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MEMO
DATE: May 6, 2021
TO: Charles Cleeves, CEQA Project Manager
FROM: Marlis M. Muschal, Archaeologist, and Andrew Wilkins, Archaeologist
SUBJECT: Confidential: Cultural Resource Desktop Analysis and Records

Check for the Proposed SunPower High Desert Expansion Project,
Lancaster, Los Angeles County, California

WSP USA Inc. (WSP) completed a cultural resource desktop analysis and records check for the
proposed SunPower High Desert Expansion Project (project) in Lancaster, Los Angeles County.
The project area is identified as a 40.76-hectare (100.73-acre) solar energy facility expansion
located in Section 14 of Township 7 North, Range 13 West (Figure 1). The desktop analysis and
records check were completed to understand what cultural resources may be affected by the
proposed project. Desktop analysis included examination of historical maps and aerial views.

The records check was conducted to determine the presence of any known archaeological
resources in the study area, which was defined as the area within a 1.6-kilometer (1-mile) radius
of the project area. WSP submitted a Data Request to the Office of Historic Preservation (OHP)
California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) on February 23, 2021. The request
was fulfilled on April 7, 2021, and included CHRIS database records, archaeological reports and
site records, and custom maps of the study area showing the location of previous archaeological
investigations and documented sites (see Appendix A). WSP also consulted the Built
Environment Directory (BERD) for Los Angeles County (OHP 2021).

WSP submitted a Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Land File search request in
February 2021. The request was fulfilled on March 3, 2021 (see Appendix B).

Section 304 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 prohibits public disclosure of
archaeological sites. Information contained in this document relating to the nature and location of
archaeological sites is considered private and confidential and not for public disclosure.

PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS

Three previous cultural resource investigations have been conducted in the project area. One of
the previous investigations surveyed the western third of the project area, and the other two
investigations surveyed the entire project area (see Figure 1; Table 1). These were surveys for the
state prison (Gerry 1988), the City of Lancaster general plan (Tang et al. 2006), and a solar farm
(Maxon 2011). According to the CHRIS search results data, all three investigations involved
archaeological fieldwork. Gerry (1988) conducted pedestrian survey at intervals of 30 to 40
meters of all areas not occupied by structures. Tang et al. (2006) conducted a limited windshield
survey. The nature and extent of archaeological fieldwork conducted by Maxon (2011) is
unknown because the digitized report is not on file at CHRIS. No archaeological sites were
identified in the project area as a result of these investigations.
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Seventeen previous archaeological investigations have been conducted in the study area (see
Table 1). The majority of the investigations involved archaeological field study. The
investigations were conducted for a variety of projects, including land management studies
(Stickel and Weinman-Roberts 1979), residential development (Brunzell 2017; Sanka 2006),
electrical grid infrastructure (DeGiovine and Wilson 2008; Parr 2011), and civic infrastructure
(Mason 2012; Underbrink and Ross-Hauer 2007).

TABLE 1: ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEYS CONDUCTED IN STUDY AREA

SURVEY
DIGITIZED OVERLAPPED
REPORT PROJECT
REPORT AVAILABLE BOUNDARY
NO. AUTHOR/DATE TYPE ACRES (Y/N) (Y/N)
LA-00131 Gerry 1988 Archaeological, Field study 1,240 Y Y
LA-07991 Tang et al. 2006 Archaeological, Field study approx. Y Y
171,200
LA-11588 Maxon 2011 Archaeological, Field study N/A N Y
LA-01917 Singer and Atwood  Archaeological, Field study 255 N N
1989
LA-03894 Stickel and Weinman- Literature search 2.35 Y N
Roberts 1979 million
LA-07966 Hudlow 2006 Archaeological, Field study 37.50 N N
LA-08022 Hudlow 2005 Archaeological, Field study 40 N N
LA-08142 Underbrink and Ross- Archaeological, Field study 27 N N
Hauer 2007
LA-08342 McKenna. 2005 Archaeological, Field study approx. 5 N N
LA-08345 Hudlow 2004a Archaeological, Field study approx. 55 N N
LA-08350 Slawson 2001 Field study, Other research 640 N N
LA-08435 McKenna 2004a Archaeological, Field study 30 N N
LA-08438 McKenna 2004b Archaeological, Field study 20 N N
LA-08456 Hudlow 2004b Archaeological, Field study 25 N N
LA-08940 Sanka 2006 Archaeological, Field study 190 Y N
LA-10144 DeGiovine and Archaeological, Field study N/A Y N
Wilson 2008
LA-10372 Wlodarski 2009 Archaeological, Field study N/A N N
LA-11168 Parr 2011 Archaeological, Field study N/A N N
LA-12237 Mason 2012 Archacological, Field study, N/A N
Other research
LA-13271 Brunzell 2017 Archaeological, N/A Y N

Architectural/Historical, Field
study

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES

No archaeological sites have been documented in the project area. A total of 13 archaeological
resources have been documented in the study area, all within Los Angeles County (see Figure 1;
Table 2). The majority of the sites are historic and date from the late nineteenth century to the
mid-twentieth century. Sites P-19-000764, P-19-001412, and P-19-002954 are prehistoric sites

Page 2



with camp features and/or stone tools. None of the 13 sites in the study area has been evaluated
for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).

TABLE 2: ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES LOCATED IN STUDY AREA

PRIMARY CULTURAL NRHP
NO. TRINOMIAL SITE NAME SITE TYPE AFFILIATION STATUS

P-19-000764 CA-LAN-000764 AVC-30 Food processing Prehistoric Unevaluated

P-19-001412 CA-LAN-001412 PA-88-10 Camp Prehistoric Unevaluated

P-19-002886 CA-LAN- 172-3 Refuse concentration Historic Unevaluated
002886H

P-19-002887 CA-LAN- 172-4 Residence, Farm Historic Unevaluated
002887H

P-19-002888 CA-LAN- 172-5 Refuse concentration Historic Unevaluated
002888H

P-19-002954 CA-LAN-002954 Site 147-3 Camp Prehistoric Unevaluated

P-19-003381 CA-LAN- R-2 Residence Historic Unevaluated
003381H

P-19-003382 CA-LAN- R-1 Refuse scatter Historic Unevaluated
003382H

P-19-003658 CA-LAN- T-111-001 Refuse scatter Historic Unevaluated
003658H

P-19-004722 CA-LAN- MD-01 Farm, Ranch Historic Unevaluated
004722H

P-19-120068 N/A Site 147-1; Refuse concentration Historic Unevaluated

Site 4
P-19-120069 N/A Site 147-2 Refuse scatter Historic Unevaluated
P-19-120070 N/A Site 147-4 Refuse scatter Historic Unevaluated

ANALYSIS: HISTORICAL MAP AND AERIAL VIEWS

Sources of historical maps and aerial views included General Land Office records (Bureau of
Land Management [BLM] 2021a, 2021b), the Online Archive of California (2021), online
historical map and aerial imagery databases (Historic Map Works 2021; Nationwide
Environmental Title Research, LLC [NETR] 2021), and U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)
topographic maps. Using these sources, WSP gathered preliminary information on the earliest
documented land ownership and types of land use in the project area and vicinity.

The first BLM survey of the project area was documented in 1856. No survey notes are available
for the 1856 survey of Township 7 North, Range 13 West (BLM 2021a). The earliest land patents
in the project area were filed in 1897 (BLM 2021b). An 1888 map depicts no development in
Section 14 of Township 7 North, Range 13 West, which is situated in Antelope Valley (Rowan
1888). Similarly, no development is shown in Section 14 in 1903 (Henry Rueger 1903).

The next available map of the project area, from 1931, shows an undeveloped area of land
immediately southwest of the intersections of State Highway 35/West Avenue L and West 50th
Street (NETR 2021). War Eagle Airfield is depicted in the northwest corner of Section 14, outside
the project area, in 1951 (NETR 2021). According to Gerry (1988:4), War Eagle Field was in
operation during World War II and later used as a hospital by Los Angeles County. The facility
became a minimum-security detention center in 1955 (Gerry 1988).
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The Mira Loma Detention Facility is shown adjacent to the project area by 1959 (NETR 2021;
USGS 1958, 1974). Roads and structures, including a sewage disposal facility, are depicted in
the northern and western portions of Section 14, but little development is evident in the project
area itself. Aerial imagery from 1994 shows that the project area and vicinity in Section 14 had
much of the development that exists today (NETR 2021). No previously recorded aboveground
buildings and/or structures were identified in the project area (OHP 2021).

SUMMARY

The initial background review shows that the project area has been surveyed for archaeological
resources three times since 1988 (Gerry 1988; Maxon 2011; Tang et al. 2006). Maxon (2011)
surveyed the western third of the project area, and Gerry (1988) and Tang et al. (2006) surveyed
the entire project area. Based on the data available from CHRIS, however, WSP can confirm that
only the 1988 investigation involved systematic pedestrian survey. It is possible that the project
area has not been subject to systematic archaeological survey for over 30 years. California OHP
does not have published guidelines regarding the standards for the frequency or type of
archaeological surveys.

No known archaeological sites are located in the proposed project area. Thirteen archaeological
sites have been recorded in the study area. None of the archaeological sites has been evaluated
with respect to NRHP criteria.

Historic landownership in the project area and vicinity began around the turn of the twentieth
century. Historical maps show relatively little development between 1888 and 1931. War Eagle
Airfield was present northwest of the project area by 1951, and the Mira Loma Detention Facility
was present by 1959. The project area remained largely undeveloped until the 1990s.

The results of the records check and historical map and aerial imagery review indicate that the
proposed project area has low archaeological resource potential. Previous archaeological surveys
have not identified any cultural resources in the project area. The project area has been in use as
an airfield, county hospital, and detention center since the 1940s. Any resources would likely
include late nineteenth-century to mid-twentieth-century historic sites. Prehistoric sites may also
be present, although the probability is low because so few previously known prehistoric resources
are located in the study area.
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APPENDIX A: CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL RESOURCES INFORMATION SYSTEM
(CHRIS) DATA REQUEST RESULTS



South Central Coastal Information Center
California State University, Fullerton
Department of Anthropology MH-426

800 North State College Boulevard
Fullerton, CA 92834-6846
657.278.5395 / FAX 657.278.5542
sccic@fullerton.edu

California Historical R esources Information System
Orange, Los Angeles, and Ventura Counties

4/7/2021 Records Search File No.: 22194.8359

Kathryn Wilkins

WSP USA

300 Wyandott Street
Kansas City, MO 64105

Re: Record Search Results for the Sunpower High Desert Expansion

The South Central Coastal Information Center received your records search request for the project area
referenced above, located on the Lancaster West, CA USGS 7.5’ quadrangle(s). Due to the COVID-19
emergency, we have implemented new records search protocols, which limits the deliverables available
to you at this time. WE ARE ONLY PROVIDING DATA THAT IS ALREADY DIGITAL AT THIS TIME. Please
see the attached document on COVID-19 Emergency Protocols for what data is available and for future
instructions on how to submit a records search request during the course of this crisis. If your selections
on your data request form are in conflict with this document, we reserve the right to default to
emergency protocols and provide you with what we stated on this document. You may receive more
than you asked for or less than you wanted. The following reflects the results of the records search for
the project area and a 1-mile radius:

As indicated on the data request form, the locations of archaeological resources and reports are
provided in the following format: custom GIS maps [ shape files [1 hand-drawn maps

Archaeological resources within project area: 0 None

Archaeological resources within 1-mile radius: 13 | SEE ATTACHED MAP or LIST

Reports within project area: 3 LA-00131, LA-07991, LA-11588

Reports within 1-mile radius: 17 SEE ATTACHED MAP or LIST
Resource Database Printout (list): [ enclosed not requested [ nothing listed
Resource Database Printout (details): enclosed [ notrequested [ nothing listed
Resource Digital Database (spreadsheet): enclosed [ notrequested [ nothing listed
Report Database Printout (list): [ enclosed not requested [ nothing listed
Report Database Printout (details): enclosed [ notrequested [ nothing listed
Report Digital Database (spreadsheet): enclosed [ not requested [ nothing listed
Resource Record Copies: enclosed [ notrequested [ nothing listed

Report Copies: enclosed [ notrequested [ nothing listed


mailto:sccic@fullerton.edu

OHP Built Environment Resources Directory (BERD) 2019: available online; please go to
https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page id=30338
Archaeo Determinations of Eligibility 2012: [ enclosed [ not requested nothing listed

Historical Maps: not available at SCCIC; please go to
https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/topoview/viewer/#4/39.98/-100.02

Ethnographic Information: not available at SCCIC

Historical Literature: not available at SCCIC

GLO and/or Rancho Plat Maps: not available at SCCIC

Caltrans Bridge Survey: not available at SCCIC; please go to
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/structur/strmaint/historic.htm

Shipwreck Inventory: not available at SCCIC; please go to
http://shipwrecks.slc.ca.gov/ShipwrecksDatabase/Shipwrecks Database.asp

Soil Survey Maps: (see below) not available at SCCIC; please go to

http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx

Please forward a copy of any resulting reports from this project to the office as soon as possible. Due to
the sensitive nature of archaeological site location data, we ask that you do not include resource
location maps and resource location descriptions in your report if the report is for public distribution. If
you have any questions regarding the results presented herein, please contact the office at the phone
number listed above.

The provision of CHRIS Data via this records search response does not in any way constitute public
disclosure of records otherwise exempt from disclosure under the California Public Records Act or any
other law, including, but not limited to, records related to archeological site information maintained by
or on behalf of, or in the possession of, the State of California, Department of Parks and Recreation,
State Historic Preservation Officer, Office of Historic Preservation, or the State Historical Resources
Commission.

Due to processing delays and other factors, not all of the historical resource reports and resource
records that have been submitted to the Office of Historic Preservation are available via this records
search. Additional information may be available through the federal, state, and local agencies that
produced or paid for historical resource management work in the search area. Additionally, Native
American tribes have historical resource information not in the CHRIS Inventory, and you should contact
the California Native American Heritage Commission for information on local/regional tribal contacts.

Should you require any additional information for the above referenced project, reference the record

search number listed above when making inquiries. Requests made after initial invoicing will result in
the preparation of a separate invoice.

Thank you for using the California Historical Resources Information System,

Isabela Kott
GIS Technician/Staff Researcher


https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=30338
https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/topoview/viewer/#4/39.98/-100.02
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/structur/strmaint/historic.htm
http://shipwrecks.slc.ca.gov/ShipwrecksDatabase/Shipwrecks_Database.asp
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx

Enclosures:

(X) Covid-19 Emergency Protocols for San Bernardino County Records Searches — 2 pages
(X) Custom Maps — 2 pages

(X) Resource Database Printout (details) — 15 pages

(X) Resource Digital Database (spreadsheet) — 13 lines

(X) Report Database Printout (details) — 21 pages

(X) Report Digital Database (spreadsheet) — 20 lines

(X) Resource Record Copies — (all) 73 pages

(X) Report Copies — (all —scanned only) 529 pages



Emergency Protocols for San Bernardino County Records Searches

These instructions are for qualified consultants with a valid Access and Use Agreement.

WE ARE ONLY PROVIDING DATA THAT IS ALREADY DIGITAL AT THIS TIME. WE ARE NOT PROVIDING
SHAPEFILE DATA FOR SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY; YOU WILL ONLY RECEIVE A CUSTOM DIGITAL MAP.

We can only provide you information that is already in digital format; therefore, your record search may
or may not be complete. Some records are only available in paper formats and so may not be available
at this time. This also means that there may be data missing from the database bibliographies; locations
of resource and report boundaries may be missing or mis-mapped on our digital maps; and that no pdf
of a resource or report is available or may be incomplete.

As for the GIS mapped data, bibliographic databases, and pdfs of records and reports; not all
the data in our digital archive for San Bernardino County was processed by SCCIC, therefore, we
cannot vouch for its accuracy. Accuracy checking and back-filling of missing information is an
on-going process under normal working conditions and cannot be conducted under the
emergency protocols.

This is an extraordinary and unprecedented situation. Your options will be limited so that we can help as
many of you as possible in the shortest amount of time. You may not get everything you want and/or
you may get more than you want. We appreciate your patience and resilience.

Please send in your request via email using the data request form along with the associated shape
files and pdf map of the project area. If you have multiple SBCO jobs for processing, you may not get
them all back at the same time. Use this data request form:

http://web.sonoma.edu/nwic/docs/CHRISDataRequestForm.pdf

Please make your selections on the data request form based on the
following instructions.

1. Keep your search radius as tight as possible, but we understand if you have a requirement. The
wider the search radius, the higher the cost. You are welcome to request a Project area only
search, but please make it clear on the request form that that is what you are seeking.



https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttp-3A__web.sonoma.edu_nwic_docs_CHRISDataRequestForm2020.pdf%26d%3DDwMFaQ%26c%3DGlhIK-Z7Itify6iax27XCf9KYFXDgbS2ET58kP-Ckgw%26r%3DMQfONrMJOrOe87JcF95RGY2P9b-uIY4CLD-g9A_LXWI%26m%3D2s6f8t9b0ZpacmZ8n81kkK2OVD1Rd1rqBI7mLl_k-II%26s%3D0ckrcUYNK6cS5XK69ENqS7JwPVr0tOSmr1dOoG6IU7M%26e%3D&data=02%7C01%7Csccic%40fullerton.edu%7C0ce7e4c948a549b4599e08d7c5d6b29a%7C82c0b871335f4b5c9ed0a4a23565a79b%7C0%7C0%7C637195398220940550&sdata=%2BUfmdW%2FTwZxk%2F6cpCmaJIaWTwrhjrzx8QUFeNslNW3g%3D&reserved=0

10.

You will get custom maps of resource locations for the project area and the radius that you
choose. We will only be providing maps of report locations for the project area and up to a %-
mile radius. If you need bibliographic information for more than %-mile radius — you will be
charged for all report map features within your selected search radius. You can opt out of having
us create custom maps but you still pay for the map features in the project area or the selected
search radius if you want the associated bibliographic information or pdfs of resources or
reports.

You can request copies of site records and reports if they are digitally available.

You will also get the bibliographies (List, Details, Spreadsheet) that you choose for resources and
reports. Because the bibliographic database is not yet complete, you will only get what is
available at the time of your records search.

If you request more than what we are offering here, we may provide it if it is available or we
reserve the right to default to these instructions. If you want copies of resources and reports
that are not available digitally at the time of the search, you can send us a separate request for
processing when we are allowed to return to the office. Fees will apply.

You will need to search the OHP BERD yourself for your project area and your search radius.
This replaces the old OHP HPD. It is available online at the OHP website.

You can go online to find historic maps, so we are not providing them at this time.

Your packet will be sent to you electronically via Dropbox. We use 7-zip to password protect the
files so you will need both on your computers. We email you the password. If you can’t use
Dropbox for some reason, then you will need to provide us with your Fed ex account number
and we will ship you a disc with the results. As a last resort, we will ship on a disc via the USPS.
You may be billed for our shipping and handling costs.

We will be billing you at the staff rate of $150 per hour and you will be charged for all resources
and reports according to the “custom map charges”, even if you don’t get a custom or hand-
drawn map. You will also be billed 0.15 per pdf page, as usual. Quad fees will apply if your
research includes more than 2 quads. The fee structure for custom maps was designed to mimic
the cost of doing the search by hand so the fees are comparable.

A copy of the digital fee structure is available on the Office of Historic Preservation website
under the CHRIS tab. If the digital fee structure is new to you or you don’t understand it;
please ask questions before we process your request, not after. Thank you.
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Fernandeno Tataviam Band of
Mission Indians

Jairo Avila, Tribal Historic and
Cultural Preservation Officer
1019 Second Street, Suite 1
San Fernando, CA, 91340
Phone: (818) 837 - 0794

Fax: (818) 837-0796
jairo.avila@tataviam-nsn.us

Kern Valley Indian Community
Brandy Kendricks,

30741 Foxridge Court
Tehachapi, CA, 93561

Phone: (661) 821 - 1733
krazykendricks@hotmail.com

Kern Valley Indian Community
Julie Turner, Secretary

P.O. Box 1010

Lake Isabella, CA, 93240
Phone: (661) 340 - 0032

Kern Valley Indian Community
Robert Robinson, Chairperson
P.O. Box 1010

Lake Isabella, CA, 93283
Phone: (760) 378 - 2915
bbutterbredt@gmail.com

Morongo Band of Mission
Indians

Denisa Torres, Cultural Resources

Manager

12700 Pumarra Road
Banning, CA, 92220
Phone: (951) 849 - 8807
Fax: (951) 922-8146
dtorres@morongo-nsn.gov

Morongo Band of Mission
Indians

Robert Martin, Chairperson
12700 Pumarra Road
Banning, CA, 92220
Phone: (951) 849 - 8807
Fax: (951) 922-8146
dtorres@morongo-nsn.gov

Native American Heritage Commission
Native American Contact List
Los Angeles County
3/3/2021

Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma
Reservation
Jill McCormick, Historic
Preservation Officer

Tataviam P.O. Box 1899 Quechan
Yuma, AZ, 85366
Phone: (760) 572 - 2423
historicpreservation@quechantrib
e.com

Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma
Reservation

Kawaiisu Manfred Scott, Acting Chairman
Tubatulabal Kw'ts'an Cultural Committee
Koso P.O. Box 1899 Quechan

Yuma, AZ, 85366
Phone: (928) 750 - 2516
scottmanfred@yahoo.com

Kawaiisu San Fernando Band of Mission

Tubatulabal Indians

Koso Donna Yocum, Chairperson
P.O. Box 221838 Kitanemuk
Newhall, CA, 91322 Vanyume
Phone: (503) 539 - 0933 Tataviam

Fax: (503) 574-3308

Kawaiisu ddyocum@comcast.net

Tubatulabal o
Koso San Manuel Band of Mission

Indians

Jessica Mauck, Director of

Cultural Resources

26569 Community Center Drive  Serrano
Highland, CA, 92346

Phone: (909) 864 - 8933

Cahuilla jmauck@sanmanuel-nsn.gov
Serrano ) o
Serrano Nation of Mission
Indians
Mark Cochrane, Co-Chairperson
P. O. Box 343 Serrano

Patton, CA, 92369
Phone: (909) 528 - 9032
serranonationl@gmail.com
Cahuilla
Serrano

This list is current only as of the date of this document. Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of
the Health and Safety Code, Section 5097.94 of the Public Resource Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.
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Native American Heritage Commission
Native American Contact List

Serrano Nation of Mission

Indians

Wayne Walker, Co-Chairperson

P. O. Box 343 Serrano
Patton, CA, 92369

Phone: (253) 370 - 0167
serranonationl@gmail.com

Tubatulabals of Kern Valley

Robert Gomez, Chairperson

P.O. Box 226 Tubatulabal
Lake Isabella, CA, 93240

Phone: (760) 379 - 4590

Fax: (760) 379-4592

Los Angeles County
3/3/2021
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