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SCH #:
Project Title: _Zone Change Z21-0010/Williamson Act Contract WAC21-0003 Indian Rock Tree Farm (Hyder)

El Dorado County Planning and Building Department, Planning Division

Lead Agency:
Contact Name: Bianca Dinkler, Senior Planner

Email: bianca.dinkler@edcgov.us Phone Number: (530) 621-5875

Project Location: €amino, El Dorado County
o County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

Zone Change from Timber Production Zone (TPZ) to Planned Agricultural (PA), and a request for a Williamson Act
ontract (Agricultural Preserve) for an established Christmas tree farm, Indian Rock Tree Farm. The proposed project
does not consist of any physical construction on the existing tree farm, and thus this Initial Study is not required to
evaluate the physical environmental effects of construction of new facilities. Rather, this Initial Study appropriately
evaluates the reasonably foreseeable consequences of the rezone, in particular, any operations activities that would be
allowed “ by-right” without further environmental review. These net new by-right activities could consist of ranch
marketing uses such as a bake shop, commercial kitchen, food preparation on-site, handicraft sales,
arketing/promotional events, and special events such as weddings. The proposed project is requesting 15 special
events per year with up to 75 guests per event. As required by the current Ranch Marketing and Wineries Ordinance a
ISpecial Event Notice shall be submitted to the County’ s Department of Agriculture for all special events. The project
S ite would be served by an exlsting private well for both potabie water and emergency water supply and served by an

Ident:fy the project's significant or potenhally s:gnrﬁunt effects and briefly describe any proposed mltsgatlon measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

[See attached
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

None

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

County Building Services, County Agriculture Department, County Department of Transportation, County Stormwater,
County Environmental Management Department, El Dorado County Fire Protection District, El Dorado Irrigation District.




MM BIO-1 Special Status Wildlife - Nesting and Foraging Habitat, Raptors and Migratory Birds,
Preconstruction Survey

Future development would be subject to the following mitigation measure that shall be implemented to
avoid impacts to special status species:

a) If development activities occur during the nesting season (February 1-August 31), then a qualified
biologist should conduct a nesting bird survey prior to initiation to determine the presence of any
active nests within the study area. The nesting bird survey should be conducted within 14 days prior
to commencement of ground-disturbing or other development activities. If the nesting bird survey
shows there is no evidence of active nests, then a letter report should be prepared to document the
survey and be provided to the project proponent and no additional measures are recommended. If
development does not commence within 14-days of the nesting bird survey, or halts for more than
14 days, then an additional survey is required prior to starting or resuming work within the nesting
season. If active nests are found, then a qualified biologist should establish a species-specific buffer
to prohibit development activities near the nest to minimize nest disturbance until the young have
successfully fledged or the biologist determines that the nest is no longer active. Nest monitoring
may also be warranted during certain phases of construction to ensure nesting birds are not
adversely impacted. If active nests are found within any trees slated for removal, then an
appropriate buffer should be established around the tree and all trees within the buffer and should
not be removed until a qualified biologist determines that the nest has successfully fledged and/or
is no longer active.

Monitoring Requirement: Planning Division shall verify completion of the requirement prior to
issuance of grading and building permits in coordination with the applicant.

Monitoring Responsibility: El Dorado County Planning and Building Department, Planning
Division.



