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McMullin Area

Groundwater Sustainability Agency

275 S. Madera Avenue, Suite 301
Kerman, CA 93630
559-515-3339

April 23, 2025

Table Mountain Rancheria

Michelle Heredia-Cordova, Chairperson
P.O. Box 410

Friant, CA, 93626

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Michelle Heredia-Cordova, Chairperson of the Table Mountain Rancheria

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management arca
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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Other Tribal Governments being consulted:
Big Sandy Rancheria of Western Mono Indians
Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians
Cold Springs Rancheria of Mono Indians
Dumna Band of Mono Indians
Dunlap Band of Mono Indians
Kings River Choinumni Farm Tribe
Nashville Enterprise Miwok-Maidu-Nishinam Tribe
North Fork Mono Tribe
North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians
North Valley Yokuts Tribe
Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians
Salinan Tribe of Monterey, San Luis Obispo Counties
Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe
Traditional Choinumni Tribe
Tule River Indian Tribe
Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians
Wuksache Indian Tribe/Eshom Valley Band
Xolon-Salinan Tribe
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McMullin Area

Groundwater Sustainability Agency

275 S. Madera Avenue, Suite 301
Kerman, CA 93630
559-515-3339

April 23, 2025

Table Mountain Rancheria

Bob Pennell, Cultural Resource Director
P.O. Box 410

Friant, CA, 93626

rpennell@tmr.org

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Bob Pennell, Cultural Resource Director of the Table Mountain Rancheria

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management area
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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Other Tribal Governments being consulted:
Big Sandy Rancheria of Western Mono Indians
Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians
Cold Springs Rancheria of Mono Indians
Dumna Band of Mono Indians
Dunlap Band of Mono Indians
Kings River Choinumni Farm Tribe
Nashville Enterprise Miwok-Maidu-Nishinam Tribe
North Fork Mono Tribe
North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians
North Valley Yokuts Tribe
Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians
Salinan Tribe of Monterey, San Luis Obispo Counties
Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe
Traditional Choinumni Tribe
Tule River Indian Tribe
Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians
Wuksache Indian Tribe/Eshom Valley Band
Xolon-Salinan Tribe
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McMullin Area

Groundwater Sustainability Agency

275 S. Madera Avenue, Suite 301
Kerman, CA 93630
559-515-3339

April 23, 2025

Traditional Choinumni Tribe
David Alvarez, Chairperson
2415 E. Houston Avenue
Fresno, CA, 93720
davealvarez@sbcglobal.net

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear David Alvarez, Chairperson of the Traditional Choinumni Tribe

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management area
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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Other Tribal Governments being consulted:
Big Sandy Rancheria of Western Mono Indians
Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians
Cold Springs Rancheria of Mono Indians
Dumna Band of Mono Indians
Dunlap Band of Mono Indians
Kings River Choinumni Farm Tribe
Nashville Enterprise Miwok-Maidu-Nishinam Tribe
North Fork Mono Tribe
North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians
North Valley Yokuts Tribe
Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians
Salinan Tribe of Monterey, San Luis Obispo Counties
Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe
Table Mountain Rancheria
Tule River Indian Tribe
Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians
Wuksache Indian Tribe/Eshom Valley Band
Xolon-Salinan Tribe
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McMullin Area

Groundwater Sustainability Agency

275 S. Madera Avenue, Suite 301
Kerman, CA 93630
559-515-3339

April 23, 2025

Tule River Indian Tribe

Felix Christman, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
P. O. Box 589

Porterville, CA, 93258

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Felix Christman, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer of the Tule River Indian Tribe

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management arca
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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Other Tribal Governments being consulted:
Big Sandy Rancheria of Western Mono Indians
Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians
Cold Springs Rancheria of Mono Indians
Dumna Band of Mono Indians
Dunlap Band of Mono Indians
Kings River Choinumni Farm Tribe
Nashville Enterprise Miwok-Maidu-Nishinam Tribe
North Fork Mono Tribe
North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians
North Valley Yokuts Tribe
Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians
Salinan Tribe of Monterey, San Luis Obispo Counties
Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe
Table Mountain Rancheria
Traditional Choinumni Tribe
Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians
Wuksache Indian Tribe/Eshom Valley Band
Xolon-Salinan Tribe
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McMullin Area

Groundwater Sustainability Agency

275 S. Madera Avenue, Suite 301
Kerman, CA 93630
559-515-3339

April 23, 2025

Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians
Kevin Day, Chairperson

P. O. Box 699

Tuolumne, CA, 95379
andrea@mewuk.com

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Kevin Day, Chairperson of the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management area
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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April 23, 2025

Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk

Stanley Cox, Cultural Resources Director
P. O. Box 699

Tuolumne, CA, 95379
receptionist@mewuk.com

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Stanley Cox, Cultural Resources Director of the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management area
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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April 23, 2025

Wuksache Indian Tribe/Eshom Valley Band
Kenneth Woodrow, Chairperson

1179 Rock Haven Ct.

Salinas, CA, 93906

kwood8934(@aol.com

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Kenneth Woodrow, Chairperson of the Wuksache Indian Tribe/Eshom Valley Band

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management area
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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April 23, 2025

Xolon-Salinan Tribe

Karen White, Chairperson

P. O. Box 7045

Spreckels, CA, 93962
dhxolonaakletse@gmail.com

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Karen White, Chairperson of the Xolon-Salinan Tribe

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management arca
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Seat 1, Brian Pacheco ¢ Seat 2, Don Cameron ¢ Seat 3, Jonathon DeGroot ¢ Seat 4, Ariel Namvar e Seat 5, Matt Abercrombie

OFFICERS
Don Cameron, Chair « Matthew Hurley, Secretary/Treasurer


https://www.mcmullinarea.org/

Xolon-Salinan Tribe April 23, 2025
Karen White, Chairperson Page 2

e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley(@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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April 23, 2025

North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians
Fred Beihn, Chairperson

P.O .Box 929

North Fork, CA, 93643

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Fred Beihn, Chairperson of the North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management arca
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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April 23, 2025

North Valley Yokuts Tribe
Timothy Perez

P.O. Box 717

Linden, CA, 95236
huskanam@gmail.com

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Mr. Perez,

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management area
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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April 23, 2025

Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians
Tracey Hopkins, Chairperson

P.O. Box 2226

Oakhurst, CA, 93644

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Dear Tracey Hopkins, Chairperson of the Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management arca
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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April 23, 2025

Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians
Heather Airey, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
P.O. Box 2226

Oakhurst, CA, 93644

hairey(@chukchansi-nsn.gov

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Dear Ms. Airey, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer of the Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi
Indians

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management arca
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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April 23, 2025

Salinan Tribe of Monterey, San Luis Obispo Counties
Patti Dunton, Tribal Administrator

7070 Morro Road, Suite A

Atascadero, CA, 93422

info@salinantribe.com

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Dear Patti Dunton, Tribal Administrator of the Salinan Tribe of Monterey, San Luis Obispo
Counties

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management area
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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April 23, 2025

Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe
Leo Sisco, Chairperson

P.O. Box 8

Lemoore, CA, 93245

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Leo Sisco, Chairperson of the Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management arca
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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Xolon-Salinan Tribe

Donna Haro, Tribal Headwoman
P. O. Box 7045

Spreckels, CA, 93962
dhxolonaakletse@gmail.com

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Donna Haro, Tribal Headwoman of the Xolon-Salinan Tribe

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management area
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps

Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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April 23, 2025

Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk

Kyle Cox, Cultural Resource Manager/Tribal Vice Chair
P. O. Box 699

Tuolumne, CA, 95379

kyle@mewuk.com

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Kyle Cox, Cultural Resource Manager of the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management area
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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April 23, 2025

Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe
Shana Powers M.S, Cultural Director
P.O. Box 8

Lemoore, CA, 93245

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Shana Powers, Cultural Director of the Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management arca
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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April 23, 2025

Dunlap Band of Mono Indians
Benjamin Charley, Chairman
P. O. Box 14

Dunlap, CA, 93621
ben.charley@yahoo.com

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Benjamin Charley, Chairman of Dunlap Band of Mono Indians

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management area
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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275 S. Madera Avenue, Suite 301
Kerman, CA 93630
559-515-3339

April 23, 2025

Dumna Wo-Wah Tribal Government
Robert Ledger, Chairperson

2191 West Pico Ave.

Fresno, CA, 93705

Phone: (559) 540 - 6346
ledgerrobert@ymail.com

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Robert Ledger, Chairperson of Dumna Wo-Wah Tribal Government

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management arca
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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April 23, 2025

Cold Springs Rancheria of Mono Indians
Desiree Lewis, Tribal Administrator

P. O. Box 209

Tollhouse, CA, 93667
desiree.lewis@coldstpringsrancheria.gov

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Desiree Lewis, Tribal Administrator of Cold Springs Rancheria of Mono Indians

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management area
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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North Fork Mono Tribe

North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians

North Valley Yokuts Tribe

Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians

Salinan Tribe of Monterey, San Luis Obispo Counties
Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe

Table Mountain Rancheria

Traditional Choinumni Tribe

Tule River Indian Tribe

Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians
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April 23, 2025

Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians
Lloyd Mathiesen, Chairperson

P.O. Box 1159

Jamestown, CA, 95327
Imathiesen@crtribal.com

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Lloyd Mathiesen, Chairperson of Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management area
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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Salinan Tribe of Monterey, San Luis Obispo Counties
Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe
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April 23, 2025

Tule River Indian Tribe

Kerri Vera, Director Department of Environmental Protection
P. O. Box 589

Porterville, CA, 93258

kerri.vera@tulerivertribe-nsn.gov

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Kerri Vera, Director Department of Environmental Protection of the Tule River Indian Tribe

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management area
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Seat 1, Brian Pacheco ¢ Seat 2, Don Cameron ¢ Seat 3, Jonathon DeGroot ¢ Seat 4, Ariel Namvar e Seat 5, Matt Abercrombie

OFFICERS
Don Cameron, Chair « Matthew Hurley, Secretary/Treasurer


https://www.mcmullinarea.org/

Tule River Indian Tribe April 23, 2025
Kerri Vera, Director Department of Environmental Protection Page 2

e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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April 23, 2025

Tule River Indian Tribe

Shine Nieto, Chairperson

P.O. Box 589

Porterville, CA, 93258
Shine.nieto@tulerivertribe-nsn.gov

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Shine Nieto, Chairperson of the Tule River Indian Tribe,

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management area
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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April 23, 2025

Cold Springs Rancheria of Mono Indians
Shane Ratchford, Chairperson

P.O. Box 209

Tollhouse, CA, 93667
coldsprgstribe@netptc.net

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Shane Ratchford, Chairperson of Cold Springs Rancheria of Mono Indians

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management area
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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April 23, 2025

Dunlap Band of Mono Indians
Dirk Charley, Liaison

5509 E. Mckenzie Avenue
Fresno, CA, 93727
dcharley2016@gmail.com

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Dirk Charley, Liaison of Dunlap Band of Mono Indians

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management area
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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April 23, 2025

Big Sandy Rancheria of Western Mono Indians
Elizabeth Kipp, Chairperson

P.O. Box 337

Auberry, CA, 93602

Ikipp@bsrnation.com

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Elizabeth Kipp, Chairperson of Big Sandy Rancheria of Western Mono Indians

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management area
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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April 23, 2025

Kings River Choinumni Farm Tribe
Stan Alec

455 E. Nees, Apt. 136

Fresno, CA, 93720

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Mr. Alec,

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management arca
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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April 23, 2025

Nashville Enterprise Miwok-Maidu-Nishinam Tribe
Cosme Valdez, Chairperson

P.O. Box 580986

Elk Grove, CA, 95758-0017
valdezcome@comcast.net

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear CosmeValdez, Chairperson of the Nashville Enterprise Miwok-Maidu-Nishinam Tribe

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management arca
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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April 23, 2025

North Valley Yokuts Tribe
Katherine Perez, Chairperson
P.O. Box 717

Linden, CA, 95236
canutes(@verizon.net

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Katherine Perez, Chairperson of the North Valley Yokuts Tribe

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management area
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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Other Tribal Governments being consulted:
Big Sandy Rancheria of Western Mono Indians
Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians
Cold Springs Rancheria of Mono Indians
Dumna Band of Mono Indians
Dunlap Band of Mono Indians
Kings River Choinumni Farm Tribe
Nashville Enterprise Miwok-Maidu-Nishinam Tribe
North Fork Mono Tribe
North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians
Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians
Salinan Tribe of Monterey, San Luis Obispo Counties
Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe
Table Mountain Rancheria
Traditional Choinumni Tribe
Tule River Indian Tribe
Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians
Wuksache Indian Tribe/Eshom Valley Band
Xolon-Salinan Tribe
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McMullin Area

Groundwater Sustainability Agency

275 S. Madera Avenue, Suite 301
Kerman, CA 93630
559-515-3339

April 23, 2025

North Fork Mono Tribe
Ron Goode, Chairperson
13396 Tollhouse Road
Clovis, CA, 93619
rwgoode911@hotmail.com

RE: The Proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California
Dear Ron Goode, Chairperson of the North Fork Mono Tribe

The McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MAGSA) is proposing to develop infrastructure
to capture excess water generated during flood flows and divert it to recharge basins as part of operations
of the proposed Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project (Proposed Project). The Proposed Project will be
located in Fresno County and the Kings Subbasin, all within the 120,000-acre MAGSA management arca
(Enclosure 1). For more information regarding MAGSA please visit https://www.mcmullinarea.org/.

MAGSA sent information letters to area tribes on January 22, 2024 to inform them of the proposed project
and to request any information they would like to provide us regarding tribal resources in the project area.
This letter is being sent to update you on the project and to allow you to submit comments or information.
MAGSA released a draft Initial Study under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in spring
of 2024 and is subsequently preparing an Environmental Impact Report, which is scheduled for release to
the public in summer of 2025.

As described in our previous letter, under the proposed Project, excess water that is spilled from San Luis
Reservoir and then flows into the Mendota Pool will be diverted by pipes that will export water from the
edges of the Mendota Wildlife Area and the northern end of the James Bypass into recharge basins
located on the eastern edge of MAGSA’s management area. These diverted waters will be used for direct
groundwater recharge and stored as deposits on behalf of contract water users until such time as they
request that the water is withdrawn. Withdrawn water will be pumped back into the Mendota Pool during
dry periods to help sustain fish and wildlife habitat and to provide water for downstream users.

Project Name: The Aquaterra Groundwater Bank Project, Fresno County, California

Location: The Proposed Project is located on approximately 5,174 acres of agricultural land within the
MAGSA management area boundary. The Proposed Project is west and southwest of the City of Fresno,
east of the Fresno Slough, west of Kerman, and near Raisin City. All the land is within a primarily rural
agricultural developed region. A large variety of crops are grown in the area including annual crops (e.g.,
peppers, onions, tomatoes, carrots), perennial crops (e.g., almonds, walnuts, pistachios, vineyards), and
pasture and dairy land are also found there.
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e The Project overlaps with several United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute
Topographic Quadrangle maps, Townships, Ranges, and Sections (Enclosure 1).

Proposed Project: The Proposed Project is under design. Land to be used for the groundwater bank will
be a subset of the total acreage of the MAGSA management area. Farmers will voluntarily participate in
this program and agricultural fields will also continue to remain active as the banking program is
compatible with farming practices (e.g., planting, fallowing, harvesting). The Proposed Project is within
an agricultural environment (row crops, orchards, paved roadways, water conveyance systems) that has
been historically disturbed (disced, tilled) and flooded for agricultural purposes.

Cultural Resource Review to Date: A California Historical Resources Information Center records search
of the Project and surrounding 0.5 mile radius was conducted via the Southern San Joaquin Valley
Information Center (SSJVIC), Division of Anthropology, California State University, Bakersfield, on June
1, 2021 (Records Search File No.: 21-189) and on February 20, 2023 (File no.: 23-042. The SSJVIC records
search identified 14 previously conducted cultural resource studies that overlap with the Project and 5
previously recorded historic era-built environment cultural resources that overlap with the Project. These
cultural resources consist of two transmission lines, a railroad right of way, a farming community, and a
water conveyance system. The built environment resources will be avoided by the Project.

A Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File Search was requested on January 21,
2023. The NAHC responded on February 17, 2023, that the Sacred Lands File Search record search results
were positive. The NAHC provided a list of tribal representatives and recommended contacting those listed
for information regarding known tribal cultural resources within or near the Project (Enclosure 2).

In the time period since the previous letter was sent, our cultural resources field team has performed an
archaeological survey for the Proposed Project, which resulted in the identification of five historic era
archaeological sites, eight historic era isolates (glass, metal, or ceramic fragments), and four precontact
isolated pieces of debitage (lithic flake). A geoarchaeological field study was recently performed and while
the reporting is still in process, no significant resources were identified.

Conclusion: We respectfully request your participation in this local planning process, as tribal knowledge
and participation regarding the Proposed Project is important. If you possess any information or knowledge
regarding tribal cultural resources or other resources of importance to the tribe in and around the Proposed
Project, please reply via email to mhurley@mcmullinarea.org. If you have any questions or need additional
information, please feel free to call me at (559) 515-3339 or email me.

Very truly yours,

Matt Hurley
General Manager
McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Enclosure:
1. Project Maps
2. Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands File Results
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Other Tribal Governments being consulted:
Big Sandy Rancheria of Western Mono Indians
Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians
Cold Springs Rancheria of Mono Indians
Dumna Band of Mono Indians
Dunlap Band of Mono Indians
Kings River Choinumni Farm Tribe
Nashville Enterprise Miwok-Maidu-Nishinam Tribe
North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians
North Valley Yokuts Tribe
Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians
Salinan Tribe of Monterey, San Luis Obispo Counties
Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe
Table Mountain Rancheria
Traditional Choinumni Tribe
Tule River Indian Tribe
Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians
Wuksache Indian Tribe/Eshom Valley Band
Xolon-Salinan Tribe
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