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Product 
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Total 
Tender (On Account) 
Account# 
Account Name 
Customer Name 
Balance 
Name for Return Address 
Comments 

Ventura County 
Michelle Ascencion , County Clerk-Recorder & Registrar of Voters 

800 S. Victoria Ave. 
Ventura, CA 93009 

(805) 654-2263 (ClerkNitals) 
(805) 654-3665 (Recorder) 

Name 
FISH AND WILDLIFE FILING 

#Pages 
Document# 

Extended 
$50.00 

8 
2024100012372 

Document Info: 
Filing Type 

State Fee Prev Charged 
No Handling Fee 

VENTURA COUNTY WATERSHED PROTECTION DISTRICT 
NOE 
false 
false 

800 
VITAL CHECK RECORDER 
VC PUBLIC WORKSNANESSA HERNANDEZ 

VENTURA COUNTY WATERSHED PROTECTION DISTRICT 
190188971 

Thank you for your order. 

$50.00 
$50.00 

10/22/2024 • ' 08: 06 AM PDl 

VENTURA COUNTY Rf.CORDl'R 
800 SOUHI VICTORIA AVENUE 

VENTURA, CA 93009 

TERMINAL NAME: E2530707 

ORDER# 190188971 

PAYMENT 
CLERK FEES $50.00 

AGENCY SUBTOTAL: $5U.00 
LEXISNEXIS SERVICE FEE: 52.50 

TOTAL USD: $52.50 

CARD#: 2941 VISA 
PAYHENT: Ci!EDJHIIJP liUO-{[!IIIHII [,, 

MODE: ISSUER 
AUTH CODE: 022333 
APP LABEL: VISA CREDIT 
CVH: 
AID: A0000000031010 
ARQC : FC79DD8C788C68D1 
AMOUNT: $52.50 

*** CARD APPROVED*•* 

Note: If payment was by credit card with Vital Check, balance shown is for internal purposes c AMOUNT PAID: 
$52.58 

10/22/24 8:09 AM MCVICKG , 
VENTURA 
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CUSTOMER COPY 



,. State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife 
i 2024 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE 
CASH RECEIPT 
DFW 753.Sa (REV. 01/01/24) Previously DFG 753.Sa 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY. 

Pdnt Save 

RECEIPT NUMBER: 

01 - 10/14/2024 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (If applicable) 

LEAD AGENCY I LEADAGENCY EMAIL 

Ventura County Watershed Protection District jeff.palmer@ventura.org 
DATE 

10/14/2024 
COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING DOCUMENT NUMBER 

l ventura 

PROJECT TITLE 

Lower Santa Paula Creek 2024 Emergency Sediment Removal Project 
PROJECT APPLICANT NAME PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER 

<ao5) 826-7607 Ventura County Watershed Protection District jeff. palmer@ventura.org 
PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS 

800 South Victoria Avenue 
PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box) 

D Local Public Agency D School District 

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES: 

D Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

D Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND) 

CITY 

Ventura 

0 Other Special District 

D Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW 

0 Exempt from fee 

[I Notice of Exemption (attach) 

D CDFW No Effect Determination (attach) 

D Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy) 

D Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) 

0 County documentary handling fee 

0 Other $2 50 credit card use fee 

PAYMENT METHOD: 

STATE 

CA 

ZI P CODE 

93009 

D State Agency D Private Entity 

$4,051.25 

$2,916.75 

$1,377.25 

$850.00 $ 

$ 
$ 

$ 0.00 -----------
$ ________ o_.o_o 
$ ________ o_.o_o 

0.00 

50.00 

2.50 

D Cash [I Credit □ Check D Other TOTAL RECEIVED $ 52.50 

FILED 

OCT 2 2 2024 
ASCENCION 

corder 
~~~~~_,__~~ Deputy 

AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE 

Jeff Palmer, P.E., Director 

POSTED 

_QfyllJ202 4_-_I _ _ I __ 

r,,r;;c,1/ELLE ASCcPJCION 
Ventura County Clerk and P.eco~dN 

By: _______ _ _ , Deputy 

Filed in County Clerk's Office 
Michelle Ascencion 
Ventura County Clerk-Recorder 

2024100012372 
10/22/2024 
08:09 AM 
VEN 
DocType : FISH 
MCVICKG 

Pages : 8 

Fees: $50.00 
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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
 
TO: CA Office of Planning & Research 
 P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
 Sacramento, CA 95814-3044 
 
 Office of the Ventura County Clerk 
 800 South Victoria Avenue 
 Ventura, CA 93009-1260 
 

FROM: Ventura County Watershed  
  Protection District 
  800 South Victoria Avenue 
  Ventura, CA 93009-1600 
 

 
PROJECT TITLE: Lower Santa Paula Creek 2024 Emergency Sediment Removal Project 
 
PROJECT APPLICANT:  Ventura County Watershed Protection District 
 
PROJECT LOCATION – SPECIFIC:  Lower Santa Paula Creek In-Stream from just 
upstream of the Santa Clara River confluence to approximately 725 feet upstream of Highway 
126. 
 
PROJECT LOCATION – CITY: Santa Paula, CA  
 
PROJECT LOCATION – COUNTY: Ventura County, CA 
 
DESCRIPTION OF NATURE, PURPOSE, AND BENEFICIARIES OF PROJECT: 
See attached Exhibit A 
 
NAME OF PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING PROJECT:  Ventura County Watershed 
Protection District 
 
NAME OF PERSON OR AGENCY CARRYING OUT PROJECT:  Ventura County 
Watershed Protection District, Santa Paula Materials 
 
EXEMPT STATUS: 

☐ Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268) 
☐ Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)) 
☒ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b), (c)) 
☐ Categorical Exemption.  State type and section number: _______________ 
☐ Statutory Exemption.  State code number:       
 
REASONS WHY PROJECT IS EXEMPT:  See attached Exhibit B.  
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LEAD AGENCY CONTACT PERSON & TELEPHONE NUMBER: 
Jeff Palmer, Director 
Ventura County Watershed Protection District 
(805) 654-2373

IF FILED BY APPLICANT: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving

the project?  ☐ YES ☐ NO

SIGNATURE:     DATE:     TITLE: Director 10/21/2024



EXHIBIT A 

DESCRIPTION OF NATURE, PURPOSE, AND BENEFICIARIES OF PROJECT: 
 
Excessive sediments accumulated within the downstream portion of the Santa Paula Creek Flood 
Risk Management Facility (Facility), maintained by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the 
Ventura County Watershed Protection District (VCWPD), due to the significant rainstorms that 
occurred between January and March 2024. The Governor of California issued a Proclamation of 
a State of Emergency on February 4, 2024. The President of the United States declared a major 
disaster for the State of California on April 13, 2024, resulting from severe winter storms. The 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) issued DR-4769-CA Major Disaster 
Declaration Public Notice on April 23, 2024. VCWPD applied for FEMA disaster assistance to 
help fund removal of the sediments deposited in the Facility "as a result of severe winter 
storms...that began on January 31, 2024, and ended on February 9, 2024." 
 
In order to address this sedimentation, VCWPD proposes the Lower Santa Paula Creek 2024 
Emergency Sediment Removal Project (Project), which will remove approximately 52,500 cubic 
yards of sediment from approximately 7.2 acres within the lower portion of the Facility. The 
work would occur over about 3,000 linear feet. An estimated 12 feet of sediment depth would be 
removed from the channel, with the excavation depth gradually becoming shallower to daylight 
at the upstream end.  The Project would maintain adequate capacity, prevent overtopping of the 
concreted rock riprap facility banks, prevent erosion of the east maintenance access road, and 
prevent undermining and flooding of adjacent commercial and residential properties and roads.  
 
All materials removed from the site would be transferred to the VCWPD stockpile location on 
uplands immediately west of the channel and south of Hwy 126. Work would include installation 
of temporary stream crossings utilizing six 40-ft-lengths of 3-ft-diameter pipes placed side by 
side to avoid operating heavy equipment in flowing water. Earthen coffer dams comprised of dry 
alluvium would be placed as needed to divert surface water and allow excavation of accumulated 
sediment under dry conditions. A team of qualified biologists would relocate aquatic organisms 
to suitable habitat within flowing water before, during, and immediately following each 
diversion. Proposed work may take about 90 working days to complete. The work area is 
currently largely devoid of mature vegetation due to the scouring flows received during the 
previous two winter storm seasons. Biological surveys would be conducted before work and each 
morning during work activities to identify and avoid or relocate sensitive biological resources. 
Work is scheduled to occur outside the bird nesting season. The temporary diversion channels 
and final graded channel would be configured to allow successful fish passage. Boulders would 
be placed in the final channel with guidance from qualified biologists to provide resting areas 
and cover for aquatic species. 



EXHIBIT B 

REASONS WHY PROJECT IS EXEMPT: 
 
The Lower Santa Paula Creek 2024 Emergency Sediment Removal Project (Project) is statutorily 
exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as an emergency project.  (PRC 
21080(b)(2); 14 CCR 15269.)  The Project involves removing approximately 52,500 cubic yards 
of sediment from the Santa Paula Creek Flood Risk Management Facility (Facility) to maintain 
adequate capacity, prevent overtopping of the concreted rock riprap facility banks, prevent 
erosion of the east maintenance access road, and prevent undermining and flooding of adjacent 
commercial and residential properties and roads.  Maintenance would remove sediments that 
accumulated within the Facility during storms in January-March 2024, to a depth that eliminates 
most of the flow capacity at the downstream end of the Facility.  Ventura County Watershed 
Protection District (VCWPD) determined removal of sediments is necessary to ensure the 
Facility operates and functions properly during the upcoming 2024-2025 storm season. Sediment 
removed from the Facility would be transferred to the VCWPD stockpile location on uplands 
immediately west of the channel and south of Highway 126 in Santa Paula, CA. 
 
The Project is statutorily exempt from CEQA as an emergency project involving repairs to public 
or privately owned serviced facilities necessary to maintain service essentially to the public 
health, safety, and welfare.  (PRC 21080(b)(2); 14 CCR 15269(b).)  The Project involved a 
reasonable amount of planning to ensure that the Facility operates and performs as designed to 
provide the intended flood control protection to surrounding communities, properties, and 
structures during the upcoming 2024-2025 winter rainstorm season.  (See 14 CCR 15269(b).)  
The Project is not a long-term project undertaken to prevent or mitigate a situation that has a low 
probability of occurring in the short term.  (14 CCR 15269(c).)  Given the last two winters 
involved significant rainstorms over multiple months, the risk of similarly significant 2024-2025 
winter rainstorms is not remote but highly likely in the short-term, especially given the impact of 
climate change on climatic and hydrologic conditions.  In short, if the Project is not completed, 
the Facility will remain impacted by sediment, and it will not provide necessary flood protection 
services to avoid adversely affecting the public health, safety, and welfare of the surrounding 
communities and areas.   
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