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General Information about This Document 
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), as assigned by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), has prepared this Environmental Assessment with Finding of No 
Significant Impact for the proposed project located in in San Bernardino County on State 
Route 127 (SR-127) at Post Miles (PM) L0.0 to 3.0 & 10.5 to 37.7. Caltrans is the lead 
agency under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The document tells you why the 
project is being proposed, what alternatives have been considered for the project, how the 
existing environment could be affected by the project, the potential impacts of each of the 
alternatives, and the proposed avoidance, minimization, and/or mitigation measures.  
 
The Environmental Assessment circulated to the public for 60 days between September 5, 
2024 and November 4, 2024. Comments received during this period are included in Chapter 
3. Changes to the document made since the draft document circulation are shown elsewhere 
throughout this document, the phrase "The following text has been amended since the Draft 
Environmental Document:" indicates a change made since the draft document circulation. 
Minor editorial changes and clarifications are not shown.  
 
Additional copies of this document and the related technical studies are available for review 
at Caltrans District 8, 464 W. 4th St., San Bernardino, CA 92401 from Monday-Friday 
between 8am-5pm. 
 
Alternative Formats: 
For individuals with sensory disabilities, this document can be made available in Braille, in 
large print, on audiocassette, or on computer disk. To obtain a copy in one of these alternate 
formats, please call or write to Caltrans District 8, Attn: Shawn Oriaz, 464 W. 4th Street, 6th 
Floor - MS 824, San Bernardino, CA 92401-1400, (909) 501-5743 (Voice), or use the 
California Relay Service 1 (800) 735-2929 (TTY to Voice), 1 (800) 735-2922 (Voice to TTY), 
1 (800) 855-3000 (Spanish TTY to Voice and Voice to TTY), 1-800-854-7784 (Spanish and 
English Speech-to-Speech) or 711. 
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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI) 

FOR 

SBD 127 Near Baker Pavement Rehabilitation 

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has determined that the build 
alternative will have no significant impact on the human environment. This FONSI is based 
on the attached Environmental Assessment (EA) which has been independently evaluated by 
Caltrans and determined to adequately and accurately discuss the need, environmental 
issues, and impacts of the proposed project and appropriate mitigation measures. It provides 
sufficient evidence and analysis for determining that an Environmental Impact Statement is 
not required. Caltrans takes full responsibility for the accuracy, scope, and content of the 
attached EA and other documents as appropriate.  

The environmental review, consultation, and any other actions required by applicable Federal 
environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by Caltrans pursuant 
to 23 USC 327 and the Memorandum of Understanding dated May 27, 2022, and executed 
by FHWA and Caltrans. 

     
KURT HEIDELBERG 
Deputy District Director 
D8 Division of Environmental Planning 
CA Department of Transportation 
NEPA Lead Agency 

Date 
12/5/2024

so 
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Chapter 1 Proposed Project 
 

1.1 NEPA Assignment 
California participated in the “Surface Transportation Project Delivery Pilot Program” (Pilot 
Program) pursuant to 23 USC 327, for more than five years, beginning July 1, 2007, and 
ending September 30, 2012. MAP-21 (P.L. 112-141), signed by President Obama on July 
6, 2012, amended 23 USC 327 to establish a permanent Surface Transportation Project 
Delivery Program. As a result, the Department entered into a Memorandum of 
Understanding pursuant to 23 USC 327 (NEPA Assignment MOU) with FHWA. The NEPA 
Assignment MOU became effective October 1, 2012, and was renewed on May 27, 2022, 
for a term of ten years. In summary, the Department continues to assume FHWA 
responsibilities under NEPA and other federal environmental laws in the same manner as 
was assigned under the Pilot Program, with minor changes. With NEPA Assignment, 
FHWA assigned and the Department assumed all of the United States Department of 
Transportation (USDOT) Secretary's responsibilities under NEPA. This assignment 
includes projects on the State Highway System and Local Assistance Projects off the State 
Highway System within the State of California, except for certain categorical exclusions 
that FHWA assigned to the Department under the 23 USC 326 CE Assignment MOU, 
projects excluded by definition, and specific project exclusions. 

Caltrans is the lead agency under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

1.2 INTRODUCTION 
This section describes the proposed action and the project alternatives that were 
developed to meet the identified purpose and need of the project, while avoiding or 
minimizing environmental impacts. 

SR-127 is a two-lane conventional highway, functionally classified as a Rural Minor 
Arterial, connecting southeastern California to Nevada. It also connects to rural highways 
in the area. The route is part of the Interregional Road System (IRRS) and included as a 
Terminal Access Route within the Surface Transportation Assistance Act (STAA) network. 
SR-127 serves primarily local, interregional, and recreational traffic, as well as goods 
movement, while providing access to Death Valley National Park and other recreational 
lands in the area. 

This project is a candidate for Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) funds for 
project scope and safety enhancements. The project is programmed in the 2022 SHOPP 
Amendment #22H-016 under the Minor Pavement Rehabilitation (20.XX.201.121). The 
project is also eligible for Federal funding. 

The following is the current project description in the 2023 Federal Transportation 
Improvement Program (FTIP) listing: 

On SR-127 near Baker, from 2.3 miles north of Silver Lake Road to 3.8 miles south of the 
Inyo County line. Rehabilitate pavement, upgrade guardrail, construct shoulder backing 
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and rumble strips, apply pavement delineation, replace sign panels, install warning signs 
and Rapid Rectangular Flashing Beacon (RRFB), and improve/construct pedestrian and 
bicycle infrastructure. PA&ED Only. 

1.3 PURPOSE AND NEED 

1.3.1 Purpose 
The purpose of this project is to preserve, repair, and extend the life of the existing 
pavement and to improve ride quality. Incorporate complete streets and safety elements 
from Baker Boulevard Intersection to Schoolhouse Lane. 

 
1.3.2 Need 
The Pavement Condition Survey shows an overall Pavement Condition Survey/Pavement 
Management System (PCS/PMS) priority number 10 which characterizes the road as 
having minor pavement distress and acceptable ride. Bicycles and pedestrians are allowed 
on SR-127. However, there are no existing sidewalks or designated bicycle facilities within 
the project limits. To improve safety, complete streets improvements are being included 
from Baker Boulevard (PM 0.02) to Schoolhouse Lane (PM 0.64) within the community of 
Baker section of the project. This portion of the highway serves as a rural main street 
connecting the community to key locations like schools, places of worships, stores, 
restaurants, and other services. 

 
1.3.3 Independent Utility and Logical Termini 
FHWA regulations (23 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 771.111[f]) require that the 
action evaluated: 

• Connect logical termini and be of sufficient length to address environmental matters on a 
broad scope. 

• Have independent utility or independent significance (i.e., be usable and require 
reasonable expenditure even if no additional transportation improvements in the area are 
made). 

• Not restrict consideration of alternatives for other reasonably foreseeable transportation 
improvements. Logical termini should encompass an entire project. 

Cutting a larger project into smaller projects may be considered improper segmentation. A 
project must have independent utility; that is, a project must be able to function on its own, 
without further improvements needed. 

The proposed project has independent utility and logical termini, as the project is self- 
contained and is not in need of further repair beyond the project limits at present (see 
Figure 1-1). Additionally, storm events from August 2023 to September 2023 created 
emergency response conditions along SR-127. Several segments of the roadway received 
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multiple repairs or full lane replacements, which were omitted from the current project 
scope. 

1.4 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) proposes a multi-asset Capital 
Preventative Maintenance (CAPM) project on State Route (SR-127). The limits of work for 
this project are along SR-127 at PM L0.0 to 3.0 & 10.5 to 37.7 in San Bernardino County. 
The improvements include cold-planing and overlaying with RHMA-G (0.2 ft). the 
pavement between PM L0.0/L0.170 and PM 0.0/3.0. The pavement between PM 10.5/29.9 
will only be overlaid with RHMA-G (0.2 ft) at random dig-out locations. The pavement 
between PM 31.100/37.700 will be the only section to implement 0.35 ft of Partial Depth 
Recycling (PDR) and 0.20 ft of RHMA-G overlay. The project also includes 3’ shoulder 
backing on each side of the roadway on the mainline, installing pavement tapered edges, 
replacing existing guardrail with concrete barrier type 60 at the Amargosa River Bridge No. 
54-1170, and constructing two 6-ft (ft) wide pedestrian pathways and 4-ft. wide shoulders 
for bicycle use (Class II Bike Lane) from Baker Boulevard (Blvd) (PM 0.020) to 
Schoolhouse Lane (PM 0.640). 

The project also includes installing a Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon at PM 0.630 and 
four curb ramps at the SR-127/Schoolhouse Lane intersection, constructing two 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant curb ramps (Southern quadrants) and 
installing four enhanced visibility crosswalks at the SR-127/Baker Blvd. intersection. 
Furthermore, the project will include rehabilitating existing census station at PM 0.100, and 
constructing a new census station at PM 2.0. In addition, the project will include restriping 
the pavement, enhancing traffic delineations, and replacing and upgrading damaged sign 
panels along SR-127 as per California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (CA 
MUTCD) for vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians. 

Thirty-seven federal and other private/county fee and one Temporary Construction 
Easement (TCE) will be required, as the width of the existing right-of-way (ROW) varies 
from 50 ft. to 100 ft. between PM L0.0 and 3.0. Within PM 10.5/37.7, the land is owned by 
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). See Table 2-2 below for the list of ROW 
requirements. 

The Federal Land Transfer, with respect to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), will be 
from PM 0.840 to PM 3.0 and PM 10.5 to 37.7, and will account for the areas 50 ft to the 
left and right of the centerline of SR-127. 

Figure 1-1 shows the project location, respectively. Project layout plans can be found at 
Appendix A. 
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1.5 PROJECT ALTERNATIVES 
The criteria used to evaluate the following alternatives considered for the project include 
the ability of each of the alternatives to meet the purpose and need, while avoiding or 
minimizing environmental impacts. 

 
1.5.1 Proposed Build Alternatives 
Under the Build alternative, the following improvements are proposed: 

• Cold-plane and overlay the pavement with 0.2 ft of RHMA-G between PM L0.0/L0.17 and 
PM 0.0/3.0. Between PM 10.5/29.9, overlay the pavement with 0.2 ft of RHMA-G with 
random dig out locations. Prior to overlaying, prepare the surface by sealing cracks wider 
than ¼ inch, removing bleeding seal coats or excessive crack sealant, and removing 
thermoplastic traffic striping. Between PM 31.1/37.7, implement 0.35 ft of partial depth 
recycling and a 0.2 ft RHMA-G overlay. 

• Provide pavement tapered edges and shoulder backing on both sides of the highway. 

• Replace the existing guardrail with a type 60 concrete barrier at the Amargosa River 
Bridge (Bridge No. 54-1170). 

• Replace and upgrade damaged sign panels. 

• Construct two 6-ft pedestrian concrete sidewalks from PM 0.02 to PM 0.64. 

• Construct two 4-ft shoulders as Class II bike lanes from PM 0.02 to PM 0.64. 

• Install four enhanced high-visibility crosswalks at the SR-127/Baker Boulevard 
intersection. 

• Construct two curb turns with four ADA curb ramps and detectable warning surfaces on 
the south side of the SR-127/Baker Boulevard intersection. 

• Construct four at-grade curb turns with detectable warning surfaces at the SR- 
127/Schoolhouse Lane intersection. 

• Add lighting for pedestrians and cyclists along new sidewalks and bike lanes, with solar 
power as an option. 

• Add a Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB) for the crosswalk next to Schoolhouse 
Lane. 

• Restripe and enhance traffic delineations and a crosswalk at Schoolhouse Lane. 

• Install three enhanced high-visibility crosswalks at the SR-127/Schoolhouse Lane 
intersection. 

• Construct new traffic monitoring systems at PM 0.1 and PM 2.0. 
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Reversible Lanes 

The purpose of this project is to preserve, repair, and extend the life of the existing 
pavement and to improve ride quality for all users. This project does not qualify as a 
capacity-increasing or a major street or highway realignment project and reversible lanes 
will not be considered. Reversible lanes are not applicable for this project. 

 
1.5.2 No-Build (No-Action) Alternative 
No other improvements will be constructed on this portion of SR-127 under the No- Build 
Alternative for this project. 

1.6 ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED BUT ELIMINATED FROM 
FURTHER DISCUSSION 

No additional alternatives were evaluated. 

1.7 PERMITS AND APPROVALS NEEDED 
The following permits, licenses, agreements, and certifications (PLACs) are required for 
project construction: 

Table 1-1: Permits and Approvals 
 

Agency PLAC Status 
USFWS Desert Tortoise Programmatic 

Biological Opinion (DTPBO) 
Approved August 20, 
2024 

Bureau of Land 
Management 
(BLM) 

Federal Land Transfer To be executed following 
approval of Final 
Environmental Document. 

California State 
Water 
Resources 
Control Board 
(SWRCB) 

NPDES General Permit, Waste 
Discharge Requirements for 
Discharges of Storm Water Runoff 
Associated with Construction Activities 
(Order No.2022-0057-DWQ, NPDES 
No. CAS000002.) 

To be executed following 
approval of Final 
Environmental Document. 

California State 
Water 
Resources 
Control Board 
(SWRCB) 

Caltrans NPDES Permit, Order 2022- 
0033-DWQ, NPDES No. CAS000003. 

To be executed following 
approval of Final 
Environmental Document. 
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Chapter 2 Project Impacts 
 

2.1 RESOURCE TOPICS DISMISSED FROM ANALYSIS IN 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

The 1992 Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provisions of NEPA direct federal 
agencies to “concentrate on the issues that are truly significant to the action in question” 
(40 CFR 1500.1(b)), “focus on significant environmental issues” (40 CFR 1502.1), and 
include “only brief discussion of other than significant issues” (40 CFR 1502.2(b)). 
Consideration and analysis was given to the resources listed in Table 2-1 below. These 
resources either do not occur in the project area, or would experience negligible or no 
impacts as a result of the project. Therefore, they are not discussed further in this EA. 

Table 2-1: Resource Topics Dismissed from Analysis 
 

Resource Rationale for Dismissal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Land Use 

SR-127 is a two-lane conventional highway. It is a Rural 
Minor Arterial, connecting southeastern California to 
Nevada and other rural highways. The south end of the 
highway begins in the community of Baker at SR-127s 
separation with Interstate 15. The highway continues 
north from Baker and traverses remote desert terrain and 
ends at the California/Nevada border; where it becomes 
Nevada Highway 373. The proposed project is consistent 
with the regional planning goals and no modifications to 
existing freeway agreements are required and no new 
connection is proposed. The State will seek a defined 
recorded right on BLM property. The project will not 
conflict with the current land uses. 

Coastal Zone The project is not located within the coastal zone, 
therefore no impacts on coastal resources. 

 

 
Wild and Scenic Rivers 

A segment of the Armagosa River is officially designated 
as a Wild and Scenic River approximately .5 miles 
northeast of SR-127 due to its recreational qualities. 
Project activities will not occur within an official 
designated segment of the Armagosa River, nor will 
project activities interfere with the river’s use as a 
recreational resource. 

Parks and Recreational 
Facilities 

There are no parks and recreational facilities within the 
project vicinity, therefore the project will have no impact 
on parks and recreational facilities. 

 
 
Growth 

The proposed project will rehabilitate pavement, 
construct pedestrian pathways, enhance curb ramps, 
and install bike lanes. It will not change highway 
accessibility or influence growth. As such, no growth 
impacts or indirect impacts on growth will occur. 
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Farmlands 

According to the California Department of 
Conservation’s Farmland Mapping and Monitoring 
Program, there are no farmlands or vacant lands that 
are mapped as Prime Farmlands, Unique Farmlands, 
Farmlands of Statewide Importance, or Farmlands of 
Local Importance within the vicinity of the proposed 
project. In addition, there are no areas within the study 
area under Williamson Act contract. Therefore, the 
proposed project will have no effect on farmlands. 

Timberlands There are no timberlands within the project vicinity, 
therefore the project will have no effect on timberlands. 

 
 
Community Impacts 

Segment 1 of the project is located within the 
community of Baker, CA. The project will not physically 
divide an established community, result in an increase 
in population or induce growth, displace or relocate any 
residents, or create a greater demand for public 
services. Therefore, the project will have no community 
impacts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Environmental Justice 

EPA’s EJScreen identifies the community of Baker as 50 
percent low income with a per capita income of $35,811. 
The breakdown by race are as follows: 64 percent 
Hispanic, 32 percent White and 4 percent Asian. 14 
percent of households have limited English spoken, with 
the majority of those limited English households having 
only Spanish spoken. 

The proposed project mainly consists of routine 
pavement rehabilitation but will also add complete street 
elements such as bike lanes, crosswalks and sidewalks 
within the community of Baker. These elements will 
improve multi-model accessibility and provide benefit for 
the community. 

 
Additionally, no relocations will occur as a result of the 
proposed build alternative. Residents will not be exposed 
to new sources of environmental burden indicators such 
as air toxics or hazardous waste. 

 
The following text has been amended since the Draft 
Environmental Document: Based on the above 
discussion and analysis, the build alternative will not 
cause disproportionately high and adverse effects on 
any minority or low-income populations in accordance 
with the provisions of EO 12898. No further 
environmental justice analysis is required. 
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Utilities/Emergency 
Services 

Two Southern California Edison (SCE) poles are 
expected to be relocated during construction but will be 
restored upon completion of relocation activities. No 
long-term impacts are anticipated. 
Improvements from the build alternative will enhance 
traffic circulation and could thereby reduce emergency 
response times. Because the build alternative does not 
propose any new land uses or housing, the project is not 
expected to increase the need for law enforcement and 
fire protection services. 

Traffic and 
Transportation/Pedestrian 
and Bicycle Facilities 

The proposed project will improve traffic operations in 
the project area and thus provide an operational benefit 
to transportation services in the area. Therefore, there 
will be no adverse impacts. 

 
 
Geology/Soils 

Topography in the area varies from rugged rocky low 
mountaintops, surrounded by gravel laden alluvial fans 
and aprons, to sand and clay deposits in flat valley 
areas. No impacts to geologic resources are expected 
as the project will maintain its original line grade and 
hydraulic capacity. 

 
 

 
Hydrology and Floodplain 

The following text has been amended since the Draft 
Environmental Document: Four printed FIRM (Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps) panels cover the project area. 
These are 06071C144H, 06071C1763H, 
06071C2300H, and 06071C2325H, all dated August 
2008.  All four panels depict a Zone A associated with 
Silver Lake. Zone A depicts areas with a 1% annual 
chance of flooding. Because detailed analyses are not 
performed for such areas; no depths or base flood 
elevations are shown within these zones. The project 
will not change the elevation, alignment or increase the 
fill of SR-127 in these areas, and it is not anticipated to 
result in a significant floodplain encroachment, as 
defined in 23 CFR 650.105. Further coordination with 
San Bernardino County Flood Control District (SBCFCD) 
will occur in the next phase to determine permit 
requirements for work within the SBCFCD right of way 
and additional studies may be required.  

Paleontology It is expected that the project will result in no impacts to 
paleontological resources. 
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Air Quality 

The project is exempt from all emissions analysis per 
Table 1 of the Carbon Monoxide (CO) Protocol (Table 2 
of 40 CFR 93.126). Therefore, an air quality report was 
not needed. 

Noise This is a Type III project under 23 CFR 772.7. A noise 
study was not needed. 

 
NOAA Fisheries 

This project is located outside of NOAA Fisheries 
Service jurisdiction; therefore, a NOAA species list is 
not required and no effects to NOAA species are 
anticipated. 

 
 
Section 4(f) 

There are no historic sites, parks and recreational 
resources, wildlife or waterfowl refuges, which meet the 
definition of a Section 4(f) resource, within the project 
vicinity. Therefore, this project is not subject to the 
provisions of Section 4(f) of the Department of 
Transportation Act of 1966. 
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2.2 RESOURCE TOPICS WARRANTING FURTHER ANALYSIS 

2.2.1 Relocations and Real Property Acquisitions 
Regulatory Setting 

The Department’s Relocation Assistance Program (RAP) is based on the Federal Uniform 
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended 
(Uniform Act) and Title 49 CFR Part 24. The purpose of the RAP is to ensure that persons 
displaced as a result of a transportation project are treated fairly, consistently, and 
equitably so that such persons will not suffer disproportionate injuries as a result of 
projects designed for the benefit of the public as a whole. 

All relocation services and benefits are administered without regard to race, color, national 
origin, disabilities, religion, age, or sex. Please see Appendix B for a copy of the 
Department’s Title VI Policy Statement. 

Affected Environment 

Currently, SR-127 consists of a two-lane asphalt concrete conventional highway with one 
lane in each direction. The existing lanes are 12 ft wide, with 1-ft-wide shoulders. The 
portion of SR-127 that is the focus of the proposed project is within the community of 
Baker and is on land that is under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM). The existing highway is within an easement and the State has prescriptive rights. 
The proposed project will require an additional right of way from BLM in segment 2 from 
PM 10.5/37.7. Coordination with BLM is anticipated to occur after approval of the 
environmental document (see Table 1-1, above). The additional right-of-way, will extend 
from both sides of the existing edge of pavement. A 50-ft easement, from centerline in 
both directions, of undeveloped BLM land is anticipated for right-of-way acquisition. Private 
property impacts would require easements or acquisitions from up to 25-ft from the 
centerline in both directions. 

Table 2-2: Right-of-Way (ROW) Requirements 
 

Agency/Owner Location/APN Type Acreage 
(SQFT) 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
(BLM) 

PM 0.9-3.0, 10- 
19.11, 19.7-37.7. 

Acquired 
Via 
Transfer 

15,480,347.11 

STATE LANDS COMMISSION 
(SLC) 

PM 19.1-19.67 Acquired 
Via 
Transfer 

286,531.00 

SAN BERNARDINO CO FLOOD 
CONTROL DIST 

54431125 Fee 5,650.00 

DABOUR, LARRY 54431127 Fee 12,968.00 

ANDERSON, JAMES STEPHEN 54428109 Fee 949.97 
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DABOUR, LARRY L 54428108 Fee 3,143.74 

JENKINS, JESSIE RAY 54428106 Fee 4,003.18 

AUJLA, GURVINDER SINGH 54428104 Fee 8,387.15 

BAKER VALLEY UNIFIED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 

54429101 Fee 49,731.27 

ROMO, RODIMIRO 54430128 Fee 1,185.00 

ROMO, RODIMIRO 54430128 TCE 9 

BAKER VALLEY UNIFIED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 

54430103 Fee 3,399.91 

PATRICIA V MCKEN 54428140 Fee 20,234.41 

PATRICIA V MCKEN 54428140 TCE 11,134.46 

ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP 
& SAN BERNARDINO 

54430120 Fee 1,874.00 

CLARK LOIS-EST, OF, 
CLARK, GARY RALPH 

54430116 Fee 1,250.00 

PRICE, ANN L 54430101 Fee 1,250.00 

MACIAS-LOPEZ, TEOFILO F 54430138 Fee 1,996.00 

 
Environmental Consequences 

BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

All of the land involved in Segment 2 is undeveloped and vacant; it does not contain 
structures. Additionally, no residents or businesses will need to be relocated as a result of 
implementing the Build Alternative. Because the existing highway is within an easement, 
the Build Alternative will require a Government Parcel Highway Easement and Letter of 
Concurrence from BLM. 

NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

No communities, households, or businesses will be displaced under the No-Build 
Alternative. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

No measures are required. 
 
2.2.2 Visual/Aesthetics 
Regulatory Setting 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, establishes that the 
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federal government use all practicable means to ensure all Americans safe, healthful, 
productive, and aesthetically (emphasis added) and culturally pleasing surroundings (42 
United States Code [USC] 4331[b][2]). To further emphasize this point, the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA), in its implementation of NEPA (23 USC 109[h]), directs 
that final decisions on projects are to be made in the best overall public interest taking into 
account adverse environmental impacts, including among others, the destruction or 
disruption of aesthetic values. 

Affected Environment 

Information on this section is based on the Visual Impact Assessment Memorandum (VIA 
Memo) (Caltrans 2024) and Draft Project Report (Caltrans 2024). 

The SR-127 corridor extends from the I-15 Separation in Baker. The work locations occur 
in a rural setting in San Bernardino County near the Mojave National Preserve and Death 
Valley National Park and the community of Baker. At the beginning of the route, there are 
developed land uses visible from the highway that are predominantly residential and public 
facility. After leaving the city and passing the airport the views are of natural desert 
landscape. This landscape includes expansive viewsheds of the Silurian valley and hills, 
distant mountain ranges, creosote scrubland, dry lake playas, seasonal streams, dunes, 
hills and, eventually, the underground Amargosa River and the Old Spanish National 
Historic Trail. 

Environmental Consequences 

BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

The tapered edges and shoulder backing on both sides of the highway, the ADA curb 
ramps and the shoulders to be used as bike lanes will require grading and potential 
vegetation removal. The visual quality/character of the corridor will become not change as 
most of the proposed visual changes will be within an area of existing intrusion and rural 
development in Baker. 

Vegetation removal will be a temporary visual impact because disturbed sites will be 
hydroseeded with a California native seed mix. There may be ornamental large shrubs or 
trees removed to construct the bike lanes. 

Temporary visual impacts/changes will occur during construction. The project is expected 
to require 220 working days. It is anticipated that the project will be staged to minimize 
impacts to existing traffic. Inside shoulders and medians could be used as temporary 
pavement for traffic movement and construction equipment throughout the work zone. 
Detailed staging plans and traffic handling plans will be developed in the design phase of 
the project. 

Due to the quantity of viewers experiencing the project, the viewer exposure is considered 
low. Due to the project occurring in a rural area on highway that is determined to be scenic 
route eligible, viewer sensitivity and response to the anticipated visual change is 
considered high. The ‘low’ change in visual resources combined with the ‘high’ viewer 
response to changes indicates the Project will cause a ‘low’ visual impact with the 
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inclusion of impact avoidance measures. 

NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

No construction activity will occur under the no-build alternative, therefore there will not be 
any adverse impacts on visual resources. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

VIS-1 Replace large shrubs and trees removed due to bike lane work at a 3:1 ratio. 

VIS-2 Avoid work under tree canopies to preserve existing trees. 

VIS-3 No equipment, material storage, or vehicles are allowed under tree dripline. 

VIS-4 Disturbed soil shall be seeded with a California native seed mix. 

VIS-5 Protect vegetation outside of grading limits and contractor use areas with temporary 
fencing. 

 
2.2.3 Cultural Resources 
Regulatory Setting 

The term “cultural resources,” as used in this document, refers to the “built environment” 
(e.g., structures, bridges, railroads, water conveyance systems, etc.), places of traditional 
or cultural importance, and archaeological sites (both prehistoric and historic), regardless 
of significance. Under federal law, cultural resources that meet certain criteria of 
significance are referred to by various terms including “historic properties,” “historic sites,” 
and “traditional cultural properties.” Laws and regulations dealing with cultural resources 
include: 

The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended, sets forth national 
policy and procedures for historic properties, defined as districts, sites, buildings, 
structures, and objects included in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP). Section 106 of the NHPA requires federal agencies to take into account 
the effects of their undertakings on historic properties and to allow the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation (ACHP) the opportunity to comment on those undertakings, following 
regulations issued by the ACHP (36 CFR 800). On January 1, 2014, the First Amended 
Section 106 Programmatic Agreement (PA) among the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA), the ACHP, the California State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), and the 
Department went into effect for Department projects, both state and local, with FHWA 
involvement. The PA implements the ACHP’s regulations, 36 CFR 800, streamlining the 
Section 106 process and delegating certain responsibilities to the Department. The 
FHWA’s responsibilities under the PA have been assigned to the Department as part of 
the Surface Transportation Project Delivery Program (23 United States Code [USC] 327). 

Historic properties may also be covered under Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of 
Transportation Act, which regulates the “use” of land from historic properties (in Section 
4(f) terminology—historic sites). 
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Affected Environment 

Information from this section was drawn from the Historic Property Survey Report (HPSR) 
(Caltrans 2024), which included an Archaeological Survey Report (ASR) (Caltrans 2024). 

AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECT 

The Area of Potential Effects (APE) for the proposed project was established in 
consultation with Dicken Everson, Principal Investigator Prehistoric and Historic 
Archaeology, and Samer Georges, Caltrans Project Manager, on February 7, 2024 and 
revised June 18, 2024. The APE map is in Attachment A of the HPSR. The APE was 
established to encompass the maximum extent of ground disturbance to include the Area 
of Direct Impact (ADI) and potential right of way acquisition for small temporary 
construction easements (TCEs) and acquisitions from the edge of pavement for both east 
and west bound on SR-127. 

SUMMARY OF IDENTIFICATION EFFORTS 

A Caltrans Cultural Resource Database (CCRD) records search was conducted to identify 
known resources within or adjacent to the APE limits. Additional sources consulted during 
the records search included the National Historic Landmark, Caltrans Historic Bridge 
Inventory, California Historical Landmarks and Caltrans As-Built files. 

The cultural resources records search documented 43 archaeological resources, 
comprising 41 prehistoric or historic archaeological sites, two bridges, and one historic 
trail. 

None of the resources identified in or near the APE required NRHP eligibility evaluation or 
required any measures toward avoidance or protection. Pursuant to Section 106 PA 
Stipulation IX.A, Caltrans made a determination of a Finding of No Historic Properties 
Affected for the undertaking. 

NATIVE AMERICAN CONSULTATION 

A letter was sent to the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) regarding the 
project requesting information on November 22, 2022. The NAHC responded in a letter on 
December 19, 2022, with a listing of recommended Native American contacts and a 
negative finding on the Sacred Land File. Letters requesting information about cultural 
resources or concerns regarding the project were sent on November 22, 2022, to Sarah 
Bliss from the 29 Palms Band of Mission Indians. Follow up attempts to contact were done 
on March 1, 2023 and May 8, 2023. No response was received to date. 

Environmental Consequences 

STUDY FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 

The Historic Property Survey Report (HPSR) concluded that no Historic Properties are 
present in the Area of Potential Effects, or there are properties within the Area of Potential 
Effects that are exempt from evaluation. 
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Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

CR-1 During construction, it is possible that previously undiscovered cultural resources 
could be encountered by construction activities. If cultural materials are discovered during 
construction, all earthmoving activity within and around the immediate discovery area will 
be diverted until a qualified archaeologist can assess the nature and significance of the 
find. 

CR-2 In the event that human remains are found, the county coroner shall be notified and 
ALL construction activities within 60 feet of the discovery shall stop. Pursuant to Public 
Resources Code Section 5097.98, if the remains are thought to be Native American, the 
coroner will notify the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) who will then notify 
the Most Likely Descendent (MLD). The person who discovered the remains will contact 
the District 8 Division of Environmental Planning; Gabrielle Duff, DEBC: (909) 501-5142 
and Julie Scrivner, DNAC: (909) 260-8265. Further provisions of PRC 5097.98 are to be 
followed as applicable. 

 
2.2.4 Water Quality and Stormwater Runoff 
Regulatory Setting 

FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS: CLEAN WATER ACT 

In 1972, Congress amended the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, making the addition 
of pollutants to the waters of the United States (U.S.) from any point source1 unlawful 
unless the discharge is in compliance with a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) permit. This act and its amendments are known today as the Clean 
Water Act (CWA). Congress has amended the act several times. In the 1987 
amendments, Congress directed dischargers of storm water from municipal and 
industrial/construction point sources to comply with the NPDES permit scheme. The 
following are important CWA sections: 

 Sections 303 and 304 require states to issue water quality standards, criteria, and 
guidelines. 

 Section 401 requires an applicant for a federal license or permit to conduct any activity 
that may result in a discharge to waters of the U.S. to obtain certification from the state 
that the discharge will comply with other provisions of the act. This is most frequently 
required in tandem with a Section 404 permit request (see below). 

 Section 402 establishes the NPDES, a permitting system for the discharges (except for 
dredge or fill material) of any pollutant into waters of the U.S. Regional Water Quality 
Control Boards (RWQCBs) administer this permitting program in California. Section 402(p) 
requires permits for discharges of storm water from industrial/construction and municipal 
separate storm sewer systems (MS4s). 
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 Section 404 establishes a permit program for the discharge of dredge or fill material into 
waters of the U.S. This permit program is administered by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE). 

The goal of the CWA is “to restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and biological 
integrity of the Nation’s waters.” 

The USACE issues two types of 404 permits: General and Individual. There are two types 
of General permits: Regional and Nationwide. Regional permits are issued for a general 
category of activities when they are similar in nature and cause minimal environmental 
effect. Nationwide permits are issued to allow a variety of minor project activities with no 
more than minimal effects. 

Ordinarily, projects that do not meet the criteria for a Regional or Nationwide Permit may 
be permitted under one of the USACE’s Individual permits. There are two types of 
Individual permits: Standard permits and Letters of Permission. For Individual permits, the 
USACE decision to approve is based on compliance with U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (U.S. EPA) Section 404 (b)(1) Guidelines (40 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 
Part 230), and whether the permit approval is in the public interest. The Section 404(b)(1) 
Guidelines were developed by the U.S. EPA in conjunction with the USACE, and allow the 
discharge of dredged or fill material into the aquatic system (waters of the U.S.) only if 
there is no practicable alternative which will have less adverse effects. The Guidelines 
state that the USACE may not issue a permit if there is a least environmentally damaging 
practicable alternative (LEDPA) to the proposed discharge that will have lesser effects on 
waters of the U.S. and not have any other significant adverse environmental 
consequences. According to the Guidelines, documentation is needed that a sequence of 
avoidance, minimization, and compensation measures has been followed, in that order. 
The Guidelines also restrict permitting activities that violate water quality or toxic effluent 
standards, jeopardize the continued existence of listed species, violate marine sanctuary 
protections, or cause “significant degradation” to waters of the U.S. In addition, every 
permit from the USACE, even if not subject to the Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines, must meet 
general requirements. See 33 CFR 320.4. A discussion Build Alternative impacts is 
included in the Wetlands and Other Waters section. 

STATE REQUIREMENTS: PORTER-COLOGNE WATER QUALITY CONTROL ACT 

California’s Porter-Cologne Act, enacted in 1969, provides the legal basis for water quality 
regulation within California. This act requires a “Report of Waste Discharge” for any 
discharge of waste (liquid, solid, or gaseous) to land or surface waters that may impair 
beneficial uses for surface and/or groundwater of the state. It predates the CWA and 
regulates discharges to waters of the state. Waters of the state include more than just 
waters of the U.S., like groundwater and surface waters not considered waters of the U.S. 
Additionally, it prohibits discharges of “waste” as defined, and this definition is broader 
than the CWA definition of “pollutant.” Discharges under the Porter-Cologne Act are 
permitted by Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) and may be required even when the 
discharge is already permitted or exempt under the CWA. 

The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and RWQCBs are responsible for 
establishing the water quality standards (objectives and beneficial uses) required by the 
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CWA and regulating discharges to ensure compliance with the water quality standards. 
Details about water quality standards in a project area are included in the applicable 
RWQCB Basin Plan. In California, RWQCBs designate beneficial uses for all water body 
segments in their jurisdictions and then set criteria necessary to protect those uses. As a 
result, the water quality standards developed for particular water segments are based on 
the designated use and vary depending on that use. In addition, the SWRCB identifies 
waters failing to meet standards for specific pollutants. These waters are then state-listed 
in accordance with CWA Section 303(d). If a state determines that waters are impaired for 
one or more constituents and the standards cannot be met through point source or non- 
point source controls (NPDES permits or WDRs), the CWA requires the establishment of 
Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs). TMDLs specify allowable pollutant loads from all 
sources (point, non-point, and natural) for a given watershed. 

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD AND REGIONAL WATER QUALITY 
CONTROL BOARDS 

The SWRCB administers water rights, sets water pollution control policy, and issues water 
board orders on matters of statewide application, and oversees water quality functions 
throughout the state by approving Basin Plans, TMDLs, and NPDES permits. RWQCBs 
are responsible for protecting beneficial uses of water resources within their regional 
jurisdiction using planning, permitting, and enforcement authorities to meet this 
responsibility. 

• National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Program 

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4): Section 402(p) of the CWA requires the 
issuance of NPDES permits for five categories of storm water discharges, including 
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s). An MS4 is defined as “any conveyance 
or system of conveyances (roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, 
curbs, gutters, ditches, human-made channels, and storm drains) owned or operated by a 
state, city, town, county, or other public body having jurisdiction over storm water, that is 
designed or used for collecting or conveying storm water.” The SWRCB has identified the 
Department as an owner/operator of an MS4 under federal regulations. The Department’s 
MS4 permit covers all Department rights-of-way, properties, facilities, and activities in the 
state. The SWRCB or the RWQCB issues NPDES permits for five years, and permit 
requirements remain active until a new permit has been adopted. 

The following text has been amended since the Draft Environmental Document: The 
Department’s MS4 Permit, NPDES No. CAS000003, SWRCB Order No. 2022-0033-
DWQ (adopted on June 22, 2022 and effective on January 1, 2023), has three basic 
requirements: 

1. The Department must comply with the requirements of the Construction General Permit 
and Caltrans NPDES Permit (see below); 

2. The Department must implement a year-round program in all parts of the state to 
effectively control storm water and non-storm water discharges; and 
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3. The Department storm water discharges must meet water quality standards through 
implementation of permanent and temporary (construction) Best Management Practices 
(BMPs), to the maximum extent practicable, and other measures as the SWRCB 
determines to be necessary to meet the water quality standards. 

To comply with the permit, the Department developed the statewide Storm Water 
Management Plan (SWMP) to address storm water pollution controls related to highway 
planning, design, construction, and maintenance activities throughout California. The 
SWMP assigns responsibilities within the Department for implementing storm water 
management procedures and practices as well as training, public education and 
participation, monitoring and research, program evaluation, and reporting activities. The 
SWMP describes the minimum procedures and practices the Department uses to reduce 
pollutants in storm water and non-storm water discharges. It outlines procedures and 
responsibilities for protecting water quality, including the selection and implementation of 
BMPs. The proposed project will be programmed to follow the guidelines and procedures 
outlined in the latest SWMP to address storm water runoff. 

• Construction General Permit 

The following text has been amended since the Draft Environmental Document: 
Construction General Permit, (CGP; NPDES No. CAS000002, SWRCB Order No. 2022-
0057-DWQ) was adopted September 8, 2022, and became effective on September 1, 2023. 
The permit regulates storm water discharges from construction sites that result in a 
Disturbed Soil Area (DSA) of one acre or greater, and/or are smaller sites that are part of a 
larger common plan of development. By law, all storm water discharges associated with 
construction activity where clearing, grading, and excavation result in soil disturbance of at 
least one acre must comply with the provisions of the General Construction Permit. 
Construction activity that results in soil disturbances of less than one acre is subject to this 
Construction General Permit if there is potential for significant water quality impairment 
resulting from the activity as determined by the RWQCB. Operators of regulated 
construction sites are required to develop Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plans 
(SWPPPs); to implement sediment, erosion, and pollution prevention control measures; and 
to obtain coverage under the Construction General Permit. 

The Construction General Permit separates projects into Risk Levels 1, 2, or 3. Risk levels 
are determined during the planning and design phases, and are based on potential erosion 
and transport to receiving waters. Requirements apply according to the Risk Level 
determined. For example, a Risk Level 3 (highest risk) project will require compulsory 
storm water runoff pH and turbidity monitoring, and before construction and after 
construction aquatic biological assessments during specified seasonal windows. 

For all projects subject to the permit, applicants are required to develop and implement an 
effective SWPPP. In accordance with the Department’s SWMP and Standard 
Specifications, a Water Pollution Control Program (WPCP) is necessary for projects with 
DSA less than one acre. 
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• Caltrans NPDES Permit 
(Order No. 2022-0033-DWQ, NPDES No. CAS 000003) regulates storm water discharges 
from, maintenance, operations and design from Caltrans properties, facilities and activities, 
and requires that the Caltrans construction program comply with the requirements of the 
"State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Order No. WQ 2022-0057-DWQ, 
NPDES No. CAS 000002 

• Section 401 Permitting 

Under Section 401 of the CWA, any project requiring a federal license or permit that may 
result in a discharge to a water of the U.S. must obtain a 401 Certification, which certifies 
that the project will be in compliance with state water quality standards. The most common 
federal permits triggering 401 Certification are CWA Section 404 permits issued by the 
USACE. The 401 permit certifications are obtained from the appropriate RWQCB, 
dependent on the project location, and are required before the USACE issues a 404 
permit. In some cases, the RWQCB may have specific concerns with discharges 
associated with a project. As a result, the RWQCB may issue a set of requirements known 
as WDRs under the State Water Code (Porter-Cologne Act) that define activities, such as 
the inclusion of specific features, effluent limitations, monitoring, and plan submittals that 
are to be implemented for protecting or benefiting water quality. WDRs can be issued to 
address both permanent and temporary discharges of a project. 

Affected Environment 

The primary sources used in the preparation of this section are the Hydraulics Memo 
(Caltrans 2024) and the Office of Stormwater Quality Memo (Caltrans 2024). 

The United States Geological Survey quad sheets (1:24000) used to determine the 
watersheds tributary to SR 127 within the project limits were: Baker, Sheep Creek Spring, 
Silurian Valley, and Saddle Peak Hills. Four printed FIRM (Flood Insurance Rate Maps) 
panels cover the project area. These are 06071C144H, 06071C1763H, 06071C2300H, 
and 06071C2325H, all dated August 2008. 

Environmental Consequences 

BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

Non-printed FEMA Panels encompass the adjacent area. Non-printed panels indicate that, 
in essence, each watercourse is considered Zone D – flood hazards undetermined, but 
possible. Since the proposed construction will not affect any water surface elevation, it is 
unlikely that a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) or Conditional Letter of Map Revision 
(CLOMR) will be necessary. 

This project is not located within an MS4 area, and it is not anticipated that the project will 
create water quality impacts because it will maintain the original line, grade, hydraulic 
capacity and original purpose of the facility. This project is not in a trash area. Therefore, 
the project does not require trash treatment or implementation of trash capture devices. 
Temporary staging area within the project limits will include Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) to address Job Site Management. 
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The following permits and documents will be required for the project: 

A. Caltrans NPDES Permit, Order 2022-0033-DWQ, NPDES No. CAS000003. 

B. NPDES General Permit, Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges of Storm 
Water Runoff Associated with Construction Activities (Order No.2022-0057-DWQ, 
NPDES No. CAS000002). 

C. Stormwater Water Data Report (SWDR): A SWDR will be developed during the 
design phase. The SWDR is a planning document prepared by the Project Engineer 
that documents stormwater design information associated with the project. It is used to 
document stormwater-related decisions to assure compliance throughout all phases of 
project delivery. 

D. During the construction phase, a project-specific Water Pollution Control Document 
(WPCD) will be developed by the contractor. The WPCD includes site maps(s) and 
identification of construction and contractor activities that could cause stormwater 
pollution. The following text has been amended since the Draft Environmental 
Document: Treatment Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be needed.  

Since the total Disturbed Soil Area (DSA) is less than one acre, the project will require a 
Water Pollution Control Plan (WPCP). However, if the project’s DSA and digouts result in 
one acre or more, the document must be a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP) which requires a “Notice of Intent” to be reported to the State Water Resources 
Control Board 30 days before the construction start date. The following text has been 
amended since the Draft Environmental Document: The project is not located in a 
Statewide Trash Generated Area (STGA). 

NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

Because no work will be conducted under this alternative, this alternative will not have any 
adverse impacts on water quality and storm water runoff. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

No avoidance, minimization, and/or mitigation measures required. 
 
2.2.5 Hazardous Waste/Materials 
Regulatory Setting 

Hazardous materials, including hazardous substances and wastes, are regulated by many 
federal laws. Statutes govern the generation, treatment, storage and disposal of 
hazardous materials, substances, and waste, and also the investigation and mitigation of 
waste releases, air and water quality, human health, and land use. 
The primary federal laws regulating hazardous wastes/materials are the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) of 1980 and the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) of 1976. The purpose of CERCLA, often 
referred to as “Superfund,” is to identify and clean up abandoned contaminated sites so that 
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public health and welfare are not compromised. The RCRA provides for “cradle to grave” 
regulation of hazardous waste generated by operating entities. Other federal laws include: 

• Community Environmental Response Facilitation Act (CERFA) of 1992 

• Clean Water Act 

• Clean Air Act 

• Safe Drinking Water Act 

• Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA) 

• Atomic Energy Act 

• Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) 

• Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) 

Section 121(d) of CERCLA requires that remedial action plans include consideration of 
more stringent state environmental “Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate 
Requirements” (ARARs). The 1990 National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution 
Contingency Plan (NCP) also requires compliance with ARARs during remedial actions 
and during removal actions to the extent practicable. As a result, state laws pertaining to 
hazardous waste management and cleanup of contamination are also pertinent. 

In addition to the acts listed above, Executive Order (EO) 12088, Federal Compliance with 
Pollution Control Standards, mandates that necessary actions be taken to prevent and 
control environmental pollution when federal activities or federal facilities are involved. 
Worker and public health and safety are key issues when addressing hazardous materials 
that may affect human health and the environment. Proper management and disposal of 
hazardous material is vital if it is found, disturbed, or generated during project construction. 

 
Affected Environment 

The information in this section was utilized from the Initial Site Assessment (ISA) Checklist 
(Caltrans 2024) prepared for this project. The California Department of Toxic Substances 
Control (DTSC) tracks and identifies sites with known or potential contamination through 
its EnviroStor database, and the SWRCB tracks and identifies sites that may affect 
groundwater through its GeoTracker database. 

Environmental Consequences 

BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

No sites were listed on the GeoTracker database or the EnviroStor database. 
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No hazardous waste concerns were identified for right of way acquisition. No underground 
storage tanks, surface tanks, sumps, ponds, drums, basins, transformers, or landfills were 
identified during the field inspection. Furthermore, no surface staining, oil sheen, odors, or 
vegetation damage as a result of contamination was detected. 

Following construction of the proposed project, operations are not expected to result in the 
creation of any new health hazards or expose people to potential new health hazards. The 
ISA Checklist completed for this project determined that the potential for hazardous waste 
involvement was “low risk.” 

Aerially deposited lead (ADL) from the historical use of leaded gasoline, exists along 
roadways throughout California. If encountered, soil with elevated concentrations of lead 
as a result of ADL on the state highway system right-of-way within the limits of the project 
will be managed under the July 1, 2016, ADL Agreement between Caltrans and the 
California Department of Toxic Substances Control. This ADL Agreement allows such 
soils to be safely reused within the project limits as long as all requirements of the ADL 
Agreement are met. 

NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

Under No-Build Alternative, the site will not be disturbed and no long-term effects involving 
hazardous materials will occur. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

HW-1 Earth Material Containing Lead – Requires a Lead Compliance Plan (LCP) for soil 
disturbance when lead concentrations are non-hazardous. 

HW-2 Treated Wood Waste Wood removed from guardrail, thrie beam barrier, or roadside 
sign is treated wood waste. Use if project will generate treated wood waste. 

HW-3 Residue contain lead from grinding or cold planning from paint and thermoplastic – 
Requires a Lead Compliance Plan (LCP). 

 
2.2.6 Biological Resources 

 
2.2.6.1 Natural Communities 

Regulatory Setting 

This section of the document discusses natural communities of concern. The focus of this 
section is on biological communities, not individual plant or animal species. This section 
also includes information on wildlife corridors and habitat fragmentation. Wildlife corridors 
are area of habitat used by wildlife for seasonal or daily migration. Habitat fragmentation 
involves the potential for dividing sensitive habitat and thereby lessening its biological 
value. 
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Habitat areas that have been designated as critical habitat under the Federal Endangered 
Species Act are discussed below in the Threatened and Endangered Species section in 
Section 2.2.6.5. Wetlands and Other Waters are also discussed below in Section 2.2.6.2. 

Affected Environment 

The information in this section is based on the Natural Environmental Study-Minimal 
Impacts (NESMI) (Caltrans 2024). 

The Biological Study Area (BSA) encompasses the Project limits and a 300-ft buffer. The 
rationale behind the set back or buffer is to account for potential indirect project- related 
impacts (noise, vibrations, human presence, artificial lighting, water quality impacts etc.) as 
well as areas within the Project limits that will result in direct impacts (staging, work on 
paved roadway, shoulder backing, etc.) also known as the project impact area (PIA). 

Biological conditions within the BSA consist of primarily of creosote bush scrub (Larrea 
tridentata); roadway and shoulders comprise of disturbed/developed land. One (1) 
historical occurrence for habitats and natural communities of special concern occur within 
the respective USGS 7.5-minute quadrangles as described by the California Natural 
Diversity Database (CNDDB) occurrence report. However, no natural communities of 
special concern occur within the Biological Study Area. 

Environmental Consequences 

BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

Transportation facilities, particularly freeways and roadways, pose an inherent barrier to 
wildlife and habitat connectivity. The Project occurs on the existing State Route alignment 
and pose no risk of reducing or worsening existing levels of habitat connectivity. Local and 
regional wildlife movement is available throughout the Project limits. 

NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

Under the No-Build Alternative, no permanent impacts on natural vegetation communities 
of concern or animal movement/habitat fragmentation will occur. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

No avoidance, minimization, and/or mitigation measures required. 
 
2.2.6.2 Wetlands and Other Waters 

Regulatory Setting 

Wetlands and other waters are protected under a number of laws and regulations. At the 
federal level, the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, more commonly referred to as the 
Clean Water Act (CWA) (33 United States Code [USC] 1344), is the primary law regulating 
wetlands and surface waters. One purpose of the CWA is to regulate the discharge of 
dredged or fill material into waters of the U.S., including wetlands. Waters of the U.S. 
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include navigable waters, interstate waters, territorial seas, and other waters that may be 
used in interstate or foreign commerce. The lateral limits of jurisdiction over non-tidal water 
bodies extend to the ordinary high-water mark (OHWM), in the absence of adjacent 
wetlands. When adjacent wetlands are present, CWA jurisdiction extends beyond the 
OHWM to the limits of the adjacent wetlands. To classify wetlands for the purposes of the 
CWA, a three-parameter approach is used that includes the presence of hydrophytic 
(water-loving) vegetation, wetland hydrology, and hydric soils (soils formed during 
saturation/inundation). All three parameters must be present, under normal circumstances, 
for an area to be designated as a jurisdictional wetland under the CWA. 

Section 404 of the CWA establishes a regulatory program that provides that discharge of 
dredged or fill material cannot be permitted if a practicable alternative exists that is less 
damaging to the aquatic environment or if the nation’s waters will be significantly 
degraded. The Section 404 permit program is run by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) with oversight by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA). 

The USACE issues two types of 404 permits: General and Individual. There are two types 
of General permits: Regional and Nationwide. Regional permits are issued for a general 
category of activities when they are similar in nature and cause minimal environmental 
effect. Nationwide permits are issued to allow a variety of minor project activities with no 
more than minimal effects. 

Ordinarily, projects that do not meet the criteria for a Regional or Nationwide Permit may 
be permitted under one of USACE’s Individual permits. There are two types of Individual 
permits: Standard permits and Letters of Permission. For Individual permits, the USACE 
decision to approve is based on compliance with U.S. EPA’s Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines 
(40 CFR 230), and whether permit approval is in the public interest. The Section 404 (b)(1) 
Guidelines (Guidelines) were developed by the U.S. EPA in conjunction with the USACE, 
and allow the discharge of dredged or fill material into the aquatic system (waters of the 
U.S.) only if there is no practicable alternative which will have less adverse effects. The 
Guidelines state that the USACE may not issue a permit if there is a “least environmentally 
damaging practicable alternative” (LEDPA) to the proposed discharge that will have lesser 
effects on waters of the U.S., and not have any other significant adverse environmental 
consequences. 

The Executive Order for the Protection of Wetlands (EO 11990) also regulates the 
activities of federal agencies regarding wetlands. Essentially, EO 11990 states that a 
federal agency, such as FHWA and/or the Department, as assigned, cannot undertake or 
provide assistance for new construction located in wetlands unless the head of the agency 
finds: (1) that there is no practicable alternative to the construction and (2) the proposed 
project includes all practicable measures to minimize harm. A Wetlands Only Practicable 
Finding must be made. 

The Regional Water Quality Control Boards (RWQCBs) were established under the Porter- 
Cologne Water Quality Control Act to oversee water quality. Discharges under the Porter- 
Cologne Act are permitted by Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) and may be 
required even when the discharge is already permitted or exempt under the CWA. In 
compliance with Section 401 of the CWA, the RWQCBs also issue water quality 
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certifications for activities which may result in a discharge to waters of the U.S. This is 
most frequently required in tandem with a Section 404 permit request. 

Affected Environment 

The information in this section is based on the NESMI (Caltrans 2024). The United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Web 
Soil Survey Geographic Information System was queried for a report on all soil series 
classifications within the BSA. The USFWS National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) Wetlands 
Mapper was queried for a review of potential jurisdictional water features and their 
classifications within the BSA. 

The National Wetland Index identifies potential and/or known jurisdictional features in the 
BSA in the form of intermittent and ephemeral channels. The BSA contains numerous 
jurisdictional waters in the form of ephemeral drainages. However, no soils within the 
BSA/PIA are identified as hydric soils (NRCS Web Soil Survey 2024), and no defined 
channels, beds, or banks occur within the PIA. Project impacts will be limited to the 
existing roadway and shoulders. Therefore, the Project will not impact jurisdictional water 
features (Waters of the State/Waters of the U.S.). 

Environmental Consequences 

BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

The Project will not require in channel work or work within other aquatic features, divert or 
obstruct the natural flow of any river, stream, or lake; discharge dredge or fill material into 
and river, stream, or lake, or adversely modify the bed, bank or channel of any river, 
stream, or lake; and will therefore not require Federal regulatory permits which include 
USACE 404 Nationwide, and RWQCB 401. Caltrans standard best management practices 
(BMPs), the BMPs in the anticipated Water Pollution Control Plan (WPCP), and 2023 
Standard Specifications (or latest version) shall be implemented to minimize potential 
indirect water quality impacts during construction. The following text has been amended 
since the Draft Environmental Document: Caltrans will avoid shoulder backing within 150ft 
of ephemeral streams.  
 
NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

If this project is not constructed, project-related impacts on federal and state jurisdictional 
waters and wetlands will not occur. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

No avoidance, minimization, and/or mitigation measures required. 
 
2.2.6.3 Plant Species 

Regulatory Setting 
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is responsible for the protection of federally 
listed special-status plant species. “Special-status” species are selected for protection 
because they are rare and/or subject to population and habitat declines. “Special status” is 
a general term for species that are provided varying levels of regulatory protection. The 
highest level of protection is given to threatened and endangered species; these are 
species that are formally listed or proposed for listing as endangered or threatened under 
the Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA). Please see the Threatened and Endangered 
Species section in this document for detailed information about these species (Section 
2.2.6.5). 

This section of the document discusses all federally protected special-status plant species, 
including USFWS candidate species. 

The regulatory requirements for FESA can be found at 16 USC, Section 1531, et seq. See 
also 50 CFR Part 402. 

Affected Environment 

The information in this section is based on the NESMI (Caltrans 2024). 

The CDFW California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), Biogeographic Information 
and Observation System (BIOS) California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Geographic 
Information System was queried for special-status plant species known to occur within the 
Ibex Pass, Saddle Peak Hills, Sheep Creek Spring, Silurian Lake, Silurian Valley, North of 
Baker, and Baker, California 7.5-minute United States Geological Survey (USGS) 
quadrangle maps. 

Special Status Plant Species 

Spring-loving Centaury (Centaurium namophilum) is a rare federally listed threatened 
annual flowering herb, endemic to the Amargosa Valley in Nevada, and endemic to Ash 
Meadows, directly east of Death Valley National Park. It was identified as a special-status 
plant species that has the potential to have suitable habitat within the BSA. 

Environmental Consequences 

BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

The pavement overlay and 3’ shoulder backing will remain confined to within the graded, 
maintained shoulder and roadway. The roadway shoulder is subject to routine 
maintenance and grading, and thus predominantly void of vegetation. Further, the Project 
will not impact areas of saltgrass meadow, springs, seeps, or streams. 

Therefore, the Project will not impact Spring-loving Centaury as the PIA lacks suitable 
habitat and does not support this species. The Project will result in No Effect to the Spring- 
loving Centaury. 

The project impact area primarily consists of the paved travelled way and previously 
disturbed and maintained areas with compacted or barren soils or areas dominated by 
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non-native ruderal species. No take of federally listed or proposed plants will occur with 
implementation of the Build Alternative. 

NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

No construction activities will be undertaken, and no effects will occur to plant species. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Bio-General-1: Equipment Staging, Storing & Borrow Sites 

All equipment staging, storing, and borrow sites require the approval of the Caltrans 
biologist. 

 
2.2.6.4 Animal Species 

Regulatory Setting 

Many federal laws regulate impacts to wildlife. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries Service) are responsible for implementing these laws. 
This section discusses potential impacts and permit requirements associated with animals 
not listed or proposed for listing under the federal Endangered Species Act. 

Species listed or proposed for listing are discussed in the Threatened or Endangered 
Species section (Section 2.2.6.5). All other federally protected special-status animal 
species are discussed here, including USFWS or NOAA Fisheries Service candidate 
species. 

Federal laws and regulations relevant to wildlife include the following: 

• National Environmental Policy Act 

• Migratory Bird Treaty Act 

• Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act 

 
Affected Environment 

The information in this section is based on the NESMI (Caltrans 2024). 

Caltrans obtained a USFWS official species list from the IPaC database on March 27, 
2024. CNDDB was also queried to show potential and historical occurrences of rare plant 
and animals species within the state. The table below shows the list of potentially impacted 
species. 



  

Table 2-3: Listed, Proposed Species, Natural Communities, and Critical Habitat Potentially Occurring or Known to Occur in 
the Project Area. 

 
 
 
 
Common Name 

 
 
 
Scientific Name 

 
 
 
Status 

 
General Habitat 
Description 

 
Habitat 
Present/ 
Absent 

 
 
 
Rationale 

Plants 
Spring-loving Centaury Centaurium 

namophilum 
FT Found in chaparral 

(openings); cismontane 
woodland; coastal scrub; 
playas; valley and foothill 
grassland; vernal pool; 
and wetland habitats but is 
typically associated with 
annual grassland and 
vernal pools. Often 
surrounded by shrubland 
habitats in openings on 
clay soils at 15-1,030 
meters (~49-3,379 feet) in 
elevation. 

A The BSA does not contain 
suitable habitat capable of 
supporting this species. 

   Bloom Period: March to 
June 

  

Invertebrates 
Crotch bumble bee Bombus crotchii SCE Inhabits coastal California, 

east to the Sierra-Cascade 
crest, and south into 
Mexico. Food preferece 
includes Antirrhinum, 
Phacelia, Clarkia, 
Dendromecon, 
Eschscholzia, and 
Eriogonum species. 

A The BSA does not contain 
suitable coastal scrub or 
grassland habitats capable of 
supporting this species. 

monarch - California Danaus plexippus FC Milkweed is required for A The BSA does not contain 
overwintering population pop. 1  monarch habitat for egg  suitable habitat capable of 

   laying and to provide food 
for larvae. The species 
ranges from South 

 supporting this species. 
Furthermore, the Caltrans 



  

 

 
 
 
Common Name 

 
 
 
Scientific Name 

 
 
 
Status 

 
General Habitat 
Description 

 
Habitat 
Present/ 
Absent 

 
 
 
Rationale 

   America to Canada and 
overwintering populations 
are found in Mexico, 
California, Arizona, and 
along the US East Coast. 
They require access to 
streams, plenty of sunlight, 
and appropriate roosting 
vegetation that is relatively 
free from predators. While 
breeding, monarchs can 
be found in agricultural 
fields, pastureland, prairie 
remnants, urban and 
suburban residential 
areas, gardens, trees, and 
roadsides. 

 Monarch Butterfly Habitat 
Suitability Model indicates the 
BSA is outside the species range. 

Fish 
Amargosa pupfish Cyprinodon 

nevadensis 
amargosae 

SSC Freshwater aquatic fish 
species; endemic to the 
Amargosa River basin; 
found in California and 
Nevada. 

A The Project will not impact the 
Amargosa River or aquatic 
resource within the Project 
region. 

Amargosa Canyon 
speckled dace 

Rhinichthys 
osculus ssp. 1 

SSC Found in aquatic, south 
coast flowing waters. 
Endemic to Los Angeles 
Basin south coastal 
streams. A habitat 
generalist that prefers 
sand-rubble-boulder 
bottoms, cool, clear water, 
and algae. 

A Perennial waters necessary for 
obligate-aquatic fish species, fish 
passage, and/or spawning habitat 
are absent from the BSA. 

Reptiles 
desert tortoise Gopherus 

agassizii 
FT. SE Occurs in almost every 

desert habitat. Inhabits 
Joshua tree woodland, 

HP The Project is within the home 
range of desert tortoise. 



  

 

 
 
 
Common Name 

 
 
 
Scientific Name 

 
 
 
Status 

 
General Habitat 
Description 

 
Habitat 
Present/ 
Absent 

 
 
 
Rationale 

   Mojavean desert scrub, 
and Sonoran Desert scrub 
habitats, and washes. 
Require friable soil for 
burrow and nest 
construction; creosote 
bush habitat with large 
annual wildflower blooms 
is preferred. 

  

Mojave fringe-toed lizard Uma scoparia SSC Mojave fringe-toed lizard 
(Uma scoparia) is a 
California Species of 
Special Concern, found in 
arid climates, commonly 
found in sand dunes within 
the Mojave Desert. This 
species is limited almost 
strictly to sandy dune 
habitat, and generally 
derives its water from 
arthropod and plant food. 

HP The BSA contains marginally 
suitable habitat. Mojave fringe- 
toed lizard requires sandy dune 
substrate for habitat, which is 
absent from the PIA. The PIA 
consists of the graded shoulder 
and roadway. 

Birds 
long-eared owl Asio otus SSC This species is found a 

variety of habitats 
including conifer, oak, 
riparian, pinyon-juniper, 
and desert woodland, or 
adjacent to meadows, 
grassland or shrublands. 

A The BSA does not contain 
suitable habitat capable of 
supporting this species. 

Golden eagle Aquila chrysaetos FP This species is generally a 
yearlong resident; but may 
also migrate to California 
for the winter. Golden 
eagles inhabit a variety of 
habitats including forests, 

A Suitable habitat is absent from 
the BSA; the probability of 
occurrence is very low. 



  

 

 
 
 
Common Name 

 
 
 
Scientific Name 

 
 
 
Status 

 
General Habitat 
Description 

 
Habitat 
Present/ 
Absent 

 
 
 
Rationale 

   canyons, shrub lands, 
grasslands, and oak 
woodlands. Breeding 
occurs between January 
and August, with nesting 
on steep cliffs or trees. 

  

southwestern willow 
flycatcher 

Empidonax traillii 
extimus 

FE, SE Occurs within riparian 
woodlands of Southern 
California. 

A The BSA does not contain 
suitable riparian habitat capable 
of supporting this species. 

bald eagle Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus 

SE, FP Requires large bodies of 
water, or free flowing 
rivers with abundant fish, 
and adjacent snags or 
other perches. Largest 
numbers occur at Big Bear 
Lake. 

A The BSA does not contain 
suitable abitat capable of 
supporting this species. 

Yellow-breasted chat Icteria virens SSC This species is a summer 
resident; it inhabits riparian 
forest, riparian scrub, and 
riparian woodland habitats. 
This species also inhabits 
riparian thickets of willow 
and other brushy tangles 
near watercourses. Nests 
in low, dense riparian, 
consisting of willow, 
blackberry, wild grape; 
forages and nests within 
10 ft of ground. 

A Suitable nesting and foraging 
habitat (e.g. forest/riparian forest) 
is absent from the BSA PIA. 

Vermillion flycatcher Pyrocephalus 
rubinus 

SSC This species inhabits 
marsh and swamp; 
riparian forest; riparian 
scrub; riparian woodland; 

A Suitable riparian habitat and 
vegetation is absent from the 
BSA; therefore, this species is 
considered absent from the PIA. 



  

 

 
 
 
Common Name 

 
 
 

Scientific Name 

 
 
 
Status 

 
General Habitat 
Description 

 
Habitat 
Present/ 
Absent 

 
 
 
Rationale 

   and wetland habitat types. 
Species nests in 
cottonwood, willow, 
mesquite, and other large 
desert riparian trees. 
During nesting, species 
inhabits desert riparian 
adjacent to irrigated fields, 
irrigation ditches, pastures, 
and other open, mesic 
areas. 

  

Mammals 
Pallid bat Antrozous pallidus SSC The pallid bat is a locally 

common species of low 
elevations in California. It 
occurs throughout 
California except for the 
high Sierra Nevada from 
Shasta to Kern cos., and 
the northwestern corner of 
the state from Del Norte 
and western Siskiyou cos. 
to northern 
Mendocino Co. A wide 
variety of habitats is 
occupied, including 
grasslands, shrublands, 
woodlands, and forests 
from sea level up through 
mixed conifer forests. The 
species is most 
common in open, dry 
habitats with rocky areas 

HP Potential habitat may be present 
in the Project region near the 
Amargosa River. CNDDB reflects 
a 2015 sighting near the 
Amargosa River. However, no 
suitable habitat occurs within the 
BSA or PIA; therefore, the 
likelihood of occurrence within the 
BSA is very low. 



  

 

 
 
 
Common Name 

 
 
 
Scientific Name 

 
 
 
Status 

 
General Habitat 
Description 

 
Habitat 
Present/ 
Absent 

 
 
 
Rationale 

   for roosting. A yearlong 
resident in most of 
the range. 

  

Townsend’s big-eared bat Corynorhinus 
townsendii 

SSC This species is found in all 
but subalpine and alpine 
habitats, and may be 
found at any season 
throughout its range. Once 
considered common, 
Townsend's big-eared 
bat now is considered 
uncommon in California. It 
is most abundant in mesic 
habitats. 

A Due to low probability of 
occurrence, lack of recent 
CNDDB sightings, and lack of 
adequate habitat 
roosting/foraging sites (e.g. 
mines, caves, trees, buildings 
rocky outcroppings, etc.) within 
the BSA, this species is 
considered absent from the PIA. 

Amargosa vole Microtus 
californicus 
scirpensis 

FE, SE This species inhabits 
marsh and swamp, 
riparian scrub, and 
wetland habitats. Known 
only from bulrush marshes 
along the Amargosa River. 
Burrows in soft soil; nests 
are constructed in the 
burrows. Creates runway 
system through grasses 
from burrow. 

A No marsh, riparian or scrub 
habitat is present within the PIA. 

Desert bighorn sheep Ovis canadensis 
nelson 

FP This species inhabits rocky 
slopes and cliffs, canyons, 
washes and alluvial fans. 
They prefer rugged and 
open habitat, and use their 
climbing abilities, 
vigilance, and excellent 
vision to detect and 

HP Although potential habitat is 
present within the Project 
surroundings, the BSA and PIA 
do not contain suitable areas for 
habitat, such as rocky 
outcroppings, cliffs, rugged open 
terrain, or water sources. Due to 
their elusiveness and aversion to 



  

 

 
 
 
Common Name 

 
 
 
Scientific Name 

 
 
 
Status 

 
General Habitat 
Description 

 
Habitat 
Present/ 
Absent 

 
 
 
Rationale 

   escape from predators. 
They are generalist 
herbivores and eat a wide 
variety of desert plants, 
including cacti. In summer, 
the distribution of desert 
bighorn sheep is often 
associated with scarce 
water sources. 

 humans, the likelihood of 
occurrence within the BSA is very 
low. 

 
Absent [A] - no habitat present and no further work needed. Critical Habitat [CH]- USFWS critical habitat is present. Habitat Present [HP] - habitat is or 
may be present. The species may be present. Species Present [SP] -The species is present. Status: Federal Endangered (FE); Federal Proposed 
Endangered (FPE); State Candidate Endangered (SCE); State Candidate Threatened (SCT); State Endangered (SE); State Watch List (WL); Fully 
Protected (FP); State Species of Special Concern (SSC); California Native Plant Society (CNPS): 1A- plants presumed extirpated in CA and either rare or 
extinct elsewhere, 1B- plants rare, threatened, or endangered in CA and elsewhere, 2A- plants presumed extirpated in CA, but more common elsewhere, 
2B- plants rare, threatened, or endangered in CA, but more common elsewhere, 3- plants about which more information is needed-CNPS review list, 4- 
plants of limited distribution. 
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Environmental Consequences 

BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

Special-Status Invertebrates 

The project limits do not contain suitable habitat to support Crotch bumble bee or Monarch 
butterfly in the form of milkweed, or flowering plants. The PIA comprises graded dirt 
shoulders and paved roadway. The surrounding habitat within the BSA consists of 
creosote bush scrub, absent of milkweed or other flowering plants to serve as potential 
host plants. Temporary impacts such as ground disturbance, and equipment staging will 
occur. Permanent impacts will be confined within the paved roadway. Due to minor ground 
disturbance associated and lack of suitable host plants, Monarch butterfly and Crotch 
bumble bee are considered absent from the PIA and have low potential to occur on site. 
The Project is determined to have No Take of Crotch bumble bee and No Effect to 
Monarch butterfly. 

Special-Status Reptiles 

The Project is within the home range of desert tortoise. The PIA does not feature physical 
or biological features or suitable habitat for burrowing, foraging, or sheltering; nor does the 
PIA does not contain water features or vegetation to support foraging or burrowing. No 
federally designated critical habitat for the desert tortoise occurs within the Project limits. 
Further discussion on impacts to the desert tortoise can be found at section 2.2.6.5. 
Threatened and Endangered Species, below. 

Mojave fringe toed lizard is deemed absent from the sight, given its habitat requirements 
for sandy dune substrate, which is absent from the PIA. 

Special-Status Birds 

No listed avian species are considered present; or have potential to occur within the 
project limits. No suitable southwestern willow flycatcher habitat occurs within the BSA. 
The Project comprises primarily of creosote bush scrub within the Mojave Desert and does 
not contain suitable riparian habitat to support this species. 

Southwestern willow flycatcher is thus deemed absent from the BSA. Likewise, due to lack 
of adequate nesting or foraging opportunities, there is minimal probability for Fully 
Protected or Special Status avian species to occur within the work limits, as identified in 
the literature review. Direct and indirect impacts to Migratory Bird Treaty Act and FGC 
(3503-3503.5) protected birds will be avoided. Therefore, the Project will not “take” 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act and FGC protected birds. 

Special-Status Fish 

Literature review identifies two special status fish species: (1) Amargosa Canyon speckled 
dace (Rhinichthys osculus); and (2) Amargosa pupfish (Cyrinodon nevadensis 
amargosae), within the Project region. However, the Project does not involve work within 
ephemeral channels, rivers, streams, or aquatic habitat capable of supporting fish species. 
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Fish species or suitable habitat are absent from the construction limits (PIA) and therefore 
omitted from further discussion. 

Special-Status Mammals 

There is no federally designated critical habitat for mammal species in the BSA. 

No suitable habitat occurs within the PIA to support Amargosa vole. This species is 
considered absent from the PIA, as it requires denser shrub and forest coverage and 
friable soils for burrowing. The Project will result in No Effect to Amargosa vole. 

There are no caves, mines, tunnels, buildings or other structures to support bat species or 
roosting. Therefore, bat species, including Townsend’s bat and Pallid bat are thus 
considered absent from the PIA, and the probability of their occurrence is low. There is 
very low potential for desert bighorn sheep to occur, given their preference for rocky, open 
habitat, elusive nature, and aversion to humans. This species is considered absent from 
the PIA. The Project will result in No Take of Pallid bat, Townsend’s big- eared bat, or 
desert bighorn sheep. 

NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

No construction activities will occur under the No-Build Alternative, and no effects will 
occur. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Bio-General-1: Equipment Staging, Storing & Borrow Sites 

All equipment staging, storing, and borrow sites require the approval of the Caltrans 
biologist. 

Bio-General-2: Temporary Artificial Lighting Restrictions 

Artificial lighting must be directed at the work site to minimize light spillover outside of the 
construction footprint if project activities occur at night. 

Bio-General-7: Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) 

A qualified biologist must present a biological resource information program/WEAP prior to 
project activities to all personnel that will be present within the project limits for longer than 
30 minutes at any given time. 

Bio-General-8: Biological Monitor 

A qualified biologist must monitor project activities daily to ensure measures are being 
implemented and documented. 
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Bio-General-12: Animal Entrapment 
 
To prevent inadvertent entrapment of special status reptile species during project activities, 
all excavated steep-walled holes or trenches more than 12 inches in depth must be covered 
at the close of each working day by plywood (or similar material) or provided with one or more 
escape ramps constructed of earth fill or wooden planks. At the beginning of each working 
day, all such holes or trenches must be inspected to ensure no animals have been trapped 
during the previous night. Before such holes or trenches are filled, they must be thoroughly 
inspected for trapped animals. Trapped animals must be released by the qualified biologist. 

 
2.2.6.5 Threatened and Endangered Species 

Regulatory Setting 

The primary federal law protecting threatened and endangered species is the Federal 
Endangered Species Act (FESA): 16 USC Section 1531, et seq. See also 50 CFR Part 
402. This act and later amendments provide for the conservation of endangered and 
threatened species and the ecosystems upon which they depend. Under Section 7 of this 
act, federal agencies, such as the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) (and the 
Department, as assigned), are required to consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries Service) to ensure that they are not undertaking, 
funding, permitting, or authorizing actions likely to jeopardize the continued existence of 
listed species or destroy or adversely modify designated critical habitat. 

Critical habitat is defined as geographic locations critical to the existence of a threatened 
or endangered species. The outcome of consultation under Section 7 may include a 
Biological Opinion with an Incidental Take statement or a Letter of Concurrence. Section 3 
of FESA defines take as “harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture or 
collect or any attempt at such conduct.” 

Another federal law, the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act of 
1976, was established to conserve and manage fishery resources found off the coast, as 
well as anadromous species and Continental Shelf fishery resources of the United States, 
by exercising (A) sovereign rights for the purposes of exploring, exploiting, conserving, and 
managing all fish within the exclusive economic zone established by Presidential 
Proclamation 5030, dated March 10, 1983, and (B) exclusive fishery management 
authority beyond the exclusive economic zone over such anadromous species, 
Continental Shelf fishery resources, and fishery resources in special areas. 

Affected Environment 

The information in this section is based on the NESMI (Caltrans 2024). 

Desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizii) is a federally threatened, State-threatened species, 
found throughout the Mojave Desert, and parts of Arizona, Colorado, Nevada and Utah. 
The Project is within the home range of desert tortoise. The CNDDB shows a lack of 
recent reported sightings for special status reptiles along SR-127, as no CNDDB sightings 
are reported along SR-127 for desert tortoise (CNDDB 2024). Based on the Data Basin 
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distribution model, Desert tortoise has minimal potential or probability to occur within the 
Project limits along SR-127 (www.databasin.org/maps). The PIA does not feature physical 
or biological features or suitable habitat for burrowing, foraging, or sheltering; nor does the 
PIA does not contain water features or vegetation to support foraging or burrowing. No 
federally designated critical habitat occurs within the Project limits. 

Environmental Consequences 

BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

The PIA primarily consists of the paved travel way and previously disturbed and 
maintained areas with compacted or barren soils and are areas dominated by non- native 
ruderal species, conditions not favorable for the desert tortoise. Temporary impacts such 
as ground disturbance, and equipment staging will occur. Permanent impacts will be 
confined within the paved roadway. 

Based on the Project location within the Mojave Desert, minimally invasive work, and 
temporal and transient nature of work involved, and lack of recent CNDDB sighting, there 
is a low likelihood of occurrence within the PIA. However, the Project is within the home 
range of desert tortoise. Pursuant to Section 7(a)(2) of the Federal Endangered Species 
Act, Caltrans has determined the proposed Project May Affect and is Likely to Adversely 
Affect federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizii).  

The following text has been amended since the Draft Environmental Document: On June 
24, 2024, Caltrans provided USFWS with the NESMI prepared for the project to request 
concurrence that the project be covered under the Programmatic Biological Opinion (PBO) 
for Routine Highway Improvement, Maintenance Activities, and Safety Projects (8-8-10-F-
59) and on August 20, 2024, USFWS issued concurrence with the PBO. 

  Therefore, Caltrans determined the Project May Affect and is Likely to Adversely Affect 
desert tortoise pursuant to the Federal Endangered Species Act. 

Federal critical habitat is not present within the BSA. The Project will not impact federally 
designated critical habitat for desert tortoise. The following text has been amended since 
the Draft Environmental Document: Additionally, with the exception of desert tortoise, the 
project will have “no effect” to species or their critical habitats as listed above in Table 2-3. 

NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

No construction activities will occur under the No-Build Alternative, and no effects will 
occur. 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Bio-General-1: Equipment Staging, Storing & Borrow Sites 

All equipment staging, storing, and borrow sites require the approval of the Caltrans 
biologist. 

Bio-General-7: Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) 

http://www.databasin.org/maps)
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A qualified biologist must present a biological resource information program/WEAP prior to 
project activities to all personnel that will be present within the project limits for longer than 
30 minutes at any given time. 

Bio-General-8: Biological Monitor 
A qualified biologist must monitor project activities daily to ensure measures are being 
implemented and documented. 

Bio-General-12: Animal Entrapment 

To prevent inadvertent entrapment of special status reptile species during project 
activities, all excavated steep-walled holes or trenches more than 12 inches in depth must 
be covered at the close of each working day by plywood (or similar material) or provided 
with one or more escape ramps constructed of earth fill or wooden planks. At the 
beginning of each working day, all such holes or trenches must be inspected to ensure no 
animals have been trapped during the previous night. Before such holes or trenches are 
filled, they must be thoroughly inspected for trapped animals. Trapped animals must be 
released by the qualified biologist. 

 
2.2.6.6 Invasive Species 

Regulatory Setting 

On February 3, 1999, President William J. Clinton signed Executive Order (EO) 13112 
requiring federal agencies to combat the introduction or spread of invasive species in the 
United States. The order defines invasive species as “any species, including its seeds, 
eggs, spores, or other biological material capable of propagating that species, that is not 
native to that ecosystem whose introduction does or is likely to cause economic or 
environmental harm or harm to human health." Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
guidance issued August 10, 1999 directs the use of the State’s invasive species list, 
maintained by the Invasive Species Council of California to define the invasive plants that 
must be considered as part of the NEPA analysis for a proposed project. 

Affected Environment 

The information in this section is based on the NESMI (Caltrans 2024). 

Environmental Consequences 

The PIA primarily consists of the paved travelled way and previously disturbed and 
maintained areas with compacted or barren soils or areas dominated by nonnative ruderal 
species. The roadway shoulder is subject to routine maintenance and grading, and is 
predominantly void of vegetation. 

Under the EO, federal agencies cannot authorize, fund, or carry out actions that it believes 
are likely to cause or promote the introduction or spread of invasive species in the United 
States or elsewhere unless all reasonable measures to minimize risk of harm have been 
analyzed and considered. 
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Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

No avoidance, minimization, and/or mitigation measures required. 
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2.3 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 
Regulatory Setting 

Cumulative impacts are those that result from past, present, and reasonably foreseeable 
future actions, combined with the potential impacts of the proposed project. A cumulative 
effect assessment looks at the collective impacts posed by individual land use plans and 
projects. Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor but collectively substantial 
impacts taking place over a period of time. Cumulative impacts to resources in the project 
area may result from residential, commercial, industrial, and highway development, as well 
as from agricultural development and the conversion to more intensive agricultural 
cultivation. These land use activities can degrade habitat and species diversity through 
consequences such as displacement and fragmentation of habitats and populations, 
alteration of hydrology, contamination, erosion, sedimentation, disruption of migration 
corridors, changes in water quality, and introduction or promotion of predators. They can 
also contribute to potential community impacts identified for the project, such as changes 
in community character, traffic patterns, housing availability, and employment. A definition 
of cumulative impacts under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) can be found 
in 40 CFR Section 1508.7. 

Methodology 

Caltrans, in conjunction with FHWA and the U.S. EPA, developed a guidance document 
titled Guidance for Preparers of Cumulative Impact Analysis (2005). The following is based 
on the referenced guidance. 

As specified in the guidance, if a proposed project will not cause direct or indirect impacts 
on a resource, it will not contribute to a cumulative impact on that resource and 
accordingly need not be included in the evaluation of potential cumulative impacts. As 
discussed at the beginning of Chapter 2 or in the related sections of Chapter 2 of this 
Environmental Document, the proposed project will not result in direct or indirect impacts 
on the following resources; therefore, no discussion is provided for these resources in the 
evaluation of potential cumulative impacts. 

• Coastal Zone 

• Wild and Scenic Rivers 

• Parks and Recreation Facilities 

• Farmlands/Timberlands 

• Community Impacts 

• Visual/Aesthetics 

• Floodplains 

• Paleontological Resources 
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• Cultural Resources 

• Geology/Soils 

• Air Quality 

• Noise 

Resources Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts 

Segment 1 at PM L0.0 to 3.0 is located in and adjacent to the community of Baker, CA. 
There were no planned or reasonably foreseeable project improvements identified within 
the resource study area for the environmental resources evaluated for potential cumulative 
impacts. The San Bernardino County Countywide Plan did not identify planned projects 
near the project site (County of San Bernardino 2015). The Baker Community Plan and 
Guide, which provides a voice and future image of the community presented by the 
community members through outreach and engagement efforts, did not identify or list any 
specific future projects occurring within the community of Baker or within the outskirts of 
the vicinity of the proposed project. 

Previously, segments of SR-127 received multiple repairs or full lane replacements under 
emergency orders caused by storm events from August 2023 to September 2023. SR-127 
has also undergone routine or repair activities such as culvert upgrades, pavement 
rehabilitation, and shoulder widening. 

Because there are no current and reasonably foreseeable future actions or projects, there 
are no potential cumulative impacts. There are also no past project impacts that will 
contribute to cumulative impacts. 
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Chapter 3 Comments and Coordination 
 

Early and continuing coordination with the general public and appropriate public agencies 
is an essential part of the environmental process. It helps planners determine the scope of 
environmental documentation and the level of analysis required, and to identify potential 
impacts and avoidance, minimization, and/or mitigation measures and related 
environmental requirements. Agency consultation and public participation for this project 
have been accomplished through a variety of formal and informal methods, including 
Project Development Team (PDT) meetings, coordination with resource agencies, and 
Native American individuals and organizations. This chapter summarizes the results of 
Caltrans’ efforts to fully identify, address, and resolve project-related issues through early 
and continuing coordination. 

3.1 Consultation and Coordination with Public Agencies and 
Native American Tribes 

The following provides a summary of key meetings, correspondence, and/or coordination 
pertinent to the development of the project. 

 
3.1.1 Native American Tribes 

 
The NAHC was contacted on November 22, 2022 and was sent a letter and map depicting 
the project location. A Sacred Lands Data Files search and list of potentially interested 
Native American groups and individuals were requested. The NAHC responded in writing 
on December 19, 2022 and indicated a negative Sacred Land Files finding. A Letter 
describing the project area and maps indicating the project location were sent to Sarah 
Bliss at the 29 Palms Band of Mission Indians on November 22, 2022. Follow up attempts 
to contact the 29 Palms Band of Mission Indians occurred on March 1, 2023 and May 8, 
2023 with no response to date. 

 
3.1.2 U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
On June 24, 2024, Caltrans provided USFWS with the NESMI prepared for the project to 
request concurrence that the project be covered under the Programmatic Biological 
Opinion (PBO) for Routine Highway Improvement, Maintenance Activities, and Safety 
Projects (8-8-10-F-59). 

On March 27, 2024, the USFWS species list was requested and received from the 
USFWS. 

 
On August 20, 2024, USFWS issued concurrence with the PBO. 
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3.1.3 Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
 

Bureau of Land Management (Barstow) was contacted on March 24, 2024 and April 2, 
2024 to discuss cultural resources impacted from proposed project activities. A copy of the 
Historic Property Survey Report (HPSR) was sent on June 11, 2024 and a response was 
received on June 12, 2024 that the BLM will wait to review the document once the SF-299 
form was submitted. The SF-299 will be submitted by Caltrans during the ROW acquisition 
phase of the project. 

 
3.1.4 Public Participation 

 
The Draft Environmental Assessment was circulated and made available for public review 
and comment during the public review period. The Notice of Intent for the Draft 
Environmental Assessment was distributed to the federal, state, regional, and local 
agencies and elected officials, as well as interested groups, organizations and individuals, 
as listed in Chapter 5, Distribution List. 
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3.2 Response to Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Letter A – San Bernardino County Dept. of Public Works 

 

 

 

 
 
Response to Comment A-1:  
Thank you for your comment and 
interest in the project.  
 
The environmental document has 
been corrected to state that project is 
within FEMA flood Zones A and Zone 
X. See Chapter 2, Section 2.1.  
 
A hydraulics study will be performed in 
the next Design phase of the project to 
determine whether the project affects 
the base flood elevation (BFE) within 
the regulatory floodway at East Baker 
Channel. Caltrans will construct the 
project in accordance with all required 
FEMA regulations and design 
standards, as applicable.  
 
Caltrans will incorporate measures 
and recommendations from the 
resulting hydraulics study into the 
project design. A copy of the 
hydraulics study and design plans will 
be submitted to the County Public 
Works and Flood Control District 
offices for their review. 
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Response to Comment A-2:  
Caltrans will seek a fee acquisition from 
San Bernardino County Flood Control 
District. In addition, all required permits 
or actions such as a Road Construction 
Permit or Dig Alert ticket will be 
obtained prior to any construction or 
excavation activities. 
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Letter B – California Highway Patrol (CHP)  

 

 

 

 
 
Response to Comment B-1 and B-2:  
Thank you for your comment and interest 
in the project.  
 
The CA Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) will take all appropriate 
measures to ensure safety, accessibility 
and traffic handling are enforced during 
construction activities. A Traffic 
Management Plan (TMP) will be 
developed and implemented. This TMP 
will evaluate construction strategies 
pertaining to weekend work, flagging, 
lane closures and coordination with 
detour routes. Caltrans will also utilize 
CHP’s Construction Zone Enhanced 
Enforcement Program, or COZEEP, to 
improve safety in the construction zones.  
 
Caltrans and its construction site 
operators will diligently establish, monitor 
and enforce construction site rules 
related to vehicle safety, which will assist 
the CHP personnel to ensure compliance 
with the California vehicle code provision. 
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Letter C – California Dept. of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
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Servic., (USFWS~ 

CDFWRole 

CDFW Is 1>r0\l1dlna comments on 1h11 EA lor Ille Prefect as a cauromia State Aoe r:; 
wnicn nas tne 3latU10iY aoo c001111on law respans1>111:1es w re9ara ·,o mn 3110 wna le 
resourc.es and habitats.. Califom.ia's fi sh and wilcEe resources , -ni:.ludf:ng 1neir habitat!! 
are neld in trusl or the people oflhe sla1e byCOP/1 (Fish and Game Code (FGCI §71 
1 . 7). C.D Pill h;a.s j.J risdidian 0 11er the conservaifKJn, prate d iem, and manag nl ar fish, 
wildl:ife , nahe- p l's, and the habi\als n.ec:essary for biabgicaly sustainab~ 
popu !Dns of those species ( sh and Game Code §1602). CDFW's tish and wildl'fe 
mar1ag001oot rut'! ctioo s af!> lhlplM 1ert00 tn roug It~ admlnistrauon aM oofOl'•OOnlf!nt or 
111& FISn anCI Ganlf! Code (FGC §702). CDF'h' is iJ'Ollidlng tll ~SQ com fll'S In 
rur1I,0rance or toooo s tutory respoRSillllltios, as " " II as lls comroon law role a, irustoo 
ror me pu~ IIC's ·Is11 and wuanto. 

Prolect Loca11011 oo a Desc pllon 

The P,rojed • loc.31ed in lhe Mojave Oe-.sert near Balier- ln San Bemsrdin.o ColJllty, sta e 
of Califo rnia (Slale) The Projec1 proposes a Hi,-asset Capibl Preven1ar ·e 

Con~ f'llit19 Cafijoftl ia 's •Wildfife S ir,ce 18 -o 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Response to C-1:  
Thank you for your comment and 
interest in the project.  
 
Based on input from CDFW, Caltrans 
revised the biological technical study 
and the technical study was updated to 
reflect that site visits and habitat 
assessments did in fact occur. Caltrans 
Biologist Michael Grimes conducted a 
site visit on February 13, 2023.  
 
Additionally, Caltrans revised avoidance 
and minimization measures, and 
incorporated additional avoidance and 
minimization measures to ensure 
potential project direct, indirect, and 
cumulative impacts to biological and 
natural resources remain below 
significant. Revised and additional 
avoidance and minimization measures 
are discussed below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C-1 

Gita Toktnafsl'la , Senior Envl, ,menta l Planner 
Californi a Depar1ment of Transportrtion, Distnct 8 
November 4, 2024 
Paoe2 

Maint~nance (CAPI.I) proj9ct on Stat,, Route (SR) 127. The l11mIs of work for the Project 
are :r:ong SR-127 at post mite (PM) LO .Oto 3.0 a 10.5 to 37.7 , tor o tolal of 
a1>pIoxima ety 30 miles. 

The soope of work i clurles the folowinc: rellab ili1ale pavemenl replace ~ rdrai to 
concrete Darner, rois tru<t 3· sllouuter Dackllg ana run-,,e Slllps, apply pav,,rn""t 
ae 11nea11on, rep lace stgn panels, Instal l wamtng sg,~ ana RaplO Rectangular Flasnl'"l 
Beaoon (RRFB1 rG!)laco existing guardrail with ooncre1e barrier fy))8 60 at 1h8 
Amargosa River Bridge No. 54-1 170, aM cons1ruct pedestrian and t>icyde 
infrastructure 

The Project WIii raqutre mtrty-seven Tetleral :ma otner pnvate/coonl'J ree ana one 
Tempor:iry CC>OOtructJOn Easomoot (TCEJ, as tho wimh of 1he existing State riglt--0f-way 
(ROW) vcnes from 50 fee to 1DO eet between PM LD.O and PM 3.0. WI in PM 
10.5/37.7. the nd is owned by the Bureau ofla d Manaoement (Bl.M l and a Federal 
Lana Tra le<VI I Ile neeaea !tom PM 0.84010 PM 3.0 a d PM 10.5 10 PM 3 7. Tile 
Feaerat Lana TransIerw11 1 account ror tne areas 50 n to me ten ana ngm or tn" 
centerdne of SR-127, whJCn total appro:,amatoly 355 acres. In addllion, a nd 11ansfer of 
appIoxima ely 6.6 acres trom lhe St:rte Lands C-O mmm ion wiU occur betwee 119.1 
lo PM 19.67. 

The Project wtll cross Ille auu,1a1 nooopia·ns or SIi n va 11ey aio oeam vauey·wnite 
crosstng sa~ creet. art<l Amargosa Rr,er. snOUIO!!r !Jacktng wtt I r<>q.J tll! nu mal9rta:s 1 
ltre alluvial llooc!pla:ns. Project construe ·on wil l involve the use of heavy earth-1110 -mg 
eQ ui,ment wiihil U,e ROW of the alluvial f\oodplai s. and near e dry lakes of Silver 
Lake and s 1u nan Lake. 

Tlm~rramll:!: unaualt:lble 

cornm@nts ari d RQCOO)mene1auons 

Based on desktop analyses, Caltr:ans detemines in the EA ,hat th.<! roiect w.11 not 
resul1 in a Si!Jlitcan1 impact on 1he envil'Oflment and as a result Caltran$ does not 
intend to prepare an Envirorimenlal lmpa ci Stat.eme,,t (EIS) nor an lniUal Study OS) 
HoNever, C□FW iS cancer e<l mat me EA Old not all"'JJ:alE>ly t!l<!nU~/ and <ltsei'.l<>a 
Project impacts O.e., direct, indirect, and cumu lative) . Base<! on CDFW's nev1ew of me 
Project, CDF'II' belie.es that Galtrans did no1 conduct proper ar,alysis ji.e ., focused fie ld 
surve;,s) to ilform 1ile determinatio thai the PrQiecf s impacts are not si!Jnifican . Bffied 
on lhe inform~tim pro,·ided. CDFW t>e lieves lhe Project ·rnpacls to biolOl) ical resou rces 
are potennaJy stgnlltcar t and that an IS aJl!J"Opn:ate, 

The Project nas tne potenua110 impact ser1s111ve riatmats and sp1ecta1-sta:us spectes 
protected and/or ne~laled by CDFW due to 1h<l ir importa nee as a biolog ical resOLrce 
and conservatial status (Table 1. $peciok> arus specres 'l,i11t n,e potential kl occur 
within the Projeci area). Special-status species are species that are rare, sensitive, 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Response to C-2: 
Caltrans will seek a permanent right of 
way through a highway easement. The 
proposed land transfer would not result 
in physical impacts or additional 
maintenance outside the existing 
roadway and maintained shoulder. 
Impacts would remain only within the 
existing shoulder; no work would occur 
outside of the existing shoulder. The 
existing shoulder is graded and 
maintained, and does not feature 
suitable habitat in support of special-
status species. Further, no grading or 
maintenance would occur outside the 
boundary of the existing shoulder. 
Therefore, the Project would not impact 
areas outside the existing shoulder in 
connection with the proposed land 
transfer. Accordingly, the proposed land 
transfer would not result in repeated 
impacts to special-status and sensitive 
habitats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C-2 

Gita Tolflmalllh . senior Env1ronmentnI Planner 
ca11om1a Depa11111ent or TrnnspOl13tlon. DJ9:nct 8 
Novembe, 4, 2024 
Pnoe3 

impenled. fully IX{)"ected , rondldate. threatened , o, enda11!lered CDFW herein 
priofilzes d1Scuss1m ol select ~ecies froo1 Table 1. but all specJeS en Table 1 have the 
potentia I to occur w,11111 tile P roiect area and should be confirmed as abse 1/present in 
tile Prorect site th rolKJh protocol level surveys. and evaluated I r Pror.ect impacts. 

CDFW IS co,1ceme<1 inat ine EA onlt cooSiders Impacts to species pen:rn1ng to tne 
EM:ingerea SJ)OCl!l'S Ael (ESA) ana COOrllinaUon WM tne U.S. FiS h Wldllre SM'ICll 
(USFWS) 1!1ereol. How,,ver, 1h" Prq',ect may r~ un lri impacts (Le., take)~ specillS and 
habitat proteoiE<I by !he California Endange...cJ Species Ad (CESA), Calilomia Code ol 
R.egu • li:Jn'S (CCR}, andfcr Fish and Game Code (FGC}, which woukf e'.ici t c-.oordination 
wiih CD~ V- Caffor - FGC Section 86 defines •take" a.'5 "h..un~ pi.ms:ue, r;atdl, c;apllft!, 
or n 1, Of atlsmpt to hunt. pufSU8, catch. caprure, or kll r . 

Bureau of Lood Mano aement (6 ,t) Federal lanrJ TranJfer 

CDPN IS concemec Wltn Ille e:i:pans1V8 lafK! transrer Cl BLM lands ID Callr.¥1SfFHWA, 
s1 ca no JUSlltl cation nCf d8senpu or aC'llv es oeaurmg within tnsse lands was 
pro~lded m tha EA. Theoo BLM lands contain spectal-stacus spsclecs and sensitive 
habitats, sucll as thooe p,w lde<I ill Tatlle I , tllat may b0 Impacted by the Project and 
ongoing roulin0 ma~tonanoo ae~,l tia<s. CDFW is part:C>Jlafl corn:emed llecauso Ills EA 
doos not adequately i<lenury 1h actl\l lti.os, analyze tile •cunulative lmpa:els or routine 
ma'ntenane0 and 9raa1n9 or 1110 p<opoSG<l addllioo ~D'- tOO" or ROW oor does n 
adequatsi'y adOrsss ine nOOd ror me Iana tr.insre r ltselr. 11 Is uncJoorwM r 
ma:ntanane9. such as repeated oroolnc. whlctl Is [Yplca l In he ROW, Is annclpated 
since sectlOn 2..3 ot Ille EA states. ; l)ecauoo tilers are oo eurrmt and rsasonallly 
10rc10000 blo M um actions or Pr«ects. mere am no ll()ton cumulative I pa,:is; ancr 
tnus CDFW Is oonoomoo '1',!Jtll repeated Impacts to spec1aI-s;a1us Sl)SCIQ.S ~ oonslt/Vo 
na1i1tats. 

Canddafe, Threa t'ene~ or Endangered Species 

CESA Is a Calltomla e Vl ronmerital law mat oonseives alld protec1s plant and animal 
species at ll9l or e,ctmctlon. se,eral Sta:e candidate tllreatened/erlldanoere:l 
ISCTISCEJ. stnte-endancered ISE), or Slllte-tll reatened 1ST) species at r1S1l or 
t n on ar~ IOU d W • In ffl'I(> PIO]tct llOUM ff IQ 11. Tai-: {> el any CESA-1~.M 
species is ll'Ohilrted e.>:oept as au hCfized by sta~ law (FISh and G me Coo §§ 2000 
& 2086) ttvough approl)rlate auttiori ati n; for example. a CESA I erdental fake Pemvt 
OTP} l.lltfer FGC seetioo 2081. CDFW recommel1tfs • a Caltrnns applies or a ITP for 
Project impar:15 ·o species des111na'.ed as SC. SCT. SC£. SE. or ST (Table 1) ff 
iden~ 1ed as present through focused ~rv= w in lhe Proieet area . 

Fl.i/1'f Proiect@d Species 

CDFW ha~ 1unsd1ct10n o, er ult,, protected SPecies o birds. mammals. amoh1b1 . 
reptiles. and fish pursuant to Fish and Ga1111e Code sooioos 11. 4700. 5060, and 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'i!'il5 "''P"ru••ly Futy pm!@cli!d Kio• "" pot bal to occur w in th@ PrOj@d 
re ( Ta t ) 

Soec,cs of Sr,,':OOI Concern 

SpoeioS or Spod CO 001 (SSC ) Stl tUS 31)1)1 atllrna goo~ not I IG(f ull(J UlO 
ESA or CESA. lch noooUUllGSS :ire dCCliling 3! 3 131 lh:ll C()IJlfJ rosu In IS!ll or 
lllSl IIC:ll / OC(IJ ICQO In .v oomoor . 3 031 to UlOJ" por S!GnC8 C lfy OXISI. 
sscs ShOUIO llO ConsldO 00 dunng ltlO enwonmen l'O (¥>N PIOCGSS. sscs l\avo UlO 
PO! nal 10 ocw- • 11 e Proied area (su Table 11. 

Tao~ 1. ~n11eIa1.~ta1us •=ck!$ wl lll me= '~nua1 to occw- wtmln me Pro••ct area 
c.,a,..,., ·~ ""'~"- ,,. n 

MOl•••-DtOSf OCWfll ..... • - ST. 0<0005Ed 3CI': Cl"M ....._,., .. ,.. ... OCJ.~ SE CESA -t...nf ,lldh·- Vho ~ ~.A.c Sia CESA 
Ui:arDL.-.Mn ...... - SCT CHA 

8vrTOWt1; 'Cl'N ,',,Ji:,c,r,:, r.Nni:,JrQ SC CESA 
U!Nl G-:ld'ild OWi ......... SS<: WA 

Jl:NT't.rf, .. . .;uimn,11 ~n:, 
SSC ' ~ ......,,,.,. 

........,...,t,,,.,..,. T• (rd~• ila.r.n $SC ll'A 
P>ll:t ~ ~ow;ip.111~ ,..., FG4: SH"JM 11100 

T_,....f, b. , ... m! b• I ~ 1,,..,....r,; $SC FOCS....., • 1$0 

GolC!o.,~o ....... .l:lth'ye~•::c. F"u!.t,Prc.c.oetod ~GC So.-son'.!611 

Soo,f,...,b.,"d e4i,e H$~f!' Vl ~ l4 ' "'"""'--- FOCO.Oic,,361 1 

0.-:,,an~~aop Qwlo e.:11:ioc,i,.:-·~ nc.too,, F l,,/J,lf P'rt(AC'l.00 P.vC 'SoC"'.Jon 47'00 

< ,, ... v..-,-.....- N'.,_ CCR. T ;a. 1,1 C .... ~ 
'"OC0Clr~ 

,..Clfi.Jil'8~1~ U,. ;1, ~ a, SSC ..,~ 
Co,.:i.:nl'l<in't«I I~ ~n:iolbbuM/ .. :;sc N'A 

eo>nawi,,p·UJ 
~ ,i 

,..., 'A 

~ > pypr.=-1'1 ,:;p.-nr,,1-
:,~~X' 

SS<: , .. 
~ > i:p;ddgd (bc,o Rhllldt.tllt • fNlo-....a..nU SSC 

ll~n«ff~ 

I.Cl C0"1t6'-C ~ f KNr T~ a -.a,,y.-.i: SSC NI~ 

l«"l,....,_.,.j , M \,, (..,..,._....,. = N'~ 
V ol'ffil cn r,yc,~:l,ChQI' P)'roc-gplt~ \Jo ft.&Wal"cs ,..., N'A 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Response to C-3:  
Caltrans appreciates CDFW comments 
concerning special-status bats. The 
proposed project does not include 
culvert or bridge work. Further, the 
project limits consist of two segments: 
1) from post mile (PM) 0.0 to 3.0, and 2) 
PM 10.0 to PM 29.0. No bridges occur 
within these limits of work.  
 
Since the project does not involve 
culvert or bridge work, the project would 
not directly impact potential bat habitat, 
which may comprise of culverts, 
crevices, expansion joints, or hollow 
cavities within bridges or culverts, 
beams, girders, etc.  
 
Further, the project would not directly 
impact areas outside the existing 
shoulder. The scope is limited to 
roadway resurfacing, shoulder backing 
within existing maintained shoulder, 
flashing beacon, and pedestrian 
crossing striping. Therefore, the project 
would not impact bat habitat, and bat 
habitat does not occur within the limits 
of work.  
 
Caltrans will include an avoidance and 
minimization measure for a qualified bat 
biologist to perform a pre-construction 
bat survey for suitable habitat and bat 
occupation within the project limits. 
Further, the avoidance measure shall 
specify if evidence of bat occupation is 
identified during surveys, the qualified 
bat biologist will provide additional 
measures to avoid impacts to roosting 
bats which should include replacing 
existing bat roosts with new roosting 
habitat in conjunction with monitoring of 
the replacement roost. Additionally, the 
avoidance measure shall specify if a 
maternity colony is identified, Caltrans 
will postpone project activities to 
outside of the bat maternity season. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C-3 

C-4 

Git.I To isn:m. SCnlOr Envronmcnt1I PIDn er 
c:1110m3 DOPl nt orT spon:i on,OISV1ct8 
NovomDor ~-
Page 5 

!ssc 

Pro/' "'d Nor,,game M.Jmmals 

I • 

(T:lblil I} BalS 310 a 

8a a,e imporu,nt ~e•I management as prma,y pr a!OB of nocturnal ffpng 
i , but POlllllillion$ are decJinino tlit009hou1 50Ultlem iforria due o lhe los$ 
of roostno II.lb tlt om devetoomem and a io,,, reproeluctr,e turnover. Most bat soeacs 
or,y rmo onoyQUngporyG:11 anaJIM)nlO mon:i111y1swry n:gn. tt e.lll 131!0 m y~rs 
ror a 031 co10ny to rocow11 om Yr/ IJ!'C):ICls tMt rOSll l r, mort:ilty o< a aocro- r, 
roproaue11•• >ll 1,/. "pro111cu or Dal rOOSIJng bital, p:11tlt1Jl:illy IUbi t1<1•n!llea 
..1s mal.emit>/ or nu~ ~ is vibl/ lff1)a"bnt to prev@m adv,i;ne effec lo .-id 

lass of, rMl.ilil■,g b.lt popi.J;iil lmp;;1ds D bilf: emit}' cdonie!s could 
conoidcred Pol,ntial'Y •i!lni can 

Projocl ha• the poll,n I lo mpad lwo bal !ipl!Cles I roocem, p;al!id ~ t 
.omd oM"tS@ncf s 1>19--e~d biiil. through mcdifK.alDm {@ g , bnd~ b...rie1 p C!'m@f1.) 
of ex .. ti-9 infr.,.lrudl.l,e and impacts o clesert riparian and riverine llabil "ilh.n ·he 
a DI tloodlllui. Pak<! :nl Tov.nsend's bla eared bat may use crelllces. expanson 
1()1<113, o< nonow caw,es, DnO<Jes ano cu CIIS as daY ,_~ an<ll0< !lie OPCf1 51>ace, 
betWeen bndOe be:ims or o roen lor n10hC roost1no. COFW ,, coocemed ~rlOOe .ina 
c\JVort cons11Jcoon, or ropiacement OOIJld bG a nsk ;o ose SPGCIOS bGca so more are 
rolaUVQfy ,.,, IOOSIS In ca1~om1a. 

EA does not coosider ,u¢ilble rooSllna or lor:lam 1'.!b I lo< b.lts ,n ¢5 mp.itt 
3R3fy$1S . C V f'GComtn(ln<IS 3 Q\13 GO l)at l>IOIOQI SI l)Gllorm pn)-(()(\${1\JCOOn IXl1 
SUfVQys DIIOr 10 COl'fSII\JC!lOn :hln $,A l)IG bll:ll 10 avo d lmP3CIS 10 031$. Ir GVldGnCO 
or bal occu~on I~ Id I QCI dutlng SU 9}~. llll1 qual ll;<I bat btOIOg~l $1lOU d ICle 
;iddl.on..al me:;;1 511 s b ;avoid ur~s to roosl.119 ~ bi 'Which shou'd ix re 9 
e lr,o bat R>M with new roostino h bl in tofllA'1d""' ,.. mon rino of the 
replacem t roosl ~ a m,ty colony iden fi . COFW recorm,e~ 
POStllOneme111 of ProJCCl a Kies ;o outside ol the bat m.ircmny season. 

OesM Kil Fo• atl<l AIIK!flc.on 8ac!ge1 

Tne EA aces not 1ecog11!8 tne poss.01 01 aesen 
pros.m .. nnr, 11\9 Pro Cl area :and PO noa I lmpxll!<l l>\I IIHI Pro,KI 
Oes9tl ll lO<OS 319 LrlcomTIOll lO re, pem,:Jnenl res Id IS 01300 I 
C..iloma G<i l!!I 1937, Wi en and Ruff 1999) y rn, tn nu.i l gr.,ssl7d•a-
gra5'1y open stages of v~etllJon domflaled by scatten,d l>rush slln.t>s, and 5'rlb 
Desert - foxes play ll1Q(lt1.an roles m 1heIr ,eopecnve eoooy&ems •• ·ard!lecl3 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Response to C-4:  
Caltrans appreciates CDFW comments 
regarding desert kit fox and American 
badger. In response to CDFW input, 
Caltrans amends its evaluation to 
include analysis of these species. 
Further, consistent with CDFW 
recommendations, Caltrans will include 
avoidance and minimization measures 
to include pre-construction visual 
surveys of the project area for features 
or habitat which support American 
badger or desert kit fox, such as 
burrows or dens. The biologist will 
identify features within the project area 
for avoidance, and determine whether a 
burrow or den is active or inactive. If the 
burrow or den is inactive, the qualified 
biologist will excavate the burrow or den 
by hand and backfill to prevent reuse by 
either species. If American badger or kit 
fox is present, Caltrans will coordinate 
with CDFW on additional avoidance 
and minimization measures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C-4 

Gila Tot lshan. Senor E .-c:,,m I mer 
Catlomra Department ol Transl)()fUltlOn. 0,smct 8 
NOvormor4. 024 
P:lg• 6 

s minean blffO'~•. wt"ich in wm pr ·,:1e cover lo many r o (Th~·er 
aoo F ers 1999). They are w:nerablC 10 m.llly human act Illes sudl as hunnM. use 
or rod tiCldQS d OUll!f potsoM, OIi-road V"'1icf9S, - lf:lpJ:>ng. 

Amenc:m b3Cgors ar9WIOOIYdlSIU>UtGd IIWOU9h0ut y a 0 
n 0( ltOm \lOINI 9:1$ «le t'/ OCCU'l"8CJ. 

ndant in dri@f open sl,i1,0@s ol most Vlrub1 ro11!st and hB'llile@Ous 
hab~s wit/I tnable !IO•s. Amencan bad<Jcrs arc to,sonol roo,1c cl, 

l81llnI01 num 
~I pol;Ons 

h x;;md Am 

Oe>erHil lox Is add ssed rn T 14 of 11,e C:. fOIT1la Code of R 
Code e<,.11atlom. Title 1~ :,ection 4 !!!$ "Fiolter. . ri\'e r otter. "-rt 
kR lox and red IOlC m:iy not be t:lken :u any .me·. De,ert l lox ano Amcncan bodoer 
aro ur~e:inng mamm:1.1s and are pro octoa Lf\4ar FGC secuon 4000 01 soq. co 
recorrwnends ~ fol ing .1dions bli! ta~.@n lo ~vcid pacts to d@sert kit fox .andr'or 
Amencan bad9er 

A alnoed b"'1o9" I ould a prior lo consb'uclion lo 
iden y featurelhabilats e o slllll)(1t Ameri badger and desert kd fox (I e . 
burr()'II',. det!S). Wl1oro an ldllf\tlltll>IO 1G31UIO IS pnJSOOI. 1110 qu:11 00 blOIOglSI snGUld 
mant 1llO poIooua1 oc~a aiuro ror av01o:ince. avo :inco is 1n10as1010. 1llO 
qwi 90 biologist= d <19t..•rnilll! w 11101 ll'Al llll"rON Of <I Is lnac or ac . II 
lhe bLmJW a d is • ad e the quaHed bidogisl shou'd exc:a1"'1e lhe """'or clan 
by nd .ind b cHI to pre-.en reuse by Amencan ®er or de rtkil x If Amencan 
b:>eger ot aesen kit ox p osani. C:ltr:lns snould coornn:ito v.nn COFW on :11/0ld.lll<G 
200 m1ugauon m,,asures. 

MO,>al/9 DGson TOlfOIS(I 

EA rllC0gOIZQS lho P0Wl113I prosenc.e of M-Oj.lVO dOSGl1 t0!10SO 000 1/lCOIPOllllOO 
blolo9ic (BIO) mlll9atlon 90$l.11!S (!, I ) rt.~ 61o-G$/lllr3\.I, MM BJO.G 131-7, I.I I 
f3ic>.G ral-8 MMBio-Oen -12to•·x:id311dm· inize ,mp3Clslollte swho<h 
nckJde biologist a,ppn,v•I for •"'9i and <mg {MM Boo-0 ra\.l), worl ' 
e lironmental awaren&s raining ~ Bi:>-Oeneral-7>. bioloQ<cal mon o lerre 
mo:isu OS ( IM BIO-Goner.~). lW1d PIOIICIIUon or 311 I 1r.)pmant (MM BIO-GOrlllr.1 1-
12). HOv. v{I(, l/le n~uga110n mo ros ao no, lnctudo procoo uct10n s y~ 
emus· r1 lienciry;i , reJX)fting of de.iid or ilj.Jled spec.J?S sudl iiiil'S j;ne ~s 

• 5e . or a cease wo!lt order rt lcia e de:,ert ton°™' is enoounte ,ea None less. 
e EA s::ite,. 11131 MOl;J\'C aese t0!10l$C has n.mal ooicn~al or orob ~ IO o=r 

vM1111 PrOIIIC! l mlti l>Ocauso 1110 Oj imp3ct a,oa <IOK not I0311.f"O ph~C31 °' 
b'°"'9c t,;,•!ures or subl:te h>bhl Jar burrol\ing fcnging 01 shellaing, f1Df does the 
Pl-',~ no' oonta,n ler r tures or veoeta • ~DO~ foraging or bunov.ino". ~t 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response to C-5:  
Caltrans appreciates CDFW comments 
concerning Mojave desert tortoise, 
which is dually listed under the federal 
and California Endangered Species 
Acts, respectively (FESA, CESA). 
Caltrans serves as Lead Agency under 
the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) and the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
Therefore, pursuant to the Federal 
Endangered Species Act (FESA), the 
project conforms to the Desert Tortoise 
Programmatic Biological Opinion 
(DTPBO), updated by United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service (Service), 
February 17, 2021. Accordingly, the 
Service issued concurrence with 
respect to consistency with the DTPBO 
on August 20, 2024. In order to comply 
with the DTPBO, the DTPBO does not 
provide for a No Effect or Not Likely to 
Adversely Affect determination. 
Therefore, pursuant to FESA, Caltrans 
bases its findings of likely to adversely 
affect in keeping with the DTPBO. 
Notwithstanding, and pursuant to 
CESA, Caltrans anticipates No Take of 
desert tortoise based on literature 
review, site visit, and the inclusion of 
avoidance and minimization measures.  
 
Although the project includes a transfer 
of land from BLM to Caltrans, which 
may extend approximately 26' from the 
roadway centerline, the project does not 
feature any work or construction 
activities beyond the existing graded 
and maintained shoulder, which 
comprises approximately 8 feet of 
unvegetated, loosely compacted soil, 
and does not feature components to 
support burrowing, foraging or 
hibernation within the maintained 
shoulder or paved area.  
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Response to C-5 (continued): 
Therefore, since ground disturbance 
would remain only within the existing 
shoulder and roadway, the proposed 
transfer of land would not result in 
additional work or ground disturbance 
to Mojave desert tortoise habitat.  
 
Consistent with CDFW comments, 
Caltrans amends the technical study to 
further clarify a lack of impacts to 
habitat or to areas beyond the bladed, 
maintained shoulder. Consistent with 
CDFW recommendations, Caltrans will 
include pre-construction clearance 
survey for Mojave desert tortoise in 
accordance with the USFWS 2019 
Mojave desert tortoise survey 
methodology. Additionally, consistent 
with CDFW recommendations,  
 
Caltrans amends the avoidance 
measures to cease work if a Mojave 
desert tortoise is encountered during 
construction, and likewise, to notify 
CDFW and the Service, respectively, 
within 24 hours. A full-time biological 
monitor will be present during ground-
disturbing activities. Parking will be 
isolated to previously disturbed 
shoulders if required. Based on these, 
and avoidance and minimization 
measures contained within the project 
Natural Environment Study /Minimal 
Impacts (NESMI), Caltrans anticipates 
No Take of Mojave desert tortoise, 
pursuant to CESA. Accordingly, with 
respect to Mojave desert tortoise, 
potential impacts from the project would 
be minimal. 
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Response to C-6:  
Caltrans appreciates CDFW comments 
regarding nesting birds. Caltrans will 
include the avoidance and minimization 
measures, as contained in the project 
NESMI. A biological monitor will be 
present daily and will survey for nesting 
birds in areas with potential nesting 
habitat. If an active nest is discovered in 
the project impact area during 
construction, Caltrans will immediately 
cease construction and implement a 
minimum 50-foot avoidance buffer, or 
greater, as determined by the contractor 
supplied biologist. The CSB shall 
monitor the nest until the nest is no 
longer active or the young have 
fledged. With inclusion of these 
avoidance measures, Caltrans would 
avoid impacts to migratory and nesting 
birds. 
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Response to C-7:  
Caltrans appreciates CDFW comments 
regarding streambed resources. Based 
on CDFW comments, Caltrans revises 
its analysis to further clarify avoidance 
of stream resources. Under the 
proposed scope, no shoulder backing 
will occur within 150 feet of stream 
crossings. Moreover, a 1602 Lake And 
Streambed Alteration Agreement (LSA) 
is not required for work within the paved 
roadway. By avoiding shoulder backing 
and ground disturbing activities within 
150 feet in either direction of streams 
and ephemeral crossings, the project 
would avoid impacts within Waters of 
the State. Further, as noted, Caltrans 
will implement Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) during construction. 
Therefore, based on avoidance of work 
within Waters of the State, the project 
would not require a 1602 LSA permit. 
 
Response to C-8:  
Caltrans appreciates CDFW comments 
regarding invasive plant species. The 
proposed transfer of land would not 
result in additional ground disturbing 
activities, such as grading or 
maintenance, outside the existing 
shoulder, which is approximately 8 feet 
in width. Shoulder backing would 
remain confined to within the 8-foot 
shoulder, and Caltrans will contour the 
shoulder to match pre-construction 
conditions. The existing shoulders are 
maintained and relatively free of 
vegetation, and work would not extend 
into the surrounding terrain beyond the 
shoulders.  Further, Caltrans will 
comply with Executive Order 13112 
prohibiting the spread or introduction of 
invasive species. Caltrans will 
implement Best Management Practices, 
which includes washing of equipment 
before arrival on site to prevent 
introduction of invasive plant seeds. 
 
With implementation of these 
measures, Caltrans would comply with 
E.O. 13112, and avoid spread of 
invasive species. 
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Response to C-9:  
Caltrans appreciates CDFW comments 
regarding habitat restoration. Based on 
the scope of work, ground disturbing 
activities would remain within the paved 
roadway and existing maintained 
shoulders, approximately 8 feet in 
width. The current shoulder do not 
include vegetation, and vegetation 
removal is not anticipated for this 
project. Therefore, ground disturbing 
activities would remain confined to 
previously disturbed area, and would 
not impact areas of undisturbed habitat. 
Caltrans will restore the shoulder 
contour to pre-construction conditions. 
Further, no additional ground 
disturbance or work is involved in 
connection with the proposed transfer 
of land. Work would remain within the 
existing shoulder and roadway. Thus, 
Caltrans does not anticipate temporary 
or permanent impacts to habitat. 
Accordingly, Caltrans does not propose 
habitat impacts or commensurate 
habitat restoration for this project. 
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Response to C-10:  
Caltrans appreciates CDFW comments 
regarding non-listed special-status 
terrestrial species. Based on CDFW 
recommendations, Caltrans amends the 
project avoidance and minimization 
measures to include a qualified biologist 
to inspect the project area for non-listed 
special status terrestrial wildlife species. 
In keeping with CDFW 
recommendations, any individuals 
found shall not be harassed and will be 
allowed to leave the Project area 
unharmed. If needed, a qualified 
biologist may guide, handle, or capture 
an individual non-listed wildlife species 
to move it to a nearby safe location 
within nearby refugium, or it shall be 
allowed to leave the Project site of its 
own volition. Capture methods may 
include hand, dip net, lizard lasso, 
snake tongs, and snake hook. If the 
wildlife species is discovered or is 
caught in any pits, ditches, or other 
types of excavations, a qualified 
biologist shall release it into the most 
suitable habitat nearby the site of 
capture. For any species listed under 
CESA, Caltrans will obtain a CESA ITP 
to move species out of harm’s way.  
 
With inclusion of the above measure, 
the project would be minimal with 
respect to non-listed special status 
wildlife. 
 
Response to C-11:  
Caltrans appreciates CDFW comments 
regarding noise impacts. As noted, 
Caltrans will implement avoidance 
measures NOI-1 and NOI-2. Where 
feasible, Caltrans will restrict use of 
noise-generating equipment to hours 
least likely to disrupt wildlife (e.g., not at 
night or early in the morning.) Based on 
the inclusion of NOI-1 and NOI-2, and 
by restricting noise generation at night 
and early morning, potential noise 
impacts with respect to wildlife would be 
minimal. 
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rell)Onses lo noise can occur ate,r,osure Ie11~ aonty 55to60 decbels(Baobe<el a 
2009). (Fa ro!ecence, normal convorsaion ,s apl)(l)>imatol)' 60 doabels,and na" rat 
amt,w,t noM l@Yets (e.o . tae!l llabla a-e 9ene1311y m_u,eo at l@SS tnan 50 
d 's ) AnMP09elllC IIO!Se ca, c!iSIUl)l lhe commull'C;»ion d tnll'ly Ill e s,:,eoes 
OldudinO togs, bids. and bats (~ n and a'lns2005, Pat/lcell and Bl ey2006, 
Gdlan'I and McCtad<en 2007, Slabbel<oom ano R,pmeesi.r 2008). No.w ca n llO a1i.d 
ptl!Oaior1>1ey telalo~s as manynoc\unal antnaJs sud> as bats and o·.is pttnafy 
use audit>ry cues O • - hear'ln!t t> hunt. Addi ly, many piey species 11aease Ille r 

• anm bl!haviOr v.llen ••POS••llo noiw n.caise tn&y neeo 10 r,~ MQ'e on vlSUal 
detection OlptedatCl'S ""'" a,cmlly wes m:,ybema11<ed bynoose (R:tiw, el al. 2006 . 
Oullnet at. 2017). oise has also i-n si-n II reaum 1he d s,tyd nesllllQ bids 
(F,anc,s et al 2009) and cau.., w, creased SIies, flat resuts In deaeaseci ,mnu,e 
rell)On s (K ,ol'lt and Swaddle 2011 ). 

Caitrnns wll reducen015'! tom Prqecl mn!lruclat ard adhofe lo Ille n01Se contml 
meas.res I/le eatra-,s Slandard Spec Prov,s,ons and comply II' local no 
reoulatms(MM NOt-1).and emptoyn01Se supptessm d@Y ssum asmut ers and 
enctosures ra oene~Cl'S (MM NOt -2). Land uses 11131 are cons,ae,eo senuve t> roiw 
lffll)ads are re1111red t> as · .....uve le«l)t,rs• Nase sens,Uve recef)lors mnslsl ol but 
arenat limled lo. schoot,:. , esmnces, IJ>ra , N>spllals. and o1111, ca-e laoil\ls MM 
NOl-1 ade)'ess noiw to sens,werecec,t>fS. Hc:,,ve,..,, P1Qec1 mnsiructm wit be 
ad)3C t to larl)e areas of Vaca'lt land , and a low sens1; e re12SJt01s. tl'lls n.ll)allon l:>r 
,npacts to ICICe from noiw ,s Cll!pendent on MMNOl-2. 'Mlii. MM N0~2 flCIUdeS 
n01Se s,,cipress,on <11vieess,,Cflasmuf'.ersor endowres IQ' oene~ors. v.lllth COFW 
l'/lliC3IIY reconwnonds COFWSUQl)lsls l/lal loturUW radum ,mpac1s t> 1111 lIom 
n01Se. mnsnic,on Ile resllCt t> hru,. least efo/ t> a.snc,t w ldllo> (e.9-, not al n II 
Ollll l/leeail)' mom-"9 ). 

U!1hlJnl} 

COFW a~recsate, lie indUs,on of MM.Sio-Oen,rat-2 , SUbsedlm "Tempinry Alll'ICI.I 
I.JQl'tlllO Rest ctions', 10 mw,n,tze I/le ects Of a, (Ac,al I ON<l'IO dull'IQ construd!Ol'I . 
Arlk.all1!1111nO on... resuls w, I,ol'lt polt>1,on, Wl':lcn has 11,o pal Ito sq,{ c.nly 
and aa,,e,se,y alted 11,11 and N hi 1911.no canaisrupl 111e crcadan n,yttwns 01 
rnany Ill e soeoes. Many SDedes use Ph0400el'iO<l cues for conwnur,,calon ce.o .• 
1>rc1son0, ., 2006). de1"mlrw,g wt,.., II Degr, toragw,g (SIOIM! et al . 2009). 
bMalilCl'altnermor"9ut on (B@oswenl)l!I' 1977), and n.l) f311C11l (lOngtQ"e and RICII 
2004) l'l'latatax.s, apl-enetnenonl/latresl.l ,n attractton andmo,llfflenttiwanl liQIII, 
ca, a.,.,, l enraP, ana terrc,ora ,ty blrld wdd e !l)ecies l/lal expellenm t ci.onomre 
ana Rteh 200 . E1i.c1s or artilO lightng are paitaita l\l l ,roadll.ll t> tat and smal 
rnarnmi t st,ecles. 

COFW IS con<etned flat lle1mpadS trom "'1tlciat ligN,ng dur'lnl) a>nslluclon are not 
adeQualefY addo'essedfl fleEA.COFWrecaMlends l/lefoloWflQac:fons be taken to 
mnmaa Prqect ,mpads Imm lighlo,g on wldlfe si,ec.s dllllng mnst111clon. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Response to C-12:  
Caltrans appreciates CDFW comments 
regarding lighting. Where feasible, 
Caltrans will restrict construction hours 
outside of nighttime or early morning 
hours. If construction at night or in the 
early morning is unavoidable, a 
qualified biologist will monitor adjacent 
habitats during construction and 
implement shielding techniques such as 
the use of fence slats, netting, mesh, or 
tarps. Therefore, potential impacts from 
artificial light during construction would 
remain less than significant. Additional 
street lighting is not proposed for this 
project. Therefore, permanent impacts 
with to wildlife with respect to artificial 
lighting would be minimal. 
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igrlrng, ~QSlll:ln Lgrmg, cycLst l.ql'tl!n!l, otc.} ln:lt prOdJCQS 11-..nce OW<! 
ousido of Proj I ~ , onto adjacent habrtll 

3 Ca should ertM:.n :any lll!W htng blions use W..i:t fe lnendly l gltng 
e g , .mb@r LE <r bw-,pressuu! s.odalm mrreb! cokx I~@ of 3,000 
K lvinoorles>land incorpora • 'el<ino :;ott,a 19 no tan dret onto 
Ile Pro,ect srte and a- from the actacent ilJI Pn>po~ tl!)lllr!Q may 
.,corcorme ne""e.r teC1W"IOloQles 3!.socc:ned 'Ii toll'« bnO~ leveb. user 
octJV:won UrOIJon "'"""°l ond 'or d!!o,:i~ houro ol oper.ioon 

• w ICl1e noiy 1,ontno (e g , amtter LE . iow11re"" $0d1.1m ll\llllO. solar 
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onU~OllS) ShOUICl l>O ""'~""""' 0 300lton:Jt/ roou co lffl p:lCI$ to Wllell O In 
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C FWcons· Proj@d-n!l.lted impacts to i.Eflsifi 1e species habit.Ills tobe 
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Y3~ •• 

The EA did not ~Jayze Project 1mp;1cb lo b1J09'ul nt50Urcn .idi!!qUo111!fy .iind 1i th@ 

proposed me.HUr m~ be n cienl to offset the im~cts COFW I merd that 
me Prqed reron..i.r> il> mb,Jat1011 otratew and irrcllerrenb miti!Jatian l\at is <Tt, 
propatonal to me lewl ol rnpacts once o propero..,oom,,11 ~-• • ocuoed ,ur11,y0J ol 
blOIOOotal reoourceo hao been oonducted. Cono!denno Ulat ,es1oraton o olow 
18COMrlQ nac11a1 wmn tl'IG Pro)Gct 1$ an 00$13 ano mroctS may occur to moral 
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conserved fer mmoatictl has the sam or be r r'E$00tte val th3n the resource value 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Response to C-13:  
Caltrans as the Lead agency under 
CEQA has determined that the project 
qualifies for a Categorical Exemption 
under PRC 21084, 14 CCR, 15301, 
Class 1(c). The Notice of Exemption 
(NOE) was submitted to the State 
Clearinghouse on October 4, 2024. 
Caltrans has not received any 
objections or legal challenge within the 
35-day statute of limitations period on 
its NOE for the proposed project. 
Therefore, an IS or EIR is not 
warranted. 
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Chapter 4 List of Preparers 
 

This chapter lists the Caltrans staff who were primarily responsible for the preparation 
and/or review of this document and/or supporting technical studies for this project. 

• Diana DeGroot – Associate Environmental Planner 

• Kourtney Graves – Acting Senior Environmental Planner 

• Malisa Lieng – Senior Environmental Planner 

• Gita Tokhmafshan – Senior Environmental Planner 

• Steven Holm – PQS Principal Investigator, Historical Archaeology 

• Michael Grimes – Associate Environmental Planner/Biology 

• Rodrigo Pangiban – Air Quality/Noise Engineer 

• Christian Duran – Hazardous Waste Engineer 

• Bahram Karimi – Associate Environmental Planner/Paleontology 

• Tariq Jouzi – Transportation Engineer/Storm Water Quality 

• Michael Huynh – Transportation Engineer/Hydraulics 

• Timothy Curran – Landscape Associate/Visual Specialist 



SBD 127 Near Baker Pavement Rehabilitation 56  

Chapter 5 Distribution List 
 

A mailed copy of this Environmental Assessment and/or a Notice of Availability was 
distributed to the following federal, state, regional and local agencies, and elected officials, 
as well as interested groups, organizations, and utilities and service providers. 
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5.1 Agencies and Elected Officials 
 

Dept. of Interior/BLM California Desert District Office 
22835 Calle San Juan De Los Lagos 
Moreno Valley, CA 92553 

Dept. of Interior/BLM Needles Field Office 
Ron Nuckles, Field Manager 
1303 South U.S. Hwy 95 
Needles, CA 92363 

National Park Service, Death Valley National Park 
P.O. Box 579 
Death Valley, CA 92328 

Dept. of Interior/BLM Barstow Field Office 
2601 Barstow Road 
Barstow, CA 92311 

Baker Community Services District 
Renee Jacobson, President 
72730 Baker Boulevard, P.O. Box 590 
Baker, CA 92309 

San Bernardino County Fire Department 
Station 53 
72734 Baker Boulevard 
Baker, CA 92309 

San Bernardino County Transportation Authority 
Tim Watkins, Chief of Legislative and Public Affairs 
1170 W. 3rd St., 2nd Floor 
San Bernardino, CA 92410 

Federal Highway Administration 
Antonio Johnson, Director of Planning and Environment 
888 S Figueroa St., Ste. 440 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

State Historic Preservation Office 
Julianne Polanco, State Historic Preservation Officer 
1725 23rd Street, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA 95816 

Hon. Jay Obernolte, Congressman 
9700 Seventh Ave, Suite 201 
Hesperia, CA 92345 

Laphonza Butler, U.S. Senator 
11111 Santa Monica Blvd., Suite 915 
Los Angeles, CA 90025 

Alex Padilla, U.S. Senator 
255 E. Temple St., Suite 1860 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Hon. Shannon Grove, Senator 
California Senate, District 1 
7211 Joshua Lane, Suite 8 
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 

Hon. Tom Lackey, Assembly Member 
US Representative, District 34 
14955 Dale Evans Pkwy 
Apple Valley, CA 92307 

Col. Paul Cook, Supervisor 
District 1, San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors 
Apple Valley Town Hall 
14955 Dale Evans Pkwy., 
Apple Valley, CA 92307 

Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
600 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 940 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

Baker Unified School District 
Milan Stijepovic, Superintendent 
72100 School House Lane 
Baker, CA 92309 

County of San Bernardino 
Luther Snoke, Chief Executive Officer 
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, 
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0120 

San Bernardino County Sheriff Department 
Ron Markegard, Captain 
225 East Mt. View 
Barstow, CA 92392 

California Highway Patrol, Barstow Office 
Chuck Wagner, Commander 
300 East Mountain View Street 
Barstow, CA 92311 

Southern California Edison 
30553 Rimrock Rd 
Barstow, CA 92311 

Kern River Gas Transmission Co 
19000 Perimeter Rd 
Victorville, CA 92394 

John M. Taylor 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
777 East Tahquitz Canyon Way, Suite 208 
Palm Springs, CA 92262 

California Transportation Commission 
Commission Chair 
1120 N Street Room 2221 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

State Water Resources Control Board 
1001 I Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

California Department of Conservation 
888 Figueroa Street, #475 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

Verizon 
411 Montara Rd Ste 100 
Barstow, CA 92311 

AT&T 
411 Montara Rd Suite 108 
Barstow, CA 92311 
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5.2 Interested Groups, Organizations and Individuals 
 

Baker Area Chamber of Commerce 
72730 Baker Blvd. 
Baker, CA 92309 

Baker Airport 
56500 Highway 127 
Baker, CA 92309 

California Desert Land Conservancy 
60124 29 Palms Hwy 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 

DABOUR, LARRY 
PO BOX 250 
BAKER, CA 92309- 
0250 

SAN BERNARDINO CO FLOOD CONTROL DIST 
825 E 3RD ST 
SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92415-0845 

ANDERSON, JAMES STEPHEN 
2524 EUCLID HEIGHTS BLVD 

CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44106-2726 
DABOUR, LARRY L 
72 SCHOOL HOUSE LN 
BAKER, CA 92309- 

JENKINS, JESSIE RAY 
PO BOX 386 
BAKER, CA 92309-0386 

MACIAS-LOPEZ, TEOFILO F 
PO BOX 485 
BAKER, CA 92309-0485 

PRICE, ANN L 
PO BOX 69 
BAKER, CA 92309-0069 

CLARK LOIS-EST, OF 
PO BOX 69 
BAKER, CA 92309-0069 

CLARK, GARY RALPH 
PO BOX 69 
BAKER, CA 92309-0069 

ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP & SAN BERNARDINO 
1201 E HIGHLAND AVE 
SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92404-4607 

ROMO, RODIMIRO PO 
BOX 212 
BAKER, CA 92309-0212 

BAKER VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
72100 SCHOOLHOUSE LN 
BAKER, CA 92309-8900 

NOT AVAILABLE FROM THE COUNTY 
PO BOX 460 
BAKER, CA 92309-0460 

BURNETTE, MARY A 
PO BOX 114 
BAKER, CA 92309-0114 

SBC TOWER HOLDINGS LLC 
1010 PINE 9E-L-01 
SAINT LOUIS, MO 63101 

SPECTRASITE COMMUNICATIONS INC 
PO BOX 723597 
ATLANTA, GA 31139-0597 

AUJLA, GURVINDER SINGH 
1600 E FOOTHILL BLVD 
IRWINDALE, CA 91702 

MC KEN, PATRICIA V 
1428 SWANBROOKE DR 
LAS VEGAS, NV 89144-1646 

State Lands Commission 
Nicole Dobroski, Chief  
100 Howe Avenue, Suite 100 South 
Sacramento, CA 95825 
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Appendix B Title VI/Non-Discrimination Policy 
Statement 



CALIFORNIA STATE TRANSPORTATION AGENCY 

California Department of Transportation 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
P.O. BOX 9-42873, MS-49 I SACRAMEMTO. CA 94273-0001 
(91 6) 654.6130 I FAX 1916) 653-5776 TTY 711 
www.dot.co.gov 

September 2023 

NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY STATEMEN'T 

GAVIN NEWSOM. GOVERNOR 

The Californ ia Department of Transportation, under Tille VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, ensures "No person in the United Slates shall, on the ground of race, color, or 
national origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be 
subjected to discrimination under any progrom or activity receiving federal finonciol 
assistance." 

Caltrans will make every effort to ensure nondiscrimination in all of its services, 
programs and activities, whether they are federally funded or not, and that services 
and benefits are fairly distributed to all people, regardless of race, color, or national 
origin. In addition, Caltrans will facilitate meaningful participation in the transportation 
planning process in a non-discriminatory manner. 

Related federal sta tutes, remedies, and state law further those protections to include 
sex, disability, religion, sexual orientation, and age. 

For information or guidance on how to file a complaint, or obtain more information 
regarding Title VI, please contact the Title VI Branch Manager a t (9 16) 639-6392 or visit 
the following web page: https://dot.ca.aov/proarams/civil-riahts/title-vi. 

To obtain this information in an alternate format such as Braille or in o language other 
than English, please contact the California Department o f Transportation, Office of 
Civil Rights, at PO Box 942874, MS-79, Sacramento, CA 94274-0001; (916) 879-6768 
(TTY 711 ); or at Tille.Vl@dot.ca.qov. 

1~1.u~ 
TONY TAVARES 
Director 

"'Pro~de o safe end reliable transportation network that serves all people and respects the enWonment" 



Appendix C Avoidance, Minimization and/or 
Mitigation Summary 

In order to be sure that all of the environmental measures identified in this document are 
executed at the appropriate times, the following mitigation program (as articulated on the 
proposed Environmental Commitments Record [ECR] which follows) will be implemented. 
During project design, avoidance, minimization, and /or mitigation measures will be 
incorporated into the project’s final plans, specifications, and cost estimates, as 
appropriate. All permits will be obtained prior to implementation of the project. During 
construction, environmental and construction/engineering staff will ensure that the 
commitments contained in this ECR are fulfilled. Following construction and appropriate 
phases of project delivery, long-term mitigation maintenance and monitoring will take 
place, as applicable. As the following ECR is a draft, some fields have not been 
completed, and will be filled out as each of the measures is implemented. Note: Some 
measures may apply to more than one resource area. Duplicative or redundant measures 
have not been included in this ECR. 



Appendix C: Environmental Commitments Record 

District 8 ECR                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Rev. February 16, 2022 

Page 1 of 9 
 

Permit 
Type 

Agency Date 
Received 

Expiration Notes 

N/A USFWS 8/20/2024  Desert Tortoise Programmatic Biological Opinion (DTPBO) 

 
 
 

Date of ECR: 12/03/2024 
 
Project Phase:  

 PA/ED (DED/FED) 
 PS&E Submittal______ % 
 Construction 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS 
RECORD 

(SBD-127 Near Baker Pavement 
Rehabilitation) 

08-SBd-127 
PM L0.0/3.0, 10.5/37.7 

                                                                 
                                                                 

EA 08-1G200 
PN: 0815000173 

                                  Generalist: Diana DeGroot 
ECL: TBD                                      

 

Avoidance, Minimization, 
and/or Mitigation Measures Page 

Environment
al Analysis 

Source 

Responsible 
for 

Development 
and/or 

Implementati
on of 

Measure 
Timing/  
Phase 

SSP or 
NSSP: 

Action(s) Taken to Implement 
Measure/if checked No, add 

Explanation here 

PS&E Task 
Complete 

Mitigation for 
significant 

impacts under 
CEQA? 

Date / 
Initials YES NO 

CUL-1: During construction, it 
is possible that previously 
undiscovered cultural 
resources could be 
encountered by construction 
activities. If cultural materials 
are discovered during 
construction, all earthmoving 
activity within and around the 
immediate discovery area will 
be diverted until a qualified 
archaeologist can assess the 
nature and significance of the 
find. 

N/A District 
Environment
al Cultural 
Resources  

District 
Cultural 
Studies/ 
District 
Design/ 
Resident 
Engineer/ 
Contractor 

Construction SSP 
14-
2.03A 

    

I I 

~ 
□ 
□ 



Appendix C: Environmental Commitments Record 

District 8 ECR                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Rev. February 16, 2022 

Page 2 of 9 
 

Date of ECR: 12/03/2024 
 
Project Phase:  

 PA/ED (DED/FED) 
 PS&E Submittal______ % 
 Construction 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS 
RECORD 

(SBD-127 Near Baker Pavement 
Rehabilitation) 

08-SBd-127 
PM L0.0/3.0, 10.5/37.7 

                                                                 
                                                                 

EA 08-1G200 
PN: 0815000173 

                                  Generalist: Diana DeGroot 
ECL: TBD                                      

 

Avoidance, Minimization, 
and/or Mitigation Measures Page 

Environment
al Analysis 

Source 

Responsible 
for 

Development 
and/or 

Implementati
on of 

Measure 
Timing/  
Phase 

SSP or 
NSSP: 

Action(s) Taken to Implement 
Measure/if checked No, add 

Explanation here 

PS&E Task 
Complete 

Mitigation for 
significant 

impacts under 
CEQA? 

Date / 
Initials YES NO 

CUL-2:  In the event that 
human remains are found, the 
county coroner shall be 
notified and ALL construction 
activities within 60 feet of the 
discovery shall stop. Pursuant 
to Public Resources Code 
Section 5097.98, if the 
remains are thought to be 
Native American, the coroner 
will notify the Native American 
Heritage Commission (NAHC) 
who will then notify the Most 
Likely Descendent (MLD). 
The person who discovered 
the remains will contact the 
District 8 Division of 
Environmental Planning; 
Gabrielle Duff, DEBC: (909) 
501-5142 and Julie Scrivner, 
DNAC: (909) 260-8265. 
Further provisions of PRC 

N/A 
District 
Environment
al Cultural 
Resources  

District 
Cultural 
Studies/ 
District 
Design/ 
Resident 
Engineer/ 
Contractor 

Construction SSP 
14-
2.03A 

    

~ 
□ 
□ 

mailto:gary.jones@dot.ca.gov
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District 8 ECR                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Rev. February 16, 2022 
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Date of ECR: 12/03/2024 
 
Project Phase:  

 PA/ED (DED/FED) 
 PS&E Submittal______ % 
 Construction 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS 
RECORD 

(SBD-127 Near Baker Pavement 
Rehabilitation) 

08-SBd-127 
PM L0.0/3.0, 10.5/37.7 

                                                                 
                                                                 

EA 08-1G200 
PN: 0815000173 

                                  Generalist: Diana DeGroot 
ECL: TBD                                      

 

Avoidance, Minimization, 
and/or Mitigation Measures Page 

Environment
al Analysis 

Source 

Responsible 
for 

Development 
and/or 

Implementati
on of 

Measure 
Timing/  
Phase 

SSP or 
NSSP: 

Action(s) Taken to Implement 
Measure/if checked No, add 

Explanation here 

PS&E Task 
Complete 

Mitigation for 
significant 

impacts under 
CEQA? 

Date / 
Initials YES NO 

5097.98 are to be followed as 
applicable. 
Bio-General-1: Equipment 
Staging, Storing & Borrow 
Sites 

All equipment staging, storing, 
and borrow sites require the 
approval of the Caltrans 
biologist. 

 

61 Natural 
Environment 
Study 
(Minimal 
Impacts). 
Revised June 
14, 2024. 

 

District Design 
/ District 
Environmental 
Planning / 
Resident 
Engineer / 
Contractor 

Final Design, 
Construction 

SSP 
14-
6.03B 

    

Bio-General-7: Worker 
Environmental Awareness 
Program (WEAP) 

A qualified biologist must 
present a biological resource 
information program/WEAP 
prior to project activities to all 
personnel that will be present 

61 Natural 
Environment 
Study 
(Minimal 
Impacts). 
Revised June 
14, 2024. 

 

District 
Biological 
Studies/  
Contractor  

Pre-
Construction/
Construction 

     

~ 
□ 
□ 

mailto:steven.holm@dot.ca.gov
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Date of ECR: 12/03/2024 
 
Project Phase:  

 PA/ED (DED/FED) 
 PS&E Submittal______ % 
 Construction 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS 
RECORD 

(SBD-127 Near Baker Pavement 
Rehabilitation) 

08-SBd-127 
PM L0.0/3.0, 10.5/37.7 

                                                                 
                                                                 

EA 08-1G200 
PN: 0815000173 

                                  Generalist: Diana DeGroot 
ECL: TBD                                      

 

Avoidance, Minimization, 
and/or Mitigation Measures Page 

Environment
al Analysis 

Source 

Responsible 
for 

Development 
and/or 

Implementati
on of 

Measure 
Timing/  
Phase 

SSP or 
NSSP: 

Action(s) Taken to Implement 
Measure/if checked No, add 

Explanation here 

PS&E Task 
Complete 

Mitigation for 
significant 

impacts under 
CEQA? 

Date / 
Initials YES NO 

within the project limits for 
longer than 30 minutes at any 
given time. 

Bio-General-8: Biological 
Monitor 

A qualified biologist must 
monitor project activities daily 
to ensure measures are being 
implemented and 
documented. 

61 Natural 
Environment 
Study 
(Minimal 
Impacts). 
Revised June 
14, 2024. 

 

District 
Biological 
Studies/  
Contractor  

Pre-
Construction/
Construction 

     

Bio-General-12: Animal 
Entrapment 

To prevent inadvertent 
entrapment of special status 
reptile species during project 
activities, all excavated steep-
walled holes or trenches more 
than 12 inches in depth must 

61 Natural 
Environment 
Study 
(Minimal 
Impacts). 
Revised June 
14, 2024. 

 

District Design 
/ Resident 
Engineer / 
Contractor  
 

Pre-
Construction/
Construction 

     

~ 
□ 
□ 
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Date of ECR: 12/03/2024 
 
Project Phase:  

 PA/ED (DED/FED) 
 PS&E Submittal______ % 
 Construction 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS 
RECORD 

(SBD-127 Near Baker Pavement 
Rehabilitation) 

08-SBd-127 
PM L0.0/3.0, 10.5/37.7 

                                                                 
                                                                 

EA 08-1G200 
PN: 0815000173 

                                  Generalist: Diana DeGroot 
ECL: TBD                                      

 

Avoidance, Minimization, 
and/or Mitigation Measures Page 

Environment
al Analysis 

Source 

Responsible 
for 

Development 
and/or 

Implementati
on of 

Measure 
Timing/  
Phase 

SSP or 
NSSP: 

Action(s) Taken to Implement 
Measure/if checked No, add 

Explanation here 

PS&E Task 
Complete 

Mitigation for 
significant 

impacts under 
CEQA? 

Date / 
Initials YES NO 

be covered at the close of 
each working day by plywood 
(or similar material) or 
provided with one or more 
escape ramps constructed of 
earth fill or wooden planks. At 
the beginning of each working 
day, all such holes or 
trenches must be inspected to 
ensure no animals have been 
trapped during the previous 
night. Before such holes or 
trenches are filled, they must 
be thoroughly inspected for 
trapped animals. Trapped 
animals must be released by 
the qualified biologist. 

~ 
□ 
□ 
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Date of ECR: 12/03/2024 
 
Project Phase:  

 PA/ED (DED/FED) 
 PS&E Submittal______ % 
 Construction 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS 
RECORD 

(SBD-127 Near Baker Pavement 
Rehabilitation) 

08-SBd-127 
PM L0.0/3.0, 10.5/37.7 

                                                                 
                                                                 

EA 08-1G200 
PN: 0815000173 

                                  Generalist: Diana DeGroot 
ECL: TBD                                      

 

Avoidance, Minimization, 
and/or Mitigation Measures Page 

Environment
al Analysis 

Source 

Responsible 
for 

Development 
and/or 

Implementati
on of 

Measure 
Timing/  
Phase 

SSP or 
NSSP: 

Action(s) Taken to Implement 
Measure/if checked No, add 

Explanation here 

PS&E Task 
Complete 

Mitigation for 
significant 

impacts under 
CEQA? 

Date / 
Initials YES NO 

NOI-1: Construction of the 
project will be conducted in 
accordance with Section 14-
8.02, “Noise Control,” of 
Caltrans’ Standard Special 
Provisions (SSP) and any 
local noise ordinances, which 
may be more restrictive than 
the requirements stated in 
SSP-14-8.02. 

 Environment
al Study 
Request 
Revision #1 
Memorandu
m – Noise.  
Updated 
March 19, 
2024.  

 

District Design 
/ District 
Environmental 
Engineering / 
Resident 
Engineer / 
Contractor 

Construction SSP-
14-
8.02. 

    

NOI-2: Each internal 
combustion engine, used for 
any purpose on the job or 
related to the job, shall be 
equipped with a muffler of a 
type recommend by the 
manufacturer. No internal 
combustion engine shall be 
operated on the project 
without the muffler. 

 Environment
al Study 
Request 
Revision #1 
Memorandu
m – Noise.  
Updated 
March 19, 
2024.  

District Design 
/ District 
Environmental 
Engineering / 
Resident 
Engineer / 
Contractor 

Pre-
Construction/
Construction 

     

~ 
□ 
□ 
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Date of ECR: 12/03/2024 
 
Project Phase:  

 PA/ED (DED/FED) 
 PS&E Submittal______ % 
 Construction 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS 
RECORD 

(SBD-127 Near Baker Pavement 
Rehabilitation) 

08-SBd-127 
PM L0.0/3.0, 10.5/37.7 

                                                                 
                                                                 

EA 08-1G200 
PN: 0815000173 

                                  Generalist: Diana DeGroot 
ECL: TBD                                      

 

Avoidance, Minimization, 
and/or Mitigation Measures Page 

Environment
al Analysis 

Source 

Responsible 
for 

Development 
and/or 

Implementati
on of 

Measure 
Timing/  
Phase 

SSP or 
NSSP: 

Action(s) Taken to Implement 
Measure/if checked No, add 

Explanation here 

PS&E Task 
Complete 

Mitigation for 
significant 

impacts under 
CEQA? 

Date / 
Initials YES NO 

 

HAZ-1: Earth Material 
Containing Lead – Requires a 
Lead Compliance Plan (LCP) 
for soil disturbance when lead 
concentrations are non-
hazardous. 

N/A Initial Site 
Assessment 
(ISA) 
Checklist. 
Updated May 
16, 2024. 

District Design 
/ District 
Environmental 
Engineering / 
Resident 
Engineer / 
Contractor 

Final Design, 
Construction 

SSP 7-
1.02K(
6)(j)(iii) 

    

HAZ-2: Treated Wood Waste 
Wood removed from 
guardrail, thrie beam barrier, 
or roadside sign is treated 
wood waste. Use if project will 
generate treated wood waste. 

N/A Initial Site 
Assessment 
(ISA) 
Checklist. 
Updated May 
16, 2024. 

District Design 
/ District 
Environmental 
Engineering / 
Resident 
Engineer / 
Contractor 

 SSP 
14-
11.14 

    

HAZ-3: Residue contain lead 
from grinding or cold planning 
from paint and thermoplastic 

N/A Initial Site 
Assessment 
(ISA) 
Checklist. 

District Design 
/ District 
Environmental 
Engineering / 
Resident 

 SSP 
36-4 

    

~ 
□ 
□ 
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Date of ECR: 12/03/2024 
 
Project Phase:  

 PA/ED (DED/FED) 
 PS&E Submittal______ % 
 Construction 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS 
RECORD 

(SBD-127 Near Baker Pavement 
Rehabilitation) 

08-SBd-127 
PM L0.0/3.0, 10.5/37.7 

                                                                 
                                                                 

EA 08-1G200 
PN: 0815000173 

                                  Generalist: Diana DeGroot 
ECL: TBD                                      

 

Avoidance, Minimization, 
and/or Mitigation Measures Page 

Environment
al Analysis 

Source 

Responsible 
for 

Development 
and/or 

Implementati
on of 

Measure 
Timing/  
Phase 

SSP or 
NSSP: 

Action(s) Taken to Implement 
Measure/if checked No, add 

Explanation here 

PS&E Task 
Complete 

Mitigation for 
significant 

impacts under 
CEQA? 

Date / 
Initials YES NO 

– Requires a Lead 
Compliance Plan (LCP). 

Updated May 
16, 2024. 

Engineer / 
Contractor 

VIS-1 Replace large shrubs 
and trees removed due bike 
lane work at a 3:1 ratio. 

 

N/A Visual Impact 
Assessment 
Memorandu
m (VIA 
Memo). June 
26, 2024. 

District Design 
/ District 
Landscape 
Architecture / 
Resident 
Engineer / 
Contractor 

Design/Const
ruction 

     

VIS-2: Avoid work under tree 
canopies to preserve existing 
trees. 

N/A Visual Impact 
Assessment 
Memorandu
m (VIA 
Memo). June 
26, 2024. 

District Design 
/ District 
Landscape 
Architecture / 
Resident 
Engineer / 
Contractor 

Construction      

VIS-3: No equipment, 
material storage, or vehicles 

N/A Visual Impact 
Assessment 
Memorandu
m (VIA 

District Design 
/ District 
Landscape 
Architecture / 

Construction      

~ 
□ 
□ 
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Date of ECR: 12/03/2024 
 
Project Phase:  

 PA/ED (DED/FED) 
 PS&E Submittal______ % 
 Construction 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS 
RECORD 

(SBD-127 Near Baker Pavement 
Rehabilitation) 

08-SBd-127 
PM L0.0/3.0, 10.5/37.7 

                                                                 
                                                                 

EA 08-1G200 
PN: 0815000173 

                                  Generalist: Diana DeGroot 
ECL: TBD                                      

 

Avoidance, Minimization, 
and/or Mitigation Measures Page 

Environment
al Analysis 

Source 

Responsible 
for 

Development 
and/or 

Implementati
on of 

Measure 
Timing/  
Phase 

SSP or 
NSSP: 

Action(s) Taken to Implement 
Measure/if checked No, add 

Explanation here 

PS&E Task 
Complete 

Mitigation for 
significant 

impacts under 
CEQA? 

Date / 
Initials YES NO 

are allowed under tree 
dripline. 

Memo). June 
26, 2024. 

Resident 
Engineer / 
Contractor 

VIS-4: Disturbed soil shall be 
seeded with a California 
native seed mix. 

N/A Visual Impact 
Assessment 
Memorandu
m (VIA 
Memo). June 
26, 2024. 

District Design 
/ District 
Landscape 
Architecture / 
Resident 
Engineer / 
Contractor 

Design/Const
ruction 

     

VIS-5: Protect vegetation 
outside of grading limits and 
contractor use areas with 
temporary fencing. 

N/A Visual Impact 
Assessment 
Memorandu
m (VIA 
Memo). June 
26, 2024. 

District Design 
/ District 
Landscape 
Architecture / 
Resident 
Engineer / 
Contractor 

Design/Const
ruction 

     

 

~ 
□ 
□ 
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Date of ECR: 08/20/2024 

Project Phase: 
 PA/ED (DED/FED) 
PS&E Submittal  % 

 Construction 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS 
RECORD 

(SBD-127 Near Baker Pavement 
Rehabilitation) 

08-SBd-127
PM L0.0/3.0, 10.5/37.7 

EA 08-1G200 
PN: 0815000173 

Generalist: Diana DeGroot 
ECL: TBD 

Avoidance, Minimization, 
and/or Mitigation Measures Page 

Environment 
al Analysis 

Source 

Responsible 
for 

Development 
and/or 

Implementati 
on of 

Measure 
Timing/ 
Phase 

SSP or 
NSSP: 

Action(s) Taken to Implement 
Measure/if checked No, add 

Explanation here 

PS&E Task 
Complete 

Mitigation for 
significant 

impacts under 
CEQA? 

Date / 
Initials YES NO 

contractor use areas with 
temporary fencing. 

Memo). June 
26, 2024. 

Resident 
Engineer / 
Contractor 

~ 
□ 
□ 
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Carlsbad Fish And Wildlife Office
2177 Salk Avenue - Suite 250

Carlsbad, CA 92008-7385
Phone: (760) 431-9440 Fax: (760) 431-5901

In Reply Refer To: 
Project Code: 2024-0069149 
Project Name: 08-1G200 Pavement Rehabilitation
 
Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 

location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through the IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated critical habitat.

A biological assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 
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evaluation similar to a biological assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 
contents of a biological assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found at the Fish and 
Wildlife Service's Endangered Species Consultation website at:

https://www.fws.gov/service/esa-section-7-consultation 
 
Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to 
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional, 
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more 
information regarding these Acts, see https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-bird-permit/what- 
we-do.

The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally 
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to 
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within 
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan 
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid 
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and 
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and 
recommended conservation measures, see https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/threats-birds.

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies 
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities 
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures 
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both 
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of 
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/partner/council-conservation- 
migratory-birds.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the header of 
this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project that you submit 
to our office.
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▪

Attachment(s):

Official Species List

OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

Carlsbad Fish And Wildlife Office
2177 Salk Avenue - Suite 250
Carlsbad, CA 92008-7385
(760) 431-9440
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PROJECT SUMMARY
Project Code: 2024-0069149
Project Name: 08-1G200 Pavement Rehabilitation
Project Type: Road/Hwy - Maintenance/Modification
Project Description: The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), District 08, 

proposes to rehabilitate pavement and shoulder backing, on State Route 
127 (SR-127) in San Bernardino County. The proposed scope of work for 
the project will address multi-objective priorities for overall transportation 
needs in and near the City of Baker including the following Assets: 
The width of existing R/W varies from 50’ to 100’ in segment 1 (PM 
L0.0/3.0). The state has prescriptive R/W in segment 2 (PM 10.5/37.7). 
There is no controlled access along the segment 2 of SR-127. 
1. Pavement - Capital Preventive Maintenance (CAPM) strategy to extend 
life of the existing pavement and to improve ride quality by: 
(i) Cold-in-place recycling 0.35’ and overlaying 0.20’ of Rubberized Hot 
Mix Asphalt (RHMA-G). 
(ii) providing pavement tapered edges; & 
(iii) 3' wide shoulder backing on both sides of the highway. 
2. Safety - Replace existing guardrail with concrete barrier, type 60 at the 
Amargosa River Bridge, Bridge No. 54-1170. 
3. Multi-modal Supplementary Assets: 
(i) Construct (2) 6-foot-wide pedestrian pathways and 4-foot-wide 
shoulders for bicycle use (Class II Bike Lane) from Baker Boulevard (PM 
0.02) to Schoolhouse Lane (PM 0.64) / (PM 0.83) within the community 
of Baker. 
(ii) Construct (4) ADA curb ramps and install four enhanced visibility 
crosswalks at the SR-127/Baker Blvd intersection. 
(iii) Restripe the pavement, enhance traffic delineations, and replace and 
upgrade damaged sign panels along SR-127 as per California Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (CA MUTCD) for vehicles, bicycles and 
pedestrians.

Project Location:
The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@35.52870575,-116.17952529366492,14z

https://www.google.com/maps/@35.52870575,-116.17952529366492,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@35.52870575,-116.17952529366492,14z
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Counties: Inyo and San Bernardino counties, California
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1.

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES
There is a total of 5 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

1

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
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MAMMALS
NAME STATUS

Amargosa Vole Microtus californicus scirpensis
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7963

Endangered

BIRDS
NAME STATUS

Southwestern Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii extimus
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6749

Endangered

REPTILES
NAME STATUS

Desert Tortoise Gopherus agassizii
Population: Wherever found, except AZ south and east of Colorado R., and Mexico
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4481

Threatened

INSECTS
NAME STATUS

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Candidate

FLOWERING PLANTS
NAME STATUS

Spring-loving Centaury Centaurium namophilum
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5559

Threatened

CRITICAL HABITATS
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

YOU ARE STILL REQUIRED TO DETERMINE IF YOUR PROJECT(S) MAY HAVE EFFECTS ON ALL 
ABOVE LISTED SPECIES.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7963
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6749
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4481
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5559
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: California Department of Transportation District 8
Name: Michael Grimes
Address: 464 W 4th Street
Address Line 2: Biological Studies and Surveys MS-822
City: San Bernardino
State: CA
Zip: 92401
Email michael.grimes@dot.ca.gov
Phone: 9094721081



Appendix E List of Technical Studies 
Environmental Study Request Revision #1 Memorandum – Air Quality. Updated March 19, 
2024. 

Environmental Study Request Revision #1 Memorandum – Noise. Updated March 19, 
2024. 

Initial Site Assessment (ISA) Checklist. Updated May 16, 2024. 

Natural Environment Study (Minimal Impacts). Revised June 14, 2024. 

Historic Property Survey Report. Supplemental June 18, 2024. 

Hydraulics Memorandum. June 12, 2024 

Visual Impact Assessment (VIA) Memorandum. June 26, 2024. 



Appendix F List of Acronyms and 
Abbreviations 

ACEC Area of Critical Environmental Concern 

ACHP Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

ADI Area of Direct Impact 

APE Area of Potential Effects 

ARARs Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate Requirements 

ASR Archaeological Survey Report 

BLM Bureau of Land Management 

BMPs Best Management Practices 

BSA Biological Study Area 

Caltrans California Department of Transportation 

CEQA California Environmental Quality Act 

CERCLA Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act 

CERFA Community Environmental Response Facilitation Act 

CFR Code of Federal Regulations 

CO Carbon Monoxide 

CSB Contractor Supplied Biologist 

CWA Clean Water Act 

DSA Disturbed Soil Area 

DT Desert Tortoise 

DTSC Department of Toxic Substances Control 

EA Environmental Assessment 

EIS Environmental Impact Statement 

EO Executive Order 

EO 11990 Executive Order for the Protection of Wetlands 

FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency 

FESA Federal Endangered Species Act 



FHWA Federal Highway Administration 

FIFRA Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act 

FONSI Finding of No Significant Impact 

FTIP Federal Transportation Improvement Program 

Guidelines Section 404 (b)(1) Guidelines 

H&SC Health and Safety Code 

HPSR Historic Property Survey Report 

ISA Initial Site Assessment 

LEDPA least environmentally damaging practicable alternative 

MBTA Migratory Bird Treaty Act 

MLD Most Likely Descendent 

MS4s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems 

NAHC Native American Heritage Commission 

NCP National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan 

NEPA National Environmental Policy Act 

NESMI Natural Environment Study Minimal Impacts 

NHPA National Historic Preservation Act 

NMFS National Marine Fisheries Service 

NOA Notice of Availability 

NOAA Fisheries Service National Marine Fisheries Service 

NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

NRHP National Register of Historic Places 

OHWM ordinary high water mark 

OSHA Occupational Safety & Health Act 

PA Programmatic Agreement 

PBO Programmatic Biological Opinion 

PDT Project Development Team 

PLACs permits, licenses, agreements, and certifications 

PIA Project Impact Area 



PM Post Mile 

PRC Public Resources Code 

RAP Relocation Assistance Program 

RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 

RWQCBs Regional Water Quality Control Boards 

SCAG Southern California Association of Governments 

SCCIC South Central Coastal Information Center 

SDC Seismic Design Criteria 

SHOPP State Highway Operation and Protection Program 

SHPO State Historic Preservation Officer 

SR-127 State Route 127 

SSP Standard special provision 

SWMP Storm Water Management Plan 

SWPPPs Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plans 

SWRCB State Water Resources Control Board 

TASAS Traffic Accident Surveillance and Analysis System 

TMDLs Total Maximum Daily Loads 

TSCA Toxic Substances Control Act 

U.S. United States 

U.S. EPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Uniform Act Federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as 
amended 

USACE U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

USC United States Code 

USDA United States Department of Agriculture 



USFWS U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

WDR Waste Discharge Requirements 

WPCP Water Pollution Control Program 


	Prepared by the
	State of California, Department of Transportation
	General Information about This Document
	CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI)
	Table of Contents
	List of Tables
	List of Figures
	1.1 NEPA Assignment
	1.2 INTRODUCTION
	1.3 PURPOSE AND NEED
	1.3.1 Purpose
	1.3.2 Need
	1.3.3 Independent Utility and Logical Termini

	1.4 PROJECT DESCRIPTION
	1.5 PROJECT ALTERNATIVES
	1.5.1 Proposed Build Alternatives
	Reversible Lanes

	1.5.2 No-Build (No-Action) Alternative

	1.6 ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED BUT ELIMINATED FROM FURTHER DISCUSSION
	1.7 PERMITS AND APPROVALS NEEDED
	Table 1-1: Permits and Approvals

	2.1 RESOURCE TOPICS DISMISSED FROM ANALYSIS IN ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
	Table 2-1: Resource Topics Dismissed from Analysis

	2.2 RESOURCE TOPICS WARRANTING FURTHER ANALYSIS
	Regulatory Setting
	Affected Environment
	Table 2-2: Right-of-Way (ROW) Requirements
	Environmental Consequences BUILD ALTERNATIVE
	NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE
	Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures

	2.2.2 Visual/Aesthetics
	Regulatory Setting
	Affected Environment
	Environmental Consequences BUILD ALTERNATIVE
	Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures

	2.2.3 Cultural Resources
	Regulatory Setting
	Affected Environment
	AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECT
	SUMMARY OF IDENTIFICATION EFFORTS
	NATIVE AMERICAN CONSULTATION
	Environmental Consequences

	STUDY FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS
	Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures


	2.2.4 Water Quality and Stormwater Runoff
	Regulatory Setting
	FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS: CLEAN WATER ACT
	STATE REQUIREMENTS: PORTER-COLOGNE WATER QUALITY CONTROL ACT
	STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD AND REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARDS
	• National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Program
	• Construction General Permit
	• Caltrans NPDES Permit
	• Section 401 Permitting
	Affected Environment
	Environmental Consequences BUILD ALTERNATIVE

	NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE
	Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures


	2.2.5 Hazardous Waste/Materials
	Regulatory Setting
	Affected Environment
	Environmental Consequences BUILD ALTERNATIVE
	NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE
	Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures


	2.2.6 Biological Resources
	2.2.6.1 Natural Communities
	Regulatory Setting
	Affected Environment
	Environmental Consequences BUILD ALTERNATIVE
	NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE
	Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures


	2.2.6.2 Wetlands and Other Waters
	Regulatory Setting
	Affected Environment
	Environmental Consequences BUILD ALTERNATIVE
	NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE
	Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures


	2.2.6.3 Plant Species
	Regulatory Setting
	Affected Environment
	Special Status Plant Species
	Environmental Consequences BUILD ALTERNATIVE
	NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE
	Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures
	Bio-General-1: Equipment Staging, Storing & Borrow Sites


	2.2.6.4 Animal Species
	Regulatory Setting
	Affected Environment
	Environmental Consequences BUILD ALTERNATIVE
	Special-Status Invertebrates
	Special-Status Reptiles
	Special-Status Birds
	Special-Status Fish
	Special-Status Mammals
	NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE
	Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures
	Bio-General-1: Equipment Staging, Storing & Borrow Sites
	Bio-General-2: Temporary Artificial Lighting Restrictions
	Bio-General-7: Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP)
	Bio-General-8: Biological Monitor
	Bio-General-12: Animal Entrapment
	To prevent inadvertent entrapment of special status reptile species during project activities, all excavated steep-walled holes or trenches more than 12 inches in depth must be covered at the close of each working day by plywood (or similar material) ...


	2.2.6.5 Threatened and Endangered Species
	Regulatory Setting
	Affected Environment
	Environmental Consequences BUILD ALTERNATIVE
	NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE
	Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures
	Bio-General-1: Equipment Staging, Storing & Borrow Sites
	Bio-General-7: Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP)
	Bio-General-8: Biological Monitor
	Bio-General-12: Animal Entrapment


	2.2.6.6 Invasive Species
	Regulatory Setting
	Affected Environment
	Environmental Consequences
	Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures



	2.3 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS
	Regulatory Setting
	Methodology
	Resources Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts
	3.1 Consultation and Coordination with Public Agencies and Native American Tribes
	3.1.1 Native American Tribes
	3.1.2 U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
	3.1.3 Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
	3.1.4 Public Participation

	3.2 Response to Comments
	5.1 Agencies and Elected Officials
	5.2 Interested Groups, Organizations and Individuals


	Species List_ Carlsbad Fish And Wildlife Office (3).pdf
	United States Department of the Interior
	FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

	Official Species List
	Project summary
	Endangered Species Act species
	Mammals
	Birds
	Reptiles
	Insects
	Flowering Plants
	Critical habitats

	IPaC User Contact Information





