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SCH #: 2024090200

Project Title: Power Santa Clara Valley Project

Lead Agency: California Public Utilities Commission

Contact Name: Tharon Wright

Email: Tharon.Wright@cpuc.ca.gov Phone Number: 916-594-4699

City of San Jose; Santa Clara County
City County

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

The Power Santa Clara Valley Project (proposed Project) would include the construction of two new high-voltage direct
current (HVDC) terminals, the proposed Skyline and Grove HVDC Terminals, and three new transmission lines
connecting the proposed HVDC terminals. The new transmission lines would include: (1) an approximately 13-mile
underground transmission line connecting the proposed Grove HVDC Terminal to the proposed Skyline HVDC Terminal
called the “Grove to Skyline 320-kilovolt (kV) Direct Current Transmission Line”; (2) an approximately 1.2-mile
underground transmission line connecting the proposed Grove HVDC Terminal to the existing PG&E Metcalf Substation
called the “Metcalf to Grove 500 kV Alternating Current (AC) Transmission Line”; and (3) an approximately 100-foot
overhead transmission tie line connecting the proposed Skyline HVDC Terminal to the existing PG&E San Jose B
Substation called the “Skyline to San Jose B 230 kV AC Transmission Tie Line”. The proposed Project would also
include modifications to the existing PG&E Metcalf and San Jose B substations, as well as modifications to Coyote
Ranch Road and Coyote Creek Trail, to accommodate the proposed new HVDC terminals and transmission lines.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

Implementation of the proposed Project may result in potentially significant impacts related to the following CEQA topic
areas:

- Cultural Resources: The proposed Project would cause a cumulative substantial adverse change in the significance of
an archaeological resource pursuant to Section 15064.5.

- Tribal Cultural Resources: The proposed Project, individually or with in combination with cumulative projects, would
cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in PRC Section 21074 as
either a site, feature, place, or cultural landscape that is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the
landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value to a California Native American Tribe.

The Draft EIR determined that the proposed Project would have a less-than-significant impact, with or without
implementation of mitigation measures, to the following CEQA topic areas: Aesthetics; Agriculture and Forestry
Resources; Air Quality; Biological Resources; Energy; Geology, Soils, and Paleontological Resources; Greenhouse Gas
Emissions; Hazards and Hazardous Materials; Hydrology and Water Quality; Land Use and Planning; Mineral
Resources; Noise and Vibration; Population and Housing; Public Services; Recreation; Transportation; Utilities and
Services; and Wildfire.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

The proposed Project's potential effects on biological resources, cultural resources, transportation, and tribal cultural
resources are the areas of known technical controversy. For biological resources, community organizations/special
districts along with members of the public have expressed concern for the southern portion of the proposed Project as it
would traverse across what is locally referred to as a critical wildlife corridor - the Coyote Valley Corridor - which
connects the Mount Diablo Range to the Santa Cruz Mountains. For cultural resources and tribal cultural resources,
agencies and tribes have provided that the Project area is in and adjacent to known pre-context cultural resources,
including human remains. For transportation, the City of San Jose has provided there are a number of approved and
planned projects as part of the City's capital improvement program that would all use the same roadway network,
especially in downtown San Jose. These potential effects are addressed in the Draft EIR.

Public comments received on the Notice of Preparation for the proposed Project address the following:

- Potential effects of increasing the capacity of the proposed Project from 500 megawatts (MW) to 1,000 MW; Potential
effects on existing wildlife areas; Potential effects on agriculture; Potential effects on hydrology, specifically on the
groundwater table; Potential effects related to flooding hazards; Potential effects related to noise due to construction
traffic; Potential effects to State right-of-way from Project-related temporary access points as well as potential effects
from the use of oversized or excessive load vehicles on State roadways; Potential effects to recreational trails near
Coyote Ranch Road; Potential effects related to wildfire risk; Potential cumulative effects related to the construction of
the Guadalupe Flood Protection Improvement project.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

California Department of Industrial Relations, Division of Occupational Safety and Health, Mining and Tunneling Unit
California Public Utilities Commission

California Office of Historic Preservation

California State Lands Commission

Department of Toxic Substances Control

Federal Aviation Administration

Native American Heritage Commission

Regional Water Quality Control Board

San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission
Santa Clara Valley Water District

State Water Resources Control Board

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service




