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CEQA CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION 
MEMORANDUM

C A T E G O R I C A L  E X E M P T I O N  M E M O R A N D U M   1  O F  1 4

PREPARED FOR: PBI Engineering, Ashley Smith, Project Manager, on behalf of 
Calaveras County Water District  
PREPARED BY: Dewberry, Christopher Graham, Environmental Scientist 
DATE: October 17, 2024 
SUBJECT: California Environmental Quality Act Categorical Exemption Memorandum 
for Copper Valley Transmission Main and Booster Pump Station Project 

1. Introduction
The Calaveras County Water District (CCWD) proposes the Copper Valley
Transmission Main and Booster Pump Station Project (“project”) that includes upgrades
to an existing booster pump station (BPS) located at the Copper Cove Wastewater
Treatment Plant (CCWWTP) (5130 Kiva Place, Copperopolis) and the installation of a
20-inch, 11,970 foot long (2.3 miles) water transmission main to connect to the CCWD
Tank site located at 2490 Charmstone Way in Copperopolis.

This memorandum provides analysis supporting the project’s exempt status under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) through a Categorical Exemption (CE). A 
Notice of Exemption (NOE) along with this CE Memorandum will be submitted to the 
Calaveras County Clerk of the County as well as the Office of Planning and Research 
through the California State Clearinghouse as required by Senate Bill 69 (SB 69) 
(enacted on January 1, 2024).  

2. Project Location
Improvements to the BPS would occur at the CCWWTP (5130 Kiva Place) and
installation of the 20-inch water transmission main would commence adjacent to the
BPS. The water transmission main installation would continue along the right-of-way
(ROW) of Kiva Place, turn north and continue in the ROW of Little John Road for
approximately 9,400 feet (1.78 miles). From here, the water transmission main
installation would turn northeast and travel for approximately 670 feet through a Public
Utility Easement (PUE) on Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 055020001, 055018011,
and 055018010 and enter Quail Hills Road ROW. The main would continue from the
intersection of Quail Hill Road and Charmstone Way for approximately 1900-feet to tie-
in to piping within the road at the C-Tank site located at 2490 Charmstone Lane. Much
of the project runs through the Copper Cove Subdivision and land surrounding the area
is either undeveloped or occupied by single-family residential units. The 670-foot-long
PUE is undeveloped and occupied by natural vegetation. Figure 1: Regional Location
and Figure 2: Project Vicinity (Attachment A) show the location of the project on a
regional and local scale.
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3. Project Description 
The project would include upgrades to the existing BPS at the CCWWTP site and 
installation of a new 20-inch transmission water main connecting to the C-Tank site as 
mentioned above. Upgrades to the existing BPS would include: 

• Removing existing pumps #1, #2, and #3 and replacing them with new finished 
water pumps. 

• Installing a new pump control valve and piping at pump #3 

All of the upgrades to the existing BPS would occur in the existing BPS building on the 
CCWWTP site.  

The 20-inch transmission water main would be installed in a trench approximately 44-
inches wide and have a minimum depth of 62-inches. The width of the pipeline trench 
would be 44-inches. Construction activities are anticipated to take approximately 140 
days and would commence in late 2024. An approximately 0.30-acre existing graveled 
area, located on CCWD property just to the east of the entrance to the CCWWTP, 
would be used as a construction staging area. The project plan set is provided as 
Attachment B: Project Plan Set.  

4. Environmental Resource Discussion 
4.1 Biological Resources 
Natural resources were identified in the project area through a review of databases and 
lists from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), California Natural 
Diversity Database (CNDDB), California Native Plant Society (CNPS) and CalFlora 
databases conducted for the project. It was determined that 41 special-status wildlife 
species and 50 special-status plant species could potentially occur in the project area 
(Attachment C: Special-Status Species Lists). There are no natural communities or 
habitats within the project area that would support special-status animal and plant 
species because the project footprint is within existing public ROW of Little John Road, 
Quail Hill Road, and Charmstone Way. The PUE is undeveloped and occupied with 
natural grassland that has been manicured; thus, this area does not contain natural 
communities or habitats that support special-status animal or plant species.  

Numerous natural trees (non-ornamental) are located along Little John Road, Quail 
Road and Charmstone Way, all of which could be used as nesting sites during bird 
breeding season. If construction activities commence during or extend into the nesting 
season (February 1 to August 30), the contractor would follow construction standards 
during nesting season, such as conducting a preconstruction nesting survey completed 
by a qualified biologist. If active nests (i.e., presence of eggs and/or chicks) are 
observed in areas that could be directly or indirectly disturbed (including noise 
disturbance), a temporary, species-appropriate no-disturbance buffer would be created 
around the nest sufficient to reasonably expect that breeding would not be disrupted. No 
work would occur inside the buffer. The size of the buffer would be determined by the 
biologist by taking into account factors including, but not limited to, noise and human 
disturbance around the nest, the distance and amount of vegetation or other screening, 
and the sensitivity of the nesting bird species considering topography.  
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Construction of the project would be confined to Little John Road, Quail Hill Road, and 
Charmstone Way public ROW and a small portion of an existing PUE on APNs 
055020001, 055018011, and 055018010, none of which is occupied by wetland areas 
or associated riparian habitat. Thus, no impacts to riparian habitat, other sensitive 
natural community, wetlands or other waters of the United States or State would occur. 
 
No Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), Natural Community Conservation Plan (NCCP), 
or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan exists in the vicinity 
of the project. Therefore, no impacts associated with such would occur. 
4.2 Historic/Cultural Resources 
The project site has been previously disturbed with the construction of the Clearwell site 
and the adjacent roadways, including Little John Road, Quail Hill Road, and 
Charmstone Way. Improvements associated with the project would be confined to the 
existing ROW of Little John Road, an existing PUE and the public ROW at Quail Hill 
Road and Charmstone Way. Most of the project is also located within the Copper Cove 
Subdivision on land that has been disturbed by the development of single-family 
residential units and neighborhood roads.  

A records search was requested from the Central California Information Center. The 
results identified a site record for Segment 1 of “Upper Road” to O’Byrnes Ferry, located 
at the south end of the project area. The section of Little John Road within the project 
area (Segment 2 of “Upper Road” to O’Byrnes Ferry) was evaluated as an update to the 
existing site record for the Segment 1 of “Upper Road” to O’Byrnes Ferry.  The 
evaluation determined that Segment 2 of “Upper Road” to O’Byrnes Ferry does not 
meet any of the eligibility requirements - nor does it retain integrity of location, materials, 
setting, workmanship, feeling, association, or design - to be considered a historical 
resource as defined CEQA. 

In addition, the Calaveras County Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) does not 
designate any of the project area as having high or moderate potential to impact cultural 
resources. According to the Calaveras County DEIR, high sensitivity zones include the 
courses of streams and major tributaries, and moderate sensitivity zones are tributary 
streams, springs and small valleys within the County. Thus, the project would be located 
in an area with low potential for discovering historical or cultural resources. 
Nevertheless, construction activities associated with the project (specifically within the 
PUE) may entail earth disturbing construction (i.e., trenching) which could expose 
buried, subsurface previously undiscovered cultural resources. The project includes 
Standard Commitments, as outlined below in Section 7.4 of this memorandum, which 
addresses unanticipated cultural resource discoveries during project construction.  

4.3 Hazardous Materials  
Due to the nature of the project, it is not expected to generate hazardous emissions and 
does not involve any active use of hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, 
substances, or wastes upon construction completion. Materials associated with the 
project are required to be handled, stored, transported, and disposed of according to a 
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framework of federal, state, and local regulations. Regulatory bodies include, but are not 
limited to, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), California Department of Toxic 
Substances Control (DTSC), Calaveras County Environmental Health, and the 
California Division of Occupational Safety and Health. The project involves the short-
term use of construction equipment, which could result in unanticipated oil or related 
fluid leaks; however, the handling of hazardous materials during construction activities 
would occur in accordance with applicable federal, State, and local law requirements. 
Implementation of standard construction Best Management Practices (BMPs), 
compliance with vehicle manufacturer’s specifications, and compliance with applicable 
regulations would address methods for containing accidental spills of toxic materials. 
The nearest school (Hazel Fischer Elementary School) is located 3.1 miles northeast of 
the project site (more than one mile) and therefore, no potential impacts to schools are 
anticipated.  

Naturally Occurring Asbestos (NOA) is typically found in ultramafic rock which occurs 
within the western portion of Calaveras County and generally extends north to 
southwest following the Bear Mountain and Melones Fault Zones. NOA areas in the 
County include from Pardee Reservoir extending southwest through the Valley Springs 
area to just southeast of New Hogan Reservoir; north of Copperopolis extending 
southeast through New Melones Reservoir; and in the Mountain Ranch area (Calaveras 
County, 2018). Mapping prepared by the California Division of Mines and Geology 
confirms that the project site is not in an area known for ultramafic rock containing NOA. 
The closest NOA area is 3.8 miles northeast of the project site (CDMG, 2011).  

Lane striping has the potential to contain lead-based paint (LBP) if the road was 
constructed prior to 1978. Little John Road, Quail Hill Road, and Charmstone Way have 
been located along its existing alignment since before 1978, indicating that there is the 
potential to encounter LBP during construction activities. If LBP is discovered on the 
project site, then further testing of the paint would determine whether or not it contains 
concentrations of lead that exceed the threshold values for hazardous waste.  

Aerially Deposited Lead (ADL) is commonly located adjacent to heavily traveled 
roadways in service prior to 1987 as lead has been used as a gasoline additive prior to 
this time. Based on review of aerial photos and topographical maps, Little John Road, 
Quail Hill Road, and Charmstone Way were built prior to 1987. Due to the age of these 
roadways, the potential exists for the project site to contain elevated levels of ADL. 
Construction requirements and best management practices regarding LBP and ADL, as 
discussed below in Section 7 Standard Commitments, would avoid potential impacts.  

A review of the DTSC database, EnviroStor, which lists hazardous materials sites 
compiled pursuant to California Government Code Section 65962.5; GeoTracker, which 
provides information on Leaking Underground Storage Tanks (LUST) and other cleanup 
sites; and EPA’s Toxic Release Inventory (EPCRA TRI) databases identified no 
hazardous materials sites directly associated with the project area.  

The closest site to the project area includes a State Response Cleanup Site that was 
associated with Copper Cove Village Subdivision, located on Quail Hill Road, 
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approximately 1,188.5 feet south of the intersection of Quail Hill Road and Charmstone 
Way. As of 1989, the cleanup status indicates that no further action is required. Based 
on the preceding, no impacts associated with known hazardous material sites are 
anticipated.  

4.4 Noise 
Ambient noise levels include truck and auto traffic along Little John Road, Quail Hill 
Road, and Charmstone Way. There are noise-sensitive receivers (i.e., residential units, 
church, hotels/motels, library) within 500 feet of the project site, including residences 
along the majority of Little John Road, Quail Hill Road, and Charmstone Way. Most of 
these residential units are set back between 50 to 250 feet from the centerline of the 
adjacent roads.  

Construction of the proposed project would utilize equipment that generates noise. A 
jackhammer would be the loudest piece of construction equipment proposed to be used 
during project construction, generating a noise level of 89 dBA Lmax as measured from 
50 feet. Thus, residential units along the project alignment have the potential to be 
exposed to noise levels ranging between 75 dBA Lmax to 89 dBA Lmax, depending on the 
distance jackhammer usage is to the residential units. Pursuant to Section 9.02.060 of 
the Calaveras County Code of Ordinances, sound from construction activities is exempt 
from the County’s Noise Ordinance, provided that all construction in or adjacent to 
residential areas is limited to the daytime hours of 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., unless 
otherwise subject to conditions in a valid discretionary land use permit that addresses 
construction noise associated with a project. The Calaveras County General Plan 
includes Policies N 1.3 and N 1.4 that both provide exemptions for temporary 
construction noise.    

Construction operations are anticipated during daylight hours only and would adhere to 
County standards (7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. daily) and any human annoyance due to noise 
associated with construction equipment operation would be nominal, temporary and 
would more than likely occur during times when residents are not at home. During 
construction, noise levels are expected to increase temporarily; however, not to a level 
that would permanently affect surrounding uses. Nevertheless, Section 7 below, 
provides standard conditions that would reduce the temporary noise levels generated by 
construction activities.   

The project would not increase future traffic capacity in the area, therefore, noise 
associated with vehicle traffic would not change because of project implementation. 
Thus, operational noise levels would be similar to existing conditions and no impacts 
would result from the project in this regard. Long-term operation of the project would not 
increase existing ambient noise levels and there would be no permanent increases in 
noise levels, vibrations, or increases in ambient noise upon construction completion.  

5. California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Analysis 
Categorical Exemptions (CE) under CEQA represent activities that generally do not 
result in significant environmental impacts. The Secretary of the Resource Agency has 
established a list of classes of projects, which have been determined not to have a 
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significant effect on the environment and are therefore exempt from the provisions of 
CEQA, provided several exception criteria are met (CEQA Guidelines Section 15300-
15332). The project would be eligible as a CE under Class 1, Existing Facilities (Section 
15301(b)), repair/maintenance/minor alteration of existing facilities of both investor and 
publicly owned utilities used to provide electric power, natural gas, sewerage, or other 
public utility services. Table 1: Exemption Discussion discusses and provides 
justification for CEQA compliance with exception criteria listed under CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15300.  

TABLE 1: Exemption Discussion  
EXEMPTION DISCUSSION 

(a) Location. Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are 
qualified by consideration of where the project is 
to be located – a project that is ordinarily 
insignificant in its impact on the environment 
may in a particularly sensitive environment be 
significant. Therefore, these classes are 
considered to apply all instances, except where 
the project may impact on an environmental 
resource of hazardous or critical concern where 
designated, precisely mapped, and officially 
adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or 
local agencies. 

The project would not fall under exempt class 3, 4, 
5, 6, or 11.  
 

(b) Cumulative Impact. All exemptions for these 
classes are inapplicable when the cumulative 
impact of successive projects of the same type in 
the same place, over time is significant.  

Improvements in the project area are planned for by 
the Calaveras County Water District and are 
deemed necessary to meet hydraulic performance 
criteria for existing and future demands. 

(c) Significant Effect. A categorical exemption 
shall not be used for an activity where there is a 
reasonable possibility that the activity will have a 
significant effect on the environment due to 
unusual circumstances. 

There are no unusual circumstances of concern 
involved with the project. The project is located in a 
built and disturbed environment and the analysis 
presented above in Section 4.0 concludes that 
significant effects would not occur to biological 
resources or cultural/historical resources, or due to 
hazardous materials, or noise.  

(d) Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption 
shall not be used for a project which may result 
in damage to scenic resources, including but not 
limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock 
outcroppings, or similar resources, within a 
highway officially designated as a state scenic 
highway. This does not apply to improvements 
which are required as mitigation by an adopted 
negative declaration or certified EIR. 

There are no officially designated nor eligible scenic 
highways near the project. The project is not located 
on an officially designated scenic highway. In 
addition, the project would not damage any visual or 
scenic resources as the majority of the site is within 
existing roadway ROW. 

(e) Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorical 
exemption shall not be used for a project located 
on a site which is included on any list compiled 

The review of EnviroStor and GeoTracker identified 
no hazardous materials sites directly associated 
with the project area. In addition, excavation at the 
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pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government 
Code. 

project site would be limited to a minimum of 62 
inches and not reach the groundwater table near 
the site, therefore, there is no potential for soils, 
surface water, or groundwater to be impacted by the 
project. The project is not located on a listed 
hazardous materials site. 

(f) Historical Resources. A categorical exemption 
shall not be used for a project which may cause 
a substantial adverse change in the significance 
of a historical resource.  

The project site would be confined to the existing 
ROW of Little John Road, an existing PUE, and the 
public ROW at Quail Hill Road and Charmstone 
Way. The section of Little John Road within the 
project area (Segment 2 of “Upper Road” to 
O’Byrnes Ferry) was evaluated as an update to the 
existing site record for the Segment 1 of “Upper 
Road” to O’Byrnes Ferry which is located at the 
south end of the project area. The evaluation 
determined that Segment 2 of “Upper Road” to 
O’Byrnes Ferry is not considered a historical 
resource under CEQA. The project would not cause 
a substantial adverse change to a significant historic 
resource. Furthermore, standard monitoring 
provisions would be included in the bid package and 
construction notes relative to unanticipated 
discoveries of subsurface cultural resources.  

 

6. Determination 
In accordance with CEQA, each public agency shall, in the course of establishing its 
own procedures, list those specific activities which fall within each of the exempt 
classes, subject to the qualification that these lists must be consistent with both the 
letter and the intent expressed in the classes. 

Based on a review of the project site, CEQA Guidelines, and the analysis above, the 
project would meet the requirements of a CE under CEQA. Based on the preceding, the 
following pre-construction and construction BMPs will be included in bid packages and 
construction notices for implementing during construction. 

7. Standard Commitments 
The following pre-construction and construction best management practices (standard 
commitments) will be included in bid packages and construction notices for 
implementing during construction. 

7.1 Preconstruction Training 
Prior to commencing construction, all contractors will attend preconstruction training 
with CCWD staff to review project design conditions. 
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7.2 Asbestos and Lead-Containing Materials 
The following actions are recommended for handling and disposal of asbestos and lead-
containing materials during the pre-construction/pre-demolition phase: 

• A California-licensed abatement contractor will conduct a survey for lead-
containing materials prior to demolition (including concrete elements) and the 
contractor will submit a National Emission Standard for Hazardous Air Pollutants 
(NESHAP) notification. Per the Asbestos NESHAP regulation, all “demolition 
activity” requires written notification even if there is no asbestos present. This 
notification will be typewritten and postmarked or delivered no later than 10 days 
prior to the beginning of the asbestos demolition or removal activity. If asbestos 
and/or lead-containing materials are found, the following will be required:  

o Removal, disposal, storage and transportation of materials from the 
structure that contain asbestos will be performed in compliance with the 
project-specific guidelines put forth in federal and state regulations for 
hazardous waste.  

o Building materials associated with paint on structures and paint on utilities 
shall be abated by a California-licensed abatement contractor and 
disposed of as a hazardous waste in compliance with federal and state 
regulations for hazardous waste.  

o A Lead Compliance Plan shall be prepared by the contractor for the 
disposal of lead-based paint. The grindings (which consist of the roadway 
material and the yellow and white color traffic stripes) shall be removed 
and disposed of in accordance with the Lead Compliance Plan if the paint 
is determined to contain lead.  

o A California-licensed lead contractor willbe required to perform all work 
that will disturb any lead-based paint as a result of planned or unplanned 
renovations in the project area, including the presence of yellow traffic 
striping and pavement markings that may contain lead-based paint. All 
such material will be removed and disposed of as a hazardous material in 
compliance with state and federal regulations.  

7.3 Aerially Deposited Lead  
Due to the age of the roads within the project footprint, the potential exists for soils that 
contain elevated levels of ADL to be encountered during construction activities. The 
following actions are recommended for handling and disposal of soils (as applicable) 
that contain an elevated level of ADL during the pre-construction/pre-demolition phase:       

• A California-licensed abatement contractor will sample and test a representative 
sample of soils at the project site for hazardous levels of ADL. Representative 
samples of exposed shallow soils will be collected at multiple locations along the 
project site and analyzed for total lead and extractable lead concentrations. If 
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hazardous levels of ADL are found in the soils at the project site, the following 
will be required:  

o Removal, disposal, storage and transportation of materials contaminated 
with hazardous levels of ADL will be performed in compliance with all 
applicable federal, state, and local laws, including but not limited to 
requirements of State Water Resources Control Board and California 
Regional Water Quality Control Board water quality control plans and 
waste discharge permits, CDFW permit requirements for ADL-
contaminated soil, and all requirements of the Calaveras County Air 
Pollution Control District. 

o Removal, disposal, storage, and transportation of materials contaminated 
with hazardous levels of aerially deposited lead will be performed in 
compliance with the Soil Management Agreement for Aerially Deposited 
Lead-Contaminated Soils and the Department of Toxic Substances 
Control. 

7.4 Unanticipated Cultural Resource Discoveries 
If a cultural resource is discovered during construction activities, the construction 
contractor will comply with the following provisions: 

• The person discovering the cultural resource will notify the CCWD or the project’s 
designated qualified cultural resource professional by telephone within four hours 
of the discovery or the next working day if the department is closed.  

• When the cultural resource is located outside the area of disturbance, the 
project’s designated qualified cultural resource professional will be allowed to 
photo document and record the resource and construction activities may 
continue during this process.  

• When the cultural resource is located within the area of disturbance, all activities 
that may impact the resource will cease immediately upon discovery of the 
resource. All activity that does not affect the cultural resource as determined by 
the site’s designated qualified cultural resource professional may continue. The 
project’s designated qualified cultural resource professional will be allowed to 
conduct an evaluative survey to evaluate the significance of the cultural resource, 
which  will be completed within 2 weeks of the discovery unless extraordinary 
circumstances require additional time.  

• When the cultural resource is determined to be not significant, the project’s 
designated qualified cultural resource professional will be allowed to photo 
document and record the resource. Construction activities may resume after 
authorization from the project’s designated qualified professional. 

• When a resource is determined to be significant, the resource will be avoided 
with said resource having boundaries established around its perimeter by the 
project’s designated qualified cultural resource professional or a cultural resource 
management plan will be prepared by the project’s designated qualified 
professional to establish measures formulated and implemented in accordance 
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with Sections 21083.2 and 21084.1 of CEQA to address the effects of 
construction on the resource. The project’s designated qualified cultural resource 
professional will be allowed to photo document and record the resource. 
Construction activities may resume after authorization from the project’s 
designated qualified cultural resource professional. All further activity authorized 
by this permit will comply with the cultural resources management plan, if 
necessary. 

For the purposes of implementing this measure, a “qualified cultural resource 
professional” is an individual (e.g., historian or archaeologist) meeting the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Qualification Standards a “cultural resource” is any building, structure, 
object, site, district, or other item of cultural, social, religious, economic, political, 
scientific, agricultural, educational, military, engineering or architectural significance to 
the citizens of Calaveras County, the State of California, or the nation which is 50 years 
of age or older or has been listed on or is eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places, the California Register of Cultural Resources, or any local register.  

7.5 Human Remains  
If human remains, burial, cremation or other mortuary features are uncovered during 
construction activities; upon discovery, secure the location, do not touch or remove 
remains and associated artifacts; do not remove associated spoils or go through them; 
document the location and keep notes of activity and correspondence. All work within 
100 feet of the discovery will stop until the County Coroner can determine whether the 
remains are those of a Native American. If the remains are determined to be Native 
American, the coroner must contact the California Native American Heritage 
Commission to obtain the Most Likely Descendent (MLD) and follow state law (PRC 
5097.98 and Health and Safety Code 7050.5(c)). No further work or disturbance will 
occur within 100 feet until all of the preceding actions, as applicable to the discovery, 
are implemented and completed. Preservation in situ is the preferred treatment of 
human remains and associated burial artifacts. [Public Resources Code Sections 
5097.94, 5097.98 and Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5(c) and Section 15064.5 
of the California Code of Regulations implementing the California Public Resources 
Code, Sections 21000-21177]. 

7.6 Construction Equipment Noise Control 
The following control measures will be implemented in order to minimize noise 
disturbances at sensitive receivers during the project construction period: 

• Use newer equipment with improved muffling and ensure that all equipment 
items have the manufacturers’ recommended noise abatement measures (such 
as mufflers, engine enclosures, and engine vibration isolators intact and 
operational). Newer equipment will generally be quieter in operation than older 
equipment. All construction equipment will be inspected at periodic intervals to 
ensure proper maintenance and presence of noise control devices (e.g., mufflers 
and shrouding). 

• Utilize construction methods or equipment that will provide the lowest level of 
noise and ground vibration impact. 

I Dewberry· 



T E C H N I C A L  M E M O R A N D U M   1 1  O F  9  
 

• Turn off idling equipment after no more than five minutes. 
• Use, and relocate as needed, temporary noise barriers to protect sensitive 

receptors against excessive noise from construction activities. Noise barriers can 
be made of heavy plywood, or movable insulated sound abatement blankets. 

• Plan noisier operations during times of least sensitivity to receivers (daytime, 
weekday hours).  

• Keep noise levels relatively uniform and avoid impulsive noises.  
• Maintain good public relations with the community to minimize objections to the 

construction noise effects. The CCWD will provide a project description and 
project updates including the construction schedule on their website. In addition, 
the CCWD will provide public outreach brochures and hold at least one public 
meeting prior to construction to keep residents and local businesses informed of 
the project.  

• Construction activities will be limited to 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. daily in compliance 
with Section 9.02.060 of the Calaveras County Code of Ordinances.  
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California Department of Conservation, Division of Mines and Geology. Reported 
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https://www.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/Documents/Publications/Map-Sheets/MS_059_Plate.pdf. 
Date Accessed: April 12, 2024.   

California Department of Transportation, California State Scenic Highway System Map, 
Available Online: 
https://caltrans.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=465dfd3d807
c46cc8e8057116f1aacaa. Date Accessed: March 21, 2024.  

California Department of Toxic Substances, EnviroStor, Available Online: 
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/. Date Accessed: March 21, 2024.  
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Query Summary:
Quad IS (Columbia (3812014) OR Sonora (3712084) OR Chinese Camp (3712074) OR New Melones Dam (3712085) OR Knights Ferry (3712076) OR Keystone (3712075)
OR Copperopolis (3712086) OR Salt Spring Valley (3812016) OR Angels Camp (3812015))

Print    Close

CNDDB Element Query Results

Scientific
Name

Common
Name

Taxonomic
Group

Element
Code

Total
Occs

Returned
Occs

Federal
Status

State
Status

Global
Rank

State
Rank

CA
Rare
Plant
Rank

Other
Status Habitats

Ambystoma
californiense pop.
1

California tiger
salamander -
central
California DPS

Amphibians AAAAA01181 1328 3 Threatened Threatened G2G3T3 S3 null
CDFW_WL-Watch
List, IUCN_VU-
Vulnerable

Cismontane
woodland,
Meadow & seep,
Riparian
woodland,
Valley & foothill
grassland,
Vernal pool,
Wetland

Rana boylii pop. 5
foothill yellow-
legged frog -
south Sierra
DPS

Amphibians AAABH01055 273 7 Endangered Endangered G3T2 S2 null BLM_S-Sensitive,
USFS_S-Sensitive

Aquatic,
Riparian forest,
Riparian scrub,
Riparian
woodland,
Sacramento/San
Joaquin flowing
waters

Rana draytonii California red-
legged frog Amphibians AAABH01022 1768 2 Threatened None G2G3 S2S3 null

CDFW_SSC-
Species of Special
Concern,
IUCN_VU-
Vulnerable

Aquatic, Artificial
flowing waters,
Artificial
standing waters,
Freshwater
marsh, Marsh &
swamp, Riparian
forest, Riparian
scrub, Riparian
woodland,
Sacramento/San
Joaquin flowing
waters,
Sacramento/San
Joaquin
standing waters,
South coast
flowing waters,
South coast
standing waters,
Wetland

Spea hammondii western
spadefoot Amphibians AAABF02020 1444 2 Proposed

Threatened None G2G3 S3S4 null

BLM_S-Sensitive,
CDFW_SSC-
Species of Special
Concern, IUCN_NT-
Near Threatened

Cismontane
woodland,
Coastal scrub,
Valley & foothill
grassland,
Vernal pool,
Wetland

Aphrastochthonius
grubbsi

Grubbs' Cave
pseudoscorpion Arachnids ILARA37010 1 1 None None G1 S1 null null Limestone

Aphrastochthonius
similis

Carlow's Cave
pseudoscorpion Arachnids ILARA37020 1 1 None None G1 S1 null null null

Banksula
martinorum

Martins' cave
harvestman Arachnids ILARA14070 1 1 None None G1 S1 null null Limestone

Banksula melones Melones Cave
harvestman Arachnids ILARA14010 21 21 None None G1 S1 null IUCN_VU-

Vulnerable Limestone

Calicina breva Stanislaus
harvestman Arachnids ILARAU8020 1 1 None None G1 S1 null null Valley & foothill

grassland

Agelaius tricolor tricolored
blackbird Birds ABPBXB0020 960 10 None Threatened G1G2 S2 null

BLM_S-Sensitive,
CDFW_SSC-
Species of Special
Concern,
IUCN_EN-
Endangered,
USFWS_BCC-Birds
of Conservation
Concern

Freshwater
marsh, Marsh &
swamp, Swamp,
Wetland

Eremophila
alpestris actia

California
horned lark Birds ABPAT02011 94 1 None None G5T4Q S4 null

CDFW_WL-Watch
List, IUCN_LC-
Least Concern

Marine intertidal
& splash zone
communities,
Meadow & seep

CAUfO R:N IA DEPARTMENT Of 

FISH and WILDLIFE Rarefind 

I 

I 
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l 

I 

I 
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Falco mexicanus prairie falcon Birds ABNKD06090 451 1 None None G5 S4 null
CDFW_WL-Watch
List, IUCN_LC-
Least Concern

Great Basin
grassland, Great
Basin scrub,
Mojavean desert
scrub, Sonoran
desert scrub,
Valley & foothill
grassland

Haliaeetus
leucocephalus bald eagle Birds ABNKC10010 333 1 Delisted Endangered G5 S3 null

BLM_S-Sensitive,
CDF_S-Sensitive,
CDFW_FP-Fully
Protected,
IUCN_LC-Least
Concern, USFS_S-
Sensitive

Lower montane
coniferous
forest,
Oldgrowth

Pandion haliaetus osprey Birds ABNKC01010 504 2 None None G5 S4 null
CDF_S-Sensitive,
CDFW_WL-Watch
List, IUCN_LC-
Least Concern

Riparian forest

Scopelophila
cataractae

tongue-leaf
copper moss Bryophytes NBMUS6U010 1 1 None None G3G4 S1 2B.2 null Cismontane

woodland

Branchinecta
lynchi

vernal pool fairy
shrimp Crustaceans ICBRA03030 804 6 Threatened None G3 S3 null IUCN_VU-

Vulnerable

Valley & foothill
grassland,
Vernal pool,
Wetland

Lepidurus
packardi

vernal pool
tadpole shrimp Crustaceans ICBRA10010 336 2 Endangered None G3 S3 null IUCN_EN-

Endangered

Valley & foothill
grassland,
Vernal pool,
Wetland

Linderiella
occidentalis

California
linderiella Crustaceans ICBRA06010 508 2 None None G2G3 S2S3 null IUCN_NT-Near

Threatened Vernal pool

Stygobromus
gradyi

Grady's Cave
amphipod Crustaceans ICMAL05460 5 2 None None G1 S1 null IUCN_VU-

Vulnerable Limestone

Arctostaphylos
nissenana

Nissenan
manzanita Dicots PDERI040V0 13 1 None None G1 S1 1B.2 BLM_S-Sensitive,

USFS_S-Sensitive
Chaparral,
Closed-cone
coniferous forest

Balsamorhiza
macrolepis

big-scale
balsamroot Dicots PDAST11061 51 1 None None G2 S2 1B.2 BLM_S-Sensitive,

USFS_S-Sensitive

Chaparral,
Cismontane
woodland,
Ultramafic,
Valley & foothill
grassland

Calycadenia
hooveri

Hoover's
calycadenia Dicots PDAST1P040 37 1 None None G2 S2 1B.3 null

Cismontane
woodland,
Valley & foothill
grassland

Clarkia biloba ssp.
australis

Mariposa
clarkia Dicots PDONA05051 119 4 None None G4G5T3 S3 1B.2

SB_CalBG/RSABG-
California/Rancho
Santa Ana Botanic
Garden, SB_SBBG-
Santa Barbara
Botanic Garden,
USFS_S-Sensitive

Chaparral,
Cismontane
woodland,
Ultramafic

Clarkia rostrata beaked clarkia Dicots PDONA050Y0 74 2 None None G2G3 S2S3 1B.3

BLM_S-Sensitive,
SB_CalBG/RSABG-
California/Rancho
Santa Ana Botanic
Garden,
SB_UCBG-UC
Botanical Garden at
Berkeley

Cismontane
woodland,
Valley & foothill
grassland

Cryptantha
mariposae

Mariposa
cryptantha Dicots PDBOR0A1Q0 9 5 None None G2G3 S2S3 1B.3 BLM_S-Sensitive Chaparral,

Ultramafic

Cryptantha
spithamaea

Red Hills
cryptantha Dicots PDBOR0A2M2 6 4 None None G2 S2 1B.3

BLM_S-Sensitive,
SB_UCSC-UC
Santa Cruz

Chaparral,
Cismontane
woodland,
Ultramafic

Diplacus
pulchellus

yellow-lip pansy
monkeyflower Dicots PDSCR1B280 78 2 None None G2 S2 1B.2

BLM_S-Sensitive,
SB_SBBG-Santa
Barbara Botanic
Garden, USFS_S-
Sensitive

Lower montane
coniferous
forest, Meadow
& seep

Downingia pusilla dwarf
downingia Dicots PDCAM060C0 132 1 None None GU S2 2B.2 null

Valley & foothill
grassland,
Vernal pool,
Wetland

Eryngium
pinnatisectum

Tuolumne
button-celery Dicots PDAPI0Z0P0 30 17 None None G2 S2 1B.2 SB_UCSC-UC

Santa Cruz

Cismontane
woodland,
Lower montane
coniferous
forest, Vernal
pool, Wetland

Eryngium
racemosum

Delta button-
celery Dicots PDAPI0Z0S0 26 1 None Endangered G1 S1 1B.1 null Riparian scrub,

Wetland
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Eryngium
spinosepalum

spiny-sepaled
button-celery Dicots PDAPI0Z0Y0 108 1 None None G2 S2 1B.2

BLM_S-Sensitive,
SB_SBBG-Santa
Barbara Botanic
Garden

Valley & foothill
grassland,
Vernal pool,
Wetland

Erythranthe
marmorata

Stanislaus
monkeyflower Dicots PDPHR01130 10 5 None None G2? S2? 1B.1 null

Cismontane
woodland,
Lower montane
coniferous forest

Githopsis tenella delicate
bluecup Dicots PDCAM07070 5 1 None None G2 S2 1B.3 BLM_S-Sensitive

Chaparral,
Cismontane
woodland,
Ultramafic

Hosackia
oblongifolia var.
cuprea

copper-
flowered bird's-
foot trefoil

Dicots PDFAB2A0W1 16 1 None None G5T2 S2 1B.3
SB_CalBG/RSABG-
California/Rancho
Santa Ana Botanic
Garden

Meadow & seep,
Upper montane
coniferous
forest, Wetland

Lagophylla
dichotoma forked hare-leaf Dicots PDAST5J070 7 2 None None G2 S2 1B.1 null

Cismontane
woodland,
Valley & foothill
grassland

Lomatium
congdonii

Congdon's
lomatium Dicots PDAPI1B0B0 20 16 None None G2 S2 1B.2

BLM_S-Sensitive,
SB_SBBG-Santa
Barbara Botanic
Garden

Chaparral,
Cismontane
woodland,
Ultramafic

Lupinus
spectabilis

shaggyhair
lupine Dicots PDFAB2B3P0 24 3 None None G2 S2 1B.2

BLM_S-Sensitive,
SB_SBBG-Santa
Barbara Botanic
Garden

Chaparral,
Cismontane
woodland,
Ultramafic

Monardella
venosa

veiny
monardella Dicots PDLAM18082 4 1 None None G1 S1 1B.1

SB_CalBG/RSABG-
California/Rancho
Santa Ana Botanic
Garden,
SB_UCBG-UC
Botanical Garden at
Berkeley

Cismontane
woodland,
Valley & foothill
grassland

Navarretia
miwukensis

Mi-Wuk
navarretia Dicots PDPLM0C210 12 1 None None G1G2 S1S2 1B.2 SB_UCSC-UC

Santa Cruz
Lower montane
coniferous forest

Navarretia
paradoxiclara

Patterson's
navarretia Dicots PDPLM0C150 11 7 None None G2 S2 1B.3 BLM_S-Sensitive Meadow & seep,

Ultramafic

Packera layneae Layne's ragwort Dicots PDAST8H1V0 48 5 Threatened Rare G2 S2 1B.2

SB_CalBG/RSABG-
California/Rancho
Santa Ana Botanic
Garden,
SB_UCBG-UC
Botanical Garden at
Berkeley,
SB_UCSC-UC
Santa Cruz

Chaparral,
Cismontane
woodland,
Ultramafic

Pseudobahia
bahiifolia

Hartweg's
golden
sunburst

Dicots PDAST7P010 27 2 Endangered Endangered G1 S1 1B.1
SB_CalBG/RSABG-
California/Rancho
Santa Ana Botanic
Garden

Cismontane
woodland,
Valley & foothill
grassland

Senecio
clevelandii var.
heterophyllus

Red Hills
ragwort Dicots PDAST8H0R2 12 11 None None G4?T2Q S2 1B.2

BLM_S-Sensitive,
SB_SBBG-Santa
Barbara Botanic
Garden

Cismontane
woodland,
Ultramafic

Verbena
californica

Red Hills
vervain Dicots PDVER0N050 12 12 Threatened Threatened G2 S2 1B.1

SB_CalBG/RSABG-
California/Rancho
Santa Ana Botanic
Garden,
SB_UCBG-UC
Botanical Garden at
Berkeley

Cismontane
woodland,
Ultramafic,
Valley & foothill
grassland

Acipenser
medirostris pop. 1

green sturgeon
- southern DPS Fish AFCAA01031 14 1 Threatened None G2T1 S1 null

AFS_VU-
Vulnerable,
CDFW_SSC-
Species of Special
Concern,
IUCN_EN-
Endangered

Aquatic,
Estuary, Marine
bay,
Sacramento/San
Joaquin flowing
waters

Hesperoleucus
symmetricus
serpentinus

Red Hills roach Fish AFCJB19028 8 8 None None GNRT1 S1 null

AFS_VU-
Vulnerable, BLM_S-
Sensitive,
CDFW_SSC-
Species of Special
Concern

Aquatic,
Sacramento/San
Joaquin flowing
waters,
Ultramafic

Hesperoleucus
symmetricus
symmetricus

central
California roach Fish AFCJB19021 8 2 None None GNRT3 S3 null

CDFW_SSC-
Species of Special
Concern

Aquatic,
Sacramento/San
Joaquin flowing
waters

Oncorhynchus
mykiss irideus
pop. 11

steelhead -
Central Valley
DPS

Fish AFCHA0209K 31 1 Threatened None G5T2Q S2 null

AFS_TH-
Threatened,
CDFW_SSC-
Species of Special
Concern

Aquatic,
Sacramento/San
Joaquin flowing
waters

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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Northern Hardpan
Vernal Pool

Northern
Hardpan Vernal
Pool

Herbaceous CTT44110CA 126 1 None None G3 S3.1 null null Vernal pool,
Wetland

Bombus crotchii Crotch's
bumble bee Insects IIHYM24480 437 1 None Candidate

Endangered G2 S2 null IUCN_EN-
Endangered null

Bombus
occidentalis

western bumble
bee Insects IIHYM24252 306 1 None Candidate

Endangered G3 S1 null
IUCN_VU-
Vulnerable,
USFS_S-Sensitive

null

Bombus
pensylvanicus

American
bumble bee Insects IIHYM24260 408 1 None None G3G4 S2 null IUCN_VU-

Vulnerable

Coastal prairie,
Great Basin
grassland,
Valley & foothill
grassland

Desmocerus
californicus
dimorphus

valley
elderberry
longhorn beetle

Insects IICOL48011 271 6 Threatened None G3T3 S3 null null Riparian scrub

Antrozous pallidus pallid bat Mammals AMACC10010 420 8 None None G4 S3 null

BLM_S-Sensitive,
CDFW_SSC-
Species of Special
Concern, IUCN_LC-
Least Concern,
USFS_S-Sensitive

Chaparral,
Coastal scrub,
Desert wash,
Great Basin
grassland, Great
Basin scrub,
Mojavean desert
scrub, Riparian
woodland,
Sonoran desert
scrub, Upper
montane
coniferous
forest, Valley &
foothill
grassland

Corynorhinus
townsendii

Townsend's
big-eared bat Mammals AMACC08010 635 8 None None G4 S2 null

BLM_S-Sensitive,
CDFW_SSC-
Species of Special
Concern, IUCN_LC-
Least Concern,
USFS_S-Sensitive

Broadleaved
upland forest,
Chaparral,
Chenopod
scrub, Great
Basin grassland,
Great Basin
scrub, Joshua
tree woodland,
Lower montane
coniferous
forest, Meadow
& seep,
Mojavean desert
scrub, Riparian
forest, Riparian
woodland,
Sonoran desert
scrub, Sonoran
thorn woodland,
Upper montane
coniferous
forest, Valley &
foothill
grassland

Erethizon
dorsatum

North American
porcupine Mammals AMAFJ01010 523 5 None None G5 S3 null IUCN_LC-Least

Concern

Broadleaved
upland forest,
Cismontane
woodland,
Closed-cone
coniferous
forest, Lower
montane
coniferous
forest, North
coast coniferous
forest, Upper
montane
coniferous forest

Eumops perotis
californicus

western mastiff
bat Mammals AMACD02011 296 13 None None G4G5T4 S3S4 null

BLM_S-Sensitive,
CDFW_SSC-
Species of Special
Concern

Chaparral,
Cismontane
woodland,
Coastal scrub,
Valley & foothill
grassland

Lasionycteris
noctivagans

silver-haired
bat Mammals AMACC02010 139 1 None None G3G4 S3S4 null IUCN_LC-Least

Concern

Lower montane
coniferous
forest,
Oldgrowth,
Riparian forest

Lasiurus cinereus hoary bat Mammals AMACC05032 238 4 None None G3G4 S4 null IUCN_LC-Least
Concern

Broadleaved
upland forest,
Cismontane
woodland,
Lower montane
coniferous
forest, North
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Wetlands in the National Wetlands Inventory

(NWI)
Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.

For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers District.

Please note that the NWI data being shown may be out of date. We are currently working to

update our NWI data set. We recommend you verify these results with a site visit to

determine the actual extent of wetlands on site.

This location overlaps the following wetlands:

NOTE: This initial screening does not replace an on-site delineation to determine whether

wetlands occur. Additional information on the NWI data is provided below.

Data limitations

The Service's objective of mapping wetlands and deepwater habitats is to produce reconnaissance level

information on the location, type and size of these resources. The maps are prepared from the analysis of

high altitude imagery. Wetlands are identified based on vegetation, visible hydrology and geography. A

margin of error is inherent in the use of imagery; thus, detailed on-the-ground inspection of any particular

site may result in revision of the wetland boundaries or classification established through image analysis.

The accuracy of image interpretation depends on the quality of the imagery, the experience of the image

analysts, the amount and quality of the collateral data and the amount of ground truth verification work

conducted. Metadata should be consulted to determine the date of the source imagery used and any

mapping problems.

Wetlands or other mapped features may have changed since the date of the imagery or field work. There

may be occasional differences in polygon boundaries or classifications between the information depicted

on the map and the actual conditions on site.

Data exclusions

FRESHWATER EMERGENT WETLAND

PEM1A

RIVERINE

R4SBC

A full description for each wetland code can be found at the National Wetlands Inventory

website

--- --- ------

http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
https://fwsprimary.wim.usgs.gov/decoders/wetlands.aspx
https://fwsprimary.wim.usgs.gov/decoders/wetlands.aspx
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Certain wetland habitats are excluded from the National mapping program because of the limitations of

aerial imagery as the primary data source used to detect wetlands. These habitats include seagrasses or

submerged aquatic vegetation that are found in the intertidal and subtidal zones of estuaries and

nearshore coastal waters. Some deepwater reef communities (coral or tuberficid worm reefs) have also

been excluded from the inventory. These habitats, because of their depth, go undetected by aerial

imagery.

Data precautions

Federal, state, and local regulatory agencies with jurisdiction over wetlands may define and describe

wetlands in a different manner than that used in this inventory. There is no attempt, in either the design or

products of this inventory, to define the limits of proprietary jurisdiction of any Federal, state, or local

government or to establish the geographical scope of the regulatory programs of government agencies.

Persons intending to engage in activities involving modifications within or adjacent to wetland areas should

seek the advice of appropriate Federal, state, or local agencies concerning specified agency regulatory

programs and proprietary jurisdictions that may affect such activities.
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