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Table 1. Ownership of the Property. 

1968 Glider Elementary School building, a ca. 2002 daycare building, a ca. 2002 steel container, four portable 

classroom buildings (2003), 2017 solar panels, a 1968 playground area with contemporary equipment, and 

landscape 

Year Owner/Occupants  Details 

1967-2021 Owner: Oak Grove 

School District 

• The Oak Grove School District purchased the 9.5-acre Property in 1967. 

Construction of the Glider Elementary School began in 1968 (Figure 14). 

The school was designed by school district architect Kal H. Porter A.I.A.  

• In 1980, a baseball field (no longer extant) and a small shed (no longer 

extant) were constructed on the west section of the Property (Figure 

15). In ca. 2002, a paved concrete area was constructed, a ca. 2002 

daycare building, a ca. 2002 steel container, and four portable classroom 

buildings (2003), and in 2017, solar panels were added. 

• According to the California School Directory, Glider Elementary was 

closed in 2018.31 32 In 2021, the school district sold the Property. 

 
31  No Author. Glider Elementary, California Department of Education, Accessed 01/22/2025, 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/schooldirectory/details?cdscode=43696256048144. 
32 Mark Gomez, South San Jose School District Decides to Close Three Schools, The Mercury News, Accessed online 

01/22/2025, https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/02/02/south-san-jose-school-district-decides-to-close-three-

schools/. 
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Figure 14. 1968 aerial photograph showing the school buildings being constructed (courtesy of the University of 
California, Santa Barbara). 

 

Figure 15. 1980 aerial photograph showing the Glider Elementary School building, a small shed, a baseball field, and 
the rectangular playground (courtesy of the University of California, Santa Barbara). 
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLES AND ARCHITECT 

The following section details the architectural style and architect associated with the 1968 Glider Elementary 

School.  

POST MODERISM (1950S – 1990S) 

Postmodern architecture is a style or movement that emerged in the late 1950s as a reaction against the 

austerity, formality, and lack of variety of modern architecture, particularly in the international style 

advocated by Philip Johnson and Henry-Russell Hitchcock. The style flourished from the 1980s through the 

1990s, particularly in the work of Scott Brown and Robert Venturi, as well as Philip Johnson, Charles Moore, 

and Michael Graves. In the late 1990s, it was divided into many new trends, including high-tech architecture, 

neo-futurism, new classical architecture, and deconstructivism.33 Post Modernism is often represented by 

giving the primary emphasis to the facade, incorporating historical elements through the subtle use of 

unusual materials and historical allusions while creating fragmentation and modulations to make a building 

interesting.  

CLUSTER-PLAN SCHOOL DESIGN (1950S – 1970S) 

During the 1950s, a new Cluster-Plan School design emerged in the U.S. The design appears to have been 

born from a need for cost-effective school design. In 1952, Architectural Record observed that, in national 

school design, cities began to turn away from traditional education building design that focused on building 

orientation, typically designed to create cross-lighting (aka daylighting), which drove up costs.34 Throughout 

the 1950s and early 1960s, cities grew, and new neighborhoods developed; simultaneously, new funds were 

restricted for the construction of new schools. Cities and architects teamed to come up with ideas to create 

more compact campus plans. This developed into the trend known as the Cluster-Plan School, providing a 

logical solution to funding issues. Early prototypes retained low massing and indoor-outdoor access and views 

for all classrooms. But rather than extending wings along an axis, the plan called for grouping them as 

modular, standalone units around a shared central courtyard. Some Cluster-Plan School designs had generous 

expanses of windows, with views to central courtyards and other classrooms, providing a more communal 

setting. In terms of organization and details, the prominent cluster schools of the early and mid-1950s 

reflected a new sensitivity to the child’s perception. Character-defining features of cluster designs include 

views towards a courtyard and other classrooms, providing a more communal, neighborhood-like setting, and 

easy indoor-outdoor connections.  

Sub-Type: Open-Plan School Design  

During the early 1960s, the Open-Plan School design (a sub-type of the Cluster-Plan School design) was 

introduced by the Educational Facilities Laboratories (EFL), a nonprofit funded by the Ford Foundation’s Fund 

for the Advancement of Learning. The EFL “brought together educators, architects, manufacturers, and 

 
33 Heinrich Klotz, History of Post-Modern Architecture. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 1998. 
34 Frank G. Lopez, “Schools: Architectural Record’s Building Types Study Number 184: Some Trends in School Design,” 

Architectural Record (March 1952): 132–141, 150–154. 
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government officials” to “encourage new ideas about both curriculum and architecture.”35 The EFL conducted 

research, sponsored conferences, and held grant competitions. The intention of the new design was to 

accommodate a new method of “team teaching,” with adaptable interiors, movable walls, and few built-ins, 

in a new typology known as the open-plan school. According to the Los Angeles Times, “If you were to take 

the roof off most schools and look in, you would see a series of identical rooms, approximately 30 x 40 ft., 

strung along both sides of a corridor. This is the floor plan of an obsolete school.”36 Although the most obvious 

changes brought by the open-school plan were to school interiors, the shift was also discernible on the 

exterior. Some—but not all—open-plan schools adopted the circular form, though some argued that the 

circular form best served team teaching since the circular plan offered “continuous movement of children.”37 

Architects also experimented with hexagonal building shapes, either with self-enclosed campuses or smaller 

circular classrooms clustered around a common area or courtyards, such as the Glider Elementary School. 

Ultimately, despite high expectations, open-plan schools “faced problems of practicality and perception.”38 

By the 1970s, the Open-Plan School design was no longer constructed.  Character-defining features of this 

sub-type included clustered buildings with higher ceilings, roof spans had to be long and high, with a steel 

structural system - providing, essentially, a large high space into which the school’s program could be 

designed. As such, massing increased, and corridors were located inside the forms. The buildings were often 

set around central courtyards. Architects also experimented with hexagonal forms.  

ARCHITECT: KAL H. PORTER, AIA (1923-2015) 

The Glider Elementary School architect was Kal H. Porter, AIA (Figure 16 and Figure 17). Porter studied 

architecture at the University of California Berkeley (graduation year unknown). During his career, he founded 

several architectural firms, including Porter, Jensen, Hansen, Manzagol Architects (1957-1979), and Don 

Jensen Associates (1960s to the 1970s); and in 1978, Porter founded Kal Porter, AIA and Associates. In 

addition, during the 1960s and 1970s, Porter worked for the Bank Building & Equipment Corporation of 

America, designing banks, working on several hospital additions, and on school projects as a district architect 

in Santa Clara County. During his career, he designed several public school buildings, focusing on Cluster-Plan 

School design, noting that this school building design was focused on reducing building costs but also 

incorporating new and innovative learning experiences within the interiors of the buildings using a design 

template created for this approach. As such, many district and district architects utilized the Cluster-Plan 

School templates to design new schools, likely adding some of their own design elements; however, this 

would have been curtailed by costs. One of the examples of this design is the Nelson S. Dilworth Elementary 

School (1962) in the Cupertino Union School District. This design also included elements of Mid-Century 

Modern architecture and some open-plan details – though not fully an Open-Plan School design.  Porter also 

designed the New Inverness School (1963; no longer extant) Open-Plan School for the Cupertino Union School 

District; however, the school was demolished in 1978. In 1965, he designed the Victorine Klein School in 

 
35 Amy F. Ogata, “Building for Learning in Postwar American Elementary Schools,” Journal of the Society of Architectural 

Historians 67, no. 4, (December 2008) 581.  
36 “‘Flexible’ School Called Teamwork Aid,” Los Angeles Times, 24 November 1961. 
37 Ogata, 583.  
38 Ibid. 583.  
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Mountain View, a collaborative design that incorporated the Open-Plan School design by the EFL, which was 

the intention, as the team design was focused on cost and innovative learning.  

 

Figure 16. Architect Kal H. Porter’s design, under Don Jensen Associates (courtesy of the Oak Grove School District). 
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Figure 17. Exterior elevations of the school building (courtesy of the Oak Grove School District). 

HISTORIC ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY  

On December 21, 2024, EDS Principal Architectural Historian Stacey De Shazo, M.A., completed a historic 

architectural survey of the Property, including the 1968 Glider Elementary School building, a ca. 2002 daycare 

building, a ca. 2002 steel container, four portable classroom buildings (2003), 2017 solar panels, a 1968 

playground area with contemporary equipment, and landscape. The results of the survey are documented in 

the following section.  

1968 GLIDER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BUILDING 

The 1968 Glider Elementary School building was designed in the Modern Open-Plan School Design utilizing 

the “cluster” form. The building features a pattern of five rotundas interconnected by corridors of various 

shapes. The buildings are organized into three units (aka clusters) identified as Unit A, Unit B, and Unit C 

(Figure 18).  Unit A consists of four rotundas that originally housed four open-plan classrooms within each 

rotunda; Unit B is a curved, single-story, flat-roof rectangular form that originally housed the administrative 

offices and two kindergarten classrooms; and Unit C is a larger rotunda that was a multi-use room. The 

building is constructed of concrete blocks and clad in redwood siding. The roofs are clad with composite 

shingles. The rotunda roofs are distinct design elements, resembling Pavilion-style roofs, comprising a lower 

section and a raised center form. The building appears to rest on a concrete slab foundation secured via steel 

pipe columns and square steel columns.  

The following section details the three units, A, B, and C that comprise the school building.  

Ev ANS t'~ D E S HAZO, INC 
l ARCHAEOLOGY (9 HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

................ ,.,._. ,_ ,_,,_., .. ,. .. --· ~ .. . , ... _, ....... A-5 



 

A Historic Resource Evaluation and Local Assessment of the Glider Elementary School at 511 Cozy Drive, San Jose, Santa 
Clara County, California.  25 

 

Figure 18. Sketch showing units A, B, and C, taken from the original Architectural drawings, sheet A-3 (courtesy of 
the Oak Grove School District).  

Unit A – Four Rotundas 

Unit A consists of four rotundas and several rectangular forms (Figure 19, Figure 20, and Figure 21), as well 

as an open-air corridor that connects Unit A to Unit C (Figure 22).  The rotunda roofs have wide eaves with 

exposed rafters. The four rotundas are clad in concrete blocks, and the rectangular forms are clad in redwood 

siding panels reminiscent of board-and-batten siding. It appears there may be at least two fixed-light windows 

(sidelights) that flank an exterior door along one of the four rotundas; however, the windows are covered in 

plywood. Overall, there is a significant lack of windows, which does not align with the original design's intent 

of a modern cluster or open-plan design that typically includes clearstory windows, allowing light into the 

open classrooms. It is likely that the lack of windows was to save on construction costs. The rotundas consist 

of half-glazed (covered with plywood) and metal doors, double metal doors, and solid metal doors. The 

integrated, rectangular form along the west elevation is attached to the two most western rotundas. The 

rectangular form consists of two metal doors, which, within the interior, originally housed a series of 

classrooms divided by removable panels. There are no windows within the rectangular form. There is an open-

air corridor constructed of round metal posts and a flat roof that leads from the south elevation and the 

center section of the four rotundas, which leads to the large rotunda (Unit C).  
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Figure 19. Showing the northeastern-most rotunda, facing south.  

 

Figure 20. Showing two of the four rotundas, facing west.  
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Figure 21. Showing an exterior, integrated wooden wall that joins the two most northerly rotundas, facing 
southwest.  

 

Figure 22. Photograph showing the open-air corridor that connects to the large rotunda (Unit C), facing east.  

Unit B – Curved Rectangular Form 

Unit B is a curved rectangular form that if one of the principal facades along the “primary” elevation of the 

school (Figure 23). The form comprises a flat roof with wide eaves and exposed rafter tails along the primary 

facade. The visible side wall facing Glider Drive is an oversized wall that extends beyond the height of the roof 

and is clad in redwood boards reminiscent of board and batten siding (Figure 24). There are fixed, divided-
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light floor-to-ceiling windows along the primary facade (currently covered in plywood, although visible on 

Google street map), of which some flank solid metal doors.  

 

Figure 23. Photograph showing a section of Unit B, adjacent to Unit C, facing east.  

 

Figure 24. The southwesternmost section of Unit B, facing east.  

Unit C - Large Rotunda 

Unit C consists of the large rotunda that is visible along Glider and Cozy drives. The building is clad in concrete 

blocks and has wide eaves with exposed rafters (Figure 25). The building consists of a main, recessed 
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“vestibule” within a wide entrance located on the eastern wall of the form. The main entrance consists of 

metal, double doors flanked by side light windows (covered in plywood). There is a secondary wide entrance 

along the north side of the building, which is accessed via the open-air corridor. This entrance is recessed and 

consists of metal double doors. There are two narrow, recessed entrances, one along the north side and one 

at the west side of the form.  There are no windows along the large rotunda.   

 

 

 

Figure 25. Unit C, facing northeast.  

CA. 2002 DAYCARE BUILDING 

The ca. 2002 daycare building is not associated with any architectural style or form. The rectangular building 

appears to be wood-framed and is clad in wood panels (Figure 26). It has a low-pitched “shed-style” roof. 

There are two accessibility ramps along the south elevation (primary façade) that lead to metal single doors 

at each end of the primary facade. The ramp consists of a raised concrete ramp and metal handrails. There 

are two narrow, rectangular windows along the south elevation that are covered in plywood, as well as 

addition windows on the side elevations, also covered in plywood.   
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Figure 26. Primary façade, facing east.  

CA. 2002 STEEL CONTAINER 

The ca. 2002 steel container is not associated with any architectural design or form. It is an approximately 20-

foot portable storage container (Figure 27).  

 

Figure 27.  ca. 2002 steel container, facing east.  

FOUR PORTABLE CLASSROOM BUILDINGS (2003) 

The four portable classrooms are not associated with any architectural style or form. The four buildings are 
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he worked on specific projects (some with specific restrictions such as schools) and in popular styles 

during his career. Neither Porter, nor any of the architectural firms he worked for, are listed within 

PCAD,42 and his peers have not recognized him as a relevant architect. Therefore, the 1968 Glider 

Elementary School is not eligible under Criterion 3 for association with Porter.  

The ca. 2002 daycare building, a ca. 2002 steel container, four portable classroom buildings (2003), 

and 2017 solar panels do not meet the age requirement for evaluation. The 1968 playground area 

with contemporary equipment and landscape were not found to be significant under this criterion. 

 Therefore, none of the built environment resources within the Property appear individually eligible 

for listing in the CRHR under Criterion 3.  

4.  (Information potential): Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory 

or history.   

Criterion 4 most commonly applies to resources that contain or are likely to contain information on 

an important archaeological research question. While most often applied to archaeological sites, 

Criterion 4 can also apply to built environment resources that contain important information. For a 

building to be eligible under Criterion 4, it must be a principal source of important information, such 

as exhibiting a local variation on a standard design or construction technique can be eligible if a study 

can yield important information, such as how local availability of materials or construction expertise 

affected the evolution of local building development.  

None of the built environment resources within the Property are the principal source of information 

for any local design or construction technique. As such, none of the built environment resources within 

the Property are eligible for listing in the CRHR under Criterion 4. 

INTEGRITY 

A Property must possess significance under one or more of the above-listed criteria and have historic integrity 

to qualify for listing in the CRHR. There are seven variables, or aspects, used to judge historic integrity, 

including location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 43  A resource must 

possess the aspects of integrity that relate to the historical theme(s) and period of significance identified for 

the built-environment resources. National Register Bulletin 15 explains, “only after significance is fully 

established can you proceed to the issue of integrity.”  

The 1968 Glider Elementary School building, a ca. 2002 daycare building, a ca. 2002 steel container, four 

portable classroom buildings (2003), 2017 solar panels, a 1968 playground area with contemporary 

equipment, and landscape within the Property were not found to be eligible for listing on the CRHR under 

 
42 PCAD includes a range of information on the buildings and architects of California, Oregon and Washington. Also 

included are professionals in other fields who have made an impact on the built environment, such as landscape 

architects, interior designers, engineers, urban planners, developers, and building contractors.  
43  National Park Service, National Register Bulletin: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation 

(Washington, D.C.: United States Department of the Interior, 1997). 
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any of the four Criteria; as such, an integrity analysis was not completed.   

CONCLUSION  

EDS completed an HRE and Local Assessment of the Property containing the 1968 Glider Elementary School 

building, a ca. 2002 daycare building, a ca. 2002 steel container, four portable classroom buildings (2003), 

2017 solar panels, a 1968 playground area with contemporary equipment, and landscape at 511 Cozy Lane, 

San Jose, Santa Clara County to determine if the Property is individually eligible for listing on the CRHR or 

eligible for a potential local landmark listing, and make recommendations as warranted. The methods used 

to complete the HRE included a record search and literature review, and an intensive level historic 

architectural survey. The HRE was completed by EDS Principal Architectural Historian Stacey De Shazo, M.A., 

who exceeds the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards in Architectural History and 

History, and Bee Thao, M.A., who assisted with the research.   

The HRE determined that none of the built environment resources within the Property qualify for listing on 

the CRHR under any criterion, and the Property is not recommended for local landmark listing (Appendix B). 

As such, there are no built environment resources within the Property that are not considered historical 

resources in accordance with 14 CCR §15064.5. Therefore, no Project-specific recommendations are 

warranted 
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(Continued from Primary, page 1)  

1968 Glider Elementary School Building 

The buildings are organized into three units (aka clusters) identified as Unit A, Unit B, and Unit C. Unit A 

consists of four rotundas that originally housed four open-plan classrooms within each rotunda; Unit B is a 

curved, single-story, flat roof rectangular form that originally housed the administrative offices and two 

kindergarten classrooms; and Unit C is a larger rotunda that was a multi-use room. The building is constructed 

of concrete blocks and clad in redwood siding. The building is constructed of concrete blocks and clad in 

redwood siding. The roofs are clad with composite shingles. The rotunda roofs are distinct design elements, 

resembling Pavilion-style roofs, comprising a lower section and a raised center form. The building appears 

to rest on a concrete slab foundation secured via steel pipe columns and square steel columns.  

The following section describes the three units, A, B, and C that make up the school building.  

 

Figure 1. Sketch showing units A, B, and C, taken from the original Architectural drawings, sheet A-3 (courtesy of the 

Oak Grove School District).  

Unit A – Four Rotundas 

Unit A consists of four rotundas and several rectangular forms (Figure 2, and Figure 3), as well as an open-

air corridor that connects Unit A to Unit C (Figure 4).  The rotunda roofs have wide eaves with exposed 
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rafters. The four rotundas are clad in concrete blocks, and the rectangular forms are clad in redwood siding 

panels that are reminiscent of board and batten siding. It appears there may be at least two fixed-light 

windows (sidelights) that flank an exterior door along one of the four rotundas; however, the windows are 

covered in plywood. Overall, there is a significant lack of windows, which does not align with the original 

design intent of modern cluster or open-plan design that typically included clearstory windows – allowing 

light into the open classrooms. It is likely that the lack of windows was to save on construction costs. The 

rotundas consist of half-glazed (covered with plywood) and metal doors, double metal doors, and solid 

metal doors. The integrated, rectangular form along the west elevation is attached to the two most western 

rotundas. The rectangular form consists of two metal doors that originally housed a series of classrooms 

divided by removal panels. There are no windows within the rectangular form. There is an open-air corridor 

constructed of round metal posts and a flat roof that leads from the south elevation and the center section 

of the four rotundas, which leads to the large rotunda (Unit C).  

 

 

Figure 2. Showing two of the four rotundas, facing west.  
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Figure 3. Showing an exterior, integrated wooden wall that joins the two most northerly rotundas, facing southwest.  

 

Figure 4. Photograph showing the open-air corridor that connects to the large rotunda (Unit C), facing east.  
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Unit B – Curved Rectangular Form 

Unit B is a curved rectangular form that if one of the principal facades along the “primary” elevation of 

the school (Figure 5). The form comprises a flat roof with wide eaves and exposed rafter tails along the 

primary facade. The visible side wall facing Glider Drive is an oversized wall that extends beyond the 

height of the roof and is clad in redwood boards reminiscent of board and batten siding (Figure 6). There 

are fixed, divided-light floor-to-ceiling windows along the primary facade (currently covered in plywood, 

though visible from Google street map), of which some flank solid, metal doors.  

 

Figure 5. Photograph showing a section of Unit B, adjacent to Unit C, facing east.  
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Figure 6. The southwesternmost section of Unit B, facing east.  

Unit C - Large Rotunda 

Unit C consists of the large rotunda that is visible along Glider and Cozy drives. The building is clad in 

concrete blocks and has wide eaves with exposed rafters (Figure 7). The building consists of a main, 

recessed “vestibule” within a wide entrance located on the eastern wall of the form. The main entrance 

consists of metal, double doors flanked by side light windows (covered in plywood). There is a secondary 

wide entrance along the north side of the building, which is accessed via the open-air corridor. This 

entrance is recessed and consists of metal, double doors. There are two narrow, recessed entrances, 

one along the north side, and one at the west side of the form.  There are no windows along the large 

rotunda.   
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Figure 7. Unit C, facing northeast.  

ca. 2002 Daycare Building 

The ca. 2002 daycare building is not associated with any architectural style or form. The rectangular 

building appears to be wood-framed and is clad in wood panels (Figure 8). It has a low-pitched “shed-

style” roof. There are two accessibility ramps along the south elevation (primary façade) that lead to 

metal single doors at each end of the primary facade. The ramp consists of a raised concrete ramp and 

metal handrails. There are two narrow, rectangular windows along the south elevation that are covered 

in plywood, as well as addition windows on the side elevations, also covered in plywood.   
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Figure 8. Primary façade, facing east.  

ca. 2002 Steel Container 

The ca. 2002 steel container is not associated with any architectural design or form. It is an 

approximately 20-foot portable storage container (Figure 9).  
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Figure 9.  ca. 2002 steel container, facing east.  

Four Portable Classroom Buildings (2003) 

The four portable classrooms are not associated with any architectural style or form. The four buildings 

are similar in design and material (Figure 10), each with vertical wood panel siding, rectangular 

windows, metal entrance doors, and a shed-style roof with wide eaves.  
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Figure 10. Four portable classroom buildings, facing northwest.  

Landscape (2017 Solar Panels, 1968 Playground Area, etc..)1 

The landscape is mostly paved with asphalt and consists of a schoolyard with painted activity “stencils,” 

2017 solar panels (Figure 11), a 1968 playground area (replaced with contemporary playground 

equipment), two semi-circular “drop-off and pick-up” driveways, one at the primary façade on Cozy 

Road (Figure 12) and one along the cozy Drive. There is also a kindergarten playground and parking.  

 
1 The 2017 solar panels and 1968 playground have been combined in the landscape section of the survey documentation.  
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Figure 11. Photograph showing the 2017 solar panels, and a portion of the schoolyard, facing north.  

 

Figure 12. Photograph showing the semi-circular driveway, facing northwest.  
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California Register of Historic Resource (CRHR) Evaluation  

1. (Event): Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 

patterns of California's history and cultural heritage 

The property, including the 1968 Glider Elementary School building, a ca. 2002 daycare building, 

a ca. 2002 steel container, four portable classroom buildings (2003), 2017 solar panels, a 1968 

playground area with contemporary equipment, and landscape, is not associated with any 

event that made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of California’s history or 

cultural heritage. As such, the built environment within the property does not appear eligible 

for listing on the CRHR.  

Therefore, the property does not appear individually eligible for listing in the CRHR under 

Criterion 1.  

2. (Person): Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past. 

EDS completed a thorough records search and literature review of the ownership of the 

property containing the 1968 Glider Elementary School building, a ca. 2002 daycare building, a 

ca. 2002 steel container, four portable classroom buildings (2003), 2017 solar panels, a 1968 

playground area with contemporary equipment, and landscape, was owned by the school 

district from 1967 to 2021 and, as such, the Property is not eligible for listing under this 

criterion.  

Therefore, the property is not individually eligible for listing in the CRHR under Criterion 2. 

3.  (Construction/Architecture): Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, 

or method of construction, or   represents the work of an important creative individual, or 

possesses high artistic values 

Architecture – The 1968 Glider Elementary School is associated with Post-Modernism 

architecture, specifically Open-Plan School Design, with a period of significance of 1968. 

Although the building is associated with a type of school design that gained popularity in the 

1960s and included interior elements that supported open-plan learning, it is a modest example 

and lacks any design elements, such as interior corridors or clusters set around a central 

courtyard, which would support the building being a representative example of this style. Also, 

there is a significant lack of windows, which does not align with the original design's intent of a 

modern cluster or open-plan design that typically includes clearstory windows. In addition, the 

materials – though modern – include oversized “board and batten” elements and the small 

concrete blocks appear to have been chosen based on cost savings rather than on design or 

materials distinctive to Post-Modernism and Open-Plan School Design. Therefore, the 1968 

Glider Elementary School building is not eligible under Criterion 3 for architecture. 
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Architect – Kal H. Porter: The 1968 Glider Elementary School is associated with Kal H. Porter, an 

architect who mainly worked in the design of public buildings. Although Porter appears to have 

been an adept architect, who embraced modern architecture in the 1960s and 1970s, he was 

not a master architect and did not develop his own architectural style or specialize in any design, 

nor did he “invent” the Open-Plan School Design or master this style. Instead, like many 

architectural firms, he worked on specific projects (some with specific restrictions such as 

schools) and in popular styles during his career. Neither Porter nor any of the architectural firms 

where he worked are listed within PCAD, and his peers have not recognized him as a relevant 

architect. Therefore, the 1968 Glider Elementary School is not eligible under Criterion 3 for 

association with Porter.  

The ca. 2002 daycare building, a ca. 2002 steel container, four portable classroom buildings 

(2003), and 2017 solar panels do not meet the age requirement for evaluation. The 1968 

playground area with contemporary equipment, and landscape were not found to be significant 

under this criterion. 

 Therefore, none of the built environment resources within the property appear individually 

eligible for listing in the CRHR under Criterion 3.  

4.  (Information potential): Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in 

prehistory or history.   

Criterion 4 most commonly applies to resources that contain or are likely to contain information 

on an important archaeological research question. While most often applied to archaeological 

sites, Criterion 4 can also apply to built environment resources that contain important 

information. For a building to be eligible under Criterion 4, it must be a principal source of 

important information, such as exhibiting a local variation on a standard design or construction 

technique can be eligible if a study can yield important information, such as how local 

availability of materials or construction expertise affected the evolution of local building 

development.  

None of the built environment resources within the Property are the principal source of 

information for any local design or construction technique. As such, none of the built 

environment resources within the Property are eligible for listing in the CRHR under Criterion 4. 
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February 14, 2025 

 
 
Planning Division | City of San Jose 

200 E. Santa Clara Street, 3rd floor  

San Jose, California 95113 

 
RE: City of San Jose Local Landmark Assessment for the 511 Cozy Drive 

Ms. Dana Peak Edwards,  

Evans & De Shazo (EDS) Principal Architectural Historian Stacey De Shazo, M.A. completed the following 

local landmark assessment of the 1968 Glider Elementary School building within the 9.5-acre Glider 

Elementary School property at 511 Cozy Drive, City of San Jose, California, within Assessor Parcel Number 

(APN) 689-08-001 (Property),1 Per the City of San Jose historic preservation ordinance 13.48.110, the 

procedures for the designation of a landmark are considered through eight "relevant factors" (labeled 1 

– 8). The assessment complies with the City of San Jose's historic preservation guidelines and the goals 

and policies of the City of San Jose General Plan (adopted by the City Council in November 2011). The 

landmark assessment is not a landmark nomination, which is the role of the Historic Landmarks 

Commission or the City Council. Instead, this landmark assessment intends to guide the city regarding the 

potential eligibility of built environment resources for local landmark listing. The landmark assessment 

addresses eight "relevant factors" listed 1 through 8 to assess the potential eligibility for local landmark 

listing applied to the 1968 Glider Elementary School building. 

Current Listing Status  

The 1968 Glider Elementary School building is not currently a local landmark, is not currently listed on any 

local, state, or federal historical resource list, and has not been previously identified as potentially eligible 

for local listing. Also, prior to this landmark assessment by EDS, no local assessment had been completed 

for the 1968 Glider Elementary School building.  

Methods 

To complete the landmark assessment of the 1968 Glider Elementary School building,2 EDS reviewed 

documentation from local repositories, including the Santa Clara County Assessor and Recorder offices, 

the City of San Jose, and the San Jose Public Library, as well as available online historical documentation 

and EDS Principal Architectural Historian, Stacey De Shazo, M.A., as part of the Historic Resource 

 
1 The Property also consists of a a ca. 2002 daycare building, a ca. 2002 steel container, four portable classroom 

buildings (2003), 2017 solar panels, a 1968 playground area, and landscape that were not considered for landmark 

assessment as it does not meet the definition of a historic landmark (13.48.020) 

2 Stacey De Shazo, “Historic Resource Evaluation and Local Assessment of the Glider Elementary School at 511 Cozy 

Drive, San Jose, Santa Clara County, California,” Evans & De Shazo, 2025.  
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Evaluation (HRE) of the Property,3 conducted a historic architectural survey of the 1968 Glider Elementary 

School building, documenting its current condition, architectural style, materials, and alterations, utilized 

to assess the building for landmark eligibility. Currently, the city does not have a local landmark 

assessment form. Although California Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) Department of Parks and 

Recreation (DPR) 523 forms have been used for the local landmark assessment, the use of DPR 523 forms 

is not recommended, as they are typically a tool designed for use by professionals, following the OHP 

guidelines, to document and evaluate historic resources for listing on the National Register of Historic 

Places (NRHP) and the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR). As such, DPR 523 forms may not 

be well suited for local "criterion" assessment for the City of San Jose. In addition, they are part of the 

HRE report by EDS. Therefore, the landmark assessment was completed within the following section, 

addressing the eight "relevant factors" listed 1 through 8.  

Local Landmark Assessment 

The following landmark assessment of the 1968 Glider Elementary School building follows historic 

preservation ordinance 13.48.110, which provides the procedures for the designation of a landmark 

through the consideration of eight "relevant factors" (labeled 1 – 8). The landmark assessment, completed 

by EDS Principal Architectural Historian Stacey De Shazo, M.A., complies with the City of San Jose's historic 

preservation guidelines and the goals and policies of the City of San Jose General Plan (adopted by the 

City Council in November 2011).  

City of San Jose Landmark Assessment Factors (1-8)  

1. Its character, interest, or value as part of the local, regional, state, or national history, heritage, or 
culture.  

The 1968 Glider Elementary School building was designed in the Post Modernism architectural style, 

specifically a sub-type of a Cluster-Plan known as the Open-Plan School Design, with a period of 

significance of 1968. Although the building is associated with a type of school design that gained 

popularity in the 1960s and included interior elements that supported open-plan learning, it is a modest 

example and lacks any design elements, such as interior corridors or clusters set around a central 

courtyard, which would support the building being a representative example of this style. In addition, the 

materials – though modern – include oversized “board and batten” elements and small concrete blocks 

that appear to have been chosen based on costs and not on design associated with Post-Modernism. 

Therefore, the building is recommended as not eligible for designation as a city landmark. 

2. Its location as a site of a significant historic event. 

The 1968 Glider Elementary School building is in its original location. However, the location is not 

associated with any significant historical event in San Jose. Therefore, under this factor, the 1968 Glider 

Elementary School is recommended as not eligible for designation as a city landmark.  

 
3 Ibid.  
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3. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the local, regional, state, or 
national culture and history. 

Research completed by EDS revealed that the 1968 Glider Elementary School is associated with architect 

Kal H. Porter, who lived in the City of Santa Clara in the 1960s and 1970s, working in various locations in 

Santa Clara County. Although he is a local architect and worked for Jensen Associates, neither Porter nor 

Jensen Associates have contributed significantly to the local, regional, state, or national culture and 

history and are not listed on the City of San Jose "Notable Persons Working List."4  Therefore, under this 

factor, the 1968 Glider Elementary School building is recommended as not eligible for designation as a 

city landmark. 

4. Its exemplification of the cultural, economic, social, or historic heritage of the City of San Jose.  

Although the 1968 Glider Elementary School was constructed in support of the growing need as 

population increased in San Jose in the 1960s, there is no evidence that the building exemplifies any 

cultural, economic, social, or historic heritage of the City of San Jose that would warrant listing under this 

factor. Also, schools constructed to support population growth are typically not important in their own 

right – noting this is usually focused on early settlement patterns, such as a “first school” or “one-room 

schoolhouse.” Therefore, the 1968 Glider Elementary School is recommended as not eligible for 

designation as a city landmark under this factor. 

5. Its portrayal of the environment of a group of people in an era of history characterized by a distinctive 
architectural style.  

Factor 5 appears to be a question related to association with vernacular architecture or archaeology. 

Therefore, under this factor, the 1968 Glider Elementary School is not recommended as eligible for 

designation as a city landmark. 

6. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen. 

The 1968 Glider Elementary School was designed in the Post Modernism Architectural style, a building 

type constructed in Santa Clara County and in other cities in California. Therefore, under this factor, the 

building is recommended as not eligible for designation as a city landmark. Although the building is 

associated with a design that gained popularity in the 1960s and included interior elements that 

supported open-plan learning, it is a modest example and lacks any design elements, such as interior 

corridors or clusters set around a central courtyard, which would support the building being a 

representative example of this style. The only distinguishing element of the design is the “pavilion style 

rotundas;” however, it is not a representative examples of this roof type or form – instead, is a simple 

 
4 City of San Jose, “Notable Persons Working List,” https://www.sanjoseca.gov/your-

government/departments-offices/planning-building-code-enforcement/planning-division/historic-

resources/historic-contexts-and-surveys/historic-context-statement-update/notable-persons-working-

list (accessed 1/25/2025).  
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design that appears to have been constructed with limited funding, which affected the design significantly. 

In addition, the materials – though modern – include oversized “board and batten” elements and small 

concrete blocks that appear to have been chosen based on costs and not on design associated with Post-

Modernism and lacks clearstory windows, typical of this design. 

7. Its identification as the work of an architect or master builder whose individual work has influenced 
the development of the City of San Jose. 

As detailed within the 2025 HRE by EDS,5 the 1968 Glider Elementary School is not the work of a master 

architect or builder. Therefore, under this factor, the 1968 Glider Elementary School is recommended as 

not eligible for designation as a city landmark.  

8. Its embodiment of elements of architectural or engineering design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship, 
which represents a significant architectural innovation or which is unique.  

The 1968 Glider Elementary School was originally a Post Modernism architectural design, specifically a 

sub-type of a Cluster-Plan known as the Open-Plan School Design. However, Porter did not develop or 

perfect this design. Instead, like many city and county architects throughout California, Porter, via Jensen 

Associates, designed public buildings, including schools. For this building, Porter used the Open-Plan 

design template, which focused on reducing building costs while incorporating new and innovative 

learning experiences within the interiors of the buildings using learning guidance from the Educational 

Facilities Laboratories (EFL). As such, the interior is a key element of the design. The EFL was a nonprofit 

funded by the Ford Foundation’s Fund for the Advancement of Learning. The EFL “brought together 

educators, architects, manufacturers, and government officials” to “encourage new ideas about 

curriculum and architecture.”6 The EFL developed the prototype design for the cluster and open plans. 

Therefore, under this factor, the 1968 Glider Elementary School is recommended as not eligible for 

designation as a city landmark. 

Conclusion  

In compliance with the City of San Jose's historic preservation guidelines and the goals and policies of the 

City of San Jose General Plan (adopted by the City Council in November 2011) and following the historic 

preservation ordinance 13.48.110, EDS Principal Architectural Historian Stacey De Shazo, MA, completed 

a local landmark assessment of the 1968 Glider Elementary School. As required by the city, EDS considered 

the eight "relevant factors" (1 – 8) for landmark listing, utilizing relevant context from the research and 

survey completed by EDS in 2025 for the HRE.7  

 
5 Stacey De Shazo, “Historic Resource Evaluation and Local Assessment of the Glider Elementary School at 511 Cozy 
Drive, San Jose, Santa Clara County, California,” Evans & De Shazo, 2025.  
6 Amy F. Ogata, “Building for Learning in Postwar American Elementary Schools,” Journal of the Society of 

Architectural Historians 67, no. 4, (December 2008) 581.  

7 Stacey De Shazo, “Historic Resource Evaluation and Local Assessment of the Glider Elementary School at 511 Cozy 

Drive, San Jose, Santa Clara County, California,” Evans & De Shazo, 2025.  
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EDS findings recommend that the 1968 Glider Elementary School building is not eligible for local landmark 

listing.  

Sincerely,  

 

 

 
Stacey De Shazo, M.A., Principal Architectural Historian 
stacey@evans-deshazo.com 
1141 Gravenstein Hwy S. Sebastopol, California, 95472 
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