact. A significant impact could occur if a project includes substantial 

employment or population growth increases the demand for library services. The Long Beach Public 

Library (LBPL) encompasses 12 unique library locations across the City.94 Library facilities within two 

miles of a project site are generally considered to be within the service area of a project. The nearest LBPL 

is Dana Neighborhood Library 0.8 miles northwest of the Project Site located at 3680 Atlantic Avenue. In 

addition, the Project Site is located within two miles of Burnett Neighborhood Library. Conservatively 

assuming all residents generated from the Project are new citizens, the relatively small increase in 

population from the implementation of the Project would be well served by the LBPLs and would not 

warrant the construction of new library facilities. Therefore, impacts on local libraries will be less than 

significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

  

 
94  City of Long Beach Public Library, About Us. Available online at: https://www.longbeach.gov/library/visit/about-

us/, accessed September 16, 2024.  

□ □ □ 

https://www.longbeach.gov/library/visit/about-us/
https://www.longbeach.gov/library/visit/about-us/
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16. Recreation 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated  

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project increase the use of 
existing neighborhood and regional 
parks or other recreational facilities such 
that substantial physical deterioration of 
the facility would occur or be 
accelerated? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. As stated in Section 15, Public Services, the nearest park to the Project Site 

is the Reservoir Park located 735 feet east at 3315 Gundry Avenue within the City of Signal Hill. In addition, 

the Project Site is also located less than 1.5 miles away from two other parks, Somerset Park and Cherry 

Avenue Park, both within Long Beach City boundaries. Given the minimal population increase, the Project 

would be well served by the Project’s proposed outdoor open space as well as the nearby parks and would 

not result in a substantial increase in demand for parks or any recreational facilities such that substantial 

physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated. Therefore, this impact is less than 

significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Does the project include recreational 
facilities or require the construction or 
expansion of recreational facilities, which 
might have an adverse physical effect on 
the environment? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. As previously stated, the Project’s minimal increase in population would be 

well served by the Project’s proposed open space as well as existing nearby parks. The Project would not 

require the construction or expansion of recreational facilities. Additionally, the Project proposes on-site 

amenities such as a fitness room, a laundry room, and a community room that includes a cooking space, 

seating, and a television on site to facilitate a space that supports residents. Therefore, this impact is less 

than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 
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17. Transportation 

A detailed Project-level Transportation Assessment is in progress and will be added to the Environmental 

Impact Report as appropriate. The following is a preliminary assessment of the Project’s potential 

transportation-related impacts. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project conflict with a 
program plan, ordinance or policy 
addressing the circulation system, 
including transit, roadway, bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities? 

    

b.  Would the project conflict or be 
inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines 
section 15064.3, subdivision (b)? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. The City’s General Plan Mobility Element provides policy direction for the 

transportation system and links circulation strategies with those of population growth, environmental 

quality, and economic well-being. The Mobility Element establishes key goals, policies, programs, and 

requirements for achieving a transportation system that balances the needs of all road users. The project 

would not make any changes to the public rights-of way in the project vicinity or generate a substantial 

number of daily or peak-hour vehicle trips for construction or typical operations to warrant modifications 

to any transportation facilities (e.g., vehicular, transit, bicycle, or pedestrian). As discussed later, the 

Project’s goal of providing 100 percent affordable housing and the Project Site’s location within a High-

Quality Transit Corridor supports the goals of implementing housing options within transit-oriented 

districts, supporting alternative fuel vehicles, and facilitation multimodal connectivity in the Mobility 

Element.95  

State CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3 (b)(2) requires the use of vehicle miles traveled (VMT) to evaluate a 

project’s transportation impacts. VMT analyzes the number of trips and miles traveled by motor vehicles 

associated with a development program or project. The City of Long Beach Department of Public Works 

requires applicants to analyze the traffic and circulation impacts of proposed development projects, 

General Plan Amendments, Specific Plans, and other planned development to comply with the CEQA and 

 
95  City of Long Beach, City of Long Beach General Plan – Mobility Element, 2013. Available online at: 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/advance/general-
plan/320615_lbds_mobility_element_web, accessed September 16, 2024  

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/advance/general-plan/320615_lbds_mobility_element_web
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/advance/general-plan/320615_lbds_mobility_element_web
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City regulations. The City’s Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) Guidelines establish procedures to ensure 

consistency of analysis and the adequacy of information presented regarding the proposed development 

project.96 However, not all projects require a TIA. State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3, Subsection (b), 

states that “generally, [land use] projects within one‐ half mile of either an existing major transit stop, or an 

existing high quality transit corridor should be presumed to cause a less than significant transportation 

impact.” Section 3.1 of the SB 743 Implementation Guide for Long Beach states that a land development 

project has a less than significant impact if “the project is within 0.5 mile of a Transit Priority Area or a 

High‐Quality Transit Corridor unless the project is inconsistent with the RTP/SCS, has a floor‐to‐area ratio 

(FAR) less than 0.75, provides an excessive amount of parking, or reduces the number of affordable 

residential units.”97 Section 2.2.4 of the City’s TIA Guidelines specifies that “affordable residential 

development in areas with inadequate affordable housing has the potential to shorten commute distances 

and/or increase the proportion of residents using transit, which will reduce VMT. Residential projects (or 

the residential portion of mixed‐use projects) with 100 percent affordable dwelling units will be presumed 

to have a less than significant transportation impact related to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3, 

subdivision (b).” 

According to Figure 4, Long Beach Transit Priority Areas, in the City’s TIA Guidelines, the Project Site is 

located approximately 0.1 miles west of a bus stop for the Long Beach Transit 131 service route and is 

located within a HQTC.98 Additionally, the Project will introduce 73 dwelling units, of which 100 percent 

will be restricted affordable units, exclusive of the manager’s unit. As such, the Project would not conflict 

with State CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3(b) and would support the goals of the City’s Mobility Element. 

Impacts are less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 
96  City of Long Beach, Traffic Impact Analysis Guidelines, 2020. Available online at: 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-
library/documents/planning/environmental/environmental-planning/tia-guidelines, accessed May 6, 2024. 

97  LSA, SB 743 Implementation for the City of Long Beach, 2020. Available online at: 
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-
library/documents/planning/environmental/environmental-planning/ceqa-transportation-thresholds-of-
significance-guide, accessed May 17, 2024. 

98  City of Long Beach, Traffic Impact Analysis Guidelines, 2020. Available online at: 
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-
library/documents/planning/environmental/environmental-planning/tia-guidelines, accessed May 6, 2024. 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/environmental/environmental-planning/tia-guidelines
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/environmental/environmental-planning/tia-guidelines
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/environmental/environmental-planning/ceqa-transportation-thresholds-of-significance-guide
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/environmental/environmental-planning/ceqa-transportation-thresholds-of-significance-guide
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/environmental/environmental-planning/ceqa-transportation-thresholds-of-significance-guide
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/environmental/environmental-planning/tia-guidelines
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/environmental/environmental-planning/tia-guidelines
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  Would the project substantially increase 
hazards due to a geometric design feature 
(e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., 
farm equipment)? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. A significant impact could occur if a project were to include a new roadway 

design or introduces a new land use or features into an area with specific transportation requirements and 

characteristics that have not been previously experienced in that area, or if access or other features were 

designed in such a way as to create hazard conditions. The Project Site consists of a two parcels that are 

currently undeveloped and vacant as well asan alley which is proposed to be vacated. The Project involves 

the development of a 73-unit apartment complex that does not propose any hazardous geometric design 

features and would not include any incompatible uses. As such, impacts regarding hazards due to a design 

feature would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d.  Would the project result in inadequate 
emergency access?     

Less than Significant Impact. Vehicular access to the Project Site is currently provided by the east-west 

alley located between the two parcels. The Project will vacate a portion of the existing east-west alley 

between Cerritos Avenue and Lemon Avenue and repair the existing curb cuts along Cerritos Avenue. In 

addition, the Project will provide vehicular access to the proposed subterranean parking garage from the 

north-south alley located between the property at 1131 E. Wardlow Road and 36th Street. The Project would 

utilize these driveways for primary and emergency vehicular access. The Project would incorporate all 

applicable design and safety standards and regulations outlined in Chapter 33 of the 2022 California 

Building Code, and Chapter 11 (Construction Requirements for Existing Buildings) of the California Fire 

Code. Further, the Project would submit all Project plans to the City, the LBPD, and the LBFD to confirm 

that the Project would provide adequate on-site access to emergency services. Therefore, the Project would 

not result in inadequate emergency access and impacts would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required.  

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 
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18. Tribal Cultural Resources 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a. Would the project cause a substantial 
adverse change in the significance of a 
tribal cultural resource, defined in Public 
Resources Code section 21074 as either a 
site, feature, place, cultural landscape that 
is geographically defined in terms of the 
size and scope of the landscape, sacred 
place, or object with cultural value to a 
California Native American tribe, and 
that is: 

i. Listed or eligible for listing in the 
California Register of Historical 
Resources, or in a local register of 
historical resources as defined in 
Public Resources Code section 
5020.1(k)? 

    

Potentially Significant Impact. Impacts related to historical resources are evaluated in Section 5, Cultural 

Resources. As discussed, although a portion of the Project Site is located within the California Heights 

District, that portion does not contain a building or any other feature that would be considered historically 

significant or character defining to the CHD. The district boundaries may be redrawn to exclude the Project 

Site. Although no historic resources would be directly affected, impacts related to the location of the Project 

Site within the CHD is considered potentially significant and will be analyzed further in the Environment 

Impact Report. 

□ □ □ 
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

ii.  A resource determined by the lead 
agency, in its discretion and 
supported by substantial evidence, to 
be significant pursuant to criteria set 
forth in subdivision (c) of Public 
Resources Code Section 5024.1. In 
applying the criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public Resource 
Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency 
shall consider the significance of the 
resource to a California Native 
American tribe? 

    

Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. Impacts related to historical resources are evaluated 

in Section 3.5, Cultural Resources. According to Appendix B, Cultural Resources and Tribal 

Consultation, a NAHC Sacred Lands File search was requested on September 11, 2024, per Assembly Bill 

(AB) 52 requirements. A response was received on October 2, 2024. The letter states that the results for the 

record search of the NAHC Sacred Lands File were positive and that the Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel 

Band of Mission Indians should be contacted. The Sacred Lands File search also included a list of Native 

American tribes who may also have knowledge of cultural resources in the Project Area. 

Ground-disturbing activities associated with the Project could result in the discovery of previously 

undiscovered cultural resources. This includes potential discovery of tribal cultural resources. 

Implementation of Mitigation Measures TCR-1 through TCR-3 would require Native American 

monitoring of all ground disturbing activities, the recovery and retention of tribal cultural resources, and 

the preservation of human remains or associated ceremonial objects, to reduce impacts to resources that 

are applicable under Public Resources Code Section 5024.1 to less than significant levels. 

Mitigation Measures: 

MM TCR-1 Retain a Native American Monitor Prior to Commencement of Ground-Disturbing 

Activities. 

1. The Project Applicant/Lead Agency shall retain a Native American Monitor from or 

approved by the appropriate California Native American tribes. The monitor shall be 

retained prior to the commencement of any “ground-disturbing activity” for the 

subject project at all project locations (i.e., both on-site and any off-site locations that 

□ □ □ 
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are included in the project description/definition and/or required in connection with 

the project, such as public improvement work). “Ground-disturbing activity” shall 

include, but is not limited to, demolition, pavement removal, potholing, auguring, 

grubbing, tree removal, boring, grading, excavation, drilling, and trenching. 

2. A copy of the executed monitoring agreement shall be submitted to the Lead Agency 

prior to the earlier commencement of any ground-disturbing activity, or the issuance 

of any permit necessary to commence a ground-disturbing activity. 

3. The monitor will complete daily monitoring logs that will provide descriptions of the 

relevant ground-disturbing activities, the type of construction activities performed, 

locations of ground-disturbing activities, soil types, cultural-related materials, and any 

other facts, conditions, materials, or discoveries of significance to the Tribe. Monitor 

logs will identify and describe any discovered TCRs, including but not limited to, 

Native American cultural and historical artifacts, remains, places of significance, etc., 

(collectively, tribal cultural resources, or “TCR”), as well as any discovered Native 

American (ancestral) human remains and burial goods. Copies of monitor logs will be 

provided to the Project Applicant/Lead Agency upon written request to the Tribe. 

4. On-site tribal monitoring shall conclude upon the latter of the following (1) written 

confirmation to the appropriate California Native American tribes from a designated 

point of contact for the Project Applicant/Lead Agency that all ground-disturbing 

activities and phases that may involve ground-disturbing activities on the project site 

or in connection with the project are complete; or (2) a determination and written 

notification by the appropriate California Native American tribes to the Project 

Applicant/Lead Agency that no future, planned construction activity and/or 

development/construction phase at the project site possesses the potential to impact 

the TCRs outlined in this Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration. 

MM TCR-2 Unanticipated Discovery of Tribal Cultural Resource Objects (Non-Funerary/Non-

Ceremonial) 

Upon discovery of any TCRs, all construction activities in the immediate vicinity of the 

discovery shall cease (i.e., not less than the surrounding 50 feet) and shall not resume until 

the discovered TCR has been fully assessed by the appropriate California Native American 

tribe monitor and/or archaeologist. The appropriate California Native American tribe will 

recover and retain all discovered TCRs in the form and/or manner the Tribe deems 
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appropriate, in the Tribe’s sole discretion, and for any purpose the Tribe deems 

appropriate, including for educational, cultural and/or historic purposes. 

MM TCR-3 Unanticipated Discovery of Human Remain and Associated Funerary or Ceremonial 

Objects 

1. Native American human remains are defined in PRC 5097.98 (d)(1) as an inhumation 

or cremation, and in any state of decomposition or skeletal completeness. Funerary 

objects, called associated grave goods in Public Resources Code Section 5097.98, are 

also to be treated according to this statute. 

2. If Native American human remains and/or grave goods are discovered or recognized 

on the project site, then Public Resource Code 5097.9 as well as Health and Safety Code 

Section 7050.5 shall be followed. 

3. Human remains and grave/burial goods shall be treated alike per California Public 

Resources Code section 5097.98(d)(1) and (2). 

4. Preservation in place (i.e., avoidance) is the preferred manner of treatment for 

discovered human remains and/or burial goods. 

5. Any discovery of human remains/burial goods shall be kept confidential to prevent 

further disturbance.  
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19. Utilities and Service Systems 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project require or result in the 
relocation or construction of new or 
expanded water, wastewater treatment or 
storm water drainage, electric power, 
natural gas, or telecommunications 
facilities, the construction or relocation of 
which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

    

Less than Significant Impact.  

Water 

The City receives its potable water supply from two main sources: groundwater and imported water. 

Roughly sixty percent of the City’s water supply is local groundwater from the Central Groundwater Basin, 

but the rest of the City’s drinking water comes from imported water sources. The Metropolitan Water 

District of Southern California (MWD) is the water wholesaler that is responsible for bringing these 

imported water sources into Southern California. The MWD derives potable water primarily from 

imported water supplies (i.e., the Colorado River and the State Water Project), recycled water, and various 

local groundwater basins within the Southern California region.99   

The City is located at the mouth of two significant southland watersheds, the San Gabriel River Watershed 

and the Los Angeles River Watershed. The approximately 50 square mile service area is comprised of 

residential, commercial, and industrial land uses; however, the service area is predominantly residential 

(45% of the total land use in the City). The Long Beach Utilities Department (LBUD) is responsible for 

ensuring that water demand within the City is met and that State and federal water quality standards are 

achieved. According to the City’s Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP), the City’s potable water system 

consists of two primary pressure zones and is primarily fed by treated groundwater from LBUD’s 

centralized Groundwater Treatment Plant (GWTP) and supplemented by eight imported water 

connections. The system includes two tank farms, three booster stations, 7,000+ hydrants and over 94,000 

active service connections, and 916 miles of transmissions and distribution pipelines.  

 
99  The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, 2020 Urban Water Management Plan, 2020. Available 

online at: https://www.mwdh2o.com/media/21641/2020-urban-water-management-plan-june-2021.pdf, accessed 
July 5, 2024. 

□ □ □ 

https://www.mwdh2o.com/media/21641/2020-urban-water-management-plan-june-2021.pdf
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According to the City’s Urban Water Management Plan, under single-dry and multi-dry years, the LBUD 

is confident that it can meet the demand for 52,570 af of water with a supply of 88,752 af in the year 2050.100 

According to Appendix A, Air Quality Technical Report, the net increase in residential units resulting 

from the Project would result in an increase in the demand for potable water at a rate of approximately 

2,720,987 gallons per year, or 8.35 AF per year. This would represent less than one percent of the LBUD’s 

anticipated surplus in supply of potable water in 2050. As such, the implementation of the Project is not 

expected to measurably reduce the LBUD’s supply projections, and as such, no new or expanded water 

treatment facilities would be required. Therefore, with respect to water treatment facilities, impacts would 

be less than significant. No mitigation measures are required. 

Wastewater 

The City owns, operates and maintains the sanitary sewer system that carries water from toilets, showers, 

sinks, and dish and clothes washers away from homes and businesses. The LBUD operates and maintains 

712 miles of sanitary sewer lines, 7.6 miles of force mains, 28 sewer lift stations, 115,133 lateral connections, 

and 16,158 sewer maintenance manholes, safely collecting and delivering over 40 million gallons of 

wastewater per day to the Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County (LACSD) for treatment.101 A majority 

of the City’s wastewater is sent to the Joint Water Pollution Control Plant (JWPCP) located at 24501 S. 

Figueroa Street in the City of Carson, east of the Harbor Freeway. The JWPCP provides advanced primary, 

secondary, and tertiary treatment for approximately 350 mgd of wastewater and has a total permitted 

capacity of 400 mgd.102 The remaining wastewater is diverted to the Long Beach Water Reclamation Plant 

(LBWRP) located at 7400 E. Willow Street in Long Beach. The LBWRP provides primary, secondary, and 

tertiary treatment using microfiltration, reverse osmosis, and ultraviolet disinfection for 25 million gallons 

of wastewater per day.103 

Since the Project Site was previously developed with a commercial building, the Project would connect to 

the existing sewer service lines. The Project would generate wastewater typical of an apartment complex; 

as stated above, the Project is estimated to use 7,455 gpd of water, 0.00002 percent of the available daily 
 

100  City of Long Beach, 2020 Urban Water Management Plan, 2020. Available online at: 
https://wuedata.water.ca.gov/getfile?filename=/public%2Fuwmp_attachments%2F8327573478%2FLong%20Beac
h%20Water%20Department%202020%20Urban%20Water%20Management%20Plan.pdf, accessed May 8, 2024. 

101  City of Long Beach Utilities Department, Long Beach Water Department Sewer System Management Plan, 2019. 
Available online at: https://www.lbutilities.org/files/sharedassets/utilities/v/1/customer-
service/documents/lbwd-ssmp-2019-2024-final-combined-files-incld-attchmnts-1.pdf, accessed September 10, 
2024.  

102  Ibid. 
103  Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts, Long Beach Water Reclamation Plant. Available online at: 

https://www.lacsd.org/services/wastewater-sewage/facilities/long-beach-water-reclamation-plant, accessed 
September 10, 2024.  

https://wuedata.water.ca.gov/getfile?filename=/public%2Fuwmp_attachments%2F8327573478%2FLong%20Beach%20Water%20Department%202020%20Urban%20Water%20Management%20Plan.pdf
https://wuedata.water.ca.gov/getfile?filename=/public%2Fuwmp_attachments%2F8327573478%2FLong%20Beach%20Water%20Department%202020%20Urban%20Water%20Management%20Plan.pdf
https://www.lbutilities.org/files/sharedassets/utilities/v/1/customer-service/documents/lbwd-ssmp-2019-2024-final-combined-files-incld-attchmnts-1.pdf
https://www.lbutilities.org/files/sharedassets/utilities/v/1/customer-service/documents/lbwd-ssmp-2019-2024-final-combined-files-incld-attchmnts-1.pdf
https://www.lacsd.org/services/wastewater-sewage/facilities/long-beach-water-reclamation-plant
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treatment capacity at the JWPCP and 0.00029 percent of the available daily treatment capacity at the 

LBWRP. Implementation of the Proposed Project would not require, nor would it result in, the construction 

of new wastewater treatment or collection facilities or the expansion of existing facilities, and impacts 

would be less than significant. 

Stormwater 

The City’s stormwater system is designed to prevent flooding on streets and sidewalks by capturing flows 

and conveying them to the nearest storm drain. The City’s stormwater system is operated and maintained 

by the Stormwater/Environmental Compliance Division within the City’s Public Works Department. 

Although the Project Site is now vacant, the Project Site was previously developed with a commercial 

building and a surface parking lot. The Proposed Project would not introduce new impervious surfaces, 

since the site was previously entirely impervious. Further, the Project proposes to add 7,850 square feet of 

outdoor open space, resulting in new pervious surfaces on the Project Site. The Project’s drainage design 

would comply with Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plan requirements, Chapter 8.96 and Chapter 

18.74 of the City’s Municipal Code, as well as the City’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

(NPDES) MS4 Permit. Compliance with these regulations would ensure that impacts to stormwater 

drainage facilities would be less than significant. 

Electrical, Natural Gas, and Telecommunication Services 

Electrical power for the Project Site will be supplied by Southern California Edison (SCE) and natural gas 

will be supplied by the Long Beach Energy Resources Department (LBERD). As previously mentioned in 

Energy, LBERD purchases natural gas from Southern California Gas Company. According to the California 

Energy Commission, the total electricity consumption in 2022 for the entire SCE service area was 85,870 

gigawatt-hours (GWh), with a total electrical consumption of 68,485 GWh for Los Angeles County.104 

Natural gas consumption in 2022 for the entire LBERD service area was 85 million therms.105 Cable, 

internet, and telephone services are provided to residents by major-third party purveyors.  

The Project would be built to be energy efficient and be in conformance with the latest version of 

California’s Building Energy Efficiency Standards and Green Building Standards Code. The Project will be 

fully electrically powered and will not utilize natural gas.  

 
104  California Energy Commission, California Energy Consumption Database. Available online at: 

https://ecdms.energy.ca.gov/, accessed May 8, 2024. 
105  Ibid. 

https://ecdms.energy.ca.gov/
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Telecommunication facilities were able to adequately serve the previous uses on the Project Site and are 

able to provide the surrounding neighborhood and commercial uses with dependable service. 

Telecommunications facilities would be sufficient to serve the Project. As such, impacts related to dry utility 

services and facilities would be less than significant.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Would the project have sufficient water 
supplies available to serve the project 
and reasonably foreseeable future 
development during normal, dry and 
multiple dry years? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. The Project will connect to the existing underground waterlines that provide 

potable water to the Project Site. According to the City’s 2020 Urban Water Management Plan, the LBUD 

supplied approximately 55,216-acre feet (af) of water in 2020. The projected demand for water under a 

normal year scenario in the year 2050 is 52,570 af of water; however, the projected supply of water by the 

year 2050 is 88,752 af of water, a surplus of 36,182 af. Furthermore, under single-dry and multi-dry years, 

the LBUD is confident that it can meet the demand for 52,570 af of water with a supply of 88,752 af in the 

year 2050.106 According to Appendix A, Air Quality Technical Report, the net increase in residential units 

resulting from implementation of the Project would result in an increase in the demand for potable water 

at a rate of approximately 2,720,987 gallons per year, or 8.35 AF per year. This would represent 0.00009 

percent of the LBUD’s anticipated surplus in supply of potable water in 2050. As such, the implementation 

of the Project is not expected to measurably reduce the LBUD’s supply projections, and as such, no new or 

expanded water treatment facilities would be required. Therefore, with respect to water supply, impacts 

would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 
106  City of Long Beach, 2020 Urban Water Management Plan, 2020. Available online at: 

https://wuedata.water.ca.gov/getfile?filename=/public%2Fuwmp_attachments%2F8327573478%2FLong%20Beac
h%20Water%20Department%202020%20Urban%20Water%20Management%20Plan.pdf, accessed May 8, 2024. 

□ □ □ 

https://wuedata.water.ca.gov/getfile?filename=/public%2Fuwmp_attachments%2F8327573478%2FLong%20Beach%20Water%20Department%202020%20Urban%20Water%20Management%20Plan.pdf
https://wuedata.water.ca.gov/getfile?filename=/public%2Fuwmp_attachments%2F8327573478%2FLong%20Beach%20Water%20Department%202020%20Urban%20Water%20Management%20Plan.pdf
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  Would the project result in a 
determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider, which serves or 
may serve the project that it has 
adequate capacity to serve the project’s 
projected demand in addition to the 
provider’s existing commitments? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. As discussed above, the Project would not require the relocation or 

construction of new or expanded wastewater treatment facilities. The Project would generate wastewater 

typical of an apartment complex; as stated above, the Project is estimated to use 7,455 gpd of water, 0.00002 

percent of the available daily treatment capacity at the JWPCP and 0.00029 percent of the available daily 

treatment capacity at the LBWRP. Implementation of the Proposed Project would not require, nor would it 

result in, the construction of new wastewater treatment or collection facilities or the expansion of existing 

facilities, and impacts would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d.  Would the project generate solid waste 
in excess of State or local standards, or 
in excess of the capacity of local 
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the 
attainment of solid waste reduction 
goals? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. Previously, solid waste from Long Beach was transported to the Southeast 

Resource Recovery Facility (SERRF), however, that facility began decommissioning on February 1, 2024, 

with an expectation to be fully decommissioned within one year.107 As of February 2024, refuse is delivered 

daily to local transfer facilities and then transported to landfills in Los Angeles and Orange Counties.108 

 
107  City of Long Beach, SERRF Decommission Update, January 19, 2024. Available online at: 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/long-beach-recycles/media-library/documents/refuse/january-19-2024-
serrf-decommissioning-update, accessed May 9, 2024. 

108  City of Long Beach Recycles, Refuse Collection 101. Available online at: 
https://www.longbeach.gov/lbrecycles/refuse/curbside-collection/refuse-collection-101/, accessed May 9, 2024. 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/long-beach-recycles/media-library/documents/refuse/january-19-2024-serrf-decommissioning-update
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/long-beach-recycles/media-library/documents/refuse/january-19-2024-serrf-decommissioning-update
https://www.longbeach.gov/lbrecycles/refuse/curbside-collection/refuse-collection-101/
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The City will work closely with the Los Angeles County Public Works Department as it manages the solid 

waste disposal impacts to the region due to the closure of the SERRF.  

The Project will construct an apartment complex that will provide 73 dwelling units, of which 100 percent 

will be restricted affordable units exclusive of the manager’s unit, and a two-level subterranean parking 

garage. Construction activities associated with the Project will generate solid waste that will be temporary 

and will cease upon completion of the Project. The handling of all debris and waste generated during 

construction of the Project will be subject to the State’s (AB 939) and City’s (Chapter 18.67 of the LBMC) 

requirements for salvaging, recycling, and reuse of materials from construction activity on the Project Site. 

According to Appendix A, the Project’s operational activities are expected to generate approximately 54 

tons per year of solid waste, or approximately 296 gpd. The solid waste generated from Project operations 

will represent less than one percent of the maximum daily throughput of the remaining capacity of landfills 

in Los Angeles and Orange County. Therefore, solid waste impacts from construction and operation of the 

Project would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

e.  Would the project comply with federal, 
state, and local management and 
reduction statutes and regulations related 
to solid waste? 

    

Less than Significant Impact. As stated above, the Project would not generate solid waste in excess of State 

or local standards, or in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure. Furthermore, the Project would be 

required to demonstrate compliance with the California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989 

(Assembly Bill [AB] 939), which requires all California cities to “reduce, recycle, and re-use solid waste 

generated in the State to the maximum extent feasible.” AB 939 requires that at least 50 percent of waste 

produced is recycled, reduced, or composted. The Project would also comply with the most current 

CALGreen Building Code, which includes design and construction measures that help reduce 

construction-related waste through material conservation and other construction-related efficiency 

measures. Thus, less than significant impacts would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required.  

□ □ □ 
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20. Wildfire 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Would the project substantially impair an 
adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan? 

    

No Impact. According to CAL Fire, the City of Long Beach is not located in a Fire Hazard Severity Zone.109 

As previously discussed, development plans would be reviewed by the City of Long Beach Police 

Department and the Long Beach Fire Department prior to construction to ensure that alternative route 

planning to facilitate the passage of people and vehicles through/around any temporary required road 

closures occurs and is implemented, if needed. The Project does not anticipate the required closure of any 

public or private streets and would not impede emergency vehicle access to the Project Site or vicinity. 

Construction activities would be limited to the Project Site, and the Project would use the existing on-site 

driveways as access points for emergency vehicles. Included in such plans would be provisions for any 

needed signage for detours, training of flagmen, and provision for staging areas for emergency vehicles 

responding to a call, as required by the City’s police and fire agencies. Thus, emergency access in and out 

of construction sites, including evacuation routes for construction workers, would remain and no impact 

would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other 
factors, would the project exacerbate 
wildfire risks and thereby expose project 
occupants to pollutant concentrations 
from a wildfire or the uncontrolled 
spread of a wildfire? 

    

 
109  CAL FIRE, 2023, Los Angeles County-State Responsibility Area Fire Hazard Severity Zones. Available online at: 

https://34c031f8-c9fd-4018-8c5a-4159cdff6b0d-cdn-endpoint.azureedge.net/-/media/osfm-website/what-we-
do/community-wildfire-preparedness-and-mitigation/fire-hazard-severity-zones/fire-hazard-severity-zones-
map-2022/fire-hazard-severity-zones-maps-2022-
files/fhsz_county_sra_11x17_2022_losangeles_3.pdf?rev=8332cd92d19a410e80153711bbae4d74&hash=662234F0F3
23C2F8CCD56EB9BE8F6A35, accessed September 6, 2024. 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 
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No Impact. Wildfires have the potential to occur not only in fire-prone undeveloped areas, but also in 

developed areas where existing transmission lines, lightning strikes, lawn equipment operated over dry 

grass, fireworks, and even arson may ignite a wildfire. Wildfires pose a significant public health risk due 

to their air quality impacts, particularly with regard to smoke and particulate matter exposure. This risk 

persists even after a wildfire is extinguished because particulate matter from fire ash can be picked up by 

winds.  

The Project Site is located within an urbanized and developed area of the City. As previously mentioned, 

the Project Site is not located within an identified Fire Hazard Severity Zone110 nor does the Project Site 

contain vegetation that could contribute to the uncontrolled spread of wildfire. Implementation of the 

Project does not include any features that would exacerbate wildfire risk and no impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  Would the project require the installation 
or maintenance of associated 
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, 
emergency water sources, power lines or 
other utilities) that may exacerbate fire 
risk or that may result in temporary or 
ongoing impacts to the environment? 

    

No Impact. The Project Site is urbanized and does not include wildlands or high fire terrain. The Project 

Site is surrounded by existing infrastructure and would not require the installation or maintenance of 

roads, fuel breaks, emergency water or other sources that could exacerbate fire risk. As such, no impacts 

would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

 
110  Ibid. 

□ □ □ 
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d.  Would the project expose people or 
structures to significant risks, including 
downslope or downstream flooding or 
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire 
slope instability, or drainage changes? 

    

No Impact. As stated above, the Project would not be located in or near state responsibility areas or lands 

classified as a very high fire hazard severity zone. Additionally, the Project Site is located on relatively flat 

terrain, and would not be subject to landslides. Thus, wildfire impacts involving downslope, downstream 

flooding, or landslides would not occur, and there would be no impact. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

  

□ □ □ 
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21. Mandatory Findings of Significance 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a.  Does the project have the potential to 
substantially degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the 
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause 
a fish or wildlife population to drop 
below self-sustaining levels, threaten to 
eliminate a plant or animal community, 
substantially reduce the number or 
restrict the range of a rare or endangered 
plant or animal or eliminate important 
examples of the major periods of 
California history or prehistory? 

    

Potentially Significant. As discussed in Section 4, Biological Resources, the Project could potentially 

disturb and modify critical habitats that may be present on-site for special-status bird species. As such, 

implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-1 would ensure that the impacts to the critical habitat of 

special-status bird species would be reduced to less than significant. 

As discussed in Section 5, Cultural Resources and Section 18, Tribal Cultural Resources, the Project Site 

is presently located within the California Heights District. Although no historic resources would be directly 

impacted by the Project, impacts related to the location of the Project within the CHD is considered 

potentially significant and will be analyzed further in the Environmental Impact Report. As analyzed in 

Section 7, Geology and Soils, ground-disturbing activities associated with Project construction may 

potentially uncover any cultural, archaeological, or paleontological resources. As such, implementation of 

Mitigation Measure GEO-1 would reduce these potential impacts to less than significant levels. 

□ □ □ 
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 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

b.  Does the project have impacts that are 
individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? (“Cumulatively 
considerable” means that the incremental 
effects of a project are considerable when 
viewed in connection with the effects of 
past projects, the effects of other current 
projects, and the effects of probable 
future projects)? 

    

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. The Project generally would not contribute to 

potentially cumulatively considerable impacts. As indicated in the above analysis, with implementation of 

the required mitigation measures, the Project would not result in any unmitigated significant adverse 

impacts and/or cumulatively considerable impacts. Specifically, Mitigation Measures BIO-1, CUL-1, GEO-

1, and TCR-1, TCR-2, TCR-3, would reduce potentially significant impacts to less than significant levels. 

However, Cultural Resources and Land Use and Planning contained potentially significant impacts that 

will be explored in the Environmental Impact Report. The Project does not include any unmitigated 

cumulatively considerable impacts when considered in connection with the effects of past, present and 

probable future projects. No further analysis is necessary. 

 Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

c.  Does the project have environmental 
effects which will cause substantial 
adverse effects on human beings, either 
directly or indirectly? 

    

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. As indicated in the above analysis, with 

implementation of the required mitigation measures, the Project would not result in any unmitigated 

significant adverse impacts. However, Cultural Resources and Land Use and Planning contained 

potentially significant impacts that will be explored in the Environmental Impact Report. Despite this, the 

potentially significant impacts associated with these topics would not harm the environment and are 

significant only from inconsistency with the location of the Project in relation to its land use designation 

(which would be rectified through a Rezone and General Plan Amendment) as well as the location within 

the California Heights Historic District. Thus, the Project would not have the potential to result in 

substantial adverse effects on human beings.  

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 
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https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/map/?CMD=runreport&myaddress=1131+e+wardlow+road+long+beach+ca
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/map/?CMD=runreport&myaddress=1131+e+wardlow+road+long+beach+ca
https://www.mwdh2o.com/media/21641/2020-urban-water-management-plan-june-2021.pdf
https://www.mwdh2o.com/media/21641/2020-urban-water-management-plan-june-2021.pdf
https://fwsprimary.wim.usgs.gov/wetlands/apps/wetlands-mapper/
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V. INITIAL STUDY PREPARERS 

Persons directly involved in the review and preparation of this study include: 

5.1 CITY OF LONG BEACH (LEAD AGENCY) 

City of Long Beach 
Community Development; Planning Bureau 
411 W. Ocean Boulevard 
Long Beach, CA 90802 

Amy L. Harbin, AICP, Planner 
Elijio Sandoval, Planner III 

5.2 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANT 

Impact Sciences, Inc. 
811 W. 7th Street, Suite 200 
Los Angeles, California 90017 

Jessica Kirchner, AICP, Managing Principal 
Brett Pomeroy, Associate Principal 
Margaret Lin, Senior Project Manager 
Eleni Getachew, ENV SP, Planner 
Annalie Sarrieddine, Planner 
Amber Williams, Technical Specialist 
Kara Yates Hines, Manager, Publications & Proposals 
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