


Notice of Exemption	Appendix E

To:   Office of Planning and Research	From: (Public Agency):  Mendocino County RCD	
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113	 410 Jones Street, Suite C-3	 Sacramento, CA 95812-3044Ukiah, CA 95482

County Clerk

County of:   Mendocino	

(Address)

  501 Low Gap Road  				

Ukiah, CA 95482

Project Title:    Galbreath Wildlands Preserve Forest Health and Resilience	

Project Applicant:    Sonoma State University	

Project Location - Specific:30720 Elkhorn Road, Yorkville, CA; APNs 04916047, 04916048, 04919025,  04925009,  04925010, 04919030,  04932001,  04922013,  04934041,  04934040. MTRS: MDM-T12N-R13W-15,  MDM-T12N-R13W-14,  MDM-T12N-R13W-13,  MDM-T12N-R12W-18, MDM-T12N-R13W-22, MDM-T12N-R13W-23, MDM-T12N-R13W-24,  MDM-T12N-R12W-19,  MDM-T12N-R13W-26,  MDM-T12N-R13W-25,  MDM-T12N-R12W-30,  MDM-T12N-R13W-35, MDM-T12N-R13W-36,  MDM-T12N-R12W-31




Project Location - City:	Yorkville	Project Location - County:  Mendocino
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:The goals of the project are to establish emergency ingress and egress routes by the removal of roadside brush and ladder fuels, and preserve biodiversity, improve forest health and increase forest resilience by removing excess fuel loads and preventing Douglas-fir (DF) encroachment into oak woodlands. Dense stands of DF are contributing to unhealthy forest conditions, contributing to ladder fuels, and in many areas DF trees are over-topping and shading out native oaks, which are keystone species for biodiversity in California landscapes. All work will be completed using manual treatment methods (no off-road heavy equipment or ground disturbing activities are proposed). Cut material will be lopped and scattered, with the potential to chip material in select areas. Hand crews will utilize chainsaws, pole-saws, and hand tools, and all broadcast chipping will be done from established roads.






Name of Public Agency Approving Project:  Mendocino County Resource Conservation District	 Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project:  Sonoma State University	
Exempt Status:  (check one):
[image: ]Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
[image: ][image: ]Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));X

    Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: §15304: Minor Alterations to Land
[image: ]     Statutory Exemptions. State code number:  
Reasons why project is exempt:
The project is exempt because the planned activities meet the definition of "forestry" in PRC§753, and have been reviewed and approved by a Registered Professional Forester in consultation with experts from other pertinent fields who have attested that the activities proposed in this project will only have the potential for impacts that are, at most, less than significant to the environment, having provided adequate measures for avoidance of sensitive environmental resources. Project activities will not involve the removal of healthy, mature, or scenic trees, and will not result in a substantial alteration of the current function of the land. Project specific analysis is on file at the Mendocino County RCD.






Lead Agency
Contact Person:  Doug Turk	



Area Code/Telephone/Extension:   707-462-3664


If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?	Yes	No

Signature:    Doug Turk	Date:  10/9/2024   Title:   Forestry Program Manager

Signed by  Lead Agency	Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code.	Date Received for filing at OPR:  	 Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.





Revised 2011





[image: A map of a forest

Description automatically generated]
Figure 1. Galbreath Wildlands Preserve

[image: A map of a forest

Description automatically generated]Figure 2. The Galbreath Wildlands Preserve fuels reduction project area includes the oak woodland work areas and 50 feet on either side of the preserve’s main road extending from the entrance on Elkhorn Road to the barn (just past  mile marker 4.  Sections of roadway designated as riparian exclusion zone will be avoided. Note:  between mile markers #3 & #4 the actual road alignment and the GIS road layer are not consistent; an updated GIS alignment (this is approximate) was created in order to accurately mark the location of riparian exclusion zones.    
[image: A map of a forest

Description automatically generated]Figure 3.  Special status species documented during the botanical assessment of the GWP fuels reduction project  area.
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soNoMA Figure GP1: Galbreath Wildlands Preserve — 3670 acres
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Galbreath Wildlands Preserve Special Status Species Survey Results
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